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PREFACE. 


AS  it  would  give  us  the  greateft  con¬ 
cern,  that  any  part  of  that  Public, 
to  whom  we  owe  fuch  long-continued 
and  infinite  obligations,  fhould  attribute 
the  latenefs  of  our  publication,  either  to 
an  unthankful  remiffnefs  on  our  fide,  or 
to  a  prefumptuous  confidence  on  their  fa¬ 
vour,  we  think  it  neceffary  at  this  time 
to  fay  a  few  words  upon  the  fubjeit. 


Our  firfl  considerable  failure  in  point 
of  time,  proceeded  from  unavoidable  mif- 
fortune ;  from  long  and  dangerous  ill— 

nefs ; 


t 
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nefs ;  a  fort  of  interruption,  which  a 
courfe  of  years  mu  ft  be  expected  naturally 
to  produce.  Whoever  will  at  all  conftder 
the  nature  of  an  annual  work,  of  great 
diverfity,  attention  and  labour,  in  which 
the  buftnefs  of  the  coming  year  is  con- 
ftantly  prefling  upon  the  prefent,  will  ea- 
fily  conceive  the  difficulty  of  fpeedily  re¬ 
covering  any  confiderable  portion  of  loft 
time,  even  fuppofing  things  ftill  to  conti¬ 
nue  in  their  ufual  and  ordinary  courfe. 
But  in  the  inftance  we  mention,  the  oc- 
cafional  delay  was  immediately  fucceeded 
by  an  unexpected  and  extraordinary  ac- 
ceflion  of  bufinefs ;  which  has  ftnce  con¬ 
tinually  increafed,  until  it  has  arrived  at 
a  magnitude  before  unknown.  Thus 
the  original  difficulty  was  not  only  ren¬ 
dered 


PREFACE.  vii 

dered  infurmountable,  but  the  evil  itfelf 
became  of  neceffity  greater. 

*  _  0  . 

i 

If  the  Annual  Regider  were  entirely  a 
compilation,  we  fhould  have  much  to  an- 
fvver  for  any  failure  in  point  of  time. 
But  the  nature  of  the  hidorical  part,  does 
not  admit  of  fuch  precihon.  It  mud,  in 
that  refpedt,  as  in  all  others,  be  governed 
by  the  importance  and  magnitude  of  its 
obj  eels.  While  the  date  of  public  af¬ 
fairs  continues  to  render  it  the  principal 
and  mod  intereding  part  of  our  work, 
we  fhall  run  no  race  againd  time  in  its 
execution.  We  owe  too  much  to  the 
Public,  to  make  them  fo  bad  a  return 
for  their  favour ;  we  owe  too  much  to 
ourfelves,  to  forfeit  the  high  reputation 
in  which  the  work  now  dands  abroad  as 

well 
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well  as  at  home.  We  truft  that  the 
readers  of  our  prefent  Hiftory,  will 
equally  acquit  us  of  remiffnefs  in  the 
execution,  and  of  an  undue  prefump- 
tion  on  their  favour  in  the  delay. 
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CHAP.  I. 

Retrofpeftive  view  of  the  affairs  of  Europe  in  the  year  17  7  9.  State  of 

the  be  Itinerant  powers  in  Germany .  Event  of  the  late  campaign,  in* 
duces  a  dfipofition  favourable  to  the  pacific  views  of  the  Emprefs-Queen  ; 
which  are  farther  feconded  by  the  mediation  oj  PuJJio,  and  F ranee,  A 
fufpenjion  of  arms  publijhed ,  and  the  Congrefs  for  negociating  a  peace 
affembles  at  Tefchen.  Treaty  of  peace  concluded.  Differences  between 
Ruffia  and  the  Forte ,  thr£aten  a  new  war.  Nogociation  conduced, 
and  a  new  convention  concluded,  under  the  mediation  of  the  French  mi- 
nfiter.  Naval  preparations  by  Spain.  Opens  the  war  with  the  fiege 
ef  Gibraltar.  France.  Cohfequences  of  the  appointment  of  M.  Necker 
to  the  government  of  the  French  finances.  Succefsful  expedition  to  the 
coaft  of  Africa.  Ineffectual  attempt  upon  the  Ijland  of  Jerfey .  Threat 
of  an  invafion ,  and  great  preparations  apparently  for  that  purpofe . 
French  fleet  fails  from  Breft,  and  proceeds  to  the  coafis  of  Spain.  Com¬ 
bined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain  enter  the  Briti/h  channel,  and  appear 
in  great  force  before  Plymouth.  Enemy  quit  the  channel,  return  again  ; 
at  length  finally  quit  the  Britijh  coafis,  and  proceed  to  Breft. 

A-lpHE  little  effedt  produced  by  if  not  entirely  fufficient  to  pro- 
the  contention  of  the  great-  duce  an  actual  defire  01  peace  on 

eft  leaders,  and  of  the  greatefl  both  iides,  could  .not,  howevei, 
armies  in  the  world,  during  the  fail  to  induce  a  kind  of  languor 
campaign  of  1773,  in  Bohemia,  and  weariiomenefs,  and  in  forne 
Vol^XXIII.  K)  confiderable 


\ 
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confiderable  degree  to  wear  away 
that  quick  relifh,  and  keen  ap¬ 
petite  for  war,  which  great  and 
untried  force  and  talents,  acting 
under  the  fanguine  hopes  of  yet 
unfoiled  ambition,  are  fo  emi¬ 
nently  calculated  to  excite. 

We  have  heretofore  fnewn,  that 
this  was  not  fo  much  a  war  of 
choice,  as  of  prudence,  forefight, 
and  political  neceffity,  on  the  tide 
of  the  King  of  Pruffia.  He 
made  no  claims ;  he  had  no  im¬ 
mediate  objeCt  of  enlarging  his 
dominions  in  view ;  nor  if  he  had, 
was  the  prefent  hate  of  public 
affairs  in  any  degree  favourable 
to  fuch  a  defign.  Neither  his 
time  of  life,  his  great  experience 
in  war,  nor  the  full  knowledge 
he  had  of  the  power  and  ability 
©f  his  adverfary,  were  at  all  cal¬ 
culated  to  excite  a  fpirit  of  en¬ 
terprise.  On  the  contrary,  the 
defire  of  fettling,  improving,  and 
confolidating  with  his  antient 
people  and  dominions,  the  new 
fubjeCts  and  acquifitions  he  had 
gained  on  the  fide  of  Poland,  to¬ 
gether  with  that  fill  flronger 
wifh,  of  tranfmitting  a  peaceable 
poffeffion,  and  undiminifhed  force 
to  his  fucceffor,  were  objects 
which  tended  powerfully  to  dif- 
pofe  him  to  the  prefervation,  fo 
far  as  it  could  be  properly  and 
wifely  done,  of  the  public  tranqui¬ 
lity. 

But  no  motives,  however  co¬ 
gent,  could  juftify  to  him,  in  a 
political  view,  the  admitting  of 
any  confiderable  addition  of 
ilrength  and  dominion,  to  the 
power  of  the  houfe  of  Auflria  ; 
more  efpecially,  when  this  addi¬ 
tion  was  to  eftablifh  a  precedent 
of  innovation  and  difmemberment, 
which  might  in  time  be  equally 
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extended  to  all  the  other  fates 
that  compofe  the  Germanic  body. 
Upon  the  whole  it  would  almoft 
feem,  as  if  fortune,  who  had  fo 
often  wonderfully  befriended  that 
hero,  and  whofe  apparent  defer- 
dons  of  him  in  cafes  of  great 
danger,  (which  were  no  lefs  con- 
fpicuous  than  her  favours)  always 
tended  ultimately  to  the  increafe 
of  his  fame,  was  now  anxious  to 
affix  a  new  famp  to  the  renown 
of  her  old  favourite ;  and  of  clo- 
fng  his  great  military  adlions  by 
a  war,  in  which  he  was  to  ap¬ 
pear,  rather  as  the  generous  pro¬ 
testor  of  the  rights  and  liberdes 
of  the  Germanic  body  at  large, 
than  as  aSting  at  all  under  the 
influence  of  any  partial  policy. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  paft 
campaign  had  afforded  a  full  con¬ 
viction  to  the  emperor,  (a  prince 
prepared  for  war  beyond  almoff 
any  other,  by  the  fine  ftate  of  his 
armies,  and  the  refources  of  his 
own  indefatigable  and  refolute 
fpirit)  of  the  immenfe  difficulty, 
of  making  any  fuccefsful  impref- 
fion  upon  fuch  an  adverfary  as 
the  King  of  Pruffia.  With  fo 
vaft  a  force,  and  affifted  by  fuch 
confummate  commanders,  he 
could  only  a£t  upon  the  defen- 
five ;  and  could  not  prevent  his 
own  dominions  from  being  ren¬ 
dered  the  theatre,  and  being  con* 
fequently  fubjeCted  to  all  the  ca¬ 
lamities  of  war.  It  was  true  in¬ 
deed,  and  no  fmall  matter  of  boaft 
in  fuch  a  contefl,  that  he  had  fuf- 
fered  neither  defeat  nor  difgrace  ; 
that  the  enemy  had  been  obliged 
to  abandon  Bohemia,  notwith- 
flanding  their  utmoft  endeavours 
to  eflabiifh  a  fecure  footing  there 
during  the  winter  ;  and  likewife, 
that  the  Ioffes  on  both  fides  were 

pretty 
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pretty  equally  balanced.  But 
then  it  was  obvious,  that  the  fea- 
fon  was  the  immediate  caufe  which 
compelled  the  enemy  to  retreat 
from  Bohemia ;  however,  the 
good  difpofitions  made  by  the 
emperor,  which  equally  bafHed 
all  the  efforts  made  by  the  King 
of  Pruffia,  for  gaining  his  favou¬ 
rite  point  of  a  general  aCtion,  and 
defeated  his  views  of  obtaining 
any  fure  hold  in  the  country, 
tended  more  remotely  to  that  ef¬ 
fect.  Such  a  view  of  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  campaign,  could 
afford  no  great  encouragement 
to  an  obltinate  perfeverance  in 
the  conteft.  A  defenfive  war, 
however  ably  conduced,  or  how¬ 
ever  abounding  with  negative 
fuccefs,  could  by  no  means,  whe¬ 
ther  in  point  of  honour  or  effeCt, 
anfwer  the  purpofes  for  which  it 
was  undertaken  ;  and  the  prof- 
peCts  of  changing  its  nature  were 
confined  indeed. 

However  numerous  or  cogent 
the  caufes  and  motives  we  have 
affigned,  or  others  of  a  hmilar 
nature,  might  have  been  on  ei¬ 
ther  fide,  for  the  difcontinuance 
of  an  unprofitable  war,  they 
would  have  been  found  unable  to 
fubdue  the  Jftrong  paffions  by 
which  they  were  oppofed,  if  ano¬ 
ther,  of  greater  power  than  the 
whole  taken  together,  had  not, 
happily  for  Germany,  and  per¬ 
haps  for  no  fmall  part  of  the  reft 
of  Europe,  fupervened  in  reftor- 
ing  the  public  tranquility.  The 
late  illuftrious  Maria  Therefa, 
along  with  her  other  eminent 
virtues  and  great  qualities,)  pof- 
feffed  at  all  times,  however  coun¬ 
teracted  by  the  operation  of  a  high 
and  powerful  ambition,  a  mind 
Itrongly  impreffed  with  an  aweful 


fenfe  of  religion.  This  difpofi- 
tion,  which  naturally  increafed 
with  years,  was  farther  ftrength- 
ened  by  the  melancholy  arifmg 
from  the  early  lofs  of  a  hufband 
whom  lhe  tenderly  loved  ;  and 
was  latterly  finally  confirmed  by 
the  happy  fettlement  of  her  nu¬ 
merous  offspring,  which  freeing^ 
the  mind  from  care  and  folici- 
tude,  tended  equally  to  wean  it 
from  the  affairs  of  the  world. 

The  event  of  the  late  ftruggle 
with  the  King  of  Pruffia,  not- 
withftanding  the  immenfe  affif- 
tance  fhe  then  received,  and 
which  fhe  could  not  hope  now  to 
receive,  muft  have  added  great 
force  to  thefe  motives.  She 
could  not  wifh  to  end  her  life  in 
the  midft  of  fuch  a  war.  It  was, 
accordingly,  much  again#  the 
inclination  of  that  great  princefs 
that  the  prefent  war  was  under¬ 
taken  ;  and  fhe  is  faid  to  have 
fubmitted  with  the  greateft  re¬ 
luctance  to  the  opinion  of  her 
council,  and  the  defire  of  the 
emperor  on  that  point*  For, 
although  that  prince  could  only 
derive  his  means  of  a&ion  through 
the  power  of  his  mother ;  yet  it 
would  have  been  a  matter  of  ex¬ 
ceeding  difficulty  to  her,  direct¬ 
ly  to  thwart  the  opinion  and  in¬ 
clinations  of  a  fon,  who  was  in 
the  higheft  degree  defervedly  dear 
to  her,  who  was  to  be  her  folej  and 
immediate  fucceffor,  and  who 
fcarcely  flood  higher  in  her  affec¬ 
tion  than  in  her  efleem.  It  was 
probably  this  reluCtance  to  th© 
war,  on  the  fide  of  the  Emprefs- 
Queen,  which  produced  thofe 
various  appearances,  of  fluctua¬ 
tion  in  the  councils,  or  of  irrefo- 
lution  and  indecifion  in  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  of 
[vf]  z  which 
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which  we  have  formerly  taken 
notice. 

The  ineifeCtivenefs  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  the  equal  fortune  of  the 
war,  and  the  ceflation  of  aCtion 
occafioned  by  the  winter,  ferved, 
all  together,  to  produce  a  hate  of 
temper  and  difpofition,  which  was 
far  more  favourable  to  the  pacific 
views  and  wifhes  of  the  emprefs, 
than  that  which  had  hitherto  pre¬ 
vailed.  She  perceived,  and  feiz- 
ed  the  opportunity ;  and  imme¬ 
diately  applying  her  powerful  in¬ 
fluence  to  remove  the  obftacles 
which  flood  in  the  way  of  an  ac¬ 
commodation  on  the  one  fide,  had 
foon  the  fatisfa&ion  of  difcovering 
that  her  views  were  well  feconded, 
by  the  temperate  difpofition  which 
prevailed  on  the  other. 

It  is  however  to  be  obferved, 
that  the  mediation  of  the  court 
of  Verfailles,  and  the  powerful 
interpofition  of  the  court  of  Peterf- 
burg,  contributed  effentially  to 
further  the  work  of  peace.  France 
was  bound  by  the  treaty  of  1756, 
to  affi ft  the  court  of  Vienna  with 
a  confiderable  body  of  forces,  in 
cafe  of  a  war  in  Germany,  and 
fhe  had  been  called  upon  early  in 
the  prefent  conteft  to  fulfil  that 
engagement.  The  court  of  Ver¬ 
failles  was  likewife  difpofed  to 
■wifh  well  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria 
from  private  motives ;  as  well  as 
to  cultivate  and  cement  the  new 
friendfhip  and  alliance  from  pub¬ 
lic.  But  France  being  likewife  a 
guarantee  of  the  treaty  of  Weft- 
phalia,  her  old  engagements  mi¬ 
litated  totally  with  her  new  in 
the  prefent  inftance  ;  fhe  being 
thereby  bound  to  reftft  all  fuch 
infractions  and  invasions  of  the 
rights  of  the  Germanic  body,  as 
ihofe  which  fhe  was  now  called 


upon  by  the  court  of  Vienna  t© 
fupport.  She  muft  therefore,  in 
any  fituation,  in  which  fhe  was 
not  difpofed  to  become  an  abfo- 
lute  party  in  the  conteft,  wifh  to 
be  relieved  from  this  dilemma. 
But  her  war  with  England,  and 
her  views  with  refpeCt  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  operated  more  forcibly  upon 
her  conduct  on  this  occafion,  than 
any  German  treaties  or  connec¬ 
tions.  In  the  contemplation  and 
purfuit  of  thefe  grand  and  capital 
objects,  the  neceflity  of  keeping 
her  force  whole,  her  attention  un¬ 
divided,  and  of  reftoring  peace 
upon  the  continent,  were  all  equal¬ 
ly  obvious,  and  were  all  mutually 
dependent.  No  wifdom  could 
forefee,  or  venture  to  prefcribe, 
what  unexpected  connections  and 
alliances  might  fpring  up,  and 
what  new  collifions  of  interefts 
might  take  place,  under  a  further 
progrefs  of  the  war.  France  could 
not  recolleCt  the  rui*  brought 
upon  her  in  the  late  war,  without 
fhuddering  at  the  thoughts  of  Ger¬ 
many.  It  is  not  then  to  be  won¬ 
dered,  that  fhe  was  equally  fin- 
cere  and  zealous  in  her  endea¬ 
vours  to  reftore  tranquility  on  the 
continent. 

The  court  of  Peterfhurg  had 
from  the  beginning  fhewn  and  ex- 
prefled  the  ftrongeft  difapproba- 
tion  of  the  conduct,  and  paid  no 
favourable  attention  to  the  claims, 
of  that  of  Vienna  ;  and  had  early 
avowed  a  full  intention  of  effec¬ 
tually  fupporting  the  rights  of  the 
Germanic  body  ;  at  the  fame  time 
that  preparations  were  actually 
made,  for  the  march  of  a  large 
body  of  Ruffian  troops.  Her 
powerful  interpofition,  through 
the  medium  of  her  minifter  Prince 
Repnin,  had  no  fmall  effeCt  in 

facili- 
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facilitating  the  negociations  for 
peace. 

Under  fucli  circumftances,  and 
the  offices  of  fuch  mediators,  little 
doubt  was  to  be  entertained  of  the 
event.  Whether  it  proceeded  from 
a  view  of  giving  weight  to  their 
claims  in  the  expedited  treaty,  or 
from  any  jealoufy  in  point  of  arms 
or  honour,  which  might  have  lain 
behind  from  the  preceding  cam¬ 
paign,  however  it  was,  the  Au- 
ftrians  attacked  with  extraordinary 
vigour,  and  with  no  fmall  degree 
of  fuccefs,  feveral  of  the  Pruffian 
ports  on  the  fide  of  Silerta  and  the 
county  of  Glatz,  foon  after  the 
commencement  of  the  year.  The 
livelinefs  of  thefe  infults  did  not 
induce  the  king  to  any  eagernefs 
of  retaliation.  Points  of  honour 
of  that  nature  weighed  but  little 
with  him.  He  forefaw  that  an 
accommodation  would  take  place  ; 
and  he  knew  that  no  advantages 
which  could  now  be  gained  would 
tell  in  the  account  upon  that  fet- 
tlement  ;  whillt  a  number  of  brave 
men  would  be  idly  loft  without 

March  10th  objea  0r.  eT>ivalent- 
*  An  armiftice  on  all 

l779m  ftdes  was,  however, 

publifhed,  before  the  feafon  could 
have  admitted  the  doing  of  any 
thing  elfential,  if  fuch  had  even 
been  the  intention. 

The  Congrefs  which  was  to  pre- 
ferve  Germany,  from  the  moft 
alarming  and  dangerous  war  to 
which  it  could  have  been  expofed, 
was  held'  at  Tefchen  in  Auftrian 
Silerta  ;  a  town  and  diftrid,  which 
the  emperor  had  generoufly  con- 
fented  to  conftitute  into  a  Duchy, 
under  the  title  of  Saxe-Tefchen, 
in  favour  of  Prince  Albert  of  Sax¬ 
ony,  upon  his  marriage  with  an 
Arch-Duchefs  in  1765.  At  that 
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place,  the  garrifon  being  pre-* 
vioufly  withdrawn,  the  Imperial 
and  Pruffian  minifters,  with  thofe 
of  ail  the  princes  engaged  or  in- 
terefted  in  the  prefent  conteft,  as 
well  as  of  the  two  mediating  pow¬ 
ers,  were  aflembled,  immediately 
after  the  publication  of  the  armil- 
tice.  And  fo  happy  were  the  dif- 
pofitions  which  now  prevailed 
among  the  contending  parties,  and 
fo  efficacious  the  endeavours  of  the 
mediators,  that  the  peace  M  1 
was  finally  concluded  in  MaJr,3th* 
two  months. 

By  this  treaty,  the  late  conven¬ 
tion  between  the  court  of  Vienna 
and  the  Elector  Palatine  was  to¬ 
tally  annulled ;  and  the  former 
reftored  all  the  places  and  diftrids 
which  had  been  feized  in  Bavaria, 
excepting  only  the  territory  ap¬ 
pertaining  to  the  regency  of  Burg- 
haulen,  which  was  ceded  to  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  as  an  equiva¬ 
lent  or  indemnification  for  her 
claims  and  pretenrtons.  That 
court  likewife  gave  up  to  the 
Eledor  Palatine,  all  the  Fiefs 
which  had  been  pofiefled  by  the 
late  Eledor  of  Bavaria  ;  and  agreed 
alfo  to  pay  to  the  court  of  Saxony, 
as  an  indemnification  for  the  allo¬ 
dial  eftates,  and  other  claims  on 
that  fide,  the  fum  of  fix  millions 
of  florins  ;  (amounting  to  fome- 
thing  near  600,000  pounds  fter- 
ling)  to  be  paid  in  the  courfe  of 
twelve  years,  without  intereft,  by 
ifipulated  half-yearly  payments. 
Some  ceffions  were  likewife  made 
byr  the  eledor,  in  favour  of  the 
houfe  of  Saxony  ;  and  fome  equi¬ 
valent  fatisfadion  promifed  by  the 
emperor  to  the  Duke  of  Deux 
Fonts,  on  his  fucceffion  to  the 
double  electorate.  All  former 
treaties  between  the  court  of 
\A\  3  Vienna 
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Vienna  and  the  King  of  Pruffia 
were  renewed  and  confirmed  ;  and 
the  right  of  the  king  to  fucceed  to 
the  margraviates  in  the  remote 
younger  branches  of  his  own  fa¬ 
mily,  upon  the  failure  of  iffue  in 
the  immediate  poffeifors,  (a  right 
which  had  been  only  called  in 
queftion  through  the  vexation  of 
the  late  conteil)  was  now  fully 
acknowledged  and  eftablifiied. 

O 

The  ducal  lioufe  of  Mecklen- 
burgh  was  put  off  without  any 
other  advantage  in  lieu  of  its 
claims,  than  the  promife  of  fome 
new  privilege  with  refpedl  to  ap¬ 
peals* 

Upon  the  whole,  few  treaties  of 
peace  have  been  conducted  upon 
more  equitable  principles,  than 
thofe  which  feem  to  have  prevail¬ 
ed  in  the  prefen t.  The  territory 
acquired  by  the  houfe  of  Auftria  is 
not  inconiiderabsle ;  being  about 
70  Engliih  miles  in  length,  and 
fomething  from  about  half  to  a 
third  of  that  extent  in  breadth. 
This  acquisition  lies  between  the 
Danube,  the  river  Inn,  the  Saltza, 
and  the  borders  of  Auftria ;  in¬ 
cluding  the  towns  of  Scbarding, 
Ried,  Altheim,  Braunau,  Burg- 
haufen,  Fryburg,  and  fome  others  ; 
forming,  all  together,  a  ftrong 
barrier,  and  a  fixed  unequivocal 
boundary,  the  limits  of  which  are 
decifively  marked  out  by  thole 
great  rivers,  between  that  arch¬ 
duchy,  and  the  prefent  domi¬ 
nions  of  Bavaria.  This  acceffion 
of  territory,  the  court  of  Vienna 

1/ 

feems,  however,  to  have  pur  chaf¬ 
ed  at  fomething  about  a  fair  price  ; 
partly  to  be  paid  in  money,  and 
pertly  by  a  renunciation  of  old, 
vexatious,  and  otherwife  inextin- 
guifhable  claims,  which  however. 
In  general,  .unproductive,  would 
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for  ever  have  kept  open  a  fource 
of  litigation,  trouble,  mifehief, 
and  war.  To  which  may  be  added, 
that  the  efiablifhment  of  a  fixed 
and  permanent  barrier  and  boun¬ 
dary  between  the  two  Hates,  feems 
to  be  a  meafure  fraught  with 
greater  advantage  to  the  Eie&or  of 
Bavaria,  as  the  weaker  prince, 
than  to  the  Arch-Duke  of  Auftria, 
who  is  fo  abundantly  his  fuperior 
in  ftrength,  It  may  likewife  be 
farther  obferved,  that  feveral  parts 
of  the  ceded  territory,  were,  what 
may  be  called,  debateable  land ; 
the  titles  being  difputed,  oppofite 
claims  laid,  and  they  having  been 
heretofore,  at  different  times,  ob» 
jedis  of  great  conteff. 

Such  was  the  early  and  happy 
termination  of  the  German  war* 
A  war  of  the  greateft  expectation  ; 
not  fmore  from  the  great  power, 
than  from  the  great  abilities  of  the 
principal  parties. 

Many  circumftances  attending 
the  late  war  and  peace  between 
Ruffia  and  the  Forte,  could  not 
fail  to  fow  the  feeds  of  future 
difcontent,  jealoufy,  ill-will,  and 
litigation,  between  the  parties* 
Extraordinary  fuccefs  and  triumph 
on  the  one  fide,  with  an  equal  de¬ 
gree  of  lofs  and  difgrace  on  the 
other,  are  little  calculated  to  pro« 
mote  any  intercourfe  of  friend- 
fhip,  or  cordiality  of  fentiment, 
among  men  nor  will  a  recollec¬ 
tion  of  the  hard  neceflity  under 
which  a  peace  was  fubferibed, 
ferve  at  all  to  render  palateable  the 
bitternefs  of  its  conditions.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  vidtors  are 
fare  to  confider  the  vanquished  as 
owing  them  too  much.  They  are 
apt  to  think,  that  they  have  al¬ 
ways  a  right  to  claim  thofe  advan¬ 
tages,  which  they  omitted  to  fe- 

cure 
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cure  in  the  moment  o:  their  for¬ 
tune  ;  and  which  they  look  upon 
as  rights  exifting  though  negletted, 
as  th  v  couid  not  at  that  time 
have  oeen  refuied  it  demanded. 

The  navigation  of  the  Black 
Sea,  the  opening  the  g  res  of  the 
Darda  dies  and  Boipno  u  ,  fo  as 
to  aumit  a  free  intercoms  from 
the  White  Sea  to  tne  Black,  the 
affairs  of  the  Crimea,  with  thole 
of  the  Gieek  dependent  provinces 
of  Moldavia  and  Walachia,  af¬ 
forded  the  grounds  of  thofe  dis¬ 
putes  between  the  two  empires, 
which  were  now  rifen  to  luch  a 
height,  as  feemed  to  render  a  new 
war  inevitable. 

With  refpect  to  the  firll  of  thefe 
articles,  we  have  formerly  had 
occafion  to  oblerve,  that  nothing 
lefs  than  the  moll  urgent  necefffty, 
under  the  preffure  of  immediate 
and  imminent  danger,  could  have 
induced  the  Porte  to  admit  Ruffia 
to  the  navigation  of  the  Black 
Sea.  It  might  be  compared  in 
private  life,  but  under  circum- 
ilances  of  infinitely  greater  dan¬ 
ger  and  lofs,  to  a  furrender  of  the 
benefits,  navigation  and  fifheries 
of  a  fine  lake,  lying  in  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  an  eftate,  into  the  hands  of 
a  powerful  and  litigious  neigh¬ 
bour,  who  was  watching  only  for 
means  and  opportunities  to  grafp 
at  every  part  of  the  whole  manor. 
It  is  not  then  to  be  doubted,  that 
the  Porte  ufed  every  poffibie  eva¬ 
sion  to  avoid  a  compliance  with, 
and  threw  tvery  obftacle  in  the 
way  which  could  tend  to  render 
ineffective,  that  article  of  the  late 
treaty.  It  feems  however,  that 
the  Ruffians  had  notwithftanding, 
with  wonderful  fpirit  and  induftry, 
yery  fpeedily  advanced  large  ca¬ 
pitals,  and  opened  a  considerable 
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commerce  on  that  fea.  It  may 
then  be  fairly  prefumed,  without 
an  abfolute  poffeffion  of  fads,  that 
commercial  avidity  was  continual¬ 
ly  increafed,  in  proportion  to  the 
number,  magnitude,  novelty,  and 
value,  of  the  objeCls  which  were 
gradually  opened  to  its  view ;  and 
that  thus,  new,  and  perhaps  un- 
reafonable  claims,  were  as  fre¬ 
quently  ftarted  on  the  one  fide, 
as  an  indifpofition  to  comply  with 
the  fair  and  literal  terms  of  the 
treaty,  was  prevalent  on  the  other. 

The  fecond  ground  of  difpute, 
feemed  Hill  more  difficult  and  de¬ 
licate.  The  Porte  had  unwilling¬ 
ly  confented  by  the  late  treaty,  to 
admit  or  acknowledge  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  Crimea.  That 
independence  mull  be  confidered 
only  as  nominal.  Between  fuch 
powers  as  Turkey  and  Ruffia, 
fuch  a  power  as  the  Khan  of  the 
Crim  Tartars,  cannot  be  really 
independent.  The  Turks  were 
in  hopes,  as  that  prince  and  his 
fubjetffs  are  Mahometans,  to  weak¬ 
en  the  force  of  that  article,  by  their 
natural  inclination  to  the  Porte. 
Otherwife  they  would  have  confi¬ 
dered  their  conceffion  in  a  ftili 
worfe  light.  To  have  thrown  that 
whole  country,  fnuated  as  it  is, 
with  its  own  and  the  adjoining  na¬ 
tions  of  Tartars,  together  with 
the  reigning  family,  the  irnrae^ 
diate  defendants  of  Tamerlane, 
and  in  direct  fucceffion  to  the  Ot¬ 
toman  throne,  entirely  into  the 
hands  of  Ruffia,  were  circum- 
flances  exceedingly  grievous  to  a 
power,  which  ufed  to  give  and 
not  to  receive  the  law.  Yet  this 
was  already  the  difag reeable  and 
alarming  confequence  of  that  con¬ 
ceffion.  For  Ruffia,  by  a  judicious 
but  unfparing  diftribution  of  pre- 
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fents  amongft  the  Tartars,  and  by 
artfully  fomenting  lome  divifions 
which  had  originated  within  them- 
felves,  with  refpedt  to  the  fuc- 
cefiion,  had  been  able  (as  we 
have  formerly  Ihewn)  to  defeat 
and  depoie  the  reigning  khan,  and 
to  place  a  creature  of  her  own,  al¬ 
though  a  prince  of  the  royal  blood, 
in  poffefiion  of  the  nominal  love- 
reignty  ;  whilH  the  government 
was  now  in  effeCt  more  dependent 
upon  Rufiia,  than  it  had  even  for¬ 
merly  been  upon  the  Porte  the 
depenclance  being  doubly  fecured, 
as  well  by  a  predominant  fa&ion 
among  the  people,  as  by  the  difpo- 
iition  or  attachment  of  the  prince. 
By  thefe,  and  by  other  means,  the 
Crimea,  with  Little  Tartary,  and 
the  Budziac,  were  become  fcarcely 
any  thing  lefs  than  provinces  to 
Rufiia ;  or  at  leaf,  they  were  as 
dependent  on  that  empire,  as  the 
nature  of  that  fmgular  people  will 
admit  of  their  being,  while  they 
retain  any  confiderahle  degree  of 
inherent  ftrength. 

O 

This  conduct,  and  thefe  clr- 
cumftances,  which  certainly  mili¬ 
tated,  at  leaft,  with  the  fpirit  of 
the  late  treaty,  could  not  but  give 
great  umbrage  to  the  Porte  ;  and 
afforded,  if  not  a  clear  juftifica- 
tion,  a  tolerable  ground  of  con- 
trover fy,  with  refpedl  to  any  flack- 
nels  or  non-compliance  on  her  fide, 
in  fulfilling  its  conditions.  But 
they  alfo  afforded  caufe  of  the  mod 
ferious  concern  and  alarm.  For 
that  peninfula,  furrounded  as  it 
is  by  the  Black  Sea,  and  the  Pa¬ 
ins  Mceotis,  and  commanding  the 
communication  between  "both, 
would  afford  fuch  a  claim  of  right 
to  Pvuffia,  with  fuch  an  intered 
in*  and  fuch  a  ffrength  upon  thofe 


feas,  as  nothing  could  afterwards 
be  capable  of  oppofing. 

The  difputes  relative  to  the 
Greek  nominal  princes,  but  in  ef¬ 
fect  governors,  of  Moldavia  and 
Walachia,  though  not  of  a  nature 
fo  immediately  alarming  and  dan¬ 
gerous  as  the  foregoing,  yet-  were 
founded  on  claims,  and  on  an  in¬ 
terference,  which  tended  ulti¬ 
mately  to  the  fame  point  ;  to  the 
depreciation  of  the  Ottoman  pow¬ 
er  and  government,  the  narrowing 
of  its  European  dominion,  and 
the  finally  throwing  every  thing 
on  that  fide  of  the  Danube  into 
the  hands  of  Rufiia.  The  at¬ 
tachment  which  the  Greek  Chrif- 
tians,  who  inhabit  thefe  provinces, 
had  fhewn  to  Rufiia  in  the  late 
w'sr,  had,  along  with  other  mo¬ 
tives,  induced  her  to  obtain  very 
confiderahle  concefiions  in  their 
favour  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
peace.  The  effect  of  the  partial 
advantages  granted  to  thefe  two 
provinces  was  foon  apparent,  by 
the  emigration  of  Chrifiian  inha¬ 
bitants,  from  thofe  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Danube  which  it  na¬ 
turally  occafioned ;  who,  as  well 
as  the  natives,  looked  up  to  ano¬ 
ther  power,  than  that  to  which 
they  avowed  allegiance,  for  fa¬ 
vour  and  protection.  In  order  to 
fecure  their  independence  on  the 
Porte,  Rufiia  made  a  demand, 
that  thofe  princes  fhould  not  be 
depofed  or  punifhed,  (misfortunes 
to  which  they  were  particularly 
liable)  on  any  pretence  or  account 
whatever. 

In  fo  unhappy  a  fiate  of  weak- 
nefs  and  dilorder  was  that  vail 
and  unweildy  empire,  that  it  might 
be  a  quefiion  of  doubt,  whether 
to  admire  the  fpirit,  or  to  con¬ 
demn 
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demn  the  rafhnefs,  which  induced 
the  apparent  refolution  and  vi¬ 
gour,  with  which  She  prepared  for 
war.  The  ill  fuccefs  of  the  late 
war,  had  drawn  out  and  exhibited 
in  their  utmoft  magnitude  thofe 
enormous  diforders,  which  had 
for  fo  many  years  been  acquiring 
growth,  under  a  weak  and  wretch¬ 
ed  fydem  of  government.  The 
didant  provinces  were  dill  torn 
to  pieces  by  faction  and  diffention  ; 
and  the  officers  of  the  Hate,  as 
well  as  the  great  men  of  the  re- 
fpeftive  countries,  were  Still,  in 
many  inftances,  too  powerful  to 
be  governed.  To  crown  the  cala¬ 
mity,  the  plague  had  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year  made  fuch  horrible 
ravages  in  Condantinople,  as  had 
not  been  before  known  in  that  ca¬ 
pital,  (to  which  it  is  fo  frequent 
a  vifitor)  fince  its  firlt  acquisition 
by  the  Ottomans.  It  was  com¬ 
puted  that  above  160,000  perfons 
perifhed  by  that  dreadful  diforder, 
within  the  metropolis  and  its  en 
virons. 

On  the  other  hand,  though 
Ruffia  was  confcious  of  the  advan¬ 
tages  acquired  by  the  late  treaty, 
lhe  was  far  from  defirous  pf  war. 
That  war,  amidft  its  great  and 
fplendid  fuccefles,  had  difcovered 
fome  Symptoms  of  internal  weak- 
neis.  The  rebellion  of  Pugatf- 
cheff,  was  a  fit  which  laid  open 
fome  defeft  in  the  conftitution. 
Befides,  Ruffia  probably  could  ne¬ 
ver  hope,  with  the  confent  of 
other  powers,  to  obtain  advantages 
equal  to  the  victories  (he  might 
hereafter  purchafe  as  dearly  as  lhe 
had  done  thofe  of  the  preceding 
war.  By  which,  along  with  her 
laurels.  She  brought  the  plague 
into  a  country  exhaufted  of  men 
and  treafure.  The  emprefs  was 


therefore  very  willing  to  receive 
any  mediation,  confident  with  her 
dignity,  which  in  all  events  lhe 
was  refolved  not  to  Sacrifice* 
France  had  the  addrefs  to  avail 
herSelf  of  this  foliation.  The 
French  minider  was  again  the 
friendly  mediator,  and  the  Success¬ 
ful  negociator  in  bringing  about 
an  accommodation.  And  his  me¬ 
rits  and  Services  were  again  ho¬ 
noured  and  rewarded,  with  Si¬ 
milar  expredions  of  gratitude,  and 
with  Similar  marks  of  favour  from 
both  fides. 

It  was,  in  the  nrd  indance  more 
efpecially,  a  matter  of  no  Small 
general  adonifhment,  that  Great 
Britain,  which  had  been  fo  long 
and  fo  clofely  united,  in  the  drift¬ 
ed  bands  of  friendihip,  and  ap¬ 
parent  political  communion  of 
views  and  intereds,  with  Ruffia„ 
and  which  had  even  gone  fome  ex¬ 
traordinary  length  in  the  late  war 
in  her  favour.  Should  not  have  un¬ 
dertaken  the  friendly  office  of  me¬ 
diator  ;  by  which  means  die  would 
likewife  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  wearing  off  that,  not  unfound¬ 
ed,  jealoufy,  which  the  Porte 
could  not  but  entertain  of  her 
late  conduft.  On  the  other  hand, 
a  drong  jealoufy  had  for  Several 
years  fubfided  between  France 
and  Ruffia;  and  their  political  in- 
terefts  and  regards  fo  much  claihed 
with  refpeft  to  that  war,  that  all 
the  world  knew,  it  was  in  a  good 
meafure  the  apprehendon  of  Eng¬ 
land,  which  prevented  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon  from  taking  a  decided 
part  againd  the  latter,  upon  her 
fending  a  fleet  to  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean. 

Whether  it  was  that  we  were 
too  feeble  in  the  Mediterranean  to 
appear  with  £ny  luflre  in  fuch  a 

negotiation. 
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negociation,  the  effedl  feemed  to 
be,  that  France,  for  fome  time  at 
leaft,  feemed  to  attain  the  afcen- 
dant  at  St.  Peterlburgh,  and  the 
credit  of  Great  Britain  in  that 


court  proportionally  to  decline. 

__  We  are  not  en- 

March  2 1  .  tjrejy  mailers  of  the 

conditions  of  the  new  convention 
which  was  now  figned.  Concei- 
iions  were  made  on  both  lid es  ;  and 
matters  of  claim,  interference, 
and  litigation,  amicably  adjufled. 
Some  conceffions  were  made  by  the 
Porte  with  refpe£t  to  commerce, 
and  fome  new  regulations  made  in 
favour  of  its  Chriflian  fubje£ls. 
On  the  other  hand,  Rulfia  relaxed 
in  fome  matters  with  refpedt  to  the 


Crimea,  and  the  provinces  of  Mol¬ 
davia  and  Walachia,  and  obtained 
fatisfafition  in  others.  The  new 
Khan  of  the  Tartars  was  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  the  Porte,  and  the  appa¬ 
rent  independency  of  the  Crimea 
confirmed  on  both  Tides.  The 


Emprefs  of  Raffia  had  on  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  difplaying  her  ufuai 
magnificence,  by  the  fplendid  pre- 
fents  which  fhe  made  to  the  French 
and  Turkifh  minifters,  as  well  as 
to  M.  de  Stachief,  her  own  refi- 


dent  at  Conftantinople  ;  who  re¬ 
ceived  the  valuable,  but  in  other 
countries  unheard  of  gift,  oi  a 
thoufand  peafants  ;  a  kind  of  gift, 
which  alio  includes  the  land  which 
they  cultivate  and  inhabit.  Upon 
the  whole,  this  convention  feems 
to  have  afforded  confiderable  fatis- 
fadtion  to  both  parties  ;  nor  has 
any  matter  of  complaint  or  dif- 
pute  fince  arifen  on  either  fide. 
By  this  arrangement,  the  Porte 
has  had  time  to  breathe,  and 
to  fettle  its  affairs.  With  re- 
fpedl  to  Ruffia,  it  has  afforded 
her  leifure  to  direct  her  atten¬ 
tion  to  her  confl&nt  object ;  that 


of  difplaying  her  authority,  by 
becoming  an  arbiter  in  the  public 
affairs  of  Europe  ;  although,  per¬ 
haps,  the  means  of  her  becoming 
the  greatefl  monarchy  in  the  uni- 
verfe,  (if  fhe  be  not  already  fuch) 
do  not  lie  on  the  fide  of  Europe. 

With  regard  to  other  powers, 
Spain,  in  conformity  to  the  new, 
and,  to  us,  dangerous  fyfiem,  a- 
dopted  by  the  houfe  of  Bourbon, 
dire&ed  her  whole  attention  to  her 
navy ;  whilft  her  land  force  conti¬ 
nued  in  its  ulual  form.  As  her 
refcript  to  the  court  of  London,  on 
the  ,6th  of  June,  avowed  the 
part  fhe  would  take,  fo  die  fiege 
of  Gibraltar,  which  fpeedily  fol¬ 
lowed,  pointed  out  the  firfl  and 
immediate  objed  of  her  de- 
figns. 

France,  under  a  new  king,  and 
who  was  not  originally  fufpeded  of 
great  defigns,  experienced  a  won¬ 
derful  change  in  her  circumflances. 
That  prince  very  icon  appeared  to 
follow  better  maxims  than  thofe  of 
his  predeceffors.  His  firfl  flep  was 
to  reconcile  ail  differences  between 
the  crown  and  the  body  of  the  law. 
He  drew  from  negled  and  obfcu- 
rity  men  without  intrigue,  who 
were  rendered  refpeftable  to  the 
public  by  a  general  opinion  of 
their  probity.  Maurepas,  was  a 
perfon  long  laid  afide ;  and  now 
much  advanced  in  years  ;  but  he 
preferved,  in  that  great  age,  confi¬ 
derable  vigour  of  rnind.  He  is 
at  prefent,  without  any  office,  the 
moil  prevalent  in  the  French  coun¬ 
cils.  St.  Germain,  whofe  con¬ 
duct  in  the  late  war  had  entitled 
him  to  unfverfal  efleem,  was  in  a 
like  manner  drawn  from  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  his  province,  and  placed 
in  the  office  of  fecretary  of  flate  5 
in  which,  if  he  had  lived,  there 
is  no  doubt  he  would  have  done 

great 
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great  fervices.  Mr.  De  Sartine, 
was  not  a  man  of  rank  ;  but  he 
had  the  merit  of  following  up, 
with  extraordinary  fpirit  and  dili¬ 
gence,  the  plan  of  increaiing  the  ma¬ 
rine,  which  had  been  adopted  in  the 
late  reign  ;  but  more  languidly  pur- 
fued  on  account  of  the  ill  hate  of 
the  revenue.  But  the  prefent  king 
took  a  Hill  flronger  flep  in  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  that  important  objeft. 
Louis  the  XVI.  had  the  magnani¬ 
mity,  to  place  Mr.  Necker,  a  fo¬ 
reign  gentleman,  and  a  proteftant, 
at  the  head  of  his  finances.  The 
fuccefs  and  reward,  were  equal  to 
the  liberality  and  wifdom  of  the 
meafure.  France  recovered  her 
public  credit.  The  people  of 
France,  for  the  firft  time,  had  the 
fatisfadlion  of  feeing  a  war  carried 
on  by  facrifices  on  the  part  of  the 
king,  and  with  an  attention  to  the 
eafe  and  relief  of  the  people.  This 
meafure  could  not  fail  to  encou¬ 
rage  and  promote  their  confidence 
in  government  ;  and  mull:  prove  a 
fource  of  flrength,  which  that 
great  monarchy  never  poffeffed  be¬ 
fore.  The  virtues  of  a  republican 
Fate  were  profeffed,  and  in  fome 
meafure  pratlifed. 

France  opened  the  year  by  a  fuc- 
cefsful  expedition  to  the  coaft  of 
Africa.  The  Iquadron  employed 
upon  this  fervice  was  commanded 
by  the  Marquis  de  Vaudrevi.1,  and 
a  land  force,  much  greater  than 
was  neceffary,  (but  both  taking 
Africa  only  in  their  way  to  rein¬ 
force  D’Eftaing  in  the  Well  in¬ 
dies.)  was  commanded  by  the  Duke 
de  Lauzun.  As  the  garrifons  in 
that  quarter  were  totally  incapa¬ 
ble  of  making  any  refiftance,  the 
Bricifli  forts,  fettlements,  facto¬ 
ries,  and  property,  at  Senegal,  in 
the  river  Gambia,  and  other  parts 
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of  that  coaft,  fell  without  trouble 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  be- 
tw'een  the  latter  end  of  January, 
and  that  of  February,  17 79.  The 
French  upon  that  fuccefs,  aban¬ 
doned  the  ifland  of  Goree,  which, 
they  had  recovered  by  the  late 
peace  ;  and  tranfported  the  artil¬ 
lery  and  garrifon  to  {Lengthen  Se¬ 
negal.  Sir  Edward  Hughes  foort 
afterwards,  on  his  paffage  to  the 
Eaft  Indies,  feized  and  garrifoned 
the  ifland  of  Goree  ;  and  as  he  had 
a  body  of  troops  on  board  the 
fquadron,  it  was  eagerly  expefled 
and  hoped  by  the  public  at  home* 
that  he  would  have  recovered  thofe 
fettlements  which  we  had  fo  newly 
loft.  But  as  no  attempt  of  that 
fort  was  made,  it  muft  be  con¬ 
cluded  that  officer’s  orders  did  not 
extend  fo  far.  It  was  perhaps  an 
objedl  not  fo  important  as  to  rifque 
upon  it  the  much  greater  objects 
which  were  then  in  view’. 

As  the  fummer  advanced  it  was 
thought  neceffary  in  France  to  at¬ 
tempt  fomething,  which  might 
fhew  an  early  alacrity  in  fome  fore 
correfpondent  to  their  great  mili¬ 
tary  preparations.  The  firfi  was 
an  attempt  on  the  ifle  of  J erfey, 
part  of  the  ancient  dutchy  of  Nor  ¬ 
mandy.  This,  with  Guernfey  and 
the  leffer  iflands,  being  the  foie 
remains  of  our  vail  poffeffions 
on  the  continent  of  Europe. 

The  defign  was  laid  by  a  prince, 
or  count  of  Naffau  ;  whofe  an- 
ceftor,  if  we  are  not  mifinformed, 
had  rendered  a  very  difputed  claim, 
of  being  in  fome  manner  defend¬ 
ed  Lorn  a  defundl  branch  of  that 
illuftrious  family,  the  means  of 
much  furthering  his  fortunes  in. 
France.  The  force  employed  up¬ 
on  this  fervice  has  been  eftimated, 
by  different  accounts,  from  three, 

to 
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to  five  or  fix  thoufand  men.  They 
**  n  appeared  in  fight  of  the 
V  lft’  island,  in  about  fifty  flat- 
s779*  bottomed  boats,  under 
the  convoy  of  five  frigates  and 
feme  armed  cutters,  early  in  the 
morning,  and  attempted  a  debark¬ 
ation  in  St,  Ouen’s  Bay.  But 
they  were  fo  warmly  and  vigoroufly 
leceived,  by  the  78th  regiment, 
and  by  the  militia  of  the  ifland, 
that  after  a  faint,  fpiritlefs,  and 
ill  fupported  attempt,  they  relin- 
quiffied  the  enterprize,  with  very 
little  lofs  on  either  fide. 

Trifling  and  ineffective  as  this 
«Kverfion  was,  it  had  the  fortune 
of  being  productive  of  feme  con- 
fequences,  with  refpecl  to  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war.  For  it  happened  that 
Admiral  Arbuthnot,  with  a  fqua- 
dron  of  men  of  war,  and  a  prodi¬ 
gious  convoy,  amounting  to  about 
four  hundred  merchantmen  and 
transports,  was  then  on  the  outlet 
of  his  voyage  to  New  York.  He 
happened  to  fall  in  with  the  vefiel 
which  was  fent  exp  refs  from  jerfey 
to  England,  with  the  hr  ft  account 
of  the  attack  upon,  and  the  appa¬ 
rent  imminent  danger  of  the  ifland. 
That  commander  had  fpirit  and 
refolution  enough,  rather  to  ha¬ 
zard  any  perfonal  confequence  that 
might  attend  his  venturing  upon  a 
breach  of  orders,  than  to  fufFer 
the  lofs  of  fo  valuable  an  ifland, 
whilA  he  commanded  a  force  in 
the  channel.  He  accordingly  or¬ 
dered  the  convoy  to  wait  for  him 
at  Torbay,  and  proceeded  himfelf 
with  the  fquadron,  to  the  relief 
of  jerfey.  Although  the  delay  im¬ 
mediately  occafiohed  by  this  mea¬ 
ts  re ,  was  in  the  fir  ft  in  fiance  but 
trifling,  yet  through  the  fucceed- 
ingr  cafualties  of  wind  and  wea- 
tier,  the  fleet  was  net  able  0  get 
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clear  of  the  land  of  England,  un¬ 
til  the  beginning  of  the  enfuing 
month,  and  did  not  arrive  at  New 
York  till  near  the  end  of  Augufi. 
As  that  fleet  conveyed  the  rein¬ 
forcements,  camp  equipage,  ftores, 
and  other  neceffaries,  which  were 
to  enable  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to 
open  the  campaign  with  any  vi¬ 
gour,  the  confequences  of  fo  late 
an  arrival  are  fufficiendy  obvious. 

Notwithftanding  the  repulfe  and 
difappointment  which  attended  the 
late  attempt  upon  jerfey,  the 
defign  did  not,  however,  ieem  to 
be  relinquifhed.  The  French  troops 
were  landed  and  retained  for  feve- 
rai  days  on  the  fmall  iflands  which 
lie  between  it  and  the  continent  ; 
while  the  armed  vefleis  paraded  on 
the  oppofite  coafts  of  Normandy. 
The  fpirit,  activity,  and  gallantry 
of  Sir  Tames  Wallace,  in  the  Ex¬ 
periment  of  50  guns,  being  fe- 
conded  by  two  frigates,  and  as 
many  armed  brigs,  by  which  he 
was  accompanied,  put  an  end  to 
this  appearance  of  threat,  and  Hate 
of  alarm.  That  officer  having 
purfued  feveral  large  frigates,  with 
feme  fmaller  craft,  into  the  bay  of 
Concalle  in  Normandy,  until- they 
had  run  afhore  under  the  cover  of 
a  battery,  and  his  pilots  not  ven¬ 
turing  to  take  any  farther  charge 
of  his  Flip,  he  dire&ly  took  that 
charge  and  rifque  upon  himfelf, 
and  boldly  carried  her  n  , 

up  the  bay,  and  layed  "3th- 

her  aihore  abreaft  of  the  battery. 
In  that  fituation  he  continued  to 
engage,  until  he  had  filenced  the 
guns  of  the  battery,  and  compelled 
the  French  crews  to  abandon  their 
fliips ;  which  being  then  boarded 
by  the  armed  boats  from  the  Ex¬ 
periment  and  Cabot  brig,  the  La 
Danae,  of  34  guns,  and  rated  at 
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250  men,  with  two  {mail  loaded 
prizes,  were  brought  fafely  off ; 
but  the  country  people,  with  fome 
troops  and  militia,  now  keeping 
up  a  conftant  fire,  with  cannon  and 
howitzers,  as  well  as  fmall  arms 
from  the  fhore,  they  were  obliged 
to  be  contented  with  burning,  or 
othenvife  deftroying,  two  other 
flout  frigates,  an  armed  cutter  of 
16  guns,  with  a  number  of  fmall 
craft. 

The  attempt  upon  Jerfey  ap¬ 
peared,  however,  to  be  only  a 
prelude,  or  intended  as  a  prepara¬ 
tory  exercife,  to  that  grand  inva- 
fion  of  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  or 
both,  which  feemed  at  that  time, 
and  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
fummer,  to  be  in  the  immediate 
contemplation  of  France.  Whe¬ 
ther  that  defign  was  really  adopt¬ 
ed,  was,  with  fome,  a  matter  of 
doubt  ;  but  it  was  certainly  ftrong- 
ly  indicated  by  appearances  ;  the 
northern  provinces  of  France  were 
every-  where  in  motion  ;  as  well 
on  the  coafts,  as  in  the  interior 
country.  Armies  were  marched 
down  to  the  fea  coafts  of  Norman¬ 
dy  and  Brittany  ;  the  ports  in  the 
bay  and  on  the  channel,  which 
were  the  bell  calculated  for  the 
purpofe,  were  crowded  with  {hip¬ 
ping  ;  and  the  king  named  the  ge¬ 
nerals  and  principal  officers,  who 
were  to  command  or  to  aft  in  a 
grand  intended  expedition.  The 
military  power  of-  England  was 
not  at  that  time  fully  called  forth  ; 
and  the  defencelefs  Hate  of  Ire¬ 
land  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
might  well  have  given  birth  to  fuch 
a  defign. 

Whatever  the  defigns  of  the  ene¬ 
my  were.  Great  Britain  feemed  to 
have  one  great  objedt  of  policy  with 
refpect  to  the  diredlion  and  difpoft- 


tion  of  her  naval  force  in  Europe. 
This  was  to  prevent  the  junction 
of  the  French  and  Spanifh  fleets, 
by  blocking  the  former  up  in  the 
port  of  Bred,  until  the  feafon  of 
enterprize  was  over. 

Although  this  meafure  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  in  contemplation,  yet, 
whether  the  naval  preparation  of 
Great  Britain  was  not  lb  forward 
as  was  imagined  and  given  out  ; 
or  from  whatever  caufe,  the  fea 
was  left  open ;  and  the  French  fleet 
at  Breil  was  permitted  to  join  the 
Spanifh  at  Cadiz.  This  negledi, 
or  neceffity,  was  the  more  felt,  as 
it  ferved  in  its  confequences  to  go¬ 
vern  all  the  enfuing  naval  events 
of  the  campaign  ;  and  to  give  a 
new  call  and  colour  to  the  Hate  of 
public  affairs  between  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon  and  Great  Britain.  The 
murmur  and  diffatisfadfion  were 
likewife  much  increafed,  from  a 
general  report  and  opinion,  not 
only  that  the  French  fleet  was  more 
backward  in  point  of  preparation 
and  condition  than  the  Britifti,  but 
that  the  latter  had  been  dilatory- 
in  its  motions  after  it  had  failed, 
as  well  as  flack  in  its  endeavours 
to  prepare  for  failing.  However 
thefe  charges  or  opinions  might 
have  been  founded,  they  could  not 
but  derive  great  ftrength  from  the 
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fubfequent  infult  on  our  coafts, 
which  appeared  to  be  the  direct 
confequence  of  that  jundlion  of  the 
enemies  united  force. 

The  French  fleet,  confiding  of 
about  28  fail  of  the  line,  under 
the  command  of  M.  D’Orvil- 
liers,  failed  from  Breft  early 
in  the  month  of  June,  and 
by  directing  its  courfe  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  indicated  its  deflination  to 
the  coaft  of  Spain.  It  has  been 
flnee  flud,  that  it  was  very  defec¬ 
tive 
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live  in  point  of  preparation  ;  but 
that  it  hurried  to  fea  in  that  con¬ 
dition,  from  an  apprehenfion  of 
its  being  intercepted  by  the  Bri- 
tilh  Beet  under  Sir  Charles  Har¬ 
dy,  which  was  then  daily  expect¬ 
ed  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay,  It  fpent 
forae  confiderable  time  on  the 
Spanilh  coalts  ;  and  it  was  re¬ 
ported,  that  feme  piifunderltand- 
ing,  or  difference,  between  feme 
of  the  commanders  on  both  Tides, 
prevented  an  enterprize  of  the 
utmoff  importance  from  taking 
place.  It  would  feem  that  this 
mail  allude  to  an  attack  upon 
Gibraltar,  a  defign  which  does 
not,  however,  feem  very  conflf- 
tent  with  their  fubfequent  con¬ 
duct.  It  does  not  feem  improba¬ 
ble  that  the  delay  proceeded  from 
the  defeCl  of  preparation  on  both 
jfldes. 

However  that  may  be,  the 
whole  force  being  at  length  join¬ 
ed,  the  combined  fleets  made  a 
tremendous  appearance  ;  amount¬ 
ing  to  between  fixty  and  feventy 
line  of  battle  fliips,  befldes  a 
cloud  of  frigates,  flrefhips,  and 
all  thole  fmaller  kinds  and  deno¬ 
minations  of  veffels  which  in  any 
manner  appertain  to  war.  This 
formidable  force,  having  turned  its 
face  to  the  ^northward,  continued 
to  direCt  its  courfe  to  the  coalts  of 
Great  Britain. 

It  was  rather  lingular,  that  the 
Britilh  home  fleet,  under  Sir 
Charles  Hardy,  amounting  to 
about  35,  or  from  thence  to  38 
Ihips  of  the  line,  was  then  cruiz¬ 
ing  in  feme  part  of  the  bay,  or 
iomewhere  near  the  chops  of  the 
channel,  and  was  paffed  by  this 
great  armament,  which  covered 
fo  great  an  extent  of  ocean,  with* 
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out  their  having  any  knowledge 
of  each  other. 

The  enemy  entered  the  Britilh 
channel  about  the  middle  of  Au- 
guft,  and  paraded  two  or  three 
days  before  Plymouth,  to  the 
great  alarm  of  the  people,  but 
without  making  any  attempt  on 
the  place.  The  Ardent  man  of 
war,  of  64  guns,  which  was  on 
her  way  from  Portfmouth  to  join 
Sir  Charles  Hardy,  miflaking 
them  from  the  Britilh  fleet*  had, 
however,  the  misfortune  of  being 
taken  in  fight  of  Plymouth.  A 
ffrong  eafterly  wind,  which  conti¬ 
nued  for  feveral  days,  feems  to  have 
driven  them  out  of  the  channel. 
They  ^however  pretended,  that 
they  went  in  fearch  of  the  Britilh 
fleet  ;  and  they  continued  to 
range  about  the  Land’s  End,  the 
Scilly  Iflands,  and  the  chops  of 
the  channel,  until  the  end  of  the 
month.  On  the  laft  of  Auguft, 
the  wind  being  in  his  favour.  Sir 
Charles  Hardy  gained  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  channel,  in  light  of 
the  combined  fleets,  without  their 
being  able  to  prevent  him.  The 
great  objeft  of  that  commander, 
was  to  draw  them  up  to  the  nar¬ 
row  part  of  the  channel,  where, 
if  he  fliould  be  obliged  to  an  en¬ 
gagement,  he  could  engage  upon 
lefs  difadvantageous  terms ;  and 
where,  either  a  defeat,  or  certain 
changes  of  the  wind,  might  have 
been  prodo&ive  of  the  molt  ruin¬ 
ous  confequences  to  the  enemy. 

The  enemy  purfued  him  as'  high 
up  as  Plymouth  ;  but  being  fen- 
flble  of  the  danger,  particularly 
at  that  feafen  of  the  year,  they 
did  not  adventure  much  farther. 
And  as  the  combined  fleets  were 
now  become  fickly  in  the  mod 

extreme- 
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extreme  degree,  id  as  almoft 
wholly  to  difable  fome  of  the 
fhips  ;  that  their  fhips  were  other- 
wife  much  out  of  condition  ;  and 
the  equinox  fall  approaching ; 
their  commanders  thought  it  ne- 
ceflary,  pretty  early  in  September, 
totally  to  abandon  the  Britifh  coafts, 
and  repair  to  Breft  for  the  affift- 
ances  which  they  wanted. 

Thus  ended  the  expectations  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  apprehenfions 
cf  Great  Britain.  Never  had 
perhaps  fo  great  a  naval  force 
Been  aflembled  on  the  leas.  Ne¬ 


ver  any  by  which  lefs  was  done* 
or,  except  by  ficknefs,  lefs  fuf- 
fered. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more 
fortunate  in  thefe  circumltancos* 
than  the  arrival  in  England,  a 
few  days  before  the  appearance  of 
the  enemy,  of  a  great  Jamaica 
fleet,  amounting  to  about  200 
fhips ;  and  that  eight  homeward 
bound  Eafl:  Indiamen,  having  time¬ 
ly  notice  of  the  danger,  had  there¬ 
by  an  opportunity  of  putting  into 
Limerick  in  Ireland. 


CHAP.  II. 


State  of  public  affairs  previous  to  the  meeting  cf  parliament ,  Vafi 

combination  of  power  againfi  Great  Britain .  Proclamations  ;  for  re¬ 
prisals  on  Spain  ;  and  for  de fen  five  meafures  in  cafe  of  an  invafitm* 
/' aricus  manifefios ,  and  public  pieces ,  iffued  by  the  belli t ger ant  powers* 
Some  obfer  vat  ions  on  the  charges  exhibited  by  Spain.  Ofienfible  caufes% 
and  real  motives  for  war,  on  the  fide  ofi  the  Houfe  ofi  Bourbon .  Ire¬ 
land.  Caufes  which  led  to  the  prefent  fiate  ofi  affairs  in  that  kingdom „ 
Commercial ,  and  non-confumption  agreements .  French  invafion  threat¬ 
ened.  Military  affociations.  People  become  firongly  armed.  Exemplary 
1  condndi  ofi  the  affociators .  Prudent  meajures  ofi  government  in  that 
country.  General  demand  ofi  a  firee  and  unlimited  commerce.  D  if  con¬ 
tents  in  Scotland ,  under  an  a.pprehenfion  of  a  relaxation  of  the  popery 
laws.  Outrages  in  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow.  Subfcripiions  for  raifing 
troops,  and  other  public  purpofies.  Eafi  India  company  grant  bounties 
for  raifing  6000  feamen,  and  undertake  to  build  three  Jhips  ofi  the  line * 
as  an  augmentation  to  the  royal  navy .  State  of  parties .  Changes  in 
adminiflration.  Meeting  ofi  the  Irifh  parliament . 


TH  E  recefs  of  parliament, 
in  the  year  1779,  opened 
a  period  of  great  danger,  and 
prefented  a  new  and  unufual  face 
of  public  affairs,  with  refpeCt  to 
this  country.  Our  fituation  in 
the  preceding  year  had  been 
deemed  fufficiently  alarming  and 
perilous.  We  had,  however,  the 
fortune  to  fuflain  our  ancient  naval 
reputation  ;  to  maintain  our  fo- 


vereignty  perfeCl  in  the  Euro¬ 
pean  leas  ;  to  afford  the  fulleft 
protection  to  our  own  commerce, 
whilft  we  nearly  ruined  that  of 
the  enemy,  and  to  fuffer  no  dis¬ 
grace  any  where.  It  is  true,  that 
abroad,  we  loll  the  valuable 
ifland  of  Dominica  ;  but  if  this 
was  not  compenfated  for  in  point 
of  commercial  value  by  the  re¬ 
duction  of  St.  Lucia,  it  was  am- 

ply 
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ply  fb  with  regard  to  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  a  naval  ftation,  and  in 
point  of  honour,  by  the  double 
defeat  both  by  fea  and  land, 
which,  with  forces  fo  greatly 
unequal,  D’Eftaing  received  from 
the  gallantry  and  conduct  of  Ad¬ 
miral  Barrington  and  General 
Meadows.  At  the  fame  time, 
the  advantages  obtained  in  the 
Eaft  Indies  were  of  the  firft  im¬ 
portance  ;  and  the  reduction  of 
Georgia,  opened  the  way  for 
goading  and  wounding  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  in  their  molt  tender  and 
fenfible  part,  by  that  war  which 
has  been  ever  flnce  carried  on  in 
the  fouthern  colonies. 

In  this  year,  the  appearance  of 
things  was  by  no  means  fo  favour¬ 
able.  The  fags  of  our  enemies, 
were  now  for  the  fir  ft  time,  or  at 
leaft  after  a  very  long  interval, 
feen  flying  triumphant  in  our  leas, 
and  their  fleets  braving  the  Bri- 
tifh  fhores-  with  impunity.  The 
mighty  acceflion  of  the  whole 
weight  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy, 
to  that  dangerous  confederacy 
Which  was  already  formed  againft 
US,  could  not  but  deeply  link  a 
fcale,  which,  without  that  accef- 
iion,  whs  apparently  to  a  level 
with  our  own.  Such  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  real  power,  and  of  aCtual 
effective  force-,  has  feldom  been 
known  in  Europe  upon  any  occa- 
fion,  much  lefs  againft  any  Angle 
ilate  ;  excepting,  perhaps,  only 
that,  w]iich  was  lately  united, 
but  without  any  application  of 
jftrength,  in  the  partition  of  Po¬ 
land.  The  great  and  formidable 
confederacy  againft  the  king  of 
Pruflia  in  the  late  war,  will  not 
hold  in  this  companion.  For  be- 
fldes  that  he  was  ably  fupported 
by  a  molt  potent  ally,  various 


impediments  arofe  in  the  way, 
which  prevented  the  accumula¬ 
tion,  and  the  aCtual  exertion  of 
feveral  of  the  parts,  of  that  vaft 
force  which  was  deftined  to  his 
deftruCtion.  The  operations  of 
one  of  the  molt  formidable  of  his 
enemies,  were  greatly  impeded 
by  diftance,  and  ftill  more  by  in¬ 
ternal  circumftances.  A  feCond, 
not  lefs  dangerous,  was,  except- 
ing  a  very  fhort  period,  taken, 
wholly  off  his  hands  by  Great 
Britain.  A  third,  was  deprived 
of  power  by  furprize ;  and  a 
fourth,  was  ineffective  by  nature. 
Similar  exceptions  might  be  found 
with  refpeCt  to  the  grand  alliance 
formed  againft  Lewis  the  XIV, 
at  the  opening  of  the  prefent  cen¬ 
tury  ;  and  it  fliould  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  Spain,  though  it  was, 
in  fome  refpe&s,  rather  a  burthen, 
than  an  acceflion  of  force  to  that 
monarch,  yet  was  more  conve¬ 
niently  Situated  for  him  than  for 
his  enemies  ;  and  that  the  trea- 
fures  and  commerce  of  the  Indies 
were  in  a  great  mealure  in  his 
hands  during  the  war. 

It  was  not  even  againft  a  ftate. 
Angle,  but  whole,  that  the  pre¬ 
fent  mighty  combination  of  power 
was  directed.  It  was  againft  a 
ftate,  already  weakened  by  a  ru¬ 
inous  civil  war,  and  now  depart¬ 
ed  by  defection  ;  vvhilft  the  fever¬ 
ed  parts  operated  againft  it  in  the 
duplicate  ratio,  of  a  privation  of 
native  ftrength,  and  a  communi¬ 
cation  of  aCtual  force  to  the  com¬ 
bination. 

The  reflftance  of  Great  Britain 
to  that  mighty  combination,  fill¬ 
ed  all  thofe  parts  of  Europe 
which  looked  on  with  altonifh- 
ment  and  refpeCt.  At  home,  her 
refources  feemed  to  grow  with  her 

necef- 
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neceffities.  In  no  part  of  the 
World  was  her  naval  or  military 
glory  obfcured,  where  it  was 
thought  proper  to  exert,  either 
her  naval  or  her  military  power. 
The  combined  force  of  the  ene¬ 
my  was  incumbered  with  thofe 
difficulties  which  ever  attend 
combined  operations :  and  this 
was  probably  the  caufe  of  their 
lofs  of  feveral  opportunities,  the 
right  ufe  of  which  might  have 
proved  fatal  to  us.  It  was  not, 
as  in  the  war  again  ft  Louis  the 
fourteenth,  in  the  power  of  the 
allies  to  bring  orv  thofe  great  bat¬ 
tles  which  decide  the  fate  of  em¬ 
pires.  The  war  was  at  lea  ;  and 
the  fea  is  a  wide  held.  The  na¬ 
val  mode  of  war  is  perhaps  in  its 
nature  not  fo  decifive  as  that 
which  is  carried  on  by  land.  It 
was  become  every  day  more  and 
more  difficult  to  bring  on  a  de- 
cifion  by  land.  The  alarm  of  the 
preceding  time  had  caufed  a  great 
exertion  in  England,  which, 
from  a  ftate  very  much  unpre¬ 
pared,  became  at  length  to  be 
powerfully  armed.  It  muft  be 
oblerved,  however,  that  this 
ftand,  which  was  made  fometimes 
by  bold  pufhes,  and  fometimes 
by  prudent  retreats,  has  had  no 
tendency  to  bring  the  war  to  a 
termination.  The  heterogeneous 
parts  of  the  alliance  obtained 
time  to  coalefce.  The  great  fub- 
je<ft  of  alarm  to  all  thinking  men 
was  the  regular  progreifive  growth 
of  the  enemy’s  naval  force  ;  and 
that  not  only  in  number  of  {hips, 
but  alfo  in  naval  ikiil.  This  had 
been  too  much  overlooked  ^in  the 
beginning,  from  our  confined  at¬ 
tention  to  the  American  war. 
Againft  this  no  fulficient  precau¬ 
tion  feems  to  have  been  taken. 
Voe.  XX11I. 


Whether  afterwards  it  was  in  our 
power  to  recover  our  iuperiority, 
it  is  not  eafy  to  determine. 

Thus,  we  not  only  had  to  en¬ 
counter  the  aritient  fpirit  and 
gallantry  of  our  neighbour  rivals, 
but  likewile  that  artificial  and 
dangerous  courage,  arifing  from 
a  confcioufnels  of  profeffional 
knowledge  and  ability  ;  and  our 
feamen  could  not  but  be  amazed, 
to  fee  fome  of  their  own  peculiar 
chara&eriftics,  with  reipedt  to 
maritime  full  and  dexterity,  as 
it  were,  fuddenly  transferred  to 
the  enemy. 

The  hoftile  mani- 
fefto  prelented  by  the 
Marquis  D’ Almodo¬ 
var,  the  Spanifh  ambaffador,  be- 
fides  the  recal  of  Lord  Grantham 
from  Madrid,  drew  out  from  the 
court  of  London,  on  the  third 
day  after  it  was  prefented,  a  pro¬ 
clamation  for  reprizals  on  Spain, 
along  with  another,  containing 
regulations  for  the  diftribution  of 
prizes  taken  during  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  hoftilities  with  that  coun¬ 
try.  Thefe  were  fol¬ 
lowed,  foon  after  the 
rifing  of  parliament,  by  another 
proclamation,  which  announced 
to  the  public  the  receiving  intel¬ 
ligence  of  an  intended  invafion 
of  this  kingdom  by  our  enemies  ; 
and  which  likewife  ifiued  orders 
to  the  proper  officers,  for  care¬ 
fully  watching  the  coafts ;  and, 
upon  the  fir  ft  approach  of  the 
enemy,  for  the  immediate  remo¬ 
val  of  horfes,  oxen,  cattle,  and. 
provifions,  to  places  of  fecurity, 
and  at  a  proper  (but  undefined) 
diftance. 

Thefe  were  followed,  at  due 
intervals,  and  according  to  all 
the  eftabliffied  rules  of  form,  by 
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meafured  and  regular  difcharges 
of  the  diplomatique  artillery  on 
all  fides.  France  led  the  way,  as 
well  to  bring  Spain  forward  with  a 
good  grace  upon  the  occafion,  and 
to  juftify  their  refpe&ive  and  re¬ 
ciprocal  conduct,  as  to  convince 
the  world,  of  the  clofe  connection 
of  interefts  and  infeparable  union, 
which  fub lilted  between  the  two 
crowns.  She  accordingly  iffued 
her  manifefto,  under  the  title  of 
44  an  expofition  of  the  motives 
and  conduCt  of  his  molt  Chriltian 
majefty  towards  England. 5  *  In 
this  piece,  the  following xare  avow¬ 
ed  to  be  the  motives  of  the  war 
with  the  united  courts,  viz.  44  to 
* 4  avenge  their  refpedlive  injuries , 

and  to  put  an  end  to  that  tyran- 
* 17  nical  empire ,  which  England 
*c  has  ufurped ,  and  pretends  to 
44  maintain  up> on  the  ocean? 5 

Two  royal  Spanifh  Chedulas, 
as  they  are  called,  and  a  circular 
letter,  which  were  all  iffued  be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  June,  and  the  frit 
homed  in  five  days  after  the  deli- 

O  , 

very  of  the  refcript  at  London, 
may  be  confidered  ‘in  part  as 
domeltic  papers ;  for  although 
they  include,  in  effeCt,  a  decla¬ 
ration  of  war,  they  like  wife  hold 
out  a  jultification  of  the  king  to 
his  fubjeCts  for  his  having  recourfe 
to  that  extremity  ;  along  with  re¬ 
gulations  to  be  obferved  by  his 
officers,  in  refpeCt  to  the  perfons 
and  property  of  the  Englilh  within 
the  kingdom,  and  an  interdiction 
of  all  commerce  and  connection 
between  the  two  nations.-— In  the 
circular  letter,  the  three  following 
points  are  particularly  infilled  on, 
and  feem,  although  without  any 
direCt  fpeci fi'cat ion,  to  be  intend¬ 
ed  for  the  inltruCtion  of  the  Spa- 
:iilh  rninifters  at  foreign  courts ; 
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viz.  44  firlt,  that  whilft  the  couft 
44  of  London  fought  to  amufe 
44  that  of  Spain,  in  feeking  de- 
44  lays,  and  in  finally  refufing 
6,4  to  admit  the  honourable  and 
44  equitable  propofals  which  his 
44  majelty  made,  in  quality  of  me- 
44  diator,  to  eftablifti  peace  be- 
44  tween  France,  England,  and 
44  the  American  provinces,  the 
44  Britifn  cabinet  offered,  clan- 
44  ,deftinely,  by  means  of  fecret 
44  emiffaries,  conditions  of  like 
44  purpofe  with  the  propofitions 
44  of  his  majefty.’5-— 44  That  thefe 
44  offers  and  conditions  were  not 
44  to  llrange  or  indifferent  per- 
44  ions,  but  direCtly  and  imme- 
44  diately  to  the  minifier  of  th* 
44  American  provinces  refiding  at 
44  Paris. ”  And,  44  that  the  { Bri- 
,  “  tifli  minifier  hath  emitted  no- 
44  thing  to  procure,  by  many 
44  other  methods,  new  enemies  to 
<e  his  majefty.51 

All  this  might  be  true.  The 
Britifh  minilters  might  fee  reafon 
for  declining  the  mediation  of 
Spain,  and  applying  direCtly  to 
the  American  agents.  This  might 
have  been  a  proceeding  faulty  with 
regard  to  dignity  or  to  wile  policy; 
(though  that  is  by  no  means  clear) 
but  furnilhes  a  very  bad  reafon 
for  the  court  of  Spain  to  declare 
war  againtt  that  of  Great  Britain. 

Thefe  lefier  pieces  were  not 
long  after  followed  by  a  fiate  paper 
of  conliderable  length,  publifh- 
ed  at  Madrid,  in  the  nature  of 
a  manifefto,  declaring  the  motives 
which  had  induced  his  Catholic 
majefty  to  withdraw  his  ambaffa- 
dor,  and  to  a  Cl  hoftilely  again# 
England.  This  piece  abounds 
with  the  fame  fort  of  loofe  random 
charges,  exceedingly  deficient  in 
point  of  fpecification but  with 
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an  unufual  precifion,  in  giving  veffel  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar, 
the  fum  of  fuppofed  injuries  or  which  happened  to  be  becalmed, 
grievances,  in  round  and  definite  or  croffed  by  the  current,  as  fhe 


numbers,  which  fo  much  diitin- 
guiflied  that  prefented  by  the 
Marquis  D’Almodovar.  As  a 
juflification  of  the  charge  of  one 
hundred  injuries  laid  in  that  piece, 
and  a  proof  of  the  cautious  dread 
of  offending  the  truth,  which  pre¬ 
vailed  in  the  making  of  that  ftate- 
ment,  (which  is  likewife  particu¬ 
larly  noticed)  eleven  charges  are 
laid  here,  (as  the  lawyers  exprefs 
it)  in  one  count,  twelve  in  ano¬ 
ther,  and  eighty-fix  in  a  third. 
We  are  at  the  fame  time  allured, 
that  they  have  abftained  from 
leffer  and  more  diftant  matters 
of  complaint,  as  being  too  mul¬ 
titudinous  for  fpecification. 

Thefe  charges  may  be  arranged 
under  the  five  following  heads ; 
violations  of  territorial  rights  ; 
infults,  or  injuries,  to  the  Spa- 
nith  flag,  navy,  or  commerce  ; 
injuftice  of  the  Englifh  admiralty 
courts,  particularly,  or  entirely, 
in  the  Weft  Indies  ;  numberlefs 
wrongs,  of  various  kinds,  in  the 
Bay  of  Honduras  ;  and  perfonal 
contempt,  infult,  and  attempt  at 
injury,  to  the  Spanifh  monarch, 
during  the  late  negociations  for 
peace,  in  which  he  affirmed  the 
character  of  mediator. 

With  refpeft  to  the  firft  of  thefe 
heads,  confidering  it  diftindtly 
from  what  related  to  the  Bay  of 
Honduras,  the  only  charge  fpeci- 
fied,  is  directed  to  the  redrefs  of  a 
notorious  acl  of  violence  commit¬ 
ted  by  the  Spaniards  themfelves, 
who  in  open  defiance  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  flag,  had  unwarrantably  feiz- 
ed,  and  were  beginning  to  plun¬ 
der,  be  (ides  exceeding  ill  ufa^-e  to 
the  captain  and  crew,  a  fmall 


was  going  in  with  provifions  or 
neceffaries  for  the  ufe  of  that  for- 
trefs.  This  outrage  was  commit¬ 
ted  in  open  day -light,  in  the  fight 
of  the  garrifon>  and  under  the 
view  of  three  Bririfh  frigates  of 
war,  which  were  then  riding  in 
the  harbour.  As  the  want  of  wind 
did  not  admit  the  direfl  interfe¬ 
rence  of  the  frigates,  they  difpatch- 
ed  their  long-boats  for  the  re¬ 
demption  of  the  veffel;  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  crews  of  which  bravely 
performed  the  fervice,  by  cutting 
out  and  bringing  her  off,  from 
under  the  fire  of  the  Spanifh  bat¬ 
teries.  As  the  fuccefs  in  this  bu~ 
finefs  was  attended  by  thofe  ufual 
circumftances  of  triumph,  which 
are  in  feme  degree  peculiar  to 
that  intrepid  order  of  men  who 
were  the  a&ors  in  it,  thefe  now- 
con  ftituted  no  fmall  part  of  the 
prefent  charge. 

The  charges  claffed  under  the 
fecond  and  third  heads,  are  of  a 
nature  which  admit  of  no  opinion, 
much  lefs  decifion,  without  a  due 
courfe  of  enquiry,  including  a 
full  examination  of  the  evidence 
on  both  fides  ;  and  are  matters 
which  could  afford  no  difficulty 
in  the  fettling,  if  the  parties  were 
amicably  difpofed.  It  may,  how¬ 
ever,  be  obierved  on  the  whole, 
that  it  was  not  very  probable,  .  if 
any  fuch  violations  did  exift,  that 
they  were  countenanced  by  the 
Britifh  miniflers,  whole  policy 
with  regard  to  their  favourite 
points  in  America,  would  natu¬ 
rally  make  them  cautious  of  giving 
particular  caufe  of  quarrel  to  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon. 

The  charges  relative  to  imputed 
[Jt  J  2  or 
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or  real  tranfa&ions,  on  the  coads, 
or  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  would 
require  invedigation  and  evidence 
like  the  former,  in  order  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  queition  of  right  in  fome 
indances,  and  to  edablidi  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  fa£t  in  others.  Some  of 
them  are  evidently  and  grofsly 
miftated  ;  and  others  are  founded 
upon  claims,  which  are  either 
controverted  or  abfolutely  de¬ 
nied.  The  charge  of  exciting 
the  Mofquito  Indians  to  a  revolt, 
feems  not  better  fupported.  Some 
conne&fon  had  been  conftantly 
kept  up  with  thefe  people,  who 
having  never  acknowledged  the 
Spanifh.  dominion,  have  always 
b<ten  regarded  as  a  free  nation. 
Perhaps  the  affairs  on  that  coaft, 
ought  to  have  been  put  on  a  more 
didinCt  footing  in  the  treaty  of 
Paris. 

Under  the  lad  head  of  griev¬ 
ance  or  injury,  the  charge  of  du¬ 
plicity  made,  as  we  have  feen,  on 
the  court  of  London  in  the  cir¬ 
cular  letter,  is  more  fully  enforc¬ 
ed,  and  more  particularly  fpeci- 
&ed.  It  affects,  that  the  Britifh 
cabinet  or  minidry,  (as  they  are 
indifferently  called)  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  rejeCted  the  pro- 
pofals  made  openly  by  Spain,  as 
mediator,  in  the  negociations  for  a 
peace,  were  privately  insinuating 
themfelves  at  the  court  of  France, 
by  the  means  of  fecret  emid'arjes, 
and  making  very  great  offers  to 
her  to  abandon  the  colonies,  and 
to  make  a  peace  with  England. 
And,  that  at  the  very  fame  time 
they  were  treating,  by  means  of 
another  certain  ^miliary,  with 
Doctor  Franklin,  minilter  pleni¬ 
potentiary  from  the  America’s  co- 
fonies  at  Paris,  to  whom  they 
made  various  propofals  to  difunite 


them  from  France,  and  to  accom¬ 
modate  matters  with  England ; 
thus,  not  only  holding  out  condi¬ 
tions  fimilar  to  thofe  which  they 
had  rejected  and  fpurned  at,  when 
coming  through  his  Catholic  ma- 
jedy  ;  but  in  fadt,  including  offers 
much  more  favourable  to  the  Ame¬ 
ricans.  From  thefe  premifes,  the 
neceflity  of  the  Spanifh  king’s 
giving  full  efficacy  to  his  engage¬ 
ments  with  France,  is  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  be  fhewn,  and  conclufions 
to  the  following  purport  are  like- 
wife  drawn;— -that  the  Englifh 
policy  was  principally  directed  ter 
difunite  the  two  courts  of  Paris 
and  Madrid,  by  means  of  the  fug- 
gedions  and  offers  feparately  mad# 
to  them  ;  and  alio,  to-  fpread  a 
net  for  the  American  dates,  fo  that, 
being  drawn  in  by  flattering  and 
magnificent  promifes  to  a  feparate 
accommodation,  or  even  to  join 
their  arms  againd  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon,  England  might  after¬ 
wards,  when  they  were  left  alon* 
without  protestors,  and  without 
guarantees  to  the  treaties  which 
fhe  now  concluded  with  them, 
again  become  the  arbiter  of  their 
fate,  and  renew  all  their  former 
oppreffions. 

Thus  far  we  have  feen  the  oden- 
fible  caufes  of  the  war  on  the  fide 
of  Spaig.  The  fecret  and  prime 
motive,  to  which  all  thefe  ferved 
only  to  afford  a  colouring,  was 
either  fo  predominant  tint  it  could 
not  be  entirely  concealed,  or 
things  were  now  fuppofed  to  be 
in  fuch  fituation  as  rendered  con¬ 
cealment  unneceffary.  The  dan¬ 
gerous  defign  of  crufning  the  Eng- 
lidi  naval  power  appears  rather 
unexpectedly  in  the  tail  of  this 
manifefto  *  but  is  as  fully  to  th$ 
purpofe  ju  in  that  of  France,  it 

declares. 
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<dt:clares,  that,  to  attaint  the 
much  wifhed-for  end  of  a  fecure 
peace,  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  curtail  and  deltroy  the  arbitrary 
proceedings  and  maxims  of  the 
Englilh  maritime  power;  an  ob¬ 
ject,  in  the  attainment  of  which 
all  other  maritime  powers,  and 
even  all  nations  in  general,  are 
become  much  interefted. 

Such  are,  in  part,  the  danger¬ 
ous  combinations,  and  alarming 
defigns,  to  which  our  fatal  civil 
com  mottoes  have  afforded  too  fub- 
dantial  a  being. 

The  juftifying  memorial  of  the 
king  of  Great  Britain,  in  anfwer 
to  the  French  manifefto,  com- 
pleated  the  circle  of  thole  formal 
appeals  to  mankind,  which  the 
etiquette  of  modern  courts  has 
eftablifhed,  as  a  fort  of  preludes 
to  the  opening  of  thole  real  fcenes 
of  war  and  deftru&ion,  which 
they  are  preparing  to  exhibit. 
They  ufually  trumpet  forth  the 
godlike  attributes  of  jullice,  equi¬ 
ty,  mercy,  and,  above,  all,  that 
univerfal  benevolence  and  tendei- 
nefs  to  mankind,  with  which  their 
f efpective  courts  or  fovereigns  are 
fuppofed  to  be  infinitely  endued  ; 
and  deplore,  in  the  molt  pathetic 
drain,  thole  very  evils  which  they 
are  bringing  on,  and  thole  naile¬ 
ries  which  they  are  exerting  their 
utmoil  powers  to  infliCt.  If  they 
produce  little,  or  no  effeCt,  it  is, 
however,  generally  as  much  as  is 
expected  from  them  ;  and,  how¬ 
ever  fmall  the  fhare  of  credit  which 
they  obtain  with  the  public,  it  is, 
almoft  to  a  certainty,  a§  much  as 
ihev  deferve. 

In  this  date  of  danger  from  our 
foreign  enemies,  the  empire  feern- 
ed  convulfed  in  almod  all  its  pares, 
£ud  on  the  point  of  being  farther 
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rent,  by  internal  diffatisfaClion 
and  difeontent.  In  Ireland,  af¬ 
fairs  feemed  approaching  fall  to  a 
crifis.  It  was  not  to  be  expedtdd 
that  a  country  dependent  on  Great 
Britain,  and  much  limited  in  the 
ufe  of  its  natural  advantages, 
fhoulcf  not  be  affeCted  by  the 
caules  and  confequences  of  the 
American  war.  The  fagacious  in 
that  kingdom  could  not  avoid  per¬ 
ceiving  in  the  prefent  combination 
of  circum llances  an  advantage, 
which  was  to  be  now  improved, 
or  given  up  for  ever. 

A  new  date  of  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  dillrefs,  along  with  a  ftrong 
fenfe  of  recent  affronts,  (as  they 
Were  now  confidered)  were  the 
powerful  agents,  which,  combined 
with  lever al  others  of  a  fubordinate 
degree,  produced  this  revolution 
in  the  temper  and  difpofition  of 
the  people  of  Ireland.  We  have 
on  former  occafions,  and  particu¬ 
larly  in  our  lad  volume,  taken 
notice  of  fome  of  thefe  matters. 
Habitual  redraint  feems  in  length- 
of  time  to  become  fo  much  a  part 
of  our  nature,  that  it  requires 
fome  new  exertion,  or  an  applica¬ 
tion  to  fome  tender  or  untried 
part,  in  order  to  excite  any  very 
uneafy  fenfation,  or  at  lead  any 
particular  degree  of  rei'entment. 
The  redri&ions  on  the  commerce 
and  manufactures  of  Ireland,  might 
have  been  palled  over  for  fome 
ages  to  come,  with  perhaps  even 
lefs  difficulty  than  they  had  been 
endured  for  near  a  century  pad, 
if  a  temporary  dillrefs  had  not 
quickened  their  apprehenfions. 

Of  all  the  evils  of  which  they 
complained,  the  three  years  em¬ 
bargo  on  the  only  dapie  export  of 
that  kingdom,  feemed  the  mc*d 
immediately  mifehievous ;  and  bo- 
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lng  confidered,  from  the  concef- 
-ons  to  America,  as  particularly 
infulting,  was  accordingly  the 
irioft  highly  refented  by  the  peo¬ 
ple.  One  of  the  public  writers 
of  that  country  fays — “  That  it 
was  fent  as  a  curie,  and  operated 
as  a  peUdence.”  It  was  likewife, 
along  with  its  pernicious  tendency 
and  effects,  charged  with  being 
not  only  unconlUtutional,  but  di- 
re&ly  illegal  ;  and  a  gentleman 
of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons 
only  failed  in  bringing  the  quef- 
tion  of  legality  to  a  final  decifion 
in  a  court  of  law,  by  the  unex¬ 
pected  death  of  a  cullom-houfe 
officer,  who,  from  the  feizure  of  a 
cargo  fitted  out  on  the  purpofe, 
was  rendered  defendant  in  the  fuit 
which  the  former  inftituted.  But 
what  aggravated  every  circum¬ 
stance  relative  to  this  bufinefs  to 
the  higheft  poffible  degree,  was 
the  national  contempt,  which  it 
was  fuppofed  to  convey.  For  it 
being  confidered  merely  as  a  vgo- 
vernment  job,  and  calculated  only 
(as  they  faid,  without  referye, 
both  in  parliament  and  out)  to 
raile  immenfe  fortunes  for  a  few 
Englifh  and  Scotch  adherents  to 
the  JBritifh  miniftry,  nothing  could 
exceed  their  indignation  at  the  re¬ 
flection,  that  the  interefts  of  the 
kingdom  fhould  be  facrifced,  and 
a  whole  nation  reduced  to  diflrefs, 
only  (as  they  afferted)  to  favour 
the  rapaqity  of  a  fet  of  contrac¬ 
tors. 

The  public  diftreffes,  they  faid, 
kept  pace  with  the  private,  and 
proceeded  from  limilar  caufes. 
Whilff  the  means  of  fupply  were 
cut  off  by  unjuft  reftriCtion,  a 
/•corrupt  and  profufe  fyftem  of  go¬ 
vernment,  which,  they  pretend¬ 
ed,  had  been  early  adopted,  and 
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had  generally  prevailed,  during 
the  prefent  reign,  had  continual¬ 
ly  enhanced  every  article  of  the 
public  expenditure,  until  the 
whole  was  fwelled  to  its  prefent 
enormous  and  ruinous  ftate  ;  far 
exceeding  the  {landing  revenues 
of  the  kingdom,  and  ftill  much 
farther  all  paft  example  of  ex¬ 
pence.  Thus,  inftead  of  a  full 
exchequer,  as  heretofore,  which 
might  happily  afford  encourage¬ 
ment  to  the  cultivation  and  im¬ 
provement  of  the  country,  and  to 
arts  and  induftry  among  the  peo¬ 
ple,  the  great  objeCl  and  labour 
now  of  every  feflion  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  was  the  multiplication  of 
taxes,  and  the  making  fome  farther 
accumulation  to  that  national  debt, 
which  had  been  contracted  under 
this  ruinous  fyftem. 

Some  other  real  or  fuppofed 
matters  of  irritation,  or  caufes  of 
jealoufy,  as  they  excited  difcon- 
tent,  fufpicion,  or  apprehenfion, 
ferved  likewife  to  render  the  fenfe 
of  immediate  grievance  or  diflrefs 
ftill  more  irffupportable  in  that 
country.  The  dodtrines  of  taxa¬ 
tion  without  reprefentation,  and 
of  unconditional  fubmiffion,  which 
were  extended  to  America,  were 
urged,  not  unplaufibly,  as  matter  ' 
of  apprehenfion  and  alarm  to  Ire¬ 
land  ;  and  it  was  openly  faid, 
that  the  chains  forged  for  the  colo¬ 
nies,  would,  in  cafe  of  fuccefs, 
afford  a  mode  for  the  fetters  which 
would  foon  after  be  made  fitting 
to  themfelves.  Some  ftrong  and 
very  unprofitable  language  ufed 
in  the  Britifh  parliament,  ferved 
very  much  to  increafe  this  appre- 
heniion  and  jealoufy,  in  drawing 
parallels  between  the  conftitutions, 
of  Ireland  and  the  colonies,  and 
deriving  arguments  for  the  fub- 
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million  of  the  latter,  from  the  re- 
Itraints  to  which  the  former  had 
been  fubjedt. 

Still,  however,  the  hopes  of 
fome  confiderable  enlargement  of 
their  commerce,  which  were  re¬ 
peatedly  held  out  in  parliament, 
operated  wonderfully  in  foothing 
difcontent,  and  in  preferving  the 
temper,  and  fortifying  the  pa¬ 
tience  of  the  people.  Thus  all 
public  bufinefs,  for  a  confiderable 
time,  was  hill  carried  on  fmooth- 
ly  ;  and  the  compliance  and  obfe- 
quioufnefs  of  their  parliament, 
with  refpedl  to  all  the  propofals 
and  meafures  of  government,  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  as  confpicuoufly  dis¬ 
played  as  ever. 

But  when  the  people  of  Ireland 
found  that  little  effedtual  was  done 
in  confequence  of  thefe  declara¬ 
tions,  and  that  little  attended 
with  much  difcontent  and  oppo- 
fition  from  many  of  the  trading 
parts  of  Great  Britain,  the  hopes 
of  redrefs  became  daily  more  faint, 
and  the  acquiefcence,  and  good 
temper  founded  upon  them,  were 
proportionally  exhaufted.  They 
obferved  that  when  a  bill,  which, 
although  of  no  vad  confequence, 
would  have  afforded  fome  allevia¬ 
tion  to  their  didreffes,  had  been 
nearly  carried  through  in  the  Bri- 
tifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  mi- 
nider  himfelf,  who  they  had  been 
taught  to  confider  as  a  friend, 

March  1 8th.  came  in  perfon,  arm- 

ed 'at  all  points,  to 

defeat  this  their  only 
and  lad  hope.  The  two  bills 
which  were  afterwards  paffed  in 
the  fame  feffion,  for  permitting 
the  cultivation  of  tobacco,  and 
encouraging  that  of  hemp,  in  Ire¬ 
land,  indead  of  affording-  fatisfac- 
toon,  or  promoting  harmony,  pro¬ 


duced  a  diredtly  contrary  effedt  ; 
being  confidered  as  nothing  lei's 
than  mockeries,  and  as  infults  of¬ 
fered  to  their  didrefs. 

In  this  manner,  things  were  re- 
prefented  and  felt  in  Ireland  ;  and 
when  the  attempt  to  keep  parlia¬ 
ment  fitting  for  the  purpofe  of 
fettling  fome  plan  for  their  fatisfac- 
tion  was  defeated,  the  dame, 
which  had  for  fome  time  been 
fmothered,  broke  out  with  great 
violence. 

Affociations  againd  the  purchafe 
and  ufe  of  Britifli  manufadlures, 
and  for  the  encouragement,  in 
every  poffible  degree,  of  their 
own,  had  already  taken  place  in 
fome  parts  of  that  country  ;  but 
feemed  to  be  kept  back,  as  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  co nfi deration,  and  a  final 
refort  in  cafe  of  extremity,  by  the 
greater  part  of  the  kingdom.  All 
referve  upon  this  fubjedt  was  now 
at  an  end  ;  affociations  became 
univerfal ;  and  the  non-importa¬ 
tion,  and  non-confumption  agree¬ 
ments,  included  the  ufual  penal¬ 
ties,  or  denunciations  of  ven¬ 
geance,  not  only  againd  violators, 
but  againd  thole  importers  or  fell¬ 
ers  of  the  prohibited  commodities 
who  had  not  acceded  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  compact.  By  this  means  they 
computed,  that,  even  in  the  pre- 
fent  weak  date  of  their  manufac¬ 
tures,  thev  would  lave  a  full  mil- 
lion  fterling,  which  went  annual¬ 
ly  to  Great  Britain.  This  great  ■ 
faving  would,  they  faid,  afford 
compenfation  or  redrefs  for  many 
of  their  grievances  and  didreffes  ; 
and,  what  was  no  fmall  objedt  of 
fatisfadtion  with  them,  would  be 
the  means  of  pulling  down  and 
punifhing  the  pride  and  ingrati¬ 
tude  of  Manchefter  and  Glafo-ow: 

O  y 
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and  immenfe  gainers  in  the  Irifh 
trade,  and  which  had  notwith¬ 
standing,  they  complained,  been 
the  foremofl,  the  loaded,  and  the 
Hioft  effective,  in  oppofmg  and  de¬ 
feating  every  meafure  of  redrefs 
.or  relief  which  had  ever  been  pro- 
pofed  in  favour  of  that  kingdom. 

But  the  turn  of  affairs,  and  per¬ 
haps  the  future  fortune  of  Ireland, 
were  to  depend  on  aifociations  of 
a  more  efteftive,  if  not  more  dan¬ 
gerous  nature,  than  any  which  re¬ 
lated  merely  to  commercial  or  do- 
medic  regulation.  To  the  accu¬ 
mulation  of  alarms  which  we  have 
already  feen,  had  been  lately  add¬ 
ed,  the  imminent  danger  of  foreign 

invaficn  :  a  meafure  evidently  in- 

«• 

tended,  if  not  abfolutely  avowed 
by  France.  This  fituation  was  the 
more  alarming,  as  the  military 
force  fupported  by  Ireland,  had 
been  continually  drained  of  and 
weakened  for  the  American  war. 

In  order  to  provide  for  their  de¬ 
fence,  they  faid  it  mud  be  placed 
in  thofe  who  had  the  befh  interefl 
In  it.  The  hate  was  unable  or 
unwilling  to  defend  them  effectu¬ 
ally  ;  and  the  mode  of  defence, 
which  was  unequal  to  their  protec¬ 
tion,  might  be  ruinous  to  their  li¬ 
berties.  Military  afTociations  were 
renewed  ;  and  the  fpirit  of  thefe 
aifociations  foon  became  univerfal  in 
that  kingdom.  They  declared  they 
were  intended  for  the  double  pur- 
pole,  of  defending  their  fafety  again  ft 
foreign  enemies,  and  their  rights 
againft,  what  they  called,  domeiiic 
ufurpation.  That  they  were  loyal 
to  the  king,  and  affeffionate  to 
G  reat  Britain.  But  that  it  was 
with  fuch  loyalty  and  affeclion,  as 
confided  with  their  own  liberty 
and  profperity.  In  every  part  of 
the  kingdom  were  feen  to  ariie,  as 
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it  were  by  magic,  vaft  bodies  of 
citizens,  ferving  at  their  own 
charges,  choofmg  their  own  offi? 
cers,  trained  to  great  expertnefs, 
and  obeying  with  exemplary  regu¬ 
larity  and  fteadinefs.  No  noble¬ 
man,  no  gentleman,  could  Shew 
his  face  in  the  country,  who  did 
nor  fall  in  (and  they  did  univer- 
fally,  and  for  the  moft  part  chear- 
fully  concur)  with  the  prevalent 
difpofition  of  the  inferior  and  mid¬ 
dling  forts  of  their  countrymen; 
Men  of  great  fortunes  ferved  in 
the  ranks.  All  this  was  done 
without  any  fort  of  confufion  or 
diforder  whatever.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  peace  of  the  country  and 
the  obedience  to  the  laws  was  ne¬ 
ver  better  provided  for.  Conli- 
dering  the  temper  lately  prevalent 
in  that  country,  and  its  feenes  of 
intedine  divifion,  this  ought  to  b.e 
iconfidered  as  one  of  the  mod  ex¬ 
traordinary  revolutions  recorded  in 
hidory. 

The  numbers,  thus  trained  and 
armed  have  been  varioufly  repre- 
fented.  They  were  not  probably 
much  under  thirty  thoufand  men 
in  the  very  fird  year  ;  and  they 
have  fince  been  very  confiderably 
increafed  ;  feme  fay  to  forty,  others 
a  Bert  to  fixty  thoufand  men,  admi¬ 
rably  appointed. 

Government  law  this  proceed¬ 
ing  with  adonifhment.  It  was  in 
vain  to  offer  the  lead  refiftance  to 
the  defign  of  a  general  armament; 
nor  could  it  be  wifhed  to  redrain 
the  fpirit  fo  far  as  regarded  a  fo¬ 
reign  enemy.  They  wifhed  to  re¬ 
gulate  this  force,  and  to  bring  it, 
if  poflibie,  to  aft  under  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  crown  ;  but,  after  a  very 
few  and  feeble  attempts,  which 
were  frudrated  with  (corn,  it  wgs 
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what  coaid  not  be  prevented.  Go¬ 
vernment  gave  out  a  confiderable 
fupply  of  arms  to  the  volunteers, 
although  far  fhort  of  what  was  ne- 
ceffary  ;  and  thus  this  new  efla- 
blifhment,  fo  favourable  to  the 
rights  of  citizens,  and  of  an  ex¬ 
ample  fo  flattering  to  the  fuffici- 
ency  of  the  people  at  large  to  pro¬ 
vide  in  an  orderly  and  effe&ual 
manner  for  their  own  defence, 
without  any  pofitive  law,  or  the 
interposition  of  the  ordinary  ma- 
giflrate,  has  been  fandtified  and  re¬ 
cognized  by  the  flate  itfelf. 

After  having  provided  for  their 
defence  againfl  foreign  enemies, 
the  Irifh  began  to  look  towards 
their  rights,  or  claims  of  rights — 
and  in  general  declared  all  autho¬ 
rity  in  the  Britifh.  Parliament  over 
them  to  be  a  grofs  ufurpation. 
Among  others,  the  Britifh  mutiny 
aft  was  denied  to  be  valid.  This 
was  carried  to  fuch  a  length,  that 
the  troops  were  for  lome  time,  in 
a  confiderable  degree,  confined  to 
their  refpeftive  ftations,  as  fcarcely 
a  magiftrate  could  be  found  in  the 
kingdom,  who  would  iflue  billets 
for  their  quarters.  It  required  the 
greateft  degree  of  temper  and  cir- 
cumfpe&ion  in  thofe  who  governed 
in  Ireland,  and  in  the  commanders 
of  the  king’s  forces  there,  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  colliflon  of  two  fuch  armies  ; 
and  it  would  be  invidious  to  deny 
them  very  great  praife  for  the  pru¬ 
dence  of  their  conduct. 

This  flate  of  things  was  not  the 
work  of  a  party,  or  of  any  parti¬ 
cular  order  of  men  ;  but  was  pro¬ 
duced  and  upheld  by  every  rank, 
clafs,  and  denomination  of  the 
people.  The  wife  and  humane 
condudl  of  the  Britifh  legiflature, 
in  relaxing  the  penal  reflriftions 
pf  the  laws  again  ft  the  Englifh 


F  EUROPE.  [25 

Roman  Catholics,  was  a  meafure 
of  fuch  obvious  utility,  that  the 
example  was  fpeedily  followed  by 
the  Irifh  parliament  ;  who  com¬ 
municated  fimilar  benefits  to  thofe 
of  that  profefiion  in  their  own 
country.  This  meafure  tended  in 
a  great  degree  to  deflroy  thofe  ani- 
mofities,  which  had  for  fo  many 
ages  been  the  fource  of  weaknefs 
and  diftrefs  in  that  kingdom.  The 
newly  reflored  citizens,  who  form 
fo  vafl  a  majority  of  the  people  in 
Ireland,  foon  perceived,  that  as 
they  now  poflefled  a  common  ihare 
in  the  common  interefts,  fo  they 
were  equally  called  upon  with  all 
others,  to  the  public  defence,  and 
to  the  fupport  of  the  public  rights. 
All  envy  and  averiion  on  the  one 
fide,  and  all  diflrufl  and  apprehen- 
fion  on  the  other,  appeared  to  va- 
niih,  and  one  general  principle  and 
fpirit  to  operate  upon  the  whole 
people. 

A  free  and  unlimited  commerce 
with  the  whole  world  was  the  firfi, 
the  great,  and  the  general  objeft 
of  redrefs  ;  for  which  no  compen- 
fation  could  be  admitted,  and 
without  which,  no  other  concef- 
fions  or  advantages,  however  great 
or  beneficial,  could  afford  fatisfac- 
tion.  This  was  the  fine  qua  non , 
from  which  there  was  no  depar¬ 
ture.  Such  was  the  flate  of  affairs 
in  Ireland,  previous  to,  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  recefs  of  the  Britifh  par¬ 
liament. 

During  the  long  courfe  of  real 
or  fuppofed  grievances,  of  public 
difcontents,  or  of  adtual  commo¬ 
tion,  which,  for  feveral  years  pafl, 
have  more  or  lefs  agitated  every 
other  part  of  the  Britifh  empire, 
Scotland  alone  had  the  fortune  to 
efcape  the  general  contagion  ;  and, 
feeling  the  happinefs  of  her  own 
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peculiar  circumflances  and  fitua- 
tion,  omitted  no  occaflon  of  telh- 
fying  her  gratitude,  by  the  fulled: 
approbation  of  all  the  conduit  of 
mini  hers,  and  the  moll  perfect  fa- 
tfefa&ion  in  thofe  meafures,  which 
were  elfewhere  produttive  of  fo 
much  uneafineis,  and  fuch  heart¬ 
burnings,  in  all  other  parts  of  the 
Britilh  dominions.  The  fpirit  of 
fanatic! fin,  which  has  fo  oiten  laid 
the  proudeft  monuments  of  human 
wifdom  and  power  in  the  dull,  was, 
even  there,  to  produce  a  revolution 
in  that  fettled  temper  and  difpofl- 
tion,  which  had  hitherto .  flood  the 
tell,  and  fhewn  fuch  fuperior  proof, 
to  the  application  of  every  other 
public  and  political  touchflone. 

Upon  the  paifing  of  the  late  law, 
in  favour  of  the  Englifn  Roman 
Catholics,  feme  gentlemen  of  con- 
federation  and  authority  in  ^  the 
northern  part  of  the  united  king¬ 
dom,  expreffed  their  warm  wifhes 
in  parliament,  that  its  benefits 
were  extended  to  thofe  „of  that 
communion  in  their  own  country; 
End  as  the  feafon  was  then  too  far 
advanced,  declared  their  inten¬ 
tion  of  bringing  in  a  bill  for  that 
purpofe  in  the  enduing  Leflion.  Si¬ 
milar  fentiments  feerned  to  prevail 
during  the  recefs  with  fome  others ; 
and  as  that  fpirit  of  intolerance, 
which  had  once  fo  peculiarly  dif- 
tinguifhed  Scotland  from  other  re¬ 
formed  countries,  was  fuppofed  to 
have  been  in  a  great  meafure  worn 
away,  along  with  the  darknefs  of 
the  times,  from  which  fuch  a  dif- 
pofltion  generally  derives  its  force  ; 
it  was  fcarcely  imagined  that  the 
intended  meafure  of  relief  would 
have  produced  any  confiderable 
degree  of  oppofition,  or  even  of 
jmurruur. 

The  general  affembly  of  the 


church  of  Scotland  happened  to 
be  fitting  at  the  very  time  that  the 
Englifh  act  was  in  agitation ;  and 
that  body  rejedled,  by  a  majority 
of  above  an  hundred  voices,  a  mo¬ 
tion  then  made,  for  a  remonflrance 
to  parliament  againfl:  the  palling  of 
the  bill.  This  inflance  of  mode¬ 
ration  in  the  national  church 
could  not  but  afford  great  encou- 
ragement  to  the  Catholics  in  Scot¬ 
land  to  hope,  that  they  fhould  be 
permitted  to  partake  of  the  indul¬ 
gence  which  had  been  granted  to 
their  brethren  in  England,  and  in 
Ireland.  They  accordingly  pre¬ 
pared  a  petition  to  parliament,  and 
employed  counfel  to  frame  the  out¬ 
lines  of  a  bill  for  that  purpofe. 

While  matters  were  in  this  train, 
an  inflammatory  pamphlet,  again  11 
the  dodflrines  and  members  of  po¬ 
pery,  reprefenting  the  latter  as  ini¬ 
mical  to  all  Hates,  and  as  the  com¬ 
mon  enemies  of  mankind,  was 
written  by  a  nonjuring  clergyman, 
printed  at  the  expence  of  the  fo- 
ciety  for  propagating  Chriflian. 
knowledge,  and  circulated  with 
great  induflry  though  every  order 
of  the  people.  The  effects  of  this 
publication  boon  began  to  appear 
in  fome  of  the  provincial  fynods, 
where  the  matter  being  taken  up 
and  agitated  with  much  heat,  an¬ 
gry  refolutions  were  palled  again  It 
the  unfortunate  people  who  were 
the  objects  of  their  jealoufy ;  and 
thefe  refolutions,  including  a  full 
determination  of  oppoflng  every 
meafure  of  relief  which  was  or 
might  be  intended  for  them,  being 
publifhed  in  the  news-papers,  could 
not  fail  to  excite  fome  ferment. 
The  conduct  of  the  fynod  of  Lo¬ 
thian  and  Tweeddale,  upon  which 
the  eyes  of  the  people  were  parti¬ 
cularly  turned,  feemed,  however, 

calculated 
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'alculated  to  reflrain  that  fury  of 
zeal,  which -was  now  generating, 
from  fpreading  to  any  great  extent. 
Notwithftanding  the  efforts  of  a 
violent  party  among  themfelves, 
the  humane  refolution  ifi'ued  by 
that  affembly,  went  totally  to  de¬ 
claim  their  having  any  hand  in  op- 
pofing  the  mild  intentions  of  go¬ 
vernment,  for  giving  relief  to  their 
fellow-fubjedls. 

Whatever  good  efFedls  might 
have  been  expected  from  this  tem¬ 
perate  conduct,  they  were  entirely 
defeated  or  prevented,  by  the  acti¬ 
vity  and  boldnefs  of  a  few  obfcure 
zealots  in  Edinburgh;  who,  under 
the  guife  of  fome  eflablilhed  poli¬ 
tical  body  of  the  hate,  undertook 
the  protection  and  defence  of  the 
national  church  in  the  place  of 
their  clergy,  whom  they  charged 
with  a  fcandalous  and  impious  de- 
fertion  of  the  caufe  of  God  and 
religion.  This  felf-created  body, 
artfully  concealing  their  infignifi- 
cance,  by  fludioufly  keeping  their 
names,  occupations,  and  number 
in  total  darknefs,  equally  availed 
themfelves  of  the  opportunity  which 
their  fituation  in  the  capital  afford¬ 
ed,  of  affuming  an  extraordinary 
degree  of  importance  ;  and  under 
the  fpecious  and  pompous  title  of 
the  committee  for  the  proteflant 
intereft,  eafily  paffed  upon  the  pub¬ 
lic,  not  only  for  men  of  rank, 
confequence,  and  authority,  but 
as  the  adting  delegates  of  a  flill 
greater  body. 

Under  this  delufive  appearance, 
to  which  the  prejudices  or  fears  of 
the  people  afforded  all  the  fandtion 
they  could  wifh,  they  foon  became 
fo  popular,  that  committees  for 
correfponding  with  them  were  efla- 
blifhed  in  feveral  parts  of  that 
country,  and  particularly  in  the 


weftern  fhires ;  and  the  public 
confidence  and  opinion  increafing, 
in  proportion,  to  the  magnitude  of 
the  dangers  which  they  defcribed, 
and  were  fuppofed  to  have  difco- 
vered,  they  were  confidered  as  the 
fitted:  and  mofl  effective  agents,  for 
applying  the  contributions  of  the 
welEdifpofed  to  the  immediate  de¬ 
fence  of  religion.  Thus  a  few 
unknown  men  feemed  to  be  en« 
trufied  with  the  care  of  the  purfes, 
as  well  as  of  the  confidences  of  the 
people  ;  and  by  this  means  they 
were  enabled  to  publifh  and  diflri- 
bute  inflammatory  pamphlets  gra¬ 
tis,  and  without  number;  while 
the  news- papers  and  ftreets  were 
crowded  with  letters,  paragraphs, 
and  hand-bills,  teeming  with  led I- 
tion,  invedlive,  and  abufe ;  all 
tending  evidently  to  excite  a  peo¬ 
ple,  naturally  warm  and  irritable, 
to  adls  of  outrage.  The  effedt  an- 
fwered  their  mofl  fanguine  expecta¬ 
tions  ;  and  they  foon  beheld  the 
flame  which  they,  had  fo  fiuccefsfully 
(they  laid  unintentionally)  blown 
up,  not  only  fpread  through  every 
part  of  Scotland,  but.  extended  in¬ 
to  the  fouthern  part  of  the  united 
kingdom  ;  until,  at  length,  it  li¬ 
terally  blazed  forth  in  its  utmofl 
violence,  and  attended  with  all  its 
horrors,  in  the  metropolis  of  the 
empire. 

As  people  are  always  curious  to 
know  ibmething  of  thofie  inflru- 
ments,  that  are  the  means  of  pro¬ 
ducing  extraordinary  or  unexpedU 
ed  effedls,  it  may  be  expedled  that 
we  fbould  take  fome  notice  of  the 
committee  in  queftion.  From  the 
only  account  <of  it  which,  we  have 
feen,  and  which  is  faid  to  have 
been  obtained  with  no  fmall  diffi¬ 
culty,  it  appears,  that  in  point  of 
number  it  amounted  only  to  thir¬ 
teen 


a«]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  17 So. 


teen  perfons ;  that  the  three  fir  ft  or 
principal  of  thefe,  fo  far  as  may 
be  judged  from  apparent  rank  or 
condition,  were,  a  merchant,  a 
goldfmith,  and  a  teacher  of  the 
poor  in  an  hofpital ;  that  the  re¬ 
mainder  were  either  men  exer- 
cifing  mean  trades,  or  elfe  writing- 
clerks,  fome  ferving  in  counting- 
heufes,  and  others  in  public  of¬ 
fices  ;  excepting  only  the  thir¬ 
teenth,  who  being  yet  an  appren¬ 
tice,  filled,  notwithstanding,  the 
important  office  of  fecretary  to  the 
committee.  Such  were  the  re¬ 
doubted  champions,  who  under¬ 
took  the  protection  and  defence  of 
an  eftablifhed  national  religion  > 
already  guarantied  and  fortified, 
not  only  by  its  invincible  truth 
and  holinefs,  but  by  laws,  habits, 
length  of  pofteftion,  public  opi¬ 
nion,  and  the  united  force  of  a 
whole  empire. 

The  wretched  people  who  were 
thus  marked  out  as  the  objedis 
of  public  execration  and  venge¬ 
ance,  apprehending  the  mo  ft  fatal 
confequences  from  the  dangerous 
fpirit  now  railed,  thought  it  pru¬ 
dent  and  neceffary,  early  in  the 
year  1 779,  to  acquaint  Lord  North, 
through  fome  of  the  northern  mem¬ 
bers  of  parliament,  that  ehufing 
rather  to  facriftce  their  own  future 
eafe  and  advantage,  than  to  en¬ 
danger  the  immediate  peace  of 
their  country,  they  would  accord¬ 
ingly  refrain  from  any  application 
to  the  legiflature,  for  the  expeded, 
and  fo  much  wifhed-for  indulgence. 
And  hoping  to  aftuage  the  fury 
and  rage  of  the  multitude,  the 
letter  written  upon  the  fubjed  by 
thefe  gentlemen  to  the  minifter,  in¬ 
cluding  that  refolution,  and  ad  of 
forbearance  on  their  fide,  which 
totally  removed  every  new  objed 


of  jealoufy  and  difcontent,  was 
publilhed  in  the  news-papers. 

No  conceffion  CGuld,  however, 
allay  the  fury  of  that  outrageous 
zeal  which  was  now  let  loofe.  For 
fome  time  the  Roman  Catholics 
had  been  fubjeded,  in  open  day¬ 
light,  and  in  the  public  ftreets,  to 
contumelious  treatment  and  Ihock- 
ing  threats,  from  the  enraged  rab¬ 
ble.  Magiftracy  probably  did  not 
imagine  to  what  lengths  they  might 
proceed.  As  the  deftined  time  of 
vengeance  drew  near,  feveral  days 
previous  notice  was  publicly  given, 
by  an  infinite  number  pf  incendiary 
fetters  and  hand  bills,  which  were 
difperfed  through  every  part  of 
Edinburgh,  nut  only  fpecifying 
time,  place,  and  objed,  but  call¬ 
ing  upon,  or  fummoning,  the  aftift- 
ance  of  the  people  in  the  enter* 
prize. 

This  public  announcement  of  a 
dangerous  defign,  did  not  produce 
a  greater  alarm,  or  any  meafure  of 
prevention  ;  and  was  followed  by 
feveral  light  attacks  with  ftorres, 
and  other  mi  fill  e  weapons,  which 
feemed  only  calculated  to  feel  the 
courage,  and  to  excite  the  rage  of 
the  populace,  and  which  went  no 
farther  than  the  breaking  of  win¬ 
dows,  or  other  fimilar  mifchiefs ; 
which  were  all  pafied  over  in  the 
fame  manner. 

On  the  appointed  day,  p  ,  , 

the  firft  and  great  objed  re  '  2Q* 
of  attack,  was  a  new 
houfe,  in  which  the  principal  Rcr 
man  Catholic  clergyman,  or  biinop, 
along  with  feveral  other  families  of 
that  perfuafion,  dwelt  ;  one  room  or 
floor  of  which  had  been  defigned 
and  prepared  for  a  place  of  wor- 
fiiip,  or  private  chapel,  as  being 
more  commodious  than  another  of 
the  lame  nature,  and  fituated.  like- 
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wife  in  a  private  dwelling- houfe, 
which  they  had  for  many  years  oc¬ 
cupied  in  another  part  of  the  town. 
Although  it  appears  that  this  room 
had  been  deftined  for  the  ufe,  to 
which  it  was  not  then  applied,  a 
year  before  any  thing  was  agitated 
in  parliament  for  the  relief  of  the 
Roman  Catholics,  yet  the  zealots 
of  that  party,  in  order  to  inflame 
the  people,  reprefented  this  build¬ 
ing  as  the  immediate  confequence 
of  that  indulgence ;  and  held  it 
out  as  a  new  and  fignal  inftance  of 
the  intolerable  pride  and  daring 
fpirit  of  popery,  which,  on  the  firft 
gleam  of  hope  or  favour,  had  thus 
at  once  burft  through  all  the  boun¬ 
daries  of  decency  and  dilcretion, 
and  ventured  equally  to  infult  the 
nation  and  the  Protefiant  religion, 
by  erecling  in  the  metropolis,  and 
in  the  face  of  both,  this  pompous 
place  of  worlhip,  and  oflentatious 
difplay  of  its  triumph,  in  which  it 
was  publicly  to  exhibit  all  its  fu- 
perfritions  and  pageantries. 

The  people  were  accordingly 
particularly  called  upon,  iji  thofe 
incendiary  letters  which  we  have 
noticed,  to  meet  at  Leith  Wynd, 
in  order  “  to  pull  down  that  Pil¬ 
lar  of  Popery  lately  erected  there. ” 
It  is  to  be  obferved  that  the  houfe, 
which  carried  no  appearance  with¬ 
out  fide  of  its  containing  any 
place  of  worlhip  whatever,  was 
inhabited  by  four  families,  befides 
that  of  the  clergyman’s  ;  and  that 
the  room  laid  out  for  a  chapel  is 
reprefented  as  being  only  34.  feet 
in  length.  This  houfe  was  vio¬ 
lently  aflaulted,  and  fet  on  fire, 
and  the  flames  continued  until  the 
noon  of  the  following  day.  The 
inhabitants  with  difficulty  efcaped 
with  their  lives. 

During  the  demolition  of  this 
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main  “  Pillar  of  Popery,”  a  de¬ 
tachment  from  the  main  body  were 
difpatched  to  the  Old  Chapel,  ia 
a  place  called  Biack  Friars  Wynd, 
The  houfe  which  had  the  ill  for¬ 
tune  of  containing  that  place  of 
worlhip,  was  inhabited  by  feveral 
families  of  trades-people,  whofe 
property  and  effe&s,  as  well  as  the 
infide  of  the  houfe  and  chapel, 
were  totally  deilroyed.  Here  a 
confiderable  library  belonging  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  bifhop  was 
alfo  deflroyed  or  carried  away. 
The  rioters  afterwkrds  directed 
their  violence  againft  the  Catholics 
in  other  parts  of  the  town  ;  and 
totally  defiroyed  the  flock  in  trade 
and  effedts  of  two  or  three  tradef- 
men  of  that  profeflion;  few  houfes 
being  inhabited  by  them,  as  their 
number  was  very  inconfiderable, 
and  confining  chiefly  of  poor 
Highlanders,  the  lowed  and  mo  fir 
indigent  of  the  people.  One  or 
two  ladies  of  faftiion  of  that  com¬ 
munion  were  threatened  and  in-* 
fuited,  and  obliged  to  take  refuge 
in  the  caflle. 

It  is  difagreeable  to  enter  int<> 
the  detail  of  thefe  favage  difor- 
ders,  which  continued  with  little 
or  no  effectual  refiftance  from  ma¬ 
gistracy  for  feme  days.  Some  of 
their  attempts,  as  they  were  more 
wicked,  appeared  more  fuitable  to 
their  courage,  than  the  hunting 
out  of  their  obfeure  retreats  a 
handful  of  miferable  people.  They 
now  extended  their  views  to  the 
punifhment  or  deftrudtion  of  thofe 
gentlemen,  of  whatever  rank,  or 
religion,  who  had  been  fuppofed 
to  favour,  or  in  any  degree  to  af¬ 
ford  their  countenance,  to  the  late 
defign  of  obtaining  a  relaxation  of 
the  popery  laws.  The  failure  of 
fuccefs  which  attended  their  efforts. 
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Cm  this  enlargement  of  deiign  and 
objed,  ferved,  however,  greatly 
to  damp  the  fpirit  of  future  enter- 
prize.  Their  firft  fury  was  di- 
reded  to  the  houfe  of  Profeffor 
Robertfon,  the  celebrated  hifto- 
rian,  and  to  that  of  Mr.  Crofoie, 
an  eminent  advocate ;  who  fxand- 
Ing  high,  if  not  at  the  head  of 
his  profeflion,  was  hill  more  dif- 
dnguifhed  by  the  excellency  of 
his  charade r  and  difpofition.  The 
enlightened  views  and  liberal  fen- 
timents  of  the  firft  of  thefe  gen¬ 
tlemen,  which  rendered  him  an 
enemy  to  all  perfection,  ren¬ 
dered  Mm  an  objed  of  it  to  the 
deluded  populace  ;  and  the  fe* 
cond  had  fubrmtted  to  the  crime 
Cl  being  profehiorfally  employed 
as  counfel  by  that  people,  and 
of  having  accordingly  drawn  up 
the  bill,  which  their  reprefenta- 
tives  had  intended  to  prefent  to 
parliament.  The  mob T  found  the 
lioufes  of  thefe  gentlemen  fo  well 
armed,  and  guarded  with  fo  de¬ 
termined  a  resolution  by  their 
numerous  friends,  that  they  re¬ 
frained  from  proceeding  to  extre¬ 
mities  ;  and  retired,  without  any 
farther  outrage  than  the  breaking; 
of  fome  windows. 

■Thefe  attempts  feemed  to 
alarm  the  magiftracy  ;  as  it  did 
not  feern  now  eafy  to  determine, 
to  what  farther  lengths  the  malice 
of  zeal  might  be  carried,  nor  to 
what  extent  the  objeds  of  its  re¬ 
venge  might  be  multiplied.  They 
accordingly  ordered  fome  troops 
of  dragoons  into  the  town,  who, 
with  detachments  from  the  Duke 
of  Buccleugii’s  regiment  of  fend- 
bles,  formed  chains  acrofs  the. 
ftreets  and  paffes.  But  the  fame 
•weaknefs  or  inertnefs  on  the  fide 
of  the  civil  government  hill  con¬ 


tinued  ;  and  the  foldiers,  hand¬ 
ing  with  arms  in  their  hands,  on 
this  odious  and  painful  duty* 
were  moil  fhamefully  pelted  with 
hones,  and  grievoufly  wounded 
by  the  mob. 

At  length,  on  the  lah  day  of 
the  week,  a  proclamation  of  a 
imgular  nature  was  publifhed  by 
the  magiftracy.  In  that  piece, 
the  Lord  Provoft  allures  the  peo¬ 
ple,  that  no  repeal  of  the  penal 
ftatutes  againft  papifts  fhould  take 
place.  The  pah  riots  are  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  apprehenhons,  fears, 
and  dihreffed  minds  of  well* mean* 
ing  people.  But  they  are  in¬ 
formed,  that,  “  after  this  public 
ahurance,  the  magihrates  will 
take  the  moh  vigorous  meafures 
for  reprefhng  any  tumultuous  or 
riotous  meetings  of  the  populace, 
which  may  hereafter  ariie  ;  being 
fatished  that  any  future ■  diforders 
will  proceed  only  from,  the  wick¬ 
ed  vi-fews  of  bad  and  designing 
men.”  A  claufe  which  feems  to 
imply  the  ftrange  concefiion,  that 
the  magihrates  had  not  hitherto 
dorm  their  duty  in  fupprehing  the 
riots ;  and  the  no  lefs  extraordi¬ 
nary  proportion,  that  the  pah 
diforders  proceeded  from  good 
and  well-difpofed  people. 

The  example  of  Edinburgh 
was  in  fome  degree  copied  in 
Glafgow  ;  but  the  conduct  of  the 
magihrates  in  that  great  trading 
city  was  widely  different.  The 
objeds  of  perl'ecution  being  few 
in  the  latter,  and  being  almoh 
wholly,  as  for  the  greater  part 
they  were  in  the  former,  compof- 
ed  of  poor  and  laborious  people, 
who  were  even  deftitute  of  a  cler¬ 
gyman  of  their  own  profeffion, 
the,  fury  of  the  populace  was  firffc 
and  principally  direded  to  a  Mr. 

Bagnal, 
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Bagnal,  an  Englifh  Roman  Ca¬ 
tholic  ;  who  being  a  native  of 
Staffordffiire,  had  introduced  the 
art  peculiar  to  his  own  country 
into  Glafgow,  where  he  had  elta- 
blifhed,  and  for  feveral  years  con¬ 
ducted  a  coniiderable  manufacto¬ 
ry  of  hone  ware.  The  mob 
burned  his  houfes ;  totally  de- 
flroyed  his  manufactory  and  flock 
in  trade ;  and  obliged  himf^ff 
and  his  family  to  fly  for  their 
jives  into  the  fields.  But  the 
laudable  meafures  purfued  by  the 
magiltrates  and  principal  inhabi- 
tuns  for  refloring  the  public  peace 
and  tranquillity  were  fo  effica¬ 
cious,  that  the  mifchief  went  no 
farther,  and  order  and  fecurity 
were  foon  refrored.  Being  aifo, 
at  the  fame  time,  equally  afham- 
ed  and  concerned,  that  the  cha¬ 
racter  and  government  of  fo  ex- 
tenfively  commercial  a  city  fhould 
fuffer  under  the  imputation  and 
difgrace  of  fuch  an  aft  of  outrage 
and  perfection,,  they  feemed 
willing,  fo  far  as  it  could  be 
done,  to  .obliterate  every  trace  of 
it  from  the  memory.  Bagnal  was 
accordingly  fpeedily  acquainted, 
that  he  fhould  be  reimburfed  for 
every  part  of  his  Ioffes  to  the  ut- 
termofl  farthing ;  and  feveral  of 
the  principal  inhabitants,  includ¬ 
ing  refpeCtable  names  among  the 
clergy,  acquired  no  fmall  honour, 
by  the  attention  and  tendernefs 
which  the  wife  and  family  of  the 
fufferer  experienced  from  them, 
during  the  immediate  preffure  of 
their  terror  and  diflrefs. 

Thefe  matters  were  of  courfe 
agitated  more  than  once  in  parlia¬ 
ment  during  that  feffion ;  and  a 
patriotic  member  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  was  upon  the  point  of 
bringing  in  a  bill  for  affording 


compehfation  and  relief  to  the 
fufferers,  until  the  minifler  gava 
an  affurance,  that  [the  matter 
would  be  privately  fettled  to  their 
fatisfaClion.  Upon  thefe  occa- 
fions,  the  ConduCt  of  the  magif- 
tracy  of  Edinburgh  underwent  no 
fmall  degree  of  animadverffo'n ; 
and  the  affumption  of  the  chief 
magiflrate,  in  venturing  to  anfwer 
in  his  proclamation  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  conduCt  and  meafures  to  b@ 
purfued  or  adopted  by  the  Bri- 
tilh  legiflature,  was  particularly 
and  feverely  reprehended.  Nei¬ 
ther  did  the  minifters,  [nor  par¬ 
liament  itfelf,  efcape  a  fhare  of 
that  cenfure,  which  was  upon 
this  occahon  freely  adminiflered 
by  one  or  twt>  members  of  the  op- 
pofition ;  who  obferved,  that  it 
was  too  near  and  too  cruel  an  in- 
fult,  fo  foon  after  the  immenfe 
facrifices  which  we  had  made  to 
the  falfe  pretence  of  fupporting 
the  fupremacy  and  dignity  of  the 
Britifh  legiflature  in  every  part  of 
the  empire,  to  fuffer  a  frantic 
and  contemptible  rabble  at  home, 
not  only  to  fly  in  the  face  of 'its 
prefent  authority,  but  to  prefcribe 
limits,  beyond  which  it  was  not 
to  pafs,  to  its  future  operation. 
Thus,  they  faid,  Towing,  under 
the  fanClion  of  a  recorded  prece¬ 
dent,  the  feeds  of  diforder,  out¬ 
rage,  contempt  of  authority,  and 
abiolute  rebellion,  in  every  're¬ 
maining  part  of  the  Britifh  domi¬ 
nions.  ,  7 

However  unequal  to  the  caufe 
the  effeCl  mav  feem,  it  was  throe  eh 

'  (  o 

this  religious  combuftion,  and  the 
circum  fiances  attending  it,  that 
adiiiiniflration  left  that  firm  hold 
of  the  temper  and  difpofition  of 
the  people  of  Scotland,  which, 
nothing  elfe,  perhaps,  could  have 
i  loofened. 
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loofened.  For  the  cry  and  alarm 
of  popery  being  once  raifed,  and 
freely  propagated  by  the  prefs  m 
every  part  of  the  country,  the 
■violent  fpirit  thus  conjured  up, 
Was  not  fatisfied  to  confine  its 
wrath  to  the  immediate  obje&s  of 
apprehenfiori  and  averfion  ;  but 
tracing  the  fuppofed  grievance 
and  danger  to  its  primary  fource. 
Would  fix  the  more  refined  part 
of  its  refentments  much  higher. 
Thus,  by  degrees,  not  only  the 
minifters  were  held  out  J|s  objeds 
of  public  execration  ;  but  every 
department  of  the  date,  includ¬ 
ing  the  higheft  and  moft  facred 
fourcc-s  of  the  legiflative  and  ex¬ 
ecutive  government,  were  little, 
if  any  thing,  lefs  than  diredly 
charged  and  reprefen  ted  with 
forming  a  confpiracy  for  the  de- 
ifirudion  of  the  proteftant  reli¬ 
gion,  and  the  eftablifhment  of 
popery  on  its  ruins.  Under  this 
perfuafion  or  pretence,  the  zea¬ 
lots  in  Scotland,  not  content 
with  combating  and  defeating  the 
phantom  of  danger  which  had 
appeared  in  their  own  country, 
would  purfue  it  to  its  laft  refuge 
in  England  ;  and  eagerly  under¬ 
took  to  prefer ve  or  free  their  bre¬ 
thren  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the 
united  kingdom  from  thofe  reli¬ 
gious  dangers,  to  which  they  had 
tiiemfelves  been  hitherto  totally 
infenfible. 

One,  among  the  reft,  of  thefe 
publications,  being  a  kind  of 
proteft,  iftued  by  the  heritors  of 
the  town  and  Parilh  of  Carluke, 
in  the  county  of  Lanerk,  feems 
a  more  direft  and  pointed,  libel 
upon  adminiftration  in  particulai, 
and  government  in  general,  than 
the  licence  of  the  prefent  times 


in  the  fouth  feems  to  have  pro-# 
duced. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  charge  of 
fupporting  popery,  they  hold  the 
following  language,  having  firft 
laid  it  down  as  a  poftulatum,  that 
whenever  that  religion  is  eftablifh- 
ed,  liberty  is  banifhed ;  viz. 
“  We  are  certainly  authorized  to 
“  fay,  that,  from  the  pafling  the 
u  Quebec  bill  to  the  prefent 

hour,  the  encouraging  and 
“  tolerating  that  bloody  reli- 
“  gion  feems  to  be  the  only 
<x  confiftent,  and  (we  obferve  it 
ee  with  pain)  the  only  fuccefsful 
ft  meafure,  which  the  prefent 
lc  miniftry  have  adopted.  And 

perhaps  this  finglc  principle 
tc  may  account  for  all  that  feern- 
“  ing  weaknefs  and  fluctuation 
“  of  councils  which  have  fo  re- 
f(  markably  characterized  their 
“  adminiftration.,, — They  con¬ 
clude  the  charges  againft  mi¬ 
ni  ft  ers  by  this  declaration  or  opi¬ 
nion,  that,  — If  Great  Britain 
“  for  manifold  fins  is  devoted 
((  to  perdition,”—-* *  whether  her 
**  minifters  have  aCted  from  weak- 
f<  nefs  or  defign,”  — **  her  a- 
<{  venging  angel  could  not  have 
**  hit  on  more  proper  inftru- 
et  ments  to  haften  her  ruin.” 

Nor  is  parliament  treated  with 
much  more  ceremony.  They 
difclaim  all  hope  of  redrefs  from 
that  body ;  which,  they  fay,  — 
<c  Not  Satisfied  with  repealing 
<c  their  own  foolifh  aCts,  have 
((  dared  to  repeal  the  wife-enaCl- 
(c  ed  penal  ftatutes  againft  pa- 
<c  pills,  the  palladium  of  our  e- 
<e  itabliffied  religion  and  civil  li- 
**  berties,”  &c. 

Thefe  fpecimens  will  afford 
fome  idea  of  the  fpirit  and  tem¬ 
per 
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per  of  the  time  in  that  country. 
The  original  of  this  curious  pub¬ 
lication,  was  ordered  to  be  depo- 
fited  in  the  archives  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  correfpondence  in  Glaf- 
gow,  and  copies  of  it  to  be  pub- 
lilhed  in  the  Edinburgh  and 
Glafgow  newfpapers.  It  was  pro¬ 
bably  about  this  time  they  opened 
a  correfpondence  with  fome  fana¬ 
tics  in  London,  then  obfcure  and 
little  noticed,  calling  themfelves 
the  Proteftant  Affociation,  whofe 
object  feems  to  have  been  the 
fame  with  theirs,  but  yet  purfued 
with  lefs  violence. 

Such  was  the  Hate  of  public 
affairs  in  Ireland  and  Scotland. 
In  England,  befides  all  other  or 
former  real  or  fuppofed  caufes  of 
diffatisfaction,  the  long  continu¬ 
ance,  contrary  to  the  expectations 
held  out,  of  the  American  war, 
and  its  hopeleffnefs  of  ultimate 
fuccefs  in  the  minds  of  many, 
began  now  to  affeCt  the  feelings 
of  the  people,  fo  generally  and 
powerfully,  as  to  open  a  fource 
of  difcontent,  which,  by  degrees, 
feemed  to  grow  wider,  than  any 
other  of  which  they  had  hitherto 
complained.  Many  of  thofe  who 
had  been  among  the  foremoft  in 
fupporting,  and  the  warmeft  in 
approving,  the  meafures  which 
led  to  that  iffue,  and  the  princi¬ 
ple  on  which  they  were  founded, 
were  now  among  the  loudeft  in 
lamenting  the  confequences  of 
the  war,  and  the  moft  eager  for 
its  being  brought  to  a  fpeedy  con- 
clufion.  No  change,  they  faid, 
had  taken  place  in  their  original 
principle  or  opinion ;  but  they 
were  compelled  to  conform  their 
fentiments,  and  to  lubmit,  to  the 
prefent  neceffny  of  the  times.  The 
weaknefs  of  the  counfels  and  mea- 
Vol.  XXIII. 
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fures,  under  which  the  American 
difputes  and  contell  had  been  fuf- 
fered  to  linger  for  fo  many  years, 
had,  they  faid,  totally  changed 
the  ftate  and  nature  of  things. 
If  we  have  loft,  faid  they,  the 
advantages  which  fhe  afforded,  by 
our  folly,  let  our  wifdom  now 
immediately  cut  away  thofe  fatal 
incumbrances  which  are  left  be¬ 
hind  ;  thofe  incumbrances  which 
clog  and  impede  all  our  motions, 
and  render  all  our  exertions  a- 
gainft  the  common  enemy  inef¬ 
fective.  Let  the  evils  follow  the 
benefits.  It  mult  be  the  extreme 
of  madnefs  to  retain  one  without 
the  other. 

Such  was  now  the  language 
held  by  no  fmall  number  of  thole, 
who  had  formerly  fupported  or 
approved  of  the  American  mea¬ 
fures,  and  by  the  whole  of  thofe 
who  had  conftantly  oppofed  or 
condemned  them.  They  alfo  uni¬ 
formly  coincided  in  another  ge¬ 
neral  opinion  ;  which  was,  by 
no  means  to  fhrink  from  the  war 
with  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 
Holding  a  firm  confidence,  that 
if  America  was  in  any  manner 
detached  from  the  quarrel,  or  even 
rendered  fo  far  ineffective  as  not 
to  be  confidered  as  a  principal 
objeCt:,  and  our  whole  force,  un¬ 
der  the  guidance  of  wife  counfels, 
and  the  ability  of  thofe  great  com¬ 
manders,  which  all  the  world 
knew  we  pofTeffed,  was  directed 
againft  our  natural  enemies  in 
their  moft  vulnerable  parts,  they 
would  not  only  be  foon  dickened 
of  the  part  which  they  had  taken 
in  our  domeftic  contcft;  but  that 
we  might  alfo  make  fuck  repri¬ 
sals  on  them,  as  w’ould  afford  no 
inconfiderable  compenfation  for  the 
Ioffes  we  had  fuffered*- 

[CJ  The 
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The  danger  held  out  of  an  inva- 
fion,  and  the  proclamation  ordering 
provifions  to  be  made  again  ft  it, 
were  feverely  criticized  by  oppofT 
tion  ;  as  tending  more  to  alarm  the 
people  than  to  fecure  the  country  ; 
as  weak  and  indefinite  in  its  di¬ 
rections,  and  only  calculated  to 
draw  out  a  few  miferable  fub- 
fcriptions,  which  might  lay  a 
claim  of  merit  for  individuals, 
but  could  never  be  a  fubftantial 
aid  to  government.  It  was  only 
indeed  a  little  trick,  to  confound 
an  attachment  to  minifters  with  a 
regard  to  the  fafety  of  the  country. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  con¬ 
tended,  that  to  caution  without 
alarming  was  a  thing  impoffible. 
That  future  direftions,  when  oc- 
caiions  arofe,  would  render  the 
proclamation  more  explicit.  That 
the  whole  intent  was  to  make  the 
people  alert,  and  to  call  forth  the 
general  exertion.  And  as  for 
fubfcription,  if  it  fhould  fhew  a 
confidence  in  adminiilration,  it 
was  a  confidence  deferved,  and 
would  be  repaid  in  the  honour 
and  fafety  of  the  nation. 

The  meafure  was  not  without 
effeCt.  Large  fums  were  raifed 
in  feveral  counties,  and  applied 
to  the  levying  of  independent 
corps  or  companies.  About 
20,000 1.  was  fubfcribed  in  the 
city  of  Weftminfter,  although  fome 
confiderable  parifhes  refufed  to 
concur  in  the  meafure.  Some 
of  the  inhabitants  alfo  of  that  city 
affociated,  and  were  formed  into 
dilUhCt  bodies,  armed  and  officer¬ 
ed,  with  a  view  of  being  fo  far 
trained  in  military  difcipline  and 
exercife,  as  would  -enable  them  to 
aCl  with  effeCt,  under  the  imme¬ 
diate  neceflity  of  common  de¬ 
fence.  In  iome  counties,  how* 


ever,  the  meafure  was  rejected  ; 
and  in  others  it  was  not  propofed. 
In  one,  where  a  confiderable  fub¬ 
fcription  was  made,  the  money 
was  tranfmitted  to  the  difpofal  of 
the  Marine  Society  ;  as  a  more 
ufeful  and  conftitutional  applica¬ 
tion  than  to  the  raifmg  of  land 
forces. 

In  London,  the  propofal  brought 
out  another  for  a  ftrong  petition 
to  the  throne,  as  a  previous  mea¬ 
fure,  requiring  the  difmifiion  of 
incapable  minifters  and  evil  coun¬ 
sellors,  and  the  employment  of 
men  in  whom  the  nation  could 
place  a  confidence,  and  who 
might  be  capable  of  retrieving  its 
affairs.  The  final  confequence 
was,  that  the  fir  ft  propofal,  after 
much  difcuffion,  was  rejected, 
and  the  petition  then  laid  by.  In 
the  trading  cities  and  towns,  the 
money  was  applied  to  the  man¬ 
ning  of  the  navy  ;  by  which 
means,  the  various  bounties  to 
feamen,  accumulated  in  feme 
places,  particularly  Liverpool,  to 
a  height  before  unheard  of.  The 
Eaft  India  company  behaved  with 
a  magnificence,  fuited  to  its 
greatnefs,  and  to  the  apparent 
profperity  of  its  affairs.  Lefides 
a  confiderable  bounty  for  the  raff¬ 
ing  of  6000  men  for  the  naval 
fervice,  it  made  a  liberal  offer  to 
the  crown,  which  was  accepted, 
of  building  and  furnifhing  three 
feventy-four  gun  fhips,  as  an  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  royal  navy. 

The  meafures  of  home  defence 
met  with  fmiilar  animadverfion. 
The  vaft  military  force  which 
was  kept  for  our  internal  de¬ 
fence,  a  purpofe  to  which,  they 
laid,  the  minifter  had  avowed¬ 
ly  in  parliament  facrificed  all 
other  corifidexations,  and  parti¬ 
cularly 
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cularly  hazarded  the  prefervation 
of  our  Weft  India  Iflands,  was 
faid  to  be  fo  injudicioufly  difpof- 
ed,  as  to  be  rendered  incompetent 
to  its  only  defign.  Towns  of  the 
greateft  commercial  confequence, 
and  garrifons  which  defended  the 
inoft  valuable  inlets  and  harbours, 
were  left  in  a  ftate  of  nakednefs. 
The  defencelefs  ftate  in  which 
even  the  great  fecurities  to  our 
ftrength,  Portfmouth  and  Ply¬ 
mouth,  were  afterwards  reported 
to  be,  and  the  confequent  danger 
to  which  they  were  fuppofed  to  be 
expofed,  upon  the  approach  of 
the  enemy,  ferved  much  to  cor¬ 
roborate  thefe  aftertions  and  opi¬ 
nions  ;  and  even  afforded  a  degree 
of  ftrength  to  others  of  a  fimilar 
nature. 

All  thefe  and  many  more  to- 
picks  were  agitated,  and  they 
were  agitated  with  the  greater 
effect,  from  the  junction  of  the 
French  and  Spanifh  fleets  in  the 
channel.  The  fending  the  fleets 
out  to  America  and  the  Eaft  In¬ 
dies,  under  the  decided  fuperio- 
rity  of  the  enemy  in  our  own  feas, 
was  much  condemned. —Events, 
which  ulually  decide  the  publick 
on  political  meafures,  .and  the  in¬ 
efficiency  of  thofe  mighty  fleets, 
have  at  length  anfwered  all  thefe 
criticifms. 

The  proclamation  which  had 
been  iffued  by  the  commiffioners 
upon  their  departure  from  Ame¬ 
rica,  together  with  iome  minifte- 
rial  declarations  in  parliament, 
had  occafioned  a  very  general  per- 
fwafion,  that  as  no  farther  lenity 
or  forbearance  was  to  be  praflifed 
with  refpeCt  to  the  refractory  co¬ 
lonies,  (a  miftaken  tendernefs, 
to  which  many  were  apt  to  attri¬ 
bute  the  fpinning  out  of  the  con- 


F  EUROPE.  [35 

teft  for  fo  many  years)  fo  the  war 
would  have  been  carried  on  in  the 
enfuing  campaign,  with  a  degree 
of  vigour  and  activity  hitherto 
unknown.  At  the  fame  time, 
the  declaration  made  by  the  Ame¬ 
rican  mini  Iter  in  parliament,  that 
a  vaft  majority  of  the  people  on 
that  continent  were  zealoufly  at¬ 
tached  to  the  interefts  and  go¬ 
vernment  of  Great  Britain,  and 
that  even  the  remainder  were  ei¬ 
ther  tired  out  and  heartily  fick  of 
the  war,  or  torn  to  pieces  by  fac¬ 
tions  and  diffentions  among  them- 
felves,  fpread  an  opinion  no  lefs 
general,  that  the  defence  on  the 
one  fide  would  be  proportionally 
as  weak  and  ineffective,  as  the 
coercion  on  the  other  would  be 
powerful  and  conclufive. 

In  proportion  to  the  fanguine 
expectations  thus  raifed,  was  the 
difappointment  and  concern  which 
prevailed  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
year,  as  the  failure  of  fuccefs  or 
inactivity  in  the  American  cam¬ 
paign,  and  the  lofs  and  danger 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  came  by  de¬ 
grees  to  be  known.  The  people 
were  wearied  .  out  by  the  tediouf- 
nefs  and  length  of  that  war,  and 
diigufted  by  the  continued  repe¬ 
tition  of  hopes  and  difappoint- 
ments  which  they  had  fo  long  ex¬ 
perienced. 

In  this  ftate  of  danger  from 
without,  and  of  difcontent  with¬ 
in,  the  minifters  feemed  as  little 
united  among  themfelves,  as  any 
clafs  or  part  of  the  people  who 
were  committed  to  their  govern¬ 
ment.  At  the  fame  time,  the  fe- 
veral  parties  which  formed  the  op¬ 
position  feemed  to  be  drawing; 
clofer  together,  and  to  acl  with 
more  apparent  union  and  concert 
than  hitherto  they  had  done.  At 
[C]  z  no 
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no  time  do  we  remember  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  people  in  government 
fo  low,  as  it  appears  to  have  been 
at  that  period. 

Of}  ,*th  The  Parliament  of 

Ireland  met  before  the 

1 779*  middle  of  October,  and 
foon  lhewed  that  they  had  receiv¬ 
ed  a  portion  of  the  general  fpirit 
of  the  nation.  They  declared  in 
their  addreffes  to  the  throne,  that 
nothing  lefs  than  a  free  and  unli¬ 
mited  trade  could  fave  that  coun¬ 
try  from  ruin.  The  addreffes 
were  carried  up  with  great  pa¬ 
rade  amidd  the  acclamations  of 
the  people.  The  duke  of  Lein- 
der,  who  commanded  the  Dublin 
volunteers,  efcorted  the  fpeaker 
in  perfon  upon  that  occadon  ; 
whild  the  dreets  were  lined  on 
both  iides,  from  the  parliament 
houfe  to  the  caftle,  by  that  corps, 
drawn  up  in  their  arms  and  uni¬ 
forms.  That  nobleman  had  alfo 
moved  for  the  thanks  of  the  Lords 
to  the  volunteer  corps  through¬ 
out  the  kingdom,  which  was  car¬ 
ried  with  only  one  diffenting 
voice. 

The  afFociations  and  people  at 
large,  full  of  anger  and  jealoufy, 
manifeded  ftrong  apprehenlions  of 
political  duplicity  on  this  fide  of 
the  water  ;  and  perhaps,  did  not 
place  a  perfect  confidence  in  the 
fteadinefs  or  perfeverance  of  their 
own  parliament.  They  were  a- 
fraid,  that  they  would  be  amufed 
by  fair  and  empty  prornifes,  un¬ 
til  they  had  resigned  their  power 
along  with  the  national  purl’e,  by 
-  granting  the  fupplies  for  the  two 
following  years,  according  to  the 
cudomary  mode  in  that  country  ; 
when  being;  no  longer  neceffary  to 

o  o  J 

government,  a  hidden  proroga¬ 
tion  would  put  an  end  to  all 
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hope  of,  at  lead,  amicable  redrefs, 
for  the  prefent.  Under  this  ap- 
prehenfion,  a  fhort  money  bill,  fc-r 
fix  months  only,  by  which  means 
parliament  would  dill  continue 
indifpenfably  neceffary  to  govern¬ 
ment,  became  the  general  cry  of 
the  nation. 

As  this  innovation  upon  eda- 
blifhed  form  and  method,  was 
drongly  oppofed,  particularly  by 
the  court  party,  the  Dublin  mob 
thought  it  neceffary  to  fhew  their 
zeal  in  the  public  caufe ;  they 
were  accordingly  guilty  of  great 
and  violent  outrages,  as  well  in 
their  endeavours  to  enforce  the 
meafure,  as  in  their  punifhmerit 
of  the  refractory.  Although  the 
Irifh  parliament  ufed  proper  mea¬ 
fure  s  to  exprefs  their  refentment, 
and  to  maintain  their  dignity  upon 
this  occafion  ;  yet  many  of  them- 
felves  being  inclined  to  a  vigo¬ 
rous  proceeding,  and  the  reft 
borne  down  by  a  cry  almod  uni- 
verfal  in  the  nation,  the  repre- 
fentatives  found  it  at  length  ne- 
ceffary  to  comply,  and  the  fhort 
money  bill  was  accordingly  paffed 
on  that  dde.  A  necelfity  equally 
convincing,  fecured  the  paffage  of 
that  humiliating  and  mortifying 
aft  in  England. 

It  feemed  remarkable,  efpecially 
in  a  feafon  of  fo  much  difficulty 
and  trouble,  that  the  office  of  fe- 
cretary  of  date  for  the  northern 
department,  fhould  have  conti¬ 
nued  vacant  for  fo  great  a  length 
of  time,  as  that  which  elapfed 
from  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Suf¬ 
folk  in  the  beginning  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  month  of  March.  Nor 
did  the  diffentions  among  them- 
felves  produce  any  new  arrange¬ 
ment  in  adminidration,  until  the 
approach  of  the  meeting  of  par¬ 
liament. 
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Lament,  when  their  effeCt  became 
confpicuous,  and  continued  to 
operate  for  fome  time  longer.  Juft 
at  that  period,  the  Earl  of  Gower, 
Lord  prefiaent  of  the  council,  re- 
figned  that  high  office, 
*  and  was  lucceeded  by 
the  Earl  of  Bathurft.  Lord  Wey¬ 
mouth  likevvife  refigned  his  office 
of  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  fou- 
thern  department,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  Earl  of  Hillfbo- 
rough.  Lord  Stormont,  late  am- 
baflador  at  Paris,  was  appointed 
to  the  northern  department ;  the 
bufinefs  of  which  had  been  con¬ 
duced  by  Lord  Weymouth,  fmce 
the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Suffolk. 
And  the  old  place  of  firft  lord  of 
trade  and  plantations,  which  had 
been  ablorbed  and  included  in  the 
new  office  of  fecretary  of  ftate  for 
the  colonies,  was  now  feparated. 


Nov.  24th 


and  bellowed  upon  the  Earl  of 
Carlifle. 

It  was  the  received  opinion  at 
that  time,  that  this  defection  of 
thofe  who  formerly  compofed  what 
has  been  called  the  Bedford  party 
(which  had  a  confiderable  time 
before  been  preceded  by  the  fall¬ 
ing  off  of  the  Earl  of  Upper  Gffo- 
ry,  and  others,  to  the  opposition) 
would  now  have  become  general. 
But  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  Mr. 
Rigby  continued  in  their  places  ; 
and  it  would  feem,  from  fubfe- 
quent  appearances,  as  if  meafures 
had  been  fince  taken  to  qualify 
in  fome  degree  that  difguft,  which 
then  operated  on  fome  others. 

Such  was  in  general  the  ftate  of 
public  affairs,  previous  to,  and 
about  the  time  of  the  meeting  of 
parliament. 


CHAP,  III. 


Speech  from  the  throne.  Addrejfes .  Amendment  moved  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  by  Lord  John  Cavendijh.  Great  Debates.  Strictures  upon  public 
meafures  in  general ,  and  upon  the  conduCi  of  the  preceding  campaign.  Able 
defence  made  by  the  minifer.  Amendment  rejected  upon  a  divifon . 
Amendment  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  moved  for  by  the  Marquis  of  Rocking - 
ham.  After  long  debates ,  rejected  upon  a  divifon. 


UNDER  the  circumftances 
which  we  have  defcribed,  it 
feerred  no  eafy  matter  to  deter¬ 
mine  what  ground  to  choofe,  in 
framing  a  fpeech  for  the  opening 
of  parliament.  This  feafon  of  the 
year  had  generally  been  peculiar¬ 
ly  favourable  fince  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  troubles,  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  fome  intelligence,  which 
might  ferve  to  bring  minilters  and 
parliament  together  with  a  face  of 
good  humour ;  and  which  might 
warrant  in  fome  meafure  the  hold¬ 


ing  out  of  fuch  a  degree  of  expec¬ 
tation  with  refpeCt  to  the  war, 
and  fuch  a  prcfpeCt  of  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  its  firft  and  principal  ob¬ 
ject  at  no  very  great  diftance,  as 
afforded  encouragement  to  perfe- 
verance,  and  inducement  to  pre- 
fent  liberality  of  fupport. 

But  the  prefent  feafon  was  not 
fortunate  in  this  refpeCt ;  and  the 
profpeCt  of  affairs  at  the  opening 
of  the  feffion,  feemed  fcarcely  to 
afford  more  room  for  hope,  than 
the  retrofpect  did  for  exultation. 

[C]  3  l  i 
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In  thefe  clrcum fiances,  the  judi¬ 
cious  arrangement  of  the  matter 
could  only"  fupply  its  defects  in 
the  conftruCtion  of  the  fpeeeh.  ft 
was  neceflary  to  keep  bacic  thofe 
parts  which  were  difgufting,  and 
only  to  bring  thofe  forward  which 
might  be  drfpofed  of  to  fonts  ad¬ 
vantage.  Lofs  or  misfortune  were 
therefore  properly  palled  over  | 
and  an  efcape  from  imminent 
danger,  afforded  fufficient  matter 
of  fatisfaftion,  if  not  of  triumph. 
In  a  failure  of  active  exertion,  it 
became  the  more  neceflary  to  hold 
out  to  the  people,  a  full  confi¬ 
dence  in  that  defen  five  firength 
arifing  from  their  common  union  ; 
and  where  a  recital  of  particular 
events  could  not  admit  of  much 
happy  application,  it  was  to  be 
judicioufly  evaded,  by  taking  a 
wider  field  upon  general  ground. 

The  fpeeeh  from 

.Nov.  zStil*  the  throne  accordingly 
1779. 

opened  with  an  ob- 
fervation,  that  being  attacked  by 
an  unjuft  and  unprovoked  war, 
and  contending  with  one  ^  of  the 
jnofi  dangerous  confederacies  that 
ever  was  formed  again  ft  the  crown 
and  people  of  Great  Britain,  they 
were  called  upon  by  every  princi¬ 
ple  of  duty,  and  every  confidera- 
tioti  of  intereft,  to  exert  their 
united  efforts  in  the  fupport  and 
defence  of  their  country  .—That, 
although  the  dsfigns  and  attempts 
of  our  enemies  to  invade  this 
kingdom  had  been  hitherto  fruf- 
trated,  they  fiill  menaced  us  with 
great  armaments  and  prepara¬ 
tions  ;  but  it  was  trufied,  that 
we  were  well  [prepared  to  meet 
every  attack,  and  to  repel  every 
infult. — His  majefty  knew  the 
character  of  his  brave  people  ;  the 
menaces  of  their  enimies,  and  the 


approach  of  danger,  h^d  no  other 
effect  on  their  minds,  than  to  ani¬ 
mate  their  courage,  and  to  call 
forth  that  national  fpirit,  which 
had  fo  often  defeated  the  projects 
of  ambition  and  injuftce ;  and 
which  had  enabled  the  Britifh 
fleets  and  armies,  to  uphold  and 
pr eferve  the  liberties  of  Europe, 
from  the  refilefs  and  encroaching 
power  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 

The  fiate  of  Ireland,  they  were 
informed,  had  not  been  unattend¬ 
ed  to.  In  confequegce-  of  their 
former  addreffes,  the  neceflary  pa® 
pers  would  be  laid  before  them ; 
and  it  was  recommended,  that  they 
fhpuid  confider  what  further  be¬ 
nefits  and  advantages  might  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  that  kingdom,  by  fuch 
regulations  and  methods,  as  might, 
mefi  effectually,  promote  the  com¬ 
mon  firength,  wealth,  and  inter- 
efts  of  all  the  dominions. 

A  total  iilence  was  obferved  with 
refpecl  to  America  and  the  Weft 
Indies ;  nothing  that  related  to 
either  was  even  alluded  to.  The 
circumftances  of  the  war,  and  tfle 
events  of  the  campaign,  in  what¬ 
ever  party  were  equally  paffed 
over.— The  inevitable  great  and 
heavy  expences  of  the  enfuing  year 
were  regretted  ;  but  the  ufual  re¬ 
liance  placed  on  their  wifdom  and 
public  fpirit  for  the  neceffary  fup- 
plies.—  The  dlfcipline,  good  con¬ 
duct,  and  fieady  perfeverance  of 
the  militia,  was  acknowledged 
with  entire  approbation.— Thanks 
were  returned  to  all  ranks  of  loyal 
fubjeCts  who  had  flood  forth  in 
this  arduous  conjuncture,  and  by 
their  zeal,  their  influence,  and 
their  perfonal  fervice,  had  given 
confidence  as  well  as  firength  to 
the  national  defence. — And  the 
fpeeeh  concluded  by  declaring  a 
>  firm 
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firm  refolution  to  profecute  the 
war  with  vigour,  and  to  make 
every  exertion,  in  order  to  com¬ 
pel  our  enemies  to  liften  to  equi¬ 
table  terms  of  peace  and  accom¬ 
modation. 

An  addrefs,  in  the  ufual  ftile 
and  form,  was  moved'  for  and  fe- 
conded  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
by  the  Lords  Lewifham  and  Park¬ 
er. — An  amendment  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  purport  was  moved  for  by 
Lord  John  Cavendifh,  viz.  to  be- 
feech  his  majefty  to  refled  upon 
the  extent  of  territory,  the  power, 

•  the  opulence,  the  reputation  a- 
broad,  and  the  concord  at  home, 
which  diftinguifned  the  opening 
of  his  majefty’s  reign,  and  mark¬ 
ed  it  as  the  moft  fplendid  and 
happy  period  in  the  hiltory  of  this 
nation  ;  and  on  the  endangered, 
irnpoverilhed,  enfeebled,  diffrac¬ 
ted,  and  even  difmembered  ftate 
of  the  whole,  after  all  the  grants 
of  fuccefiive  parliaments,  liberal 
to  profufion,  and  trulling  to  the 
very  utmoft  extent  of  rational  con¬ 
fidence  ;  that  his  majefty  will  na¬ 
turally  exped  to  receive  the  ho- 
neft  opinion  of  a  faithful  and  affec¬ 
tionate  parliament,  who  would 
betray  his  majefty,  and  thofe 
whom  they  reprefent,  if  they  did 
not  diftindly  ilate  to  his  majefty, 
that  if  any  thing  can  prevent  the 
confummation  of  public  ruin,  it 
can  only  be  new  counfels  and  new 
counfellors,  without  farther  lofs 
of  time,  and  a  real  change,  from 
a  fincere  convidion  of  paft  errors, 
and  not  a  mere  palliation,  which 
rauit  prove  fruitlefs. 

As  the  amendment  propofed  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  was  fubftan- 
tially  the  fame  with  that  which 
we  have  ftated,  we  fhall  indiffer¬ 
ently  bring  into  one  point  of  view. 


the  principal  arguments  ufed  in 
both  Houfes,  excepting  where 
fome  circumftances  peculiar  to  ei¬ 
ther,  may  render  a  diftindion  ne- 
ceffary.  The  oppofition  now  feel¬ 
ing  their  ftrength,  as  well  from 
their  own  union,  as  from  the 
voice  and  opinion  of  the  people, 
affumed  a  new  afped,  and  held  a 
higher  and  more  determined  tone 
in  parliament,  than  they  had  hi¬ 
therto  pradifed.  All  temporiz¬ 
ing  meafures  and  obfervances  Teem¬ 
ed  to  be  done  away  ;  their  lan¬ 
guage  was  fevere,  their  cenfures 
unqualified,  and  their  charges 
pointed,  dired,  and  fent  home  to 
their  adverfaries.  The  debates 
were  accordingly  mafculine,  bold, 
ferious,  and  awful  ;  and  were 
more  immediately  and  generally 
interefting,  than  they  had  been 
from  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
unhappy  troubles.  They  did  not 
now  confine  themfelves  to  narrow 
ground ;  to  the  examination  and 
cenfure  of  recent  meafures,  the 
condud  of  the  war,  nor  even  to 
that  of  the  prefent  minifters.  They 
firft  took  a  wide  and  comprehen- 
five  range,  which  included  the 
general  adminiftration  of  public 
affairs  during  much  the  greater 
part  of  the  prefent  reign,  before 
they  referred  to  particular  mea¬ 
fures  or  men. 

On  that  general  ground  they 
peremptorily  infilled,  that  the 
caule  of  all  our  misfortunes,  of 
that  unexampled  change,  which, 
within  the  laft  feventeen  years, 
had  taken  place  in  the  ftate  and 
circumftances  of  the  Britifh  em¬ 
pire,  proceeded  from  a  new,  inft- 
dious,  and  moft  pernicious  fyftem 
of  government  ;  a  fyftem  calcu¬ 
lated  to  deftroy  all  principle,  and 
to  diffolve  all  the  bands  of  opi- 

[C]  4  nion 
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nion  which  unite  mankind  ;  a 
fyftem  which  had  already  been 
fubverftve,  in  a  very  unhappy  de¬ 
gree,  of  the  national  honour  and 
character,  and  which  tended  ulti¬ 
mately  to  the  diffolution  of  the 
conftitution,  if  not  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  this  country.  This 

j 

unhappy  fyftem,  they  laid,  how¬ 
ever  artfully  covered,  and  how¬ 
ever  invisible  its  authors,  had  not 
efcaped  obfervation  at  its  intro¬ 
duction,  any  more  than  in  its  pro- 
grefs.  It  had  been  feen,  with  the 
deepeft  concern,  from  about  the 
year  1763,  to  the  prefent  time, 
that  however  the  inftrurrsents  were 
changed,  however  appearances  va¬ 
ried,  however  the  mode  was  oc- 
cafionally  fhirted,  or  whatever 
temporary  interruptions  occurred, 
the  fyftem  itfelf  never  changed  its 
nature,  was  never  out  of  fight, 
and  was,  although  with  different 
degrees  of  exertion,  conftantly 
purfued  with  the  moft  unremit¬ 
ting  perfeverance. 

This  fatal  fyftem,  they  faid, 
had  viftbly  fpread  its  baleful  in¬ 
fluence  through  the  army,  the 
navy,  the  fenate,  through  every 
department  of  the  ftate,  and 
through  every  order  of  the  people; 
and  as  its  grand  and  leading  prin¬ 
ciples  of  action,  were,  corruption, 
the  deftriiftion  of  character,  with 
that  wretched  and  abominable  po¬ 
licy,  the  divide  et  imp  era,  it  was 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  its 
progrefs  fhould  be  every  where 
.  marked,  by  the  confufton,  dif- 
cord,  and  ruin  which  it  produc¬ 
ed  ;  by  the  difgrace  which  it 
brought  upon  our  arms,  the  con¬ 
tempt,  ridicule,  or  execration  of 
mankind,  which  it  had  drawn 
ppon  our  public  counfels ;  by  that 
bitter  fpirit  of  contention  and  ani- 
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mofity  which  it  had  generated 
even  in  parliament,  and  what  was 
ftill  worfe,  that  unequalled  con¬ 
tempt  of  order,  of  government, 
of  the  laws,  and  of  the  legifta- 
ture,  which  it  had  fpread  among 
the  lower  ranks  of  the  people. 
Yet,  notwithftanding  the  irretrie¬ 
vable  Ioffes,  and  the  ftill  greater 
dangers,  of  which  this  favourite 
fyftem  had  already  been  productive, 
it  was  ftill,  they  laid,  fo  pertina- 
cioufty  adhered  to,  that  the1  lofs 
of  national  renown,  with  that  of 
half  the  empire,  and  the  immi¬ 
nent  danger  of  the  remainder, 
were  facrilices  offered,  or  hazard¬ 
ed,  without  fcruple,  to  its  {up- 
port. 

This  fyftem,  they  faid,  muft  be 
totally  done  away,  or  nothing 
could  be  effeftually  done  ;  expe¬ 
dients  might  render  things  pofti- 
bly  worfe,  but  they  could  not  ren¬ 
der  them  better.  But  it  would  be 
in  vain  to  hope  for  any  fincere  and 
real  change  of  the  fyftem,  while 
its  inftruments  were  fuffered  to 
continue  in  power.-— New  coun¬ 
fels,  and  new  counfellors,  they 
contended,  were  not  only  now 
loudly  demanded  by  the  nation, 
but  were  become  a  matter  of  abso¬ 
lute  neceffity  with  refpeft  to  our 
political  exiftence  ;  and  the  fov£- 
reign  muft  alfo  give  his  confi¬ 
dence  to  thofe  whom  he  apparent¬ 
ly  trufts,  or  it  would  be  delufory 
to  exp  eft,  that  even  new  counfels 
and  new  counfellors  could  fuc* 
ceed«— They  fummed  up  the  whole 
by  concluding,  that  it  was  only 
from  fuch  an  effeftual  and  total 
change,  that  a  rational  hope  could 
be  entertained,  even  of  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  ftate  in  any  form  ; 
but  that  nothing  lefs  could ,  af¬ 
ford  the  fhadow  of  hope,  of  our 
-  '  ever 
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ever  again  recurring  to  thofe  an- 
tient  principles  of  government, 
under  which  our  commerce  and 
our  fame  had  been  extended  to 
every  part  of  the  globe,  our  in- 
tereils  became  connected  with  thofe 
of  the  remoted:  nations,  and  we 
had  rifen  to  that  extraordinary 
pitch  of  power,  glory,  and  do- 
medic  happinefs,  which  alternate¬ 
ly  excited  the  admiration,  and  the 
envy  of  mankind. 

From  a  general  view  of  the  fup- 
pofed  fyflem,  they  entered  into 
a  detail  of  its  imputed  effects  on 
the  executive  and  fubordinate 
parts  of  government.  Thofe  offi¬ 
cers,  they  faid,  civil  and  mili¬ 
tary,  who  were  in  great  trud  or 
in  high  command,  particularly  if 
their  merit  had  placed  them  high 
in  the  opinion  and  confidence  of 

their  country,  were  the  marked 
; 

obje&s  of  its  pernicious  influence. 
Thus,  while  knowledge  and  in¬ 
tegrity  were  profcribed  in  our 
councils,  didinguilhed  valour  and 
ability  were  equally  profcribed 
in  our  fleets  and  armies.— -Our 
great  naval  commanders  were 
driven  from  the  fervice  ;  nor  were 
more  atrocious  and  dangerous 
attempts  left  untried ;  the  military 
commanders  were  no  better  treated  ; 
and  in  the  moment  of  difficulty 
and  danger,  the  Fate  was  rob¬ 
bed  of  its  bed  and  fured  de¬ 
fence. — Thus  our  deets  and  ar¬ 
mies  were  either  languilhing  in 
difcontent,  or  torn  to  pieces  by 
didfention  ;  and  the  fpirit  of  enter- 
prize  funk  under  the  benumbing 
conviction,  that  whatever  honour 
or  advantage  might  be  atchieved 
by  brave  and  hardy  fervice  abroad, 
mud  inevitably  perifh  under  the 
fatal  blads  of  that  malignant  in¬ 
fluence  which  prevailed  at  home. 


The  public  rneafures  and  tran- 
factions  of  the  current  year  at 
home  and  abroad,  whether  with 
refpeCt  to  the  zCtual  operations  of 
war,  the  difpofition  of  our  fleets 
and  armies,  or  the  adopted  fyftem 
of  home  defence,  opened  a  wide 
field  for  animadverfion,  which 
was  occupied  with  no  fmall  degree 
of  vigour  by  the  oppofition.  As 
the  alledged  criminal  negleCt,  and 
confequent  fatal  decline  of  our 
navy,  had  held  a  principal  place 
in  the  general  charge  of  pad  mif- 
conduCt,  fo  the  fuppofed  exem¬ 
plification  of  that  unhappy  decline 
and  vveaknefs,  which,  they  faid, 
had  been  recently  exhibited  in  the 
channel,  afforded  an  opportunity 
for  the  mod:  direCt  application  of 
particular  cenfure. 

The  powers  of  language  feemed 
accordingly  exhauded,  in  the  va¬ 
rious  exprefficn  of  grief,  fliame, 
indignation,  and  refentment,  dis¬ 
played  upon  this  fubjeCt.  They 
laid  it  was  referved  for  the  prefent 
inaufpicious  and  difgraceful  sera, 
for  the  adminiftradon  of  thofe  men 
who  had  fevered  the  empire,  and. 
who  had  plunged  the  Engliih  na¬ 
tion  in  all  the  guilt  and  calamity 
of  a  cruel  and  inextin guifhable 
civil  war,  to  brand  this  country 
with  the  indelible  difgrace  of  the 
preceding  dimmer  ;  to  exhibit  the 
unthought  of  and  unheard  of  fpec- 
tacle,  of  a  Britifh  fleet  dying,  in 
fight  of  their  own  eoad:,  before 
that  of  Bourbon.  Thus,  faid 
they,  refigning  all  at  once,  that 
empire  of  the  ocean,  the  inex- 
hauitible  fource  of  all  our  power 
and  greatnefs  ;  the  prize  of  pad: 
valour,  and  the  reward  of  antient 
virtue  ;  thus  giving  up,  without 
a  blow,  even  the  dominion  of  the 
narrow  feas,  our  hereditary,  and 

hitherto 


42]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780' 


hitherto  undifputed  patrimony  ; 
and  thus,  while  all  Europe  was 
loft  in  aftonifhment,  was  that 
name,  national  character,  and  ge¬ 
neral  opinion,  which  bear  fo  great 
a  fway  in  the  affairs  of  man¬ 
kind,  in  a  moment  annihilated. 

Without  enquiring  at  prefent, 
they  laid,  into  the  caufes  of  that  la¬ 
mentable  naval  inferiority,  through 
which  olir  naked  and  aftoniflied 
coafts  were  abandoned  to  the  out¬ 
rage  of  thp  enemy,  and  the  triumph¬ 
ant  flag  of  the  infulting  foe  fo 
long  domineered  on  our  native 
leas,  it  was  fitting  to  alk  mini- 
iters,  what  defence  they  could 
make,  or  what  apology  to  the  na¬ 
tion,  for  the  unguarded  and  de- 
feneelefs  ftate,  in  which  Plymouth, 
the  fecond  of  our  great  naval 
arfenals,  and  the  depofftary  of  a 
treafure,  which  no  money,  nor 
perhaps  time,  could  replace,  was, 
in  that  feafon  of  difgrace  and  dan¬ 
ger,  not  only  expofed  to  his  in- 
fult,  but  to  abiolute  deftru&ion  ? 
The  infufficiency  of  the  fleet,  they 
laid,  afforded  ho  cover  of  defence 
or  excufe  ;  as  that  great  maritime 
key  of  the  kingdom,  was  poftefted 
of  fufhcient  ftrength,  to  require 
nothing  more  than  a  proper  gar- 
rifon,  and  the  neceftary  military 
provifion,  for  its  effeduai  pro¬ 
tection. 

Another  c|ueftion,  they  (aid, 
naturally  arofe  from  the  flighted 
view  of  the  tran factions  of  that 
fhameful  period,  to  which  it  be¬ 
hoved  thofe  who  affumed  the  con- 
dud  of  our  public  affairs,  to  give 
a  clear  and  fatisfadory  anfwer.— 
If  minifters  are  not  really  charge¬ 
able  with  wilfully  bringing  on 
our  late  difgrace  and  danger,  howg 
can  they  pretend  to  account  for 
not  preventing  the  junction  o'f  the 


French  and  Spanifh  fleet  r— -This, 
they  faid,  was  a  meafure  fully 
within  their  reach.  They  well 
know,  that  the  Breft  fleet  was  far 
more  backward  in  point  of  pre¬ 
paration  than  the  Britifh  ;  and  it 
is  a  matter  of  public  notoriety, 
that  the  latter  loitered  for  a  fort¬ 
night,  without  any  objed,  at  Tor- 
bay,  or  on  the  coaft,  when  its 
proceeding  to  fea  would  have  pre¬ 
vented  the  junction,  or  what  would 
hav.e  been  Itill  more  important, 
might  have  afforded  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  intercepting  the  French, 
fleet ;  and  that,  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances  of  advantage,  as  muff 
have  produced  effeds  deciffve  of 
the  fortune  of  the  campaign,  if 
not  of  the  war. 

The  minifters,  faid  they,  will 
not  venture  to  tell  us,  that  they 
were  ignorant  of  the  great  fupe- 
riority  which  the  junction  of  the 
Bourbon  fleets  would  produce. 
Their  line  of  condud  was  marked 
out  by  long  eftabliffned  and  repeat¬ 
ed  precedent.  They  know,  or 
ought  to  know,  that  this  meafure 
of  prudence  had  not  only  been 
conftantly  adopted  and  ftridly  at¬ 
tended  to  in  all  former  wars  with 
thofe  powers  ^  united,  but  that  in 
the  contefts  with  France  alone, 
the  jundion  of  her  Mediterranean 
fleet  with  that  of  the  Ocean,  had 
been  uniformly  guarded  again# 
with  the  moft  unremitting  care  and 
induftry.  Yet  thefe  precautions 
were  ufed  in  the  moft  flou riffling 
ftate  of  our  navy  ;  in  thofe  happy 
feafons  of  power  and  fortune, 
when  fome  inattention  to  the  rules 
of  prudence  might  feem  not  alto¬ 
gether  inexcusable.  But  can,  faid 
they,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things,  any  prefumed  ftock  of  ig¬ 
norance,  any  fuppofed  portion  of 

negli- 
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negligence  or  folly,  fatisfactorily 
account  for  fo  dangerous,  and 
for  what  might  well  have  been, 
fo  fatal  an  omiflion  ? 

The  negleft  of  the  ifland  of 
Jerley,  was  no  lefs  an  object  of 
cenfure.  Through  the  want,  they 
laid,  of  two  or  three  frigates,  of 
that  fmall  marine  force,  which 
would  have  been  lufficient  to  re¬ 
pel  the  defultory  attempts,  that 
were  at  that  feafon  to  be  expe&ed 
from  St.  Maloes,  Admiral  Ar- 
buthnot,  in  his  laudable  zeal  for 
the  relief  or  recovery  of  the 
ifland,  was  obliged  to  abandon 
his  convoy,  and  to  defer  his  voy¬ 
age  to  New  York.  By  that 
means,  a  fleet  of  three  hundred 
merchantmen  and  tranfports,  were 
expofed  to  the  dangers  of  the  fea 
and  the  enemy  in  the  open  road 
of  Torbay,  the  trade  was  detain¬ 
ed  a  full  month  at  home,  and  {of¬ 
fered,  at  lead,  an  equal  delay  on 
the  voyage,  to  the  immenfe  lofs 
and  expence  of  the  merchants  ; 
and  the  reinforcements  for  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  which,  to  anfwer 
any  effectual  purpofe,  fhould  have 
been  landed  at  New  York  before 
the  time  of  their  departure  from 
-England,  did  not  arrive  at  the 
place  of  their  deflination  until  the 
end  of  Auguft,  when  the  feafon 
for  action  was  nearly  over,  and 
the  troops  had  fluttered  fo  much 
from  the  unufual  length  of  their 
confinement  on  fhipboard,  that 
they  were  incapable  of  any  im¬ 
mediate  fervice.  Thus,  faid  they, 
were  all  the  views  and  hopes  of 
the  campaign  fruftrated  in  the 
outfet ;  and  thus,  year  after  year, 
is  the  blood  and  treafure  of  the 
nation  confumed,  and  its  ftrength 
exhaufted,  in  that  fatal  conteft  ; 
while  the  unequalled  mifconduct 


which  prevails  at  home,  renders 
all  the  exertions  of  valour  and 
ability  fruitlefs,  and  predeftinates 
the  ill  fuccefs  that  follows. 

The  difpofal,  the  amount,  and 
the  government  of  the  military 
force  kept  within  the  kingdom, 
afforded  a  copious  fubjedl  of  ani- 
madverfion  and  cenfure.  This 
was  dated,  including  the  militia, 
and  the  various  corps  of  new- raid¬ 
ed  troops,  as  exceeding  a  hundred 
thoufand  men  actually  in  arms. 
Yet  this  vaft  force,  which,  they 
faid,  under  former  wife  and  hap¬ 
py  adminiftrations,  would  have 
conveyed  terror  and  deftru&ion. 
home  to  our  enemies,  and  fpreadL 
alarm  and  danger  through  their 
remoteft  poflefftons,  was  kept  fu- 
pine  and  idle  at  home.  The 
enormous  and  cumberfome  ma¬ 
chine,  which  was  framed  and  flip- 
ported  at  fo  immenfe  an  expence 
to  the  public,  was  kept  inert 
without  life  or  action,  through 
the  ignorance  and  incapacity  of 
thofe  who  were  intrufted  with  its 
movements.— Nothing,  they  faid, 
could  more  clearly  point  out,  ei¬ 
ther  the  atrocious  defigas,  or  the 
confummate  foll'y  of  adminiftra- 
tion.  It  was  either  intended  that 
this  prodigious  force  fhould  a£t 
againft  the  people,  or  it  was  un- 
neceffary  and  had  no  obje£t — thfey 
might  chute  the  alternative,  If 
we  had  no  fleet,  it  was  more  than, 
competent  to  internal  defence  ;  if 
we  had  a  fleet,  and  could  truft  to 
it,  we  had  no  occafion  for  fo  vaft 
a  land  force.  A  vaft  fleet,  and  a 
vail  military  force,  were  incompa¬ 
tible  ;  if  the  ftrength  of  the  na¬ 
tion  was  to  be  equally  divided  be¬ 
tween  the  land  and  the  naval  fer- 
vices,  neither  fervice  could  be 
rendered  effectual.  Independent 
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of  experience  or  precedent,  our  ii- 
tuation  pointed  out  the  true  po¬ 
licy. 

But  minifters  boafted  loudly  of 
the  wifdom  of  their  condo d  in  this 
refpedl,  and  of  the  effential  bene¬ 
fits  which  it  had  produced we 
had  efcaped  from  danger—- and  they 
had  fruftrated  the  defigns  of  the 
enemy.  Utterly  incapable,  they 
fa  id,  through  a  total  want  of  ge¬ 
nius  and  ability,  of  conducing  the 
war  upon  an  extenftve  fcale,  or  of 
forming  any  bold  and  comprehen- 
five  fcheme  of  action,  they  nar¬ 
rowed  its  objects  to  the  meafure  of 
their  own  ideas,  and  reft  their  me¬ 
rits  upon  a  mean  and  daftardly 
fyftem  of  local  defence,  confined 
merely  to  the  feat  of  empire.  Such 
has  been  the  wretched  application 
of  all  the  joint  power  during  the 
prefent  year,  of  three  hundred 
thoufand  men  in  arms,  of  three 
hundred  fhips  of  war,  and  of  twen¬ 
ty  millions  of  pounds  fterling. 
Yet  it  will  be  found,  faid  they, 
that  their  domeftic  merits  are  upon 
the  fame  fcale  with  their  foreign  ; 
and  that  all  their  meafures  at  home 
and  abroad,  are  marked  by  the 
fame  peculiar  fatality.  Although 
they  lacrifieed  every  other  object 
to  the  home  defence,  the  meafures 
which  they  adopted  for  that  pur- 
pofe  were  as  fhamefully  defective, 
as  thofe  which  they  had  purfued 
in  the  active  operations  of  the  war. 
Thus,  with  a  force  lving  dormant 
within  the  kingdom,  fufticient  to 
have  carried  terror  and  hoftility  in¬ 
to  the  heart  of  the  moft  powerful 
Hates,  the  difpofition  of  this  great 
force,  under  the  incapacity  of  its 
direction,  was  fo  fuperlatively 
wretched,  as  to  render  it  totally 
inadequate  to  its  deiign  ;  our 
weftem  coafts  we, re  in  a  manner 
abandoned  to  the  enemy  :  we  were 

1/  ' 


expofed  in  the  moft  tender  and  va« 
luable  parts  to  the  moft  imminent 
danger ;  Plymouth  feemed  doomed 
to  inevitable  deftruCtion  ;  nor  was 
the  fecurity  of  Portfmouth  much 
better  eftablifhed.  So  vaft  an  ar¬ 
my,  under  fuch  a  guidance,  could 
not  afford  protection  to  thofe  inva¬ 
luable  repofitories  of  our  naval 
ftrength  ;  and  we  were  expofed  to 
a  lofs,  which  no  human  means 
could  have  fupplied  or  remedied. 

Minifters,  they  faid,  might  well 
boaft  in  the  fpeech,  of  their  new 
and  only  ally.  Providence  ;  whofe 
folly  and  mifeondudt  had  rendered 
them  fo  univerfally  contemptible 
or  odious,  as  to  be  abandoned  by 
all  mankind  ;  ana  who  having 
interdicted  all  wifdom  and  ability 
from  their  counfels,  had  alfo,  in 
the  midft  of  a  moft  ruinous  and 
dangerous  warfare,  and  finking 
under  the  preffure  of  a  greatly  fu- 
perior  combination  of  force,  driven 
every  commander  by  lea  and  land 
from  their  fervice,  who  was  capa¬ 
ble  of  giving  efficacy  to  their  mi¬ 
litary  exertions.  In  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  with  an  inferior  fleet,  a 
defencelefs  coaft,  a  treafurv  ex- 
haufted  by  folly  and  prodigality, 
with  an  adminiftration  fupine,  di¬ 
vided,  and  incapable,  we  mufl 
have  fallen  a  prey  to  our  combined 
enemies,  if  they  had  feized  the 
critical  opportunity  of  making  the 
attack.  But  this  miraculous  in¬ 
terposition  of  providence,  in  blind¬ 
ing  the  enemy  at  one  feafon,  and 
ftriking  them,  with  contagious  dif- 
ternper  at  another,  only  went  to. 
our  prefer vation.  Providence  left 
the  unparalleled  difgrace,  and  the 
caufes  of  the  danger,  to  be.  an- 
f  we  red  for  by  minifters. 

Nor  was  the  internal  govern¬ 
ment  of  our  military  force  iefs  ani¬ 
madverted 
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mad  verted  upon,  than  its  difpoft- 
tion  or  application.  The  new  fyf- 
tem  adopted  of  modelling  the  ar¬ 
my,  was  condemned  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms,  and  reprel'ented,  as  not  be¬ 
ing  more  unjuft  and  Icandalous  in 
the  praftice,  than  ruinous  in  the 
effed.  The  honourable  fears  and 
long  fervices  of  the  experienced  ve¬ 
teran,  they  faid,  were  obliged  to 
give  way,  to  the  fuperior  intereft, 
to  the,  perhaps,  fecret  and  corrupt 
influence,  which  fupported  the 
raw  fubaltern,  who  could  lay  no 
claim  either  to  merit  or  fervice. 
Nor  did  the  evil,  however  glaring 
and  fhameful,  flop  there.  Men 
totally  unacquainted  with  military 
afFairs,  were  called  from  the  civil 
walks  of  life,  and  fuddenly  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  command  of  regi¬ 
ments.  Defks,  counting-houfes, 
and  public  offices,  were  ftripped 
of  their  ufcful  and  peaceable  oc¬ 
cupiers,  to  fupply  a  new  race  of 
commanders  and  generals  for  cur 
armies.  Thus  were  officers  of  long 
fervice  ancj  tried  honour,  reduced 
to  the  hardneceffity,  of  either  aban¬ 
doning  a  profeffion,  to  which  they 
had  dedicated  their  imall  fortunes, 
their  hopes,  and  their  lives,  or  of 
fubmitting  to  the  military  difgrace 
of  obeying  thole  whom  they  were 
ufed  to  command,  and  of  receiv¬ 
ing  orders  from  men,  whofe  inca¬ 
pacity  and  ignorance  tendered 
them  objects  ot  their  fovereign 
contempt. 

By  this  means,  they  faid,  con¬ 
tinual  murrnurings,  jealoulies,  and 
di (contents,  were  generated  among 
thofe  who  were  fighting  the  bat¬ 
tles  of  their  country.  Men  who 
vvere  bravely  encountering  all  the 
fatigues,  hardfhips,  and  perils  of 
war,  and  who  from  their  habits  of 
life,  and  the  nature  of  their  pro- 


feflion,  were  exceedingly  fufeepti- 
ble  and  quick  in  their  fenfe  of  in¬ 
jury,  and  habitually  nice  in  points 
of  honour,  were,  by  the  caprice 
and  corruption  of  niinifters,  con¬ 
tinually  fretted  and  galled  in  the 
tendered  part,  their  attention  dis¬ 
turbed  in  the  execution  of  their 
duty,  and  their  minds  alienated 
from  the  fervice,  while  their  fpi- 
rits  were  broken,  and  their  mili¬ 
tary  pride  fubdued,  by  feeing  all 
their  hopes  of  due  preferment 
blafted,  and  by  being  obliged  to 
crouch  under  a  fenfe  of  indignity 
and  injury,  which  they  could  not 
refent  without  perfonal  ruin. 

The  alarming  and  dangerous  ii- 
tuation  of  Ireland,  prefented  new 
objects  of  flrifture  to  the  opposi¬ 
tion,  and  afforded  a  new  edge  to 
their  cenfure.  They  faid,  that 
every  evil  and  danger  there,  was 
owing  to  that  fatality  which  had  in¬ 
fluenced  the  incomprehenfible  con- 
dud  of  miniflers  in  the  preceding 
feffion.  They  had  been  repeatedly 
warned  of  the  danger  and  of  the 
injuftice  of  delay  by  the  oppoii- 
tion ;  the  latter  had  ufed  theirN  ut« 
molt  endeavours  in  both  houfes  to 
defer  the  adjournment  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  until  fome  remedy  was  af¬ 
forded  for  the  evils  which  opprefTed 
our  lifter  /ifland.  But  although 
this  propofal  held  out  the  moft  fa¬ 
vourable  opportunity  to  them, 
by  remedying  the  ill  effeds,  to 
obliterate  the  traces  of  their  own 
pafl  negligence  and  mifeondud ; 
yet  fo  blind  and  incorrigible  was 
their  obftinacy,  and  fo  unhappily- 
devoted  the  zeal  of  that  ftanding 
majority  which  fupports  ail  their 
meafures,  that  it  was  triumphantly 
overruled,  in  contempt  of  all  rea- 
fon  and  argument,  and  in  defiance 
of  all  confequences.  A  moderate 
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degree  of  equitable  eondefcenfion 
then,  would  have  been  received  by 
cur  filter  idand,  as  the  mod  friend¬ 
ly  kindnefs,  and  acknowledged 
with  the  mod  lading  gratitude ; 
whereas,  the  greated  facrifice  of 
her  commercial  and  political  inte- 
reds  which  this  country  can  now 
make,  indead  of  being  conddered 
as  the  grant  of  favour,  will  be  re¬ 
garded  as  the  mean  concedion  of 
fear. 

The  fame  conduit,  they  faid, 
which  prevailed  in  Europe,  was  to 
be  traced  in  every  other  part  of  the 
world.  The  enemy  had,  at  one 
fweep,  carried  every  thing  that 
was  Englidi  away,  through  the 
whole  extent  of  the  African  coalts. 
The  dominion  of  the  fea,  was  no 
lefs  effectually,  they  faid,  though 
much  lefs  difgracefully,  lod  in  the 
Wed  Indies,  than  in  the  narrow 
feas  and  the  channel.  Our  brave 
commanders  and  feamen  in  that 
quarter,  determined  that  the  Bri- 
tifh  name,  and  their  own  profef- 
iional  character,  fliould  not  be  funk, 
under  the'  fatality  and  disgrace  of 
cur  public  counfels  ;  but  they  were 
unable  to  fupport  her  power  againffc 
the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy.  The 
French  dag  reigned  as  triumphant¬ 
ly  in  the  gulph  of  Mexico,  as  in 
the  European  feas  ;  and  the  fame 
unhappy  and  difgraceful  feafon, 
Ibewed  the  downfal  of  our  naval 
power  in  every  part  of  the  world. 

Our  Wed  India  iflands,  they 
faid,  had  been  more  properly  deli¬ 
vered  up  to  the  enemy,  than  fub- 
dued  by  him.  It  made  no  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  nature  of  things,  whe¬ 
ther  our  poifedions  were  furren- 
clered  or  fold,  by  a  public  or  pri¬ 
vate  treaty  with  France,  or  whe¬ 
ther  they  were  left  fo  naked  and 
delencelds,  that  the  enemy  diouid 


have  nothing  more  to'  do,  than  to 
fend  garrifons  to  take  poffeffion  of 
them.  This  they  infilled  to  have 
been  the  cafe  with  relpeit  to  the 
idands  we  had  loll ;  and  thofe  that 
remained,  they  defcribed,  as  not 
being  in  a  much  better  fituation. 
Jamaica,  in  particular,  they  faid, 
the  mod  valuable  now  of  our  co¬ 
lonial  poffeflions,  and  the  prin¬ 
cipal  fource  of  our  remaining 
trade  and  wealth,  was  mod  fhame- 
fully  abandoned ;  and  was  at  that 
moment  in  the  mod  imminent  dan¬ 
ger,  if  not  already  lod. 

This  courfe  of  inveitive  was 
wound  up  by  declaring,  that  the  o- 
miffions  and  defesffs  which  produced 
all  thefe  calamities,  went  fo  much 
beyond  any  thing  which  could  be  al¬ 
lowed  for  impotence  and  imperfec¬ 
tion  of  mind,  that  they  feemed 
under  a  neceffity  of  charging  their 
conduit  to  direit  treachery.  That 
final  ruin,  or  a  total  change  of 
fydem  and  of  men,  was  the  Ihort 
alternative  to  which  we  were  now 
reduced.  The  Ihort  fentence  of 
Nenv  Counfels  and  Nenjj  Counfellors 
included,  they  faid,  all  the  means 
of  our  national  falvation,  and  ex- 
preffed  the  fentiments  of  every  in¬ 
telligent  and  independant  man  in 
England  ;  it  was  the  univerfal  lan¬ 
guage  out  of  doors,  and  of  thofe 
within,  when  they  went  out. 

The  fpeech  itfelf  underwent  its 
lhare  of  cenfure,  with  refpeit  both 
to  matter  and  omiffion  ;  and  the 
acknowledgment  in  the  propofed 
addrefs  of  the  lords,  of  the  blef- 
fmgs  enjoyed  under  government, 
afforded  an  opportunity  for  much 
fe verity  of  comment  and  obferva- 
tion  in  that  houfe.  It  was  freely 
afked,  whether  that  recognition  of 
public  happinefs  was  founded  in 
truth  }  Whether  it  was  not  an  in¬ 
ful  t 
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fult  to  parliament,  when  applied 
to  the  minifiers  ?  Whether  there 
was  a  noble  lord  prefent,  of  any 
defcription,  who  could  lay  his 
hand  to  his  heart,  and  fairly  con¬ 
gratulate  his  majefly  on  the  blef- 
ii.ngs  enjoyed  under  his  govern¬ 
ment  ?  A  majority  might  indeed 
grant  a  vote  ;  but  they  could  go 
no  farther  ;  they  could  neither 
dole  the  eyes,  nor  warp  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  mankind.  Such  an  ap¬ 
probation,  given  in  defiance  of 
public  notoriety,  and  the  evidence 
of  every  man’s  fenfe  and  feeling, 
mull:  not  only  fail  of  its  intended, 
but  produce  a  very  contrary  effect ; 
it  would  only  ferve  to  excite  con¬ 
tempt  and  ridicule  in  the  firfi  in- 
dance,  and  tend  to  the  degrada¬ 
tion  of  parliament  in  the  fecond. 
For  themfelves,  they  faid,  that  no 
motive  whatever  fhould  induce 
them  to  the  vain  and  fcandalous 
attempt,  of  giving  a  fandlion  to 
fo  grofs  a  fpecies  of  delufion  and 
impofition,  by  the  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  blefiings  which  did  not 
exid,  and  a  recognition  of  the 
merits  of  government,  in  direct 
coatradiXion  to  experience  and 
fad. 

The  minider  oppofed,  ,in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  the  indirect 
charges  of  treachery  which  were 
made  on  the  other  fide,  with  tem¬ 
per  and  firmnefs.  He  observed, 
that  fuch  charges  or  infinuations 
feemed  of  late  to  become  a  fa¬ 
vourite  topic  with  gentlemen  in 
the  oppofition,  who  perhaps  hoped 
to  derive  fome  great  advantage 
from  the  frequent  repetition  ;  but 
if  they  were  not  entirely  vague 
and  unfounded,  and  calculated 
merely  to  ftir  up  or  nurfe  difcon- 
tent  and  fufpicion  abroad,  why 
did  they  not  come  forward  like 


men,-  and  purfue  their  accusa¬ 
tions  ?  *Why  did  they  not  follow 
them  up  with  fpecific  and  defined 
proofs  ;  thereby  to  fix  the  guilt, 
and  bringing  it  home  fairly  and 
direXly  to  its  proper  objeX,  com¬ 
pel  the  mifcreants,  whoever  they 
were,  or  where-ever  found,  to  un¬ 
dergo  that  fate  which  treachery 
deferves  ?  In  allufion  to  what  had 
fo  repeatedly  been  faid,  of  the 
general  opinion  and  difcontent  of 
the  people,  he  eagerly  exclaimed, 
<f  God  forbid,  that  there  fhould 
be  a  voice  in  the  nation,  ftronger, 
louder,  more  peremptory  or  deci- 
five,  than  that  of  parliament.”— 
For  himfelf,  whenever  his  account¬ 
ing  day  fhould  come,  and  that  day, 
he  faid,  mull  come,  he  fhould 
meet  it'without  fear.  There  were 
laws  for  the  proteXion  of  inn o- . 
cenpe,  and  if  his  accufers  adhered 
to  the  laws,  he  fhould  be  fafe. 
His  innocence  would  be  his  fhield, 
and  the  laws  would  render  him  in¬ 
vulnerable  under  that  proteXion. 

Our  being  deftitute  of  allies,  or, 
as  it  was  called  on  the  other  fide, 
our  being  abandoned  by  mankind, 
was  not  to  be  attributed  to  any 
difiike  on  his  fide  to  continental 
connexions  ;  but  to  the  prevalent, 
though  mifiaken  politics  of  other 
powers,  and  to  the  peculiar  cir- 
cum fiances  of  the  contefi  in  which 
we  are  at  prefent  engaged.  If 
France  had  attacked  any  power 
upon  the  continent,  others  would 
have  felt  themfelves  immediately 
interefied  in  the  confequences  and 
event,  and  would  accordingly  have 
taken  an  active  and  decided  part. 
Our  policy  would  have  led  ps  to  a 
fimilar  interference  ;  and  the  reci- 
procality  of  interefis,  with  the 
fame  objeX  in  view,  would  have 
been  a  common  bond  of  alliance 
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and  union.  But  Great  Britain  not 
being  confidered  as  a  continental 
power,  other  dates  did  not  think 
diemfelves  fo  much  interefied  with 
refpedt  to  the  prefen t  attack  made 
upon  her,  or  fo  liable  to  be  affected 
by  its  confequences,  as  if  it  had 
been  made  upon  their  more  imme¬ 
diate  neighbours.  The  contefl  was 
like  wife,  in  its  origin,  merely  co¬ 
lonial  and  domeftic ;  its  objects 
were  in  another  quarter  of  the 
world  ;  and  even  dill,  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  war  being  either  na¬ 
val,  or  condufted  at  a  vad  didance, 
did  not  much  didurb  the  internal 
peace  of  Europe,  nor  were  the 
confeque;iices  confidered  as  affect¬ 
ing  the  general  balance  of  power. 

Our  being  left  alone  to  encoun¬ 
ter  the  vad  fuperiority  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  was  not  then  to  be  imputed  to 
any  fault  or  negleCt  on  the  fide  of 
the  councils  or  miniders  of  the 
throne,  but  to  the  midaken  opi¬ 
nion  and  erroneous  policy  of  other 
dates  ;  who  had,  from  thence, 
blindly  permitted  the  united  houfe 
of  Bourbon,  to  bring  their  whole 
force,  unmoleded  and  undifiurbed, 
to  bear  upon  this  country.  This 
was  a  mifchief,  which  was  as  little 
to  be  forefeen  as  prevented  by  the 
miniders  of  Great  Britain.  They 
could  not  be  accountable  for  the 
conduit  of  other  dates.  It  was 
not,  however,  to  be  doubted,  that 
other  powers  would  fpeedily  per¬ 
ceive  and  reitify  their  error  ;  and 
that,  with  a  proper  attention  to 
their  true  intered,  as  well  as  to 
the  general  fydem  of  Europe,  they 
would  interpofe  to  check  the  am¬ 
bition  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 

The  fame  argument  applied  with 
equal  effedt  to  that  charge,  on 
which  all  the  eloquence  of  grief, 
and  all  the  indignation  of  appa¬ 


rent  paiiion,  had  been  exhaufied 
on  the  other  fide ;  that  of  our  na- 
val  inferiority,  particularly  on  the 
narrow  feas.  It  was  impoffible  for 
Great  Britain  alone,  to  oppofe  an 
equal  number  of  fhips  to  the  whole 
united  force  of  the  houfe  of  Bour¬ 
bon  ;  but  if  fhe  even  equalled  or 
exceeded  them  in  point  of  num¬ 
ber,  dill  the  wide  arrangement 
of  her  naval  fervices,  which  was 
indifpenfably  neceffary  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  her  numerous,  expofed, 
and  remote  dependencies,  mud  at 
any  rate,  notwithdanding  any  fkill 
or  judgment  in  the  difpofition,  af¬ 
ford  an  opportunity  to  the  enemy 
of  obtaining  a  fuperh  rity  in  fome 
particular  part.  Yet  with  that 
vad  fuperiority  which  they  actually 
pofieiied  in  the  preceding  fummer, 
it  would  be  found,  on  due  conii- 
deration,  that  the  difgrace  was  on 
their  fide,  and  not  on  ours.  They 
had  £  tied  out  a  great  and  formida¬ 
ble  armament ;  and  it  was  true, 
that  they  had  appeared  upon  our 
coaits ;  they  talked  big,  threatened 
a  great  deal,  did  nothing,  and  re¬ 
tired. 

Two  things  were  to  be  particu¬ 
larly  remembered,  that  the  enemy 
were  avowedly  afling  on  the  offen- 
live,  and  we  as  profeffedly  on  the 
defeniive.  They  came  with  a  de¬ 
clared  intention  to  invade  us,  we 
undertook  to  defeat  the  defign ; 
they  were  therefore  foiled ;  for 
they  had  not  dared,  even  to  make 
the  attempt.  Their  immenfe  ar¬ 
maments  paraded,  and  paraded  to 
no  purpofe  ;  and  their  millions 
were  {pent  in  vain.  Had  they 
landed,  (and  it  were  almoft  to  be 
wifhed  they  had)  their  reception 
would  have  been  fuch,  as  would 
not  only  have  added  to  their  dif- 
grace,  but  would  have  afforded 

them 
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them  Tome  more  eflential  matter 
to  crown  the  hiitory  of  their  cam- 
pai  go. 

It  was  denied,  that  the  retreat 
of  the  Britifh  fleet,  under  Sir 
Charles  Hardy,  up  the  channel, 
could  with  any  propriety  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  flight.  The  whole 
conduct  of  that  admiral,  demanded 
no  lefs  the  admiration  than  the  ap- 
plaufe  of  his  country.  To  decline 
an  engagement,  when  he  expedted 
a  reinforcement,  and  when  the 
enemy  were  fo  valtly  fuperior  in 
number,  was  the  effedl  of  pru¬ 
dence,  and  eminent  profeffional 
£kill ;  to  have  accepted  a  chal¬ 
lenge,  would  have  been  the  mad- 
nefs  of  valour.  It  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  in  .  hy  degree  a  flight  ;  he 
endeavoured,  by  ieveral  judicious 
motions,  to  have  drawn  the  enemy 
up  the  channel,  where,  from  its 
narrovvnefs,  and  other  circum- 
flances,  our  fleet  might  have  en¬ 
gaged  them  with  lefs  difadvantage, 
and  they  might  have  been  fubjedt- 
ed  to  much  danger.  The  enemy 
did  not  chufe  to  venture  far  up  the 
channel  ;  but  the  defign  was  the 
refult  of  prudence  and  fuperior 
judgment.  It  was  indeed  true, 
that  if  the  commander  could  then 
have  poflibly  known  the  iaternal 
ftate  and  ill  condition  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fleet,  he  would  have  eagerly 
fought  an  engagement,  inflead  of 
avoiding  it  ;  but  as  the  knowledge 
was  unattainable,  he  could  not 
profit  of  the  occafion. 

It  was  invidious,  they  faid,  on 
the  other  fide,  to  endeavour  to  de¬ 
prive  minilters  and  commanders  of 
their  due  merits,  in  the  protection 
of  our  trade,  and  in  baffling  all 
the  defigns  of  the  enemy,  by  afcrib- 
lrig  folely  to  providence,  thefe  hap¬ 
py  and  important  circumltances. 
Vol.  XXIII. 


It  would  be  more  ingenuous  to 
acknowledge,  that  it  require  d  great 
fagacity,  and  no  common  abili¬ 
ties,  with  no  more  than  from  thir¬ 
ty  -feven  to  forty  fliips  of  the  line, 
to  amufe,  fix  the  attention,  and 
keep  in  continual  motion  for  fo 
long  a  time,  without  their  being 
able  to  gain  any  advantage,  the 
valtly  fuperior  fleets  of  the  enemy, 
which  counted  no  lefs  than  fixty- 
fix  fhips  of  the  fame  rank  and  cha¬ 
racter.  This  judicious  condudt 
produced  the  mult  ialutary  effedts* 
An  immenfe  hoflile  armament  was 
kept  together  during  the  campaign, 
and  its  efforts  diredted  to  a  point 
where  they  could  be  of  no  avail  ; 
whereas,  had  this  vail  force  been 
employed  upon  feparate  fervices, 
and  diredted  to  fpecific  operations 
in  the  weftern  world,  or,  perhaps, 
other  parts,  befides  the  deltrudtioa 
of  our  commerce,  which  mult 
have  been  inevitable,  we  fliould 
probably,  by  this  time,  have  been 
difrobed  of  fome  of  our  mod  va¬ 
luable  pofieffions. 

The  minifler  acknowledged,  that 
it  would  have  been  a  matter  of  no 
fmall  moment,  to  have  prevented 
the  jundtion  of  the  French  and 
Spanifh  fleets ;  he  likewife  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  we  were  much 
more  forward  in  point  of  naval 
preparation  than  France;  but  he 
had  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  it 
was  not  in  our  power  to  prevent  the 
jundtion.  The  meafure  was  in. 
contemplation  ;  and  had  the  French 
continued  in  port,  until  they  were 
in  real  condition  for  fervice,  the 
jundtion  would  have  been  molt  af- 
furedly  prevented  ;  but  they  per¬ 
ceiving  our  intention,  rather  chofe 
to  flip  out  of  Brelt,  as  they  were, 
while  v/e  were  (till  preparing,  than 
to  wait  for  proper  equipment  at 
[D]  the 
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the  rifque  of  an  encounter.  If  it 
was  afked,  why  we  were  more  nice 
with  refpedl  to  preparation  than 
France,  the  anfwer  was  obvious  ; 
we  had  another  enemy  to  attend  to; 
the  naval  force  of  Spain  was  in  full 
equipment  ;  our  all  depended  on 
our  fleet ;  we  were  therefore  of  ne- 
ceffity  cautious.  * 

With  refpeCt  to  Plymouth,  the 
charge  was  partly  denied,  its  force 
weakened,  by  alledging  the  con- 
vidlion  of  government  that  no  de¬ 
barkation  was  there  intended  by 
the  enemy,  and  the  attention  was 
called  off  from  the  pall  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  hate  of"  that  place,  by  hating 
the  effectual  meafures  which  had 
been  fince  taken  for  its  fecurity. 

As  to  Ireland,  the  minifler  ob- 
ferved,  that  if  it  was  diftreffed, 
and  he  heard  it  was,  it  was  cer¬ 
tainly  entitled  to  relief.  England 
would  undoubtedly  grant  her  every 
thing  that  could  be  given  without 
injuring  herfelf,  and  Ireland  could 
not,  with  juftice,  afk  more.  Ire¬ 
land  could  bear  no  refen tment  to 
the  prefent  adminiffration,  for  fhe 
had  received  more  favours  and  na¬ 
tional  benefits  from  them,  than 
from  any  other  during  the  forty 
preceding  years.  Her  complaints 
were  not  directed  againft  the  pre¬ 
fent  fervants  of  the  crown  ;  they 
were  laid  againft  the  confutation  of 
this  country  ;  for  the  great  fource 
of  their  complaints  lay  in  thole 
laws,  which  were  pad  during  ^the 
reign  of  Charles  the  fecond  and 
William  the  third,  impofing  re- 
ffraints  upon  their  trade.  He 
did  not  believe  in  their  diftrefs  ; 
and  as  he  did  not  know  the  evil,  he 
was  not  able  to  point  out  a  fpecific 
remedy.  But  whenever  her  griev¬ 
ances  appeared,  he  Was  well  dif- 
pofed  to  redrefs.  them.  Ireland, 
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fo  far  as  his  voice  went,  jfhould 
have  what  was  reafonable  ;  and  he 
was  fo  well  convinced  that  (he 
would  be  fatisfied,  that  he  did  not 
entertain  the  fmalleff  apprehenfion 
on  that  fubjeCt. 

He  concluded,  upon  the  whole, 
that  our  fituation  was  not  by  any 
means  fo  lamentable  as  it  had  been 
deferibed  ;  that  it  was  much  more 
fecure  and  refpeftable  at  prefent, 
than  it  had  been  at  the  fame  feafon 
of  the  preceding  year  ;  our  fleet 
was  much  ffronger,  and  likely  to 
be  foon  confiderably  augmented  ; 
though  he  would  not  encourage  too 
fanguine  expectations,  he  enter¬ 
tained  llrong  hopes  that  the  en- 
fuing  fpring  would  open  a  bril¬ 
liant  campaign  ;  a nd  infiead  of 
thofe  fuppofed  fy mptoms  of  dan¬ 
ger,  which  were  faid  to  keep  man¬ 
kind  at  a  didance,  we  (hewed  fuch 
a  fulnefs  of  flrength,  and  growing 
vigour  of  preparation,  that  no 
power  in  Europe  could  hefitate,  on 
that  account,  at  making  a  common 
caufe  with  us. 

He  obfei  ved ,  with  regard  to  the 
propofed  amendment,  that  the 
guage  it  contained  was  firiCtly  par¬ 
liamentary.  It  was  the  duty,  as 
well  as  the  right  of  parliament,  to 
caufe  the  removal  of  evil  miniffers ; 
but  jultice  required,  that  proof 
fhould  fir  11  be  made  of  their  delin¬ 
quency.  To  remove  the  fervants 
of  the  crowd,  without  aligning 
any  caufe  for  it  ;  or  attributing  to 
them,  without  evidence  or  trial, 
thofe  errors  or  crimes,  which  on 
trial  would  not  be  found  imputa¬ 
ble  to  them,  would  be  equally  un- 
juff  and  unprecedented.  There¬ 
fore,  though  he  admitted,  to  the 
fulled  extent,  the  right  of  that 
houfe  to  addrefs  the  throne  for  a 
removal  of  miniffers ;  yet,  as  there 

was 
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was  nothing  fpecifically  charged 
againft  them  in  the  amendment, 
he  mud  certainly  oppofe  it  on  prin¬ 
ciple  ;  much  Ids  could  it  be  fup- 
pofed  that  he  would  agree  to  the 
implied  cenfure  upon  himfelf, 
which  was  included  in  the  general 
requiiition  for  new  counfels  and 
new  counfellors. 

One  of  the  able  ft  advocates  on 
the  fame  fide  obferved,  that  the 
addrefs  was  totally  unexceptiona¬ 
ble  in  all  its  parts  ;  that  it  went 
no  farther  in  its  tendency  than  to 
carry  up  to  the  throne,  thofe  ex- 
preffions  of  duty  and  affection, 
which  had  ever  been  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  parliament,  in  their  an- 
fwer  to  the  ipeech  of  the  fove- 
reign.  There  was  not  a  word  in 
the.  addrefs.  which  could  imply 
that  parliament  pledged  itfelf  to 
the  fupport  of  any  particular  mea- 
fare,  or  to  oppofe  or  protect  any 
particular  defcription  of  men. 
Along  with  the  ufual  terms  of 
refbed,  it  contained  nothing  more 
than  a  general  profeffion  of  union, 
on  the  common  principle  of  Tel f- 
dclence. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  amend¬ 
ment,  according  to  the  explana¬ 
tions  which  had  been  given  in  its 
fupport,  implied,  a  requifition, 
not  only  that  his  majefty  wtfbld 
difmifs  all  his  counfellors,  whe¬ 
ther  guilty  or  guiklefs,  old  or 
new b ut  that  he  would  go  ftill 
farther,  and  adopt  an  entirely 
new  fyftem  of  government.  On 
this  he  obferved,  that  the  coniti- 
tution  had  placed  the  executive 
power  of  this  government  in  the 
Sovereign,  the  official  functions 
of  which  are  performed  by  per- 
fons  of  his  appointment,  each  of 
whom  is  perionaliy  refponftble  for 
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his  conduit  in  office.  It  was  ab~ 
Tolu  te]  y  necefiary,  he  faid,  for 
preferving  the  due  equilibrium 
preferibed  by  the  conftitution, 
that  the  prince  Ihould  have  free 
liberty  to  appoint  thofe  perfons 
to  the  various  executive  offices, 
who  appeared  to  him  the  moft 
proper  to  fill  them  ;  otherwife  the 
government  would  degenerate  into 
an  ariftocracy,  and  affume  the 
worft  vices,  without  the  virtues, 
of  a  republic.  If  the  prince  were 
debarred  of  l'uch  a  choice,  either 
the  nobles  would  acquire  a  moft 
dangerous  afeendancy  over  the 
crown,  or  the  commons,  encir¬ 
cling  the  throne,  like  a  fpidefs 
web,  with  a  miniftry  of  their 
own  choofmg,  would  throw  every 
thing  into  anarchy  and  conru- 
fion,  and  reduce  us  to  the  worft 
and  moft  defpicable  ftate  of  go¬ 
vernment. 

Neither  the  courie  of  reafon- 
ing,  the  arguments,  or  the  after- 
tions  of  the  minifter,  were  fuffi- 
cient  to  afford  any  fatisfadion  to 
the  other  fide.  They  obferved, 
that  with  his  ufual  ingenuity,  he 
had  converted  the  heavieft  charges 
again  ft  his  conduit,  into  the 
means  of  adual  defence.  The 
criminal  negled  and  fatal  decline 
of  the  navy  under  his  adminiftra- 
tion,  illuftrated  and  proved  by 
its  acknowledged  inferiority,  and 
late  indelible  difgrace,  afforded  a 
charge  of  fo  alarming  and  capital 
a  nature,  that  it  feemed  to  lay  him 
under  an  indifpenfibfe  neceffity  of 
fhewing,  cither,  that  it  had  not 
declined,  or  that  the  grants  af¬ 
forded  by  parliament  were  not  ad¬ 
equate  to  its  fupport.  But  with¬ 
out  the  fmalleft  trouble  of  that 
fore,  the  minifter  applies  that 
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very  inferiority,  which  conftitutes 
his  mo  ft  deadly  crime,  to  the  juft 
tification  of  its  fhameful  confe- 
quence,  the  fcandalous  flight  of 
the  Britifh  fleet ;  and  tells  us  with 
the  greateft  unconcern,  that  it 
would  have  been  madnefs  not  to 
tun  away. 

The  noble  lord,  they  faid,  was 
not  lefs  ingenious  in  the  excul¬ 
pation  of  other  parts  of  his  con¬ 
duct.  Adminiftration  were  en¬ 
tirely  guiltlefs  of  all  thofe  ruinous 
confequences,  which  can  only  be 
generated,  by  a  Jong  conjundtiGn 
of  evil  government  and  political 
folly.  The  common  union  and 
revolt  of  thirteen  colonies,  who 
never  agreed  in  any  thing  elfe, 
with  the  lofs  of  America,  he  ac¬ 
counts  for  in  one  fhort  lenience, 
by  charging  it  to  the  rebellious 
difpofition  of  a  people,  who  had 
ever  been  eminently  diftinguifhed 
for  their  loyalty.  If  we  are 
abandoned,  in  a  manner  unex¬ 
ampled  in  hiftory,  at  this  perilous 
moment,  without  the  aftiftance  or 
hope  of  a  Angle  ally,  the  minifter 
comforts  us  with  the  aifu  ranee 
that  it  is  no  fault  of  his,  but  pro¬ 
ceeds  merely  from  the  blind  folly, 
or  ftrange  ingratitude  of  other 
powers.  The  lofs  of  our  Weft- 
India  illands,  is  by  no  means  to 
be  charged  to  the  indolence  or 
aiegledt  of  miniftry,  but  to  the 
activity  and  impudence  of  D’Ef- 
taing',  who  unexpectedly  took 
them  from  us.  And  if  Ireland 
was  flipping  out  of  our  hands, 
by  a  repetition  of  the  fame  mea- 
fures  and  conduct  which  loft  A- 
merica,  ftill  our  immaculate  mi- 
nifters  were  totally  ’free  from 
blame  ;  for  it  was  ealily  fhewn  by 
this  new  logic,  that  the  Irilh 
them fe Ives  were  the  caufes  of 
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their  own  grievances  and  difluf- 
bances.  Such,  they  faid,  was 
the  mode  of  reafoning,  with 
which  minifters  and  their  advo¬ 
cates,  in  the  prefen  t  day,  dared 
to  infult  the  underftanding  of 
parliament. 

But  they  demand  proofs  of 
their  incapacity  and  mifcondudh 
Could  any  proofs  upon  earth  ex¬ 
ceed,  or  equal,  a  bare  recital  of 
their  adls,  and  of  the  confequen¬ 
ces  which  they  produced  ?  Is  not 
the  unexampled  ruin,  which, 
within  a  few  years,  their  govern¬ 
ment  has  brought  upon  a  coun¬ 
try,  fo  great,  fo  glorious,  and 
fo  flouri filing  as  this  was,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  preient 
reign,  the  inoft  conclulive  poflibie 
evidence,  either,  of  the  molt 
wretched  incapacity,  or  of  wilful 
defign  and  treachery.  But  if  e* 
very  other  proof  of  ignorance  and 
incapacity,  and  of  the  neceflity 
of  demanding  from  the  throne 
the  removal  of  the  preient  mini¬ 
fters  and  counfeilors,  were  want¬ 
ing,  the  noble  lord  himielf  had 
juft  fupplied  the  ftrongeft  that 
could  be  given  ;  and  what,  in¬ 
deed,  might  well  fuperfede  all 
other  evidence.  For,  after  the 
long  notice  he  had  received  from 
that  houie,  the  repeated  warn¬ 
ings  given  him  by  the  oppofition* 
and  the  very  alarming  motives, 
which  every  day  grew  more  ur¬ 
gent,  for  his  making  a  full  and 
immediate  inquiry  into  the  affairs, 
ftate,  and  condition  of  Ireland, 
and  duly  weighing  and  confider- 
ing  the  means,  for  affording  a 
proper  and  adequate  relief  to  her 
wants,  and  providing  a  remedy 
for  her  diforcers,  he  had  now 
candidly,  but  inadvertently  con* 
felled,  that  he  was  equally  igno- 
f  L  rani 
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rant  of  the  wants,  the  diforder, 
and  the  cure.  Could  the  mod 
inveterate  enemv,  laid  they,  have 
urged  a  better  or  ftronger  reafon 
lor  the  difmiflion  of  a  ininiiter, 
than  was  included  in  that  confef- 
iion  ?  Could  any  other  evidence 
be  fo  unexceptionable,  or  elta- 
blilh  fo  full  a  conviction  ?  Or, 
after  luch  a  confeffion,  was  it 
polfible  for  that  hpufc  to  hefitate 
a  moment  in  voting  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  fuch  a  miniiler  ? 

After  very  long  debates,  in 
which  an  infinite  quantity  and 
variety  of  public  matter  was  can- 
vaifed,  the  queltion  being  put, 
at  a  late  hour,  the  propofed  a- 
mendment  was  rejected  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  majority  of  233, 
to  134. 

Tlie  addrefs  was  moved  for  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  by  the  Earl 
of  Chelterfield,  and  feconded  by 
Lord  Grantham,  late  ambaffador 
at  the  court  of  Madrid.  The 
amendment  was  moved  for,  and 
fupoorted  with  great  ability,  by 
the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  ; 
who,  in  a  long  fpeech,  took  a 
comprehenlive  view  of  the  gene¬ 
ral  policy  of  the  prefent  reign,  as 
well  as  of  the  particular  circum- 
ftances  and  public  tranfa&ions  of 
the  current  year.  The  debate 
was  fupported,  on  that  fide,  by 
the  Dukes  of  Richmond  and 
Grafton,  the  Earls  of  Shelburne, 
Coventry,  and  Effingham,  with 
the  Lords  Camden,,  and  Lyttel¬ 
ton.  0 1  the  other  fide,  the  two 
great  law  lords  in  office,  the  two 
new  fecretaries  of  Hates,  the  no’oie 
earl  juft  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
board  of  trade,  and  the  marine 
miailter,  bore  the  weight  of  the 
eontelt. 

It  will  he  eafily  feen  from  a 


view  of  the  antagonists,  that  no 
advantage  could  be  gained  on  ei¬ 
ther  fide,  from  any  defeat  of  ad¬ 
drefs  or  ability  on  the  oppofite* 
The  debates  were  accordingly  ex¬ 
ceedingly  ^Jnterelting,  embraced 
a  variety  of  fubjeCts  of  the  great- 
ell  importance,  and  were  carried 
on,  without  languor,  through  3 
length  of  time  very  unufual  in 
that  houfe.  Among  other  mat¬ 
ters,  the  affairs  of  Ireland  were 
much  agitated ;  and  much  un¬ 
qualified  cenfure  pall  upon  that 
criminal  negleCt,  as  it  was  called, 
to  which  their  prefent  dangerous 
fituation  was  attributed.  But  no 
part  of  our  recent  public  conduit, 
underwent  ai  more  critical  invef- 
tigation,  or  was  more  fever  ely 
condemned,  than  what  related  to 
the  difpofition  and  government  of 
the  army  within  the  kingdom, 
and  to  the  means  of  defence  a- 
dopted,  or  fuppofed  to  be  neg¬ 
lected,  during  the  fummer.  On 
this  ground,  the  charges  were  fo 
numerous,  fo  direCtly  applied, 
and  fupported  with  fuch  ability 
and  knowledge  of  the  fubjeCt, 
particularly  by  the  Duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  that  the  noble  lord  at  the 
head  of  that  department,  not- 
withltanding  his  habitual  coolnefs 
and  command  of  temper,  could 
not  but  feel  fome  embarrafsment ; 
and  indeed  it  would  have  requir¬ 
ed  fuch  habits  of  argument,  and 
fuch  a  portion  of  eloquence,  as 
are  not  often  acquired  by,  nor 
frequently  the  lot  of  military 
men,  to  have  fuccefsfully  refilled 
their  effeCl,  and  entirely  effaced 
the  impreffion  which  they  made. 

As  the  charge  of  an  undue 
fyflem  of  government,  and  the 
Itriffures  u  >on  the  general  policy 
of  the  prefent  reign,  were  prin- 

cipally 
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ti pally  made  in  that  houfe,  the 
matters  a  riling  from  thole  fub- 
jefls,  were,  of  courie,  more  par¬ 
ticularly  canvaffed  there ;  and 
brought  out.  much  feverity  and 
bitterneis  of  reply.  The  lords  m 
adminiftration,  beiides  an  abfo- 
lute  contradidion  or  denial  of 
every  thing  advanced  on  that 
ground,  expreffed  the  utmoft  a f- 
tonifhment,  at  the  new  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  language  now  held. 
They  faid,  that  the  propofed 
amendment,  along  with  the  com¬ 
ments  and  explanations  by  which 
it  was  attended,  were  replete  with 
inventive,  and  in  reality  a  kind 
of  libel  upon  government,.  That 
nothing  could  be  more  fallacious 
or  invidious,  than  the  contrail 
drawn,  and  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  applied,  between  the  de¬ 
gree  of  power,  profperity,  and 
pre-eminence,  attributed  to  the 
nation  at  the  time  of  his  majef- 
ty's  acceftlon,  and  the  misfortune 
or  danger  of  the  prefent  period. 

It  mult  indeed,  they  faid,  be 
acknowledged,  however  it  might 
be  regretted,  that  too  many  of 
the  unfortunate  fatfts  hated  on  the 
other  fide,  were  too  well  efta- 
blifhed  to  be  controverted  ;  but 
the  deduction  drawn  from  thefe 
premifes,  that  our  public  .misfor¬ 
tunes  were  imputable  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  minifters,  did  not  by  any 
means  follow.  It  would  have 
been  more  ingenuous  to  have  at¬ 
tributed  thefe  misfortunes,  in  a 
very  great  degree,  to  our  internal 
divifons,  and  to  that  incautious 
and  violent  language,  which  was 
too  frequently  held  in  parliament. 
But  if  they  were  imputable  to 
the  prefent  adminiftration.  they 
were  equally  fo  to  every  other 
during  the  prefent  reign.  Dead 
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'  and  living  minifters,  thofe  now 
in  oppofttion,  a 2  well  as  thofe  in 
ofHce,  mull  all  bear  an  equal 
fha're  of  the  blame.  There  was 
fcarcely  a  lord,  on  the  fame  fide 
with  the  noble  marquis  who  mov¬ 
ed  the  amendment,  who  had  not 
been  a  member  of  one  adminiftra- 
tion  or  other  within  that  period. 
They  had  ail  a  fhare  in  thole 
public  meafures,  and  in  the  Cup- 
port  of  that  /yftem,  as  it  is  aft e ti¬ 
ed  to  be  balled,  which  they  now 
fo  bitterly  inveigh  againft.  Even 
the  forbidden  ground  of  America, 
which  is  execrated  as  the  fource 
of  all  our  evils  and  calamities, 
has  been  indifferently  trddden  by 
every  adminiftration  ftnee  the 

it 

year  1763, 

The  prefent  minifters  had  nei¬ 
ther  palled  or  repealed  the  flump 
abb  They  had  not  laid  on  thofe 
American  duties-,  by  which  the 
feeds  of  the  prefent  rebellion  were 
fir  ft  fowed.  And,  whatever  the 
meafures  were,  good  or  bad,  wife 
or  unwife,  which  they  purified, 
they  only  followed  up  the  line, 
which  had  already  been  chalked 
out  for  them  by  their  predecef- 
fors.  Why  then,  this  fudden  and 
violent  cry,  “  of  new  counfels 
and  new  counfellors  ?”  Or  what 
was  meant  by  new  counfels?  It 
was  evident  from  the  fpeech  be¬ 
fore  them,  that  the  ohj ect  of  the 
prefent  1  yftem  of  government,  was 
to  purfue  the  war  with  vigour  and 
effect  :  would  the  noble  marquis 
and  his  friends  have  that  fyftem 
changed?  Did  they  with  to  have 
it  carried  on  with  the  reverie  of 
vigour  ?  Would  they  recommend 
to  have  it  followed  with  weaknefs, 
and  conduced  without  Spirit  ? 
If  not,  what  was  the  intent  or 
purpofe  of  new  counfels  ? 
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To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that 
fuppofing  the  fadts  to  be  fairly 
ffated,  (which  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  in  any  degree  the  cafe)  it 
was  a  new  and  extraordinary  inode 
of  defence,  to  bring  the  errors, 
vices,  or  crimes  of  former  mini¬ 
sters,  whether  dead  or  living,  in 
exculpation  of  the  erroneous  con¬ 
duct,  and  deitrudtive  meafures  of 
the  prefent.  It  mult  afford  much 
fatisfaction  to  the  public,  and  be 
a  matter  of  great  comfort  in  their 
prefent  diftreffes,  to  be  inform¬ 
ed,  that  their  miniiters  had  only 
obfiinately  perfevered,  in  defpite 
of  reafon,  warning,  and  ex¬ 
perience,  in  .  following  up,  to 
the  final  extremity  of  ruin,  to 
foreign  and  domeltic  war,  and 
to  the  dilTevering  of  the  empire, 
certain  meafures  of  abiurdity  and 
evil,  which  had  been  either 
dreamed  of  in  theory,  or  attempt¬ 
ed  in  practice,  by  fome  of  their 
predeceffors.  It  was,  indeed,  ra¬ 
ther  unlucky,  that  it  was  only  in 
fuch  inftances,  that  they  ever  at¬ 
tempted  to  profit  by  example. 
Upon  other  occafions,  the  maxims 
and  conduct  of  their  predeceffors 
went  for  nothing.  When  it  fuit- 
ed  their  own  views,  or  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  arbitrary  fyftem  un¬ 
der  which  they  adled,  they  not 
only  readily  over-kepped  all  an- 
tient  ahd  eftablifhed  rules  of  go¬ 
vernment,  but  they  could,  with 
as  much  eafe,  make  long  Strides 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  itfelf.  But  they  wholly  de¬ 
nied  the  Univerfality  of  the  charge 
on  all  the  miniiters  of  this  reign. 
Some  of  them  hid  no  fhare  in 
thofe  meafures,  except  in  cor¬ 
recting  the  ill  confequences  of 
them  ;  and  none  but  the  prefent 


minifters  perfevered  in  diredt  op¬ 
position  to  all  experience. 

The  late  refignations  and  ap¬ 
pointments  afforded  an  opportunity 
to  the  oppofition  for  much  animad- 
verfion  and  fome  fatire.  They 
attributed  the  refignation  of  the 
lord  prelident  of  the  council,  to 
his  difdain  of  continuing  any 
longer  in  office  with  men,  who 
he  found  totally  incapable  of  con¬ 
ducting  the  public  bufinefs,  and 
of  aCting  up  to  any  fixed  rule  or 
principle  of  conduCt.  The  re¬ 
cent  bringing  in  of  a  noble  lord, 
to  a  fhort  epiftle  of  whofe  writing 
when  formerly  in  office,  they  di» 
reCtly  charged  the  lofs  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  was  feverely  cenfured  in 
both  houfes,  as  a  meafure  which 
tended  to  tender  all  reconcilia¬ 
tion  with  the  colonies  Hill  more 
defperate. 

B-at  The  fpirit  of  that  fyltem, 
they  faid,  which  had  fo  long  go» 
verned,  and  fo  long  difgraced  our 
public  counfels,  was  peculiarly 
operative  in  the  » bufinefs  of  ap¬ 
pointments.  Wrhen  the  meafures, 
which  eventually  led  to  the  lofs 
of  America,  were  full  planned 
under  that  fatal  fyftem,  it  had 
been  thought  proper  to  create  a 
new  office,  under  the  title  of  fe~ 
cretary  of  ftate  for  the  colonies, 
in  order  to  give  a  fuppofed  de¬ 
gree  of  weight,  and  the  greater 
eclat,  to  the  intended  proceed¬ 
ings.  And  now,  in  the  fulnefs 
of  the  fame  fpirit,  and  according 
to  the  true  wifdom  of  that  fyffem, 
when  we  have  no  colonies  to  take 
care  of,  and  that  America  no 
longer  forms  a  part  of  the  Britifh 
empire,  it  is  thought  neceffary  to 
create  or  renew  another  high  and 
expen  five  office,  by  adding,  to 

[P]4 


$6]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780 


the  fecretary  of  (late  for  that  de¬ 
partment,  a  firil  lord  of  trade  and 
plantations. 

The  defeflion  of  a  young;  no- 
bleman,  who  then  podeiTed,  and 
had  for  forne  years  held,  a  fme- 
cure  ofhce  of  confiderable  emolu¬ 
ment  and  diftindtion,  and  who 
had  conftan.tly  been  one  of  the 
warmeft  and  molt  able  advocates 
of  adminiilration  in  that  houfe, 
was  not  more  a  matter  of  obfer- 
vation  or  iurprize,  than  the  ex¬ 
ceeding  fever ity  of  cenfure,  and 
bitter  nefs  of  language,  which 
marked  his  expofure  and  condem¬ 
nation  of  their  conduct  and  mea- 
fures.  Such  a  deiertion,  at  Inch 
a  period,  and  fo  untoward  a  di¬ 
rection  of  abilities,  of  no  ordi¬ 
nary  form,  might  well  have  been 
considered  as  ominous  to  admi- 
niilratio  1,  if  the  hidden  death 
of  this  nobleman,  which  happen¬ 
ed  almoit  immediately  after,  had 
mot  put  an  end  to  all  expectation 
and  appreheniion  in  that  refpeft. 

The  quehion  being  at  length 
put,  at  half  after  one  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  the  amendment  was 
rejected,  upon  a  divifion,  by  a 
majority  of  juft  two  to  one  ;  the 
numbers  being  82  to  41.  The 
addrefs  was  then  carried  without 
a  divlhon. 

The  debate  of  this  day  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  was  diffiri- 
guifhed  by  a  circumitance,  at  that 
time,  rather  uaufual  in  parlia¬ 


ment.  The  reprefentation  of 
fomething  in  the  news  papers, 
which  had  fallen  from  Mr. 
Charles  Fox  in  his  fpveeh,  and 
which  was  palled  over  at  the  time 
without  any  particular  notice,  af¬ 
fording  dome  diffati  fadtion  to  Mr. 
Adam,  another  member,  he 
thought  it  neceffary  to  require  of 
the  former  gentleman*,  a  pub  ic 
difavowal  and  contradiction  of  it, 
through  the  fame  vehicles  of  in¬ 
telligence  in  which  it  had  ap¬ 
peared.  This  requifition  or  de¬ 
mand,  being  deemed  highly  im¬ 
proper  by  Mr.  Fox,  he  abfolutely 
refufed  a  concehion,  which  he 
thought  it  would  be  inconfiitent 
with  his  character  to  make.  The 
confequence  was,  a  meffage  from 
Mr.  Adam,  and  a  duel  with  pif- 
tob  in  FJyde  park,  in  which 
Mr.  Fox  was  wounded.  The 
novelty  of  the  affair  would,  in 
any  cafe,  have  excited  much  cu- 
riofity ;  and  this  was  not  only 
greatly  increafed,  but  Mended 
with  lcarcely  a  leis  degree  of  anx¬ 
iety,  through  the  intereft  which 
the  public  took  in  the  life  of  that 
gentleman.  At  the  fame  time, 
that  the  affair  being  generally  at¬ 
tributed,  rather  to  the  animofity 
or  views  of  party,  than  to  the 
oftenfible  motives,  fo  it  contri¬ 
buted,  not  a  little,  to  fpread  and 
inflame  that  fpirit  without  doors, 
from  which  it  was  fuppofed  to 
have  originated  within.  # 


*  For  the  particulars  of  this  duel,  fee  the  chronicle  part  of  our  left  volume^ 
fage  235, 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Vote  of  cenfure  againft  minifters ,  relative  to  their  conduCt  <u)ith  refpeCl  to 
Ireland ,  moved  by  the  Earl  of  Shelburne .  Debates  on  the  queftion „ 
Part  taken  by  the  late  lord  prfident  of  the  council.  Motion  rejected 
upon  a  divi/ion.  Similar  motion  in  the  Houfe  ojc  Commons  by  the  Earl 
of  Upper  OJfory.  Defence  of  o.dminft  ration.  Animadverficn.  Mo¬ 

tion  rejected  upon  a  divifion .  Motion  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  for  a?i 
(economical  reform  of  the  civil  lift  eflabhjhment .  Motion ,  after  con - 
Jiderable  debates ,  rejected  upon  a  divifion.  Minfter  opens  his  propoji- 
tionsy  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  aft  or  ding  relief  to  Ireland.  Agreed 
to  vuithout  oppofition.  Vivo  bills  accordingly  brought  in,  and  paffed 
before  the  recefs.  "Third  bill  to  lie  open  iill  after  the  holidays.  Earl 

of  Shelburne' s  motion  relative  to  the  ext  r  dor  di  navies  of  the  army  ;  and 

introductory  to  a  farther  reform  in  the  public  expenditure.  Motion  re¬ 
jected  on  a  divfion.  Notice  given  of  a  JecOnd  intended  motion ,  and  the 
lords  fummoned  for  the  S>th  of  February.  Letters  of  thanks  from  thtt 
city  of  London  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne 9 

for  their  attempts  to  introduce  a  reform  in  the  public  expenditure  ;  and 

ftmilar  letters  fent  to  his  royal  highnejs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  and  to 
all  the  other  lords  who  fupported  the  two  late  motions.  Mr.  Burke 
gives  notice  of  his  plan  of  public  reform  and  o economy ,  which  he  propofee 
bringing  forward  after  the  recej's . 

AS  the  affairs  of  Ireland  held  a 
principal  place  in  point  of 
importance,  fo  they  took  the  lead 
in  the  bufinefs  of  the  prefent  fef- 
-pw  fion.  The  fubjeCt  was 

1  ‘  fir  ft  brought  forward  in 
the  Home  of  Lords,  where  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne  prefaced  an  in¬ 
tended  and  avowed  vote  of  cen¬ 
fure  on  minifters,  by  {hewing 
from  the  journals,  that  their  ad- 
drefs,  which  had  been  moved  for 
by  a  noble  marquis,  and  unani- 
moufly  paffed  on  the  i  ith  of  May 
laft,  had  ftrongly  recommended 
to  his  majefty’s  moft  ferious  con- 
fideration,  the  diftreffed  and  im¬ 
poverished  ftate  of  that  loyal  and 
well-deferving  peopie  ;  at  the 
fame  time  requiring,  that  fuel 
document-,  relative  to  the  trade 
and  manufactures  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland  might  be  laid  be¬ 
wail  ted. 


fore  them,  as  would  enable  the 
national  wifdom  to  purfue  effec- 
tual  meafures  for  tne  common  in- 
tereft  of  bpth  kingdoms ;  and 
like  wife,  that  the  anfwer,  re¬ 
turned  from  the  throne  on  the 
following  day,  was  entirely  con- 
fonant  to  the  ideas  and  requifition, 
held  out  in  the  add  refs. 

He  then  referred  to  the  addrefs 
which  he  had  hirnfelf  moved  for, 
and  which  had  been  reje&ed  by 
a  great  majority  on  the  fecond  of 
the  followii  g  June,  which  re¬ 
flated  the  neceftity  of  giving 
lpeedy  and  etfeclual  relief  to  Ire¬ 
land,  arid  offered  the  full  co¬ 
operation  of  that  hou  e  for  the 
purpoie  ;  at  the  fame  time  recom¬ 
mending,  that  if  the  royal  prero¬ 
gative,  as  veiled  in  the  throne  by 
the  conftitution,  was  not  adequate 
to  the  adminiftering  of  the  relief 
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wanted,  that  his  majefty  would 
be  pleafed  to  continue  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  this  kingdom  fitting,  and 
give  orders  forthwith,  for  calling 
the  parliament  of  Ireland,  in  or¬ 
der  that  their  juft  complaints 
might  be  fully  confidered,  and 
remedied  without  delay. 

He  observed,  with  refpefl  to 
the  firft-mehtdoned  , addrefs,  that 
it  contained,  in  its  original  fate, 
as  framed  by  the  noble  marquis, 
an  implied  and  juft  cenfure  on 
minifters,  for  their  fo  long  and  fo 
Shamefully  negjecling  the  imme¬ 
diate  concerns  of  our  filter  ifland, 
and  in  fo  doing,  endangering  the 
union,  and  facrificing  the  prospe¬ 
rity  of  both  kingdoms.  That 
the  noble  earl,  then  at  the  head 
of  his  majefty’s  counfehs,  propos¬ 
ed  an  amendment,  by  which  the 
Cenfure  was  omitted,  and  the  ad- 
drefs  reduced  to  its  prefent  form. 
That,  although  the  amendment  did 
not  meet  the  ideas  of  many  lords  on 
that  fide  of  the  houfe,  any  more  than 
his  own,  yet  they  agreed  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  it,  left  their  rigid  adhe¬ 
rence'  to  the  original  terms  of  the 
addrefs,  fhould  produce  the  abfo- 
lute  rejection  of  the  whole.  They 
beheld  a  people  already  driven  to 
the  verge  of  d-efpair,  and  they 
could  not  look  forward,  without 
the  greateft  apprehenlion,  to  the 
fatal  confequences  which  were  to 
be  expected,  from  the  reiebtion, 
by  a  majority  in  that  houfe,  of 
any  propofal,  which  at  fo  criti¬ 
cal  a  period,  carried  even  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  being  in  their  favour. 

That  the  noble  framer  of  the 
addrefs,  with  feveral  other  lords 
on  that  fide,  in  contenting  to  the 
modification,  which  extracted  the 
fting  again  ft  minifters,  did  it  ex- 
prefsiy  on  the  condition,  that  its 
great  objeft,  the  obtaining  of  ef¬ 


fectual  and  immediate  relief  for 
Ireland,  was  to  be  fixed  and  in¬ 
violable.  He  then  obferved,  that 
a  fimilar  addrefs  had  on  the  fame 
day  been  paffed  by  tire  Houfe  of 
Commons ;  to  that  thefe  two  ad- 
dreffes,  with  the  anfwers  from  the 
throne  to  both,  held  out  the  full 
concurrence  of  every  part  of  the 
legiflature  in  granting  the  propofo 
ed  relief. 

Thus,  he  faid,  a  new  aera  was, 
commenced  in  the  affairs  of  Ire  - 
land.  This  furnilhed  a  ground 
of  hope,  and  even  of  certainty  to 
that  kingdom.  But  what  muft  her 
indignation  and  reientment  be, 
when  fhe  difcovered  that  her  hopes 
were  totally  unfounded  ;  and  that 
no  reliance  could  be  placed  on 
any  famftion,  however  folcmn  or 
facred,  held  out  by  the  Rritifh 
legiflature  ?  Three  weeks  had 
elapfed,  without  a  (ingle  ftep  be¬ 
ing  taken,  or  a  fingle  ineafure 
adopted,  which  could  tend  to  the 
proposed  bufinefs.  That,  in  or- 
-der,  if  poffible,  to  prevent  the 
fatal  and  inevitable  effects  of  Inch 
a  conduct,  he  had  himfelf,  on  the 
2d  of  June,  moved  for  that  fe- 
corid  addrefs  which  had  been  juft 
read.  The  minifters  fet  their 
faces  directly  againft  the  remedy, 
whith  their  own  faults  had  ren¬ 
dered  neceftary.  The  latenefs  of 
that  fenfon ,  the  wafte  of  which 
conftituted  no  imall  part  of  their 
crime,  was  the  oftenfible  argu¬ 
ment  which  unhappily  prevailed 
in  that  houfe  to  the  rejection  of 
his  motion  ;  and  thus  the  fate  of 
Ireland  was,  by  a  Britifh  miniftry 
and  parliament,  committed  to 
fortune,  chance,  or  accident. 

The  fituation  and  circnmftances 
of  that  country  were  at  the  -time 
fmgular.  She  had  loug  maintain¬ 
ed,  for  internal  defence  and  fe- 

cuiftty* 
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Cuiity,  a  great  military  force,  at 
an  expence  which  exceeded  her 
ability.  Of  this,  contrary  to 
royai  faith  and  compact,  {he  had 
been  Gripped,  for  the  fupport  of 
the  American  war  ;  a  context  in 
which  fhe  had  no  other  national,, 
concern,  than  a  well  founded  caufe 
of  apprehenlion,  that  the  princi¬ 
ple  from  which  it  had  generated, 
would,  in  the  next  inllance,  be 
applied  to  the  lub verfion  of  her 
own  conilitution.  Struggling,  as 
{he  had  been  before,  under  lonp- 
continued  oppreffion,  this  addi¬ 
tional  misfortune  was  decihve.  For 
to  crown  the  climax,  in  this  {late 
of  weaknefs,  fhe  was  known  to  be 
the  marked  objeCt  of  hoftile  in- 
vafion  from  our  powerful  and  in¬ 
veterate  enemies. 

Still,  however,  {he  thought  that 
the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  a  Bri- 
tiln  parliament  would  afford  full 
redrefs  to  her  domeftic  evils  ;  and 
that  deprived  as  {he  was  of  her 
internal  itrength,  in  the  fupport 
of  our  quarrel,  the  power  of  this 
country  would  be  her  fure  protec¬ 
tion  againft  the  aeligns  of  the  ene¬ 
my.  But  the  time  was  now  ar¬ 
rived,  which  was  to  {hew  her 
hopes  to  be  equally  delufive  in 
both  refpeCls.  After  appearances, 
which  leemed  only  intended  as  a 
mockery  of  her  diftrefs,  every  pro- 
fpeCt  of  relief  was  finally  clofed 
by  the  rifing  of  the  Britifh  parlia¬ 
ment.  On  the  other  hand,  as  to 
the  point  of  defence,  the  mini- 
iters  told  them  plainly  they  mult 
take  care  of  themfelves  ;  they 
would  fpare  them  fome  arms  ;  but 
as  to  protection,  they  acknowledg¬ 
ed  openly,  and  pleaded,  inability. 

Thus  expofed,  defencelefs,  arid 
abandoned,  Ireland  was  reduced  to 
fche  fimple  alternative,  of  either 
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perilling,  or  of  finding  the  means 
of  preiervation  within  lierfelf. 
Through  the  public  fpirit,  and 
gallantry  of  her  ions,  fire  was  hap¬ 
pily  faved.  With  a  peculiar  mag¬ 
nanimity,  the  molt  divided  people 
in  the  univerfe  inftantly  forgot 
all  their  differences,  and  united 
as  one  man  to  ward  off  the  im¬ 
pending  deitruCtion  of  their  coun¬ 
try.  The  miracle  in  this  in- 
Itance,  could  only  be  equalled  by 
that  which  minilters  had  already 
produced,  in  the  union  of  the 
thirteen  American  colonies.  Above 
forty  thou  land  men  were  already 
arrayed,  officered,  and  formed 
into  regular  bodies.  This,  al¬ 
ready  formidable,  and  daily  in- 
creating  force,  was  not  compofed 
of  mercenaries  who  had.no  intereft 
in  the  caufe  for  which  they  arm¬ 
ed  ;  it  was  compofed  of  the  no¬ 
bility,  gentry,  merchants,  refpeCt- 
able  citizens,  and  fubftantial  far¬ 
mers  ;  men  who  had  each  a  {take 
to  lofe  ;  and  who  were  willing 
and  able  to  devote  their  time,  and 
a  part  of  their  property,  to  the 
defence  of  the  whole. 

By  this  union  and  exertion  of 
native  Itrength  and  fpirit,  all  ideas 
of  invafion  were  effectually  erafed 
from  the  defigns  of  the  enemy. 
But  the  Irifh  became  fenfible  at 
the  fame  time,  of  the  refpeCt  due 
to  that  internal  force,  which,  un¬ 
til  it  was  called  forth  through  the 
weaknefs  of  government,  they 
were  unconfcious  of poffeffing.  The 
means  were  in  their  hands ;  and 
they  feized  the  occafion  with  that 
fpirit  and  wifdom,  which  {hewed 
they  were  worthy  of  whatever  ad¬ 
vantages  it  was  capable  of  afford¬ 
ing. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  Ireland 
only  aCted  the  part,  which  every 

thinking 
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thinking  man  mult  have  forefeen. 
The  government  had  been  abdi¬ 
cated,  and  the  people  relumed  the 
powers  veiled  in  it ;  a  meafure  in 
which  they  were  juftified,  by 
every  principle  of  the  confuta¬ 
tion,’  and  every  motive  of;  felf-pre- 
fiervation.  Bat  being  now  in  full 
pofteftion,  they  wifely  and  firmly 
determined,  that  in  again  dele¬ 
gating  this  inherent  power,  they 
would  have  it  fo  regulated,  and 
placed  upon  fo  found  and  liberal 
a  bails,  as  would  effectually  pre¬ 
vent  a  repetition  of  thofe  oppref- 
jions  which  they  had  fo  long  ex¬ 
perienced. 

Their  parliament,  ufually.at  the 
devotion  of  the  court,  found  itfelf, 
for  once,  obliged  to  conform  to  the 
oniverfal  ientiments  of  the  peo¬ 
ple*  The  late  addrefs  to  the 
throne  from  both  Houfes  of  the 
IriHi  parliament  declares,  that  no¬ 
thing  lefs  than  a  free  trade  could 
fave  that  country  from  certain 
ruin.  This  was  the  united  voice 
of  that  kingdom,  and  conveyed 
through  its  proper  conflitutional 
organs  ;  there  was  but  one  dif- 
fenting  voice  in  both  Houfes. 
All  orders  and  degrees  of  men* 
church  of  England  Proteftants, 
amd  Roman  Catholics  ;  Diftenters, 
and  fedaries  of  all  denomina¬ 
tions;  Whigs  and  Tories;  place¬ 
men,  pen.fmners,  and  country 
gentlemen  ;  Englifhmen  by  birth, 
all  join  in  one  voice,  and  concur 
in  one  opinion,  for  a  free  trade. 
But  hovever  guarded  and  tem¬ 
perate  the  language  held  by  the 
Irilh  parliament  upon  that  fub- 
jed  may  be  in  their  addrefs,  the 
public  at  large,  in  that  country, 
were  by  no  means  difpofed  to  con- 
fider  the  freedom  of  trade  as  a 
matter  of  favour  or  aftedion ;  on 


the  contrary,  their  eyes  were 
now  opened  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  they  viewed  it  as  a  natural, 
inherent,  inalienable  right ;  and 
as  it  is  natural  to  men  to  By  from 
any  extreme  to  its  oppofite,  they 
do  not  by  any  means  Bop  there  ; 
they  not  only  call  in  queftion,  but 
they  abfoluteiy  deny,  the  right  of 
the  Britifn  parliament  to  bind 
that  country  in  any  cafe  what*, 
ever  ;  and  upon  that  principle, 
have  adually  freighted  a  veffel 
with  woollen  goods  for  a  foreign 
market,  in  order,  that  upon  the 
ftoppage,  or  refufal  of  clearance 
by  the  cuftom-houfe,  the  queftion 
might  be  brought  to  an  iiTue  in  the 
common  courts  of  law. 

It  was  obvious,  that  at  the  time 
the  noble  marquis  moved  the  firft 
addrefs,  very  moderate  conceffions 
would  have  afforded  a  full  grati¬ 
fication  to  Ireland  ;  that  Ihe  would 
have  thankfully  received  them, 
both  as  a  proof  of  prefent  affec¬ 
tion,  and  as  an  earned  of  further 
favour,  when  a  more  aufpicious 
feafon  Ihould  prefent  a  happier  op¬ 
portunity  ;  and  all  who  know  the 
charader  of  that  country  would 
acknowledge,  that  with  fuch  a 
proof  of  our  kindnefs  and.  good 
difpofition,  Ihe  would  have  dif- 
dained  to  prefs  us,  during  the 
time  of  our  troubles  and  difficul¬ 
ties,  for  any  thing  more,  than 
what  her  own  neceffities  rendered 
inciifpenfibly  and  immediately  ne- 
ceflary. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  equal¬ 
ly  evident  that  through  the  ob- 
ftinacy  of  minifters,  no  lefs  than 
their  incapacity,  and  the  con¬ 
tempt  with  which  they  rejeded 
the  advice  of  parliament,  the 
happy  feafon  of  conciliation  and 
gratitude  was  now  irrecoverably 

loll ; 
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ioft ;  that  whatever  this  country 
now  granted,  (and  much  ic  mull 
grant)  wouid  be  coniidered  as  a 
right,  and  not  as  a  favour  ;  and 
that  it  became  difficult  to  fay,  as 
it  was  alarming;  to  coniider,  what 
might  yet  afford  contentment  to 
that  kingdom.  That,  to  fum  up 
the  whole,  miniders  had  firft  fa- 
crificed  the  dignity,  and  hazard¬ 
ed  the  dominion  of  the  crown,  by 
refigning  the  fword,  and  relin¬ 
quishing  the  government  of  that 
kingdom  ;  and  that  now,  they 
have  reduced  parliament  to  the 
melancholy  dilemma,  either  of 
fubmitting  to  whatever  terms  Ire¬ 
land  might  chufe  to  dictate,  or  to 
the  lofs  of  that  country,  as  well 
as  of  America. 

He  then  moved  a  refolution  to 
the  following  purport — That  it 
is  highly  criminal  in  his  majedy’s 
miaiilers  to  have  negletled  taking 
effectual  meafures  for  the  relief  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  addrefs  of  this 
Houle  of  the  nth  of  May,  and  of 
his  majedy’s  mod:  gracious  an- 
fwer  ;  and  to  have  fuffered  the  dif- 
conteats  of  that  country  to  rife  to 
fuch  a  height  as  evidently  to  en¬ 
danger  the  conftitutional  connec¬ 
tion  between  the  two  -kinp-doms, 
and  to  create  new  embarraisments 
to  the  public  counlels  through  di- 
vi lion  and  diffidence,  in  a  moment 
when  real  unanimity,  grounded 
£pon  mutual  confidence  and  affec¬ 
tion,  is  confeffedly  effeutial  to  the 
prefervation  of  what  is  left  of  the 
Britifh  empire. 

The  want  of  proof  to  fubftan- 
tiate  the  charges  on  which  the 
conjure  included  in  the  refolution 
was  fjppofed  to ,  be  founded,  was 
‘the  drong  ground  of  cbjeftion  to 
the  motion  taken  on  the  other 


fide.  They  faid  that  the  cenfure 
went  indilcriminately  to  all  his 
majedy’s  miniders ;  that  it  took 
in  the  dead,  as  well  as  the  living  ; 
thofe  who  had  retired  from  public 
bufinefs,  as  well  as  thofe  who  had 
not  been  a  week  in  office.  That 
it  would  be  an  aft  of  the  highed 
injudice,  in  any  cafe,  to  pafs  fuch 
a  cenfure,  without  the  mod  di- 
reft  and  pofitive  evidence.  That 
in  the  prefent  indance,  there  was 
not  only  a  total  defeft  of  evidence, 
but  the  motion  went  to  the  con¬ 
demnation  of  perfons  who  could 
not  poffibly  be  culpable. 

in  fa6t,  what  did  the  charge, 
taken  in  its  utmod  latitude,  amount 
to?  To  no  more  than  this,  that 
parliament  had  defired  miniders 
to  do  fomething,  which  fome  of 
their  lorddiips  were  of  opinion 
they  had  not  done.  In  that  cafe, 
two  quedions  arofe  which  mud  be 
neceffarily  difeuffed,  before  any 
determination  could  be  had.  Fird, 
whether  miniders  had  not  execut¬ 
ed  what  they  had  been  defired? 
Or,  if  they  had  not,  whether 
they  were  blamer.ble  ?  There  was 
not  the  fmalled  proof  before 
them,  that  they  had  not  fully 
complied  with  the  intentions  of 
parliament ;  or  if  it  were  granted 
that  they  had  not,  there  w’as  no¬ 
thing  to  (hew  that  they  could  have 
been  complied  with.  Both  mult 
however  be  proved,  before  the 
Houfe  could,  with  any  colour  of 
reafon  on  judice,  proceed  to  a 
vote  on  either  fide  of  the  quef- 
tion. 

The  papers  on  the  tables  of 
both  Houles,  they  faid,  would 
fully  ffiew,  that  miniders  had  done 
every  thing  that  lay  with  then;; 
and  that  indead  of  being  blapie- 
able,  they  were  highly  praife- 

\vorthy. 
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worthy,  for  the  diligence  which 
they  ufed,  in  procuring  every 
kind  of  podible  information  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland  for 
the  confideration  of  parliament. 
So  far  they  went,  and  farther  they 
could  not,  nor  fhould  not  have 
gone.  The  means  of  affording  re¬ 
lief  to  Ireland  lay  folely  with  the 
legiflature.  It  was  a  bufmefs  of 
too  great  a  magnitude  to  come 
within  the  embrace  of  miniders. 
Nor  was  it  a  matter  to  be  taken 
up  lightly,  nor  carried  through 
in  a  hurry,  even  by  parliament. 
It  included  fo  many  arduous  ques¬ 
tions,  relative  to  the  moil  im¬ 
portant  concerns,  and  commercial 
interefts  of  both  kingdoms,  that 
the  mod  mature  deliberation,  .as 
well  as  the  higheft  wifdorn,  and 
every  degree  of  information  that 
had  been  obtained,  would  be  found 
necelfarv  for  its  final  determina- 
tion. 

But  if  any  thing  more  were 
wanting  to  convince  their  lord- 
ihips  that  the  charge  was  ill  found¬ 
ed,  and  that  the  king’s  confiden¬ 
tial  fervants  had  not,  in  the  terms 
of  the  motion,  been  guilty  of  cri- 
minal  neglect,  a  very  few  days 
would  bring  an  additional  tefti- 
mony  of  the  unwearied  affiduity 
of  miniders  ;  as,  within  that  pe¬ 
riod,  the  noble  minider  in  the 
other  Houfe  would  bring  forward 
ce/tain  propofidons  for  the  relief 
of  Ireland,  being  the  reful  t  of  that 
information,  which,  during  the 
recefs  of  parliament,  they  had 
employed  themfelves  in  obtaining. 
They  concluded,  that  they  mud 
on  every  ground  oppofe  a  motion, 
which,  if  agreed  to,  could  tend 
ojaly  to  create  unneceffary  jea- 
loudes  and  embarrafsments,  at  a 
time  when  all  parties  agreed,  that 
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to  promote  union  was  the  fird  ob¬ 
ject  of  every  man  who  wifhed  well 
to  his  country  ;  and  were  at  the 
fame  time  themfelves  thoroughly 
convinced,  that  both  the  letter 
and  fpirit  of  the  addrefies  of  the 
nth  of  May  had  been  fully  com¬ 
plied  with. 

The  defence  drawn  from  a  de- 
fed!  of  proof,  was  laughed  at  by 
the  oppofition.  The  neglect 
charged  upon  miniders,  they  (aid, 
was  felf-evident.  The  unexampled 
revolution  in  the  affairs,  and  dill 
more  fo  in  the  temper  of  Ire¬ 
land  ;  the  prefent  diforders  reign¬ 
ing  in  that  country,  and  the  ge¬ 
neral  alarm  which  they  have  fpread 
in  this  ;  with  the  new  language 
held  by  the  Irilh  parliament,  and 
that  merely  an  echo  of  the  uni¬ 
versal  voice  of  the  people,  eda- 
bli ill  a  fund  of  evidence  infinitely 
fuperior  to  any,  which  the  forms 
and  circumitances  of  a  court  of 
law  can  either  require  or  com- 
pafs.  The  Marquis  of  Rocking¬ 
ham  undertook  to  fhew,  that  the 
non -importation  agreement  in  Ire¬ 
land  was  far  from  general,  and 
only  entered  into  in  feme  parti¬ 
cular  places,  at  the  time  of  mak¬ 
ing  his  motion  on  the  11th  of 
May.  But  as  foon  as  Ireland  pe~ 
ceived,  that  the  relief  promised 
by  every  part  of  the  legiflature, 
was  witheld  by  miniders,  the 
non-importation  agreement  be¬ 
came  general  ;  and  in  the  fame 
maimer,  the  fpirit  of  military  affo- 
ciation,  which  was  before  directed 
folely  to  defence  againd  a  foreign 
enemy,  affumed  a  new  form  ;  and 
from  thence  looked  forward  to 
compel  that  relief  which  was  de* 
nied  ;  an  idea,  which,  while  good 
will  and  good  intentions  appeared 
on  our  part,  had  never  an  exift- 
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ence  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
Ireland.  He  infilled,  that  if  any 
things  reafonable,  however  mode- 
rate,  had  been  done,  when  he  firlt 
moved  the  bufmefs,  or  if  parlia¬ 
ment  had  been  kept  fitting,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  proportion  of  his 
noble  friend,  of  the  2d  of  June 
lait,  that  neither  the  aifociations, 
nor  the  non-importation  agree¬ 
ments,  would  have  ever  alfumed 
their  prefent  appearance,  nor  ever 
exifled  in  their  prefent  extent. 

He-  then  afked,  whether  their 
lordffiips,  with  fuch  felf-evident 
proofs  before  them,  that  it  was 
perhaps  the  only  meafure  that  could 
extricate  their  country  from  the  pe¬ 
rils  with  which  file  was  on  every 
iide  encompafTed,  could  helitate  a 
moment,  in  palling  the  aweful, 
but  highly  necefiary  cehfure  of 
parliament,  upon  thole  men,  whofe 
negled,  or  complicated  folly  and 
treachery,  had  forced  the  Irifh  in¬ 
to  meafures,  which,  however  ne- 
ceffary  and  well  intended,  moll 
clearly  amounted  to  a  lufpenfion, 
if  not  a  fubverfion,  of  all  the 
powers  of  legal  government;  and 
who  had  thus  involved  tile  affairs 
of  both  countries  in  fuch  difficul¬ 
ties,  as  were  likely,  without  much 
caution  and  judgment  on  both 
Tides,  to  terminate  in  all  the  cala¬ 
mities  and  dangers  of  civil  war? 
He  therefore  exhorted  them  in  the 
moll  urgent  terms  to  agree  to  the 
motion,  as  the  only  method  of  con¬ 
vincing  Ireland,  in  the  firll  in- 
ftance,  of  the  generous  intentions 
of  this  country  towards  her,  and 
that  the  treatment  they  had  expe¬ 
rienced  from  minillers,  by  no  means 
accorded  with  the  real  fenfe  of  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  "but 
was  folely  imputable  to  the  crimi¬ 
nal  condud  of  the  king’s  lervants. 
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It  was  evident  that  the  lords  in 
adminilfration  wiffied  merely  to  get 
rid  of  the  motion,  without  being 
at  all  difpofed  to  enter  deeply  into 
its  fubjed,  or  to  difeufs  the  vari¬ 
ous  queitions  which  arofe  from  it. 
The  debate  on  their  fide  was  more 
dry  than  ufual.  This  was  attri¬ 
buted  to  their  having  no  plan  in 
readinefs.  Their  referve  and  back- 
wardnefs  continued,  notwitlikand- 
ing  the  call  made  upon  them,  thro* 
the  marked  part  taken  by  Earl 
Gower,  late  prefident  of  the  coun¬ 
cil,  which  contained  expreffions 
of  a  nature  unufually  flrong,  and 
infinitely  the  flronger,  as  coming 
from  one  fo  lately  of  their  own  ca¬ 
binet,  and  by  no  means  difpofed 
to  ad  in  oppofition  to  the  court. 
Even  this  did  not  oblige  them  to 
quit  that  defenfive  plan,  in  which 
for  the  prefent  they  entrenched 
themfelves. 

That  noble  earl  faid  that  he 
ffiould  vote  againll  the  motion ; 
although  there  did  not  exift  a  fingle 
doubt  in  his  mind,  that  the  cen- 
fure  it  contained  was  not  well 
founded  ;  and  that  his  motive  for 
acling  fo  diredly  contrary  to  his 
opinion,  was  founded  entirely  upon 
the  great  refped  with  which  he  re¬ 
garded  the  decifions  of  that  houfe. 
The  men  who  were  the  objed  of 
public  cenfure,  had  required  a  few 
days  for  their  exculpation,  and  the 
wifdom  and  dignity  of  parliament 
forbid  their  being  refilled  the  ffiorc 
time  which  they  defired  for  that 
purpofe.  He  was,  for  his  own 
part,  fully  convinced,  tjiat  the 
charge  of  negled  urged  againft 
them,  was  flridly  true,  though 
not  yet  quite  evident.  Things 
were  not  yet  ripe  for  proof,  but 
they  would,  he  ventured  to  fay, 
be  fhortiy  fo.  He  had  the  good 

fortune 


64]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  17S0. 


fortune  to  unite  the  houfe  lad  fef- 
£on,  upon  the  terms  of  the  add  refs 
to  the  throne  ;  and  was  in  hopes, 
that  fome thing  effe&ual  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  Ireland  would  have  arifen 
from  the  unanimous  concurrence  of 
their  lordfhips,  in  the  amendment 
which  he  then  had  the  honour  to 
propofe.  If  nothing  had  fince 
been  done  for  the  relief  of  that 
country,  he  aflured  the  houfe  it 
wa§  not  owing  to  any  fault  of  his  ; 
he  had  done  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  keep  his  word  ;  he  was 
ready  to  acknowledge,  that  he  had 
folemnly  pledge  himfelf  to  their 
lord  (hips ;  he  thought  himfelf  then 
fully  competent  to  the  engage¬ 
ment  ;  but  he  mull  now  in  his  own 
j unification  declare,  that  his  efforts 
had  proved  totally  fruitlefs.  It 
was  not  in  his  power,  nor  in  the 
power  of  any  individual,  to  have 
effected  the  intended  purpofe. 

The  noble  earl  obferved,  that 
he  had  prefided  for  fome  years  at 
the  council-table  ;  and  that  he  had 
feen  fuch  things  pafs  of  late,  that 
no  man  of  honour  or  confcience 
could  any  longer  fit  there.  The 
times  were  Inch  as  called  upon 
every  man  to  (peak  out:  the  fitua- 
tion  of  thefe  two  kingdoms  at  pre- 
fent,  particularly  required  fmcerity 
and  activity  in  council.  He  was 
confident,  that  the  refources  of  this 
country  were  equal  to  the  danger¬ 
ous  confederacy  formed  agaiitft  us  ; 
but  to  profit  by  thofe  refources,  to 
give  fuccefs  to  thofe  abilities,  ener¬ 
gy  and  effect:  mud  be  relloied  to 
'  government. 

Such  charges  or  declarations, 
corning  from  fuch  a  quarter,  and 
fo  authorized,  were  fuiiiciently  a- 
larming  ;  and  It  feemed  not  a  lit- 
tic  lingular,  that  they  did  not  bring 


out  a  fingle  word,  whether  of  ob- 
fervation  or  reply,  on  the  fide  of 
adminiftration. 

A  great  law  lord,  who  has  been 
long  iuppofed  to  be  higher  even  in 
favour  'and  power  than  in  office, 
had,  iri  the  I  aft  debate,  ffrongly 
recommended  a  coalition  and  union 
of  men  and  of  parties,  as  abio- 
lutely  neceflary  to  the  falvation  of 
this  country,  in  its  prefent  peril¬ 
ous  circumftances  ;  and  fupported 
his  opinion,  with  his  ufual  ability., 
by  a  reference  to  the  happy  effects 
which  proceeded  from  former  coa¬ 
litions,  particularly  with  refpedt  to 
the  coming  in  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  late  war.  The 
tenor,  however,  of  the  whole  pre¬ 
fent  debate  was  fuch,  as  ike  wed 
little  difpofition  to  fuch  a  coali¬ 
tion. 

The  quedion  being  put,  the 
motion  was  rejected  on  a  divifion, 
by  a  majority  of  more  than  two  to 
one,  the  numbers  being  82  to  3 7. 

The  minifter  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  was  continually  prefled, 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  on  the 
fame  fubjeft.  He  was  reminded  of 
a  general  observation,  fo  current 
without  doors  as  to  become  aimed 
proverbial,  that  miniftry  were  con- 
fiantly  a  day  too  late  in  all  their 
meafures  ;  that  what  ihould  be 
done  this  day  and  this  year,"  was 
then  fully  practicable,  and  capa¬ 
ble  of  the  greated  benefits,  was 
Confiantiy  deferred  to  the  next  3 
and  then  vainly  and  difgracefully 
attempted,  when  it'  was  become 
utterly  impracticable.  Such,  they 
faid,  had  been  the  conduct  of  go¬ 
vernment,  in  every  one  dep  it  took 
with  regard  to  America  ;  and  as 
America  was  loft  by  this  means,  io 
would  Ireland,  if  fpcedy  and  ef¬ 
fective 
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fective  meafures,  originating  from 
decifive  counfcls,  were  not  imme¬ 
diately  adopted. 

Thus  doubly  preffed  on  the  fub- 
jeCt,  apparently  by  the  demands  of 
oppofition,  and  in  reality  by  the 
fhort  fupply  of  the  parliament  of 
Ireland,  he  gave  notice  on  the 
day  of  that  debate  which  we  have 
juft  ftated,  that  he  would,  in  fome- 
thing  more  than  a  week,  move  for 
a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  to 
enter  upon  that  bufinefs.  He  was 
then  ftrongly  urged  to  give  the 
houfe  fome  information  of  the 
ground  which  he  intended  to  go 
Upon  ;  at  leaft  fome  general  out¬ 
line  or  idea  of  the  plan  which  he 
had  adopted  for  fettling  the  affairs 
cf  Ireland.  He  was  warned,  on 
a  fubjeCt  of  fuch  vaft  importance, 
to  lay  by,  what  they  termed,  all 
wonted  modes  of  concealment  and 
iurprize  ;  not  to  confuler  it  as  a 
party  matter  ;  to  remember,  that 
in  a  bufinefs  of  fuch  magnitude, 
and  including  the  moft  effentia]  in- 
terefts  of  both  kingdoms,  it  was 
neceffary  that  gentlemen  fhould  be 
fully  prepared,  by  the  pofTeftion  of 
every  degree  of  previous  informa¬ 
tion,  to  enter  coolly,  deliberately, 
and  decifively  into  the-  fubjeCl, 
Particularly,  that  the  minifter’s 
plan  or  fyftem  fhould  not  be  dif- 
graced,  by  any  doing,  and  undo¬ 
ing,  holding  out  and  recanting,  or 
appearance  of  trick  and  chicanery, 
in  its  progrefs  through  the  houfe. 
The  minifter  found  the  calls  for  an 
explanation,  which  he  was  not 
prepared  to  give,  fo  urgent,  and 
his  non-compliance  produ<$ive  of 
fo  much  obfervation  and  reflection, 
that  he  was  at  length  under  a  fort 
of  neceflity  of  acknowledging,  that 
the  plan  was  not  as  yet  finally  agreed 
Vol.  XXIXL 


upon,  and  could  not  therefore  be 
communicated. 

In  a  few  days  after,  a  vote  of 
cenfure  upon  the  miniicers  for  their 
conduct  and  ncgleCt  with  refpeCt  to 
the  affairs  of  Ireland,  and  fimilar 
to  that  which  had  been  lately  re¬ 
jected  by  the  lords,  was  moved  in 
the  Houle  of  Commons  Tw  -  , 
by  the  earl  of  Upper  t  • 

Cffory,  and  feconded  by  Lord 
Middleton.  As  the  attacks  on  the 
minifter  were  here  more  immedi¬ 
ately  and  dire&ly  applied  than  in 
the  other  houfe,  fo  his  defence  or 
juftification,  including  of  courfe 
that  of  his  colleagues,  was  more 
fully  entered  into  ;  and  was  in  fact 
very  ably  conducted. 

In  the  firft  place  it  was  contend¬ 
ed,  that  the  diftreffes  and  miferies 
of  Ireland  could  not  with  juftice 
be  attributed  to  the  prefent,  or  to 
any  late  minilters  of  this  country ; 
that  her  grievances  originated  ma¬ 
ny  years  fince  in  the  general  fyftem 
of  our  trade  laws;  that  the  reftric- 
tions  then  laid  on,  arofe  from  a 
narrow,  fhort-fighted  policy  ;  a 
policy,  which  though  conceived  in 
prejudice,  and  founded  on  igno¬ 
rance,  was  fo  llrengthened  by 
time,  and  confirmed  by  the  habits 
of  a  century,  that  it  feemed  at 
length  wrought  into,  and  become 
a  part  of  our  very  conftitution. 
That  the  prejudices  on  that  ground 
were  fo  itrong,  both  within  the 
houfe  and  without,  that  the  at¬ 
tempts  made  in  two  preceding  fef- 
fions,  only  to  obtain  a  moderate 
relaxation  of  the  reftriClions  with 
which  that  country  was  bound, 
met  with  the  moft  determined  op¬ 
pofition  ;  the  few  who  undertook 
that  invidious  tafk,  found  them- 
felves  obliged  to  encounter  preju- 
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dice  without,  petitions  and  coun- 
fel  at  the  bar,  and  to  be  at  length 
overborne  by  numbers  within  the 
houfe.  Tt  was  then  evident,  that 
the  houfe  was  at  thofe  times  averfe 
to  the  affording  of  any  favour  to 
Ireland,  which  could  either  inter¬ 
fere  with  our  trade  laws,  or  aftedi 
certain  branches  of  our  commerce 
or  manufactures ;  nor  did  it  fig- 
nify,  whether  this  temper  proceed¬ 
ed  from  the  common  prejudice,  or 
from  the  attention  which  they  paid 
to  the  defires  and  wifhes  of  their 
con  flit  uents,  the  operation  and  ef- 
fed  in  either  cafe  were  juft  the 
fame  Thus,  he  faid,  minifters 
were 'fully  exculpated  from  two  of 
the  principal  charges  brougnt  <i- 
gainft  them.  It  was  demon ftrable, 
that  they  had  no  fhare  whatever, 
in  drawing  on  the  calamities  of 
Ireland  ;  and  it  was  as  clearly  evi¬ 
dent,  that  it  was  not  in  their  pow¬ 
er  to  have  afforded  that  timely  re- 
drefs  to  her  grievances,  a  fuppofed 
or  imputed  neglect  m  which,  has 
been  made  the  ground  of  lo  much 
itmemousi  but  uiiiounded,  and 
therefore  unjuft  invedive. 

The  two  main  pillars  of  the  mo¬ 
tion,  he  faid,  were,  fir  ft  the  charge 
again  ft  minifters,  of  not  effedively 
following  up  the  addrefs  of  the 
tlth  of" May,  by  continuing  the 
fitting  of  the  Britifh  parliament 
until  red  refs  was  afforded  to  Ire¬ 
land  ;  and  feCondly,  the  charge  of 
negligence  fince  the  prorogation, 
m°their  not  having  framed  a  pro¬ 
per  plan  for  that  purpofe  during 
the  interim,  fo  as  to  be  ready  im¬ 
mediately  to  lay  it  before  parlia¬ 
ment  at  the  meeting.  To  thefe, 
he  faid,  a  number  of  anfwers  were 
at  hand,  a  few  of  which  would  be 
fully  con clu five.  The  Britifh  par¬ 
liament  did  not  rife  until  the  3d  of 


July,  after  a  fitting  of  more  than 
feven  months.  Nobody  can  have 
yet  forgotten  the  alarming  and 
dangerous  ftate  of  public  affairs 
during  the  laft  fummer.  The  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  oppofition  have  already 
taken  care  fufftciently  to  remind 
us,  that  the  enemy  were,  for  a  great 
part  of  the  time,  mailers  of  our 
coafts  and  of  the  channel.  De¬ 
ferents  and  invafion  were  every  day 
expected,  and  long  threatened.  A 
very  great  number  of  the  members 
of  both  houfes  mult  of  neceffity 
have  been  drawn  away  to  join  their 
regiments,  and  to  abt  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  their  country.  Thofe 
even  who  held  no  commands  in  the 
militia  or  army,  would  have  deem¬ 
ed  their  prefence  indifpenfably  ne- 
ceffary,  in  thofe  places  where 
their  fortunes  and  interefts  lay. 
Could  it  then  have  been  confident 
with  propriety,  with  reafon,  or 
with  fafety,  to  have  kept  parlia¬ 
ment  fitting  at  fuch  a  period  ? 

But  if  this  neceffity,  arifing  from 
danger  and  the  ftate  of  public  af¬ 
fairs,  had  not  even  exifted,  ftill  it 
would  have  been  highly  unfitting, 
and  might  have  been  attended  with 
obvious  ill  confequences,  for  the 
Britifh  parliament  to  have  at  all  en¬ 
tered  upon  the  affairs  of  Ireland, 
until  they  were  properly  informed, 
what  the  nature  of  her  wants  and 
the  extent  of  her  demands  were  ; 
as  it  was  from  thefe  circumftances 
only,  that  any  true  judgment  could 
be  formed,  as  to  the  rneafure  of 
relief  which  it  would  be  fitting  to 
afford  to  that  country.  Now  as 
this  knowledge  could  only  be  pro¬ 
perly  obtained  from  the  Irifh  par¬ 
liament,  which  every  body  knows 
was  not  then  fitting,  every  fhadow 
of  blame  againft  the  minifters,  with 
refped  to  the  prorogation,  vanifhes 
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of  courfe.  The  fame  ftatement  of 
fafls  and  arguments,  goes  equally 
to  the  overtnr  » v  of  the  fecond 
principal  charge'1  laid  againlt  the 
miniders,  of  negligence  with  re- 
fpeft  to  Ireland  daring  the  recefs, 
as  like  wile  to  that  other,  of  their 
not  having  affembled  the  Britiih 
parliament,  previous  to  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Iriih.  For  if  it  was  un¬ 
fitting  (which  furely  would  not  be 
denied)  for  the  Britifh  parliament 
to  enter  upon  the  affairs  of  Ireland, 
until  they  were  in  poffeiTion  of  thole 
data,  which  were  neceffary  to  re¬ 
gulate  their  meafures,  and  to  af¬ 
ford  matter  for  eftablifhing  their 
judgment,  it  mull  have  been  much 
more  fo  for  his  majedy’s  fervants 
to  venture  in  the  dark  upon  a  bu- 
iinefs  of  fuch  magnitude  and  im¬ 
portance  ;  and  the  alfembling  of 
the  Britifh  parliament  before  the 
Iriih  would  have  been  abfurd,  when 
they  mud  necelfarily  wait  for  the 
proceedings  of  the  latter. 

But  by  convening  the  Irifh  par¬ 
liament  find,  the  fentiments  of  that 
people,  properly  conveyed  through 
the  medium  of  their  reprefenta- 
tives,  was  now  fully  urrderftood. 
The  queftion  of  policy  with  re¬ 
gard  to  that  country,  and  brought 
forward  under  the  mod  unquei- 
tionable  authority,  was  now  laid 
fairly  within  the  cognizance  of  the 
Britifh  iegiflature  ;  and  all  they 
had  now  to  confider  was,  how  far 
it  would  be  advifeable  to  comply 
with  the  requeds  made  by  Ireland; 
and  with  what  terms  and  condi¬ 
tions  it  might  be  thought  proper  to 
charge  the  favours  granted.  The 
temper  and  difpodtion  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  this  country  had  undergone 
a  great  and  happy  change  with  re- 
fpedl  to  that ;  prejudice  had  worn 
off  both  within  doors  and  with¬ 


out  ;  and  parliament  could  not  now 
confer  any  mark  of  favour  upon 
Ireland,  which  would  not  meet 
with  general  approbation. 

Upon  the  whole,  he  drew  from 
the  various  premiles  which  he 
dated,  the  following  concludons— - 
That  the  prefen t  minillers,  inllead 
of  being  inimical  to  Ireland,  or 
inattentive  to  her  intereds,  had 
been  her  bell  and  warmed  friends 
— That  they  had  done  more  for  her 
than  all  their  predeceffors  during  a 
century  pad. — That  not  onlv  the 
nation  at  large,  but  parliament, 
were,  until  now,  adverfe  to  the 
granting  any  concedions  to  Ire¬ 
land,  which  could  afford  her  either 
content  or  redrefs — And  that  con- 
fequently,  if  any  blame  was  due 
for  not  affording  more  early  relief 
to  Ireland,  it  was  imputable  only 
to  the  prejudices  and  temper  of  the 
people  and  parliament  of  this 
country,  and  not  by  any  means  to 
the  minillers ;  who,  as  they  had 
no  fhare  in  the  caufes  of  her  dif- 
treffes,  were  equally  guiltiels  as  to 
their  continuance. 

This  date  of  things,  and  the  ar¬ 
guments  arifing  from,  or  by  which 
it  was  accompanied,  were  oppofed, 
and  attempted  to  be  invalidated  by 
the  oppoiition.  They  reprobated 
in  terms,  of  high  indignation  the 
imputation  of  prejudice  laid  to 
that  houfe ;  by  which  miniders, 
they  faid,  according  to  their  now 
edablifhed,  but  daring  pra&ice,  at¬ 
tempted  to  father  all  their  own 
blunders  and  mifdemeanors  on 
parliament.  They  laughed  at  the 
pretended  weaknefs  and  ineffici¬ 
ency  with  refpedt  to  the  tranfaflions 
of  that  houfe,  which  miniders  now 
affedled,  in  order  thereby  to  (hield 
their  own  negledt  with  refpeeft  to 
Ireland.  The  minider  upo-.i  this 
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occafion  is  reprefented  as  a  man  of 
iiraw,  a  creature  deftitute  of  all 
confequence  and  efficacy,  who  on¬ 
ly  attends  as  one  of  the  officers  of 
the  houfe,  merely  to  hear  and  re¬ 
ceive  with  reverential  awe  the  de¬ 
crees  of  parliament.  The  noble 
minifter  has  not  affumed  any  part 
of  this  delicacy  upon  occafions, 
when  it  would  have  been  highly 
becoming  in  him,  and  of  infinite- 
advantage  to  his  country.  In  iuch 
Cafes,  he  has  paid  as  little  regard 
to  popular  clamour  or  cenfure  with¬ 
out  doors,  as  to  reafon  or  argu  - 
ment  within.  If  a  fcheme  is  me¬ 
ditated  for  depriving  all  the  free¬ 
holders  in  England  of  the  nobleft 
portion  of  their  birthright ;  if  the 
chartered  rights  of  the  greateft 
commercial  company  in  the  univerfe 
are  to  be  violently  invaded,  and  all 
parliamentary  faith  at  one  flroke 
annihilated  ;  or  if  a  great  quarter 
of  the  world,  if  thirteen  nations, 
are  to  be  at  once  dripped  of  all 
that  is  worth  the  conftderation  and 
value  of  mankind,  of  all  thofe 
rights  which  they  inherited  from 
their  anceftors,  jmd  even,  of  the 
means  of  exigence  ;  on  any,  and 
on  all  of  thefe  occafions,  the  mi- 
iiifter  ftands  forth  in  all  the  fulnefs 
of  his  power.  He  leads  on  his 
majorities  of  two  or  three  to  one. 
In  all  tne  eafy  pride  and  confcious 
triumph'  of  affured  vidtory .  He 
boafts  of  them  as  appendages  to  his 
own  inherent  merit ;  and  tells  you 
gravely,  that  government  could 
not  fubfift,  without  fuch  an  over¬ 
ruling  influence,  and  lb  decifive  a 
power.  But  if  the  nature  of  the 
lervice  is  changed,  and  that  he  is 
called  from  the  fuccefsfol  works  of 
deftmclion,  to  the  falvation  of  one 
kingdom,  by  the  prefer vatitm  of 
another,  he  links  ,at  once  into  no- 
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thing,  and  has  not  authority  or  In¬ 
fluence  left,  fufficient  for  the  open¬ 
ing  of  a  turnpike  gate.  So  that  in 
fadt  it  appears,  as  if  the  powers  of 
government  only  exifted  in  their 
contact  with  evil,  but  inftantly  loft 
their  efficacy  when  applied  to  any 
good  purpofe. 

They,  however,  abfolutely  de¬ 
nied,  that  the  minifter  had  been 
paffive,  neutral,  or  inefficacious, 
with  refpedt  to  the  affairs  of  Ire¬ 
land  ;  and  on  the  contrary  feverely 
charged  him,  with  having,  very 
unfortunately  for  this  country, 
taken  a  very  adtive  part  in  that  bu- 
linefs  in  the  preceding  feffion.  For 
a  bill  having  been  brought  in  to 
afford  fome  relief  to  Ireland,  by 
admitting  the  aired  importation  of 
fugars  for  their  own  confumption, 
and  he,  as  they  faid,  having  for  a 
time  fuffered  things  to  take  their 
natural  courfe  in  that  houfe,  the 
bill  was  accordingly  (as  all  mat¬ 
ters  ever  would  be  under  the  fame 
circumftances)  coolly  and  delibe¬ 
rately  canvaffed  and  debated  in 
all  its  parts  ;  and  without  being 
overwhelmed  by  thofe  extraordi¬ 
nary  prejudices  which  are  now  pre¬ 
tended,  and  without  its  being  fup- 
ported  by  any  powerful  influence, 
worked  its  way,  by  the  ftrength  of 
its  own  intrinfte  merit,  through 
repeated  diviiioiis,  until  it  had 
nearly  arrived  at  the  laft  ftage  of 
its  progrefs.  But  at  that  inaufpi- 
cious  moment,  the  minifter  having 
by  fome  means  been  rouzed  from 
his  dumber,  moft  unhappily  re¬ 
fumed  his  adivity  ;  and  departing 
at  once  from  that  neutrality  which 
he  had  hitherto  profeffed,  cams 
down  in  all  the  power,  and  fur- 
rounded  with  all  the  inftruments  of 
offi.ce,  in  order  to  defeat  the  mea- 
fure.  He  accordingly  fucceeded 
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in  throwing  out  the  bill  ;  but,  as  a 
proof  how  little  prejudice  had  to 
do  in  the  bufinefs,  his  majority 
upon  this  occafion  was  fo  totally 
difproportioned  to  thofe  which  at¬ 
tended  his  Heps  upon  others,  that  a 
vi&ory  upon  fuch  terms  feemed 
l'ome  fort  of  de Gradation.  It  was 
to  be  acknowledged,  that  the  bill, 
in  itfelf,  was  not  of  much  value, 
and  would  have  afforded  but  a 
fcanty  meafure  to  Ireland  of  that 
relief  which  fhe  wanted  ;  but  the 
time,  manner,  and  circum fiances 
of  a  favour,  frequently  Hump  a 
greater  value  upon  it  than  it  inhe¬ 
rently  pofTeffes  ;  and  the  paffing  of 
the  bill  at  that  time,  would  evi¬ 
dently  have  produced  very  happy 
confequences,  and,  in  a  great  mea¬ 
fure,  if  not  entirely,  have  pre¬ 
vented  all  the  mifchiefs  and  dan¬ 
gers  which  have  fmce  taken  place 
with  refpect  to  that  country.  But, 
on  the  contrary,  when  the  people 
of  Ireland  faw  that  the  minifter 
had  thus  openly  fet  his  face  diredi- 
ly  again.fl  them  ;  and  found  after, 
that  every  effort  in  their  favour 
was  rendered  abortive  by  his  influ¬ 
ence  or  management,  until  they 
faw  themfelves  at  length  totally 
abandoned  by  the  rifing  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  parliament  ;  it  was  no  wonder 
then  that  they  fhould  become  def- 
perate  ;  and  that  they  fhould  feek 
in  themfelves  for  the  means  of  that 
redrefs,  which  they  found  denied 
both  to  favour  and  to  juflice.  The 
only  matter  of  admiration  now, 
and  which  does  them  the  higheft 
honour  as  a  people,  is,  that  they 
have  not  yet  proceeded  to  Hill 
greater  extremities,  and  that  their 
demands  are  not  abundantly  more 
exorbitant  than  they  yet  appear. 
But  their  demands  mull  be  rejected 
with  the  fame  degree  of  fcorn  with 


which  thofe  of  America  were 
treated,  before  they  can  think  of 
following  that  example. 

Miniflers,  they  laid,  boafted, 
that  the  diftrefies  of  Ireland  had 
not  originated  with  them.  It 
would  be  readily  admitted,  tha  tfhe 
was  not  without  grievances,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  fatal  period  of  their 
adminiflration ;  but  her  immediate 
calamities  fprung  principally  from 
the  grand  fource  of  all  our  evils 
and  dangers,  from  their  own  Ame¬ 
rican  war.  By  that  Ireland,  like 
England,  loft  a  valuable  part  of 
her  commerce,  with  lefs  ability  to 
fupport  the  lofs  ;  and  the  corrupt 
expences  of  a  feeble  government 
increafe.d,  as  all  the  means  of  fup- 
plying  them  diminiftied. 

But  if  minifters,  faid  they,  did 
not  adminifter  relief  to  Ireland 
themfelves,  they  may  with  juflice 
boaft,  that  they  inllrudled  her  in 
the  means  of  obtaining  effectual 
redrefs.  In  fail,  they  taught  Ire¬ 
land  by  example,  from  their  own 
conduct  and  that  of  America,  every 
thing  fhe  had  to  do.  They  had 
convinced  her,  that  no  extent  of 
aftedlion  or  fervice  to  this  country 
could  entitle  her  either  to  favour 
or  juflice.  But  they  fhewed  her  at 
tfte  fame  time,  in  a  linking  in- 
llance,  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  a  bold  and  determined  refin¬ 
ance.  They  taught  her  to  didlate 
to  the  crown  and  parliament  of 
England  the  terms  of  their  future 
union.  America,  for  her  revolt, 
had  a  profufion  of  favours  held  out 
to  her.  Every  thing  fhort  of  no¬ 
minal  independency  had  been  of¬ 
fered.  Such  was  the  reward  of 
rebellion.  The  reward  of  loyalty, 
and  of  long  forbearance  under  ac¬ 
cumulated  oppreffion  and  internal 
diflrefs,  die  had  herfelf  juft  expe- 
[£]  3  rienced. 
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rienced,  in  the  refufal  of  fo  fmall 
a  favour  as  the  importation  of  her 
own  fugars.  Ireland,  accordingly, 
profited  of  the  example  ;  and  de¬ 
termined  not  to  render  vain  the 
wifdom,  nor  to  dif  appoint  the 
good  intentions  of  minifters. 

She  alio  enters  into  her  com¬ 
mercial  and  military  affociations. 
She  alfo,  adhering  ftrieftly  to  the 
line  in  all  its  parts,  holds  the 
faith  and  integrity  of  govern¬ 
ment  in  exa&ly  the  fame  degree 
of  contempt,  which  has  been  fo 
long  and  io  repeatedly  expreffed 
and  fhewn  by  the  Americans  ; 
and  which  indeed  was  hitherto 
prevented,  and  feems  Hill  to  llmt 
out  the  poffibility,  not  only  of 
any  reconciliation,  but  even  of 
peace,  with  that  people.  The 
Irifh  parliament  accordingly,  to 
fhew  her  total  diftruft  of  the  good 
faith  or  honeily  of  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment,  departs  from  her  own 
eflablifhed  rules  and  mode  of  ac¬ 
tion,  and  inflead  of  making  a 
provifion  for  two  years  as  ufual, 
pafles  a  fhort  money  bill  for  fix 
months  only  ;  thus  telling  you, 
in  plain  mercantile  language, 
that  your  character  is  fo  bad,  that 
you  cannot  be  trufted  for  more 
than  fix  months  credit  ;  and 
pointing  out  at  the  fame  time 
the  inevitable  coniequences  which 
mult  immediately  attend  vour  re 
fufal  to  comply  with  her  de¬ 
mands. 

Thus,  faid  they,  Ireland  has 
fdled  up  every  part  of  the  fyftem 
on  her  fide,  but  there  feems  a 
ftrange  deficiency  on  chat  of  the 
minifters.  they  have  yet  neg~ 
levied  to  hurl  the  thunders  of 
the  cabinet  again  ft  that  kingdom, 
as  they  had  done  before  again  ft 
the  continent  of  America.  Dub- 
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lin  has  had  her  mob  and  riot,  as 
well  as  ill-fated  Bofton ;  yet  nei¬ 
ther  her  port  has  been  (hut  up, 
nor  the  riders  brought  over  here 
to  be  tried  by  an  Englifti  jury. 
No  alteration  has  even  taken 
place  in  the  ufual  mode  of  trials 
in  that  country  ;  their  popular 
meetings  and  popular  eledions 
are  not  interrupted  ;  no  profcrip- 
tion  has  been,  iffued  again!!  their 
leaders,  nor  has  that  kingdom 
been  declared  out  of  the  kb  g’s 
peace  ;  we  fee  that  Corke  has 
ftill  efcaped  the  flames,  nor  do 
we  hear  that  Waterford  is  yet 
reduced  to  afhes.  Whence  then 
this  wonderful  departure  from 
the  grand  American  fyftem  2  The 
anfvver,  they  faid,  was  plain  and 
obvious.  This  change  of  fyftem 
proceeded  neither  from  lenity, 
humanity,  a  more  enlightened 
policy,  or  from  any  real  acceffion 
of  wifdom.  It  proceeded  from  the 
tremendous  appearance,  and  the 
real  dangers  of  the  prefent  awe¬ 
ful  moment  ^  thefe  had  compel¬ 
led  infolence  and  arrogance  to 

O  -  •  ‘ 

give  way  to  fear  and  humilia¬ 
tion.  Minifters  were  overpow¬ 
ered,  aghaft,  and  aftonifhed,  in 
the  horrors  of  that  tempeft  which 
they  had  themfelves  railed  ;  and 
this  drove  them  to  filch  lengths, 

O  H 

as  to  defend,  and  to  reprefent  as 
prudent  and  conftitutional,  thofe 
things,  which  they  confidered 
as  caufes  of  war  with  America, 
and  which  they  would  confider 
as  afls  of  rebellion  even  in  Eng¬ 
land. 

In  this  fevere  and  farcaftic 
manner,  and  with  thefe  bitter 
parellels,  was  the  whole  of  the 
minifters  defence  treated  by  ep- 
pofition,  But  no  part  was  han¬ 
dled  with  more  fpirit,  than  the. 

plea 
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plea  for  not  affording  timely  re¬ 
lief  to  Ireland,  becaufe  the  par¬ 
liament  of  that  country  was  not 
then  fitting.  As  if  (they  laid) 
the  Bntilh  legiflature  was  inca¬ 
pable  of  thinking  juilly,  or  add¬ 
ing  rightly,  with  refpedl  to  the 
commercial  interests  of  both  king¬ 
doms,  until  they  were  illuminat¬ 
ed  by  thofe  beams  of  wjidom  and 
knowledge  which  were  to  be  re¬ 
flected  on  them  by  the  Irifh  par¬ 
liament.  If  the  charge  or  inca¬ 
pacity  was  confined  to  the  minif- 
ters,  friends  and  foes,  all  man¬ 
kind,  they  faid,  would  readily 
concur  in  acknowledging  the 
■jullnefs  of  the  application  ;  but 
with  regard  to  the  Britifh  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  reflection  was  not  omy 
uncivil,  but  indeed  conftituted  a 
libel  of  a  new  and  Angular  na¬ 
ture.  They  laid,  it  was  entirely 
needlefs  to  take  the  trouble  of 
entering  at  all  into  the  quedion 
relative  to  the  neceility  of  the  ri- 
fmg  of  parliament;  for  there  had 
been  more  than  fufficient  time, 
between  the  iith  of  May,  when 
the  bufinefs  was  firfl  brought  be¬ 
fore  them,  and  the  3d  of  July, 
when  the  prorogation  took  place, 
to  have  done  every  thing  that  was 
then  neceffary  with  relpedl  to  the 
affairs  of  Ireland.  But  if  they 
would  not  forward,  why  did  they 
oppofe  the  relief?  Minifters  them- 
flelves,  laid  they,  acknowledge, 
that  one  half  of  what  mull  now 
be  yielded  to  Ireland,  would  rhen 
have  afforded  iatisraetion.  Vv hat 
atonement  can  they  then  make,  to 
their  lovereign,  to  parliament,  or  to 
their  country,  for  reducing  them 
to  the  hard  alternative,  of  either 
facrificing  the  fupreme  authority 
of  the  Britifh  legiflature,  by  a 
compel1^  I  compliance  with  all  the 
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demands  of  Freland,  or  of  bein^ 
driven  to  the  direful  neceflity  of 
opening  another  civil  war,  when 
we  are  already  furcharged  by 
France,  Spain,  and  America? 

On  the  other  hand,  the  mi- 
niflry  endeavoured  to  turn  the  ta¬ 
bles  on  the  oppoiition.  Here, 
faid  they,  is  the  uniform  courfe 
oppofition  faithfully  holds,  with¬ 
out  any  deviation  from  the  efta- 
blifhed  precedents  of  all  their 
forefathers  in  faction.  Com- 
pullion,  concefiion,  things  done, 
or  things  left  undone,  are  alike  a 
fubjedl  of  clamour.  If  meafures 
of  vigour  for  fupport  of  autho¬ 
rity  are  adopted,  a  cry  is  raifed 
a?  if  tyranny  were  going  to  be 
eftabliflied.  If,  for  the  lake  of 
peace,  conceflions  are  to  be  made, 
then  the  dignity  of  the  nation  is 
facrificed.  If  meafures  are  prompt 
and  fpirited,  the  minillry  are  ac- 
cufed  of  precipitation ;  if  they 
are  maturely  weighed  and  confi- 
dered,  then  the  charge  is  timidity, 
irrefolution,  and  procrallination. 
Finding  it  impoflible  to  pleafe 
thefe  gentlemen,  they  would  dif- 
charge°  their  confciences,  and 
would  do  what  they  trufled  would 
be  both  pleafing  and  beneficial  to 
England  and  Ireland.  That,  the 
loyalty'  of  that  country  was  too 
clear  to  be  fliaken  by  all  the  en¬ 
deavours  of  fadlions  either  there 
or  here ;  although  attempts  were 
not  wanting,  by  comparing  her 
cafe  to  that  of  America,  to  bring 
on  the  like  confufions  in  Ireland. 
The  armaments  in  Ireland  were 
folely  directed  againil  the  com¬ 
mon  enemy ;  and  they  knew  that 
the  con  cel  lions  which  would  be 
propofed  (and  they  hoped  adopt¬ 
ed)  in  parliament,  as  they  would 
be  adequate  to  the  necefiities  of 
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Ireland,  would  be  fatisfaftory  to 
her  wifhes.  If  they  were  not, 
both  nations  would  know  who  to 
thank  for  the  confequences.  The 
jninifters  had  long  and  inveterate 
prejudices  to  deal  with  in  this 
kingdom,  which  obliged  them  to 
defer  relief  to  Ireland,  until 
England  favv  the  propriety  of  it. 
When  fuch  prejudices  prevailed. 
It  was  neceffary  perhaps  that  fome 
inconveniences  fhould  be  felt 
from  the  prevalence  of  fimilar 
prejudices  in  others,  and  thus, 
that  the  oppofite  paffions  of  men 
ballancing  each  other,  might 
bring  them  all  at  length  to  rea- 
fon.  Hiftory  confirmed  this  prin¬ 
ciple  ;  and  it  has  been  feldom  or 
ever  known,  that  one  narrow  ielf- 
intereft  in  hates  has  been  got  the 
better  of,  but  in  the  conflict  with 
fome  other.  It  would  be  hard  to 
make  the  prefent  minifters  anfwer- 
able  for  the  natural  courfe  of 
things. 

The  debates  were  long,  vari¬ 
ous,  and  iriterefting.  All  the  wit, 
ability,  and  eloquence  of  the  op- 
pofition,  were  thrown  out  without 
meafure  or  referve  again  11  the  mi- 
pifters.  On  their  fide,  they  ex¬ 
erted  themfelves  much  more 
than  they  had  done  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords.  The  two  great  lead¬ 
ers  and  fpeakers  of  the  oppoft- 
tion  in  that  houfe  took  a  large 
Ihare  in  the  debate,  and  were  as 
ufual  dikinguifhed.  The  appear¬ 
ance  of  Mr.  Fox,  after  his  reco¬ 
very  from  the  wound  which  he 
bad  received  in  the  late  duel,  oc- 
calioned  by  fomething  that  had 
fallen  from  him  on  the  firft  day 
of  the  fefiion,  afforded  matter  of 
much  general  curiofity  ;  and  that 
incident  feemed  now  to  have  pro- 
a  renovation,  rather  than 


any  detraction  of  his  former  fpL 
rit. 

The  queftion  being  put  at  half 
after  twelve  o’clock,  the  motion 
was  rejeded,  upon  a  diviuon,  by 
a  majority  of  173,  to  100. 

An  unexpected  motion  , 
made  on  the  following  dayfby  ‘ 
the  Duke  of  Richmond,  brought  on 
a  confiderable  debate  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords.  The  noble  duke  having 
Hated  the  vaft  combination  of  force 
which  was  formed  againft  this 
country,  which  was  left  without 
friend  or  ally  ;  the  fufpicious  or 
unfavourable  appearance  of  fome 
powers  who  were  not  in  declared 
enmity,  and  the  total  indiffe¬ 
rence,  at  belt,  of  all  others  ;  then 
entered  into  a  detailed  ftatement 
of  our  prefent  vaft  military  efta- 
blilhments  by  fea  and  land  ; 
which,  including  the  late  aug¬ 
mentation  of  above  20,000  men 
to  the  land  force,  would  not  fall 
much  fhort,  he  {hewed,  in  both 
departments,  of  300,000  men. 
He  proceeded  to  argue,  that  it 
would  exceed  the  ability  of  any 
power  whatever  in  Europe,  to 
fupport,  for  any  continuance, 
this  prodigious  force,  by  fea  and 
land,  at  the  enormous  expence 
which  it  created  to  this  country. 
Without  at  all  taking  into  the  ac¬ 
count,  that  the  commercial  Ioffes 
of  this  country,  including  thofe 
of  all  kinds  which  proceeded  from 
the  defection  of  her  colonies,  far 
exceeded  in  extent,  what  ecu!#, 
well  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any 
other  ftate. 

He  then  proceeded  to  examine 
the  ftate  of  our  refources,  and 
laid  down  the  ailual  expences  of 
the  war.  He  {hewed,  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  calculations,  that  if  the 
war  only  continued  to  the  end  of 
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the  enfuing  year,  and  was  only 
to  confume  the  provifion  which 
parliament  was  now  making 
for  its  fupport,  it  would,  by 
that  time,  complete  an  addition 
from  its  beginning,  of  fixty-three 
millions  to  the  former  national 
debt ;  the  whole  then  amounting 
to  very  little  fhort  of  two  hundred 
millions.  And,  that  as  the  mi¬ 
ni  fter  had  given  on  an  average 
about  fix  per  cent,  for  the  new 
debt,  the  ifanding  intered  of  the 
whole  would  not  amount  to  lefs 
than  eight  millions  derling  an¬ 
nually  ;  a  tribute,  to  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  which,  all  the  landed 
property  in  England  was  to  be 
for  ever  mortgaged. 

Such,  he  laid,  would  be  the 
date  of  this  country  with  refpedt 
to  its  finances  at  the  clofe  of  the 
following  year ;  and  it  would 
only  be  better  by  twelve  milli¬ 
ons,  were  peace  to  be'  concluded 
at  the  inilant  he  was  fpeaking. 
Under  fo  vad  a  burthen,  an  ex¬ 
penditure  conftantly  increafmg, 
and  which  already  exceeded  all 
meafure  and  example,  the  mod 
exadt  and  rigid  public  oeconomy, 
along  with  the  mod  liberal  exer¬ 
tions  of  public  fpirit,  were  abfo- 
lutely  necedary  for  our  preferva- 
tion.  Our  formidable  neighbour 
and  enemy  had  fet  us  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  oeconomy.  Whild  the  En- 
glifh  were  bent  down  to  the  earth 
under  the  preffure  of  their  bur¬ 
thens,  and  the  indudry  of  our 
minider  was  exhauded,  in  mul¬ 
tiplying  new  and  vexatious,  but 
unproductive  objedts  of  taxation, 
France,  through  the  ability  of  her 
minider,  by  a  judicious  reform  in 
the  colledlion  and  expenditure  of 
her  finances,  had  not  yet  laid  a 
fingle  tax  on  her  people  for  the 
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fupport  of  the  war.  How  dif¬ 
ferent  was  the  condudl  in  this 
country.  Indead  of  any  at¬ 
tempt  towards  the  pradtice,  or 
even  any  profeidon  or  pretence  of 
oeconomy,  our  expenditure  was 
fo  fhamsfully  lavirn,  as  to  fur- 
pafs  all  recorded  example  of  wade 
and  mifmanagement,  in  the  weak- 
ed  and  mod  corrupt  governments. 

Our  affairs  were  now,  howe¬ 
ver,  he  faid,  arrived  at  fuch  a 
point  of  didrefs  and  danger,  as 
laid  us  under  an  abfolute  neceffi- 
ty  of  recurring  to  that  never- 
failing  fource  of  wealth,  cecono¬ 
my.  We  could  not  otherwife 
hope  to  work  out  our  national 
falvation.  It  mud  begin  forae- 
vvhere,  and  in  fo  trying  a  feafon 
as  the  prefent,  he  could  not  but 
be  of  opinion,  that  the  example 
fhould  come  from  the  fovereign. 
It  would  then  have  a  great  and 
general  effedt  ;  and  he  could  not 
doubt,  that  after  fuch  a  begin¬ 
ning,  there  was  one  of  their  lord- 
fhips,  who  would  not  chearfuHy 
relinquifh.  fuch  a  part  of  their 
public  emoluments,  as  his  ma- 
jedy  might  think  proper  to  re¬ 
commend.  The  example  would 
go  dill  farther.  .  It  would  fpread 
through  the  different  departments 
of  the  date  ;  it  would  influence 
the  condudl,  and  excite  the  public 
fpirit  of  individuals ;  and  it  would 
likewife,  in  its  effedt,  tend  to  re¬ 
drain  that  bou  dmi’s  profuflon  in 
the  public  expenditure  which  at 
prefent  prevailed.  He  did  not 
with  to  abridge  the  crown  of  any 
thing  which  was  necedary  to  fup¬ 
port  its  Iplendour  and  dignity. 
He  was  certain  his  in1  ended  mo¬ 
tion  could  not  at  ati  produce  that 
effedt.  Parliament  had,  a  few 
years  before,  augmented  the  civil 
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lift  to  the  enormous  amount  of 
900,000!.  a  year..  His  motion 
oouid  go  no  farther,  in  its  utmeft 
prefumed  extent,  than  to  bring  it 
again  to  that  ftate,  in  which  both 
the  honour  and  fplendour  of  the 
crown  had  been  well  fupported, 
in  much  happier  times  and  more 
profpeyous  feafons. 

He  accordingly  moved  for  an 
addrefs  to  the  following  purport— 
To  befeech  his  majefty  to  refteCl 
©n  the  manifold  diftreffes  and  dif- 
ficalties,  in  which  this  country 
is  involved,  and  too  deeply  felt  to 
Hand  in  need  of  enumeration— 
To  reprefent,  that  amidft  the 
many  and  various  matters  that  re¬ 
quire  reformation,  and  muft  un¬ 
dergo  correction,  before  this  coun- 
try  can  rife  fuperior  to  its  power¬ 
ful  enemies,  the  wafte  of  public 
treafure  requires  inftant  remedy- 
That  profufion  is  not  vigour ;  and 
tha.t  it  is  become  indifpenfably 
necefiary  to  adopt  that .  true  ceco- 
Mmv,  which,  by  reforming  all 
ufelefs  expences,  creates  confi¬ 
dence  in  government,  gives  ener¬ 
gy  to  its  exertions,  and  provides 
the  means  for  their  continuance. 

■ — Humbly  to  fubmit  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty,  that  a  considerable  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  civil  lift,  would  be  an 
example  well  worthy  his  majefty ’5 
paternal  affeCtion  for  his  people, 
and  his  own  dignity  ;  could  not 
fail  of  diifufmg  its  influence 
through  every  department  of  the 
ftate,  and  would  add  true  luftre 
to  his  crown,  from  the  grateful 
feelings  of  a  diftrefled  people.- — 
And,  to  anure  his  majefty,  that 
this  Houfe  will  readily  concur  in 
promoting  fo  deftrable  a  purpofe  ; 
and  that  every  one  of  its  members 
will  chearfully  fubmit  to  fuch  re¬ 
duction  of  emolument  in  any  office 


he  may  hold,  as  his  majefty  in 
his  royal  wifdom  may  think  pro¬ 
per  to  make. 

ihe  lords  in  adminiftration 
agreed  in  general  with  the  noble 
duke,  as  to  the  reprefsntation  of 
public  affairs  which  he  had  laid 
down  as  the  grounds  of  his  mo¬ 
tion.  We  were  certainly  involv¬ 
ed  in  a  dangerous  and  expensive 
war,  and  obliged  to  contend  with 
one  of  the  moil  formidable  confe¬ 
deracies  that  Europe  had  ever 
beheld.  They  likewife  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  there  had  been  fome 
want  of  ceconoiny  during  the  pre- 
fent  adminiftration  ;  but  they  ra¬ 
ther  conlidered  this  circumftance 
as  incident  to  a  ftate  of  war,  than 
as  being  peculiar  to  the  minifters. 
They,  however,  wiftied,  that  a 
more  clear  and  Satisfactory  man¬ 
ner  was  adopted  in  Hating  the 
public  accounts,  and  that  the 
ftricteft  ceconcmy  ftiould  be  prac¬ 
ticed  in  the  public  expenditure. 

But  they  oppofed  the  motion, 
with  refpeCt  to  its  direCt  and  prin¬ 
cipal  objeCl,  on  various  grounds; 
particularly  from  a  conviction  that 
it  could  not  be  of  any  fervice5 
and  considering  it  befides,  as  be¬ 
ing  of  an  improper  tendency. 
The  mode,  they  faid,  was  totally 
inadequate  to  its  objeCt,  of  extri¬ 
cating  us  in  any  degree  from  our 
prefent  difficulties  ;  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  conveyed  a  cenfure 
upon  the  former  proceedings  of 
that  Houfe,  in  the  augmentation 
of  the  civil  lift.  It  was  incon- 
fiftent  and  unjuft  to  attempt  to 
withdraw  from  his  majefty  what 
had  been  fo  unanimouily  granted 
to  him  by  parliament.  It  would 
be  paltry  and  ipean  to  tax  the  fa- 
laries  of  the  iervants  of  the  crown  ; 
and  the  revenue  fo  raifed  would 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [75 


be  trifling,  and  totally  incompe¬ 
tent  to  any  of  the  great  purpoles 
of  national  expenditure,  tf  we 
were  reduced  to  luch  an  extremi¬ 
ty  of  di  it  refs  as  rendered  the  mea- 
fure  indifpenfabiy  neceffary,  let 
th  contributions  from  the  public 
benevolence  or  ipirjt  be  general 
and  optional  ;  let  us  follow  the 
example  of  Holland  in  luch  a  H- 
tuation,  where  money  was  receiv¬ 
ed,  witnout  any  fpecification,  in 
the  public  treasury,  and  without 
its  being  in  any  degree  account¬ 
able  for. 

Whatever  fyHem  of  cecqnomy 
might  be  adopted,  it  fhould  not 
by  any  means,  they  faid,  begin 
at  the  crown  ;  the  fplendour  of 
>vhich  ft;oald  at  all  eyents  be 
maintained,  as  including  m  it  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  em¬ 
pire.  (Economy  fhould  be  direc¬ 
ted  to  the  various  departments 
which  were  connected  with  the 
public  expenditure,  fo  that  their 
felpedive  buiinels  might  be  pru¬ 
dently  and  honeltly  adniiniHered. 
They  were  ail  intereHed  *in  (up- 
porting  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  crown  ;  and  they  muft  all  par¬ 
take  in  the  latisfadion  of  that  in- 
creafe  of  the  royal  family,  which 
increafed  the  neceffity  of  an  am¬ 
ple  revenue.  Were  we  fallen  to 
that  deplorable  and  abjed  Hate, 
to  be  under  a  necellity  of  publifh- 
ing  to  all  the  world,  that  we 
were  unable  to  continue  that  in¬ 
come  which  we  had  fo  freely 
granted  to  his  majefty  ?  Such  a 
proceeding  would  link  and  de¬ 
grade  us  fo  much  in  the  eyes  of 
all  Europe,  that  inftead  of  afford¬ 
ing  any  benefit,  it  would  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  great  national  preju¬ 
dice. 


The  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  law  encountered  the  motion, 
with  all  the  weight  of  his  own 
great  natural  abilities,  as  well  as 
with  that  refined  fubtilty  and 
acutenels  of  argument,  which  may- 
in  fome  degree  be  confidered  as 
profeflional.  He  afked,  who  knew 
of  thofe  diffreffes  which  were  Hated 
in  the  motion  ?  How  were  they 
before  the  Houfe  ?  From  what  in- 
veftigation  of  their  lordfhips,  as 
a  houfe  of  parliament,  was  fuch 
a  refult  drawn  ?  Another  affertion, 
he  faid,  was  furely  of  too  much 
importance  to  be  hazarded  on 
mere  fpecqlation.  The  motion 
Hated  that  **  the  waHe  of  public 
trealure  required  indant  remedy. ” 
If  the  fad  were  fo,  the,  depart¬ 
ment  of  government  ought  to  be 
diredly  pointed  out,  in  which  the 
wafte  of  the  public  tread: re  lay; 
otherwifp  the  charge  was  unjuH, 
becaufe  it  applied  alike  to  all 
public  offices.  If  the  fad  were 
not  true,  the  injuHice  was  mani- 
fedly  Hill  greater.  No  kind  of 
proof  had  been  offered  ;  much 
lefs  had  the  fad  been  even  at-* 
tempted  to  be  edablifhed  in  par¬ 
liamentary  form.  Such  being  the 
cafe,  he  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe, 
how  far  it  would  be  decent,  how 
far  it  would  be  juff,  to  voce  an  ad- 
drefs,  which,  in  any  part  of  it,  con¬ 
tained  a  general  and  undefined 
charge  againff  the  king’s  fervants. 

As  to  the  main  propofitions, 
which  included  the  Jubilance  of 
the  motion,  he  objeded  to  the 
want  of  fpecihcation,  as  he  did 
to  the  defed  of  proof  with  refped 
to  the  preceding  affertions.  What 
was  to  be  underHood  by  the  words 
conjiderable  reduction  ?  Did  they 
fignify  a  moiety,  or  two  thirds 
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of  the  civil  HU  ?  What  minifter 
coaid,  under  fuch  a  diredion, 
venture  to  give  his  majefty  any 
counfel,  or  to  explain  to  him 
what  the  Houfe  defired  ?  But  he 
particularly  reminded  the  lords, 
that  if  the  motion  was  carried,  it 
could  not  enforce  the  advice.  It 
was  no  ad  of  parliament.  His 
majefty’s  civil  lift  was  eftabliflied 
at  its  prefeat  amount,  by  a  pofi- 
tlve  a d  of  parliament.  He  con¬ 
cluded  b f  endeavouring  to  fhew, 
that  the  ofajed  of  the  addrels,  if 
the  words  and  language  of  the 
motion  fairly  avowed  its  purpofe, 
was  both  inexpedient  and  imprac¬ 
ticable  ;  if  it  were  intended  only 
as  a  covert  attack  upon  the  minif- 
ters,  and  as  a  means  of  turning 
them  out  of  office,  he  thought  it 
would  be  more  fair  and  more  ho¬ 
nourable,  to  come  forward,  in  a 
more  explicit,  a  more  dired,  and 
a  more  obvious  manner. 

The  lords  in  oppofition,  how¬ 
ever,  fupported  the  motion  with 
great  vigour.  The  noble  earl, 
who  had  been  himfelf  the  mover 
of  the  late  addition  to  the  civil 
lilt,  Hated  the  reafons,  why  he 
now  thought  a.  retrenchment  of 
that  eftablilhrnent  to  be,  even, 
more  neceffary,  than  he,  at  that 
time,  did  its  increafe.  The  times 
were  unhappily  changed ;  the  fi- 
tuation  of  this  country  was  totally 
different  ;  cur  revenue  was  lelfon- 
ed ;  our  refources  greatly  exhaust¬ 
ed.  The  immenfe  fums  raifed 
upon  the  people  were  either  en¬ 
tirely  diverted  from  their  purpofe, 
or  if  applied,  fquandered  without 
wifdom  or  effect.  With  a  vaft- 
nefs  of  fupply  before  unheard  of, 
and  a  prodigious,  but  mifapplied 
and  ill  *  direded  force,  he  faid, 
that  the  coafts  of  this  country  were 


more  expofed  and  defencelefs,  and 
her  dependencies  and  commerce  in 
every  part  of  the  world  worfe  pro- 
teded,  than  ever  had  been  known 
in  any  former  war  whatever.  In 
a  word,  that  cur  mifcondud  and 
mifgovernment  was  fo  glaring, 
that  this  country  excited  either 
the  pity  or  contempt  of  all  the 
world.  We  were  become  defpi- 
cable  in  the  eyes  of  our  avowed 
enemies,  as  well  as  of  thole  who 
had  not  yet  declared  themfeives 
fuch. 

It  was  only  regretted  on  that 
fide,  that  the  meafure  had  not 
originated  from  the  throne. 
Surely  they  faid,  if  his  majefty 
had  any  real  friends  about  him, 
they  would  not  fail  to  have  fug- 
gelled  a  meafure,  which  would  fo 
effedually  have  conciliated  the 
affedions  of  all  ranks  of  his  fub- 
.jeds  ;  who  admiring  it,  when 
coming  unfought  from  the  father 
of  his  people,  as  an  ad  of  the 
higheft  wifdom  and  goodnefs, 
could  never  think  they  had  means 
fufficient  for  expreffing  their  gra¬ 
titude.  Queen  Anne  had  let  the 
example,  in  a  war  of  a  far  differ¬ 
ent  nature  from  the  prefent  ;  fhe 
had  the  good  fenfe  or  good  for¬ 
tune,  during  all  the  bright  part 
of  her  reign,  to  be  guided  by 
wife  and  honelt  counfels  ;  Ihe  al¬ 
lotted  ioo,oool.  a  year  of  her  pri¬ 
vate  revenue  to  the  fupport  of  the 
war ;  and  her  civil  lift  was  lower 
by  30o,ooq1.  than  the  prefent  efta- 
blilhment. 

Other  lords  on  that  fide  went 
farther.  They  'attributed  all  our 
misfortunes  and  calamities,  to  the 
long  increafing  and  now7  prodi¬ 
gious  influence  of  the  crown. 
They  confidered  the  augmenta- 
tion  of  the  civil  lift,  as  having 

greatly 
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greatly  incrcafed  and  confirmed 
that  influence.  They  faid,  that 
all  temporizing  expedient^  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  people  would  prove  in- 
effedual ;  that  a  reformation  of 
the  conflitution  was  called  for ; 
that  its  principles  were  perverted  ; 
and  that  until  it  was  reflored  to 
its  native  and  original  purity, 
this  country  could  never  recover 
its  former  power  and  charader, 
nor  could  any  thing  great  or  de- 
cifive  be  expeded  from  its  utmod 
exertions. — A  noble  lord,  in  a 
high  military  office.,  declared  his 
concurrence  to  the  motion,  pro¬ 
vided  that  it  extended  to  ail 
places  under  government :  he 
laid,  that  he  knew  it  was  what 
all  people  expeded  ;  that  all  ranks 
felt  the  general  calamity,  and 
looked  out  impatiently  for  relief ; 
and  that  he  would  chearfullv  give 
up  the  whole  emoluments  of  his 
own  place  for  the  good  of  his 
country. 

The  great  and  learned  law  lord 
was  congratulated,  on  his  happy 
ignorance  of  thole  manifold  pub¬ 
lic  didreffes  and  calamities,  of 
which  every  other  man  in  the 
kingdom,  they  laid,  had  too  fen- 
Able  a  knowledge.  He  was  like- 
wife,  they  faid,  the  only  igno¬ 
rant  man  .in  the  kigdom,  with 
refped  to  that  wafte  of  the  public 
treafure  which  was  Hated  in  the 
propofed  addrefs.  The  fad  had 
been  charged,  admitted,  or  ac¬ 
knowledged,  on  every  fide  of  the 
Houle  ;  and  even  confirmed  by 
the  declaration  of  a  noble  vif- 
count  newlv  come  into  high  office, 
that  the  fad!  was  truly  Hated. 
Although  it  could  not  be  difficult 
to  give  to  fads  of  fuch  notoriety 
the  fulled  degree  of  convidion, 
yet,  in  order  to  obtain  the  lea ia- 


in 

ed  lord’s  concurrence  with  the 
more  material  parts  of  the  ad¬ 
drefs,  they  would  undertake  to 
induce  the  noble  framer  to  with¬ 
draw  thole  two  paflages  of  objec¬ 
tion. 

The  quedion  being  at  length 
put,  the  motion  was  rejeded, 
upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
forty -one,  the  numbers  being  77 
to  36 ;  including  ten  proxies  on 
one  fide,  and  three  on  the  other. 

The  minider  at  , 

1  ,  1  ,  .  Dec.  13th. 

lengtn  opened  his  pro-  J 

pofltions  for  affording  relief  to 
Ireland,  in  the  Houle  of  Com¬ 
mons.  They  were  three  in  num¬ 
ber,  and  went  to  the  following 
articles. — To  the  repeal  of  thole 
laws,  which  prohibit  the  exporta¬ 
tion  of  Xrifh  manufactures,  made 
of  or  mixed  with  wool,  and  wool 
flocks,  from  Ireland  to  any  part 
of  Europe. — That  fo  much  of  the 
a£t  of  19th  George  II.  as  prohi¬ 
bits  the  importation  of  glals  into 
Ireland,  except  of  Britifh  manu¬ 
facture,  or  to  export  glafs  from 
that  kingdom,  be  repealed.- — And, 
that  Ireland  be  differed  to  car¬ 
ry  on  a  trade  of  export  and  im¬ 
port  to  and  from  the  Britifh  co¬ 
lonies,  in  America  and  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  her  fettlements  cm 
the  coads  of  Africa,  fubjed  to 
fuch  limitations,  regulations,  re- 
Hridions,  and  duties-,  as  the  par¬ 
liament  of  Ireland  mail  impofe. 

The  noble  lor.d  Hated,  in  a 
fpeech  of  conliderabfe  length,  and 
of  equal  ability  and  knowledge 
of  the  fubjed,  the  propriety  and. 
juilice,  as  well  as  the  neceflity, 
of  affording  relief  to  Ireland;  and 
entered  fully  into  the  claims  of 
that  country,  as  well  with  refped 
to  her  natural  and  inherent  tights, 
as  to  thole  aridng  from  her  parti¬ 
cular 
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cular  connexion  with  Great  Bri¬ 
tain.  He  like  wife  expatiated 
largely  on  the  mutual  and  refpec- 
tive  interefts  of  both  countries  ; 
and  very  happily  colleded  into 
one  point  of  view  aimed  all  thofe 
queftions  of  commerce  and  policy, 
which  we  have  already  feen  agi¬ 
tated  upon  the  fubjed,  Indeed, 
it  would  not  have  been  eafy  at 
prefent  to  difcover  much  new 
ground,  upon  the  general  quef¬ 
tions  of  right,  juftice,  or  recipro¬ 
cal  advantage,  whatever  might  be 
derived  from  expedience  or  imme¬ 
diate  neceftity.  Such  was  the  hap¬ 
py  temper  now  prevailing,  that 
the  refolutions  were  agreed  to 
without  the  fmalieft  oppofition. 
Some  fhort  difcourfe  of  the  nature 
formerly  related  ;  fome  reproach 
for  delay  ;  and  fome  doubt  of  the 
complete  efficacy  of  any  thing 
which  could  be  done  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  circumftances  to  give  com¬ 
plete  fatisfadion,  was  the  whole 
of  what  palled  on  a  fubjed,  which 
would  formerly  have  agitated, 
poffibly  convulfed  the  whole  em¬ 
pire.  But  the  late  great  revolu¬ 
tion  had  rendered  every  change 
eafy.  Bills  founded  on  the  two 
firfl  proportions  were  according¬ 
ly  brought  in,  paffed  both  houies 
with  the  utmoft  facility,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  royal  affent,  before  the 
recefs.  The  third,  being  more 
complex  in  its  nature,  requiring 
a  variety  of  enquiry,  and  being 
fubjed  to  feverai  limitations  and 
conditions,  was  fullered  to  lie 
over  the  holidays  in  its  prefent 
date  of  an  open  proportion  ;  not 
only  to  afford  time  for  confidera- 
tion  here,  but  for  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  the  effed  which  the 
meafure  would  produce  in  Ire¬ 
land. 


The  vaff  fums  which  were 
charged  to  the  extraoi  binaries  of 
the  army,  and  which  every  year 
became  ftill  more  enormous,  had 
long  been  a  fubjed  of  complaint 
with  the  oppofition  in  both  houfes 
of  parliament ;  who  had  likewife, 
from  time  to  time,  made  various 
ineffedual  attempts  to  ‘reftrain 
them  within  fome  defined  limits. 

Although  the  bufinefs  feemed 
more  properly  to  appertain  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  yet  the  for¬ 
mer  failure,  or  prefent  hopeleffnefs 
of  fuccefs  there,  probably  were 
the  motives  which  induced  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne  to  bring  ^ 
it  now  forward  before  the 
lords,  who  weie  accordingly  fum- 
moned  for  the  purpofe.  He  in¬ 
troduced  his  motion  by  entering 
into  an  ample  difcuffion  of  its'iub- 
jed,  and  by  an  accurate  compa¬ 
rative  eftimate  of  the  extraordina¬ 
ry  military  fervices  of  former 
reigns,  and  of  the  prefent.  On 
this  ground  he  dated  a  number  of 
curious  and  interefting  fads.  He 
fhewed  that  the  extras  of  King 
William’s  reign,  when  a  war  was 
carried  on  in  Flanders,  Ireland, 
and  the  Weft  Indies,  did  not  ex¬ 
ceed,  in  the  hip-heft  year  of  the 
revolution  war,  ioo,oool.  That  m 
the  next,  the  fucceflion  war,  which 
we  maintained  in  Germany,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Danube,  in  Flan¬ 
ders,  Spain,  the  Mediterranean, 
North  America,  and  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies,  the  extras  never  exceeded 
20.o,oool.  And,  that  in  the  iirft 
war  of  the  late  king,  waged  with 
France  and  Spain  jointly,  they 
did  not,  in  any  one  year,  exceed 
4.00, ocol. 

That  during  the  late  war,  the 
molt  extenfive,  and  alfo  the  moil 
expenfive,  in  which  this  country 
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had  ever  been  engaged,  the  ex¬ 
traordinaries  of  the  year  175 7 
were  only  8oo,oool.  while  thole 
of  1 777  amounted  to  1,200,0001. 
belides  a  million  granted  for  the 
tranfport  fervice ;  thus,  upon  the 
whole,  exceeding  two  millions. 
That  the  highell  year  of  the  late 
war,  that  of  1762,  when  our  arms 
were  triumphant  in  every  quarter 
of  the  globe  ;  when  we  fupported 
80,000  men  in  Germany,  be- 
fides  victorious  armies  in  North 
America,  the  Britifh  and  French 
Weil  Indies,  the  Ealt  Indies,  in 
Portugal,  on  the  coaft  of  France, 
and  at  the  reduction  of  the  Ha- 
vannah,  the  whole  of  the  extras 
did  not  exceed  two  millions  ; 
whereas  the  two  lalt  defenlive 
campaigns  would  be  found,  when 
the  accounts  -of  the  latter  of  the 
two  were  made  up,  to  amount  to 
the  enormous  fum  of  upwards  of 
three  millions  each.  And  that 
the  extra  military  charges  in  the 
laft  four  years,  during  the  greater 
part  of  which  the  contell  was  con¬ 
fined  to  the  Americans  only,  would 
be  found  to  amount  to  a  fum 
very  nearly  equal  to  the  whole  ex¬ 
penditure  of  the  firft  four  years  of 
King  William’s,  and  fully  equal 
to  the  two  firit  years  of  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough’s  campaigns. 

He  then  proceeded  to  hate  and 
explain  the  caufes,  to  which  he 
attributed  the  monltrous  difpro- 
portion  between  the  prefent  mi¬ 
litary  extraordinaries,  and  thofe 
of  any  former  period.  In  this  cu¬ 
rious  and  particular  detail  he 
hated,  that  only  one  contractor 
had  been  employed  in  the  lalt  war 
for  the  fupply  of  the  forces  in 
America ;  but  that  the  minuter 
had  fplit  the  prefent  contract  into 
twelve  parts,  in  order  to  make  a 
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return  to  fo  many  of  his  friends 
for  the  fervices  which  he  received 
from  them  at  home.  That  in  the 
former  mltance,  the  foie  contrac¬ 
tor,  Sir  William  Baker,  was 
bound  to  furnilh  provifions  on 
the  fpot,  in  America,  at  fixpence 
a  ration  ;  whereas  the  prefent  con¬ 
tractors  were  only  to  deliver  ra¬ 
tions  at  the  fame  price  in  Corke  ; 
fo  that  the  whole  freight,  in- 
furance,  rifque,  and  all  other 
poffible  expences,  were  taken  out 
of  the  pockets  of  the  public,  and 
put  into  the  pockets  of  the  m mil¬ 
ter’s  contracting  friends.  From 
which,  and  from  a  variety  of 
other  fpecified  inftances  of  mifma- 
nagement,  he  pledged  himfelf  to 
the  proof,  that  every  ration  now 
delivered  in  America  Hood  the 
public  in  two  fhillings,  inltead 
of  fixpence,  which  they  colt  in  the 
lalt  war. 

He  went  the  whole  round  of 
contracts  in  this  courfe  ;  and  while 
he  treated  the  conduct  of  the  mi- 
nilter  without  mercy,  he  was  no¬ 
thing  more  fparing  of  the  con¬ 
tractors.  He  paid  particular  at¬ 
tention  to  the  fuppofed  favourite 
of  the  minilter  in  that  line.  That 
man,  he  faid,  notwithstanding  his 
reprobation  in  parliament,  and  his 
detection  in  the  molt  glaring  im- 
pofition  on  the  public,  had"  con¬ 
tracts  given  him,  in  the  years  1777 
and  1778,  to  the  amount  of 
1,300,000k;  and  probably,  his 
contracts  in  the  preceding  year, 
(the  accounts  of  which  were  not 
yet  deliverd  in)  far  exceeded 
thofe  in  either  of  the  two  former. 
He  was  exceedingly  fevere  on  the 
conduCt  of  the  minilter  with  this 
fuppofed  favourite  contractor.  Nor 
dW  he  pafs  over  the  gold,  or 
bullion  contractor,  through  whofe 
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hands,  he  faid,  no  lefs  than  three 
millions  feven  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  in  fpecie  had  been  trans¬ 
mitted  to  America,  and  for  which 
a  Tingle  voucher  had  not  been  pro¬ 
duced.  That  immenfe  fum,  he 
faid,  had  been  written  off  in  thirty 
or  forty  lines,  without  any  ac¬ 
count,  or  fpecification  whatever, 
forty  thoufand  pounds  in  one  line, 
twenty  in  another,  and  thirty  in  a 
third.  When  it  was  remembered 
that  the  tranfport  fervice,  ord¬ 
nance,  provisions.  Stores,  pay, 
new  appointments,  and,  in  a 
word,  every  item  of  expence  that 
could  be  thought  of,  were  all  fe- 
parately  provided  for,  and  each 
brought  to  account  under  its  pro¬ 
per  head,  it  mull  Surely  puzzle  the 
mod  quick  and  fertile  genius, 
even  to  guefs,  in  what  manner, 
or  to  what  ufe,  this  enormous  Sum, 
of  nearly  four  millions,  could 
have  been  applied. 

After  -going  over  a  vaft  quan¬ 
tity  and  great  variety  of  mat¬ 
ter  relative  to  the  fhbieci,  he 

•j 

opened  his  views  more  particu¬ 
larly  with  refpeft  to  his  intended 
motions.  He  faid  that  an  uncon - 
ftiiurional,  minifteriai  influence, 
had  ufurped  the  regal  prerogative, 
which  it  was  now  become  abio- 
lutely  neceffary  to  cruffi  for  the 
Salvation  of  this  country.  That 
this  milchief  arofe  principally  from 
the  opportunity,  now  afforded  in 
a  greater  degree  than  ever  to  the 
hr  ft  lord  of  the  treafufy,  of  ex¬ 
pending  millions  of  the  public 
money  without  account,  and  con¬ 
sequently  without  ceconomy.  And, 
that  as  the  army  extraordinaries 
afforded  the  mod  unlimited  means 
to  the  mini  iter,  for  the  propaga¬ 
tion  and  Support  of  that  fatal  fyf- 
tern  of  influence  and  corruption. 


he  would  make  that  lavifh  head  of 
expenditure  the  fir  ft  and  great 
object  of  his  enquiry  and  cenfure. 

He  accordingly  moved  his  iirft 
refolution  to  the  following  pur¬ 
port, — -That  the  alarming  addition 
annually  making  to  the  prefent 
enormous  national  debt,  under  the 
head  of  extraordinaries,  incurred 
in  the  different  Services,  requires 
immediate  check  and  controul.—? 
The  .increaflng  the  public  expence 
beyond  the  grants  of  parliament, 
being  at  all  times  an  invafion  of 
the  fundamental  rights  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  and  the  utmoft  ceconomy 
being  indifpenlably  neceffary,  in 
the  prefent  reduced  and  deplora¬ 
ble  llate  of  the  landed  and  mer¬ 
cantile  intereft  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland. 

The  defence  on  the  part  of  the  mi¬ 
nistry  was  extremely  fhort  and 
dry.  It  is  not  clear,  whether 
this  arofe  from  Some  disagreement 
between  the  ministers,  which  did 
not  permit  them  to  be  much  dif- 
pleafed  with  tile  arraignment  of  a 
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condudt,  in  which  none  in  that 
Houle  was  officially  concerned  ; 
or  whether  at  the  time,  they  were 
not  Sufficiently  inftru&ed  in  the 
flate  of  the  queftion  to  anfvver  to 
it  fully.  Whatever  was  the  caufe, 
the  chancellor  feeing  no  likeli¬ 
hood  of  a  debate,  after  waiting  a 
confiderable  time,,  proceeded  at 
length  to  put  the  queftion.  This 
called  up  -a  noble  duke  in  the  op- 
poll  cion,  who  exprefied  the  utmoft 
aftonilhment  and  indignation,  that 
minifters  (hould  venture  to  fit  ftill 
under  fuch  charges,  without  an 
attempt  at  anlwer  or  defence.  A 
noble  earl  likewife,  who  had  late¬ 
ly  fucceeded  to  his  feat  in  that 
Houfe,  declared,  that  during  fif¬ 
teen  years  he  had  fat  in  the  other 
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he  had  never  feen  a  quedion  of 
fuch  importance  treated  with  in¬ 
difference  or  filence,  or  what  was 
full  as  bad,  with  fome  feeble  at¬ 
tempt  which  meant  nothing,  and 
feemed  intended  to  mean  no¬ 
thing. 

This  at  length  drew  out  fome 
vindication  of  the  charatder  of  the 
noble  minider  in  the  other  Houfe  ; 
who  was  faid  to  be  clean  handed 
in  the  molt  eminent  degree  ;  and  4 
who  would  go  out  of  office  in  a 
ftate  of  poverty,  if  it  were  to  hap¬ 
pen  on  the  following  day.  They 
chiefly  relied  on  the  defeat  of 
proof  to  fupport  the  fads  or' 
charges  ;  that  the  motibn  rever.fed 
the  order  of  things ;  it  proceeded 
to  punifhment  before  it  convi&ed, 
and  was  therefore  prepoderous  ; 
that  every  part  of  the  public  ex¬ 
penditure  was  already  lubjed  to 
check  and  controul  at  the  exche¬ 
quer.  That  fuch  enquiries,  and 
fo  conduded,  would  be  in  fad  to 
edablifh  a  new  committee  of  fafe- 
ty,  and,  under  pretences  of  cor- 
reding  the  abufes  of  adminidra- 
tion,  would  tend  to  the  fu  ver- 
fion  of  the  conditution  ;  that  we 
were  befides  engaged  in  a  great  war, 
and  mull  not  liarve  it^  if  a  pro¬ 
per  confidence  was  not  placed  in 
our  commanders,  it  could  not  at 
all  be  carried  on  ;  and,  that  the 
principal  precedent  brought  to 
fhew  the  former  interference  of 
paliament  on  iimilar  occafions, 
was  drawn  from  the  fcandaious 
adminiftration  of  the  year  iyii, 
which  fhould  alone  be  a  fufficient 
motive  for  reprobating  the  prelent 
motion. 

It  was  accordingly  rejeded, 
upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
81,  including  21  proxies,  to  41, 
including  four  proxies ;  being  as 
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nearly  two  to  one,  as  it  was  poffiblc 
without  being  quite  fo. 

The  noble  earl,  after  the  divi¬ 
fion  ,  having  informed  the  Houfe 
of  the  purport  of  his  lecond  in¬ 
tended  propofition,  which  went  to 
the  appointment  of  a  committee 
for  enquiring  into  the  feveral  parts 
of  the  public  expenditure,  and 
confidering  what  redudions  or 
favings  could  with  confillency  be 
made,  then  moved,  that  it  ihould 
be  taken  into  confideration  on  the 
8th  of  the  following  February* 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  rejection,  however,  of  his 
fird  motion,  together  with  that 
of  the  Duke  of  Richmond’s,  on 
the  7th  inftant,  ferved  much  to 
increafe  the  public  diffatisfadion, 
which,  whether  with  or  without 
reafon,  did  now',  much  more  than 
at  any  former  period,  certainly 
prevail  without  doors,  and  to  give 
drength  and  confirmation  to  that 
opinion  which  was  alfo  very  gene¬ 
rally  prevalent,  that  no  hope  of 
obtaining  redrefs  now  remained* 
until  fuch  meafures  were  purfued 
by  the  people  at  large,  as  would* 
by  diflolving  that  unnatural  com¬ 
bination  which  was  charged  to 
fubfid  betweeh  miniflers  and  the 
reprefentative  body,  redore  the  an- 
tient  dignity,  and  the  former  ener¬ 
gy  of  parliament.  Thanks  from 
the  city  of  London  were  voted  to 
the  noble  duke  and  earl  for  their 
pad  motions,  accompanied  with 
the  fulled  approbation  of  that  an¬ 
nounced  for  the  8th  of  February, 
and  an  adurance  of  every  condi- 
tutional  fupport  ( in  their  power 
to  thofe  necedary  plans  of  re¬ 
formation  pr.  pofed  by  them.  The 
bufinefs  was  likewife  foon  adopt¬ 
ed  in  the  counties  ;  and  from  this 
time  that  fpirit  of  reformation  be- 
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gan  to  appear,  which  we  have 
iince  feen  produce  fo  many  meet¬ 
ings,  affociations,  and  projects,  in 
slmoft  all  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
though  with  different  degrees  of 
warmth,  and  different  extent  of 
obje&s,  for  corre6ling  the  fup- 
pofed  vices  of  government,  and 
for  refloring  the  independency  of 
parliament.  The  city  of  London 
likewife  fent  feparate  letters  of 
thanks  and  acknowledgment  to 
all  the  lords  who  had  voted  in  fup- 
port  of  the  two  pad  motions,  in¬ 
cluding  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland,  whofe  name 
appeared  at  the  head  of  the  mino¬ 
rity  on  the  laft  divide n ;  thefe 
letters,  with  their  refpeCtive  an- 
fwers,  were  publifhed  in  molt  of 
the  papers  at  that  time. 

It  was  oh  the  very  day  of  Lord 
Shelburne's  motion,  that  Mr. 
.Burke  opened  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  fuch  parts  as  it  was 
yet  thought  fitting  and  neceffary 
to  fcxpofe,  of  that  celebrated  plan 
of  public  ceconomy,  and  attempt 
towards  a  reform  or  leffening  of 
corrupt  influence,  which  after¬ 
wards  afforded  fo  many  fubjefls 
of  parliamentary  difeuffion,  and 
was,  for  a  long  time,  an  object 
of  fo  much  general  admiration. 
He  likewife  gave  notice,  that  he 
would  bring  on  the  bufinefs  as 
foon  after  the  holidays  as  pollible  ; 
and  amidfl  a  variety  of  obferva- 
tions  and  arguments,  to  enforce 
the  propriety,  expediency,  and 
neceffity  of  the  propofed  meafure, 
particularly  alluded  to  the  bufi¬ 
nefs  then  carrying  on  in  the  other 
Houfe. 

He  laid,  that  the  defire  of  re¬ 
formation  operated  every  where, 
but  where  it  ought  to  operate 
molt  ffrongly,  in.  t&at  Houfe.  That 
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the  propofitions  which  had  beeil 
lately  made,  and  were  that  day 
making,  in  the  other  Houfe,  al¬ 
though  highly  laudable  in  them- 
felves,  were  no  lets  than  a  re¬ 
proach  to  that  in  which  he  fate. 
To  them,  who  claimed  the  ex- 
clufive  management  of  the  public 
purfe,  all  interference  of  the 
lords,  in  their  peculiar  province, 
was,  at  leak,  a  reproach.  It 
might  be  fomething  worfe ;  for, 
if  the  lords  fhould  affume  or  ufurp 
the  performance  of  a  duty  of 
theirs,  which  they  negle&ed,  they 
would  be  fupported  in  an  ufurpa- 
tion  which  was  become  neceffary 
to  the  public.  Privileges  were 
loft  by  negledl,  as  well  as  by  abufe. 
That  old  parliamentary  forms  and 
privileges  were  no  trifles,  he 
would  freely  grant ;  but  the  na¬ 
tion  called  for  fomething  more 
fubfiantial  than  the  very  belt  of 
them ;  and  if  form  and  duty 
mult  be  feparated,  they  would 
prefer  the  duty  without  the  form, 
to  the  form  without  the  duty.  If 
both  lords  and  commons  fhould 
confpire  in  a  negled  of  duty, 
other  means,  full  more  irregular 
than  the  inteference  of  the  lords 
might  be  now  confidered,  would 
be  undoubtedly  reforted  to ;  for, 
he  conceived  the  nation  would, 
fome  way  or  other,  have  its  bufi¬ 
nefs  done ;  or  otherwife,  that  it 
could  not  much  longer  continue 
to  be  a  nation. 

Other  arguments,  on  different 
grounds,  but  tending  to  the  fame 
objeft,  will  appear  in  their  proper 
place.  A  noble  lord,  of  a  family 
highly  confidered  for  its  conftitu- 
tional  principles,  and  who  always 
draws  great  attention  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  where  he  is  looked 
on  as  a  leader  of  the  Whigs,  de¬ 
clared. 
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dared,  that  Mr.  Burke  had  com¬ 
municated  his  plan  to  him,  fo  far 
as  it  was  yet  perfeCled  ;  and  that 
it  not  only  met  with  his  warmeft 
approbation,  but  that  he  was  con¬ 
vinced  (from  reafonings  and  faCts 
which  he  flated,  tending  to  fhew 
the  public  diftreffes  and  expecta¬ 
tions)  that  it  was  become  abfolutely 
neceilary  that  fomething  of  the  kind 
ihould  be  done,  in  order  to  remove 
the  prefent  diflatisfaftions,  by 
meeting  the  vvifhes  of  the  people. 
He  had,  however,  told  his  honour¬ 
able  friend  at  the  time,  that  al¬ 
though  he  highly  approved  of  his 
plan,  wifhed  it  all  polfible  fuccefs, 
and  was  fully  fenfible  that  fome  reT 
medy  of  the  fort  was  earneftly  ex- 
pe&ed  by  the  public  from  that 
houfe,  and  more  particularly  from 
his  fide  of  it,  yet  he  much  doubt¬ 
ed,  whether  parliament  had  virtue 
enough  at  that  time  to  bring  fo 
right  a  meafure  to  perfection. 

A  gentleman,  from  the  northern 
part  of  the  united  kingdom,  diftin- 
guifhed  for  his  candour,  temper, 
and  moderation  in  oppofition,  de¬ 
clared  on  his  confcience  he  was 
firmly  perfuaded,  that  the  undue 
influence  of  the  crown  was  the  true 
caufe  of  the  mifchievous  origin, 
the  deftructive  progrefs,  the  ab- 
furd  conduCl,  and  the  obftinate 
profecution,  without  view  or  hope, 
of  the  accurfed  American  war ; 
which  was  now  univerfally  felt,  and 
generally  acknowledged,  as  being 
in  itfelf  the  caufe  of  all  the  other 
misfortunes  of  Great  Britain,  and 
particularly  of  the  prefent  naval 
greatnefs  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 
He  faid,  that  from  the  cordial  af- 
feCtion  he  bore  to  his  fovereign,  he 
felt  himfelf  bound,  fo  far  as  he  was 
able,  to  remove  that  evil.  He 
thought  himfelf  bound  to  it  by  his 


faith,  by  his  allegiance,  and  by 
the  facred  oath  he  had  taken  to  his 
majefly.  By  that  facred  bond  and 
indiffoluble  obligation,  he  was 
compelled  to  do  every  thing  in  his 
povver  to  fecure  the  liability  of  the 
throne.  “  This  influence  {hakes 
“  it$  it  may  fubvert  it;  and  no- 
“  thing  can  be  undertaken  mere 
“  worthy  of  a  good  fubjeCt,  than 

to  remove,  in  time,  this  means 
t(  of  mifehief  and  danger  to  the 
“  king.” 

Upon  this  difeourfe,  Mr.  Fox, 
who  was  juft  come  in  from  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  faid,  that  the  fir  ft 
men  in  the  kingdom,  the  firft  in 
abilities,  the  firft  in  eftimation, 
were  then  libelling  that  houfe. 
Every  inftance  they  gave,  (and  the 
inftances  he  faid  were  many  and 
ftrong)  of  uncorrefted  abufe,  with 
regard  to  public  money,  was  a  di¬ 
rect  libel  on  that  houfe.  Every  ar¬ 
gument  they  ufed  for  the  reduction 
of  prodigal  expence,  and  their  ar¬ 
guments  were  various  and  unan- 
fwerable,  was  a  libel  on  that  houfe. 
Every  thing  they  ftated  on  the 
luxuriant  growth  of  corrupt  influ¬ 
ence,  (and  it  was  never,  he  faid, 
half  fo  flourifhing)  was  a  moft  fe- 
vere  and  direCt  libel  on  that  houfe. 

But  that  houfe,  he  faid,  would 
be  brought,  by  proper  means,  to 
wipe  off  all  thofe  imputations. 
The  people  had  for  a  long  time 
been  flow  and  torpid.  They  had, 
however,  at  length,  been  quicken¬ 
ed  by  their  feelings  to  a  fenfe  of 
their  fituation  and  fufferings.  He 
accorded  with  the  opinion  of  n, 
noble  lord,  that  there  was  not  vir¬ 
tue  enough  within  thofe  walls,  to 
go  through  with  the  plan  of  re¬ 
formation  which  his  honourable 
friend  had  to  propofe.  But  the 
virtue  of  necefHty  would  at  laft  ani-  , 

[T]  2  mate 
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mate  the  people ;  and,  through 
them,  it  would  likewife  animate 
and  corredl  that  houfe.  The  vir¬ 
tue  of  neceffity,  fure  in  its  prin¬ 
ciple,  and  irrefiftible  in  its  opera¬ 
tion,  was  an  effectual  reformer.  It 
awakens  late  ;  but  it  calls  up  many 
other  virtues  to  its  aid  ;  and  their 
joint  exertion  will  infallibly  bear 
down  the  greateft  force,  and  will 
infallibly  diffipate  the  ftrongeft 
combination,  that  corrupt  men 
have  ever  formed,  or  can  ever  form 
againft  them. 

He  applauded  the  fentiment  of 
the  gentleman  who  fpoke  juft  be¬ 
fore  him,  that  his  duty  and  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  king  were  ftrong  mo¬ 
tives  with  him  for  wifhing  fuccefs 
to  the  prefent  propofttion.  Thefe 
motives,  he  faid,  rauft  undoubt¬ 
edly  operate  in  the  fame  manner 
with  every  good  fubjefb  Cotild 
the  king,  he  faid,  poffibly  enjoy 
the  affedion  and  confidence  of  his 
people,  when  his  intereft  was 
wholly  diflociated  from  theirs,  and 
put  upon  a  bottom  perfectly  fepa- 
rate  ?  It  is  but  one  and  the  fame 
principle,  which  cements  friend- 
ihip  between  man  and  man  in  fo- 
ciety,  and  which  promotes  aftedion 
between  king  and  fubjed  :  namely, 
that  they  {hare  but  one  fortune  ; 
that  they  flourifh  by  the  fame  prof- 
perity,  and  are  equal  fufferers  by 
the  fame  diftrefs  ;  that  the  cala¬ 
mity  of  the  people  is  the  depreffion 
of  the  prince.  On  any  other 
terms,  there  can  be  no  fympathy 
between  men  in  any  relation  of 
life. 

He  concluded  by  hoping,  that 
bis  honourable  friend  would  add 
perfeverance,  to  the  diligence  and 
ability  which  he  had  already  em¬ 
ployed,  in  his  plan  for  leffening 
the  public  expences,  and  for  re¬ 


ducing  the  ruinous  influence  of  the 
crown  ;  and  that  all  men  who  had 
an  intereft  in  their  country,  who 
profefled  a  zeal  for  her  welfare,  a 
regard  for  the  honour  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  an  affedion  for  the  con- 
ftitution,  would  now  have  but  one 
mind,  and  heartily  unite,  in  pro¬ 
moting  a  meafure  fo  highly  ufeful, 
and  at  this  time  fo  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary. 

While  the  fcheme  of  reformation 
was  thus  warmly  patronized  and 
commended  by  the  opposition,  and 
drew  out  no  fmall  fhare  of  praife 
and  applaufe  to  its  author  from  all 
fides  of  the  houfe,  the  minifter  was 
totally  filent ;  an  appearance  of  in¬ 
difference,  which  did  not  pafs 
without  fome  fevere  comments  from 
his  adverfaries. 

The  eftimates  of  the  army,  and 
the  augmentation  of  the  land  force, 
had  (as  ufual  of  late)  drawn  out 
much  debate,  cenfure,  and  fome 
attempts  at  particular  enquiry,  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  efti¬ 
mates  of  the  ordnance  likewife, 
which  amounted  to  the  fum  of 
1,049,000  b  and  exceeded  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  preceding  year  by 
132,000  b  afforded  room  for  ani- 
madverfion  and  conteft.  On  thefe 
occasions,  much  extraneous  mat¬ 
ter,  relative  to  the  conduft  of  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  army, 
the  alledged  negle&ed  and  dan¬ 
gerous  ftate  of  Plymouth,  and  the 
general  means  of  national  defence 
adopted  through  the  fummer,  was 
repeatedly  brought  up.  In  other 
refpe£ts,  the  matter  of  argument, 
of  charge  and  defence,  as  well  as 
the  iflue  in  all  cafes,  were  fuch  as 
we  have  had  already  more  occafions 
than  one  of  dating. 

Such  were  the  grounds  of  de¬ 
bate,  and  fuch  the  ftate  of  the  war¬ 
fare 
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fare  between  the  contending  par-  to  lead  to  the  extraordinary  events 
ties,  previous  to  the  Chridmas  re-  which  didinguifhed  the  remainde1" 
cefs.  Every  thing  feemed  dire&ly  of  the  feflion. 


CHAP.  V. 

County  meetings,  petitions,  and  affbciations.  York  leads  the  <way.  Great 
?neeting  at  that  city.  Committee  appointed.  Some  account  of  the  peti¬ 
tion  from  that  county,  vohich  becotnes  a  model  to  others.  Sir  George  Sa- 
ville  prefents  the  petition  from  the  county  of  York.  Debates  on  that'  fub- 
jeCt.  Jamaica  petition  prefented.  Mr.  Burke’s  plan  of  ceconomical  re¬ 
form.  Bills  brought  in  upon  that  fyflesn.  Earl  of  Shelburne’ s  motion 
( purfuant  to  the  notice  given  before  the  recefs  )  for  a  committee  of  both 
houfes,  to  enquire  into  the  public  expenditure.  Motion  feconded  by  the 
Earl  of  Coventry.  Oppofed.  Debates.  Strictures  vjith  refpeCl  to  the 
county  meetings  and  petitions.  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  explains  the  caufes 
»f  his  refignation.  Strictures  on  the  conduCt  of  a  noble  lord  at  the  head 
of  a  great  department.  Motion  rejected  upon  a  divifion.  Unufual  frengtk 

jhevjn  by  the  oppoftion  on  this  divijion. 


THE  bufinefs  of  public  meet¬ 
ings,  of  petitions  to  par¬ 
liament,  and  of  adbciations  for 
the  redrefs  of  grievances,  was  com¬ 
menced  during  the  recefs  ;  and 
the  adoption  of  thefe  means  for 
procuring  a  reform  in  the  executive 
departments  of  the  date,  not  only 
became  foon  very  general,  but  the 
minds  of  the  public  being  agitated 
and  warmed  by  thefe  meetings,  the 
views  of  many,  and  thofe  perfons 
of  no  mean  weight  and  confe- 
quence,  were  extended  dill  far¬ 
ther  ;  and  they  gradually  began  to 
confider,  that  nothing  lefs  than  a 
reform  in  the  conditu.tion  of  par¬ 
liament  itfelf,  by  fhortening  its 
duration,  and  obtaining  a  more 
equal  reprefentation  of  the  people, 
could  reach  to  a  perfed  cure  of  the 
prefent,  and  afford  an  effedual 
prefervative  againd  the  return  of 
fimilar  evils. 

The  great,  populous,  and  opu¬ 
lent  county  of  York  led  the  way. 


and  fet  the  example  to  the  red  of 
the  kingdom.  A  very  numerous 
and  refpettable  meeting  of  the  gen¬ 
tlemen,  clergy,  and  freeholders, 
including  perfons  of  the  fird  con- 
dderation  and  property  in  the 
county,  and  in  the  kingdom,  fuch 
as  perhaps  never  was  adembled  in 
the  fame  manner  in  this  nation, 
was  held  at  York  on  the  lad  day 
but  one  of  the  year.  There  a  pe¬ 
tition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
was  unanimoudy  agreed  upon,  and 
accompanied  with  a  refolution, 
that  a  committee  of  dxty-one  gen¬ 
tlemen  be  appointed,  to  carry  on 
the  neceffary  correfpondence  for 
effedually  promoting  the  objed;  of 
the  petition  ;  and  likewife  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  plan  of  an  affociation,  on 
legal  and  conditutional  grounds, 
to  fupport  the  laudable  reform,  and 
fuch  other  meafures  as  might  con¬ 
duce  to  redore  the  freedom  of  par¬ 
liament  ;  to  be  prefented  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  at  their 
[T]  3  next 
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next  meeting,  which  was  to  be 
held  by  adjournment  in  the  enfu- 
ing  E after  week. 

As  this  petition  ferved  in  a  great 
meafure  as  the  groundwork  for 
thofe  that  fucceeded  from  other 
counties  and  towns,  we  ftiall  enter 
the  more  particularly  into  its  de- 
,  tail.-— They  begin  by  ftating  the 
following  matters  as  fafls—  That 
the  nation  had  for  feveral  years 
been  engaged  in  a  moft  expenfive 
and  unfortunate  war  ;  that  many 
of  our  valuable  colonies,  having 
declared  themfelves  independent, 
had  formed  a  ftrifl  confederacy 
with  our  moft  dangerous  and  inve¬ 
terate  enemies  ;  and  that  the  con- 
fequence  of  thofe  combined  mif- 
fortunes  had  been,  a  large  addition 
to  the  national  debt,  a  heavy  accu¬ 
mulation  of  taxes,  with  a  rapid 
decline  of  the  trade,  manufac¬ 
tures,  and  land-rents  of  the  king¬ 
dom. — They  then  declare,  that, 
alarmed  at  the  diminifhed  refources 
and  growing  burthens  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  and  convinced,  that  rigid  fru¬ 
gality  is  now  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary  in  every  department  of  the 
ftate,  they  obferved  with  grief,  that 
notwithftanding  the  calamities,  and 
impoverilhed  condition  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  much  public  money  had  been 
im providently  fquandered  ;  that 
many  individuals  enjoy  fmecure 
places,  efficient  places  with  exor¬ 
bitant  emoluments,  and  penfions, 
unmerited  by  public  fervice,  to  a 
large  and  ftill  increaftng  amount ; 
whence  the  crown  has  acquired  a 
great  unconftitutionai  influence, 
which,  if  not  timely  checked,  may 
foon  prove  fatal  to  the  liberties  of 
this  country. 

They  further  declare,  that  con¬ 
ceiving  the  true  end  of  every  legi¬ 
timate  government  to  be,  not  the 


emolument  of  any  individual,  but 
the  welfare  of  the  community ; 
and  confidering,  that  by  the  con- 
ftitution,  the  cuftody  of  the  na¬ 
tional  purfe  is  entrufted  in  a  pecu¬ 
liar  manner  to  that  houfe  ;  they 
beg  leave  to  reprefent,  that  until 
effectual  meafures  be  taken  to  re- 
drefs  thofe  oppreflive  grievances, 
the  grant  of  any  additional  fum  of 
money,  beyond  the  produce  of  the 
prefent  taxes,  would  be  injurious 
to  the  rights  and  property  of  the 
people,  and  derogatory  from  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  parliament. 
— They,  therefore,  appealing  to 
the  juftice  of  the  Commons,  moft 
earneftly  requeft,  that  before  any 
new  burthens  are  laid  upon  this 
country,  effeflual  meafures  might 
be  taken  by  that  houfe,  to  enquire 
into  and  correct  the  grofs  abufes  in 
the  expenditure  of  public  money  ; 
to  reduce  all  exorbitant  emolu¬ 
ments  ;  to  refcind  and  abolilh  all 
fmecure  places,  and  unmerited 
penfions ;  and  to  appropriate  the 
produce  to  the  neceliities  of  the 
ftate. 

The  clergy  upon  this  occafion  dif- 
proved  a  charge,  which  had  been 
often  laid,  and,  perhaps,  not  al¬ 
ways  without  fome  foundation, 
again  ft  them  ;  as  if  they  were  more 
peculiarly  difpofed  to  be  obfequi- 
ous  to  power,  and  to  fupport  all 
meafures,  of  whatever  government, 
and  whatever  nature,  which  did 
not  immediately  affieft  their  own 
particular  rights  or  privileges,  than 
any  other  order  of  the  community. 
Although  the  meeting  was  in  the 
feat  of  the  metropolitan  fee,  and 
immediately  under  the  eye  of  pro¬ 
vincial  authority  and  government, 
not  only  a  confiderable  number  of 
that  body  attended,  and  zealoufly 
promoted  the  refolutions  and  pe¬ 
tition  $ 
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*ition  ;  but  no  lefs  than  fourteen 
clergymen,  including  two  dignita¬ 
ries  of  the  church,  were  appointed 
of  the  committee,  which  was  in¬ 
tended  to  give  efficacy  to  the  whole 
meafure  and  deflgn. 

I  ,  The  county  of  Mid- 
jan.  7.  ,  fljefex  ftooc[  forth  as  the 

I'7  °*  fecond  of  the  county  of 
York.  In  about  a  week,  a  very 
numerous  meeting  was  held  at 
Hackney,  where  a  petition,  fimi- 
lar  to  that  of  York,  with  feveral 
refolutions,  were  unanimoufly  a- 
greed  to  ;  and  a  committee  of  cor- 
refpondence  and  affociation,  con- 
flffing  of  fifty-three  gentlemen, 
who  were  diftinguilhed  by  rank, 
fortune,  ability,  or  popularity, 
appointed  to  condudt  the  bufinefs. 
At  this  meeting,  as  well  as  at  fome 
of  thofe  which  fucceeded  in  other 
counties,  although  the  conduct  of 
miniffers  was  treated  with  little 
mercy  indeed ;  yet  it  was  fcarcely 
more  reprobated  than  that  of  the 
majorities  in  both  houfes.  The 
late  rejection  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  of  the  two  motions  of 
ceconomical  reform,  which  had 
been  made  on  the  7th  and  15th  of 
December,  was  an  objeft  of  much 
general  and  particular  cenfure.  It 
became  likewife  cuftomary  at  thofe 
meetings,  to  return  a  public  tri¬ 
bute  of  thanks  and  applaufe  to 
thofe  lords  and  gentlemen  in  both 
houfes,  who  had  attempted  to  Item 
the  refiftlefs  torrent  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war,  or  who  had  fmce  as  un- 
fuccefsfully  endeavoured  to  check 
or  reftrain  the  fuppofed  wafte  in 
the  public  expenditure. 

The  example  of  York  and  Mid- 
dlefex  was  loon  followed  by  the 
county  palatine  of  Chefter,  And 
in  a  pretty  clofe  fucceffion  of  time, 
by  the  counties  of  Herts,  Sulfex, 
Huntingdon,  Surry,  Cumberland, 
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Bedford,  Effex,  Somerfet,  Glou- 
cefter,  Wilts,  Dorfet,  Devon,  Nor¬ 
folk,  Berks,  Bucks,  Nottingham, 
Kent,  Northumberland,  -Suffolk, 
Hereford,  Cambridge,  and  Derby, 
nearly,  if  not  entirely,  in  the  order 
in  which  they  are  placed.  Hants 
had  agreed  upon  a  petition,  on  the 
fame  day  with  Middlefex.  The 
Welffi  counties  of  Denbigh,  Flint, 
and  Brecknock,  likewife  petition¬ 
ed,  as  did  the  cities  of  London, 
Weffminfter,  York,  Briffol,  Glou- 
ceffer,  and  Hereford,  with  the 
towns  of  Nottingham,  Reading, 
Cambridge,  Bridgewater,  and 
Newcaftle  upon  Tyne.  The  coun¬ 
ty  of  Northampton  declined  pe¬ 
titioning,  but  voted  refolutions, 
and  inffrudtions  to  their  reprefen- 
tatives,  upon  the  fame  ground, 
and  including  the  purport  of  the 
petitions,  as  a  previous  meafure. 

It  muff  not  be  fuppofed,  that  in 
all  thefe  counties  and  towns,  the 
fpirit  was  alike,  or  that  the  fam© 
unanimity  prevailed.  In  many, 
the  weight  of  property  appeared 
clearly  and  ftrongly  for  the  peti¬ 
tions.  In  others  it  was  more 
doubtful.  But  there  were  few,  in 
which  any  direct  or  fuccefsful  op¬ 
position  was  made  to  the  meafure. 
So  that,  explicitly  or  tacitly,  it 
might  be  confidered  as  agreeing 
tolerably  well  with  the  fenfe  of 
thofe  places. 

The  meafure  of  forming  com¬ 
mittees,  and  entering  into  affocia- 
tions,  was  a  great  ftumbling- block 
in  fome  of  the  counties.  Many 
who  were  heartily  difpofed  to  con¬ 
cur  in  reffraining  the  fuppofed  dan¬ 
gerous  influence  of  the  crown,  in 
procuring  a  reform  of  the  public 
expenditure,  and  in  reftoring  the 
independency  of  parliament,  by 
cutting  off  the  means  of  corrup¬ 
tion,  were,  however,  apprehenfive 
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of  evil,  and  even  of  danger  from  of  the  admiralty,  and  at  the  head 
thefe  meafures.  Affociations  and  likewife,  perfonally,  of  a  great 
committees  had  produced  fuch  re-  body  of  his  numerous  friends,  could 
cent  effects  in  America,  and  even  not  prevent  the  meafures  of  a  pa¬ 
in  Ireland,  that  the  very  terms  tition  and  a  committee,  from  being 
were  become  fufpicious.  The  carried  in  his  own  native  and 
friends  of  government  dexteroully  favourite  county ;  in  which  he  had 
applied  the  odium  or  terror  attend-  exerted  himfelf  with  his  known 
ing  thefe  words  to  all  the  purpofes  ability  in  this  fort  of  aftairs,  and 
of  which  they  were  capable  ;  and  with  all  the  influence  of  the 
many,  who  would  not  venture  di-  many  great  offices  he  had  held  for 
redly  to  encounter,  the  popular  rage  fo  many  years,  to  form  a  fecure  and 
lor  reformation,  or  openly  to  avow  fettled  intereH.  All  dired  oppo- 
that  they  were  the  friends  of  pub-  fition  being  fruitlefs,  endeavours 
lie  extravagance  or  corruption,  co-  were  ufed  to  obtain  protefls  ;  but 
vered  their  oppoiition  by  quarrel-  though  one  or  two  perfons  of  great 
ling  with  thefe  obnoxious  incorpo-  property  and  confequence  took  the 
rations.  The  counties  of  Suffolk,  lead  in  this  meafure,  it  was  not 
Northumberland,  Hereford,  and  attended  with  a  fuccefs  at  all  e- 
Derby,  where  the  oppofite  parties  qual  to  expedation.  Some  protefls 
were  pretty  equally  balanced,  ac-  were  figned  in  the  counties  of 
cordingly  appointed  no  commit-  Herts,  Huntingdon,  Norfolk, 
tees.  In  Kent,  where  the  popu-  Suffex,  and  Surry.  Thefe  pro¬ 
jar  fide  was  revalent,  a  moderat-  tefls  did  not  oppofe  (that  indeed 
ing  icheme  was  propofed.  To  this  could  fcarcely  be  done)  the  prayer 
the  friends  of  government,  along  of  the  petitions  ;  but  the  proteflors 
with  thofe  who  wifhed  for  redrefs,  were  of  opinion,  that  the  whole 
but  who  were  enemies  to  commit-  ought  to  be  left  to  the  diferetion  of 
tees,  and  did  not  approve  of  Hrong  parliament,  in  whofe  public  fpirit 
language,  jointly  adhered,  and  fo  and  integrity  they  thought  it  im- 
far  aded  as  one  party.  By  this  proper  to  exprefs,  particularly  at 
means,  two  petitions  for  redrefs  that  time,  any  fort  of  diHrufl. 
were  prefented  from  that  county  ;  The  petition  from  the  p  u  o  c 
and  while  a  committee  was  formed,  county  of  York  was  the  iet>* 
and  the  fcheme  of  aflociation  was  firfl  prefented,  and  was  introduced 
fully  adopted  by  the  majority,  a  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Sir 
very  numerous  and  confiderable  George  Saville ;  who,  notwith- 
party,  either  condemned  or  op-  Handing  the  preffure  of  a  heavy 
pofed  both  meafures..  cold  and  hoarfenefs,  accompanied 

The  members  of  adminiftration,  it  with  a  fpeech  of  confiderable 
and  men  in  office,  were  not  wholly  length.  Under  thefe  difadvan- 
deficient  in  their  endeavours  to  tages,  the  novelty  and  importance 
prevent  the  county  meetings.  But  of  the  fubjed,  and  perhaps  Hill 
they  were  generally  overborne  by  more,  the  charadler  of  that  emi- 
the  torrent.  Nothing  could  more  nent  and  revered  patriot,  produc- 
clearly  demonfirate  the  impetuofity  ed  fo  profound  an  attention,  H- 
of  the  fpirit  which  then  prevailed,  lence,  and  Hillnefs  in  every  part 
than  that  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  houfe.,  as  ferved  in  a  great 

meafure  - 
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meafure  to  remedy  the  occafional 
defedt. 

He  obferved,  that  he  had  the 
honour  to  reprefent  a  very  exten- 
five,  a  very  populous,  a  very  mer¬ 
cantile,  manufacturing,  and  a 
very  rich  county.  That,  in  Such 
a  county,  it  could  not  be  imagin¬ 
ed,  but  that  many  private  interefts 
might  be  made  objects  of  parlia¬ 
mentary  bounty  or  fupport,  if  ei¬ 
ther  the  represented,  or  represen¬ 
tatives,  like  fome  others,  were 
more  attentive  to  fuch  matters, 
than  to  the  great  concerns  of 
the  nation.  He  had,  however,  no 
private  petition  to  prefent,  or  bill 
to  bring  in  ;  although  in  fuch  a 
country  as  Yorkfhire  there  could 
be  no  lack  of  proper  objects  of  im¬ 
provement,  of  new  bridges,  roads, 
and  havens,  which  might  well  de- 
ferve  the  conlideration  of  the  le- 
giflature.  He  brought  a  petition, 
which  had  Swallowed  up  the  consi¬ 
deration  of  all  private  objects,  and 
Superceded  all  private  petitions. 
A  petition  Subscribed  by  eight 
thoufand  freeholders  and  upwards. 
The  people  had  heard,  that  a  re¬ 
gard  to  private  intereft,  in  that 
houfe,  was  a  great  enemy  to  the 
difcharge  of  public  duty.  They 
feel  Severely  the  prelfure  of  heavy 
taxes,  and  are  at  the  Same  time 
told,  that  the  money,  which  they 
can  So  ill  Spare,  is  wafted  profufely, 
not  only  without  its  producing  any 
good,  but  that  it  is  applied  to  the 
production  of  many  bad  effects. 

Thefe  things,  he  Said,  were  re¬ 
presented  calmly,  and  with  mode¬ 
ration.  Nothing  was  Said  of  the 
conduct  of  ministers  ;  it  might  have 
been  good,  or  it  might  have  been 
bad,  for  ought  that  appeared  in 
the  petition.  Never  Surely  were 
petitioners  to  parliament,  upon  any 


great  public  grievance,  more  cool 
and  difpaffionate.  They  confine 
themfelves.  Said  he,  to  one  objeCt, 
the  expenditure  of  the  public  mo¬ 
ney.  But  though  they  made  no 
ftriCtures  on  the  paft  management 
of  minifters,  he  could  not  in  can¬ 
dour  but  acknowledge,  that  it  was 
pretty  plainly  hinted  or  implied, 
that  thofe  who  had  hitherto  ma¬ 
naged  our  public  affairs  fo  badly, 
as  to  afford  ground  for  the  prefent 
complaint,  were  not  fitting  to  be 
longer  entrufted  with  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  fuch  important  concerns. 

He  called  upon  the  minister  to 
Speak  out  like  a  man,  and  to  de¬ 
clare,  vvh, ether  he  meant  to  coun¬ 
tenance  and  fupport  the  petition  or 
not.  Such  an  open  and  manly 
declaration  of  his  intentions  would 
Save  them  much  time  and  trouble, 
and  would  better  become  a  man  of 
his  quality  and  power,  than  any 
mean  arts  of  minifterial  juggling 
and  craft.  He  made  no  threats  ; 
that  petition  was  not  prefen  te-d  by 
men  with  Swords  and  mufkets.  It 
was  a  legal,  a  constitutional  pe¬ 
tition.  The  requeft  of  the  peti¬ 
tioners  was  fo  juft  and  reafonable, 
that  they  could  not  but  expeCt  it 
would  be  granted  ;  but  Should  it 
be  refufed — there  he  would  leave 
a  blank  ;  that  blank,  let  the  con¬ 
sciences,  let  the  feelings,  let  the 
reafon  of  minifters  Supply.  Par¬ 
tial  expedients  —  mock  enquiries, 
would  not  fatisfy.  The  univer¬ 
sality  of  the  Sentiments  on  this 
Subject,  he  Said,  was  no  contempt¬ 
ible  proof  of  their  juftnefs.  He 
wifhed  that  houfe  to  confider  from 
whom  that  petition  comes.  It  was 
firft  moved  in  a  meeting  of  fix  hun¬ 
dred  gentlemen,  and  upwards  ;  in 
the  hall  where  that  petition  was 
conceived,  there  was  more  pro- 
\  perty 
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perty  than  within  the  walls  of  that 
houfe.— He  then  threw  down,  with 
fome  vehemence,  upon  the  table, 
a  lift  of  the  gentlemen’s  names,  and 
continued  — *  But  they  are  not  to 
abandon  their  petition,  whatever 
may  be  its  fate  in  this  houfe  ;  there 
is  a  committee  appointed  to  cor¬ 
respond  on  the  fubjed  of  the  peti¬ 
tion  with  the  committees  of  other 
counties. — He  concluded  by  like- 
wife  throwing  on  the  table  a  lift 
of  the  names  of  the  committee. 

The  mxnifter  feemed  to  ftiew 
fome  degree  of  vexation  and  re- 
fentment  in  his  anfwer.  He  faid, 
that  the  honourable  gentleman 
needed  not  to  have  taken  fo  much 
pains  to  convince  the  houfe,  that 
the  petition  ought  to  be  received  ; 
nor  to  have  expatiated  on  fo  obvi¬ 
ous  a  truth,  as  that  no  man,  or  fet 
of  men,  would  dare  to  rejed  it. 
No  man  in  his  fenfes,  who  fat  in 
that  houfe,  could  be  ignorant,  that 
the  right  of  petitioning  belonged 
to  all  Britilh  fubjeds. — He  had 
Been  called  upon  to  declare,  whe¬ 
ther  he  would  oppofe  or  forward 
the  objed  of  the  petition.  The 
petition  was  now  before  the  houfe  ; 
it  had  been  read  ;  and  it  Should 
have  his  confent  to  lie  on  the  table 
lor  fome  time,  as  was  ufual  in  fuch 
cafes,  for  the  perufal  of  the  mem¬ 
bers.  The  houfe,  he  doubted  not, 
would  take  it  into  their  ferious 
eonfideration  ;  and  after  enquiring 
into  the  fads  alledged,  after  exa¬ 
mining  the  merits  of  the  caufe, 
they  would  freely  and  impartially 
decide,  according  to  the  beft  of 
their  judgment ;  and  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  confult  the  good  of 
the  petitioners,  without  loftng  fight 
of  that  of  the  country  in  general. 
A  petition  properly  introduced, 
would  always,  he  hoped,  in  that 
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houfe,  meet  with  a  fair  and  candid 
attention. 

With  refped  to  the  threats, 
which,  he  faid,  had  been  broadly 
hinted  by  the  honourable  gentle¬ 
man,  he  hoped  they  could  have  no 
influence  in  that  houfe,  nor  at  all 
afted  the  minds  of  the  judges, 
whether  on  one  way  or  the  other. 
He  had  been  threatened  with  un¬ 
known  but  Severe  confequences,  if 
he  Should  fo  much  as  delay  grant¬ 
ing  the  expeded  red  refs,  until  an 
enquiry  fhould  be  made  into  the 
exiftence,  nature,  and  extent,  of 
the  alledged  grievances.  Upon 
that,  he  muft  obferve,  that  the  pe¬ 
tition  muft  fuffer  no  fmall  dimi¬ 
nution  of  its  fuppofed  value,  juft- 
nefs,  and  importance,  from  its  be¬ 
ing  accompanied  by  a  prohibition 
of  all  enquiry  into  the  validity  of 
the  fads  on  which  it  was  pretend¬ 
ed  to  be  founded.  At  leaft  fufpi- 
cions  were  thrown  out,  that  any 
enquiry  which  might  be  under¬ 
taken,  would  be  with  ftnifter  and 
partial  views.  How  far  that  was 
fair  and  candid,  how  far  fuch  fup- 
pofitions,  in  a  cafe  of  that  kind, 
were  parliamentary,  he  fubmitted 
to  the  judgment  of  the  houfe. — 
He  concluded  by  informing  the 
houfe,  that  they  muft  not  confider 
his  proceeding  in  raiflng  the  ne- 
ceflary  fupplies  as  any  difrefped 
to  the  petition.  The  petition  was 
neither  formally  nor  virtually  ne¬ 
gatived,  although  the  confidera- 
tion  of  it  was  not  preferred  to  all 
other  buftnefs.  The  fupplies  had 
been  voted,  and  it  would  be  necef- 
fary,  without  much  longer  delay, 
to  enter  on  the  fubjed  of  ways  and 
means. 

Mr.  Fox  took  up  the  minifter’s 
fpeech,  with  that  fervour,  anima¬ 
tion,  energy,  and  feverity,  with 

which 
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which  he  always  adonifhes  and 
overpowers  his  hearers.  He  com¬ 
pared  his  prefent  language,  that 
the  confideration  of  the  petition 
might  very  fitly  be  podponed  to 
that  of  ways  and  means  for  raid¬ 
ing  the  fupplies,  with,  what  he 
called  the  generous  and  magna¬ 
nimous  admiration  of  miniilry, 
when  they  could  not  find  words 
fuiriciently  to  applaud  the  fpirited 
conduct  of  the  armed  affociations 
in  Ireland,  who  refufed  to  grant 
fupplies  for  more  than  one  half 
year,  until  their  grievances  fhould 
be  redreffed,  and  the  prayer  of 
their  petition  for  a  free  trade 
fhould  be  granted.  He  afked  if 
there  was  one  law  for  the  affocia- 
tions  in  Ireland,  and  another  for 
thofe  of  England?  No  1  there 
could  not.  The  noble  lord  was 
a  man  of  accuracy  and  confiden- 
cy.  He  mud  therefore  mean, 
whatever  may  have  fallen  from 
him  in  the  heat  and  hurry  of  de¬ 
bate,  that  the  affociations  in 
England,  in  imitation  of  thofe  in 
Ireland,  ought  to  grant  no  fup¬ 
plies,  until  their  petition  find  a 
proper  refpecl ;  until  its  prayer 
be  fully  granted. 

After  indulging  this  vein  of 
irony,  he  faid,  that  he  was  at  a 
lofs  to  conjecdure  the  threats, 
which  the  noble  lord  faid  had 
been  hinted  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  ;  thereby  intending  to 
fix  a  ftigma  on  the  prefent  and  on 
other  petitions.  The  people  arc 
not  in  arms,  they  do  not  menace 
civil  war.  The  nature  of  our 
conditution,  (and  it  is  undoubt- 
ly  one  of  its  highed  perfections) 
has  happily  endued  them  with  o- 
ther  powers  of  redrefs  befides 
arms.  They  have  legal,  condi¬ 
tional,  and  peaceable  means  of 


enforcing  their  petitions.  It  was 
to  thefe  means  the  honourable 
gentleman  alluded,  when  the  no¬ 
ble  lord  would  fuppofe  that  he 
threw  out  threats  of  another 
kind.  But  let  not,  faid  he,  the 
mild,  though  firm  voice  of  li¬ 
berty,  be  midaken  for  the  difma! 
and  difeordant  accents  of  blood 
and  daughter.  The  evil  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  pre- 
fages,  if  this  or  other  petitions 
are  fpurned  with  contempt  and 
infolence,  is  of  another,  though 
net  of  a  lefs  formidable  nature. 
The  people  will  lofe  all  confi¬ 
dence  in  their  reprefentatives,  all 
reverence  for  parliament.  Th# 
confequences  of  fuch  a  fituation 
need  not  be  pointed  out :  but  let 
not  the  contemplation  of  necefiary 
effecds  be  confidered  as  a  denun¬ 
ciation  of  vengance. 

He  could  not  imagine,  he  faid, 
that  any  objection  could  podibly 
be  made  to  the  petition.  But 
fome  perhaps  might  fay,  “  are 
we  fmners  above  all  that  went 
before  us,  like  thofe  on  whom  the 
Tower  of  Siloam  fell  ?  ”  Are  we 
more  corrupt  than  other  parlia¬ 
ments,  who  were  never  pedered 
with  petitions  of  this  kind  ?  No, 
faid  he,  I  don’t  fuppofe  you  are  ; 
but  though  former  parliament* 
were  as  bad  as  you,  and  you 
know  the  feverity  of  that  compa- 
rifon,  yet  the  people  did  rot 
know  it.  Now  they  feel  it  ;  they 
feel  the  preiTure  of  taxes  ;  and 
they  beg  you  would  not  lay  your 
hand  fo  heavily  upon  them,  but 
be  as  ceconomical  as  poflible  in  the 
expenditure  of  their  money.  Let 
the  minifters  grant  the  requefts  of 
the  people,  and  the  whole  glory 
of  fo  popular  a  compliance  will 
be  entirely  theirs.  Like  charity, 

it 
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it  will  cover  the  multitude  of  their 
pad  fins.  Ireland  has  given  them 
a  foretade  of  what  they  may  ex- 
ped.  Their  praifes  have  been 
founded  in  loud  drains  there*  for 
granting*  what  that  people  had 
made  good  for  themfelves  /by  their 
own  mufk.et5.-~He  would  put  the 
centrOverfy*  he  faid*  between  the 
miniltry  and  his  fide  of  the  houfe 
to  the  fame  iffue,  on  which  the 
wifed  of  kings  and  of  men  red¬ 
ed  the  determination  of  the  dif- 
pute  between  the  two  women* 
each  of  whom  claimed  the  living, 
and  difavowed  the  dead  child. 
We  fay  to  minifery,  you  mifapply 
the  public  money ;  nay,  you  do 
worfe,  you  apply  it  to  bad  pur- 
poies  :  —  Miniflry*  fay  to  us, 
you  want  our  places  ;  and  thus 
the  charge  of  corruption  is  given 
and  retorted.  But  the  time  is 
now  come  to  put  the  fincerity  of 
both  to  the  teft,  and  to  know, 
whole  child  corruption  really  is  : 
we  challenge  miniders  to  the  tri¬ 
al  ;  we  call  upon  them  publickly* 
and  drenuoufly  urge  them,  to  fa- 
crifice  that  difclaimed,  but  evi¬ 
dently  dear  and  favoured  child. 
If  they  refufe  to  abide  by  this 
ted,  no  doubt  can  remain  as  to 
the  parentage. 

There  was  little  debate  at  the 
times  of  prefenting  the  other  pe¬ 
titions,  which  followed  this  lead¬ 
ing  petition  very  fad. 

In  two  days  after  a  petition 
from  the  principal  merchants, 
planters,  and  others,  interefted 
in  the  ifland  of  jamacia,  was  pre¬ 
fen  ted  to  the  houfe.  In  a  drong 
and  unufually  vehement  dyle  of 
complaint,  they  date  the  negled 
of  protedion  to  that  ifland,  and 
the  imminent  dangers  therefrom 
arifmg.  At  the  fame  time  that 


they  reprefent,  that  the  tempo* 
rary  fafety  which  it  had  hitherto 
enjoyed,  proceeded  merely  from 
the  diredion  of  the  enemy’s  force 
to  other  objeds,  and  not  to  any 
intrinfic  means  of  defence  provid¬ 
ed  by  his  majedy’s  miniilers,  they 
freely  declare  their  opinion,  that 
the  fafety  of  fuch  a  poffeffion 
ought  not  to  have  been  commit¬ 
ted  to  chance.  They  farther  re¬ 
prefent,  that  the  ifland  of  Jama¬ 
ica  is  not  inferior  in  value  to  any 
of  the  dependencies  of  Great 
Britain  ;  that  a  great  part  even 
of  what  appears  to  be  the  interior 
wealth  of  Great  Britain  itfelf,  is, 
in  reality,  the  wealth  of  Jamaica, 
which  is  fo  intimately  interwoven 
with  the  internal  intered  of  this 
kingdom,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to 
didinguifh  them  ;  that  a  great 
part  of  the  trade  and  navigation, 
a  large  proportion  of  the  revenue, 
and  very  much  of  the  mercantile 
and  the  national  credit,  and  of 
the  value  of  the  landed  intered, 
depend  immediately  on  its  pre- 
fervation  ;  *  that  its  defence  is 
therefore  an  objed  as  important 
to  Great  Britain,  as  any  part  of 
Great  Britain  itfelf  ;  and  that  it 
is  an  objed  to  be  provided  for 
with  dill  greater  care  and  fore- 
fight,  bccaufe  its  natural  means 
of  home  defence  are  infinitely  lefs 
confiderable. 

The  petitioners  declare,  that, 
confcious  of  their  invariable  loy¬ 
alty  to  the  crown,  and  their  un¬ 
bounded  attachment  to  the  prof- 
perity  of  the  whole  empire,  they 
are  not  able  to  conjedure  for  what 
offence,  real  or  pretended,  they 
have  fo  long  been  put  under  this 
profeription  ;  if  they  had  been 
adive  by  fadious  clamours,  or 
delufive  reprefentations*  by  con¬ 
cealing 
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cealing  true,  or  fuggeding  falfe 
information,  in  betraying  their 
fovereign  and  their  country  into 
war,  they  might  have  the  lefs 
reafon  to  complain  of  the  neg- 
leCt  by  which  they  have  buffered 
l'o  many  didreffes,  and  have  been 
expol'ed  to  lo  many  dangers  ;  but 
it  was  in  the  recollection,  they 
faid,  of  the  houfe,  that,  at  an 
early  period  of  the  prefent  un¬ 
happy  troubles,  the  body  of  the 
Well  India  planters  and  merch¬ 
ants  did  humbly  date  their  ap- 
prebenlions  to  parliament,  and 
deprecated  the  unhappy  rneafures 
which  were  then  taken ;  it  was 
the  misfortune  of  the  public,  as 
well  as  theirs,  that  no  attention 
was  then  paid  to  their  humble 
prayers,  and  that  their  mod  du¬ 
tiful  reprefentations  were  totally 
negleCted. 

They  proceed  to  date  a  num¬ 
ber  of  fads  and  arguments  to 
ihevv,  that  they  did  not  defer ve  to 
be  thus  abandoned,  through  any 
failure  on  their  fide,  in  not  hav¬ 
ing  purchafed  for  a  valuable  con- 
fideration  the  protection  of  the 
date.  On  that  ground  they  ob- 
ferve,  that  befides  their'  trade 
being  almod  wholly  confined  to 
the  mother  country,  and  the  ge¬ 
neral  reiidence  of  both  planters 
and  merchants  there,  and  the 
produce  of  their  edates  being  as 
largely  taxed  in  Great  Britain  to 
the  common  fupport  as  that  of 
any  others,  they  endured  other 
great  and  heavy  burthens,  pecu¬ 
liar  only  to  themfelves.  The  af- 
fembly  of  Jamaica  had,  beyond 
any  former  example  of  liberality, 
and  far  beyond  their  abilities, 
laid  dedruCtive  impofitions  on 
their  edates  and  property  within 
the  illand  ;  vad,  burthenlome,  and 


even  ruinous  perfonal  fervices, 
were  chearfully  given  ;  and  thus, 
under  the  double  weight  of  taxes 
and  impofitions  in  England  and 
in  Jamacia  ;  under  heavy  perfo¬ 
nal  fervice  in  the  latter  ;  and 
under  all  the  fatal,  though  not 
unforefeen  confequences,  of  the 
feparation  from  North  America ; 
they  had  been  farther  induced,  on 
fuggedions  from  friends  of  go¬ 
vernment,  to  refort  in  their  indi¬ 
vidual  characters  to  their  almod 
exhauded  purfes,  and  had  actual¬ 
ly  made  a  large  private  fobfcrip- 
tion  for  their  own  defence.  They 
appeal  to  a  number  of  faCts  and 
dates,  to  fnew  their  repeated  ap¬ 
plications  and  ineffectual  remon- 
drances,  down  from  the  year 
l77 3,  to  government;  and  ag¬ 
gravate  the  negleCt  or  refufal  of 
defence,  by  the  declaration  of 
the  fecretary  at  war,  that  his 
majedy  then  commanded  more 
numerous  forces  by  fea  and  land, 
than  the  mod  formidable  monarch 
of  the  world  had  under  his  or¬ 
ders,  when  his  power  alarmed  all 
Europe  ;  they  feel,  that  they  are 
amongd  thofe  who  are  taxed  for 
the  maintenance  of  an  army  of 
upwards  of  70,000  men  in  North 
America  ;  and  they  prefume, 
that  the  fuppredion  of  no  rebel¬ 
lion  whatever  can  be  a  more 
near  and  urgent  concern  of  any 
government,  than  the  prote&ioa 
of  its  loyal  and  ufeful  fubjeCts. 
They  conclude,  by  claiming  pro¬ 
tection  as  their  undoubted  right ; 
and  declare,  that  they  look  back 
with  horror  at  thofe  dangers, 
from  which,  by  the  foie  difpenfa- 
tion  of  the  divine  providence, 
they ’have  vefcaped,  ,whilft  fundry 
of  their  fellow-fubjeCts  are  now 
obliged  to  prodrate  themfelves  at 
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the  foot  of  the  throne  of  the 
French  king,  and  to  implore  the 
mercy  of  that  monarch,  inftead 
of  the  protection  of  their  natural 
fovereign. 

This  long  petition,  which  hat¬ 
ed  fads  with  fo  little  manage¬ 
ment,  was  fubfcribed  by  75  of 
the  principal  planters,  merchants, 
or  others,  who  were  immediately 
interefted  in  the  iiland  of  Jamaica. 
It  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Pennant, 
who  in  his  introductory  fpeech, 
among  a  number  of  pointed 
charges,  of  negleCt,  fupinenefs, 
or  indifference,  on  the  fide  or  the 
miniftry,  di  reCtl  y  charged  the  no¬ 
ble  lord  at  the  head  of  affairs 
with  paying  fo  little  attention  to 
the  reprefentations  of  its  danger 
made  by  the  governor  and  coun¬ 
cil  of  that  invaluable  iiland,  that 
he  had  openly  confeffed  in  that 
houfe  that  he  had  never  read  them. 
A  declaration,  he  faid,  for  which 
the  noble  lord  deferved  to  be  im¬ 
peached. 

Both  the  miniffer,  and  the  no¬ 
ble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  department,  took  iome  part 
In  the  fubfequent  debate  ;  but  as 
the  matter  was  more  fully  enter¬ 
ed  into,  on  Lord  Rockingham’s 
motion,  upon  the  fame  fubjeCt, 
In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  we  fliall 
defer  our  recital  to  that  occa- 
iion.  A  fort  of  a  prcteff,  againff 
the  petition,  ligned  by  about  40 
names,  afforded  room  for  forne 
fircafm,  and  even  ridicule,  in 
both  houfes.  It  was  obferved  on 
that  fubjeCt,  that  the  favourite 
contractor,  and  the  keeper  of  the 
convicts,  on  board  the  hulks  at 
Woolwich,  were  the  principals 
in  that  production  ;  and  that  the 
generality  of  the  other  fubferi- 
bers,  inftead  of  coming  under  the 


defeription  of  planters  or  merch¬ 
ants,  were  either  men  of  no  name 
any  where,  or  were  poffeffed  of 
no  property  of  any  confequence 
in  the  iiland  of  Jamaica.  After 
a  ftrange  fort  of  a  loofe  ftraggling 
debate,  interrupted  by  fome  un- 
ufual  noife  and  clamour,  it  was 
at  length  agreed,  that  the  petition 
Ihould  lie  upon  the  table. 

It  was  on  the  fame  „  , 
day,  that  Mr.  Burke,  e0*  !It"* 
purfuant  to  the  notice  which  he 


had  given  before  the  recefs,  pre¬ 
fented  his  plan  <f  For  the  better 
fecurity  of  the  independence  of 
parliament,  and  the  ceeonomical 
reformation  of  the  civil  and  other 
eftablifhments.”  As  the  celebra¬ 
ted  fpeech  with  which  he  in¬ 
troduced  and  fupported  his  plan 
has  been  publilhed  by  authority, 
has  gone  through  feveral  editions, 
and  muff  have  been  feen  by  moll 
of  our  readers,  we  fhall  only 
touch  upon  thofe  leading  fea¬ 
tures,  or  outlines  of  the  fubjeCt, 
from  which  fome  general  but 
comprehenffve  ideas  of  its  delign 
and  objeCts  may  be  formed. 

He  laid  down  the  following 
general  principles,  as  containing 
thofe  fundamental  rules,  by  which 
he  was  determined  to  raife  his 
fuperffruCture  of  reform. 

That  all  jurifdiCtions  which 
furnilh  more  matter  of  expence, 
more  temptation  to  oppreffion,  or 
more  means  and  inftruments  of 
corrupt  influence,  .  than  advan¬ 
tage  to  juftice,  or  political  ad- 
miniffration,  ought  to  be  abo- 
lilhed. 

That  all  public  effates  which 
are  more  fubfervient  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  vexing,  overawing,  and 
influencing,  thofe  who  hold  un¬ 
der  thera^  and  to  the  expence  of 
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perception  and  management,  than 
©f  benefit  to  the  revenue,  ought, 
upon  every  principle,  both  of  re¬ 
venue,  and  of  freedom,  to  be 
difpofed  of. 

That  all  offices  which  bring 
more  charge  than  proportional 
advantage  to  the  flate  ;  that  all 
offices  which  may  be  ingrafted  on 
others,  uniting  and  fiinplifying 
their  duties,  ought,  in  the  fir  ft 
cafe,  to  be  taken  away  ;  and  in 
the  fecond  to  be  confolida- 
ted. 

That  all  fuch  offices  ought  to 
be  abolifhed,  as  obftrudt  the  prof- 
pedt  of  the  general  fuperinten- 
dant  of  finance  ;  which  deftroy 
his  fuperintendency  ;  which  dil- 
able  him  from  forefeeing  and  pro¬ 
viding  fbr  charges  as  they  may 
occur  ;  from  preventing  expence 
in  its  origin,  checking  it  in  its 
progrefs,  or  fecuring  its  applica¬ 
tion  to  its  proper  purpofes.  A 
minifter  under  whom  expences  can 
be  made  without  his  knowledge, 
can  never  fay  what  it  is  that  he 
can  fpend,  or  what  it  is  that  he 
can  fave. 

That  it  is  proper  to  eftablifh  an 
invariable  order  in  all  payments  ; 
which  will  prevent  partiality ; 
which  will  give  preference  to  ler- 
vices,  not  according  to  the  im¬ 
portunity  of  the  demandant,  but 
the  rank  and  order  of  their  uti¬ 
lity  or  their  juftice. 

That  it  is  right  to  reduce  every 
eftabliihment,  and  every  part  of 
an  eftablifhment  (as  nearly  as 
pofiible)  to  certainty,  the  life  of 
all  order  and  good  management. 

And  laftly,  that  all  fubordinate 
treafuries,  as  the  nurferies  of 
inifmanagement,  and,  as  natu¬ 
rally  drawing  to  themfelves  as 
much  money  as  they  can,  keep- 
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ing  it  as  long  as  they  can,  and 
accounting  for  it  as  late  as  they 
can,  ought  to  be  diffolved.  They 
have  a  tendency  to  perplex  and 
diftradt  the  public  accounts,  and 
to  excite  a  fufpicion  of  govern¬ 
ment,  even  beyond  the  extent  of 
their  abufe. 

To  thefe  principles  or  rules  of 
internal  government  and  finance, 
we  ihail  add,  as  a  farther  illuftra- 
tion  of  the  fubjedl,  and  for  the 
better  comprehending  the  nature 
of'  this  fcherne  of  reform,  the 
ftatement  of  its  end  and  objedt, 
and  of  the  limits  which  the  au¬ 
thor  affigned  to  himfelf,  as  drawn 
from  Mr.  Burke’s  introdudlory 
fpeech  previous  to  the  recefs. 

Pie  intended,  he  faid,  a  regu¬ 
lation,  fubftantial  as  far  as  it 
went.  It  would  give  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  fervice  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  a  year.  It  would 
cut  off  a  quantity  of  influence 
equal  to  the  places  of  fifty  mem¬ 
bers  of  parliament.  Pie  relied 
more  on  a  plan  for  removing  the 
?nsans  of  corruption,  than  upGn 
any  devices  which  might  be  ufed 
to  prevent  its  operation ,  where 
thefe  means  were  fuffered  to  ex- 
ift.  Take  away,  faid  he,  the 
means  of  influence,  and  you  ren¬ 
der  difqualifications  unneceffary. 
Leave  them,  and  no  difqualifica- 
tion  can  ever  wholly  prevent 
their  operation  on  parliament.— 
His  plan,  he  obferved,  flood  in 
the  way  of  no  other  reformation  : 
but,  on  the  contrary,  it  tended 
exceedingly  to  forward  all  ration¬ 
al  attempts  towards  that  great  end. 
It  certainly  could  not  make  a  care- 
Jefs  minifter  an  ceconomiit.  But  the 
beft  minifter  would  find  the  ufe  of 
it ;  arid  it  would  be  no  fmall  check 
on  the  worft.  P'or  its  main  pur- 
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pole  was  to  corred  the  prefent 
prodigal  confiitudon  of  the  civil 
executive  government  of  this 
kingdom  ;  and  onlefs  that  was 
done,  he  was  fatisfied  no  minif- 
ter  whatever  could  poifibly  intro¬ 
duce  the  bed  eeconomy  into  the 
adminiflration  of  it. 

With  refped  to  his  affigned  li¬ 
mits  ;  the  fir  ft,  he  faid,  we 
found  in  the  rules  of  jufdce.  And 
therefore,  he  did  not  propofe  to 
touch  what  any  private  man  held 
by  a  legal  tenure.— The  fecond 
limit  was  in  the  rules  of  equity 
and  mercy.  Where  offices  might 
be  fuppreffed,  which  formed  the 
whole  maintenance  of  innocent 
people,  it  would  be  hard,  faid 
lie,  44  and  hardihip  is  a  kind  of 
44  injuftice,  that  they  who  were 
44  decoyed  into  particular  fitua- 
44  tioris  of  life,  by  our  fault, 
*e  Ihould  be  made  the  facrifice  of 
44  our  penitence.  I  do  not  mean 
**  to  ftarve  fuch  people,  becaufe 
44  we  have  been  prodigal  in  our 
44  elfeblilhmentsT  The  remo¬ 
vals,  he  faid,  would  fall  almoft 
wholly  on  thcfe  ,  who  held  offices 
by  a  tenure,  in  which  they  -were 
liable  to  be,  and  frequently  were, 
removed  merely  for  accommoda- 
ing  the  arrangements  of  adrai- 
niilration  ;  and  furely  the  ac¬ 
commodation  of  the  public,  in  a 
great  cafe  like  the  prefent,  was 
full  as  material  a  caufe  for  their 
removal,  as  the  convenience  of 
any  adminiflration,  or  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  any  minifter. 

The  third  fort  of  limits,  he  faid, 
were  to  be  found  in  the  fervice  of 
the  hate.  No  one  employment, 
really  and  fubftantially  ufeful  to 
the  public,  and  which  might 
not  very  well  be  otherwife  fup- 
plied,  was  to  be  retrenched,  or 
to  be  diminifhed  in  its  lawful  and 


cuftomary  emoluments.  To  cut 
off  fuch  fervice,  or  fuch  reward, 
was  what  he  conceived  neither 
politic  nor  rational  in  any  fenfe. 
—The  fourth  of  his  limits  was, 
that  the  fund  for  the  reward  of 
fervice  or  merit  was  to  be  left 
of  fufficient  folidity  for  its  pro¬ 
bable  purpofes.  —  And  the  laft, 
that  the  crown  Ihould  be  left  an 
ample  and  liberal  provifion  for 
perfonal  fatisfadion ;  and  for  as 
much  of  magnificence,  as  was 
fuitable  with  the  burthened  hate 
of  this  country. 

He  had  before  obferved,  that 
the  whole  of  our  grievances  were 
owing  to  the  fatal  and  overgrown 
influence  of  the  crown  ;  and  that 
influence  itfelf  to  our  enormous 
prodigality.  That  they  moved 
in  a  circle  ;  they  became  recipro¬ 
cally  caufe  and  effed  ;  and  the 
aggregate  produd  of  both  was 
fwelled  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  not 
only  our  power  as  a  flate,  but 
every  vital  energy,  every  adive 
principal  of  our  liberty,  would 
be  overlaid  by  it.  He  knew  that 
influence  was  thought  neceffary 
for  government.  Poffiblv,  in 
feme  degree  it  might.  But  he 
declared  that  it  was  for  the  fake 
of  government,  for  the  fake  of 
reftoring  to  it  that  reverence, 
which  was  its  foundation,  that  he 
wiihed  to  reflrain  the  exorbitance 
of  its  influence.  Is  not  every 
one  fenfible  how  much  that  in¬ 
fluence  is  railed  ?  Is  not  every 
one  fenfible  how  much  autho¬ 
rity  is  funk  ?  The  reafon, 
he  faid,  was  perfedly  evident. 
Government  ought  to  have  fuf¬ 
ficient  force  for  its  fundions  ; 
but  it  ought  to  have  no  more.  It 
ought  not  to  have  force  enough 
to  fupport  itfelf  in  the  negled, 
or  in  the  abufe  of  them,  Jf  it 
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lias,  they  mud:  be,  as  they  are, 
abul'ed  and  negleded;  Men  will 
throw  themfelves  on  their  power 
for  a  j ulHhcation  of  their  want  of 
order,  vigilance,  forefight,  and 
all  the  virtues,  and  all  the  quali¬ 
fications  of  a  ilatefman.  The 
minider  may  exid,  but  the  govern¬ 
ment  is  gone. 

As  the  whole  of  this  compre¬ 
hensive  fcheme  of  reform,  was  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  five  bills  which  were 
propofed  by  its  author,  a  recital 
of  their  titles  will  afford  fome 
general  idea  of  the  principal  ob¬ 
jects  to  which  it  was  diredted. — 
The  fird  was  entitled  <f  A  bill, 
“  for  the  better  regulation  of 
his  majedy’s  civil  edablifh- 
ments,  and  of  certain  public 
((  offices ;  for  the  limitation  of 
*£  peniions,  and  the  fuppreffion 
“  of  fundry  ufelefs,  expenfive, 
“  and  inconvenient  places  ;  and 
“  for  applying  the  monies  faved 
tc  thereby  to  the  public  fervice. ^ 
The  fecond,  **  A  bill  for  the 
“  fale  of  the  fored  and  other 
“  crown  lands,  rents,  and  here- 
“  ditaments,  with  certain  excep- 
“  tions  ;  and  for  applying  the 
“  produce  thereof  to  the  public 
fervice  ;  and  for  fecuring,  af- 
‘c  ceitaining,  and  fatisfying,  te- 
“  nant-rights,  and  common  and 
*£  other  rights.” 

Third,  “  A  bill  for  the  more 
t(  perfectly  uniting  to  the  crown 
“  the  principality  of  Wales,  and 
“  the  county  palatine  of  Cheder, 
and  for  the  more  commodious 
rc  adminidration  of  judice  within 
ge  the  fame  ;  as  alio,  for  abo- 
“  liihing  certain  offices  now  ap- 
pertaining  thereto;  for  quiet- 
“  ing  dormant  claims,  afcertain- 
ct  ing  and  fecuring  tenant-rights, 
“  and  for  the  fale  of  fcred  lands, 
Vol.  XXIII. 


“  and  other  lands,  tenements, 
<f  and  hereditaments,  held  by  his 
“  inajedy  in  right  of  the  faid 
<c  principality,  or  county  pala- 
<c  tine  of  Cheder,  and  for  ap- 
“  plying  the  produce  thereof  to 
<e  the  public  fervice.” 

Fourth,  A  bill  for  uniting  to 
t(  the  crown  the  duchy  and  court - 
(t  ty  palatine  of  Lancader ;  for 
<c  the  fuppreffion  of  unneceffary 
<c  offices,  now  belonging  thereto; 
ff  for  the  afcertainment  and  fecu- 
“  rity  of  tenant  and  other  rights  ; 

and  for  the  fale  of  all  rents, 
ff  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
“  ments,  and  foreds,  within  the 
“  faid  duchy  and  county  palatine, 
<(  or  either  of  them  ;  and  for 
“  applying  the  produce  thereof 
“  to  the  public  fervice.” 

And  fifthly,  “  A  bill  for  uriit- 
te  ing  the  duchy  of  Cornwall  to 
the  crown  ;  for  the  fuppreffion 
<c  of  certain  unneceffary  offices 
£f  now  belonging  thereto  ;  for 
“  the  afcertainment  and  fecuritv 
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of  tenant  and  other  rights  ; 
and  for  the  fale  of  certain. 
<c  rents,  lands,  and  tenements, 
e(  within  or  belonging  to  the  faid 
**  duchy  ;  and  for  applying  the 
££  produce  thereof  to  the  public 
fervice.” 

On  this  fubjedt,  beddes  dis¬ 
playing:  the  mod  intimate  and 
comprehenfive  knowledge  of  the 
origin,  hidory,  nature,  govern¬ 
ment,  and  date  of  thofe  various 
jmifdidions,  as  well  as  of  their 
refpedtive  edabiifhments,  and  of 
the  numerous  intereds  which  were 
affected  by  or  connected  with 
them,  (for  all  of  which  he  pro¬ 
pofed  to  provide,  either  equita¬ 
ble  and  liberal  compenfations,  or 
perfect  indemnification  and  reme¬ 
dy,)  his  fertile  genius  drew  fuch 
[Gj  _  materials 
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materials  from  ground  which  Teem¬ 
ed  fufiiciently  barren,  as  enabled 
him  to  combine  the  beauties  of 
defcriptive  poetry,  with  the  clear¬ 
ed;  ftatement  of  fads,  and  with  all 
the  powers  of  argument. 

He  commenced  his  reform  with 
the  royal  houfehold  ;  an  eftablifh- 
ment  which  he  confidered  as  ex¬ 
ceedingly  abufive  in  its  confuta¬ 
tion.  He  {hewed  that  it  was 
formed  upon  manners  and  cuftoms, 
which  had  long  fince  expired ; 
and  in  many  refpeds  upon  feudal 
principles.  He  Hated  that  man¬ 
ners  and  modes  of  living  had  to¬ 
tally  changed ;  that  royalty  it- 
felf,  as  well  as  private  men,  was 
obliged  to  give  way  to  the  pre¬ 
valence  of  that  change  $  blit  with 
this  very  material  difference,  that 
private-men  had  got  rid  of  their 
antient  eftablifhinents  along  with 
the  reafons  of  them ;  whereas  the 
royal  houfehold  ha§  loft  ail  that 
was  {lately  and  veherable  in  the 
antique  manners,  without  re¬ 
trenching  any  thing  of  the  cum¬ 
brous  charge  of  a  gothic  eftablifh- 
ment.  But  when  the  reafon  of 
old  eftabliihments  was  gone,  it 
was  abfurd  to  preferve  nothing 
but  the  burthen  of  them.  He 
treated  feveral  parts  of  this  fub- 
je&  with  infinite  humour  ;  and  by 
throwing  them  into  various  (hades 
of  ridicule,  increaled  the  difplay 
of  their  abfurdity. 

His  fcheme  of  reduCiion  went 
In  the  whole  to  the  following  parts 
—To  the  treafufer,  the  comp¬ 
troller,  and  the  cofferer  of  the 
houfehold ;  the  treafurer  of  the 
chamber,  the  mailer  of  the  houfe¬ 
hold  ;  the  whole  board  of  green- 
cloth }  and  a  vail  number  of  fubor¬ 
dinate  offices  in  the  department  of 
the  fteward  of  the  houfehold  ;  to 
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the  whole  eftablifhment  of  the 
great  wardrobe,  the  removing 
wardrobe,  the  jewel  office,  the 
robes  ;  the  board  of  works  ;  and 
took  away  almoft  the  whole  charge 
of  the  civil  branch  of  the  board  of 
ordnance.  All  thefe  arrange¬ 
ments  taken  together,  he  laid* 
would  be  found  to  relieve  the  na¬ 
tion  from  a  vafl  weight  of  in¬ 
fluence  ;  and  that  fo  far  from  dif- 
treffing,  that  it  would  rather  for¬ 
ward  every  public  fervice. 

His  plan  likevvife  extended  to 
the  deftruCtion  of  fubordinate 
treasuries,  and  of  courfe  to  the 
two  treafuries,  or  pay-offices,  of 
the  army  and  navy.  He  propof- 
ed,  that  thefe  offices  lhouid  be 
no  longer  banks  or  treafuries  ;  but 
mere  offices  of  adminiji ration  ;  and 
that  all  money  which  was  for¬ 
merly  imprefted  to  them,  lhouid 
in  future  be  imprefted  to  the  bank 
of  England.  He  would  likewife 
have  the  buflnefs  of  the  mint,  ex¬ 
cepting  what  related  to  it  as  a 
manufactory,  transferred  to  that 
great  corporation.  The  plan 
went  to  the  total  removal  of  the 
fubordinate  treafury,  and  office, 
of  the  paymafter  of  the  penfions ; 
the  payments  being  in  future  to 
be  made  by  the  exchequer ;  the 
great  patent  offices  of  the  exche  ¬ 
quer  to  be  reduced  to  fixed  fala- 
ries,  as  the  prefen t  lives  and  re- 
verfions  ihouid  fuccefllvely  fall ; 
the  feveral  places  of  keepers  of 
the  flag  hounds,  buck  hounds, 
fox  hounds,  and  harriers,  to  be 
totally  abolifhed.  He  alfo  pro- 
pofed  to  reform  the  new  office  of 
third  fecretary  of  ftate  commonly 
called  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  co¬ 
lonies  ;  the  fabrication  of  which, 
like  that  of  all  other  Jate  arrange¬ 
ments,  he  confidered  merely  as  a 

job. 
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job,  the  two  antient  Secretaries 
being  luppofed  now*  as  hereto¬ 
fore,  fully  competent  to  the  whole 
of  the  public  biiftnefs.  He  con¬ 
cluded  his  plan  of  reduction  by 
proposing  the  total  annihilation  of 
the  board  of  trade,  as  an  office 
totally  ufelefs,  anfwering  none  of 
its  avowed  or  fuppofed  purpofes, 
and  ferving  merely  to  provide 
eight  members  for  parliament, 
and  thereby  to  retain  their  fer- 
vices.  We  Should  alfo  obferve, 
that  he  propofed  a  limitation  of 
penfions  to  60,000  I.  a  year  ;  but 
he  did  not  propofe  to  take  away 
any  man’s  prefent  penfion,  and 
thought  it  more  prudent  in  that 
refpedt  not  to  adhere  to  the  letter 
of  the  petitions. 

To  this  plan  of  reduction  he 
fubjoined  a  plan  of  arrangement. 
This  he  profefied  to  be  his  fa¬ 
vourite  part  of  the  fcheme,  as  he 
conceived  it  would  effectually  pre¬ 
vent  all  prodigality  in  the  civil 
list  in  future.  He  propofed  to 
eSlabliSh  a  fixed  and  invariable  or¬ 
der  in  all  payments,  from  which 
the  firft  lord  of  the  treafury  Should 
not  be  permitted  upon  any  pre¬ 
tence  whatever  to  deviate.  For 
this  purpofe,  he  divided  the  ci¬ 
vil  list  payments  into  nine  claSles, 
putting  each  clafs  forward  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  importance  or  juSlice 
of  the  demand,  or  to  the  inabi¬ 
lity  of  the  perfons  intitled  to  en¬ 
force  their  pretenfions.  In  the 
firft  of  thefe  claSTes  were  placed 
the  judges  ;  the  ministers  to  fo¬ 
reign  courts  in  the  Second  ;  trades¬ 
men,  who  fupplied  the  crown,  in 
the  third  ;  domestic  Servants  of 
the  king,  and  all  perfons  in  effi¬ 
cient  offices,  whofe  falaries  did  not 
exceed  200 1.  a  year,  in  the  fourth  ; 
the  penSions  and  allowances  of  the 
royal  family,  comprehending  cf 


courfe  the  queen,  together  with 
the  Stated  allowance  of  the  privy 
purfe,  compofed  the  fifth  clafs. 
The  fixth  took  in  thofe  efficient 
offices  of  duty,  whofe  falaries 
might  exceed  two  hundred  pounds 
a  year ;  the  whole  penfion  lift  was 
included  in  the  feventh  ;  the  offi¬ 
ces  of  honour  about  the  king  in 
the  eighth  ;  and  in  the  ninth,  the 
falaries  and  penfions  of  the  iirlt 
lord  of  the  treafury  himfelf,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and 
the  other  commiffioners  of  that 
department.  To  thefe  arrange¬ 
ments  were  added  fome  regula¬ 
tions,  which  would  for  ever  have 
prevented  any  civil  lift  debt  from 
again  coming  on  the  public. 

No  fmali  ufe  was  made  in  this 
fpeech  of  the  ceconomical  reform, 
which  Mr.  Necker  had  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  French  finances, 
and  the  great  effects  which  it 
had  already  produced,  both  as  an 
example  and  ground  of  argu¬ 
ment,  for  adopting  Mr.  Burke’s 
fyftem. 

Such  was  the  nature  and  deSiga 
of  this  celebrated  plan  of  reform, 
which  took  up  the  largeft  part 
cf  this  very  long  feffion.  During 
a  long  fpeech  of  more  than  three 
hours,  every  fide  cf  the  Houfe 
Shewed  equal  marks  of  the  moll 
profound  attention.  Men  of  all 
parties,  however  many  of  them 
might  afterwards  oppoi'e,  of  dis¬ 
approve  of  Mr.  Burke’s  Syftem, 
could  not  for  the  prelent  refrain 
from  bellowing  their  applaufe. 
Nor  were  his  opponents  in  par¬ 
liament  by  any  means  backward 
in  declaring  their  admiration,  of 
that  amazing  fund  of  knowledge, 
with  refpedt  to  every  fubjecl  of 
conftitutional  right,  of  foreign  po¬ 
licy,  of  domellic  or  colonial  go¬ 
vernment,  and  of  relative  or  ge- 
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which  that  gentleman  had  upon 
^he  prefent  as  well  as  former  occa¬ 
sions,,  given  fuch  eminent  proofs. 

The  minider  felt  that  the  Houfe 
was  much  druck  and  affedled 
with  what  they  had  heard.  He 
knew  that  the  public  loudly  called 
for  feme  plan  of  reform  ;  and  one 
now  appeared,  which  it  would  be 
highly  dangerous  to  try  the  ex¬ 
periment  of  reje&ing  on  the  fird 
propofal.  He  therefore  agreed  to 
admit  the  quedion  on  the  fird 
motion.  He,  who  is  ufually  can¬ 
did  and  liberal  in  his  manner  of 
treating  his  adverfaries  ;  and  be¬ 
ing  a  man  of  great  abilities  and 
eloquence,  feems  pleafed  with  ta¬ 
lents,  even  when  they  prefs  hard 
upon  himfelf ;  now  paffed  the 
higheft  encomiums  on  the  author 
of  the  plan.  He  likewife  allured 
the  Houfe,  that  no  member  in  it 
was  more  afealonS  for  the  eda- 
blidiment  of  a  permanent  fydern 
of  ('economy  than  he  was  him¬ 
felf.  But,  that  beiides  the  fuh- 
jedts  of  the  prefent  being  fo  nu¬ 
merous  and  various  as  to  require 
fome  time  for  eomprehenfion,  fome 
of  them  likewife  afFeCied  the 
king’s  patrimonial  income,  on 
which  account,  he  thought  the 
permiffipn  of  the  crown  fhould  be 
fird  obtained  before  they  proceed¬ 
ed  on  them.  On  this  ground  he 
propofed  to  podpone  the  three 
bills  which  related  to  the  crown 
lands,  and  to  the  uniting  the 
principality  of  Wales,  the  county 
palatine  of  Cheder,  with  the 
duchy  and  county  palatine  of 
Lancalier,  to  the  crown.  Al¬ 
though  this  diiiin&ion  was  ftrong- 
ly  controverted  ;  yet,  when  it 
was  infilled  on  as  a  point  of  de¬ 
corum  only,  it  was  agreed  to 


polipone  the  bills  to  a  future  datf. 
In  three  d*ys  after,  they  were, 
however,  brought  in  without  op- 
pofition.  The  lad  bill,  for  unit¬ 
ing  the  duchy  of  Cornwall  to  the 
crown,  was  objected  to  by  the  fur- 
veyor  general  of  the  duchy,  on 
account  of  the  minority  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  whofe  rights 

were  concerned.  Although  the 
minider  was  totally  filent  on  the 
fubjeft,  and  that  Mr.  Burke 
drongly  contended  againd  the 
principle  of  the  objection,  he, 
however,  at  length,  confented  to 
withdraw  that  motion  for  the  pre¬ 
fent.  Thus  the  quedion  for 

bringing  in  the  bills,  paffed  for 
that  time  without  any  difficulty. 

We  have  feen  before  the  recefs, 
that  on  the  lofs  of  the  Earl  of 
Shelburne’s  f.rd  motion,  he  de¬ 
ferred  his  fecond,  (which  he, 

however,  left  during  the  interme¬ 
diate  time  for  confideration)  to  the 
8th  of  February,  for  which  day 
the  lords  were  then  fummoned. 
There  was  accordingly  an  ex¬ 

ceeding  full  Houfe  on  the  ap¬ 
pointed  day,  and  the  noble  earl 
opened  the  bufinefs  with  a  mo¬ 
tion  to  the  following  purport. 

That  a  committee  be  appoint¬ 
ed,  confiding  of  members  of  both 
Houfes,  poffeffing  neither  em¬ 
ployment  nor  penfion,  to  examine 
without  delay  into  the  public  ex¬ 
penditure  and  the  mode  of  ac¬ 
counting  for  the  fame  ;  more  par¬ 
ticularly  into  the  manner  of  mak¬ 
ing  all  contracts  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  take  into  confideration, 
what  favinp*  can  be  made,  con- 
fident  with  public  dignity,  juf- 
tice  and  gratitude,  by  an  aboli¬ 
tion  of  old  and  new  created  offices, 
the  duties  of  which  have  either 
ceafed,  or  dial!  on  enquiry  prove 

inade- 
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inadequate  to  the  fees,  or  other 
emoluments  ariiing  therefrom  ;  or 
by  the  reduction  of  luch  falaries, 
or  other  allowances  and  profits  as 
may  appear  to  be  unreafonable  ; 
that  the  fame  may  be  applied  to 
leflen  the  prefent  ruinous  expendi¬ 
ture,  and  to  enable  us  to  carry 
on  the  prefent  war  againft  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  with  that  de- 
cifion  and  vigour,  which  can  alone 
refult  from  national  zeal,  confi¬ 
dence,  and  unanimity. 

The  noble  carl  took  a  wide 
fcope  both  us'  to  argument  and 
matter,  in  the  fupport  of  his  mo¬ 
tion  ;  difplaying  much  and  va¬ 
rious  information,  and  giving 
proofs  of  the  liiuftry  as  well  as 
ability  for  which  ae  is  diftinguifh- 
ed.  The  great  point,  he  faid,  to 
which  all  his  wifhes  tended,  and 
to  effect  which  his  motion  was 
chiefly  framed,  was  to  annihilate 
the  undue  influence,  operating 
upon  both  houfes  of  parliament, 
and  to  eftablifh  a  conftitutional 
power,  inftead  of  an  unconftitu- 
riohal  influence.  The  latter  was 
the  curfe  and  bane,  and  would, 
if  not  timely  eradicated,  prove 
the  deftruCtion  of  this  country  ; 
the  former,  whether  defcribed  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  prerogative,  or 
patronage,  or  the  natural  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  crown,  grew  out  of 
the  nature  of  the  conftitution,  and 
was  accordingly  congenial  to  it. 
That  folid,  natural,  conftitution¬ 
al  power,  which,  in  this  limited 
government,  formed  an  effential 
part  of  the  inherent  rights  and 
appendages  of  royalty,  afforded  a 
neceffary  poize  in  the  ballance  of 
the  conftitution,  which  fecured 
the  independency  of  the  crown, 
from  being  weighed  down  by  the 
two  other  branches  of  the  legifla- 


ture.  The  fovereign  was  indeed 
endowed  with  great  and  high  pre¬ 
rogatives,  and  an  extenlive  na¬ 
tural  intereft  ;  but  thefe  were 
very  properly  placed  in  his  hands, 
not  only  to  afford  due  weight  to 
government,  but  to  enable  him 
to  reward  and  to  fix  the  attach¬ 
ment,  fidelity,  zeal,  and  to  call 
out  the  aCtive  fervices,  of  thofe 
per  Tons,  who  were  appointed  to 
difeharge  the  feverai  functions  of 
the  Hate.  The  proper  application 
of  thefe  powers,  afforded  the  high- 
eft  incentives  to  fidelity,  to  the 
utmoft  exertion  of  every  faculty 
for  the  advancement  of  the  public 
interefts,  and  to  the  moft  gallant 
and  noble  iflilitary  fervices. 

But  a  fatal  fyftem,  he  faid,  of 
undue  influence,  no  lefs  perni¬ 
cious  to  the  crown,  than  ruinous 
to  the  nation,  had  moft  unhap¬ 
pily,  in  this  reign,  been  adopted, 
and  fubftituted  in  the  place  of 
that  wholefome  and  conftitutional 
power.  On  this  head  he  expa¬ 
tiated  long  and  with  great  feve- 
rity.  He  faid  that  in  confequence 
of  that  fyftem,  every  thing  [which 
could  excite  a  generous  emula¬ 
tion  in  public  virtue  and  fervice, 
was  funk  and  loft  in  the  gulph 
of  influence.  The  gallant  veteran, 
the  man  of  high  honour  and  in¬ 
flexible  integrity,  was  not  only 
fure  of  being  laid  by  and  neg¬ 
lected,  but  thought  himfelf  hap¬ 
py,  if  he  did  not  experience  re¬ 
peated  mortifications  and  infults, 
and  could  even  preferve  his  cha¬ 
racter  and  honour  inviolate,  from 
thofe  atrocious  attempts  to  which 
both  were  liable.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  unworthy,  the  fervile, 
the  bafe,  and  the  incapable,  were 
thofe  only  who  rejoiced  and 
triumphed ;  it  was  their  fummer 
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and  feafon  of  joy ;  the  means 
which  led  to  their  preferment  and 
favour,  being  perfectly  congenial 
to  the  bafenefs  of  their  own  na¬ 
ture,  redoubled  their  enjoyment ; 
whilft  the  internal  conviction,  that 
they  could  not  have  arrived  at 
thefe  diflinCtions  under  any  other 
poffihle  fyftem  of  government,  af¬ 
forded  a  new  sell  to  the  relifh  of 
their  fit  nation. 

To  annihilate  this  influence, 
and  to  reitore  to  the  crown  its  con- 
ilitudonal  power,  he  declared, 
were  the  objects  he  had  in  view’, 
and  whofe  attainment  formed  his 
mod  earned;  wall.  But  as  long 
as  a  heedlefs  prodigal  miniiter, 
was  allowed  to  difpofe  annually, 
without  check,  control,  account, 
or  redraint,  of  twenty  millions  of 
the  public  money,  (which  was 
about  the  rate  of  our  prefen t  ex¬ 
penditure)  every  hope,  every  at¬ 
tempt  of  that  fort,  would  be  fu¬ 
tile  and  ridiculous. 

He  took  a  wide  circuit  through 
the  measures  and  motives  that 
led  to  the  conduct  and  the  con- 
fequences  of  the  American  war, 
in  order  thereby  to  trace  and  de« 
velope,  in  all  its  ftages,  that  in¬ 
fluence,  and  its  unhappy  efFeCts, 
which  he  fo  ftrongiy  charged  and 
condemned.  In  this  courle,  he 
dated  a  number  of  deceptions  and 
inipofitions,  by  which,  he  faid, 
ro millers  had  led  parliament  and 
the  nation,  ixep  by  Hep,  into  that 
ruinous  context,  until  they  were 
fb  far  involved  that  there  was  not 
a  poffibility  of  retreating.  He 
like  wife  entered  into  a  long,  and 
ably- conducted  detail,  relative  to 
the  Itate,  amount,  and  mode  of 
contracting  of  our  public  debts, 
the  high  rate  of  intereli  at  which 
we  were  compelled  to  borrow,  and 
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the  fhameful  wafte  of  mofte^ 
which],  he  endeavoured  to  (hew* 
prevailed  in  every  part  of  the  ex¬ 
penditure. 

He  fupported  his  motion  on  the 
ground  of  precedent  by  {hewing, 
that  commiflions  of  accounts  had 
almoft  been  regularly  paffed,  from 
the  fecond  year  after  the  revolu¬ 
tion,  through  the  reign  of  King 
William  and  Queen  Anne,  and 
the  firH  year  of  George  the  Firft, 
from  which  time  they  were  difl? 
continued.  And,  that  although 
all  thefe  aCts  did  not  anfwer  every 
thing  which  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pected  from  them,  they  were, 
however,  the  caufe  of  detecting 
and  reforming  many  flagrant 
abufes,  which  had  crept  into  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money  ; 
the  recalling  of  improper  grants 
made  by  the  crown ;  the  difcover- 
inv  of  feveral  notorious  frauds  ; 

O 

and  of  bringing  home  corruption* 
particularly  in  the  reign  of  King 
William,  to  feveral  members  of 
the  other  houfe. 

The  Earl  of  Coventry  feconded 
the  motion,  and  gave  feveral 
firiking  in.ftances  from  his  own 
knowledge  of  the  diftrefles  of  the 
people,  the  fall  of  rents,  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  decreafe  in  the  value 
of  land,  and  the  failure  of  farm¬ 
ers,  even  upon  old  tenures.  He 
concluded,  that  one  ray  of  hope 
broke  in  to  chear  us,  in  the  midi! 
or  our  public  calamities,  which 
was,  that  a  great  majority  of  the 
nation,  and  of  ipen  of  every  party 
and  defcriptian,  feemed  to  be  of 
opinion,  that  nothing  lefs  than  a 
general  reform  could  lave  this 
country  ;  a  change  of  mini  iky, 
and  an  {Economical  expenditure 
of  the  public  money,  was  the  ge¬ 
neral  cry  ;  and  he  truited,  that  if 

the 
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the  people  were  fincere,  firm,  and 
true  to  themfelves,  the  falvation 
of  this  country  might  yet  be  ef¬ 
fected. 

The  lords  in  adminiftration,  or 
office,  oppol'ed  the  motion  more 
particularly  upon  the  two  follow¬ 
ing  grounds,  which  afforded  ob¬ 
jections  to  it,  they  contended,  that 
were  totally  iniurmountable.  The 
firff  was  the  impropriety,  and 
even  the  incompetency,  of  one 
jhoufe  of  parliament  to  come  to 
any  refolution,  which  went  even¬ 
tually  to  bind  and  conclude  the 
proceedings  of  the  other.  That 
houle  had  no  more  power  or  au¬ 
thority  over  the  other,  than  the 
other  had  over  that.  It  would 
therefore  be  in  the  higlieff  degree 
ablurd  and  nugatory,  to  reiolve 
or  vote  a  matter,  which  when  re- 
folved  or  voted,  could  carry  no 
efficacy  whatever  without  their 
own  walls. — The  other  ftrong 
ground  of  objection  was,  the  im¬ 
propriety  of  the  interference  of 
that  houfe,  and  indeed  its  total 
incompetency,  with  refpeft  to  the 
inffituting  in  the  firff  inftance  of 
any  enquiry,  or  the  attempting  to 
exercife  any  power  of  control  or 
reform,  in  relation  to  the  public 
expenditure.  That  was  a  buiinefs 
folely  appertaining  to  the  other 
houfe.  It  was  an  exclufive  in¬ 
herent  privilege,  which  they  ne¬ 
ver  would  part  with  upon  any  ac¬ 
count,  direftly  or  indirectly  ;  nei¬ 
ther  by  compofition,  compromife, 
or  compaCt.  The  care  and  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  public  purfe,  and 
the  confequent  controul  of  the 
public  expenditure,  had  for  a  long 
feries  of  years,  and  even  of  ages, 
been  in  the  exclufive  poffelfion  of 
the  commons.  Both  houfes  had 
their  peculiar  rights  <tnd  privi- 
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leges.  Time,  ufage,  and  acquief- 
cence,  had  given  the  lords  an  ex¬ 
clufive  power  in  matters  of  judi* 
cature  ;  the  claim  of  originating 
money  bills,  by  the  other  houfe, 
had  the  fame  authority  to  fupport 
it.  If  the  lords  controverted  their 
rights  in  public  matters,  the  com¬ 
mons  would,  probably,  difpute  iij 
turn  the  power  of  judicature  in 
the  laff  refort  exercifed  by  the 
peers. 

They  obferved,  that  contefts  be¬ 
tween  both  houfes  ought,  at  all 
times  and  on  all  occalions,  to  be 
carefully  provided  againff  and  pre¬ 
vented  ;  but  much  more  fo  in  fea- 
fons  of  great  difficulty,  fuch  as 
the  prefent  confeffedly  was,  when 
harmony  and  mutual  confidence 
were  become  indifpenfibly  necef- 
fary  to  the  carrying  on  of  public 
bufmefs,  and  to  the  fafety  of  the 
ffate.  That  fuch  difputes  had 
arifen  in  the  beginning  of  Queen 
Anne’s  reign,  which  produced 
great  heats  and  difagreements 
within  doors,  and  much  difiatis- 
fa&ion  and  difcontent  without  j 
infomuch  that  the  queen  found 
herfelf  under  a  neceffity  of  dif- 
folving  her  parliament,  in  order 
to  prevent  matters  from  being 
carried  to  extremity. 

They  represented  the  account¬ 
ant  bills  which  had  been  paffed  in 
the  reigns  of  William  and  Anne, 
as  originating  merely  in,  and  be¬ 
ing  fupported  only  by  faction. 
Infilled,  that  they  were  found  to 
anfwer  no  good  purpole  whatever  ; 
and  to  have  proved  nugatory  as 
to  the  attainment  of  any  fubffan- 
tial  or  defirable  object.  And  that 
accordingly,  foon  after  the  accef- 
fion  of  the  houfe  of  Iffanover, 
when  that  illuffrious  family  came  to 
be  firmly  effablilhed  on  the  throne  ; 
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when  faftion,  tumult  and  iedition 
were  crufhed  ;  and  the  continual 
Buftuation  of  councils  which  per¬ 
plexed  and  di  drafted  the  two  pre¬ 
ceding  reigns,  had  given  way  to 
fieadinefs  and  liability ;  an  end 
was  then  defervedly  and  wifely 
put,  to  the  continuance  or  renew¬ 
al  of  that,  at  lead,  ineffeftive 
law,  which  it  had  for  fome  time 
been  the  faffiion  to  pafs  annually, 
for  examining,  controlling,  and 
dating  the  public  accounts  of  the 
kingdom. 

A  great  law  lord,  highly  emi¬ 
nent  for  his  acutenefs,  learning, 
and  ability,  drongly  contended, 
that  the  propofed  or  intended  re¬ 
formation  implied  in  the  motion, 
fo  far  as  it  related  to  contracts, 
and  the  improper  expenditure  of 
the  public  money,  was  wholly  un- 
neceffary,  as  the  powers  already 
in  being,  were  fully  competent 
to  the  attainment  of  redrefs,  with¬ 
out  any  new  ones  being  created 
for  that  purpofe.  In  fupport  of 
this  affertion  he  cited  a  cafe  with¬ 
in  his  o\yn  knowledge,  which  hap¬ 
pened  many  years  lince,  when  he 
was  attorney-general,  at  which 
time  he  profecuted  a  governor  to 
conviftion,  who  had  been  guilty 
of  fome  fraud  with  refpeft  to  the 
xloathing  of  a  regiment.  What¬ 
ever  bargain  or  contraft,  he  faid, 
was  made  with  government,  the 
law  fuppofed  it  to  be  a  bona  fide 
tranfaftion,  and  that  the  crown 
had  full  value,  and  an  equitable 
equivalent ;  and  the  law,  in  every 
fuch  tranfaftion,  gave  a  power  of 
redrefs,  either  by  puniffiing  the 
perfon  who  fnould  be  detefted  in 
defrauding  the  public,  or  by  al¬ 
lowing  the  contractor  only  fucli  a 
fum,  as  his  fervices  or  his  com* 
modify  deferved.  —  He  farther 


hated,  that  the  minifter,  and  eve¬ 
ry  other  perfon  afting  under  the 
crown,  were  already,  in  faft,  as 
refponfible  for  the  expenditure  of 
every  part  of  the  public  money 
which  puffed  through  their  hands; 
as  it  was  poffible  for  the  law  to 
render  them.  They  were  amena¬ 
ble  both  to  the  crown  and  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  to  the  firft  in  his  majelly’s 
courts  of  law,  and  to  the  latter, 
in  their  inquifitorial  capacity. 

Nothing  excited  fo  much  in¬ 
dignation  on  that  fide,  as  that 
paffage  in  the  motion,  which  ren¬ 
dered  the  lords  in  office,  and  alj 
thofe  who  enjoyed  any  emolu¬ 
ment  or  penlion  under  the  crown, 
incapable  of  being  members  of  the 
propofed  committee.  But  it  was 
more  particularly  refented,  and 
that  with  no  common  degree  of 
warmth,  by  a  noble  earl  lately 
come  into  adminiffiration.  He 
declared  it  was  a  libel  on  the 
whole  body  of  the  peerage,  as  it 
fuppofed,  that  fuch  of  their  lord- 
fhips  as  enjoyed  places  under  go¬ 
vernment  were,  from  that  cir- 
cumftance,  liable  to  be  warped 
from  their  duty,  and  to  give  cor¬ 
rupt  opinions  on  a  queRion,  which 
it  was  maintained  in  argument 
was  intended,  and  would  effeft, 
the  falvation  of  their  country.  It 
was,  he  would  maintain,  a  gene¬ 
ral  and  direft  libel  upon  that 
houfe,  and  a  particular  libel  upon 
every  noble  lord  who  flood  in  the 
deferibed  predicament.  It  was  a 
libel  on  himfelf  as  an  individual  ; 
and  he  affirmed,  from  his*  own 
knowledge,  that  it  was  falfe  and 
unfounded. 

Some  other  lords  who  were  in 
the  fame  predicament,  and  who 
likewife  objefted  to  that  exclufion 
in  the  motion,  did  not  go  fo  far 
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jn  their  refentment ;  and  were  fa- 
tisfied  to  aiiert  their  own  inde¬ 
pendence  and  integrity,  notwith- 
lianding  any  favours  they  owed  to 
the  crown.  A  noble  earl  in  par¬ 
ticular,  who  had  lately  been  at 
the  head  of  a  commiffion  abroad, 
of  the  highelt  trull,  and  of,  per¬ 
haps,  the  greateft  poffible  import¬ 
ance,  and  who  was  then  at  the 
head  of  an  office  of  honour  and 
dignity  at  home,  fpoke  highly,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  debate,  in 
favour  of  the  principle  on  which 
the  prefent  motion  was  founded. 
And  while  he  gave  his  own  fulled; 
approbation  to  the  principle,  de¬ 
clared  the  attempt  to  be  fo  truly 
meritorious,  as  highly  to  deferve 
the  attention  of  every  noble  lord 
prefent.  He  only  lamented  that 
the  palfage  in  queltion,  ffiould,  at 
this  moll  critical  and  perilous  cri- 
fis,  exclude  any  noble  lord,  from 
rendering  every  fervice  he  was  ca¬ 
pable  of  to  his  country ;  and 
thought  it  extremely  ill  judged, 
at  fuch  a  feafon,  to  cut  off  the 
committee  from  the  affiltance  of 
fome  of  the  firit  characters  and 
ablelt  men  in  the  kingdom.  From 
this  circumftance,  although  he 
molt  cordially  approved  of  the  ob¬ 
ject  which  the  motion  pointed  to, 
he  found  himfelf  in  the  difagree- 
able  predicament  of  not  being 
permitted  to  give  a  vote  either 
way  ;  but  if  this  objection  were 
removed,  the  propolition  ffioulfi 
meet  with  his  moll  hearty  affent. 

The  fubjeCl  of  the  county 
meetings,  petitions  and  alfocia- 
tions,  was  the  means  of  intro¬ 
ducing  much  warmth  of  language 
and  lentiment,  feveritv  of  llric- 
ture,  and  bitternefs  of  obfervation 
and  reply,  in  the  courfe  of  the  de¬ 
bate.  A  noble  lord  newly  come 
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into  adminillration,  having  charg¬ 
ed  the  motion  with  the  feveral  de¬ 
fects  of  informality,  abfurdity,  and 
inefficacy  with  refpeCt  to  its  avow¬ 
ed  objeCl,  patTed  leveral  fevere 
ftriCtures  on  the  fuppofed  motives 
and  intentions,  which  led  to  its 
being  brought  forward  at  the  pre¬ 
fent  time.  He  affirmed,  that  it 
was  meant  to  combine  the  motion 
with  ,  the  petitions  now  before,  and 
daily  prefendng  to  the  other 
houfe  ;  that  as  the  petitions  them- 
felves  had  been  promoted  by  the 
moll  unju  Hi  liable  and  improper 
means,  fo  the  motion  was  certain¬ 
ly  intended  to  bear  a  relation  to 
them,  in  order  to  embarrafs  go¬ 
vernment,  and  throw  an  odium  on 
his  majelly’s  confidential  advifers. 
That,  if  the  motion  operated  at 
all,  it  could  be  only  in  that  way. 
The  petitions  and  their  contents 
were  in  general  created ;  and  when 
they  feemed  to  arife  fpontaneouf- 
ly,  and  from  fentiment,  which  he 
believed  to  be  the  cafe  in  very  few 
inflances,  they  were  founded  in 
no  better  than  abfurd,  impracti¬ 
cable  notions  of  public  reforma¬ 
tion,  and  fpecious  theories,  cal¬ 
culated  to  miflead  the  nation,  as 
being  direCled  to  objects,  either 
unattainable,  or  which,  if  attain¬ 
ed,  mult  undermine  the  conilitu- 
tion,  and  finally  lead  to  public 
confufion.  That  the  motion  would 
produce  effeCts  fimilar  to  the  coun¬ 
ty  petitions  if  agreed  to  ;  it  would 
embroil  both  houfes,  impede  pub¬ 
lic  bufinefs,  and  tend  to  anarchy 
and  confufion. 

A  noble  earl,  who  had  like- 
wife  lately  come  into  office,  hav¬ 
ing  endeavoured  to  fhevv  the  in¬ 
formality,  impracticability,  and 
libellous  tendency  of  the  motion, 
proceeded  to  reprobate,  in  highly 
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indignant  and  paflionate  terms, 
the  county  meetings  and  petitions. 
He  laid  they  originated  merely  in 
factious  motives,  and  iri  factious 
motives  too  of  the  very  worit  com¬ 
plexion.  They  tended  to  ufurp 
the  powers  of  government,  and  to 
compel  parliament  to  eoncefilons 
of  the  mod  dangerous  and  uncon- 
ilitutionai  nature  ;  they  were  fet 
up  as  another  ’  eftate,  unknown  to 
the  conAitution.  They  would,  if 
not  timely  fupprefied,  lead  to 
anarchy  and  public  confuAon.  As 
yet,  they  had  been  cautioufly  and 
artfully  kept  within  the  verge  of 
the  law,  though,  in  faft,  they 
reached  to  the  very  brink  of  re¬ 
bellion.  He  denied  that  they 
were  the  fenfe  of  the  nation  at 
large;,  and  he  hoped,  whatever 
malignant  fpirit  gave  them  birth, 
that  it  would  be  indantly  crufh- 
ed.  There  was  nothing  but  refo- 
Itition  and  Armnefs,  which  he  was 
perfuaded  their  lordfhips  would 
never  want,  when  their  rights 
were  attempted  to  be  invaded,  ne~ 
ceffary  to  fubdue  them  ;  and  if 
he  had  no  other  reafon  for  oppos¬ 
ing  the  prefent  motion  in  all  its 
parts,  he  could  And  in  Ms  own 
mind  a  fuflkient  motive  for  giv¬ 
ing  it  a  negative,  from  its  being 
So  nearly  allied  in  principle  and 
in  object,  to  that  fadibus,  dan¬ 
gerous,  innovating,  and  uncon- 
ititutiona'l  fpirit,  which  had  given 
ex  lire  ace  ta  the  county  meetings, 
■—He  concluded,  by  declaring  he 
was  fatisfied,  that  the  prefent 
motion"  was  framed  in  fucb  a  man¬ 
ner  as  muft  enfure  it  a  negative, 
in  order  thereby  to  throw  an  odium 
upon  adminiftration,  and  give  an 
opportunity  to  its  friends,  and  fup- 
porters  to  enter  a  flaming  proteil, 
which,  being  foon  published,  and 


making  its  way  into  the  country* 
would  lerve  to  foment  and  in- 
creafe  that  fpirit  of  fedition  and 
difaffe&ion,  which  both  the  au¬ 
thors  and  friends  of  this  motion 
wilhed  to  diffeminate  through 
every  part  of  the  kingdom. 

Such  language  and  charges 
could,  not  pafs  without  reprehen- 
Aon ;  but  we  {hall  frit  attend  to 
the  means  ufed  for  removing  the 
objections  which  were  made  to  the 
motion  upon  its  own  bottom. 
The  lords  in  oppoAtkm  expreffed 
their  furprme,  to  hear  the  point 
of  informality  fo  much  laboured, 
and  fo  long  dwelt  upon,  without 
the  propofal  of  a  remedy  where 
it  might  be  fo  eaAly  applied,  and 
without  a  Angle  argument  of  any 
weight  being  brought  againft  the 
main  object  of  the  motion.  The 
noble  framer,  they  faid,  had  avow¬ 
edly  left  it  open,  in  order  to  af¬ 
ford  room  for  its  being  rendered 
palateable  to  all  parties.  The 
principle  of  the  motion,  public 
reformation  and  national  cecono- 
my,  formed  the  only  objects  of 
consideration  ;  and  it  mattered  no¬ 
thing  how  it  might  be  new  fram¬ 
ed,  altered  and  modified,  fa 
thefe  were  promoted.  One  Ample 
remedy  was  obvious  and  at  hand, 
which  would  effectually  remove 
that  informality  upon  which  fp 
much  ftrefs  was  laid,  and  that  was 
a  matter  of  no  greater  difficulty 
than  merely  omitting  the  words 
“  both  houfes and  the  motion 
would  then  run—' e 4  That  a  com¬ 
mittee  be  appointed.’’  It  was  a 
mere  matter  of  form  ;  and  upon 
a  queition  of  fo  great  importance, 
and  a  bufmefs  of  fuch  evident  ne- 
ceffity,  Aich  paltry  cavils  were  in¬ 
excusable,  and  even  fhameful. 

With'  regard  to  the  objeftion  of 
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interfering  w  t  the  other  houfe  in 
money  matters,  they  faici,  that 
without  entering  at  all  into  the 
quefiion  as  an  abfiradt  propofition, 
and  without  any  occafion  for  at  all 
meafuring  the  peculiar  rights  and 
privileges  of  either  houfe  of  par¬ 
liament,  this  objection  would  be 
as  eafily  done  away  as  the  former. 
The  iimple  meafure  of  a  confer¬ 
ence  would  equally  remove  every 
difficulty  with  refpedl  to  both.  All 
queftions  with  refpedl  to  points  of 
order,  or  exclufive  privilege,  would 
inftantly  vanifh,  when  both  houfes 
agreed  in  principle,  and  united  in 
opinion,  upon  the  neceffity  of  a 
reform.  But  abftradled  from  that 
remedy,  no  noble  lord  prefent 
would  deny,  but  that  houfe  had  a 
right  of  enquiry  in  fuch  matters, 
fo  far  as  the  difpofal  of  public  mo¬ 
nies  came  under  their  cognizance 
as  a  deliberative  body  ;  it  fignified 
very  little  which  houfe  took  up  the 
buiinefs,  fo  that  the  objedt  was  ob¬ 
tained  ;  the  matter  could  not  be 
finally  fettled  without  the  aid  of  an 
adt  of  parliament ;  and  in  that 
cafe,  either  houfe  had  its  power  of 
afienting  or  diffenting  to  whatever 
came  from  the  other. 

A  noble  duke  on  the  fame  fide, 
went  fiill  farther  on  that  ground. 
He  infilled,  and  with  great  firength 
of  argument  and  knowledge  of  the 
fubjedt  endeavoured  to  demon- 
firate,  that  the  Houfe  of  ijords 
was  fully  competent  to  enquire  in¬ 
to  the  expenditure  of  public  mo¬ 
ney  ;  to  examine  and  controul  both 
its  receipt  and  ifiue  ;  and  to  pu- 
nifh  delinquents,  if  any  fuch 
could  be  found.  He  cited  exam¬ 
ples  to  fiiew  that  they  had  often 
exereijed  thofe  powers ;  and  de¬ 
clared,  he  never  would  fuller  the 
petty  purpofes  of  a  fadtion  to  lead 


to  a  furrender  of  their  inherent 
rights. 

The  noble  duke  likewife  flrong- 
ly  controverted  the  pofition  held, 
cut  on  the  other  fide,  that  the  ar¬ 
ticle  of  exclulion  propofed  in  the 
motion,  was  a  libel  upon  the  whole 
body  of  the  peerage,  and  particu¬ 
larly  fo  upon  the  fervants  of  the 
crown.  He  argued,  that  the  in¬ 
tended  exclusion  was  formed  upon 
the  fpirit  of  the  Englifh  confiitu- 
tion,  and  upon  the  whole  plan  of 
Englifh  jurifprudence.  The  law, 
at  leak  the  common  law  of  Eng¬ 
land,  always  excluded  perfons  from 
adting  in  any  fituation  which  con¬ 
cerned  others  where  they  might 
be  fuppoled  to  adt  under  partiality, 
influence,  or  prejudice,  or  to  have 
any  local  or  native  bias  on  their 
minds.  Such  was  the  caie  in  the 
conftituting  of  juries,  both  in  civil 
and  criminal  matters ;  fuch  was 
the  cafe  of  a  judge  goino  the  cir¬ 
cuit  into  a  country  in  which  he  was 
born  or  pofiefied  pioperty  ;  and 
fuch  in  a  great  variety  of  other  in- 
ftances.  Such  general  legal  pro- 
vifions,  and  prudential  cautions, 
which  went  to  guard  againft  the 
weaknefs,  infirmities,  the  paffions, 
and  the  vices  of  mankind  at  large, 
to  preferve  individuals  from  being 
expofed  to  the  dangerous  trials  of 
needlefs  and  improper  temptation, 
and  even  to  fence  in  private  cha~ 
radler  from  undue  •fufpicion,  could 
never  be  fuppofed  to  convey  re- 
fledlion  or  imputation  againfi  any 
man,  or  body  of  men. 

In  reipedl  to  the  declarations  of 
the  court  lords,  relative  to '  the 
manner  of  obtaining  the  petitions,, 
many  other  lords  aroi'e  to  give  the 
moft  unqualified  con  tradition  in 
point  of  fadt,  as  to  feveral  matters 
which  were  fiated  on  the  other 
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fide.  The  Marquis  of  Pvocking- 
liam9  in  particular,  ably  vindicat¬ 
ed.  the  Yorkfiiire  meeting.  He 
affirmed,  that  it  was  neither  pro- 
pofed  or  promoted,  by  any  party, 
or  faction,  or  by  any  particular 
defeription  of  men.  It  originated 
in  the  fpontaneous  propofitions  and 
communications  of  the  indepen¬ 
dent  and  honed  part  of  the  peo- 
ple  of  all  defcripticns,  parties, 
and  intereds.  The  meeting  at 
York  was  too  numerous  and  too 
independent,  to  be  blaifv1  or  led, 
by  any  influence  or  power  what-, 
ever.  The  freeholders  compriz¬ 
ed,  upon  that  occaiion,  within  the 
compafs  of  a  Angle  room,  poff 
fiefied  landed  property  to  the  a- 
mount  of  eight  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  a  year  j  and  fince  that 
meeting,  no  lefs  than  nine  thou¬ 
fand  gentlemen,  clergy,  and  free¬ 
holders,  figned  the  petition  then 
agreed  upon.  As  a  farther  proof 
of  the  general  fentiments  of  the 
people  of  that  country,  he  dated, 
that  the  petition  from  the  city  of 
York  had  been  figned  by  no  Ids 
thatf  nine  hundred  and  twenty  per- 
Ibns  ;  although,  at  a  late  warmly 
conteded  election  for  the  fame 
city,  only  nine  hundred  and  fe- 
venty-two  perfons  were  polled  on 
all  fides.  Other  noblemen  vindi¬ 
cated  other  meetings,  which  came 
within  their  refpeclive  knowledge. 

With  refped  to  the  heavy  charges 
laid  againd  the  principle  of  the 
petitions,  and  the  motives  and  de¬ 
igns  of  the  petitioners,  particu¬ 
larly  by  a  noble  earl  in  adminidra- 
tion,  it  was  replied,  that  Ame¬ 
rica  had  rdided,  in  order  to  redrefs 
her  grievances  ;  fo  had  Ireland  ; 
fo  had  Scotland ;  did  the  noble 
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lord  undertake  to  fay,  that  the 
Englifli  affociators  were  the  only 
part  of  his  majedy’s  fubjefts  whofe 
petitions,  in  the  fird  indance,  were 
to  be  branded  with  the  odious  epi¬ 
thets  of  treafonable  and  rebelli¬ 
ous  ?  Was  every  other  part  of  the 
Britifh  dominions  to  be  lidened 
to  ?  And  was  the  feat  of  empire 
alone  to  be  treated  with  contempt 
and  foul  language  i  —  Were  fifty" 
thoufand  armed  Irifh  adociators, 
to  have  their  grievances  redreffed, 
as  dutiful,  loyal,  and  obedient 
fubje&s  t  And  was  the  county 
meetings  of  the  people  of  Eng-' 
land,  unarmed,  unaffociated,  un~ 
embodied,  without  either  daves, 
or  any  other  weapon,  ofFenfive  or 
defenfive,  to  be  charged  with  be¬ 
ing  on  the  brink  of  treafon  and  re¬ 
bellion  Had  not  the  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  Ireland,  in  a  public  ad, 
in  which  he  reprefented  the  perfon 
of  the  foVereigri,  publicly  thank¬ 
ed  the  Iridi  affociatom,  though 
armed  againd  law  ?  And  what 
judgment  can  the  world  pafs  on  a 
man,  who  as  *  governor,  or  lord 
lieutenant  of  an  Irifh.  county,  con¬ 
veyed  the  thanks  of  that  parlia¬ 
ment,  to  the  affociators,  thus  ille¬ 
gally  armed,  of  that  county  over 
which  he  prefided,  and  who  now, 
as  an  Englilhmah,  diould  dand 
up,  and  charge  the  Englith  coun¬ 
ty  meetings  with  every  fpecives  of 
public  criminality  fhort  of  adtual 
rebellion  ? 

It  was  obferved,  by  another  no¬ 
ble  duke  on  the  fame  fide,  that  the 
noble  lord  in  adminidration,  was 
ever  ready  to  condrue  every  thing 
into  rebellion,  which  carried  the 
lead  appearance  of  oppofition  to 
the  unconditutiona!  influence  of 

the 
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the  crown  ;  and  had  been  pecu¬ 
liarly  fortunate  in  predi&ing  thofe 
very  rebellions,  or  aits  of  refill- 
ance,  which,  in  relpedt  ol  Ame¬ 
rica,  he  had  been  fo  inltrumental 
in  exciting. 

A  noble  vifcount  on  the  fame 
fide,  jultified  the  principle  of  the 
petitions,  and  faid.,  that  parlia¬ 
ment  having,  through  the  enor¬ 
mous  influence  of  the  crown,  aban¬ 
doned  the  care  and  protection  of 
the  people,  it  was  at  length  be¬ 
come  necefiary  that  the  people 
themfelves  Ihould  look  to  their 
own  prefervation.  And  he  con¬ 
gratulated  his  country,  on  the  ap¬ 
proaching  appearance  of  being 
emancipated,  through  the  virtue 
and  firmnefs  of  the  people,  from 
a  fyftem  of  government,  and  a 
mal-adminiitration  of  public  af¬ 
fairs,  hitherto  unprecedented  in 
the  annals  of  England. 

Some  occaflonal,  but  very  inte- 
relting  matter,  was  introduced  in 
this  day’s  debate.  A  noble  mar¬ 
quis,  who  had  once,  for  fome  fliort 
time,  been  at  the  head  of  affairs, 
having,  in  the  courfe  of  a  long 
and  exceedingly  pointed  fpeech, 
gone  over,  beiides  a  variety  of  new 
ground,  fome  part  of  that  which 
he  had  opened  on  the  fir  it  day  of 
the  feflion,  direCtly  charged  the 
general  amount,  of  our  pad  and 
prefent  difcontents,  diiorders,  mif- 
fortunes,  and  dangers,  to  a  new, 
unconflitutional,  and  defpotic  fyf¬ 
tem,  adopted  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  prefent  reign,  and 
which  confided  in  governing  this 
country,  under  the  forms  of  law, 
through  the  influence  of  the  crown. 
— He  had  no  fooner,  he  faid,  per¬ 
ceived  this  fyflem,  than  he  fet  his 
face  againfl  it,  and  had  now,  for 
upwards  of  feventeen  years,  both 


during  the  fliort  time  he  was  in  of¬ 
fice,  and  out,  conftantly  endea¬ 
voured  to  defeat  its  intended  ef¬ 
fects. — Every  thing  within  and 
without,  he  faid,  whether  in  ca¬ 
binet,  parliament,  or  elfewhere, 
carried  about  it  the  mod  evident 
and  unequivocal  marks  of  this  fyf¬ 
tem  ;  the  whole  ceconomy  of  exe¬ 
cutive  government,  in  all  its 
branches,  whether  profefllonal,  de¬ 
liberative,  or  official,  proclaimed 
it.  Its  numerous  fupporters  have 
appeared  publicly  in  print,  and  by 
a  variety  of  means,  through  books, 
pamphlets,,  and  news-papers,  have 
openly  avowed,  and  defended  it 
without  referve.  This  was  the 
origin  of  all  our  national  misfor¬ 
tunes.  He  was  ready,  he  faid,  to 
avow,  in  his  place,  that  as  the 
meafures  contained  the  fulled  tef- 
timony  of  the  principle  which* 
called  them  into  being,  fo  they 
bore  every  internal  and  external 
evidence  of  their  dangerous  ten¬ 
dency. 

He  faid  the  principle  of  defpo-- 
tifm  had  fo  long  appeared,  and 
feemed  fo  uniformly  to  pervade  all 
our  public  aCts,  that  he  believed  it 
unneceflary  to  point  out  particular 
indances  ;  he  Ihould  therefore  con-< 
tent  himfelf  with  alluding  only  to 
fuch  parts  of  the  fydem,  as  ap¬ 
plied  more  direCtly  to  the  mea¬ 
fures  purfued  refpeCting  America, 
and  the  Ead  India  company.  There 
it  was,  he  faid,  that  the  plan  of 
extending  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  already  become  enormous 
and  truly  alarming,  blazed  forth 
in  all  its  odious  colours ;  and  there 
it  was  that  that  influence,  under 
the  impofitious  pretence  of  aflert- 
ing  the  rights  of  parliament,  was 
employed  to  veil  the  patronage  of 
unlimited  fovereignty  of  all  Ame¬ 
rica 
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rica  in  the  crown.  The  fame  uie 
was  made  of  this  influence  over  the 
Ball  India  company ;  and  after 
the  firft  attempt  had  brought  bank¬ 
ruptcy  oa  that  company,  the  fe- 
cond  finally  veiled  the  patronage  of 
it  in  the  crown  for  ever. 

The  plan,  he  faid,  was  deeply 
laid  ;  the  independent  part  of  the 
people  were  led  into  the  fnare  by 
the  fpecious  pretences  of  defigning 
and  artful  men. — The  company 
were  defcribed  to  be  wallowing  in 
riches  ;  the  directors,  and  their 
fervants  abroad,  were  faid  to  be 
infinitely  venal,  unprincipled,  cor¬ 
rupt,  and  opprefiive.  It  was 
urged,  that  in  the  poffeffion  of  fuch 
im  me  rife  revenues  and  profits,  ter¬ 
ritorial  and  commercial,  that  the 
company  ought  to  be  compelled  to 
contribute  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
Sate,  and  to  bear  part  of  the  bur¬ 
thens,  in  common  wl  th  their  fel- 
fow-fubje&s.  The  idea  was  fpe¬ 
cious,  flattering,  carried  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  juflice,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  interefted  the  parties  in  its 
favour,  on  whom  the  impofition 
was  intended  to  be  puffed.  But 
the  whole,  he  laid,  was  a  mini- 
fterial  trick,  a  ftate  juggle,  to 
throw  dull  in  the’ eyes  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  it  was  patronage,  a  further 
extenfion  of  court  influence,  which 
was  at  the  bottom  of  all  this, 
however  varnifhed  over  with  fpe¬ 
cious  appearances  of  public  refor¬ 
mation,  ,  general  juflice,  and  an 
equitable  diftribution  of  taxes  and 
burthens  to  be  borne  by  the  feve- 
ral  refpeftive  parts  of  the  empire. 
It  was  not  the  fum  of  400,000!. 
a  year  that  was  the  great  object ; 
it  was  the  aggrandizement  of  the 
crown  that  fet  this  political  ma¬ 
chine  in  motion.  The  f'equel 


proved  it,  he  faid,  beyond  th# 
poftibility  of  doubt  or  uncertainty. 
The  company  in  a  few  years  be¬ 
came  bankrupt ;  and  it  was  re¬ 
served  for  the  prefent  admin  iftra- 
tion  to  complete,  what  they  had 
fo  happily  begun,  and  fo  fleadily 
purfued.  They  relinquifhed  the 
revenue  with  chearfulnefs,  but  they 
took  care  to  get  the  patronage  in 
exchange.  If  any  proof,  he  faid, 
were  wanting  to  fhew,  that  nei¬ 
ther  revenue,  nor  a  defire  to  alle¬ 
viate  the  public  burthens,  formed 
the  true  caufe ;  it  was  now  fully 
fufHcient  to  obferve,  that  no  one 
effectual  meafure  had  been  taken 
to  promote  reformation  in  India  % 
for  it  was  impcffible  for  oppreffion, 
public  peculation,  or  any  other 
evil,  faid  to  have  prevailed  in  In¬ 
dia,  at  the  time  that  government 
firfl  broke  in  upon  the  affairs  of 
that  company,  to  have  risen  higher, 
or  to  have  proved  more  operative 
and  extenfive,  than  they  have  done 
fince  that  period.  A  very  ftriking 
in  fiance  of  which ,  he  faid,  was 
then  depending  in  the  courts  be* 
low,  in  the  cafe  of  the  late  Lofd 
Pigot  who  had  been  facriftced  to  the 
private  cabals  of  thofe,  who,  if 
not  encouraged  by  government, 
were  mo  ft  certainly  protected  and 
countenanced  by  it.  This  was  the 
confequence  of  the  interference  of 
the  crown  ;  and  as  to  the  pretence 
of  a  revenue,  it  was,  he  faid, 
needlefs  to  obferve,  that  no  one 
part  of  the  conduct  of  the  prefent 
adminiflration,  cr  of  the  fyftem 
they  adted  under,  furnifhed  even 
the  colour  of  an  argument,  that 
they,  who  had  upon  all  occafions 
fo  lhamefully  wafted  and  mif-fpent 
the  public  treafure,  entertained  a 
fingle  idea  of  relieving  the  peo¬ 
ple. 
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pie,  ivhcm,  in  every  other  in- 
flance,  they  had  To  heavily  bur- 
thened  and  opprefled. 

The  noble  marquis  applied  a  fi- 
milar  train  of  reasoning  to  the  fup- 
port  of  this  dodtrine  with  refpedt  to 
the  American  meafures.  He  de¬ 
clared  without  referve,  that  it  was, 
what  he  called,  the  fame  traitor¬ 
ous  principle,  that  produced  the 
American  war,  and  the  long  train 
of  evils  which  have  flowed  from 
it ;  and  he  vvas  purfuaded,  befldes 
that  great  objedt,  that  in  the  courfe 
of  fome  of  the  events  which  fell  out 
in  America,  one  great  fpur  which 
induced  minifters  to  rufli  blindly 
on,  was  in  expedition  of  being 
gratified,  and  of  gratifying  their 
friends  and  fupporters,  with  ex- 
pebled  confifcations  of  the  lands 
and  properties  of  thofe  who  took 
up  arms  again  ft  government ;  and 
fhould  they  now  perfifl:  in  turning 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  voice  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  this  country,  and  thereby 
force  them  into  meafures  of  refin¬ 
ance,  he  fhould  likewife  be  con¬ 
vinced,  that  one  motive  among 
others  would  be,  a  profpect  of 
confifcations  nearer  home,  and  the 
profcription  of  the  lives  and  for¬ 
tunes  of  thofe  who  fhould  fland 
forth  the  friends  of  their  country, 
and  of,  as  yet,  its  unrivalled  con- 
fiitution. 

How  far,  and  whether  at  all, 
thefe  political  opinions  may  be 
tinged  with  the  colour  of  party, 
are  queftions  on  which  we  are  not 
to  form  any  public  opinion  ;  but 
the  authority  from  which  they  pro¬ 
ceed,  and  ftill  more,  the  magni¬ 
tude  of  the  objedts  to  which  they 
relate,  bellow  on  them  an  appear¬ 
ance  of  fo  much  importance,  that 
we  deemed  it  fitting,  if  not  necef- 
fary,  to  preferve  them  to  the  pub¬ 


lic  ;  referring  their  validity  to  the 
explanations  of  time,  and  to  the 
decifion  of  a  more  temperate  fea- 
fon. 

The  bufinefs  of  this  day  was 
likewife  particularly  difiinguifhed, 
from  the  part  taken,  and  the  cir- 
cumftances  attending  it,  by  the 
Marquis  of  Carmarthen.  This 
young  nobleman  had  pofiefled  a 
place  of  high  honour  and  emolu¬ 
ment,  at  the  head  of  the  queen’s 
houfehold,  and  was  alfo  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  the  north  riding  of  the 
county  of  York.  Private  bufinefs. 
had  prevented  his  attending  the 
great  meeting  at  York;  but  he 
lent  a  letter  a  few  days  after  to  the 
committee,  approving  in  general 
of  their  proceedings,  but  making 
fome  objection  to  the  fcheme  of  ai- 
fociation,  and  to  the  proposed 
committees  of  correfpondence.  Al¬ 
though  this  condudt  could  not  but 
excite  obfervation,  and  perhaps 
furprize,  nothing  confequent  to  it 
appeared,  until  a  few  days  preced¬ 
ing  the  motion  now  before  us,  when 
he  voluntarily  reflgned  his  office  at 
court. 

In  the  prefent  debate,  the  noble 
marquis  thought  proper  to  explain, 
and  to  affign  the  motives  of  his 
condufl  m  both  inilances.  He 
faid,  he  gave  his  full  aflent  to  tne 
motion,  as  he  thought  it  the  only 
means  of  preferving  this  country 
from  inevitable  ruin,  by  promot¬ 
ing  union  among  all  ranks  and  de¬ 
fer,  ptions  of  men,  and  of  courfe 
reftoring  energy  and  confidence  to 
government. — He  declared,  that 
he  liked  and  applauded  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  petitions  ;  they  breath¬ 
ed  the  fame  fpirit  with  the  prefent 
motion.  And  he  Hated  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  his  conduct  with  refpect 
to  the  York  meeting. 

He 
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He  then  faid,  that  he  had  a  few 
days  fmce  refigned  a  place,  the 
holding  of  which  he  ihould  ever 
efteem  one  of  the  greateft  honours 
of  his  life.  Why  had  he  refigned 
it  ?  Becaufe  his  duty  to  his  love- 
jeigh  and  his  country,  and  a  re¬ 
gard  for  his  own  honour,  would 
not  permit  him  longer  to  retain  it. 
He  could  no  longer  give  his  fup- 
port  to  a  miniftry,  which  had,  af¬ 
ter  a  feries  of  repeated  trials,  prov¬ 
ed  themfelves  pulilianimous,  in¬ 
capable,  and  corrupt  ;  who  had 
brought  the  nation  to  the  brink  of 
deftrudion,  and  {till  perfifted  to 
plunge  it  deeper  into  mifery/ cala¬ 
mity,  and  danger.  They  were  the 
curie  of  this"  country,  and,  lie 
feared,  they  would  prove  its  ruin. 
One  of  them  from  his  deferved  ig¬ 
nominy,  and  the  other  from  his 
criminal  indolence,  incapability, 
and  negled.  The  firfl,  in  a  fea- 
fon,  when  talents  and  abilities  were 
moll  wanted,  having  driven  almoft 
every  man  under  thole  defcriptions 
from  the  fervice,  by  infult  and  bad 
treatment. 

He  faid,  that  while  he  remained 
in  place,  he  did  not  think  it  de¬ 
cent  to  oppofe  government.  ^  He 
could  not  in  conscience  abfent  him- 
felf  from  his  duty  in  parliament  at 
fo  momentous  a  crifis  ;  the  only 
method  therefore  which  prefented 
itfelf  to  him,  in  order  to  get  rid 
of  the  embarraffment,  was  to  re- 
jip-n.  But  what  had  been  the  con- 
fequence  of  this  moderate  con- 
dud?  That  of  difmiffing  him,  on 
that  very  morning,  from  an  office 
he  held  under  the  crown,  the  lord 
lieutenancy  of  the  north- riding  of 
the  county  of  i  oric.  ffe  did  not 
pretend  to  fay  who  it  was  that  ad- 
vifed  that  meafure:  but  let  it  come 
from  whom  it  may,  lie  defpifed 
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the  mean  refentment  which  gave* 
it  birth  ;  he  laughed  at  the  folly, 
but  he  felt  the  injuftice  and  im 
tended  infult  as  he  ought. 

As  fome  palfages  in  this  fpeech 
were  fuppofed  to  allude,  it  not 
to  point  diredly,  to  the  firft  lord 
of  the  admiralty  then  prefent,  the 
matter  was  zealoufly  taken  up  by 
a  young  earl,  who  entered  into  a 
warm  and  cordial  vindication  of 
his  friend  ;  which,  from  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  fubjed,  could  not 
however  go  any  farther,  than  af- 
fertion,  denial,  or  opinion.  But, 
although  the  matter  was  a  good 
deal  agitated,  and  the  noble  earl 
immediately  concerned,  thought 
it  neceffary  to  enter  perfonally 
into  the  difcuffion,  no  fatisfadion 
whatever  could  be  obtained  from 
the  noble  marquis.  And  though  he 
was  called  up  feveral  times,  in- 
head  of  retrading  any  part  of 
what  he  had  advanced,  or  even 
fbftening  it  by  explanation,  he 
rather  tlrengthened  and  enforced 
it,  by  entering  more  fully  into 
particulars.  He  Hill  faid,  that 
the  bell  men,  men  of  the  higheffi 
profeffional  merit,  were  either 
driven  totally  from  the  fervice  by 
the  noble  minifter,  or  were  deter¬ 
red  from  accepting  any  command 
under  his  diredion.  Every  man. 
who  accepted  of  a  command,  he 
faid,  accepted  it  under  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  a  double  peril  ;  that  of 
being  employed  and  deceived 
and  that  of  being  certain,  that 
thole  who  deceived  him,  would 
be  the  frit,  as  they  were  the 
moil  powerful,  in  efFeding  his 
dilgrace.  He  fhould  not,  he  faid, 
enter  into  detail,  or  quote  names, 
as  he  believed  it  totally  un necef¬ 
fary  to  defcend  to  particulars  ;  for 
every  perfon  who  had  been  em- 
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ployed  Hood  almod  in  the  fame 
predicament  ; — he  believed  other 
commanders  declined  the  fervice, 
from  their  not  deeming  -^.either 
their  characters  or  perfons  fafe  in 
certain  hands ;  — and  that  from 
what  had  already  happened,  he 
was  entitled  to  fay,  that  no  man 
of  ability,  or  who  regarded  his 
honour,  could  prudently  ferve  in 
the  navy  under  its  prefent  admi- 
nidration. 

After  long,  various,  impor¬ 
tant,  and  very  interelting  debates, 
the  quedion  was  at  length  put, 
upon  a  motion  modified  from  the 
original  to  the  following  purport. 
To  appoint  a  committee,  confid¬ 
ing  of  lords  pofTefling  neither 
place  nor  penfion>  to  Examine, 
without  delay,  into  the  public 
expenditure,  and  the  mode  of  ac¬ 
counting  for  the  fame. —  This 
motion  was  reje&ed  upon  a  divi- 
fion,  by  a  majority  of  ioi  lords, 
including  2d  proxies,  to  55  lords, 
including  only  five  proxies. 

Great  ks  this  majority  Was,  the 
oppoiition  fhewed  fuch  a  ltrength 
upon  this  divifion,  as  they  had 
not  done  for  leveral  years  before; 
which,  along  with  fome  other 
concurrent  circumdances,  would 
have  beeri  confidered,  in  a  feafon 
of  lefs  permanency  than  the  pre¬ 
fent,  as  holding  out  alarming,  if 
not  ominous  fymptoms. 

The  rejedion  of  this  motion, 
brought  out  (as  had  been  predict¬ 
ed  during  the  debate  by  a  noble 
lord  in  adminiltration)  a  proted 
t>f  no  fmall  length ;  and  abun¬ 
dantly  fraught  with  argumenta¬ 
tive  mattter,  relative  to  the  public 
expenditure,  which  did  not  by 
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any  means  feem  calculated  to  af¬ 
ford  much  fatisfaCtion  to  thofe 
people,  who  felt  themlelves  hea¬ 
vily  preffed  by  the  burthens  of  the 
date.  In  this  piece,  the  noble 
protedors  feem  to  pay  fome  parti¬ 
cular  attention  to  an  objection 
made  to  the  motion,  as  if  it  meant 
to  abridge  the  rights  of  monarchy, 
and  to  make  the  crown  depen¬ 
dant  upon,  the  parliament.  —  To 
this  they  reply  as  follows- — -<e  If 
“  the  objection  means  to  infinu- 
ff  ate,  that  corruption  is  necef- 
“  rary  to  government,  we  fhall 
tc  leave  that  principle  to  confute 
<6  itfelf  by  its  own  apparent  ini- 
“  quity.  That  this  motion  is 
t(  intended  to  diminish  the  eon- 
ft  ditutional  power  of  the  crown, 
(C  we  ceny.  The  conditutional 
“  power  of  the  crown  we  are  no 
“  lefs  foiicitous  to  preferve,  than 
“  we  are  to  annihilate  its  uncon- 
ditutional  influence.  The  pre- 
t(  rogative  rightly  underflood* 
ic  not  touched,  or  intended  to  be 
t(  touched  by  this  motion,  will 
“  fupport  the  crown  in  all  the 
<f  fplendour  which  the  king’s 
<{  perfonal  dignity  requires,  and 
“  with  all  the  authority  and  vi« 
e‘  gour  neceflary  to  give  due 
<e  efleCt  to  the  executive  powers 
of  government, ” 

The  proted  was  figned  by  33 
lords.  The  Marquis  of  Carmar¬ 
then  fubferibed  to  the  whole,  ex¬ 
cepting  one  article  ;  and  the  kEarl 
of  Radnor  proteded  without  af~ 
flgning  rekfons.  The  Earl  of 
Pembroke’s  name  now  appeared 
for  the  Ard  time  on  the  fide  oft 
oppofition. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Colonel  Mar  re  gives  notice  of  his-  intended  propoftions  relative  to  a  com :-- 
■mittee  of  accounts .  Scheme  approved  of  by  the  minifier.  Sir  George 
Saville's  motion,  for  an  account  of  patent  places  and  falaries ,  agreed  to. 
Second  motion ,  for  an  account  of  penfons,  during  pleafure  or  other  wife 
oppofed.  Debate  broken  off  by  the  illnefs  of  the  fpeaker.  Refumed  in  the 
following  week.  Amendment,  moved  by  the  minifier .  Long  debates . 

Minified s  amendment  carried,  on  an  exceedingly  clofe  divifon.  Jamaica 
petition  prefented  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords ,  and  the  fubjetl  firongly  enforc¬ 
ed,  by  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham.  Thanks  of  the  lords  and  commons 
to  Admiral  Sir  George  Rodney,  for  his  late  eminent  fervices.  Attempt  by 
the  oppofticm ,  in  both,  hqufes ,  to  obtain  fome  mark  of  royal  fa.vour  for 
that  commander.  Scheme,  for  a  commifjion  of  accounts ,  announced  by 
the  minifier,  hi  the  Houfe  of  Common 1.  Strictures  on  thoA  bufinefs. 
Mr.  Burke’s  efiablifhment  bill  read  a  frft  and  fecond  time  vjithout  op- 
pofition  ;  debate  and  divifon,  relative  only  to  time,  on  its  committal. 
Motion  by  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Carmarthen,  and  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  from  the  lieutenancy  of 
their  refpehiive  counties.  fuefiion,  much  agitated.  Motion  rejected  on 
a  divifon . 


IN  a  few  days  after  the  difclo- 
fure  of  Mr.  Burke’s  fcheme  of 
reform.  Colonel  Barre  gave  notice 
of  his  intention  to 
move  for  a  committee 
of  accounts,  as  fupplemental  to, 
and  an  ufeful  enlargement  of  that 
plan.  He  confidered  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  fuch  a  committee  as  af¬ 
fording  the  neared:  and  the  mod: 
eafy,  if  not  the  mod:  ededual 
means,  for  correding  the  evils  a- 
rifing  from  the  prefent  mode  of 
voting  great  fums  of  the  public 
money  without  eftimate,  and  for, 
in  fome  degree,  remedying  the 
procradinating  forms,  and  the 
dilatory  courfe  of  conducting  bu- 
fmefs,  which  prevailed  in  the  ex¬ 
chequer  ;  and  by  which  it  was  at 
prefent  rendered  totally  inadequate 
to  its  purpofes.  He  hoped  great 
advantages,  he  faid,  from  a  com¬ 
mittee  confiding  only  of  a  few 
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men ;  for  though  he  knew  that 
the  rninider’s  ftrength  in  the  houfe 
would  virtually  red  their  nomina¬ 
tion  with  him  ;  yet  he  depended 
much,  that  the  fmallnefs  of  their 
number,  and  a  confcioufnefs  that 
the  eyes  of  the  public  were  fully 
fixed  upon  them,  would  operate 
powerfully  upon  their  condud. 

As  the  views  of  the  minider 
could  not  yet  be  penetrated,  the 
full  and  open  approbation  which 
he  gave  to  this  propofal,  could 
not  but  excite  fome  furprize  on 
all  fides.  He  faw  the  temper  of 
the  nation  was  fuch,  that  fome- 
thing  mud  be  done  to  gratify  the 
people,  and  he  quickly  perceived, 
that  as  the  adoption  of  the  pre- 
fent  meafure  would  carry  a  fair 
appearance  of  intended  examina¬ 
tion  and  enquiry  into  the  prefent 
great  objeds  of  complaint  and 
grievance,  and  hold  out  a  prof- 
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pea,  however  remote,  of  redrefs,  order  and  limits  He  acknowled"-- 


lo  it  might  be  happily  fubftituted 
for  fome  other  propofed  mcafures 
of  reform,  which  would  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  troublefome  in  their 
progrefs,  and  could  not  be  finally 
difpofed  of  without  much  difficul¬ 
ty  ;  nor  probably  without  fome 
lofs  to  government,  whether  by 
abfolute  concefiion,  or  by  admit¬ 
ting  fome  new  reftridtions  and 
powers  of  controul,  with  refpedl 
to  the  adminiftration  of  the  public 
finance  and  expenditure.  At  any 
rate,  the  firh  operation  of  the 
propofed  meafure  would  be  to  gain 
time,  which,  in  the  prefent  cir¬ 
cumstances,  was  every  thing  ;  the 
fervor  of  the  people  would  there¬ 
by  be  allayed  ;  and  their  views 
bein^  drawn  off  to  a  diftant  ob- 
jedt,  might  be  entirely  worn 
away,  and  even  the  fubjedl  for¬ 
gotten,  before  the  refult  of  the 
enquiry  could  be  known.  In  the 
mean  time,  it  could  require  no 
extraordinary  fagacity,  to  modify 
the  bufinefs  in  iuch  a  manner,  as 
would  effedtually  prevent  its  ex¬ 
tending  any  farther  than  was 
vvifhed  and  intended. 

The  minifter  accordingly  ap¬ 
plauded  the  propofal  highly  ;  and 
only  wondered,  that  a  meafure  of 
fuch  obvious  utility  had  not  been 
thought  of  fooner  ;  he  confidered 
this  as  the  moft  elfential  ground 
of  reform  that  could  be  propofed, 
and  expedled  that  it  would  have 
been  taken  up  before.  For  him- 
felf,  he  wifhed  to  hear  the  propo- 
fitions  of  gentlemen  from  every 
fide  of  the  houfe  ;  and  he  allured 
them,  that  no  man  in  it  would 
be  more  ready  to  adopt  any  plan 
that  appeared  calculated  for  the 
promotion  of  ceconomy,  and  for 
reducing  the  public  expence  to 


ed,  that  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money  Should  be  brought 
as  much  as  poftible  under  check 
and  controul;  and  that  the  pre¬ 
fent  courfe  of  exchequer  was 
inimical  to  a  fpeedy  and  effedtual 
controul  ;  that  fyftem  was  unequal 
to  the  prelent  extent  of  bufinefs, 
and  created  delays  and  inconve- 
niencies,  which  tended  to  ob- 
ftruft,  inftead  of  expediting  the 
national  fervice.  '  The  people, 
he  faid,  ought  to  be  fadsfied  with 
refpedl  to  the  expenditure  ;  it  was 
their  right ;  they  expected  it ; 
and,  for  his  own  part,  there  was 
nothing  he  wifhed  more,  than 
that  the  utmoft  clearnefs  and  pre- 
cifion  fhould  be  found  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  accounts.  —  He  concluded  by 
declaring,  that  he  thought  a  com- 
miflion  of  accounts  would  afford 
the  moft  eligible  means  of  check¬ 
ing  the  public  expence  ;  that  a 
committee,  compofed  of  a  fmall 
number  of  gentlemen,  rendered 
permanent,  and  fitting  through 
the  year,  would  be  capable  of 
rendering  folid  fervice  to  the 
country ;  and  that  he  wifhed  to 
fee  fo  falutary,  and  indeed  fo  ne- 
ceftary  a  meafure  adopted. 

The  oppofition,  on  their  fide, 
congratulated  and  applauded  the 
minifter ;  but  although  they  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  candour  and  fair- 
nefs  which  he  had  fliewn  in  adopt¬ 
ing  the  propofed  idea,  one  gen¬ 
tleman  of  great  difeernment  ob- 
ferved,  that  he  could  by  no  means 
go  along  with  him  in  the  opinion, 
that  a  better,  or  a  more  ready 
mode  of  accounting  to  that  houfe 
for  the  expenditure  of  public  mo¬ 
nies,  might  not  be  devifed,  and 
reduced  to  practice,  than  that  of 
appointing  commiftioners  of  ac» 
[H]  2  counts. 
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counts.  They  were  however 
much  pleafed,  at  the  point  now 
unexpectedly  gained  ;  and  the 
gentleman  who  had  introduced  the 
bufinefs  gave  notice,  that  he  would 
prepare  and  bring  in  propolitions 
for  the  purpofe. 

On  the  following  day.  Sir 
George  Saville  moved.  That  an 
account  of  all  places  held  by  pa¬ 
tent  from  the  crown,  with  the  a- 
mount  of  the  falaries  annexed  to 
them,  and  a  lift  of  the  perfons  at 
prefent  holding  them,  ftiould  be 
laid  before  the  houfe.  By  this 
account,  he  faid,  the  houle,  ana 
of  courfe  his  conftituents,  would 
be  enabled  to  judge,  of  the  fer- 
vices  done  to  the  ftate  in  return 
for  the  falaries  paid  by  it ; .  and 
then  it  would  be  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  houfe  to  decide,  what 
offices  were  efficient  and  necefta- 
iy,  and  the  number  that  were 
merely  finecures,  and  their  emo¬ 
luments  a  burthen  to  the  people, 
without  any  return  of  fervice. 

The  motion  being  agreed  to, 
he  moved.  That  an  account  of  all 
fubfifting  penfions,  granted  by  the 
crown,  during  pleafure  or  other- 
wife,  fpecifying  the  amount  of 
fuch  penfions  refpedively,  and  the 
.times  when,  and  the  perfons  to 
whom,  fuch  penfions  were  grant¬ 
ed,  fhould  be  laid  before  the 
houfe.  He  obferved,  that  his 
honourable  friend,  Mr.  Burke, 
with  that  liberality  peculiar  to  his 
nature,  had  foregone,  in  his  plan, 
an  enquiry  into  fubjeets  of  that 
fort ;  but  however  laudable  the 
motives  of  tendernefs  upon  which 
he  afted  certainly  were,  the  people 
being  rouzfed  by  their  feelings  and 
neceffities  to  a  clofe  examination 
of  the  ftate  of  their  own  affairs, 
and 'into  the  caufes  of  thofe  evils 
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which  they  experienced,  demand¬ 
ed  a  more  ftridft  and  rigid  mode  of 
conduct.  That  the  enquiry  pro¬ 
posed  by  his  motion  formed  a 
principal  object,  not  only  with 
his  conftituents,  but  with  the 
county  meetings  in  general ;  and 
was  neceffarily  become  a  part  of 
the  plan  for  affording  fatisfa&ion 
to  fthe  people  which  he  thought 
himfelf  bound  to  adopt.  Whe¬ 
ther  it  anfwered  their  expectation, 
in  the  whole,  in  part,  or  not  at 
all,  was  not  the  queftion  ;  the  en¬ 
quiry,  and  consequent  knowledge 
of  the  fad,  would  afford  the  fa- 
tisfaftion  which  he  defired. 

A  ftrong  and  determined  oppo- 
fition  to  this  motion  was  imme¬ 
diately  apparent  ;  but  the  debate 
was  broken  ofF  by  the  fudden  ill- 
nefs  of  the  fpeaker,  and  the  buli¬ 
nefs  lay  over  to  the  following 
week.  On  its  revival,  the  ^ 
minifter  moved  an  amend¬ 
ment,  reftri&ing  the  account  to 
thofe  penfions  only  which  were 
paid  at  the  exchequer;  but  this 
he  afterwards  enlarged,  to  the 
giving  the  general  amount  of  all 
penfions,  but  without  any  fpeci- 
fication  of  names,  or  particulari¬ 
ty  of  Turns,  excepting  in  the  fir  ft 
inftance. 

The  propofed  amendments 
brought  out  very  long,  and  ex¬ 
ceedingly  warm  debates ;  in  the 
courfe  of  which  the  minifter  had 
the  mortification  of  difcovering 
much  matter  of  apprehenfion  and 
alarm  ;  and  of  meeting  fuch  an 
oppofition  as  he  had  never  before 
encountered.  He  grounded  his 
oppofition  to  the  motion,  in  the 
firft  inftance,  on  a  principle  of  de¬ 
licacy.  To  expofe  the  neceffities 
of  antient  and  noble  families,  whofe 
fortunes  were  too  narrow  for  the 

fupport 
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iupport  of  their  rank,  to  the  pry- 
big  eve  of  malignant  curiofity,  he 
faid,  would  be  not  only  wanton, 
but  cruel.  To  expofe  the  man 
who  had  a  penfion,  to  the  envy 
and  detraction  cf  him  who  had 
none,  and  by  whom  he  was  there¬ 
fore  hated  ;  to  hold  him  up  as  an 
objeCt  for  the  gratification  of  pri¬ 
vate  malice  and  the  malevolence  of 
party,  merely  as  a  price  for  the 
favour  conferred  on  him  by  the 
crown,  would  furely  be  a  proceed¬ 
ing,  in  its  nature,  equally  odious 
and  contemptible.  Yet  thefe  were 
the  certain  effeCts  which  mult  pro¬ 
ceed  from  an  indifcriminate  dif- 
clofure  of  the  penfion  lilt ;  along 
with,  he  faid,  the  furnifhing  out 
matter  for  a  fealt  to  newfpaper  and 
party  writers,  to  be  by  them  drelt 
up  in  their  own  manner  for  the  en¬ 
tertainment  of  the  public,  at  the 
expence  of  the  noblelt,  perhaps 
the  worthied  and  molt  del'erving 
members  ot  the  ftate.  Such  were 
the  ill  effeCts ;  and  the  noble  lord 
declared  himfelf  incapable  of  dif- 
covering  any  good  which  the  mo¬ 
tion,  if  carried,  would  inevitably 
produce. 

The  minilter  farther  faid,  that 
he  had  very  fufncient  reafqns  for 
believing,  that  the  true  date  of 
the  penfion  lilt  was  very  little 
known  and  underltood.  That  all 
was  not,  property  fpeaking,  pen¬ 
fion,  that  appeared  on  that  lilt. 
Several  large  falaries  were,  in 
exchequer  language,  claffed  un¬ 
der  that  denomination ;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  fwelled  the  payments  in 
that  lilt,  to  which  they  did  not 
properly  belong.  And  if  thefe 
were  deducted,  along  with  the  four 
Ihillings  in  the  pound  tax  on  places 
and  penfions,  the  remaining  pen¬ 
fion  lilt  would  be  found  not  to  ex- 
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ceed  50,000k  a  year;  which 
would  be  10,000 1.  a  year  lefs 
than  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  plan  of  re¬ 
form,  thought  reafonable  to  be  al¬ 
lotted  to  that  article  of  public  ex¬ 
pence.  He  therefore  thought, 
that  the  county  meetings  mult  be 
very  ill  informed,  when  they  made 
the  fuppofed  excefs  in  that  depart¬ 
ment  a  leading  article  in  their  lid 
of  grievances.  And  he  was  cer¬ 
tain,  that  if  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  only  knew  that  all  that  could 
be  gotten  by  expofing  the  names 
of  leveral  honourable  perfons  on 
the  penfion  lid,  would  amount  to 
no  more,  under  the  mod  rigid 
ceconomy,  than  the  faving  of  a 
few  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  their 
hearts  would  revolt  at  the  idea  of 
fuch  a  motion. 

He  concluded  by  drawing  a  dif- 
tinCtion,  between  the  money  grant¬ 
ed  exprefsly  to  government  for  the 
other  public  fervices  of  the  date, 
and  that  allotted  to  the  fupport  of 
the  civil  lid  edablifhment.  The 
fird  was  to  be  fpecifically  applied  ;  ♦ 

and  the  proper  officers  were  an- 
fwerable  for  the  difpofal,  as  well 
as  accountable  for  the  amount. 

But  the  money  granted  to  the 
king  for  his  civil  lid,  was  granted 
freely  and  without  controul  ;  it 
was  then  his  perfonal  property  ; 
was  liable  to  no  redriCtion  what¬ 
ever;  and  was  as  fully  under  his 
direction,  and  as  entirely  at  his 
difpofal,  as  the  rents  of  a  private 
edate  could  be  to  the  owner. 

The  minider’s  principle  of  de¬ 
licacy  was  laughed  at  on  the  other 
fide.  Penfions  granted  for  honour¬ 
able  fervice,  they  faid,  were  marks 
of  honour,  and  not  of  difgrace. 

Nor  did  thofe  granted  for  fupport- 
ing  the  rank  of  antient  and  noble 
families,  whofe  poverty  proceeded 

[ff[  3  from 
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from  the  fault  of  their  anceftors, 
and  not  their  own,  convey  the 
fmalleft  degree  of  reproach.  Po¬ 
verty  was  no  difgrace,  where  it 
was  not  brought  on  by  personal 
vice  or  folly.  As  little  did  the  peo¬ 
ple  with  to  fupprefs  fuch  liberality, 
or  to  retrench  the  means  of  it, 
when  properly  and  honourably  ap¬ 
plied,  in  the  crown.  Ireland  af¬ 
forded  a  living  proof  within  their 
knowledge,  that  fuch  notions  of 
fuppofed  delicacy  were  entirely 
ideal  and  unfounded.  The  holders 
of  pen  lions  in  that  country  were  to 
the  full  as  proud  and  as  delicate, 
as  thofe  under  the  fame  circum- 
flances  in  this.  Yet  the  penfion 
lift  in  that  kingdom  was  every  fe- 
cond  year  laid  before  parliament, 
and  publifhed  in  all  their  news-pa¬ 
pers,  without  its  producing  any 
degree  of  that  difgrace  and  uneafi- 
nefs  to  individuals,  and  without 
opening  any  of  thofe  fources  of 
detraction  and  malevolence,  of 
which  the  minifter  now  pretends  to 
be  fo  apprehenlive.  Not  a  lingle 
lord  or  lady,  however  anjdent  their 
families,  or  however  proud  of  their 
rank,  whether  Englilh  or  Irifh, 
was  ever  yet  known  to  throw  up  or 
to  refufe  a  penfion,  upon  the  ac¬ 
count  of  that  publication. 

The  noble  lord,  they  faid,  had 
endeavoured,  with  his  ufual  art, 
but  with  uncommon  induftry,  to 
render,  by  the  minifterial  juggle 
of  his  calculations,  and  by  (hew¬ 
ing  it  through  the  wrong  end  of  the 
perfpeCtive,  the  objeCt  of  the  mo¬ 
tion  fo  apparently  diminutive,  as 
to  be  unworthy  the  attention  of  the 
people,  and  the  confideration  of 
parliament.  But  even  taking  it, 
they  faid,  upon  his  own  word,  and 
fuppofing  for  a  moment  his  repre¬ 
sentation  to  be  as  fair,  as  it  was 


direCtly  calculated  to  impofe  and 
millead,  although  it  would  be  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  forty  or  fifty 
thoufand  pounds  a  year  was  not 
limply,  and  immediately  in  itfelf, 
an  objeCt  of  great  national  atten¬ 
tion,  yet,  as  every  thing  great 
mult  be  done  by  detail  to  become 
fo,  it  was  ridiculous  to  Contend, 
that  fuch,  and  lefl’er  fums,  were 
not  fit  objeCts  to  be  attended  to, 
and  included,  in  any  fcneme  which 
took  in  a  reform  of  the  national 
expenditure. 

But  money,  they  faid,  was  only 
a  fecondary  confideration,  whe¬ 
ther  with  the  petitioners,  or  with 
themfelves.  The  firft  and*  great 
objeCt  of  both,  was  the  deftruCtion 
of  that  undue  and  corrupt  influ¬ 
ence,  which  was  the  fatal  fource 
of  all  our  evils,  calamities,  dan¬ 
gers,  and  of  the  greater  part  of 
that  ruinous  expence,  under  which 
the  nation  was  linking.  if  by 
cutting  off  forty  or  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  a  year  from  the  means  of 
that  corruption,  forty  or  fifty  vo¬ 
ters  could  be  cut  off  from  that  im-» 
penetrable  parliamentary  phalanx, 
on  whom  no  reafon,  argument,  or 
affeCtion  for  their  country,  was 
ever  capable  of  making  an  im- 
preflion,  nor  of  deterring  from  an 
adherence  to  the  minifter  of  the 
day,  whoever  he  may  be,  and  in 
whatever  predicament  he  might 
Hand,  it  would  be  gaining  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  no  fmall  importance  ;  and 
prove,  in  its  effeCt,  the  faving  of 
infinitely  greater  fums.  Had  fuch, 
favings  taken  place  in  time,  Ame¬ 
rica  would  fiill  have  been  a  part  of 
our  ftrength  and  glory. 

They  treated  farcaftically  the 
liberality  and  candour,  with  which, 
they  faid,  the  noble  minifter  had 
fo  generoufly  offered  to  gratify 
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parliament  with  an  account  of 
thofe  penfions,  which  were  regu¬ 
larly  paid  at  the  public  offices  of 
the  exchequer ;  a  degree  of  in¬ 
formation  which  every  man  in  the 
kingdom,  whether  native  or  fo¬ 
reigner,  might,  by  a  proper  appli¬ 
cation,  obtain  to  as  full  an  extent, 
as  it  was  poffeffed  by  the  noble  lord 
himfelf.  But  it  happened  unluck¬ 
ily  that  this  liberality  was  thrown 
away,  as  the  offer  did  not  at  all 
reach  to  the  objecls  intended  by 
the  people,  or  propofed  by  the 
mover  of  the  prefent  motion. 
Their  enquiries  were  directed  to 
penfions  of  another  nature  than 
thole  that  were  paid  at  public  offices. 
They  were  directed  to  temporary 
penfions ;  to  penfions  during  plea- 
fure  ;  to  penfions  for  the  purpofe 
of  parliamentary  corruption.  So 
unqualified  were  the  charges  upon 
this  ground,  that  a  gentleman  de¬ 
clared  as  a  fa£t,  founded  upon  au¬ 
thority,  he  faid,  which  he  could 
not  doubt,  that  the  minifter,  at  the 
clofe  of  every  feffion,  had  a  fettle- 
ment  of  fuch  penfions  to  make  ; 
that  a  private  lift  of  names,  with 
the  feveral  fums  apportioned  to 
their  refpedlive  fervices  or  merits, 
w^s  then  produced  ;  and  that  as  foon 
as  the  money  was  paid,  the  paper 
was  immediately  burnt,  and  no  me¬ 
morial  of  the  tranfadlion  preferved. 

This  occafioned  a  call  on  the 
oppofition  from  one  of  the  law  of¬ 
ficers,  to  come  forward  with  their 
proofs,  to  name  and  point  out  the 
delinquents  ;  but  not  to  throw 
about  charges  of  fuch  a  nature  at 
random,  if  they  were  not  able  to 
fupport  and  eftablilh.  them.  To 
this  it  was  replied,  that  the  learned 
gentleman  well  knew,  that  they 
could  not  poffibly  poffefs  the  fpecies 
of  evidence,  which  the  rules  of  that 
houfe  rendered  neceffary,  in  order 
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to  fix  fuch  fpecific  charges.  The 
great  objeft  of  the  motion  was  to 
obtain  that  very  evidence  which  is 
now  demanded.  This  the  ininif- 
ter  abfolutely  refufes  to  grant  ; 
and  at  the  very  inftant  that  they 
fee  he  withholds  the  means,  his 
advocates  boldly  challenge  us  to 
bring  forward  our  proofs. 

The  companion  drawn  by  the 
minifter  between  the  civil  lift  re¬ 
venues,  and  the  rents  of  a  private 
eftate,  was  not  at  all  allowed  to 
hold.  Various  parts  of  that  vaft; 
cftablifhment,  the  oppofition  faid, 
were  applied  to  great  national  pur- 
pofes ;  to  thofe  of  public  dignity 
and  utility,  as  well  as  to  the  fup¬ 
port  and  fplendor  of  the  crown. 
Parliament  had  a  right,  and  was 
in  the  practice,  of  enquiring  and 
feeing  into  the  appropriation  of 
that  money.  Tf  it  were  otherwife, 
and  that  great  revenue  to  be  con- 
fidered  merely  as  perfonal  pro¬ 
perty,  the  whole  of  it  might  be 
drawn  off  from  its  original  pur- 
pofes,  and  applied  to  thofe  of  the 
moft  dangerous  nature.  The  po- 
fition  was  therefore  to  be  totally 
exploded,  as  equally  fallacious  and 
dangerous. 

It  was  not  a  little  remarkable,  , 
that  almoft  the  whole  weight  of 
this  very  long  debate  lay  upon  the 
minifter ;  who,  excepting  the  af- 
fiftance  of  fome  of  the  crown  law¬ 
yers,  was  left  alone  to  endure  the 
heat  and  brunt  of  the  day.  He 
was  of  courfe  fo  exceedingly  hard 
puftied,  that  he  was  frequently 
forced  to  fhift  or  abandon  his 
ground  ;  whilft  every  change  of 
pofttion  afforded  fome  new  open¬ 
ing  for  the  feverities  of  his  anta- 
gonifts.  In  thefe  circumftances, 
which  were  aggravated  by  the  na. 
ture  of  the  conteft,  and  the  appa„ 
rent  doubtfulnefs  of  the  iffue,  it 
[ff]  4  is 
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is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  he 
could  not  perfectly  preferve  his 
equanimity  of  temper  ;  and  if  he 
could  not  even  entirely  refrain  from 
fhewing  fome  appearances  of  vexa¬ 
tion  and  peevifhnefs. 

The  queftion  being  at  length 
put*  at  half  an  hour  after  one 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  minif- 
ter?s  amendments  were  carried, 
and  but  juft  carried,  upon  a  d  vi- 
fion,  by  a  majority  of  two  only  ; 
the  numbers  being  1 8 8  to  1 86. 

Sir  George  Saville  then  declar¬ 
ed,  that  as  the  motion,  in  its  pre- 
fent  ftate,  was  totally  changed 
from  that  which  he  had  propofed, 
and  was  rendered  utterly  incapa¬ 
ble  of  obtaining  that  information 
for  the  people,  which  it  was  both 
his  willi  and  his  duty  to  lay  before 
them,  he  ftiould  therefore  give  the 
matter  entirely  up,  and  ftiould  no 
longer  give  himfelf  or  his  friends 
any  trouble,  by  fruitlelsly  oppos¬ 
ing  minifters  in  any  point  which 
they  were  determined  to  carry. 

This  was,  however,  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  divifton.  But  the  lofs  of 
the  queftion  was  the  more  vexati¬ 
ous  to  the  oppofttion,  as  they  con¬ 
ceived  they  had  ftrength  in  town 
fully  fufficient  to  have  carried  it ; 
and  even  attributed  the  difappoint- 
ment  to  the  accidental  abfence  of 
fome  particular  friends.  On  for¬ 
mer  occaftons  this  would  have 
been,  matter  of  triumph  ;  but  they 
were  grown  more  difficult  lince 
their  late  increafe  of  ftrength  ; 
and  complained  bitterly,  that  vo¬ 
lunteer  troops  can  never  be  brought 
to  pay  that  ftri£l  attention  to  duty, 
which  is  pradtifed  by  trained  and 
difeiplined  bands,,  who  have  been 
long  habituated  to  the  punctual  ob- 
lervance  of  a  regular  command. 
The  popular  prints,  however. 


triumphed,  not  only  in  the  clofe-r 
nefs  of  the  divifton,  but  in  an  aft- 
fertion  which  they  repeatedly  e- 
choed,  that  not  a  ftngle  Englifft 
gentleman,  however  he  might  af¬ 
terwards  vote,  had  opened  his  lips 
on  the  ftcie  of  the  minifter,  in  the 
courfe  of  fo  long  a  debate.  It 
wa.  made  no  lefs  a  matter  of  exul¬ 
tation,  that  of  the  knights  of  the 
fhire,  or  reprefentatives  of  Englifh 
and  Welfh  counties,  who  were  then 
prefent,  only  eleven  fupported  the 
minifter  by  their  votes  s  while  no 
lefs  then  fifty-ieven  voted  for  Sir 
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George  Saville’s  original  motion, 
Such,  and  fo  powerful,  was  the 
effect  of  that  fpirit  which  was  now 
prevalent. 

It  was  on  the  fame  day  of  Sir 
George  Saville’s  motion,  that  the 
Marquis  of  Rockingham  brought 
the  Jamaica  buftnefs  forward  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords ;  where  he  pre¬ 
ferred  a  petition  ftmilar  to  that, 
and  fabicribed  by  the  fame  names, 
which  we  have  already  feen  a  fub- 
je£t  of  animadverfton  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.  He  went  over  the 
whole  ground  of  complaint,  and, 
in  a  fpeeckof  a  considerable  length, 
fupported  and  enforced  the  feveral 
matters  of  charge,  in  a  manner 
which  fiiewed  a  very  full  know¬ 
ledge  of  his  fubjedt  j  in  doing 
which,  he  endeavoured  particu¬ 
larly  to  eftablifli  the  following 
points :  - —  The  great  importance 
and  ineftimable  value  of  the  iiland 
•—The  fatal  confequences,  with 
refpedl  to  all  our  remaining  Ame¬ 
rican  and  Weft  Indian  poffeftions, 
which  rrmft  be  the  immediate  and 
inevitable  refult,  of  its  becoming 
the  property  of  the  enemy,  but 
more  efpecially  of  France— The 
criminal  condudl  of  minifters  in 
negledling  all  proper  and  rational 

provifion^ 
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provifion,  for  the  fecurity  and  pro¬ 
tection  of  fo  inellimable  a  poffef- 
f:on —  And,  the  actual  and  immi¬ 
nent  internal  and  external  dan¬ 
gers,  to  which  the  ifland  has  at  fe- 
veral  different  times  been  fubjeff- 
ed,  through  that  neglefl. 

On  the  lafl  ground,  he  particu¬ 
larly  infilled,  and  endeavoured  to 
ciemonllrate,  as  well  by  a  letter 
from  Governor  Dalling,  as  by 
other  authorities,  that  fcarcely  a 
hope  could  have  been  formed  of 
faving  the  ifland,  if  D'Eftaing  had 
bent  his  force  thither,  at  the  time 
that,  fo  fortunately  to  this  country, 
he  directed  his  courfe  to  Georgia. 
So  that  the  prefervation  of  one  of 
the  moll;  valuable  appendages  to 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  relied 
upon  the  error,  blindnefs,  or  folly 
of  the  enemy.  He  farther  urged, 
that  this  conduit  could  not  even  be 
fo  far  palliated,  as  to  attribute  it 
to  mere  negligence  or  forgetful- 
nefs  ;  fuppoling  that  eithef  could 
be  admitted  as  any  palliation.  For 
that  fo  early  as  the  year  1773,  and 
repeatedly  fince,  minillers  had  been 
warned,  by  petitions  and  applica¬ 
tions  from  the  ifland,  of  the  dan¬ 
gers,  both  within  and  from  with¬ 
out,  to  which  it  was  expofed  ;  and 
of  which  no  other  notice  was  taken 
in  the  firfl  inllance,  than  the  draw¬ 
ing  away,  for  the  unhappy  pur- 
pofes  of  the  American  war,  one 
half  pf  the  very  weak  military 
force,  (amounting  to  300  men) 
which  had  been  before  afligned  for 
its  defence.  Nor  had  any  thing 
effectual  been  fince  done. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  protell 
(of  which  we  have  before  taken 
notice)  was  brought  forward,  and 
read  by  Lord  Onflow  as  part  of  his 
fpeech,  in  order  to  fhew,  that  the 
petition  fhould  not  be  confidered 


as  the  fenfe  of  the  ifland,  but 
merely  as  containing  the  fenti- 
ments  of  thofe  perions  by  whom 
it  was  fubfcribed.  He  contended* 
that  the  proteflors,  though  not  fo 
numerous,  poffeh'ed  property  equal, 
if  not  fuperior,  to  the  petitioners  ; 
from  whence  he  argued  that  their 
opinions  were  of  equal  weight  and 
importance. 

This  alfertion  drew  up  the  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Rockingham*  who  having- 
moved  that  the  names  of  the  peti¬ 
tioners  fhould  be  read,  obferved, 
thar  he  believed  moll  of  them  were 
known  to  their  lordlhips  ;  it  was 
now  in  the  noble  lord’s  power  who 
had  read  the  protell,  to  bring  the 
matter  to  an  immediate  iffue ;  he 
had  only  to  pafs  the  names  of  the 
protellors  in  counterview  before 
them,  and  the  bufinefs  would  be 
fettled  ;  it  would  be  at  once  feeri 
on  which  fide  the  queilions  of  pro¬ 
perty  and  refpe&ability  lay. 

The  noble  lord,  however,  de¬ 
clined  to  read  the  names  of  the  pro¬ 
tellors  ;  but  infilled  on  his  general 
pofitions,  that  the  petitioners,  al¬ 
though  many  of  them  were  refpeCl- 
able,  did  not  poffefs  half  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  ifland  ;  that  one-third 
of  the  merchants  and  planters  had 
not  figned  either  the  petition  or 
protell ;  and  it  was  fairly  to  be 
concluded,  that  thofe  who  had  not 
figned  the  former,  did  not  ap¬ 
prove  of  its  contents. 

The  Marquis  rejoined,  that  the 
motives  for  declining  to  read  the 
names  of  the  protellors  were  eafily 
underflood.  The  noble  lord  was 
tender  of  forne  names  ;  and  did 
not  wifh  to  bring  certain  characters 
forward,  which  had  figured  in  that 
tranfadlion.  After  fome  obferva- 
tions  on  thefe,  and  drawing  a 
flrong  contrail  between  the  Hate  of 
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character,  property,  and  refpeCta- 
bility  on  both  Tides,  he  comment¬ 
ed,  upon  what  he  called  rather  a 
ludicrous  paflage  in  the  proteft ; 
by  which  it  is  held  out  as  a  mo¬ 
tive  for  their  objecting  to  a  peti¬ 
tion  for  protection  to  parliament, 
that  it  was  the  intereft  of  the  mer¬ 
chants  and  planters  to  ftand  well 
with  government. 

The  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty 
acknowledged,  that  the  merchants 
and  planters  who  figned  the  peti¬ 
tion  were,  in  every  inltance,  as 
worthy  and  as  refpectable  a  oody  of 
men,  as  any  in  this,  or  in  any 
other  kingdom  ;  but  that  there  was 
not  a  fingle  fad:  ftated  in  the  peti¬ 
tion,  nor  alledged  in  its  fupport, 
which  he  would  not  be  ready  and 
prepared,  one  by  one,  at  a  proper 
time,  to  disprove.  This  brought 
out  fome  altercation  between  him 
and  the  noble  marquis  j  in.  whicn, 
belides  a  difference  of  opinion  with 
refpeCt  to  circumflances  of  danger 
and  protection,  feveral  affertions 
and  contradictions  took  place  as  to 
fads  and  dates.  The  petition  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the 
perufal  and  confideration  or  tne 
lords  ;  under  the  avowed  intention 
of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham, 
to  make  it  the  foundation  of  a  fu¬ 
ture  motion,  for  the  protection 
and  fecurity  of  the  ifiand  of  Ja¬ 
maica  ;  an  intention  which  the 
meafures  adopted  by  government, 
about  this  time,  rendered  unnecef- 
fary. 

On  the  laft  day  of  February,  the 
minifter  in  tne  Home  of  Commons 
moved  that  the  thanks  of  that 
houfe  fhould  be  given  to  Admiral 
Sir  George  Rodney,  for  the  late 
fignal  and  important  iervices  he 
had  rendered  his  king  and  coun¬ 
try.  The  motion  was  feconded  by 


Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend,  warmly 
fupported  by  the  opposition,  and 
unanimoully  agreed  to  by  the 
houfe.  A  fimilar  motion  was  made 
on  the  following  day  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  by  the  Earl  of  Sandwich, 
feconded  by  the  Marquis  of  Rock¬ 
ingham,  and  agreed  to  in  the 
fame  manner.  J 

But  the  oppofition  wifhed  for 
feme  more  fubftantiai  return,  than 
a  mere  vote  of  thanks,  for  the  ef- 
fential-  fervices  performed  by  that 
brave  commander ;  and  accord¬ 
ingly  warmly  contended  in  both 
houfes,  that  while  the  impreffion 
of  fervice  was  recent  and  warm, 
they  fhould  proceed  a  flep  further  ; 
and  apply  for  Tome  mark  of  royal 
favour,  which,  in  cafe  of  any  li¬ 
miter  accident,  or  future  misfor¬ 
tune,  might  afford  to  him  fome 
fecurity,  againft  his  being  again 
negleCted,  and  his  fervices  for¬ 
gotten. 

This,  they  faid,  was  the  more 
neceffary,  as  that  admiral  had  in 
the  laft  war  received  the  thanks  of 
both  houfes  for  the  important  fer¬ 
vices  which  he  then  performed  5 
and  yet  he  was  afterwards  moft 
fhamefully  laid  by  and  negle&ed, 
without  any  provision  being  made 
for  him  fuitable  to  his  rank  and 
high  character  ;  fo  that  honour  was 
almoft  the  only  harveft  which  he 
reaped.  It-  was  likewife,  they 
faid,  the  more  neceffary,  as  it  was 
underitood  that  he  was  deftined 
with  an  inferior  force  to  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  our  Weft  India  iflands ; 
and  that  nobody  was  ignorant,  in 
cafe  of  misfortune  or  lofs,  with 
what  dexterity  the  prefent  minifters 
could  fhift  the  blame  from  them- 
felves,  however  culpable,  upon 
the  ftioulders  of  their  commander. 
In  fuch  a  cafe  Sir  George  Rod¬ 
ney 
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ney  rauft  expcit  the  fame  fate, 
which,  they  laid,  every  other  of¬ 
ficer,  who  ventured  to  aft  under 
their  direftion,  had  already  expe¬ 
rienced. 

The  pod  of  Lieutenant  General 
of  the  Marines,  which  had  been 
intlituted  as  a  reward  for  extraor¬ 
dinary  merit  and  fervice,  and  which 
had  unufually  continued  vacant 
ever  fmee  the  refignation  of  Sir 
Flugh  Pallifer,  was  the  immediate 
objeft  which  the  oppoiition  had  in 
view,  in  favour  of  Sir  George 
Rodney ;  but  this  was  mentioned 
only  as  matter  of  converfation,  or 
propofal  to  the  ministers,  as  they 
would  not  feem  to  prefcribe  to  the 
Crown  by  any  fpecification.  Nor 
did  they  with  to  pufh  the  bufinefs 
to  an  addrefs  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  (where  only,  confidently 
with  forms,  it  could  be  done)  if 
they  could  obtain  a  fatisfailory 
promife  from  the  minider  on  the 
fubjeft.  This,  however,  not  ap¬ 
pearing  to  them  to  be  immediately 
done,  Mr.  Marfnam  framed  a  mo¬ 
tion  for  an  addrefs,  that  his  ma- 
jedy  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
bedew  fome  high  pod  of  honour 
on  Admiral  Sir  George  Brydges 
Rodney,  for  his  late  fignal  fer- 
vices. 

The  minider  declared  the  great- 
ed  perfonal  regard  for  the  abfent 
commander,  as  well  as  the  fulled 
fenfe  of  his  great  merits,  fervices, 
and  high  naval  character  ;  nor  was 
any  gentleman  in  the  houfe  more 
willing  that  he  fhould  be  mod  amply 
rewarded.  But  he  obferved,  that 
it  would  not  only  be  unprecedented 
to  follow  a  vote  of  thanks  with  an 
immediate  addrefs  for  a  reward  ; 
but  that  fo  coupling  the  two  mat¬ 
ters  would  in  future  fubjeft  the 
houfe  to  very  great  difficulty,  and 


eftablilh  a  precedent  which  they 
would  hereafter  have  caufe  to  re¬ 
pent.  He  therefore  widied  the 
motion  was  withdrawn,  as  it  would 
be  exceedingly  irkfome  to  him  to 
oppofe  it ;  which  yet  he  mud  other- 
wife  be  under  a  neceffity  of  doing, 
merely  for  the  fake  of  parliamen¬ 
tary  precedent. 

As  the  minider  likewife  afiiired 
the  houfe,  that  he  was  far  from 
thinking  the  place  of  lieutenant- 
general  of  the  marines,  by  any 
means  more  than  equal  to  the  ad¬ 
miral’s  high  deferts,  the  jullnefs 
of  his  reafoning,  and  the  clearneis 
of  his  declarations,  afforded  fuch 
conviilion  and  fat  is  faction  on  the 
other  fide,  that  the  motion  was 
withdrawn  ;  but  under  the  de¬ 
clared  prefumption,  that  fome- 
thing  was  intended,  and  would  be 
effe&ually  done,  in  favour  of  the 
admiral.  It  may  be  difficult  to  de¬ 
termine,  whether  the  two  great 
naval  commanders  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  (Admiral  Keppel, 
2nd  Lord  Howe)  did  greater  ho¬ 
nour  to  themfelves,  'or  to  Sir 
George  Rodney,  by  the  liberal, 
clear,  and  unreferved  approbation 
and  applaufe,  which  they  bellowed 
upon  his  conduit  and  fervices. 

The  ground  taken  by  the  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Rockingham,  and  other 
lords  on  that  fide,  was,  an  endea¬ 
vour  to  obtain  from  the  marine 
minifler,  by  Hating  the  propriety 
and  expediency  of  the  meafure, 
fome  affurance,  that  either  the  va¬ 
cant  place,  or  fome  equivalent 
mark  of  royal  favour  and  reward, 
was  intended  to  be  bellowed  on  the 
abfent  admiral  ;  the  difarranged 
Hate  of  whofe  private  affairs,  af¬ 
forded  motives  which  were  Hrongly 
urged  in  both  houfes,  for  its  not 
being  merely  honorary. 


2 


But 
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Eat  this,  the  noble  lord  at  the  head 
of  the  admiralty  abfolutely  refufed. 
He  faid,  it  was  the  peculiar  province 
of  the  crown  to  dirtinguifh  and  re¬ 
ward  thofe  who  had  ferved  it  ably 
and  faithfully;  that  it  would  be 
prefumption  in  him  to  undertake 
or  fay,  what  his  majerty  might  or 
might  not,  or  ought  to  do ;  that 
it  would  be  a  direct  invalion  of  his 
prerogative  to  prefcribe  to  him  on 
fuch  an  occarton  ;  that  graces  and 
favours,  fuch  as  thofe  defcribed, 
were  the  proper  gift  of  the  fove- 
reign,  thht  he  never  wifhed  that 
houfe  to  intrench  on  this  ex- 
clufive  right ;  and  it  was  well 
known  to  be  one  of  the  leading' 
char  adteri  hies  of  his  majefty’s 
reign,  to  reward  fuch  of  his 
fubjefts  as  feemed  worthy  of  his 
favour  and  protedlion. 

-aT  11  On  the  following 

March  2d.  ,  .  •  -n  r  6 

day,  the  minuter  fur- 

prized,  at  leak,  one  fide  of  the 
houfe,  by  opening  his  fcheme  for 
the  appointment  of  a  CommiJJion  of 
Accounts .  He  obferved,  that  the 
amount,  the  increafe,  and  the 
manner  of  conducting  the  public 
expenditure,  had  of  late  afforded 
continual  topics  of  debate,  con- 
verfation,  and  complaint  ;  and 
that  it  had  even  been  propofed'  to 
withhold  the  fupplies  for  thofe 
parts  of  the  public  fervice,  for 
which  ertimates  were  not  previ¬ 
ously  produced.  With  refpeCt  to 
that  matter,  he  mutt  repeat  what 
he  had  often  faid  before,  that  while 
we  were  engaged  in  a  widely  ex¬ 
tended  and  expenfive  war,  it  ivould 
be  impoffible  in  many  inttances, 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  fer- 
vices,  to  lay  previous  ettimates  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe.  The  extent,  pe¬ 
culiar  nature,  and  circumftances 
of  the  war,  were  likewife  to  ac¬ 


count  for  the  enormity  of  the  ex¬ 
pence. 

He  wifhed,  however,  as^  hear¬ 
tily  as  any  one  gentleman  in  that 
houfe,  to  give  the  public  the  fulleft 
fatisfaclion,  that  the  money  was 
duly  applied  to  their  fervice  ;  and 
he  equally  wifhed,  that  iome  me¬ 
thod  could  be  devifed  for  dating 
and  fettling  the  public  accounts  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  the  numerous 
balances  upon  each  head  of  ex¬ 
pence  might  be  brought  forward 
more  fpeedily,  and  in  confequence 
be  the  fooner  applied  to  the  public 
fervice.  Various  methods  had  been 
hinted  at  for  effecting  this  purpofe  ; 
the  method  he  fhould  propofe, 
would  be  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  ap¬ 
pointing  a  compulsion  of  accounts. 
He  thought  a  commiffion  would 
have  many  advantages  over  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  accounts  ;  as  it  might 
be  ttrengthened  with  powers,  with 
which  the  houfe  was  not  capable  of 
inverting  the  latter ;  particularly 
the  calling  for  papers  of  all  forts, 
and  the  examining  vvitneffes  upon 
oath.  That  former  commiffions  of 
this  nature  had  proved  nugatory, 
he  faid,  was  eafily  to  be  accounted 
for,  and  as  eafily  to  be  remedied. 
The  fault  lay  partly  in  the  caufe, 
and  partly  in  the  form  and  extent 
of  their  jurisdiction.  They  had 
merely  been  authorized  with  a  re- 
trofpeclive  view  ;  he  meant  to  car¬ 
ry  the  prefent  idea  much  farther. 
He  intended  that  the  bill  fhould 
exprefsly  authorize  the  commiffi- 
oners,  not  only  to  enquire  into  the 
accounts  of  the  part  expenditure, 
but  into  the  current  accounts ;  and 
farther  direct  them  to  confult, 
prepare,  and  report  to  the  houfe, 
what  fhould,  upon  due  examination 
and  confutation,  appear  to  them  to 
be  a  mere  eafy  and  fpeedy  mode  of 

keeping 
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keeping  the  public  accounts,  and 
fettling  them  fo,  that  their  true 
kate  might  from  time  to  time,  as 
near  as  poffible,  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe  when  called  for,  and  the 
various  balances  in  hand  be  im¬ 
mediately  brought  forward,  and 
applied  to  the  fervice  of  the  enfu- 
ing  year. 

The  miniller  obferved,  that 
when  he  had  readily  promiled  his 
akikance  upon  this  fubjeCt  fome 
time  before,  to  an  honourable 
member  on  the  other  fide,  who 
had  called  upon  him  for  it  ;  not- 
wlthkanding  fome  ironical  com¬ 
pliments,  he  could  ealily  per¬ 
ceive  that  his  fmcerity  was  called 
in  quellion,  and  that  his  promife 
or  concurrence  was  only  confider- 
ed  as  a  parliamentary  trick.  The 
only  return  he  then  determined 
to  make,  was  to  feize  the  earliek 
opportunity  of  affording  indifpu- 
table  proof  to  the  houfe,  that  his 
offer  of  affikance  included  his  real 
fentiments,  and  that  no  man 
wifned  more  than  he  did  himfelf, 
for  fome  effectual  means  of  expe¬ 
diting  the  public  accounts.  An 
honourable  gentleman  had  like- 
wife  at  that  time  thrown  out,  that 
it  would  appear  from  the  fort  of 
committee  that  was  appointed, 
whether  he  was  fincere,  or  whe¬ 
ther  the  whole  enquiry  was  to  be 
a  farce  and  a  mockery.  He  fhould 
not  conlider  how  far  this  infinua- 
tion  affeCted  the  honour  of  that 
houfe,  which  was  to  appoint  the 
committee ;  but  he  would  now 
convince  them  of  his  own  fmcerity. 
To  put  the  matter  therefore  totally 
out  of  doubt,  and  to  obviate  the 
various  objections  which  would  be 
made,  whatever  fide  of  the  houfe 
the  members  of  the  committee 
were  drawn  from,  he  fhould  make 
it  a  provifion  in  his  intended  bill. 


that  the  commiffioners  be  refpec- 
table,  intelligent,  and  independ¬ 
ent  gentlemen,  who  were  not 
members  of  either  houfe  of  parlia¬ 
ment. 

Colonel  Barre,  who  had  firk 
introduced  or  propofed  the  buli- 
nefs,  complained  of  this  unex¬ 
pected,  and,  as  he  underltood  it, 
extraordinary  procedure.  The 
hiltory  of  parliament,  he  faid, 
could  not  afford  an  inkance  of  a 
fimilar  tranfaCtion.  His  fcheme 
was  founded  on  a  wiki  to  ferve 
the  public ;  on  a  wiki  to  check 
the  profufion  of  thofe  who  ma¬ 
naged  the  public  expenditure ; 
the  krong  arm  of  the  miniller  had 
wreked  it  out  of  his  hands,  and 
had  put  an  end  to  his  labours. 
He  had  called  upon  the  noble 
lord  to  know  whether  he  would 
affik  him  or  not,  for  two  reafons ; 
the  one,  that  he  knew  nothing 
effectual  could  be  done  in  oppo- 
htion  to  his  power  ;  the  other, 
that  he  knew  it  would  be  impof- 
fible,  without  the  aid  of  his  au¬ 
thority,  to  penetrate  into  the 
arcana  of  many  matters  which 
loudly  demanded  invekigation. 
This  was  the  affikance,  which  he 
required  from  the  miniller ;  and 
he  was  not  without  hope,  that  he 
would  have  intereked  him  in  the 
enquiry,  by  making  him  a  party 
in  the  buiinefs.  But  the  noble 
lord,  inkead  of  giving  affikance, 
makes  himfelf  at  once  the  princi¬ 
pal  ;  and  without  once,  he  faid, 
conlultmg  or  advikng  with  him  ; 
without  any  companion  of  fcheme, 
or  communication  of  defign, 
comes  out  now  with  a  plan  of  his 
own,  at  the  very  inkant  that  he 
had  brought  his  to  the  point  aim¬ 
ed  at. 

His  complaint,  he  faid,  was 
not  the  effeCt  of  difappointment. 

Jf 
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If  the  objeft  he  purfued  was  ob¬ 
tained  5  he  was  indifferent  to  what 
hand  the  benefit  was  owing.  But 
lie  contended,  that  the  plans  were 
effentially  different ;  and  the  one 
made  not  to  fupply>  but  to  coun¬ 
teract  the  other. 

The  opposition  in  general  cri¬ 
ed  Shame  on  this  manoeuvre. 
They  laid  it  was  unfair  and  in¬ 
decent  ;  and  that  if  it  was  not  an 
abfolute  violation  of  effabliShed 
parliamentary  rules,  according  to 
the  dead  letter  of  recorded  pre¬ 
cedents,  it,  however,  militated 
entirely  againft  their  Spirit, ;  and 
that  it  was  totally  fubverfive  of 
that  liberality  of  conduct,  and 
propriety  of  behaviour,  which  it 
was  fo  neceffary  and  becoming  for 
gentlemen  to  obferve,  both  in  that 
houfe  and  without,  in  their  com¬ 
merce  with  each  other.  The  va¬ 
rious  ftriClures  paffed  upon  the 
plan,  will  appear  in  their  place. 

Mr.  Burke’s  eftabliffiment  bill, 
having  been  read  the  firSt  time  on 
the  23d  of  February,  the  author 
pfopofed  the  following  Tuefday 
for  the  fecond  reading.  On  this 
much  altercation  arofe ;  the  mi¬ 
nister  charging  the  minority  with 
precipitating  a  meafure  not  fuffi- 
ciently  considered  ;  they  on  the 
other  hand  accufing  him  of  an  in¬ 
tention  of  delaying  all  reforma¬ 
tion  until  the  fupplies  were  grant¬ 
ed,  and  then  precipitately  proro¬ 
guing  parliament,  without  any 
redrefs  to  fo  many  grievances. 
The  minister  was  called  on  to  de¬ 
clare,  whether  he  would  oppofe 
it  on  the  fecond  reading,  or  let 
it  go  to  a  committee.  After  great 
apparent  irrefolution,  he  declared 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  oppofe 
the  bill  in  that  Stage. 


The  bill  being  read  the.  fecond 
time  without  opposition,  juft  ^ 
after  the  minister  bad  an¬ 
nounced  the  plan  for  his  com¬ 
mission  of  accounts,  Mr.  Burke 
moved  that  it  might  be  committed 
for  the  following  day.  This  was 
oppofed,  on  the  groundj  that  as 
.it  was  neceffary  all  bills,  and  more 
efpecially  thole  of  great  moment. 
Should  be  proceeded  through  with 
caution  and  circumSpeftion,  fo 
the  ufage  of  parliament  was,  on 
that  account,  againft  the  fending 
of  bills  dire&iv  from  the  fecond 
reading  to  a  committee.  If  this 
was  the  rule  in  other  cafes,  how 
much  more  neceffary  was  it  with 
refpedl  to  a  bill  of  fuch  magni¬ 
tude,  which  took  in  fuch  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  objedts,  and  in  the  event 
of  which  fo  great  a  nnmber  of  in¬ 
dividuals  were  interested,  as  the 
prefent,  to  proceed  with  the 
greateft  caution  ;  and  to  afford 
time  for  Sully  examining  its  parts, 
and  duly  confidering  and  weighing 
its  general  and  particular  confe- 
quences,  before  it  was  referred  to 
a  committee.  An  amendment  was 
accordingly  moved,  by  which  the 
following  Wednesday  was  to  be 
fubftituted,  in  the  place  of  the 
enfuing  day. 

This  was  diredtly  charged  on 
the  other  fide  to  the  procrastinat¬ 
ing  views  of  the  minister.  It  was 
not  to  be  fuppofed,  they  Said, 
that  the  whole  of  the  bill  was  to 
be  immediately  confidered  ;  its 
parts  were  to  be  taken  and  treated 
Separately ;  and  their  number 
rendered  it  neceffary  (if  any  thing 
ferious  was  intended  to  be  done) 
to  lofe  no  time  in  their  proceed¬ 
ing.  The  firft  part  to  be  investi¬ 
gated  in  the  committee  was  the 

fimple 
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fimple  queftion,  whether  the  office 
of  third  fecretary  of  date,  other- 
wife  fecretary  of  hate  for  the  A- 
merican  colonies,  was  not  an  of¬ 
fice  altogether  ufelefs,  and  as  fach 
ought  to  be  abolished  ?  Surely 
this  was  not  a  queftion  that  re¬ 
quired  luch  depth  of  thinking,  as 
that  there  had  not  been  already 
full  time  for  its  confideration. 

The  language  which  the  minif- 
ter  now  held  with  refpeCt  to  the 
bill  of  reform,  did  not  feem  much 
to  correfpond  with  that  he  had 
ufed  at  the  firffc  motion  for  the 
bill.  He  probably  thought  he 
had  gone  too  far.  He  coldly  ob- 
ferved,  that  as  the  bill  confided  of 
a  variety  of  allegations,  and  was 
in  faCt  a  farrago  of  incidents,  he 
fuppofed  it  would  not  be  thought 
unreafonable,  when  it  came  be¬ 
fore  the  committee,  if  he  fhould 
then  call  for  evidence  in  fupport 
of  thofe  fadts,  on  which  the  pro¬ 
portions  were  founded,  as  well 
as  a  clear  account  of  the  value  of 
the  favings  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Burke  treated  with  ridicule 
the  idea  of  the  noble  lord,  in  re¬ 
quiring  a  kind  of  proof,  which 
from  its  nature  he,  at  the  fame 
time,  knew  was  impoffible  to 
be  given.  I  affert,  faid  he,  that 
the  third  fecretary  of  date  is  ufe¬ 
lefs,  and  how  am  I  to  prove  it 
but  by  the  notoriety  of  the  faCl  ? 
Will  the  deputy,  the  clerks,  or 
even  the  fire-lighter,  come  to  prove 
it  ?  Did  the  noble  lord  mean,  that 
he  was  to  bring  fuch  evidence  as 
\vas  necedary  to  determine  quef- 
tion  of  private  property  in  a 
court  of  juftice,  in  order  to  prove 
all  thofe  places  to  be  ufelefs  which 
he  propofed  to  abolifh  ?  And  was 
he  alfo  to  bring  fimilar  evidence 
to  prove,  that  the  favings  from 


thofe  reductions  would  amount 
precifely,  without  even  the  ufual 
exception  for  errors,  to  the  exaCt 
lum  which  he  had  fuppofed  or 
dated  ?  The  idea  is  too  ridicu¬ 
lous.  It  will  be  more  manly  and 
becoming  in  the  noble  lord,  at 
once  to  avow  his  antipathy  to 
every  fpecies  and  degree  of  public 
reform. 

The  quedion  being  put  at  12 
o’  clock  at  night,  in  a  very  full 
houfe.  Lord  Beauchamp’s  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  motion,  for  fubditu- 
ting  the  words  Wednefday 
next,”  in  the  place  of“  to-mor¬ 
row,”  was  carried  upon  a  divi- 
fion  by  a  majority  of  35  ;  the 
numbers  being,  for  the  amend¬ 
ment  230,  to  195  who  fupported 
the  original  motion.  The  parties 
feemed  willing  to  make  a  previous 
trial  of  their  drength  in  thefe 
quedions,  before  they  came  to  the 
main  points  ;  and  the  numbers  in 
the  minority,  on  a  mere  matter  of 
time,  was  a  thing  very  alarming 
to  minidry. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke  had,  for  the* 
drd  time,  voted  in  the  oppofition<v 
This  conduct  was  foon  followed 
by  the  removal  of  that  nobleman 
from  his  office  of  lord  lieutenant  of 
the  county  of  Wilts.  So  remark¬ 
able  a  concurrence  of  incident, 
and  coming  fo  clofe  upon  that 
which  related  to  the  Marquis  of 
Caermarthen,  could  not  but  ex¬ 
cite  notice  and  obfervation  both 
within  doors  and  without ;  and  the 
matter  was  taken  up  by  the  Earl 
of  Shelburne  as  an  objeCt  of  par¬ 
liamentary  enquiry,  who  accord¬ 
ingly  fummorted  the  lords  upon 
the  occafion. 

That  nobleman  o-  ,  ,  ,  ,  . 

pened  the  bufineft  by  March  6th> 

dating. 
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Hating,  that  the  trouble  he  had 
given  therh  on  that  day,  was  for 
purpofes  that  equally  concerned 
the  honour,  dignity,  and  indepen¬ 
dency  of  parliament,  and  the  pre- 
fervation  and  fupport  of  the  condi¬ 
tion.  It  was  to  enquire  into  the 
caufe  of  two  noble  lords  near  him 
being  difmiffed  their  employments, 
to  whom  no  charge  of  delinquency 
could  pofiibly  be  made,  nor  even 
was  pretended  ;  nor  could  any 
caufe  be  afiigned  blit  this  fuggef- 
tiori,  that  one  noble  lord  had  de¬ 
clared  the  fide  he  Ihould  take  on  a 
queffion  agitated  in  that  houfe ; 
and  the  other  noble  lord  had  abfo- 
lutely  voted  on  it.  Thefe  were 
the  only  crimes  they  had  commit¬ 
ted  ;  and  for  the  exercife  of  this 
common  freedom,  inherent  in  the 
conditution,  and  belonging  to 
every  member  of  either  houfe  of 
parliament,  they  were  difgracsd 
in  the  face  of  their  country. 

The  noble  earl  pointed  out  and 
enforced,  with  his  ufual  fharpnefs 
and  energy,  the  fuppofed  danger¬ 
ous  tendency  of  this  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  ;  more  particularly  at  a 
time  like  the  prefect,  when,  as 
he  faid,  every  body  felt  and  con- 
feffed  that  the  influence  of  the 
crown  was  carried  to  fuch  an  ex¬ 
treme,  as  affedted  every  depart¬ 
ment,  from  the  minider  to  the 
lowed  officer  of  excife.  He  then 
entered  into  a  detail  of  the  rife  and 
power  of  the  lords  lieutenants  of 
counties ;  and  endeavoured  to  drew, 
that  the  powers  of  that  great  office 
were,  from  its  firft  inditution,  in 
a  very  confiderable  degree  inde¬ 
pendant  of  the  crown  ;  and  that 
it  was  always  confidered  as  pre- 
ferving  a  fort  of  balance,  between 
the  rights  of  the  people  and  the 
power  of  the  prerogative.  He  ob- 
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ferved,  that  the  conduct  of  th'$ 
court  with  refpedt  to  thefe  two  no- 
blemen  Was  the  more  ferioufly 
alarming,  as  the  feveral  laws  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  militia,  which  had  been 
paffed  fince  the  year*  1752,  had 
thrown  chat  originally  conffituti- 
onal  means  of  national  defence, 
aimed  totally  into  the  hands  of  the 
crown  ;  fd  that  being  thus  warped 
from  the  proper  nature  and  defign 
of  the  inditution,  there  was  fcarceiy 
any  thing  left,  but  the.  public  fpi- 
rit  and  independency  of  the  lords 
lieutenants  of  the  counties,  to  pre¬ 
vent  its  becoming  a  mere  date  en¬ 
gine  of  corruption  ;  and  its  being 
even  converted  into  a  machine  for 
the  fubverfion  of  that  conditution. 
which  it  had  been  created  to  pre¬ 
fer ve. 

From  the  militia,  the  noble  earl 
paffed  by  an  eafy  tranfition  to  the 
date  and  government  of  the  army  ; 
a  ground,  on  which  his  early  mi¬ 
litary  knowledge  and  fervice  af¬ 
forded  no  fmall  advantage.  He 
particularly  reprobated,  with  a 
foldierly  vehemence,  a  regulation 
lately  adopted  in  that  fchool  of 
war,  called  occajhnal  rank ;  this 
he  reprefented,  as  being  equally 
fcandalous  in  the  practice,  ruin¬ 
ous  to  the  fervice  in  the  effect,  and 
humiliating  and  degrading  to  the 
army  in  its  principle.  Nothing, 
he  faid,  could  operate  fo  direftly 
and  effectual ly  towards  breaking 
the  heart  of  a  foldier,  and  damp¬ 
ing  all  military  fpir.it  and  ardour. 
Indeed  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  he  feemed  to  want  words  fuffi- 
ciently  to  exprefs  their  deteffation 
of  this  novel,  and,  as  they  de- 
feribed  it,  abominable  practice. 
The  whole  order  of  things  was 
reverfed  by  it.  All  rank  was 
trampled  upon  ;  all  fubordination 

was 
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Was  at  an  end.  The  high  fpirit  of 
honour  which  characterizes  a  fol- 
dier  ;  the  emulation  of  rank,  and 
the  eager  nets  for  fame,  which  in¬ 
clude  his  very  exiftence,  mult  all 
periffi  before  it. 

The  noble  earl  faid,  that  al¬ 
though  their  frequency,  within 
the  knowledge  he  luppofed  of  all 
the  lords,  feemed  to  render  it  un- 
neceffary  to  cite  any  initances  of 
the  abul'e,  and  that  he  would  ra¬ 
ther  avoid  defcending  to  particu¬ 
lars,  yet,  that  it  might  not  be 
thought  he  dealt  merely  in  decla¬ 
mation,  he  would  a  Ik,  what  pre- 
tenfions  a  Mr.  Fullarton  had  to  be 
railed  at  once  to  the  rank  of  a  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel,  and  to  be  appoint¬ 
ed  commandant  of  a  regiment  ? 
That  gentleman  had  never  held 
any  rank,  nor  ever  been  in  the  ar¬ 
my  before ;  he  had  been  clerk  to 
the  noble  lord  now  prefent  in  of¬ 
fice,  when  on  his  late  embalfy  in 
France  ;  where  perhaps  he  might 
have  acquitted  himfelf  very  well 
with  his  pen,  but  never  was  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  ufe  of  the  fword  ; 
yet  this  clerk  in  office,  this  commis, 
contrary  to  all  military  eitablifh- 
ments,  contrary  to  all  the  fpirit  of 
the  army,  was  now  a  lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  had  the  fuperiority 
in  con  mand  over  Lord  Harring¬ 
ton  .m  young  nobleman  of  the 
moft  adtive  and  enterprising  fpirit, 
who  had  fought  his  way,  inch  by 
inch,  to  command,  and  whofe  high 
rank  and  great  family  connections 
ferved  him  in  no  other  refpeCt, 
than  to  render  his  fervices  to  his 
country  the  more  confpicuous. 

Such  promotions,  it  was  faid, 
fo  contrary  to  the  military  rules  of 
every  other  country  in  Europe,  as 
well  as  of  this,  was  fufficient  to 
drive  every  man  of  honour  and 
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fpirit  from  the  fervice,  to  diffemi- 
nate  dangerous  difcontents,  jea- 
loufy,  and  ill-will  throughout  the 
whole  army,  and  to  deter  our 
young  nobility  and  gentry  of  weight 
and  fortune,  from  following  the 
natural  bent  of  their  genius,  in 
attempting  to  ferve  their  country. 
For  who  would  devote  his  time,  his 
fortune,  or  his  life  to  a  fervice, 
where  he  law  a  clerk  from  behind 
his  delk,  fuddenly  raifed  by  mini- 
llerial  caprice,  and  put  over  the 
heads  of  more  than  a  thoufand  of¬ 
ficers  ;  many  of  whom  were  of 
long  and  tried  fervice,  of  eftablifh- 
ed  merit  in  their  profeffion,  and 
had  been  bred  up  to  the  art  of  war 
from  their  earlieft  youth? 

The  Earl  of  Shelburne  clofed  a 
fpeech  of  confiderable  length,  full 
of  matter  and  of  energy,  with  a 
motion  to  the  following  purport 
Whereas  the  Marquis  of  Carmar¬ 
then  was  difmiffed  from  his  em¬ 
ployment  of  the  lieutenancy  of 
the  Eaft  riding  of  the  county  of 
York,  on  the  morning  of  that  day 
when  his  opinion  to  fupport  with 
his  vote  a  motion  that  was  made 
in  the  houfe  on  the  8th  of  Febru¬ 
ary  laft  was  well  known  ;  and 
whereas  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  was 
likewife  difmiffed  from  his  lieute¬ 
nancy  of  the  county  of  Wilts,  foon 
after  he  gave  his  vote  on  the  fame 
queftion,  which  office  of  lieute¬ 
nant  has  been  at  all  times  impor¬ 
tant,  but  moll  peculiarly  fo  under 
the  prefent  conftitution  of  the  mi¬ 
litia.  And  whereas  no  caufe  has 
been  fuggefled  or  communicated  to 
either  of  the  faid  noble  lords  for 
fuch  difmiffion,  this  houle  there¬ 
fore  hath  every  ground  to  believe* 
that  the  fame  had  reference  to  their 
ConduCl  in  parliament. 

And  it  was  therefore  moved, 
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that  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre¬ 
ferred  to  his  majefty,  to  defire  he 
will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  ac¬ 
quaint  this  houfe,  whether  he  has 
been  advlfed,  and  by  whom,  to 
difmifs  the  faid  two  noble  lords, 
or  either  of  them,  from  their  faid 
employments,  for  their  conduct  in 
parliament. 

The  Marquis  of  Carmarthen,  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  motion  was  of  fuch 
a  nature,  that  he  could  not  in  deli¬ 
cacy  fupport  it  with  his  vote ;  but 
that  he  neverthelefs  heartily  ap¬ 
proved  of  it,  as  he  hoped  it  would 
afford  the  means  of  enabling  him 
to  fatisfy  his  enquiring  county,  as 
to  the  caufe  of  his  being  displaced 
from  adting  as  their  lord  lieute¬ 
nant  ;  for  he  trufced  he  fhould  now' 
hear  from  the  mouth  of  fome  of 
the  king’s  confidential  fervants, 
the  reafon  of  his  being  difmilled 
from  that  office.  He' flattered  him- 
felf,  that  his  removal  was  not  oc- 
cafioned  by  any  abufe  of  the  power 
annexed  to  his  office  j  and  he  was 
happy  in  finding  that  he  had  not 
given  any  offence  to  the  people  of 
the  county  of  York,  either  as  lieu¬ 
tenant,  or  by  the  vote  he  had 
given  ;  for  he  had  received  feveral 
letters  from  many  of  the  moft  re- 
fpedlable  gentlemen  in  that  coun¬ 
ty,  containing  a  full  approbation 
of  his  condudl  in  parliament. 

The  Earl  of  Pembroke  explain¬ 
ed  the  nature  of  his  difmiffion, 
which  he  attributed  entirely  to  ad¬ 
vice  ;  as  at  that  audience,  at  which 
he  refigned  the  office  of  lord  of  the 
bed-chamber,  he  had  experienced 
the  fame  gracious  reception  from 
his  fovereign  which  he  had  ever 
been  wont  to  do.  He  obferved, 
that  his  family  had  been  lord  lieu- 
enants  of  the  county  of  Wilts, 
ever  fince  the  office  had  been  hr  it 


known  in  England  5  and  he  wag 
happy  to  find. that  his  condu6t  had 
been  fuch  upon  all  occaflons,  as 
to  meet  the  full  approbation  of  his 
county. 

That|  nobleman,  who  had  ferved 
early  ;  long  ;  and  with  credit  in  the 
l'aft  war,  joined  in  reprobating,  in 
terms  of  exceeding  fe verity,  the 
late  promotions,  as  well  as  the  in¬ 
novations  in  general  which  were 
introduced  in  the  government  of 
the  army.  He  faid,  that  he  de- 
tefled  from  his  heart  the  means 
made  ufe  of  to  obtain  rank,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  eftabliihed  rules  of  fer- 
vice ;  and  he  affirmed,  that  the  ar¬ 
my  in  which  fuch  things  were  per¬ 
mitted,  muft  either  moulder  away 
fo  as  to  be  worth  nothing,  or  elfe 
become  a  dangerous  engine  in  the 
hands  of  government. 

The  diffiretion  of  the  crown  in 
the  appointment  and  removal  of  its- 
officers,  was  the  principal  ground 
of  argument  taken  on  the  other 
fide  in  oppofition  to  the  motion. 
That  the  crown  was  fully  endued 
with  this  power  would  not  be  de¬ 
nied  ;  and  any  attempt  to  circum- 
fcribe  it,  mult  be  confldered  as  a 
direct  and  violent  entrenchment  on 
the  royal  prerogative.  The  pro- 
pofed  addrefs  would  therefore,  not 
militate  lefs  with  the  principles  of 
right,  than  with  all  the  rules  of 
propriety,  and  of  refpeft  to  his 
majefly  ;  nor  indeed  could  the  mea- 
fure  be  fupported  upon  any  better 
ground  of  precedent,  than  what 
was  drawn  from  the  conduct  of  the 
long  parliament.  A  condudl  wffiich 
no  lord  on  any  fide  of  the  houfe 
could  wilh  to  purfue. 

That  the  power  of  the  crown 
might  in  fome  inftances  be  impru¬ 
dently  exercifed,  was  allowed. 
Every  power,  however  modified,. 
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cr  to  whoever  intruded,  was  lia¬ 
ble  to  abufe.  But  they  denied 
that  to  be  the  cafe  in  the  prefent 
inftance.  There  was  nothing  that 
diflinguifhed  the  removals  in  quef- 
tion,  from  a  fucceffive  ftream  of 
precedents,  flowing  down,  from 
the  revolution  to  the  prefent  day, 
through  times  which  were  deemed 
the  moll  favourable  to  liberty. 
The  two  noble  lords,  they  faid, 
held  their  offices  merely  through 
the  favour  of  the  crown,  and 
could  therefore  have  no  right  to 
complain  when  it  was  withdrawn  ; 
they  differed  no  injury,  for  they 
loft  nothing  which  they  could  call 
their  own.  Was  this  then  Effi¬ 
cient  ground  for  a  motion,  which 
went  to  annihilate  one  of  the  firft 
and  the  molt  neceffary  preroga¬ 
tives  of  the  crown,  that  of  choof- 
ing  its  own  fervants  ? 

A  great  law  lord  endeavoured 
with  his  ufual  ability  to  fhew, 
the  various  inconveniences  and 
milchiefs  which  muft  arife,  from 
its  being  once  eftablilhed  as  a 
principle  of  ading,  that  the  royal 
will  was  fubjed  to  parliamentary 
controul  and  examination,  upon 
every  exercife,  which  prudence 
and  reafon  might  dictate,  of  thofe 
powers  which  the  conftitution  had 
vefted  in  the  crown,  of  promot¬ 
ing  or  removing  its  ©wn  officers. 
He  contended,  that  it  would  not 
only  be  fubverftve  of  the  royal 
prerogative,  deftrudive  of  all 
public  fervice,  order,  and  fubor- 
dination,  and  perfonally  degrad¬ 
ing  to  the  fovereign,  but  that 
it  would  involve  parliament  itfelf 
in  continual  and  inextricable  dif¬ 
ficulties.  If  fuch  a  precedent 
was  once  eftablilhed,  the  whole 
time  of  the  houfe  would  be  taken 
up  with  complaints,  appeals,  and 
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addreffes ;  and  they  would  at 
length  become  fo  numerous  and 
perplexed,  that  they  never  could 
be  able  to  fee  their  way  through 
them.  He  feemed,  however,  not 
much  better  fatisfied  with  refpedt 
to  the  right,  than  to  the  expe¬ 
dience  and  propriety,  of  parlia¬ 
ment  at  all  interfering  in  fuch 
matters  as  touched  upon  the  royal 
prerogative. 

The  learned  lord  likewife  call¬ 
ed  for  the  evidence  to  fupport 
the  charge.  No  manner  of  proof, 
he  faid,  had  been  laid  before  their 
lordlhips,  nor  had  any  attempt  evert 
been  made  to  prove,  that  the  dif- 
miffion  of  the  noble  marquis,  or 
of  the  noble  earl,  proceeded  from 
any  vote  they  had  given  in  that 
houfe ;  confequently,  till  fome 
fad;  was  dated,  or  proof  made, 
it  could  not  be  decent  to  ap¬ 
proach  the  throne  on  the  fubjed; 
but  would  on  the  contrary,  in 
his  opinion,  be  highly  improper, 
and  even  difrefpedful. 

The  lords  in  oppofition  ac¬ 
knowledged  in  the  cleared  terms, 
that  the  unlimited,  unreftrained. 
difcretion  of  the  crown,  in  a 
choice  of  perfons  to  fill  the  offices 
of  the  ftate,  was  an  inherent,  in- 
difputable  prerogative,  vefted  in 
it  for  the  be  ft  and  wifeft  pur- 
pofes ;  but  it  was  a  prerogative  or 
right,  the  exercife  of  which,  as 
well  as  of  every  other  power  or 
right  the  crown  enjoyed,  was  fub¬ 
jed  to  the  controul  and  animad's 
verfion  of  parliament.  It  was, 
like  them,  exercifed  by  counfel 
and  advice ;  and  if  improperly 
exercifed,  as  in  other  inftances, 
fubjeded  the  advifers  to  enquiry  ; 
and  if  it  appeared  upon  that  en¬ 
quiry,  ihat  the  caufe  was  not 
luch  as  to  juftifv  the  advice,  fub- 

[I}z  % 


Ija]  ANNUAL  RE 

jedled  them  to  cenfure,  to  remo¬ 
val,  or  to  punifhment. — This  was 
what  was  meant  by  a  difcretio- 
nary  power  being  veiled  in  the 
crown ;  it  was  neither  more  nor 
lefs.  There  was  an  unfound  dif- 
cretion,  as  well  as  a  found  dii- 
cretion ;  in  its  proper  fenfe,  it 
meant  no  more  than  a  power  or  a- 
bility  to  a£t,  which  was  after 
fubjedt  to  the  controul  and  dii- 
cuflion  of  parliament.  But  when¬ 
ever  that  power  was  Hretched  be¬ 
yond  its  due  limits,  when  it  was 
wantonly  and  intentionally  abuf- 
ed,  it  immediately  changed  its 
nature  ;  it  was  then  no  longer 
difcretionary,  it  became  arbitrary 
and  tyrannical. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond,  in 
contradiction  to  fome  of  the  af- 
fertions  made,  and  doftrines  now 
laid  down,  quoted  the  debates  of 
that  houfe  in  the  year  1733,  and 
the  fpirited  proteft  then  entered, 
upon  the  crown’s  difmifTmg  Lord 
C'obham  and  the  Duke  of  Bolton 
from  their  places.  This  he  hop¬ 
ed  would  Hrike  the  lords  as  a  pre¬ 
cedent  fully  fatisfadlory,  for  the 
right  of  parliament  to  regulate 
the  abufe  of  diferetion  in  the 
crown ;  and  he  hoped  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  the  late  Earl  of 
BathurH,  being  at  the  head  of  the 
peers  who  figned  that  proteft, 
would  have  its  due  effedl  on  the 
Lord  Prefident  of  the  council, 
(then  prefent)  in  inducing  him 
to  fupport  the  fentiments  of  his 
noble  father.  The  duke  appeal¬ 
ed,  with  refpedt  to  the  late  pro¬ 
motions  in  the  army,  to  the  law 
lords,  and  to  the  bench  of"bifh- 
ops ;  alking  the  learned  lord  on 
the  wool-fack,  and  the  right  re¬ 
verend  prelate,  at  the  head  of  that 
bench*  how  they  would  approve 
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of  h'aving  filk  gowns,  and  tfr£ 
dignities  of  the  church,  confer¬ 
red  upon  men  every  way  unfitted, 
by  habit,  education,  or  learning, 
for  fuch  llations  ;  men  totally  ig¬ 
norant  both  of  law  and  of  gof- 
pel  ? 

On  this  occafion,  the  Marquis 
of  Rockingham  entered  as  deeply 
into  the  abufes  relative  to  the  mi¬ 
litia,  as  the  military  lords  did 
into  thofe  of  the  army.  He  en¬ 
deavoured  to  (hew,  that  the  ten¬ 
dency  and  effedl  of  all  the  laws 
which  had  for  feveral  years  been 
paffed  relative  to  that  body,  went 
diredily  to  draw  it  daily  nearer 
and  nearer,  to  the  model  and  con¬ 
dition  of  a  Handing  army.  He 
ftated  its  original  nature,  with  the 
motives  and  defign  of  its  infiitu- 
tion  ;  and  then  endeavoured  to 
fhew  how  it  had  been  warped  to 
purpofes  entirely  different.  And, 
after — feveral  maflerly  obfervations 
on  the  fubject,  declared,  that^ 
under  fuch  circumHances,  if  the 
lieutenants  of  counties  were  to  be 
difmifled  for  their  conduct  in  par¬ 
liament,  and  for  differing  in  po¬ 
litical  opinions  with  the  minifiers 
for  the  time  being,  the  only  dif¬ 
ference-  he— Could  make  between  a 
Handing  army,  and  a  militia  fo 
conflituted  and  governed,  was, 
that  (for  feveral  reafons  which  he 
fpecified)  he  would  give  a  prefe¬ 
rence  to  the  former. 

It  was  remarked,  that  the 
fmalleH  anfwer  was  not  made  by 
the  court  lords,  to  the  numerous 
charges  which  were  made  on  the 
other  fide,  with  refpedt  to  the 
government  both  of  the  army  and 
the  militia.  4  Excepting  it  fhould 
be  confidered  as  fuch,  that  a  no*- 
ble  lord  in  office,  who  had  been 
lately  ambaffador  in  Paris,  fpoke 
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&  few  words  'in  vindication  of  the 
promotion  of  his  late  fecretary. 
Colonel  Fullarton ;  who  he  faid 
was  a  gentleman  of  fuch  known 
and  tried  chara&er,  that  he  could 
venture  to  anfwer  for  his  fupport- 
ing  the  character  of  a  foldier  with 
fpirit  and  propriety  ;  that  he  had 
liberally  offered  to  raife  a  regi¬ 
ment  ;  and  that  the  ftate  of  pub¬ 
lic  affairs  rendered  it  neceffary  to 
encourage  fuch  zeal  for  his  ma- 
jefty’s  ferviye. 

The  attention  of  the  houfe  was 
much  drawn  by  the  Duke  of  De- 
vonfhire’s  fpeaking  for  the  firff 
time,  in  public,  upon  this  quef- 
tion.  This  he  did.  with  a  lirm- 
nefs  and  facility,  which  feldom 
accompanies^  a  fir  It  effay  in  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  and  with  a  moderation, 
and  an  air  of  fincerity,  which 
feemed  to  gain  .the  hearts  of  ,thofe 
without  the  bar,  while  an  uniyer- 
fal  filence  reigned  within.  He 
faid  he  had  hitherto  been  filent  on 
all  the  political  queltions  on  which 
he  had  voted,  becaule  fpeaking 
in  public  was  not  agreeable  to  his 
temper.  But  he  obferved,  that 
fuch  was  now  the  deplorable  fitu- 
ation  of  his  country,  that  he 
fhould  think  himfelf  bafe,  dege- 
*acrate,  and  unworthy  the  namp 
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and  chara&er  of  a  man  who  had 
its  intereft  at  heart,  if  he  re¬ 
mained  any  longer  without  an 
exprefs  and  unequivocal  declara¬ 
tion  of  his  fentiments.  He  fup- 
ported  the  motion,  approved  the 
county  meetings  and  affociations, 
and  ffrongly  condemned  the  con¬ 
duct  of  adminiftration. 

He  concluded  by  renouncing 
all  party  motives,  and  party 
views.  He  had  nothing  to  hope 
for  but  the  peace,  profperity  and 
welfare  of  his  native  country.  He 
could  have  no  temptation  to  en¬ 
courage  domeftic  broils  or  civil 
confufion.  He  had  a  confidera- 
ble  ftake  to  lofe,  and  he  was  inte- 
refted  as  an  Englifhman,  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  conftitution, 
and  the  invaluable  rights,  liber¬ 
ties,  and  privileges  dejived  from 
it. 

The  queffion  being  put  at  1 1 
o’clock,  the  motion  was  rejected 
on  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
92,  including  26  proxies,  to  39^ 
including  8  proxies.  The  Duke 
of  Richmond,  who  held  the  Duke 
of  Leinfter’s  proxy,  refufed  to 
give  it  ;  as  a  mark,  undoubted¬ 
ly,  of  his  dilapprobation  of  that 
mode  of  voting. 
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Order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a  committee  on  Mr.  Burke’s  efi  alii  foment* 
hill,  Quefiion  of  competency  fiarted.  Debated .  Oppcfition  infifi,  that 
the  decifion  of  that  quefiipn  Jhould  take  plac-e  of  the  order  of  the  day. 
Sftuefiion  for  the  order  of  the  day ,  carried ,  upon  a  very  clofe  divifion. 
Debates  iu  the  cotnrnittee  on  the  frft  claufe  of  the  efoablifoment  bill,  for 
ubolifhing  the  office  of  third  Jeer  et  ary  of  fate.  Ctaufe  rejected,  after 
'very  long  debates ,  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  very  fmall  majority.  Long  de¬ 
bates  in  the  committee ,  on  a  fubfequent  day ,  upon  that  claufe  of  the  efa - 
hlifoment  bill)  for  abolijhing  the  board  of  trade .  fftuefiion  for  abolifhing 
that  board,  carried  upon  a  divifion.  Difference  between  the  fpeaker  and 
the  minijler.  Mr.  Fullarton* s  complaint  of  the  Earl  of  Shelburne .  Iffoe 
cf  that  affair  in  Hyde  Park.  Notice  given  by  Sir  fames  Lpwther,  of  an 
intended  motion,  for  preferving  the  freedom  cf  debate  in  parliament. 
Subject  confiderably  agitated.  Warmly  refented  without  doors.  Ad- 
dreffes  cf  congratulation  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  on  his  recovery.  Dan¬ 
ger  to  which  Mr.  Fox  and  he  had  been  expojed ,  attributed  to  their  zeal  in 
the  Jervice  of  their  country.  Gontradiors  bill  brought  in  by  Sir  Philip 
fennings  Gierke,  and  carried  through  the  Houje  of  Commons  without  a 
divifion.  Great  debates  on  the  claufe  in  Mr.  Burked  efiadh foment  bill , 
for  abolijhing  the  offices  of  treajurer  of  the  chamber ,  a.nd  others.  Sftuef- 
tion ,  on  the  firfl  member  of  the  claufe,  loft  upon  a  divifion.  Succeeding 
queflions  rejedied.  Debates  on  the  minified s  snotion  for  giving  notice  to 
the  Eafi  India  company,  of  the  paying  off' their  capital  flock  at  the  end  of 
three  years.  Previous  quefiion  moved ,  and  left  on  a  divifion .  Motion 
againjl  receiving  the  report  of  ■  the  new  taxes ,  until  the  petitions  of  the 
people  were  corfidered ,  repelled  upon  a  divifion  by  a,  great  majority .  Earl 
cf  Effingham’ s  motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  for  a  lift  of  places,  pen - 
fions,  Cf  c.  held  by  members  of  that  houj'e ,  rejected  upon  a  divifion. 


IN  two  days  after  the  difpofal 
of  the  quefeion  relative  to  the 
Marquis  of  Carmarthen  and  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  the  order  of 

March  8th.  the  da-y  for  SoinS  l"to 
a  committee  on  Mr. 

Burke’s  eftabl^fhment  bill,  being 
called  for  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  a  gentleman  who  has  long 
pofteffed  an  office,  which,  efpe- 
cially  during  the  prefent  war;,  has 
been  generally  conftdered  as  being 
by  much  the  moil  lucrative  of  the 


iiate,  itarted  an  unexpected  quef- 
tion,  upon  the  incompetence  of 


the  houfe  to  enter  into  any  difeuf- 
fion  whatever,  relative  to  the  king’s 
civil  lilt  revenue  or  eftablifhment. 
This  gentleman,  who  had  hi¬ 
therto  fpoken  rather  ambiguoudy 
with  regard  to  that  plan  of  reform, 
after  -  expreffing  now  his  highef| 
approbation  of  fome  parts  of  it, 
condemned,  in  terms  equally  ex¬ 
plicit,  thole  which  reached  in  any 
decree  to  the  civil  lift  ;  as  well  as 
the  interference  of  parliament  at 
all  in  that  expenditure.  He  faid, 
that  for  his  own  part,  he;  had  ever 
confidered,  and  ever  ffiould,  that 
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the  civil  lift  revenue  was  as  much 
and  as  fully  his  majefty’s,  as  any 
determinable  eftate,  enjoyed  by 
any  perfon  prefent,  was  his  imme¬ 
diate  property.  That  revenue  had 
been  fettled  on  his  majefty,  at  his 
accefflon,  for  life  ;  which  was  an 
intereft  no  power  on  earth  could 
deprive  him  of  without  manifeft 
injuftice;  confequently,  that  part 
of  the  honourable  gentleman’s 
bill,  which  went  to  the  controul  of 
the  civil  lift,  and  to  an  appropria¬ 
tion  of  the  fuppofed  favings  to 
arife  from  the  reform,  was  an  at¬ 
tempt  no  lefs  contrary  to  precedent 
than  to  juftice.  It  would  not  on¬ 
ly,  in  its  confequences,  degrade 
the  fovereign,  but  it  would  reduce 
him  to  the  ftate  of  a  precarious 
penfioner ;  whofe  uncertain  fti- 
pend,  leftened  at  will,  would  be 
at  all  times  liable  to  itill  further 
reduction.  And  to  what  purpofe 
was  this  violence  and  injuftice  to 
be  offered  ? — to  leflen  the  fuppofed 
influence  of  the  crown.  He  had 
heard  a  great  deal  of  the  influence 
of  the  crown ;  but  he  believed  that 
influence  was  never  lefs  known  or 
felt  than  during  the  prefent  reign  ; 
and  this  he  could  fpeak  from  expe¬ 
rience. 

He  declared,  that  he  had  nei¬ 
ther  confulted  the  noble  minifter, 
nor  any  other  perfon  within  or 
without  the  houfe  upon  the  fubjeCt. 
It  was  his  own  opinion,  and  he  was 
determined  to  avow  it,  without 
any  expectation  or  with  of  fupport, 
further  than  what  it  might  be  enti¬ 
tled  to  on  its  own  intrinfc  merit. 
He  was  apprehenfive  that  he  was 
rather  diforderly,  as  the  order  of 
the  day  for  going  into  a  commit¬ 
tee,  flood  in  the  wray  ;  but  it  was 
a  fubjeCt  on  which  he  wifhed  to 
take  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe;  and 
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he  applied  to  the  chair  for  direc¬ 
tion,  in  what  manner  to  bring  it 
forward. 

Although  it  was  contended  on 
the  other  fide,  that  the  principle 
of  the  bill  was  already  fully  ad¬ 
mitted,  as  well  by  the  meffage 
from  the  throne,  which  included 
the  royal  confent,  in  what  related 
to  its  particular  interefts,  as  by 
its  being  referred,  without  oppofi- 
tion,  from  the  fecond  reading,  to  a 
committee  ;  yet  it  was  not  thought 
fitting  to  fpend  much  time  on  that 
ground  ;  but  to  take  much  ftronger, 
and  direCtly  to  combat  the  doCtrine 
itfelf,  without  regard  to  the  mode 
of  bringing  it  forward. 

It  was  maintained,  by  a  great 
variety  of  arguments,  that  the  fo¬ 
vereign,  in  this  country,  did  not 
poftefs  any  part  of  his  revenue,  as 
a  private  or  diftinCt  property.  That 
the  crown  held  no  public  right,  or 
public  property,  but  as  a  truft,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people.  It  could 
in  truth  gain  or  lofe  nothing  ;  be- 
caufe  it  enjoyed  all  it  poftefted  as  a 
favour,  and  for  the  attainment  of 
certain  defined  or  implied  pur- 
pofes  ;  which  purpofes  were  un- 
derftood,  to  be  good  p-oyernrnent, 
and  the  well-being  of  the  ftate. 
The  prerogatives  of  the  crown, 
the  higheft  and  moft  tranfeendant 
parts  of  its  power,  were  created 
by,  and  ought  of  courfe  to  be  ex- 
ercifed  for  the  benefit  of,  the  peo¬ 
ple,  who  created  and  conferred 
them.  It  was  therefore  to  the  laft 
degree  abfurd,  to  reprefen t  as  the 
private  rights  or  property  of  an 
individual,  thofe  which  were  grant¬ 
ed  and  held  for  no  other  end  than 
the  general  good  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  ;  and  every  right  the  crown 
enjoyed,  being  a  delegated  right, 
was  confequently  fubject  to  exami- 

[/J  4.  nation. 
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nation,  correflion,  and  controul. 

Jt  was  particularly,  of  the  very 
effence  of  that  houfe,  to  enquire, 
to  regulate,  and  to  controul  ;  and 
whenever  it  wa&  called  for  properly 
by  the  occaiion,  and  that  they 
fufpended,  concealed,  denied,  or 
refufed  to  exercife  that  right 
and  duty,  then,  every  objedt  of 
their  meeting  and  deliberation  was 
at  an  end  ;  and  they  were  no  longer 
the  fervants  of  the  public,  or  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  people  who 
had  feat  them  there. 

The  mi  aiders  were  by  no  means 
difpofed  to  enter  into  any  difcuf- 
fion  of  this  fubjeft  ;  and  notwith- 
ffanding  the  connexion  between  the 
gentleman  who  had  moved  the  bu- 
fmefs  and  them,  it  was  foon  feen 
that  he  had  a&ed  totally  indepen¬ 
dent  of  their  opinion  and  liking, 
in  thus  bringing  forward  the  quef- 
tion  of  competence  at  fo  critical 
a  feafon.  For  although  they  high¬ 
ly  approved  of,  and  openly  ap¬ 
plauded  the  dodlrine,  yet  they  did 
not  by  any  means  choofe  to  expofe 
a  queftion  of  fuch  importance, 
and  which  might  be  fo  advantage- 
oufly  referved  until  a  proper  op¬ 
portunity  offered,  to  the  rifque  of 
an  irrevocable  decifion,  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  Hate  of  things  without  doors, 
and  of  temper,  which  that  date 
of  things  had  produced,  within. 
Nor  would  the  alternative  of  its 
being  carried  in  their  favour,  (a 
matter,  however,  of  great  doubt) 
be  at  all  more  defirable.  On  the 
contrary,  it  would  have  feemed 
fraught  with  great  danger.  For 
as  the  eftablifhment  by  a  vote  of 
the  incompetence  of  parliament, 
to  fuperintend,  or  interfere,  in  the 
civil  lift  expenditure,  would  a- 
mount  to  a  virtual,  if  not  diredt 
rejection  of  tfye  general  prayer  of 


the  petitions,  the  poflible  confe* 
quences  of  fuch  a  meafure,  feem¬ 
ed  of  too  ferious  a  nature,  to  be 
then  thought  of  without  a  paufe. 

They  accordingly  endeavoured 
to  get  rid  of  the  queftion  as  eafily 
as  poffible,  without  at  all  bringing 
it  to  any  decifion.  With  much  ap~ 
plaufe  therefore  of  the  dodlrine 
laid  down  in  the  propofition,  and 
many  compliments  to  its  framer, 
they,  however,  declared  their  a- 
verfenefs  to  the  meeting  of  abftradfc 
queftions,  and  muft  therefore  op- 
pofe  the  difcharging  the  order  of 
the  day,  and  the  bringing  forward 
of  the  prefent  into  difcufiion.  They 
afferted  that  it  could  be  conlidered 
in  no  other  light  than  that  of  a 
mere  abftradl  queftion,  which  no 
man  was  bound  to  refolve.  That 
they  never  could  think  of  difcuf- 
fing  fuch  a  queftion,  unlefs  it  clear¬ 
ly  arofe  from  the  immediate  bufi- 
nefs  before  the  houfe.  That  no 
perfon  could  fay  that  was  the  cafe 
in  the  prefent  iuifance.  The  prin¬ 
ciple  contained  in  the  propofition 
militated  clearly  againft  the  prin¬ 
ciple  on  which  feveral  claufes  of 
the  bill  were  founded  j  the  matter 
of  both  would  come  then  fairly 
and  naturally  before  them,  when 
they  went  into  the  committee,  and 
came  to  confider  the  feveral  claufes. 
Gentlemen  then,  who  difapproved 
of  any  claufe,  would  oppofe  it  on 
fuch  grounds  as  appeared  to  them 
the  molt  fure  and  conclufive  ;  feme 
on  the  grounds,  that  the  office  pro- 
pofed  to  be  abolifhed  was  not  an 
ufelefs  one  ;  others,  that  proofs  of 
the  allegations  contained  in  the  bill 
were  neceffary ;  and  a  third  de- 
feription  perhaps,  that  parliament 
had  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  ci¬ 
vil  lift  expenditure,  on  any  other 
account,  than  that  of  notorious 
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abufe.  The  firft  law  officer  of1  the 
crown  in  that  houfe,  declared,  that 
he  was  averfe  to  the  diicuffion  of 
the  queftion,  for  he  could  fairly 
afiure  them,  that  if  it  fhould  be 
put,  he  did  not  know  whether  he 
fhould  give  it  a  negative,  or  an 
affirmative. 

The  oppofition  inftantly  per¬ 
ceived  the  dilemma,  in  which  this 
propofition  had  involved  the  mini- 
lters,  and  at  once  determined  that 
they  fhould  not  get  eafily  out  of  it. 
Mr.  Fox  firft  feized  the  occafion, 
and  in  a  fpeech  full  of  fatire  and 
irony,  as  well  as  of  ftrong  fenfe, 
highly  complimented  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  framer  of  the  propofition, 
for  the  open,  direCt,  and  manly 
language  which  he  had  held.  He 
had  delivered  his  fentiments  with 
that  firmnefs  and  candour  which 
fo  uniformly  characterized  his  con¬ 
duct  in  that  houfe.  He  thanked 
him  moft  cordially,  for  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  which  it  afforded  to  both 
parties  to  come  to  an  iffue.  It 
would  fpare  much  time,  and  fave 
infinite  trouble.  It  militated  di- 
reCtly  again  ft  the  bill  on  the  table  ; 
for  certainly,  if  that  houfe  was 
not  competent  to  inquire  into,  or 
controul  the  civil  lift  expenditure, 
the  bill  was  founded  in  the  moft 
glaring  injuftice.  But  while  he 
gave  credit  for  the  direCt  open  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  had  declared  and  fupported 
his  opinion,  he  muft  alfo  declare, 
that  it  involved  doCtrines  of  a  moft 
alarming  nature  ;  and  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  him  to  be  fubverhve  of 
the  firft  principles  of  the  conftitu- 
tion.  He  therefore  fincerely  hoped, 
that  before  the  houfe  proceeded 
further,  they  would  confent  to  let 
in  this  propofition  ;  and  proceed 
to  difcqfs  it;  for  it  would  be  e¬ 


qually  nugatory  and  ridiculous,  to 
go  into  the  committee  on  the  bill, 
until  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  was 
taken  upon  that  queftion.  Jt  muft 
be  firft  got  rid  of,  before  any  one 
claule  in  the  bill  could  be  taken 
into  conli deration.  He  could  not 
at  the  fame  time  help  declaring,  that 
if  it  fhould  be  refolved  and  deter¬ 
mined,  that  parliament  had  not  a 
right  to  interfere,  to  reform,  to  ar¬ 
range,  and,  if  neceffary,  to  refume 
the  grants  they  had  made  to  the 
crown  for  public  purpofes  ;  in  fhort, 
to  fee  to  the  proper  application  of 
the  monies  they  had  granted  ;  there 
was  at  once  an  end  of  the  liberties 
of  this  country.  Give  princes  and 
their  minifters,  faid  he,  the  ex- 
cluftve  right  of  difpofing  of  any 
confiderable  part  of  the  public 
treafures,  and  our  liberties,  from 
that  inftant,  are  gone  for  ever. 

He  denied  that  the  queftion  was 
abftraCt,  as  thofe  who  had  a  mind 
to  get  rid  of  it  were  pleafed  to  af- 
lert.  The  propofition,  as  con¬ 
nected  with  the  bill,  was  no  ab- 
ftract  queftion,  becaufe  it  amount¬ 
ed  to  a  direCt  and  fpecific  denial  of 
its  principle,  which  was  a  tho¬ 
rough  reform  in  the  whole  of  the 
civil  lift  expenditure.  There  was 
no  ground  for  the  other  apprehen- 
fion,  that  the  people  might  be 
milled  by  the  declaration.  How 
milled  ?  Nothing  could  be  a  more 
clear  rejection  of  the  petitions, 
than  the  fuppofition  of  the  princi¬ 
ple  in  queftion,  fairly  propofed  by 
one  gentleman,  and  highly  ap¬ 
plauded  by  thofe  who  would  fain 
poftpone  it.  The  petitioners  fay, 
that  ufelefs  and  iinecure  places 
ought  to  be  aboliffied  ;  that  exor¬ 
bitant  falaries  and  perquifites  ought 
to  be  reduced.  Where  did  thofe 
evils  originate  ?  In  the  expendi¬ 
ture 
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fore  of  the  civil  lift.  Where  was 
the  reform  recommended,  to  ope¬ 
rate  ?  Moil  clearly,  where  the  evil 
exited.  But  the  proportion  holds 
that  no  reform  can  there  operate. 
It  was  then  evident,  that  if  the 
proportion  fhould  appear  to  be  the 
fenfe  of  a  majority  of  that  houfe, 
it  would  comprehend,  one  or  other 
of  thefe  two  anfwers  to  the  peti¬ 
tions  ;  that,  your  petitions  are  ill- 
founded,  and  no  reform  is  necef- 
fary  ;  or,  that  though  they  are  well 
founded,  our  hands  are  fo  tied  up, 
t hat  we  are  incapable  of  affording 
you  redrefs.  —  He  declared,  that 
if  the  proportion  fhould  be  agreed 
to,  by  a  majority  of  that  houfe, 
he  fhould  confider  his  toils  and  la¬ 
bours  as  at  an  end  ;  and  that  as  his 
prefence  there  could  be  of  no  far¬ 
ther  ufe  or  confequence,  he  never 
again  fhould  enter  it. 

Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Townfhend, 
General  Conway,  Mr.  Dunning, 
and  other  dillinguifhed  members 
of  oppoiition,  took  and  fupported 
nearly  the  fame  ground  ;  diverfi- 
|ied  according  to  the  character  and 
genius  of  the  feveral  fpeakers. 

Mr.  Rigby,  who  introduced  the 
frafinefs,  was  allonifhed  at  what  he 
galled  the  unaccountable  mifmter- 
pretation  of  words,  or  perveriion 
of  fenfe,  which  prevailed  on  the 
pther  fide,  in  the  interpretation 
which  was  put  upon  his  propor¬ 
tion.  He  declared  with  energy, 
that  he  would  not  readily  refign 
the  firft  place,  to  any  man,  who 
fhould  profefs  to  entertain  a  more 
warm  and  heady  zeal  for  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  his  country,  than  himfelf ; 
smd  that  it  was  with  no  fmall  de¬ 
gree  of  furprize  and  emotion,  he 
heard  fentiments  imputed  to  him, 
tending  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
con hpution «  He  appealed  to  all 


who  heard  him,  whether  he  had 
uttered  a  fyllable,  which  the  molt 
fertile  imagination  could  fo  inter¬ 
pret.  No  man  revered  the  rights 
of  the  conftitution  more,  or  would 
go  farther  in  maintaining  the  rights 
of  the  people,  within  that  houfe* 
where  only,  in  his  opinion,  fo  long 
as  parliament  exiiied,  they  could 
be  confiitutionally  defended.  He 
maintained  the  right  of  the  people 
to  petition  every  branch  of  the  le- 
giflature  ;  but  it  was  in  that  houfe 
only,  that  their  voice  could  be 
fairly  known  and  acknowledged  ; 
and  from  thence  only  it  could  be 
furely  and  fafely  collefled. — He 
kill  adhered  firmly  to  his  original 
opinion,  and  to  the  proportion 
founded  upon  it ;  and  not  with- 
Banding  the  difficulty  in  which  the 
queiHon  involved  adminiftration, 
fupported  the  oppofition  in  their 
intention  of  bringing  it  to  a  de- 
cifion  ;  declaring-,  that  as  he  would 
not  be  bullied  out  of  his  propor¬ 
tion  by  one  fide  of  the  houfe,  fo 
he  was  refolved  not  to  be  flattered 
or  cajoled  out  of  it  by  the  other. 

The  friends  of  adminiflration  en¬ 
deavoured  all  they  could  to  foften, 
and  in  fome  meafure  to  explain 
away,  the  apparent  fenfe  and 
meaning,  or  at  leak  that  in  which 
it  had  been  firfl  underftood,  of  the 
propofition.  Nor  did  they  only 
attempt  to  refeue  it  from  the  fenfe 
put  upon  it  by  their  adverfaries  ; 
but  likewife  from  fome  part  of 
that,  which  had  in  the  beginning 
drawn  forth  applaufe  on  their  own 
fide.  They  infilled,  that  it  did 
not  by  any  means  involve  in  it  a 
denial  of  the  right  to  reform  a- 
bufes  ;  but  that  it  only  afferted* 
that  it  would  be  unjufl  to  interfere 
in  the  civil  lift  expenditure,  with¬ 
out  proper  proof  of  abufe,  previ- 
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ous  to  the  interference.  And  this 
maxim,  they  faid,  was  fupported 
by  the  conflitution  ;  admitting  the 
right  to  exid,  in  the  llrongefl  man¬ 
ner  in  which  it  had  been  dated  or 
fuppofed  on  the  other  fide.  But 
as  the  purport  of  the  proportion 
had  already  been  miiconceived  or 
mifreprefented  within  doors,  there 
could  be  no  doubt,  that  it  would 
be  much  more  miiconceived,  and 
mifreprefented,  out  of  doors.  And 
they  could  not  help  faying  and 
thinking,  that  the  eagernefs  (hewn 
to  bring  the  right  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman’s  propolition  under  difcuf- 
fion,  could  proceed  from  no  other 
motive,  than  that  if  the  houfe 
ihould  agree  to  it,  it  might  fur- 
nifh  grounds  for  fpreading  falfe  ru¬ 
mours,  and  creating  popular  delu- 
fion. 

This  change  of  ground,  pro¬ 
duced  fome  awkward  fituations  and 
circumftances,  which  afforded  room 
for  laughter  and  farcafm  on  the 
other  fide.  As  to  limiting  the  right 
of  controul,  to  the  previous  proof 
of  abufe,  it  was  faid  to  be  ridicu¬ 
lous.  How  was  the  abufe  to  be 
difcovered  or  proved,  but  by  exa¬ 
mination  and  enquiry  ?  If  parlia-, 
ment  was  competent  to  the  correc¬ 
tion  of  an  abufe,  they  mud  be 
competent  to  the  means  of  its  dif- 
covery.  To  talk  of  any  power  of 
controul,  without  that  of  enquiry, 
pr  of  enquiry  without  that  of  con¬ 
troul,  was  too  abfurd  to  deferve  an 
anfvver.  The  fuppofed  injuftice 
of  enquiry,  before  the  proof  of 
abufe,  was,  if  poffible,  more  fo ; 
and  could  be  only  equalled  by  the 
fuppofition,  that  although  a  man 
ought  to  be  punifhed  for  the  com- 
miffion  of  a  crime  ;  yet  it  would 
be  unjuft  to  try  him,  until  his 
guilt  was  proved. 
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The  queltion  now  before  the 
houfe,  and  on  which  both  parties 
were  to  bring  forward  their  utmofb 
force,  was,  whether,  according  to 
the  order  of  the  day,  it  fhould  be 
refolved  into  a  committee  on  Mr. 
Burke’s  bill,  or  whether  they 
fhould  firlt  enter  into  a  difcuffion 
of,  and  decide  upon,  Mr.  Rigby’s 
propofition.  The  queflion  being 
put  about  nine  o’clock,  the  refo- 
lution  for  the  order  of  the  day  was 
carried,  by  a  majority  of  fix  only* 
the  numbers  being  205,  to  199. 
This  divifion  was  marked  by  the 
fingular  circumflance,  of  Mr. 
Rigby’s  voting  in/ the  minority* 
and  in  oppofuion  to  all  his  friends 
in  adminiitration. 

The  firlt  claufe  in  the  bill,  and 
confequently  the  find  queflion  be¬ 
fore  the  committee,  was  that  for 
abolifhing  the  office  of  third  fecre- 
tary  of  ilate,  otherwife  fecretary 
for  the  colonies  ;  which  was  after¬ 
wards  modified  to  the  fimple  de~ 
fcription  of  one  of  his  majefly’s 
principal  fecretaries  of  date. 

Much  of  the  ground,  which  we 
have  formerly  had  occalion  pretty 
accurately  to  mark  out,  on  the  ap¬ 
plications  of  the  crown  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  for  the  difcharge  of  the  ci¬ 
vil  liil  debts,  and  for  an  addition  of 
revenue  to  that  edabliffiment,  and 
which  we  have  fince  likewife  feen 
not  unfreqently  trodden  upon  other 
occafions,  was  now  again  gone 
over  by  both  parties  ;  and  its 
principal  pofitions  drongly  and 
warmly  disputed.  The  tenure  by 
which  the  crown  held  the  civil  lift 
revenue,  was  again  agitated ;  the 
friends  of  adininidration  consider¬ 
ing  it  as  a  life  edate ;  as  exclufive 
and  private  property.  The  right 
of  parliament  to  interfere  at  all, 
and  in  any  cafe,  in  its  difpofal  or 

expenditure. 
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expenditure.,  was  rather  doubtfully 
ipoken  of  by  the  mod  guarded  and 
temperate,  who  paid  fome  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  tender nefs  and  difficulty 
of  the  ground  ;  but  others,  parti¬ 
cularly  fome  in  high  office,  abfo- 
Jutely  denied  it,  without  qualifi¬ 
cation  or  referve.  But  if  the  right 
of  interference  were  admitted,  the 
miniders  contended,  that  it  mult 
be  in  cafes  of  grofs  abufe,  p-revi- 
oully  and  incontrovertibly,  proved. 
When  that  was  once  done,  that 
houfe  was  undoubtedly  competent 
to  point  out  to  the  fovereign,  the 
proper  mode  of  removing  and  cor¬ 
recting  them  ;  but  that  mode  was 
not  by  palling  a  law  of  refump- 
tion ;  an  extremity,  which  if  at 
all  reforted  to,  it  fhould  only  be  in 
fome  cafe  of  the  laft  neceffity,  when 
all  other  means  had  been  tried,  and 
bad  been  found  ineffectual. 

But  even  fuppofing  that  it  were 
right  and  fit  for  parliament  to  in¬ 
terfere  upon  motives  of  public  ce- 
eonomy,  another  quedion  would 
arife,  whether  the  objeCt  to  be  at¬ 
tained,  namely  the  faving  pro¬ 
posed,  was  of  that  magnitude  to* 
judify  the  houfe,  not  only  in  an 
innovation,  but  in  the  fuppreffion 
©f  an  ufeful  and  neceffary  office. 
For  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
committee,  it  mud  be  deemed  an 
ufeful  and  neceffary  office,  until 
the  contrary  was  clearly  proved. 
They  were  not  to  e  dim  ate  the  of- 
Jree  that  was  propofed  to  be  abo- 
lifhed,  merely  upon  its  own  in- 
trinfic  value ;  but  they  were  like- 
wife  to  coniider  what  the  meafure 
■of  abolifhment  led  to.  The  claufe 
before  them,  formed  but  a  part, 
and  a  very  fro  all  part  indeed,  of 
the  multifarious  bill  to  which  it 
belonged.  But  if  the  propriety 
this  claufe  fhould  be  edabHihed* 


the  fame  principle  would  reach  to 
every  other  part  of  the  bill  ;  and 
its  effeCis  would  be  extended  to  all 
the  branches  of  the  royal  houdiold, 
and  even  didurb  the  domedic  ar¬ 
rangements  within  the  palace. 

But  conlidering  the  claufe  mere^ 
ly  upon  its  own  proper  ground, 
and  fuppofing  the  bill  to  be  formed 
on  the  fentiments  contained  in  the 
petitions,  would  any  gentleman 
venture  to  declare  that  the  office 
was  a  finecure  ;  that  it  was  attend¬ 
ed  with  exorbitant  fees,  perqui- 
fites,  or  emoluments  ;  that  it  was 
a  heavy,  expenlive  edabliffiment  ; 
or,  that  it  was  a  fource  of  much 
influence  in  that  houfe  ?  It  per¬ 
haps  would  be  laid,  that  it  was 
ufelefs  and  unneceffary.  If  that 
ground  is  taken,  let  the  gentle¬ 
men  on  the  other  fide  bring  for¬ 
ward  their  evidence  ;  let  them  de~ 
mondrate  to  the  committee  that  it 
is  fo ;  but  let  not  affertion  pafs 
for  proof,  nor  mere  opinion  for 
argument.  It  will  then  be  incum¬ 
bent  upon  them  to  edablilh  the 
right  as  well  as  the  expediency 
of  interfering,  and  of  refuming 
the  grant  made  to  the  fovereign  on 
his  acceffion  ;  a  grant  which  he 
received  as  an  equivalent  for  that 
ample  revenue,  to  which  he  was 
entitled,  from  the  inffant  of  his 
being  proclaimed  king  of  this 
country ;  and  they  will  dill  be 
called  upon  to  (hew,  that  the  re¬ 
form  is  not  only  jud  and  neceffary, 
but  that  the  mode  propofed,  is  the 
only  one,  or  the  bed,  which  could 
poffibly  be  carried  into  execution. 

They  expeCled,  they  laid,  to 
hear  it  obferved,  that  the  abolidi- 
ing  of  the  office  in  quedion  would 
be  no  innovation,  as  it  was  only  of 
modern  date,  and  of  a  few  years 
Handing  ;  but  to  provide  again# 

this 
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this  they  dated,  that  there  had 
been  a  third  fecretary  of  date,  fo 
early  as  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
Vlth.  and  that  even  in  the  late 
reign,  (which  it  was  now  become 
fo  much  the  fafhion  invidioufly 
to  hold  out  as  the  objeCt  of  all 
praife,  and  as  the  pureft  model  of 
all  public  and  political  virtue) 
that  office  had  fub  Tided  for  feveral 
years ;  fo  that,  in  fad,  it  was  not 
a  new  office,  but  an  old  one,  re¬ 
cently  revived.  But  independent 
of  that,  whether  the  office  was  old 
or  new,  there  was  an  objection  of 
much  greater  weight  to  the  pro- 
pofed  claufe  ;  for  if  it  was  carried, 
it  would  give  rife  to  a  mod  alarm¬ 
ing  and  dangerous  precedent ;  it 
would  eftablifh  it  as  a  maxim,  that 
the  legiflature  were  the  only  pro¬ 
per  judges  of  the  detailed  exercife 
of  the  executive  power.  A  prin¬ 
ciple  which  would  affeCt.  every  eda- 
blifhment  already  made,  or  which 
might  be  hereafter  made  ;  and  at 
the  fame  time,  that  it  diveded 
the  crown  of  one  of  its  mod 
valuable  rights  and  prerogatives, 
would  difable  it  from  difcharging 
the  duties  veded  in  it  by  the  con- 
ditution,  by  taking  away  the  right 
and  exercife  of  judgment,  with 
refpeCt  to  the  manner  in  which  it 
could  mod  faithfully  and  effectu¬ 
ally  difcharge  thofe  duties. 

The  mover  of  the  bill,  and 
thofe  who  fupported  him,  in  an- 
fwer  to  what  had  been  advanced, 
of  the  impropriety  and  injudice  of 
interference  or  punifhment,  with¬ 
out  previous  proof  of  the  abufe, 
drew  a  line  of  didinCtion  between 
the  judicial  and  legidative  capacity 
of  parliament.  in  the  former, 
they  were  undoubtedly  to  proceed, 
in  all  cafes,  upon  legal  evidence, 
in  the  latter,  they  were  totally  dif- 
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charged  from  that  attention.  They 
were  then  in  the  exercife  of  judg¬ 
ment,  upon  the  general  view  and 
date  of  public  affairs  ;  and  they 
not  only  had  a  right,  but  it  was 
their  duty,  to  frame  fuch  regula¬ 
tions  as  they  judged  neceffary, 
with  refpedt  to  the  better  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  country,  whether  with 
regard  to  the  prefent  fecurity,  or 
to  the  future  prefervation  of  the 
conditution.  It  was  even  a  jed  to 
fuppofe  that  parliament  had  not  a 
right  of  interference  and  controul, 
with  refpedt  to  that  mod  facred  of 
all  things,  private  property,  when 
it  concerned  the  public  benefit,  or 
even  convenience.  Was  there  a 
week  during  their  fitting  in  which 
this  right  was  not  exercifed  ?  Was 
there  a  turnpike  bill,  a  dreet  bill, 
an  inland  navigation,  or  a  private 
road  bill,  in  which  this  inter¬ 
ference  and  controul  were  not  pre¬ 
dominant  ?  or  in  which  private 
right,  pleafure,  or  convenience, 
was  not  obliged  to  give  way  to 
public  ufe  ? 

But  they  reprobated,  in  terms  of 
unufual  indignation,  that  doCtrine 
held  out,  in  this  enlightened  age, 
and  in  the  face  of  a  Britidi  par¬ 
liament,  that  the  civil  lid  revenue, 
(in  which  all  the  purpofes  of  the 
politics,  law,  order,  and  good 
ceconomy,  of  the  date  are  in¬ 
volved)  was  to  be  coniidered  as  a 
perfonal  edate,  and  as  mere  pri¬ 
vate  property,  whild  parliament 
was  wholly  incompetent  to  the  fu- 
perintendence  and  controul  of  the 
expenditure.  This  doCtrine,  faid 
Mr.  Burke,  is  not  even  toryifrri. 
It  is  the  a  b  ft  raft  principle  of  ja- 
cobitifin  itfelf.  The  tory  fcheme 
indeed  holds  monarchy  high,  not 
only  as  the  perfection  of  govern¬ 
ment,  but  as  the  foie  mode  of  it 
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■which  can  poffibly  be  good ;  and 
therefore  it  prefers  the  very  de- 
ipotifm  and  tyranny  of  kings,  to 
any  plan,  or  any  adminiftration  of 
a  commonwealth.  But  this  doc¬ 
trine,  grofly  erroneous  as  it  is, 
Hill  proceeds  upon  principles  of 
government,  and  on  grounds  of 
public  good.  But  jacobitifm,  fup- 
pofes  the  adminiftration  of  the 
Hate  a  patter  of  private  property, 
to  be  held  and  tranfmitted  as  an 
inheritance  ;  and  the  unhappy  ad¬ 
herents  to  that  caufe,  always  ar¬ 
gued  it  as  a  defcent  of  an  eftate, 
according  to  the  rules  and  maxims 
©f  private  jurifprudence.  But  if 
this  principle  of  jacobitifm  be  ab- 
furd  with  regard  to  government 
itfelf,  it  muft  be  equally  abfurd 
with  regard  to  any  revenue  pof- 
felfed  by  government.  Corredly 
fpeaking,  government  as  fuch,  can 
have  no  property.  The  whole  is 
a  trull.  But  the  property  of  the 
fubjed  is  no  trull.  It  is  that,  for 
the  fecurity  of  which,  trulls  were 
made ;  and  this  trull  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  all  it's  revenue,  among 
the  rell. .  Property  was  not  made 
by  government,  but  government 
by  and  for  it.  The  one  is  pri¬ 
mary  and  felf-exiftent ;  the  other 
is  fecondary  and  derivative.  He 
contended  therefore,  that  all  fuch 
eftates  being  trulls,  it  makes  very 
little  difference,  whether  they  are 
for  years,  or  life,  or  hereditary. 
It  alters  their  tenure,  but  not  their 
mature.  They  are  all  objeds  of 
public  cognizance,  whenever  they 
become  abufive  or  inconvenient 
enough  to  call  for  infpedion  and 
reformation. 

And  lhall  the  fervant,  the  crea¬ 
ture  of  the  people,  laid  they,  be 
reprefented  by  trtiafonable  fubjeds. 


by  falfe  and  pretended  friends, 
claiming  an  inherent,  felf-created 
original,  and  a  divine  right,  in  the" 
voluntary  grants  of  that  people  for 
whofe  good  he  received  it,  and  for 
whole  good  it  may  be  refumed? 
This  is  the  highell  pinnacle  of 
defpotifm  ;  nor  can  it  ever  rife 
higher.  It  is  ellablilhing  that 
odious  and  deteilable  principle, 
which  experience  has  already  Ihewn 
to  be  totally  fubverlive  of  ail  that 
is  generous,  liberal,  great,  noble, 
or  excellent,  in  the  human  nature 
and  charader,  namely,  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  are  made  for  kings,  ijiflead  of 
their  being  made  for  the  people. 

The  oppofition  were  exceedingly 
vehement,  and  feemed  to  bear  every 
thing  before  them,  on  this  ground. 
Indeed,  almoll  all  the  eloquence, 
powers  of  argument,  and  force  of 
language,  on  that  fide  of  the 
houfe,  were  particularly  direded 
to  it.  The  boldeft  of  the  minifies 
rial  phalanx,  they  faid,  had  fhrunk 
back,  and  were  afraid  to  meet  the 
queftion,  when  every  endeavour 
was  ufed  to  bring  it  fairly  and 
nakedly  into  difcuftion ;  and  yet 

0  •* 

they  now  venture  covertly  to  adopt 
and  fupport  the  principle.  Mr.  Fox 
exclaimed,  with  his  ufual  fervor 
and  animation.  Good  God  !  had  he 
been  afleep  ?  ‘how  had  he  been  loll 
to  himfelf?  to  what  little  purpofe 
had  his  education,  his  knowledge, 
and  his  experience,  been  attained* 
if  it  was  a  dodrine  eftablifhed  in 
that  houfe,  that  the  king  was  to 
be  uocontrouled  in  his  civil  lift. 
Did  men  know  what  they  were 
afterting,  when  they  held  fuch  lan¬ 
guage  ?  Were  they  fo  blind  as 
really  to  fee  no  danger  in  it  l 
Were  they  fo  ignorant,  or  fo  to¬ 
tally  left  to  the  will  of  others,  as 
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to  maintain  a  do&rine  which  went 
to  the  diflolution  of  the  compact 
between  the  king  and  the  people  ? 
Did  not  the  very  nature  of  the 
trull  delegated  to  the  fovereign, 
render  his  accounts  fubjeft  to  the 
infpe&ion  of  parliament  ?  Had 
not  fuch  infpeflion  been  the  uni¬ 
form  practice  of  parliament  ?  How- 
fared  it  with  James  the  Second? 
Was  not  that  unhappy  king,  who 
preferred  a  wretched  penfion  from 
the  crown  of  France,  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  a  great  empire  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  laws  and  confuta¬ 
tion,  deprived  of  his  whole  reve¬ 
nue  by  parliament  ? 

The  oppofition  further  urged, 
that  the  hiHorical  facts  Hated  on 
the  other  fide,  to  (hew  that  an 
office  fimilar  to  that  now  in  queHion 
had  formerly  exifted,  was  nothing 
more,  they  faid,  to  the  purpcfe, 
than  the  bringing  of  proofs  which 
were  not  intended,  that  the  ufe- 
leffnefs  of  the  office  being  difco- 
vcred  upon  trial,  it  was  therefore 
difcontinued.  It  would  be  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  little  confequence  now,  that 
a  dozen  fecretaries  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  through  the  folly  or  caprice 
of  any  of  our  ancient  princes ; 
if  that  fort  of  argument  went  to 
any  thing,  it  would  be  to  the 
revival  ol  all  the  ufelefs  and  dan¬ 
gerous  offices,  which  the  wifdom 
of  pail  kings,  or  the  integrity  of 
former  parliaments,  had  been  ap¬ 
plied  to  abolifh.  The  point  be¬ 
fore  the  committee,  was  merely 
the  queHion  of  utility,  or  inutility, 
with  refpefl  to  that  office.  It 
would  be  fufficient  to  obferve  on 
that  fubjeft,  that  this  country  had 
railed  itfelf  to  the  highell  pitch  of 
power  and  national  glory,  and  that 
her  colonies  had  rifen  to  a  degree 
of  wealth,  power,  and  population. 
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unknown  in  the  hiftory  of  an/ 
other  mother  country  under  the 
fun,  when  we  employed  no  more 
than  two  fecretaries  of  Hate  ;  and 
that  every  feature  in  that  pic¬ 
ture  of  complete  human  feli¬ 
city  was  inHantly  reverfed  upon 
the  appointment  of  a  third. 
Through  that  appointment,  we 
not  only  loll  thofe  very  colonies, 
but  they  were  converted  into  our 
bitter  enemies  ;  along  with  the  lofs 
of  our  colonies  and  commerce,  we 
had  fuffered  fuch  degrees  of  dis¬ 
grace  and  degradation,  in  the  eyes 
of  all  Europe,  as  this  country 
never  before  experienced ;  and 
through  the  fame  caufe,  we  were 
plunged  in  the  prefent  conteH  with 
our  powerful  and  hereditary  ene¬ 
mies,  which  tended  to  our  in¬ 
evitable  ruin.  Was  any  tiling 
more  neceffary  to  fliew,  that  this- 
office  was  at  leaH  totally  ufelefs ; 
and  that  if  not  originally  mif- 
chievous  in  its  nature,  it  had  how¬ 
ever  proved  fatally  ruinous  in  its 
effect  ? 

They  concluded  by  obferving, 
that  it  would  appear  to  a  Hranger^ 
from  the  arguments  ufed  by  the 
friends  of  admirtiflratioa,  that  they 
were  endeavouring  to  deprive  the 
king  of  the  money  allotted  for  his 
privy  purfe,  or  to  curtail  the 
means  of  his  perfonal  pleafures, 
amufements,  or  fatisfa&ion.  Could 
any  perfon  be  fo  blind  as  not  to 
fee,  or  any  member  of  that  houfe 
fo  ignorant  as  not  to  know,  that 
the  objects  were  totally  different? 
That  the  propofed  reform  went  to 
that  great  part  of  the  civil  lift  elta- 
blifhment,  which  being  dedicated 
to  public  purpofes,  was  confe- 
quently  liable  to  public  reform  ; 
and  in  which  the  fovereign  acting 
only  as  trukee  for  the  people-, 

could 


i44]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780 


could  have  no  other  perfonal  inte- 
reft,  than  that  which  was  fo  con- 
ftantly  denied,  of  fupporting  an 
undue  and  corrupt  influence.  But 
at  any  rate,  that  revenue,  like  all 
others,  muft  be  affedled  by  the 
exigencies  of  the  times,  and  pro¬ 
portioned  to  the  ability  of  the 
public,  by  which  it  was  granted 
and  paid.  It  would  be  too  ridi¬ 
culous  to  fuppofe  otherwife.  At 
the  acceflion  of  his  majefty,  when 
a  large  revenue  was  granted  to  him 
for  life,  the  nation  was  great, 
flourifhmg,  and  glorious  beyond 
example.  The  liberality  of  the 
grant,  was  fuited  to  the  felicity  of 
the  time.  The  fmalleft  notice  was 
not  then  given,  of  the  fatal  de- 
figns  which  were  in  embrio,  or  of 
the  ruinous  meafures  that  were  to 
be  purfued.  It  was  fo  impoflible 
to  have  forefeen  the  fubfequent 
public  Ioffes  and  calamities  of  his 
reign,  that  they  could  not  have 
been  conceived  even  in  thought. 
The  lofs  of  America,  and  of  our 
Weft  India  iflands,  was  never  fug- 
gefted,  even  in  a  dream,  to  the 
wildeft  vifionary.  That  great  re¬ 
venue  muft  partake  of  the  nature 
of  all  human  eftablifhments.  The 
fuperftrudture  can  have  no  greater 
liability,  than  the  foundation  on 
which  it  was  raked.  Even  fup- 
pofing,  what  can  never  be  admit¬ 
ted,  that  the  granters  had  no 
power  of  revocation  or  recal,  llill 
the  revenue  muft  depend  upon 
their  ability  to  pay  k.  To  fup¬ 
pofe  that  the  eftablifhments  of  the 
fovereign  would  not  be  affedled  by 
the  public  diftreffes  and  calamities, 
by  the  lofs  of  dominion,  and  the 
fubtradlion  of  wealth  and  power 
from  the  ftate,  was  fuch  an  abfur- 
dity  as  not  to  deferve  anfwer  or 
notice.  It  was  fcarcely  lefs  than 


treafon  to  royalty,  even  to  fuppofe 
that  the  fovereign  would  not  wil¬ 
lingly  participate  in  the  evil,  as 
well  as  in  the  good  fortune  of  his 
people.  Was  it  pofhble  that  thofe 
fycophants,  thofe  falfe  pretended 
friends,  who  held  out  that  doc¬ 
trine,  and  would  repre(ent  the 
king  as  not  wilhing  to  lighten  the 
burthens,  or  relieve  the  diftreffes 
of  his  fubjedls,  were  ignorant  of 
the  incurable  wound  which  they 
would  thereby  inflidt  on  the  royal 
name  and  charadler  ? 

At  a  quarter  before  three  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  the  committee  di¬ 
vided,  when  the  office  of  third  fe¬ 
me  t  ary  of  ftate  was  preferved  by 
a  majority  of  feven  only ;  the 
numbers  being  201,  in  fupport  of 
the  claufe  of  reform,  to  208,  by 
whom  it  was  oppofed.  Such  waa 
the  iffue,  of  one  of  the  longeft  and 
hardeft  fought  days,  that  perhaps 
ever  was  known  in  an  Englifti 
Houfe  of  Commons ;  nor  was  the 
labour  greater  than  the  ability, 
or  than  the  parliamentary  fkill  and 
generalfhip  difplayed  on  both  ftdes. 
The  minifters  finding  the  torrent 
ftrong  againft  them  within  and 
without  doors,  rather  oppofed  their 
adverfaries  indiredUy,  and  with  ef¬ 
forts  to  gain  time,  than  with  many 
arguments  to  the  abftradt  ftate  of 
the  queftion ;  and  in  this  point 
they  fhewed  great  patience  and 
dexterity.  They  even  took  advan¬ 
tage  from  their  prefent  weaknefs. 
The  low  ftate  of  the  minifter’s  ma¬ 
jorities,  was  brought  as  an  argu¬ 
ment  to  prove  that  the  influence 
of  the  crown  was  not  increafed; 
and  one  gentleman  in  office  threw 
out,  that  if  the  noble  lord  was 
not  better  fupported,  it  would  be 
in  vain  for  him  to  attempt  any 
longer  to  carry  on  the  public 
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bufinefs.  On  the  other  fide,  the 
prefent  date  of  divifions  was  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  temper  and  fenfe  of  the 
people  without  doors ;  and  they  uni¬ 
versally  and  heartily  fubferibed  to 
the  latter  proportion. 

The  abolition  of  the  board  of 
trade,  was  the  next  claufe  of  Mr. 

Burke’s  bill  which 
came  under  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  ccinmittee.  The 
great  object  of  debate  was,  on  one 
tide  to  Shew  its  utility,  and  on  the 
other,  to  prove  it  totally  inefficient, 
ufelefs,  and  when  at  any  time  ac¬ 
tive,  either  mifehievous  or  ridicu¬ 
lous,  but  of  late  dwindled  into  a 
mere  fmecure  office,  which  anfwer- 
ed  no  other  purpofe  whatever,  than 
that  of  providing  eight  members 
for  that  houfe,  and  Securing  their 
votes  and  Services  to  the  minifter, 
at  an  income  or  penfion  of  a  thou- 
fand  pounds  a  year  each.  The  fir  ft 
ground  was  taken  up  very  much 
at  large,  with  a  very  laborious  de¬ 
tail,  and  great  knowledge  of  the 
hiftory  of  the  office,  by  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  fat  at  that  board.  The 
oppofite  ground  was  taken  by  the 
framer  of  the  bill  ;  who  beftdes 
Supporting  it  with  his  ufual  ftrength 
of  argument,  threw  out  Such  an  in¬ 
finity  of  wit,  fatire,  and  ridicule 
upon  the  fubjedft,  as  to  excite  a  very 
unufual  degree  of  pleafantry  in  the 
houfe.  The  main  line  of  his  ar¬ 
gument  was  to  Ihew,  that  when  the 
bufinefs  of  trade  and  plantations 
had  been  managed  by  a  committee 
of  council  without  Salaries,  it  had 
been  attended  by  perfons  of  greater 
rank,  weight,  and  ability,  and  that 
bufinefs  of  far  more  difficulty  and 
delicacy  was  better  difpatched,  and 
with  more  expedition  and  Satisfac¬ 
tion,  than  Since  the  appointment 
Vol.  XXIII. 
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of  the  board  of  trade ;  and  this 
polition  he  Supported  with  com¬ 
parisons  of  affairs,  times,  anecdotes 
of  perfons,  and  with  references  to 
the  council  books,  which  gave  great 
livelineSs  and  intereft  to  this  de¬ 
bate. 

The  queftion  was  not  called,  un¬ 
til  a  quarter  paft  two  o’clock  in  the 
morning  ;  when  the  claufe  for  abo- 
lifhing  the  board  of  trade  was  car¬ 
ried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  eight ;  the  numbers  being, 
in  Support  of  the  queftion  207, 
to  199  who  voted  for,  the  Sup¬ 
port  and  continuance  of  the  efta- 
blifhment. 

Such  was  the  firft  of  the  great 
defeats  received  by  adminiftration, 
and  which  So  much  diftinguifhed 
the  prefent  feffion  from  all  others  of 
late  years.  A  defeat  of  Such  a  na¬ 
ture,  as  would  in  any  other  period 
have  proved  fatal  to  any  admini¬ 
ftration.  Some  members  of  the 
oppofition,  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
the  lords  of  trade  to  withdraw  be¬ 
fore  the  divifion  ;  on  the  ground  of 
indecency,  in  their  voting  on  a  quef¬ 
tion  in  which  they  were  So  imme¬ 
diately  and  perSonally  concerned. 
If  this  had  been  agreed  to,  it  would 
have  about  doubled  their  majority. 
But  the  queftion  was  too  trying, 
and  the  SeaSon  too  critical,  to  make 
Such  a  Sacrifice  to  delicacy  or  punc¬ 
tilio  ;  and  the  condudl  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Secretary,  on  the  late  divifion 
in  his  own  cafe,  was  a  Sufficient  pre¬ 
cedent  for  the  prefent,  to  keep  the 
refufal  in  countenance. 

It  was  in  this  debate  firft  difeo- 
vered,  or  at  leaft  firft  publicly  known, 
that  the  fpeaker,  and  adminiftra¬ 
tion,  were  not  upon  good  terms. 
Mr.  Fox  having  called  on  the  fpeak¬ 
er,  for  his  private  opinion  as  a 

[  K]  member. 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780, 


146] 

member,  and  bis  profeffional  as  a 
great  lawyer,  on  the  queftion  of 
competency  in  parliament  with  re- 
fpedl  to  the  controul  of  the  civil 
lift  revenue.  Sir  Fletcher  Norton, 
after  hating  feveral  caufes  which 
rendered  him  extremely  averfe  to 
the  giving  of  any  opinion  in  that 
houfe,  except  in  his  official  capa¬ 
city,  likewife  obferved,  that  a  pri¬ 
vate  opinion  which  he  had  for¬ 
merly  given  on  a  great  law  quef- 
tion  in  that  houfe,  and  which  he 
thought  himfelf  profeffionally  called 
upon  to  give,  (fuppofed  to  allude 
to  a  claufe  in  the  royal  marriage 
bill)  as  well  as  in  compliance  with 
the  apparent  defire,  and  feeming 
wiih  of  the  houfe,  not  only  fub- 
jedted  him  to  a,  mifinterpretation 
of  his  condudt,  but  he  had  alfo  the 
misfortune  to  find,  had  given  great 
offence  in  a  quarter,  where  he  cer¬ 
tainly  did  not  intend  or  wifh  to  give 
any. 

He  afterwards  obferved,  that  the 
noble  lord  at  the  head  of  affairs,  had 
long  withdrawn  all  friendfhip  and 
confidence  from  him.  That  from 
the  time  of  his  reporting  the  fenfe 
of  that  houfe  at  the  bar  of  the 
other,  on  occailon  of  prefenting  the 
money  bills,  for  the  difcharge  of 
the  civil  lift  debts,  and  the  increafe 
of  its  revenue,  all  appearances  even 
of  friendfhip,  confidence,  and  good 
will,  had  ceafed  on  the  fide  of  the 
noble  lord.  He  was  ftill  at  a  lofs 
even  to  guefs,  what  juft  caufe  of 
offence  he  had  then  given.  What 
he  had  done  upon  that  occafion 
was,  to  the  beft  of  his  judgment, 
only  in  difcharge  of  his  duty.  If 
he  had  added  wrong,  it  arofe  from 
error,  not  from  dehgn ;  and  what¬ 
ever  others  might  think  of  his  con¬ 
duct,  he  had  the  fatisfadtion5  of  its 


having  been  unanimoufly  approv¬ 
ed  of  by  that  houfe.— He  hinted 
at  injury  in  a  recent  tranfadtion, 
from  which  the  minifter  and  he 
muft  from  thenceforward  ftand 
upon  the  molt  inequivocal  terms. 
He  declared  that  he  was  not  a 
friend  to  the  noble  lord,  and  that 
he  had  repeated  and  convincing 
proofs,  that  the  noble  lord  was  not 
his  friehd.  The  time  was  not  yet 
arrived,  he  faid,  when  it  would  be 
proper  to  make  the  circumftances 
of  the  tranfadlion  public.  But  if 
the  noble  lord  did  not  do  him  juf- 
tice,  he  would  ftate  the  particulars 
to  the  houfe ;  and  he  would  fubmit 
to  them,  how  far  he  was  bound  to 
remain  in  a  fituation,  where  a  per¬ 
formance  of  the  duties  annexed  to 
it,  fubjedted  him  to  grofs  and  fla¬ 
grant  injury. 

The  minifter  equally  pleaded  ig¬ 
norance  and  innocence,  accompa¬ 
nied  with  no  fmall  degree  of  fur- 
prize  at  the  charge.  Enquiry,  ex¬ 
planation,  and  talking  the  fubjedi 
over,  inftead  of  mollifying  matters, 
only  ferved  to  blow  them  up  to  a 
flame;  and  at  length  induced  the 
fpeaker  to  depart  from  his  preced¬ 
ing  avowed  intention,  of  referving 
for  future  contingencies,  his  difclo- 
fure  of  the  caufe  of  complaint. 

He  accordingly  ftated,  that  upon 
the  death  of  the  late  fpeaker,  he 
had  been  ftrongly  folicited  by  the 
then  minifter  (Duke  of  Grafton) 
to  accept  of  his  prefent  honourable 
fituation,  before  he  could  bring 
himfelf  to  a  compliance.  That  be- 
fides  his  fenfe  of  the  great  weight 
of  the  important  duties  which  he 
was  to  difcharge  in  his  prefent  of¬ 
fice,  there  were  other  very  cogent 
motives  which  operated  to  this  re- 
ludtanee.  It  could  neither  be  deem  - 
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cd  arrogance  or  vanity  in  him  to 
fay,  when  his  charadter  at  the  bar, 
his  (landing,  and  his  general  pre- 
tenfions  were  confidered,  that  he 
was  then  at  the  head  of  his  pro- 
felfion  as  a  common  lawyer.  The 
honours  of  his  profeflion  were  ac¬ 
cordingly  open  to  him  ;  and  he 
was  determined  not  to  relinquilh 
his  claim  to  thefe  upon  any  account 
whatever.  The  nobleman  then  at 
the  head  of  adminillration  wilhed 
to  remove  this  objection  ;  and  pre¬ 
vailed  on  a  gentleman,  then  pre- 
fent,  and  in  high  office,  to  nego- 
ciate  the  bufmefs.  The  terms 
concluded  upon  were,  that  until 
he  could  be  provided  for  in  the 
way  of  his  profeflion,  ( that  fli- 
pulation  taking  place  of  all  others, 
and  confequently,  that  whenever 
an  opportunity  offered,  the  way 
fhould  be  kept  open  for  his  return 
to  Weflminfter  Hall )  he  fhould 
hold  the  finecure  office  of  lord 
chief  juftice  in  Eyre,  which  he 
now  poffefled,  as  an  equivalent, 
and  compenfation,  for  the  advan¬ 
tages  he  had  given  up,  and  the 
duties  which  he  was  to  under¬ 
take. 

But  notwith (landing  this  com- 
padt,  he  had  lately  difcovered,  to 
his  infinite  furprize,  that  a  nego- 
ciation  was  in  train,  between  the 
noble  minifler  then  prefent,  and  the 
chief  judge  of  one  of  the  courts, 
by  which  the  latter  was  to  retire 
on  a  penfion,  for  the  purpofe  of 
appointing  another  perfon  (a  law 
officer  then  likewife  prefent )  to 
fupply  his  place,  and  to  the  utter 
fubverfion  of  his  own  claim.  He 
fcarcely  complained  lefs  of  the 
condudt  and  behaviour  of  the  mi¬ 
nifler,  upon  his  perfon al  applica¬ 
tion  to  him  on  the  fubjedt,  than 


he  did  of  the  fuppofed  injury  of 
the  tranfadtion.  He  allured  the 
committee,  that  he  never  meant  to 
challenge  their  attention,  upon  any 
fabjedt  merely  perfonal  to  himfelf ; 
but  thinking  at  all  times,  that  no¬ 
thing  lhould  be  kept  more  pure 
and  unpolluted,  than  the  fountains 
of  juflice,  he  could  not  but  feel 
when  any  meafure  was  adopted, 
under  whatever  pretext,  that  might 
afford  even  colour  for  a  lufpicion 
of  their  being  corrupted ;  or  that 
any  improper  means  were  reforted 
to,  for  rendering  the  courts  of 
juflice  fubfervient  to  party,  and 
to  fadlious  views  ;  he  therefore 
thought  it  a  duty  highly  incum¬ 
bent  upon  him,  to  take  notice  of 
the  prefent  tranfadtion.  He  con¬ 
cluded  by  averting,  that  money 
had  been  propofed  to  be  given 
and  received,  to  bring  about  the 
arrangement  he  had  mentioned  ; 
and  pledged  himfelf  to  the  houfe, 
that  at  a  proper  time,  he  would  un¬ 
dertake  to  prove  it  to  their  fatisfac- 
tion. 

The  gentleman  in  office,  who 
had  been  alluded  to  by  the  fpeak- 
er,  with  refpedl  to  the  original 
tranfadlion,  acknowledged,  that  he 
had  been  prevailed  upon  by  the 
noble  duke,  then  at  the  head  of 
public  affairs,  to  deliver  the  mef- 
fage  in  quellion ;  and  that  the  par¬ 
ticulars  appeared  to  him  to  have 
been  now  fairly  dated ;  but  as  far 
as  he  could  charge  his  memory  at 
this  dillance  of  time,  he  had  ne-i 
ver  underftood,  that  any  of  thofe 
particulars  came  regularly  or  pro- 
perly'to  the  knowledge  of  the  noble 
lord  now  at  the  head  of  adininiflra- 
tion. 

The  minifler  declared,  that  he 
did  not  look  upon  himfelf  refpon- 
]  2  fible 
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fxble  for  any  prcmife  which  might 
have  been  made  by  his  predeceffors 
in  office.  He  did  not  queftion  the 
account  given  by  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman,  of  the  confedera¬ 
tions  on  which  he  had  accepted  of 
the  chair  in  that  houfe  ;  but  he 
could  fairly  anfwer,  that  he  nei¬ 
ther  knew  of  the  tranfaCtion  at  the 
time,  nor  looked  upon  himfelf  as 
bound,  when  he  did  come  into  of¬ 
fice,  by  any  fuch  promife.  With 
refpeCt  to  the  fpeaker’ s  affertion, 
of  a  negociation,  fuch  as  he  had 
defended,  being  on  foot,  and  of 
money  being  propofed  to  be  given 
and  received,  he  muft  diffent  to¬ 
tally  from  it  as  to  the  point  of  faff. 
He  allured  him,  that  he  had  been 
grofly  mifmformed  ;  and  as  he  was 
himfelf  accufed  of  being  one  of  the 
acting  parties,  he  was  entitled  to 
fay,  that  no  fuch  negociation  was 
on  foot,  as  that  which  had  been 
ilated. 

This  brought  out  much  warm 
altercation,  which  run  into  affer- 
tion  and  direCt  contradiction,  be¬ 
tween  the  fpeaker  and  the  mini- 
ffer ;  and  which  gave  rife  to  fuch 
a  fcene,  and  with  fuch  perfon- 
ages,  as  never  had  been  exhibited 
there  at  any  former  time.  The 
firft  law  officer  of  the  crown  in 
that  houfe,  who  had  been  alluded 
to  as  a  principal  party  in  the  ne- 
gociation,  difclaimed  the  imputa¬ 
tion  with  great  fpirit ;  and  in  a 
fpeech  fraught  with  his  ufual  fharp 
and  pointed  eloquence,  threw  out 
no  friiall  fhare  of  feverity,  in  a  pe¬ 
culiar  drain  of  fare  a  tin,  and  ironical 
fan  re,  upon  the  complaint  and  con¬ 
duct  of  the  fpeaker. 

Although  this  affair  made  a 
contiderable  node'  at  the  time, 
yet  it  foon  died  away.  5  and  pro¬ 


duced  no  other  effect,  than  that 
of  affording  a  new  ground  of  ar¬ 
gument  to  the  oppofition,  that 
the  alarming  influence  which  they 
charged  to  the  crown,  had  not 
only  pervaded,  but  difturbed  the 
due  order  and  oeconomy,  of  every 
department,  of  whatever  nature, 
in  the  ftate.  In  the  mean  time, 
that  law  arrangement,  which  was 
now  charged  to  a  fuppofed  nego¬ 
ciation,  not  found,  or  admitted  to 
exift,  took  place  not  long  after  in 
the  fame  degree  and  effeCt,  which 
the  completion  of  fuch  a  negocia¬ 
tion  could  have  been  expeCted  to 
produce. 

We  have  lately  feen  the  fevere 
ftriCtures  that  were  paffed  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  on  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  Fullarton,  to  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  in  the 
army,  and  to  the  command  of  an 
intended  new  regiment.  Some 
terms  and  expreffions  which  were 
ufed  on  that  occaflon,  having  given 
great  offence  to  the  gentleman  in 
queftion,  he  thought  proper  to  call 
the  fubjeCt  up  in  his  place,  as  a 
member  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mon’s,  before  he  entered  upon  rnea- 
fures  of  a  more  fummary  and  deci- 
iive  nature  for  the  obtaining  of  fa- 
tis  faction. 

He  accordingly  took  no-  ^  . 
tice  in  that  Houfe,  that  ^°L 
his  character,  and  his  conduCt  in 
offering  to  raife  a  regiment,  had 
been  reflected  upon  by  a  noble 
earl  in  the  other ;  a  matter  which 
had  given  him  the  greater  uneaft- 
nefs,  as  he  was  puzzled  how  to 
aCt,  in  order  to  wipe  away  the 
imputation.  He  rofe  therefore  to 
explain  the  motives  of  his  con¬ 
duct,  and  befpoke  the  patience  of 
the  houfe,  as  he  felt  his  honour 
5  wounded. 
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wounded,  and  had  ardently  wifhed 
for  an  opportunity  of  removing  the 
bad  impreffions  of  his  condud,  to 
which  the  place  where  the  reflec¬ 
tions  were  thrown  out,  was  likely 
to  give  occafion.  That  the  reflec¬ 
tions,  as  he  underliood,  were  ex¬ 
tremely  grofs ;  the  noble  earl,  term¬ 
ing  him  a  clerk,  and  in  the  moil 
contemptuous  manner  remarking, 
that  a  clerk  ought  not  to  be  trufled 
with  a  regiment ;  at  the  fame  time 
adding  to  that  remark,  other  infi- 
nuations,  as  falfe  as  they  were  illi¬ 
beral. 

He  then  proceeded  in  a  flile  of 
perfonal  invedive  again  ft  a  noble 
earl  by  name,  which  called  up  Mr. 
Fox  to  order,  who  exclaimed  a- 
gainft  the  unparliamentary  condud, 
of  thus  ftating  what  was  faid  in  the' 
other  houfe,  and  of  thus  mention¬ 
ing  peers  by  name,  in  that;  a  prac¬ 
tice,  not  to  be  endured,  and  con¬ 
trary  to  every  rule  of  parliament. 
.After  ftating  the  impoflibility  of 
their  knowing,  whether  the  words 
alluded  to  were  really  fpoken,  he 
proceeded  to  argue  the  improprie¬ 
ty,  of  confldering  what  was  faid  in 
debate  as  a  private  and  perfonal 
attack.  On  that  ground,  he  muft 
once  for  all  declare,  that  if  fuch  a 
cuftom  prevailed,  the  freedom  of 
debate  muft  ceafe  ;  and  he  con¬ 
tended,  that  the  moft  effential  of 
all  the  rights  of  parliament  would 
be  loft,  if  it  were  once  admitted  as 
a  principle,  that  a  perfonal  affront 
was  intended  to  gentlemen,  when¬ 
ever  their  names  and  public  condud 
were  mentioned  in  debate. 

The  minifter,  (who  had  him- 
felf  fmarted,  particularly  during 
the  prefent  feflion,  under  the  fe~ 
verities  of  the  noble  earl,  whofe 
name  was  now  in  queftion)  admit¬ 


ted,  that  it  was  certainly  wrong, 
in  either  houfe,  to  introduce  the 
name  of  any  member  of  the  other. 
There  were  fome  occaftons,  how¬ 
ever,  which  would  juftify  it,  and  he 
thought  the  prefent  cafe  one  of 
them.  After  high  compliments 
and  praife  to  Mr.  Fullarton,  and 
inftnuating,  that  he  had  gained 
great  honour  by  the  fpirit  with 
which  he  had  felt  and  refented  the 
injury,  even  fuppoflng  that  he  had 
erred  in  the  means  of  j unification  ; 
he,  however,  recommended  to  him, 
to  treat  all  perfonal  attacks  with 
indifference  and  contempt.  To 
give  efficacy  to  this  advice  by  ex¬ 
ample,  he  informed  the  gentle¬ 
man  in  a  friendly  manner,  of  his 
own  conduct  in  fuch  fltuations. 
Noble  lords  in  another  place,  he 
faid,  were  very  apt  to  be  perfonal, 
and  they  very  often  made  free 
with  himfelf.  Among  other  names, 
one  of  them  had  lately  called  him 
a  thing.  The  appellation,  how¬ 
ever  contemptuouily  meant,  was 
certainly  truly  applied;  for  he  un¬ 
doubtedly  was  a  thing .  But  the 
noble  lord  had  put  an  addition  to 
it ;  he  faid  he  was  a  thing  called  a 
minifter.  A  moment’s  confldera- 
tion  convinced  him  that  this  ought 
not  to  be  regarded  as  an  affront, 
becaufe  a  moment’s  conflderation 
reminded  him,  that  the  noble  lord 
who  had  dubbed  him  a  thing  called 
a  ?ninftery  had  not  the  frrtalleft  ob¬ 
jection  to  become  that  very  thing 
himfelf. 

This  advice  and  example,  had 
not  their  effect.  Much  altercation 
continued  ;  llrong  words  were  ftill 
ufed  ;  and  Mr.  Fullarton  defend¬ 
ed  himfelf  by  oblerving,  that  the 
noble  earl  had  attacked  him  by 
name.  He,  however,  vindicated 
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his  warmth  by  informing  the  houfe, 
that  the  earl  in  quedion  had  af- 
ferted,  that  he  and  his  regiment, 
would  be  as  ready  to  draw  their 
fwords  againd  the  liberties  of  their 
country  as  againft  its  foes. 

The  matter  did  not  encl  there. 
In  confequence  of  a  meffage  from 
Colonel  Fullarton,  and  delivered 
by  the  Earl  of  Balcarras,  the  Earl 
of  Shelburne,  accompanied  by  Lord 
Frederic  Cavendifh,  as  his  Second, 
gave  them  a  meeting  in  Hyde- 
Park.  The  earl  being  wounded 
by  his  antagonists  fecond  diet, 
with  great  generofity  of  fpirit, 
fired  his  own  pidol  notwithdand- 
ing  in  the  air.  But  Something 
being  afterwards  hinted  of  a  de¬ 
claration  that  he  had  intended  no¬ 
thing  perfonal,  he  replied,  the 
affair  had  taken  another  train, 
and  that  was  no  place  for  expla¬ 
nation  ;  at  the  fame  time  telling 
his  adverfary,  that  if  he  felt  any 
refentroent,  he  found  himfelf,  not- 
withftanding  his  wound,  able  to 
go  on.  But  Mr.  Fullarton  dif- 
dained  the  idea,  and  hoped  that 
he  could  not  be  thought  capable 
of  harbouring  fuch  a  lentiment.— 
We  are  not  fond  of  dwelling  on 
the  circumdances  of  thefe  unhappy 
perfonal  contefts,  which  had  arifen 
from  the  violent  and  di {ordered 
date  of  the  times  ;  further,  than 
their  connection  with  parliamen¬ 
tary  hiftory,  renders  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary. 


i  3  This  matter,  which 
lviarcn  i  i  •  tt  i 

happened  m  Hyde- 

Park  early  in  the  morning,  was 


brought  forward  in  the  Houfe  of 


Commons,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
fame  day,  by  Sir  James  Low- 
ther.  He  obferved,  that  this  man¬ 
ner  of  fighting  duels,  in  confe- 
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quence  of  parliamentary  bufinefs, 
or  of  exprefiions  dropped  in  de¬ 
bate  in  either  houfe,  feemed  grow¬ 
ing  into  fuch  a  cuftom,  that  it  be¬ 
hoved  them  to  interpofe  their  au¬ 
thority,  before  it  acquired  the 
force  of  a  fettled  habit ;  other- 
wife,  that  there  mud  be  an  end 
of  all  freedom  of  debate,  and  con¬ 
sequently  of  all  bufmefs  in  parlia¬ 
ment.  He  therefore  hoped,  that 
the  houfe  would  exert  itfelf  in  Such 
a  manner,  as  to  render  the  two 
recent  indances  the  lad  of  the 
kind.  If  free  debate  was  to  be 
interpreted  into  perfonal  attack, 
and  quedions  of  a  public  nature, 
which  came  before  either  houfe, 
were  to  be  decided  by  the  fword, 
the  Britifh  parliament  would  be  at 
once  reduced  to  the  condition  of 
a  Polidi  diet.  In  fuch  circum- 
dances,  he  thought  it  would  be 
better  for  the  members  totally  to 
give  up  all  ideas  of  parliamentary 
difeuffion,  to  abandon  the  Senate, 
and  refort  at  once  to  the  field ; 
where,  without  farther  trouble,  they 
might  have  recourfe  to  arms,  as  the 
foie  arbiter  of  political  difference  of 
opinion. 

Mr.  Fullarton’s  friends,  befides 
palling  the  highed  eulogiums  on 
that  gentleman’s  character,  hinted 
the  impropriety  or  indelicacy  of 
entering  at  all  into  the  matter  in 
his  abfence  ;  Sir  James  Lovvther 
replied,  that  as  it  was  the  lad  day 
of  their  fitting  before  the  Eader 
fecefs,  and  he  knew  the  houfe  had 
dill  much  necelfary  bufinefs  before 
it,  he  had  no  intention  of  proceed¬ 
ing  any  farther  then  upon  the  Sub¬ 
ject  ;  but  he  confidered  the  free¬ 
dom  of  debate  as  fo  immediate¬ 
ly  involving  the  very  exidence  of 
parliament,  that  he  Ihould  move, 

immediately 
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immediately  after  the  holidays,  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  might 
attend  in  his  place,  in  order  that 
the  matter  might  then  be  taken 
into  confideration.  This  '  notice, 
or  intention,  not  meeting  with  ap¬ 
probation,  and  it  being  obje&ed, 
that  fuch  an  order  would  convey 
fome  mark  of  cenfure  on  Mr.  Ful- 
larton’s  condud  ;  Sir  James  Low- 
ther  concluded  by  declaring,  that 
he  was  indifferent  in  what  manner 
the  bufinefs  was  brought  on,  but 
that  he  certainly  would  bring  it  for¬ 
ward,  in  fome  form  or  other,  at  the 
time  he  had  mentioned  ;  and  he 
wifhed  that  the  gentleman’s  friends 
who  were  now  prefent  would  in¬ 
form  him  of  his  intention,  as  well 
as  of  the  day  which  would  be  in 
future  fixed,  that  he  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  attending  in  his 
place. 

Some  other  gentlemen  in  oppo- 
fition,  went  farther  and  more  par¬ 
ticularly  into  the  matter,  than  Sir 
James  Lowther.  They  contend¬ 
ed,  that  the  words  fpoken  by  the 
noble  earl,  were  in  the  ftri&eft 
fenfe  parliamentary  language.  That 
the  honourable  gentleman  feemed 
to  have  confounded  public  debate 
with  private  converfation.  They 
drew  the  line  of  diftindtion  between 
both.  In  the  latter,  the  object  was 
the  happinefs  and  fatis faction  of 
all  prefent ;  it  was  there  the  du¬ 
ty  of  every  one  to  be  upon  his 
guard,  and  to  take  care,  that  he 
let  no  expreffion  flip,  which  might 
either  give  offence  to  any  indivi¬ 
dual,  or  diflurb  the  harmony  of 
the  whole.  In  public  debate,  the 
cafe  was  widely  and  effentially  dif¬ 
ferent.  The  very  means  and  end 
of  public  debate,  were  free  dif- 
cuffion,  and  an  open  unrefcrved 
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mode  of  agitating  every  fubjedl, 
to  which  the  queftion  under  debate 
had  reference.  Without  that  free 
difcuffion,  the  queftion  could  not  be 
agitated  at  all. 

A  gentleman  high  in  office,  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  neceffity  of  pre- 
ferving  the  freedom  of  debate  ; 
that  public  meafures,  and  public 
men,  were  fit  objects  of  difcuffion  ; 
and  that  if  any  check  was  put  to 
the  unreferved  agitation  of  fuch 
topics,  parliament  would  be  of  no 
ufe,  and  might  as  well  be  abo- 
lifhed.  But  how  far  it  was  war¬ 
rantable  in  the  difcuffion  of  pub¬ 
lic  matters,  and  in  the  allufion  to 
public  men,  to  throw  out  reflec¬ 
tions  of  an  invidious  nature,  and 
to  treat  them  contemptuoufly,  was 
another  queftion  ;  and  refpedling 
which,  every  gentleman  mull  draw 
his  own  line,  and  would  adt  ac¬ 
cordingly.  He  wifhed  therefore, 
that  the  propofed  enquiry  into  an 
unfortunate  affair,  fhould  be  en¬ 
tirely  dropped.  That,  and  every 
other  matter  like  it,  fhould  be 
buffered  to  reft  undilturbed,  and 
be  buried  in  total  oblivion.  He 
was  happy  to  hear,  that  both  par¬ 
ties  were  fafe,  and  that  no  affair 
of  the  fort,  could  terminate  more 
to  the  honour  of  thofe  concern¬ 
ed.  Why  then  fhould  they  inter¬ 
fere  with,  or  revive  it  ?  No  means, 
nor  no  authority,  could  prevent  gen¬ 
tlemen,  who  felt,  or  who  thought, 
their  honour  injured,  from  feek- 
ing  and  obtaining  redrefs  in  the 
cuftomary  mode.  —  In  talking  of 
the  two  recent  affairs,  he  faid,  they 
were  matters  which  every  man 
muft  lament,  but  which  no  man, 
nor  no  fet  of  men,  were  able  to 
put  a  flop  to.  Out  of  this  great 
evil,  however,  he  thought  fome 
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little  good  would  enfue  ;  and  that 
was,  it  would  teach  gentlemen,  to 
confine  themfelves  within  proper 
limits  ;  and  though  it  might  not, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  not,  a- 
bridge  the  freedom  of  debate,  he 
hoped  it  would  make  men  fpeak 
in  parliament  with  better  man¬ 
ners. 

Although  he  immediately  de¬ 
clared  that  he  intended  no  perfo- 
nality,  whether  to  the  abfent  or 
prefent,  by  the  remark  which  he 
had  now  made,  and  acknowledg¬ 
ed  his  own  faultinefs  in  that  very 
refpect,  yet  it  called  up  Mr.  Fox, 
who  thought  himfelf  glanced  at. 
He  obferved,  that  as  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  was  apt  to  fpeak 
in  a  loofe  and  carelefs  way,  he  might, 
perhaps,  have  had  no  particular 
meaning  in  what  he  had  faid ;  but 
that  as  the  words  feemed  to  point 
to  him,  he  was,  however,  under 
a  neceffity  of  taking  notice  of 
them.  He  had  advanced,  that, 
*(  he  hoped  what  had  happened 
that -morning,  and  what  had  hap¬ 
pened  before  of  a  fimilar  fort, 
would  keep  gentlemen  within  pro¬ 
per  limits,  and  at  leak  teach  them 
better  manners.7’  He  begged  for 
one  to  fay,  that  what  had  hap¬ 
pened  to  himfelf  had  not  taught 
him  better  manners  ;  nor  fhould 
it  ever  re  ft  rain  him  within  any  other 
limits,  than  thofe  which  he  had 
chalked  out  for  himfelf.  With 
regard  to  the  noble  earl,  who  had 
been  concerned  in  the  affair  of  that 
morning,,  he  did  not  belie v^  it 
would  teach  him  better  mamiers, 
and  for  this  reafon,  that  he  was 
fure  his  noble  friend  had  not  gone 
I  beyond  proper  limits  in  what  he 
had  faid.  As  a  proof  of  winch, 
he  was  determined,  that  when  the 


new  levies  came  under  confidera** 
lion,  he  would  then  objedt  to  that 
particular  regiment,  which  his  no¬ 
ble  friend  had  objected  to  ;  and  that 
on  the  very  fame  ground  which  he 
had  taken,  viz.  becaufe  the  per- 
fon  appointed  so  the  command  of 
it,  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  a 
fit  perfon  to  hold  the  command. 

This  affair  happening  fo  foon 
after  that  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  being 
attributed  to  the  fame  caufes  and 
motives,  occafioned  no  fmall  de¬ 
gree  of  warmth,  both  in  language 
and  fentiment,  without  doors.  Both 
the  noble  earl,  and  that  gentle¬ 
man,  were  confidered  as  mar¬ 
tyrs  in  the  caufe  of  their  country. 
And  it  was  openly  faid,  without 
the  fmalleff  appearance  of  covert 
or  difguife,  that  when  an  aban¬ 
doned  and  malignant  adminiftra- 
tion  were  driven  to  the  laffc  and 
defperate  refource,  of  employing 
that  part  of  the  united  kingdom, 
which  was  generally  inimical  to 
the  confutation,  and  to  all  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  in  order  to  curb  the  freedom 
of  debate  in  parliament,  -and  to 
tingle  and  pick  off  thofe  tried  fup- 
porfers  and  affertors  of  both,  who 
were  neither  to  be  bought  or  ter¬ 
rified,  it  was  highly  time,  and  ab- 
folutely  neceffary,  for  Englifhmen 
to  unite  and  affociate,  as  well  in. 
defence  of  their  common  rights, 
as  for  affording  effectual  protec¬ 
tion  to  thofe  lords  and  gentle¬ 
men,  who  hazarded  all  things  in 
the  lervice  of  their  country.  The 
public  adareffes  of  congratulation 
from  the  cities  of  London  and 
Weff miniter,  from  fame  of  the 
county  meetings  which  happened 
near  the  time,  and  from  the  com¬ 
mittees  of  alfociation  in  o  tilers,  to 
. v  ...  >.  the 
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the  Earl  'of  Shelburne  upon  his 
recovery,  all  held  out  the,  idea, 
in  language  more  or  lefs  forci¬ 
ble,  that  his  life  had  been  en¬ 
dangered,  for  the  faithful  and  Spi¬ 
rited.  difcharge  of  his  public  duty 
as  a  peer  of  parliament.  Some 
took  in,  his  oppofing  the  undue 
influence  of  the  crown,  and  fup- 
porting  the  intereds  of  his  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  one  county,  at  lead,  pad 
a  vote  of  cenfure,  declaring  the 
late  attacks  upon  Mr.  Fox  and 
that  nobleman  to  be  highly  repre¬ 
hen  Able. 

The  pad  failures  which  he  had 
fo  repeatedly  experienced,  were  not 
able  to  overcome  the  conflancy  of 
Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clerke,  or  to 
prevent  his  bringing  in  another 
contractors  bill,  in  the  prefent  fef- 
fion.  The  prefent  date  of  things 
was  too  favourable  to  fuch  a  mea- 
fure,  and  the  minds  of  the  mini- 
ilers  too  much  occupied,  with  mat¬ 
ters  dill  more  immediately  trying 
and  critical,  to  admit  of  any  effen- 
tial  oppofition.  To  be  beaten  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  a  fecond 
time,  and  on  another  bill,  might  be 
ruinous  ;  and  tne  defence  of  the 
contractors  would  have  been  far 
more  difagreeable  to  mod  of  the 
court  members,  than  that  of  the  ci¬ 
vil  offices.  The  bill  was  accord¬ 
ingly  read  the  third  time  and  paff- 
ed,  (without  a  divifion  in  any  part 
of  its  progrefs)  on  that  day,  on 
which  Col.  Fuilarton  had  made  his 
complaint  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons. 

On  the  fame  day,  (March  2©th) 
the  claufe  in  Mr.  Burke’s  bill,  for 
abolifliing  the  offices  of  treafurer 
of  the  chamber,  treafurer  of  the 
houfhold,  coherer,  and  the  number 
of  fubordinate  places  appertaining 


to  them,  was  brought  forward  in 
the  committee.  This  brought  out 
long  debates.  The  one  fide,  deem¬ 
ing  to  regard  with  a  kind  of  reli¬ 
gious  horror,  every  approach  to¬ 
wards  an  interference  with  any  part 
of  the  arrangements-  or  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  royal  houfhold  ;  which 
they  reprefented,  not  only  as  a  mod 
alarming  and  dangerous  innovation 
in  the  conditution,  but  as  a  direct 
inful t,  and  a  kind  of  facrileo-e  with 
relpe£t  to  the  perfon  and  dignity  of 
the  monarch.  Here  at  lead,  faid 
they,  a  mamfeft  dellrudlion  prefents 
itlelf  on  the  very  principles  of  the 
references  themfelves.  This  is  not 
matter  of  public  arrangement.  This 
is  not  the  regulation  of  office.  It 
is  an  intrufion  into  the  king’s  own 
houfhold.  It  is  breaking  the  fences 
which  are  reflected  and  held  facred 
even  in  private  families.  Thefe 
officers  are  the  king-’s  domeftic  fer- 
vants.  The  date  has  nothing  to 
do  with  them.  The  king  indeed 
is  a  public  perfon  ;  but  he  is  a 
man  too;  and  if  his  dignity  only 
ferves  to  expefe  him  to  inlults  that 
would  be  intolerable  to  a  private 
perfon,  the  monarch  and  the  mo¬ 
narchy  are  not  only  a  pageant, 
but  a  downright  mockery  ;  and  to 
make  a  perfon  a  king,  is  to  make 
him,  not  the  greated,  but  the  mean- 
ed  and  mod  miferable  part  of  fo- 
ciety.  This  bill,  they  faid,  they 
confidered  from  the  beginning,  as  a 
fydematic  attack  on  the  conditu¬ 
tion  ;  and  every  part,  as  it  was 
developed,  proved  more  and  more 
clearly  the  tendency  of  the  fcheme. 
The  quedion  was  not  therefore  on. 
the  utility  of  the  employments  ; 
(on  that  they  did  not  much  rely)  it 
was  on  the  power  of  taking  them 
away — which  if  it  may  be  done  by 
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parliament,  the  king  has  nothing, 
hardly  his  perfon,  that  he  can  call 
Ms  own.  On  this  head,  they  en¬ 
tered  largely  on  the  fchemes  of  Ap¬ 
plying  the  houfhold  by  cod  trad  ; 
which  they  reprobated,  as  mean, 
degrading,  and  vexations  ;  and 
compared  rather  to  the  mode  of 
feeding  of  poor  in  workhoufes  and 
hofpitals,  than  to  the  fplendour  and 
magnificence  of  a  great  court,'  in 
the  riche  ft  country  in  the  world. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  mover 
of  the  bill,  and  the  reft  of  the  op- 
poiition  afferted,  that  the  idea  of 
Jhppofed  infult  and  indignity  to 
the  fovereign,  was  too  abfurd  to 
deferve  an  anfwer.  Nothing  was 
to  be  touched,  that  could  either  af- 
fed  the  perfonal  fatisfadion  and 
pleafures  of  the  fovereign,  or  a- 
fcridge  the  fplendour  and  magnifi¬ 
cence  of  the  throne.  They  afked, 
whether  our  enemy,  the  French 
monarch,  had  fuffered  any  lofs  of 
reputation,  any  degree  of  degrada¬ 
tion,  either  in  the  eyes  and  opinion 
of  his  own  fubjeds,  or  of  the  reft 
©f  Europe,  by  the  prodigious  re¬ 
form  which  he  had  fo  chearfuily 
made  in  his  own  houfhold  and  ex¬ 
pence.  He  adopted  that  fcheme  of 
©economy,  in  order  to  wage  a  great 
and  vigorous  war,  with  vaft  objeds 
of  policy  in  view,  againft  this  coun¬ 
try,  without  opprefling  and  burthen- 
ing  his  people.  Are  we  not  to 
profit  by  fo  immediate  and  ftriking 
an  example  ? 

In  anfwer  to  the  houfhold  being 
the  king’s  own  ;  they  laid,  that 
parliament  in  all  ages  had  confi- 
dered  it  in  a  different  light,  of 
which  they  gave  many  examples, 
in  the  reigns  of  the  Edwards,  Hen¬ 
ries,  and  in  that  of  James  the  firft, 
and.  others.  That  if  the  houfhold 
could  not  be  reformed  by  law,  no 


effedual  part  of  the  intended  re¬ 
form  could  take  place  ;  as  it  was 
full  of  offices,  by  which  the  influ¬ 
ence  propofed  to  be  reduced,  was 
chiefly  fupported.  The  court,  con- 
ftituted  as  it  is,  faid  they,  is  the 
very  ftrong-hold  of  that  influence. 
The  king  is  not  degraded  by  be¬ 
ing  furnifhed  by  contraft.  He  is 
fo  furniflied  already  in  many  things, 
though  in  the  worft  way  ;  the  late 
Prince  of  Wales,  his  majefty’s  fa¬ 
ther,  was  fo  furnifhed.  Even  now, 
when  the  court  intends  any  thing 
worthy  of  its  ftate,  it  is  fo  Ap- 
plied ;  nor  is  there  any  thing  more 
mean,  by  being  Applied  at  large, 
and  on  one  great  fcale,  than  in 
{mall  and  pitiful  details  ;  on  the 
contrary,  there  is  fomething  more 
princely  in  it.  With  regard  to  the 
king’s  living  in  a  ftate  of  depend- 
ance  on  the  people,  the  mover  faid, 
it  was  the  very  circumftance  of  his 
dignity;  that  which  conftituted  him 
a  king :  and,'  inftead  of  a  difgrace, 
was  the  higheft  honour  a  man  could 
arrive  at. 

Some,  who  wifhed  to  be  conii- 
dered  as  moderate  men,  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  propofed  reform  to  be 
a  matter  of  fuch  neceffity,  as  muft 
abfolutely  be  adopted ;  but  they 
did  not  approve  of  the  mode  of 
procuring  it.  It  was  taken,  they 
faid,  at  the  wrong  end.  It  Mould 
come  from  the  crown,  and  not  ori¬ 
ginate  in  parliament.  The  only 
precedents,  they  faid,  for  fuch  an 
interference,  were  to  be  found  in 
times  too  dangerous,  to  admit  of 
the  example  being  copied  ;  they 
were  only  to  be  found  in  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  reigns  of  Edward  the  fe- 
cond,  and  of  Richard  the  fecond. 
This  ground  was  not,  however, 
much  occupied. 

The  bill  had  been  fo  framed, 

that 
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$hat  queftions  arofe  upon  the  fe¬ 
deral  offices  of  the  houffiold  feve- 
rally.  The  treafurer  of  the  cham¬ 
ber  flood  firft.  The  framer  of  the 
bill  obferved,  that  from  the  turn 
of  the  debate,  he  apprehended  this 
would  be  the  laft  procedure  on 
any  part  of  it.  In  the  treafurer  of 
the  chamber  confifted  the  very  pith 
and  marrow  of  his  plan,  fo  far  as 
it  was  endeavoured  to  be  reduced 
put  of  theory  into  practice  :  it  was 
the  very  firft  office  of  the  houffiold 
which  he  had  fixed  upon ;  it  led 
the  way,  and  involved  all  the  reft ; 
and  as  the  remaining  claufes  of  his 
bill,  for  the  moil  part,  turned  up¬ 
on  the  abolition  of  the  board  of 
ordnance,  the  board  of  works,  the 
mint,  and  other  boards  and  offices, 
which  were  arranged  under  the  de¬ 
nomination  of  houffiold  ;  he  was 
under  a  necefiity  of  abandoning 
the  whole,  if  the  prefent  doctrine 
was  eftabliffied,  that  the  houffiold 
was  to  be  confidered  as  facred,  and 
not  to  be  touched  in  any  one  part. 
That  finding  the  objections  of  ma¬ 
ny  gentlemen  to  the  contract  fcheme 
(extremely  weak,  as  he  conceived 
them,  in  reafon)  ftrongly  adhered 
to,  he  would,  contrary  to  his  own 
cleared  opinion,  for  practicability 
give  up  that  point ;  though  it  im¬ 
paired  the  unity  and  confidence  of 
his  whole  plan,  and  prevented  the 
reform  of  upwards  of  an  hundred 
offices,  many  of  them  corffidera- 
ble,  as  well  as  feveral  other  great 
advantages.  But  he  repeated,  that 
if  the  prefent  queftion  was  carried 
againlt  him,  he  ffiould  confider  his 
bill  as  gone ;  and  concluded  by 
declaring,  that  he  would  not  conti¬ 
nue  to  keep  his  weak  and  diforder- 
ed  frame  and  conftitution  on  the 
torture,  by  fighting  his  bill  through 
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the  houfe,  inch  by  inch,  claufe  by 
claufe,  and  line  by  line  ;  he  would 
leave  it  to  the  people  to  go  on  with 
it  as  they  liked  ;  and  they  would 
judge  by  the  ifiue,  how  far  their 
petitions  were  likely  to  procure  re- 
drefs  for  the  grievances  they  com¬ 
plained  of. 

As  the  court  fide  wiffied  to  keep 
the  fiu bj eCl-matter  of  the  bill  as 
long  as  poffible  in  agitation,  and 
thereby  keep  the  public  hope  and 
expectation  to  the  laft  in  fufpenfe, 
they  affeCted  greatly  to  refent  this 
declaration  ;  which  they  defcrib- 
ed  as  being  highly  dictatorial,  and 
as  conveying  a  kind  of  menace  to 
the  committee.  They  argued, 
that  it  could  be  no  caufe  of  fur- 
prize,  that  in  a  bill,  which  took 
in  fo  great  an  extent  and  diveriity 
of  matter  as  the  prefent,  fome  of 
the  parts  ffiould  be  highly  excep¬ 
tionable,  and  others  equally  laud¬ 
able.  That  the  fame  principle 
did  not  apply  generally  to  the 
whole  of  the  prefent  bill  ;  that 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  compofed 
of  a  number  of  different  parts  and 
claufes,  each  of  which  turned  up¬ 
on  fome  feparate  and  important 
point,  and  had  each  therefore  a 
feparate  principle.  That  it  was 
not  denied,  but  that  many  of  the 
principles  were  highly  laudable, 
and  might  probably  be  adopted 
with  advantage  ;  but  it  was  not 
from  thence  to  be  inferred,  that 
the  improper,  the  abfurd,  or  the 
impracticable,  were  to  be  equally 
received  and  adopted.  It  was 
furely  then,  a  ftrange,  and  an  un¬ 
fair  conclufton,  that  the  refufal  of 
the  prefent,  or  *  of  any  other  ex¬ 
ceptionable  claufe,  was  to  be  con¬ 
fidered  as  a  rejection  of  the  whole 
bill. 


The 
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The  qu  eft  ion  being  put,  after 
one  o’clock  in  the  morning,  on  the 
firft  member  of  the  claufe,  for  abo- 
lifhing  the  office  of  treafurer  of  the 
chamber.  It  was  loft  upon  a  divi- 
iion,  by,  the  now,  coniiderable  ma¬ 
jority,  of  2 1 1 ,  to  158.  The  mino¬ 
rity  upon  this  divifton,  were  pub¬ 
licly  thanked  by  feveral  of  the  coun¬ 
ty  meetings.  This  fall  of  numbers 
was  accounted  for  by  feme  late  ma¬ 
noeuvres  of  the  court  ;  by  which 
fome  of  the  country  gentlemen  who 
had  ufually  adhered  to  it,  but  who 
had  on  tne  popularity  of  this  bill 
gone  from  it,  now  returned ;  and  a 
fecond  change  became  manifeft  in 
feveral  others. 

Mr.  Burke  then  declared  his  to¬ 
tal  indifference  as  to  what  became 
of  the  reft  of  the  bill.  He  was, 
however,  routed  into  his  wonted 
activity  by  his  friend  Mr.  Fox,  who 
urged  the  expediency  of  going 
through  with  the  bill  to  the  very 
fail ;  however  little  more  they  got 
for  the  people,  than  vyjrat  they  had 
already  gained,  it  ftill  would  be 
worth  the  driving  for.  The  mere 
abolition  of  the  board  of  trade, 
even  if  nothing  farther  was  done, 
he  infilled,  was  worth  the  ftrimpie  ; 
for  as  he  was  determined,  and  he 
hoped  his  honourable  friend  would 
join  with  him,  in  renewing  the 
bill  from  feflion  to  feffion,  until  its 
purpofes  were  obtained,  fo  they 
would  have  feven  lefs  of  the  ene¬ 
my  toTight  againft  on  the  next  en¬ 
counter.  The  fucceeding  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  claufe  were  according¬ 
ly  gone  through,  and  each  receiv¬ 
ed  a  negative  without  a  divifton. 

O  „  y  .... 

On  the  day  following  this  debate, 
the  minifter  informed  the  houfe/  that 
the  Eaft  India  company  not  hav¬ 
ing  made  fuch  propofals  for  the 


renewal  of  their  charter,  as  he  had 
deemed  fatisfactory,  he  fhould  ac^- 
cordingly  move  the  houfe,  for  the 
fpeaker  to  give  them  the  three 
years  notice  ordained  by  a&  of  par¬ 
liament,  previous  to  the  di  Ablution 
of  their  charter,  that  the  capital 
flock  or  debt,  of  4,200,000  k  which 
the  public  owed  to  the  company, 
fhould  be  fully  paid,  on  the  5th  of 
April  1783,  agreeable  to  the  power 
of  redemption  included  in  the  (aid 
ad- 

Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Burke,  op- 
pofed  the  meafure  with  wonderful 
fervour  and  animation.  The  firft 
aiked  the  minifter,  whether  he  was 
not  content  with  having  loft  Ame¬ 
rica  ?  Or  was  he  determined,  be¬ 
fore  he  quitted  his  prefent  fixa¬ 
tion,  to  reduce  the  Britifh  empire 
to  the  confines  of  this  illand  ?  Could 
he  point  out  a  fmgle  good,  which 
his  motion  was  capable  of  produce 
ing  ?  Was  he  blind  and  infenftbie 
to  the  evil  and  danger  with  which 
it  was  fraught  ?  Why  iffue  an  im¬ 
potent  threat,  which  he  neither  in¬ 
tended,  nor  was  capable  of  carry¬ 
ing  into  execution  ?  It  was  ridicu¬ 
lous,  it  was  dangerous  to  threaten, 
when  men  dared  not  to  perform 
what  they  threatened.  Did  he 
wifh  to  behold  the  feenes  of  anar¬ 
chy,  confufton,  diftrefs,  and  ruin, 
which  his  idle  threat  might  proba¬ 
bly  produce  in  the  company’s  af¬ 
fairs  and  pofTeflions  in  India  l  Did 
he  think  that  houfe,  would  at  this 
time  of  day,  under  the  immediate 
preffure  and  bitter  experience  of 
paft  rafhnefs  and  mifeonduft,  wan¬ 
tonly  hazard  the  ample  revenues, 
the  refources  of  power  and  wealth, 
which  this  country  derived,  from 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  Eaft 
India  company J  Suppofmg  even 
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that  the  noble  lord  was  capable  of 
carrying  his  threat  into  execution, 
and  really  intended  it,  was  he  ig¬ 
norant  of  the  heavy  lofs  which  the 
nation  mult  fuftain,  in  the  mere 
article  of  paying  off  the  capital, 
in  the  prefent  Hate  of  the  funds  ? 
Did  he  not  know,  that  although 
the  4,200,000  1.  carried  only  three 
per  cent,  yet  that  he  mult  pay  it  at 
par  ?  and  that  the  three  per  cents 
being  down  at  fixty  in  the  market, 
the  public  muff  neceffarily  lofe  a 
clear  forty  per  cent,  on  every  hun¬ 
dred  pound  they  paid  off  ?  If  a 
new  company  was  the  objedl  of  his 
fpeculation,  did  he  not  know  that 
the  trade  mull  then  be  open  ?  that 
he  was  difabled  by  law  from  ren¬ 
dering  it  exclufive  ?  and  that  the 
prefent  company  would  Hill  retain 
their  poffeflions,  ilrong-holds,  and 
fo  many  other  of  their  prefent  fu- 
perior  powers  and  advantages  in 
the  country,  as  mull  fpeedily  ruin 
the  new  adventurers,  if  any  could 
be  found  mad  enough  to  become 
fuch. 

Mr.  Burke  feemed  unable  to  find 
words,  to  fill  up  the  reprobation 
which  he  wifhed  to  bellow  on  the 
propofa  1.  He  faid  it  was  more 
worthy  of  revellers  intoxicated  by 
liquor,  than  of  ftatefmen  in  a  fober 
fenate.  He  rejedled  the  narrow 
idea  of  bargaining  with  the  Eaft 
India  company  ,  as  if  we  were  treat¬ 
ing-  with  an  enemy ;  and  upon  the 
wretched  principle,  that  whatever 
was  not  fqueezed  out  in  the  bar¬ 
gain,  was  to  be  confidered  as  fo 
much  loll.  He  threw  the  fpe^ula- 
tion  of  a  hew  company  into  every 
point  of  ridicule.  He  was  fare  the 
minilter  never  ferioufly  intended  it. 
The  thing  could  not  be,  as  every 
man  of  bufinefs,  and  acquainted 


with  our  affairs,  mull  know  and  feel. 
He  declared,  that  if  it  were  polli- 
ble  to  adopt  it,  it  would  turn  out  a 
new  Milfilfippi  fclieme  ;  and  that  it 
was  worthy  only,  of  fuch  an  unprin¬ 
cipled,  abandoned,  bubble  projector 
as  Law.  He  did  not  doubt  but  in 
this  country,  there  would  be  fourci 
men  weak  and  bad  enough  to  bite 
at  fuch  a  bubble;  but  he  afferted, 
that  it  would  burif  with  utter  ruin 
to  the  adventurers.  He  reminded 
the  houfe,  that  they  had  loll  thir¬ 
teen  colonies,  by  the  rapacity  of  the 
minilter,  in  endeavouring  to  obtain 
a  great  revenue  from  America ; 
and  he  warned  them  not  to  throw 
the  Eaft  after  the  Weft,  by  being 
again  led  into  another  revenue 
chace.  That  this  would  prove  as 
idle  as  the  former  ;  for  that  no  mo¬ 
ney,  at  leall  no  immediate  fupply, 
could  be  derived  from  thofe  territo¬ 
rial  poffefiions ;  which  were  a  con- 
llant  bait  to  the  avarice  of  the  court, 
and  perhaps  of  the  public. 

The  minifter  denied  that  his  mo¬ 
tion  was  a  threat  or  a  menace.  It 
was  meant  merely  as  putting  in  a 
legal  claim  in  behalf  of  the  public, 
to  the  reverlion  of  a  right  which 
undoubtedly  belonged  to  them;  and 
at  that  moment  of  time,  when  it 
was  efpecially  neceiiary  that  the 
claim  Should  be  formally  made., 
Gentlemen  did  not  feem  to  recoi¬ 
led!,  that  by  the  lapfe  only  of  a  few 
days,  with  refpedt  to  the  notice,  the 
company  would  neceffarily  gain,  and 
the  public  unavoidably  lofe,  a  year’s 
poffeflion  of  thofe  advantages,  which, 
by  the  fiipulations  of  the  law  that 
founded  the  agreement,  were  to  re¬ 
vert  to  the  latter  at  the  conciufion 
of  three  years ;  leaving  it  in  the 
option  of  the  public,  on  receiving 
proper  l'atisfadtion  from  the  com¬ 
pany. 
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pany,  to  grant,  by  a  new  charter, 
a  renewal  of  their  leafe.  This  was 
all  that  the  motion  tended  to.  It 
precluded  no  propositions  which 
might  hereafter  be  made  by  the 
company,  nor  it  laid  no  reftraint  on 
parliament  from  accepting  of  any 
which  it  approved.  It  merely  went 
to  prevent  a  year  of  the  public 
right  to  the  reverfion  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  trade  from  flipping  away 
without  any  compenfation. 

In  anfwer  to  thofe  gentlemen  on 
the  other  iide,  who  laid  that  the 
company  would  laugh  at  the  no¬ 
tice,  becaufe  they  mull  know  that 
it  could  not  be  ferioufly  intended  ; 
he  lhauld  in  the  firfl  place  obferve, 
that  it  would  be  the  Eaft  India 
company’s  own  fault,  if  the  notice 
was  carried  into  execution.  But 
lie  would  not  have  thefe  gentlemen 
carry  away  the  idea,  that  if  the 
prefent  company  broke  up  and  di¬ 
vided  their  flock,  She  public  would, 
as  a  neceflary  confequence,  lofe  the 
revenues  arifing  from  the  trade,  or 
from  the  territorial  acquisitions  in 
India.  He  tru.fted  there  were  means 
of  fecuring  both  the  one  and  the 
other.  He  did  not  wifti  to  break 
with  the  prefent  company  ;  he  did 
not  deiire  to  drive  them  to  a  disso¬ 
lution  ;  but  the  company  ought  not 
to  imagine  that  the  public  lay  at 
their  mercy.  The  public  had  a 
right  to  look  For  great  refources 
from  the  company,  and  from  the 
territorial  acquifitions  in  India.  The 
company,  as  it  was  now  eftablifhed, 
he  acknowledged,  was  the  beft  me¬ 
dium  of  drawing  home  the  reve¬ 
nues  from  the  Indies  ;  but  if  the 
company  were  fo  unreafonable  and 
fo  thoughtlefs,  as  not  to  come  to  a 
fair  bargain  with  the  public,  a  new 
company  might  be  formed,  and  fuch 


meafures  adopted,  as  would  prevent 
or  remedy  the  evils  threatened  to 
the  revenue. 

Mr.  Burke  having  moved  the 
previous  queflion  on  the  minifter’s 
motion,  it  was  rejetSed  on  a  divi¬ 
sion,  by  a  majority  of  142,  to  68. 
The  main  queflion  being  then  put, 
for  the  fpeaker  to  give  notice  to 
the  Eaft  India  company,  of  the 
payment  in  three  years  of  their  ca¬ 
pital  flock,  it  was  carried  without  a 
division. 

On  the  laft  day  of  fitting  before 
the  recefs,  upon  bringing  up  the 
report  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  of  the  new  and  very 
heavy  taxes,  which  were  then  to  be 
laid  on,  a  faint,  and  perhaps  ill- 
judged  attempt,  was  made  by  a 
few  gentlemen  in  oppofltion,  to 
defer  receiving  the  report,  until 
the  petitions  of  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  were  heard,  and  their  griev¬ 
ances  red  refled.  A  motion  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  framed,  for  poftponing 
the  report,  until  the  7th  of  April ; 
and  notwithstanding  the  appearance 
of  the  houfe,  and  other  infallible 
indications  of  the  event,  was  unac¬ 
countably  pufhed  to  a  division  ; 
when  it  was  rejected  by  a  majority 
of  145,  to  37. 

During  thefe  fcenes  of  continued 
and  doubtful  warfare  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  fome  tacit  ceflation 
of  hoftility  feemed  to  prevail  in 
that  of  the  Lords  ;  the  only  public 
queflion  chat  was  brought  forward, 
being  a  motion  of  the  Earl  of  Ef¬ 
fingham,  on  the  loth  of  March, 
for  a  lift  of  all  places,  penftons,  and 
employments,  whether  for  a  term 
of  years,  for  life,  during  pleafure, 
or  good  behaviour,  held  by  the 
members  of  that  houfe.  It  would 
not  have  been  eafy  to  have  found 

any 
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any  new  ground  of  debate  upon 
this  fubjeft.  Much  of  the  ground 
taken  upon  a  former  motion  of  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne’s,  which  exclud¬ 
ed  lords  who  held  places  or  pen- 
flons  under  government,  from  fit¬ 
ting  in  the  propofed  committee  of 
accounts,  was  now.  trodden  again 
by  both  parties.  The  lame  inju¬ 
rious  cenlure  was  now  faid  to  be 
thrown  upon  the  honour  of  the  houfe 
by  the  prefent  motion,  which  had 
been  before  charged  to  the  former, 
in  fuppofmg  that  places,  penlions, 
or  emoluments,  could  pofiibly  in¬ 


fluence  the  public  conduct  of  any 
of  its  noble  members.  And  argu¬ 
ments  flmilar  to  thofe  which  we  have 
already  feen,  were  ufed  on  the  other 
fide,  to  fhevv  the  futility  or  abfur- 
dity  of  that  idea.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  debate,  fome  ftri&ures  which 
w'ere  paffed  on  the  conflitution  of 
the  Scotch  peerage,  excited  fome 
degree  of  warmth ;  nor  did  even 
the  right  reverend  bench  of  bilhops, 
pafs  entirely  fcot-free. — The  mo¬ 
tion  was  rejected  upon  a  divifion, 
by  a  majority  of  5 1  to  24. 


CHAP.  VIII. 


Army  eftimates .  Debates  on  the  fubjcCi  of  the  new  corps.  Divifion. 
Chief}  ion  carried.  Confederation  of  the  petitions.  Great  debates  in  the 
committee.  Part  taken  by  the  Speaker.  Amendment  to  the  motion,  pro¬ 
pofed  and  agreed  to..  Mr.  Dunning7 s  amended  motion ,  carried,  upon 
a  divifion,  in  a  very  full  houfe.  Second  motion ,  agreed  to.  F'bird 
snot: on,  by  Mr.  T.  Pitt,  agreed  to.  Houfe  refumed.  Mr.  Fox’s  mo¬ 
tion,  for  immediately  receiving  the  report  from  the  committee ,  oppofed, 
but  carried.  Reflations,  reported,  received,  and  confirmed  by  the  Houfe. 
Mr.  Dunning’ s  motion  ( on  a  following  day )  in  the  committee,  for  fecur- 
ing  the  independence  of  parliament,  agreed  to.  Second  motion,  for  difi 
qualifying  perfons  holding  certain  ojfices ,  from  fitting  in  that  houfe,  car¬ 
ried,  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  two  only.  Mr.  Crewe’s  bill,  for 
excluding  revenue  officers  from  voting  on  the  election  of  members  of  par¬ 
liament,  rejected,  on  a  divifion.  Great  debates  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords , 
upon  the  fecond  reading  of  the  contractors  bill.  The  bill  rejected,  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  confiderable  majority.  Protejl.  C on f e queue es  of  the 

Speaker’ s  illnefs.  Pojiponed  motion  of  Mr.  Dunning’ s,  for  an  addrefs,  to 
prevent  dijfolving  the  parliament ,  or  proroguing  the  prefent  fejfion ,  until 
proper  meafures  fhould  be  taken  for  correcting  the  evils  complained  of'  in 
the  petitions  of  the  people,  brings  out  long  debates  ;  but  is  rejected  by  a 
confiderable  majority,  in  an  exceedingly  full  houfe.  Diforder  upon 
Mr.  F ox’s  rifing  to  fpeak,  after  the  divifion.  Nature  of  his  fpeech * 
Reply,  by  the  minifier.  Great  debates  upon  the  claufe  in  Mr.  Burke’s 
ejiablifement  bill,  for  abolijhing  the  office  of  the  Great  Wardrobe,  Cfcs 
Claufe  rejected  upon  a  divifion.  Succeeding  claufe,  for  abolijhing  the 
Board  of  Works,  rejected  upon  a  divifion.  Debates  upon  the  minifter’s 
bill  for  a  commiffion  of  accounts.  Clof'e  divifion  upon  a  quejlion  in  the 
committee.  Bill  at  length  paffed.  Debates  on  Colonel  Barre’s  motions , 
relative  to  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army.  Firfl  motion  rejected,  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  great  majority.  Succeeding  refolutiom  rejected.  General 

Conway’s 
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Conway's  bill ',  for  restoring  peace  with  America ,  dijpofed  of  upon  a  divB 
Jlon ,  by  a,  motion  for  the  order  of  the  day .  Motion  tending  to  an  enquiry , 
into  any  requifitton  made  by  the  cavil  mcCgiftrate,  for  the  attendance  of  the 
military,  upon  the  late  meeting  of  the  electors  of  Weftminfier.  Various 
claufes  of  Mr.  Burke's  efiablijhment  bill,  rejected,  upon,  or  without  divi - 
fans.  Idee  order  of  London's  motion  in  behalf  of  the  petitioners,  rejected  upon 

a  divifion.  Mr.  Dunning's  motion,  in  the  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  on 
the  confideration  of  the  petitions,  for  reporting  their  own  two  reflations  of 
the  IG th  of  April ,  fet  aftde,  by  a  motion  for  the  chairman  to  quit  the  chair , 
^ which  was  carried  upon  a  divifion.  Meeting  of  the  Protejlant  ajfo- 
ciation  in  St.  George's  Fields .  Subfequent  riots,  mij chiefs ,  and  conflagra¬ 

tions.  Refolutions,  condutt,  and  adjournment  of  both  houfes.  Lord  George 
Gordon  committed  to  the  Power.  Speech  from  the  throne ,  on  the  meeting 
of  parliament  after  the  late  diforders .  Addrejfes.  Refolutions  in  the  HouJ'e 
of  Commons,  for  quieting  the  minds  of  well-meaning,  but  ill-informed  per- 
Jons.  Bill  pa  fie  s  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Protejlant 
religion.  Is  laid  by  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords .  Speech  from  the  throne , 

Prorogation. 


a  ”1  1  N  the  fecond  day 

Apnl  5th.  y  afer  .  the  re6efs, 

the  army  eilimates  being  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
a  motion  made  for  their  reference 
to  a  committee,  much  warm  de¬ 
bate,  as  had  been  expedited,  and 
in  foine  degree  announced,  arofe 
upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  new  levies, 
and  of  the  innovations  with  refpeft 
to  rank  and  promotion,  which  were 
charged  by  the  oppoiitiori  to  have 
taken  place  in  the  army. 

Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clerke,  firft 
brought  forward  the  bufmefs  of 
the  Cinque  Ports  regiment,  which 
the  miniiier,  as  Lord  Warden  of 
thofe  ports,  had  railed,  in  a  great 
meafure,  if  not  entirely,  at  his  own 
expence  ;  and  to  the  command  of 
which  his  fon,  who  had  not  be¬ 
fore  held  any  military  command, 
was  appointed.  This  regiment 
was  covered,  as  well  by  the  cir- 
cumftances  which  attended  its  be¬ 
ing  raifed,  as  by  the  declaration 
of  Colonel  North  himfelf,  in  his 
place,  and  in  his  iirll  parliamen¬ 
tary  fpeech,  (a  circumllance  which 


always  draws  a  particular  degree 
of  complacency  and  attention  from 
the  houfe)  that  he  neither  receiv¬ 
ed  any  pay,  nor  was  entitled  to 
any  future  rank,  fo  that  the  trou¬ 
ble  and  expence,  along  with  the 
honour  and  pleafure  of  ferving  his 
country  in  a  time  of  difficulty  and 
danger,  was'  all  that  he  could  pof- 
fibly  derive  fron*  the  command. 
But  what  particularly  faved  this 
coups  and  appointment  from  far¬ 
ther  animadverfion,  was,  its  being 
ftated  by  the  minifter  himfelf)  to 
be  only  a  regiment  of  what  is 
called  fencible  men  ;  a  term  be¬ 
fore  unknown  in  the  military  af¬ 
fairs  of  England,  but  which  is  ap¬ 
plied  in  Scotland  to  a  fpecies  of 
militia,  (particularly  the  loyal  clans 
of  Argylelhire,  who  were  origi¬ 
nally  retained  by  government  as 
a  check  upon  their  difaffe&ed 
neighbours)  whofe  terms  of  enlift- 
ment  extend  no  farther  than  to 
the  immediate  defence  of  their 
country. 

But  the  debate  was  kept  up  af¬ 
terwards,  with  refpect  to  other 

new 
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new  railed  corps,  and  with  no 
common  degree  of  animation  and 
fpirit,  by  the  principal  men  in  op- 
podtion.  Declaiming  in  llrong 
terms  all  national  prejudices,  they 
readily  acknowledged,  that  Scot¬ 
land  produced  as  brave  and  as 
able  officers  as  any  in  the  world ; 
but  whild  this  was  freely  and 
chearfully  admitted,  they  abfo- 
lutely  denied,  and  faid  it  did  not 
admit  of  a  quedion,  that  either 
that,  or  any  other  country  in  the 
univerfe,  had  ever  exceeded  Eng¬ 
land  in  the  production  of  fuch 
men.  But  they  abhorred  all  odious 
comparative  difeuffions  of  the  me¬ 
rits  of  the  brave.  Their  objedt, 
they  faid,  was  drongly  to  con¬ 
demn  that  illiberal,  unconditu- 
tional,  and  dangerous  partiality, 
fhewn  by  the  prefent  miniders  to 
one  part  of  the  united  kingdom, 
in  prejudice  to  the  other.  This, 
they  afferted,  was  carried  to  a 
pitch  of  enormity,  unparalleled 
in  the  hiftcry  of  any  other  coun¬ 
try,  excepting  that  of  a  conquer¬ 
ed  and  fufpected  people.  It  was 
likewife  the  more  particularly  dan¬ 
gerous,  they  faid,  as  the  natives  of 
that  country,  being  debarred  by 
their  own  peculiar  conditution  of 
many  of  thofe  rights  and  immuni¬ 
ties  at  heme,  which  were  inherent 
to  Englifhmen,  were  not  only  dif- 
pofed  to  make  light  of  privileges 
of  which  they  knew  not  the  va¬ 
lue,  but  were  likewife  apt,  and 
naturally  enough,  to  regard  them 
with  rather  a  jealous  and  malig¬ 
nant  eye.  And  it  was  befides  a 
matter  of  fuch  public  notoriety, 
as  could  not  efcape  the  notice  of 
the  mod  heedlefs  obferver,  that 
the  natives  of  that  country  had, 
with  very  few  exceptions  indeed, 
been  violently  attached  during  the 
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prefent  reign,  to  the  fupport  of 
every  meafure  of  the  court  and 
miniders,  however  dangerous  in 
their  nature,  defperate  in  their  de- 
fign,  or  ruinous  in  their  tendency. 
Could  any  thing  then  be  more 
alarming  to  the  people  of  this, 
country,  than  to  fee  the  fword 
placed  almod  exciudvely  in  the 
hands  of  men,  who  were  avowed¬ 
ly  fo  inimical  to  their  conditu- 
tional  rights,  and  public  liber¬ 
ties  ?  It  was  likewife,  in  a  nar¬ 
rower  view  of  the  quedion,  the 
more  unreafonable  in  the  prac¬ 
tice,  and  the  more  pernicious  in 
the  effedl,  as  it  was  peculiarly  eba- 
radteridic,  they  faid,  of  the  natives 
of  that  part  of  the  united  king¬ 
dom,  to  be  more  fubjedted  to  local 
attachments,  and  to  violent  na¬ 
tional,  and  other  prejudices,  than 
perhaps  any  other  people  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth ;  infomuch, 
that  it  was  a  fadi  known  to  all 
military  men,  that  no  English 
officer  could  live  in  any  regiment 
the  majority  of  which  was  Scotch; 
whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  no 
Scotch  gentleman  ever  found  any 
difficulty,  or  felt  the  fmalleft  un- 
eadnefs,  in  living  in  a  regiment, 
modly,  or  almod  wholly  Englifh. 

They  entered  into  a  recital  of 
fadis,  to  fupport  the  charge  of  an 
unjud  partiality  in  point  of  mili¬ 
tary  promotion.  However  invidi¬ 
ous  this  talk  might  appear,  they 
felt  it  their  duty,  they  faid,  with¬ 
out  the  fmalled  degree  of  perlbnal 
prejudice,  to  date  the  fadis  to  the 
houfe.  Our  firft  nobility,  Eng- 
lifn  gentlemen  of  the  mod  an¬ 
cient  and  ilhiftrious  families;  fa¬ 
milies  particularly  attached  to  the 
conditution,  and  to  revolution 
principles ;  and  whofe  own  pof- 
feflions  rendered  them  deeply  in- 
[£]  tereded 
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tereded  in  the  fecurity  and  pro- 
fperity  of  their  country  5  were  re¬ 
filled  the  favour  of  railing  regi¬ 
ments  for  its  defence,  upon  the 
fame  terms  which  were  accepted 
from  unknown  men ;  from  clerks 
in  office,  and  commis.  Among 
other  names  brought  forward  as 
indances  upon  this  charge,  were 
athofe  of  the  Earl  of  Derby,  and 
of  his  brother  the  late  Major 
Stanley.  What  rewards,  they 
alked,  had  fuch  didmguifhed  offi¬ 
cers  as  the  Colonels  Meadowes  and 
Mufgrave  received,  for  their  emi¬ 
nent  fervices  ?  None  other,  than 
wounds,  and  conditutions  broken 
and  ruined,  in  climates  unfavour¬ 
able  to  the  human  fpecies !  Whs 
either  of  them  offered  a  new  regi¬ 
ment?  Or  would  either  of  them 
have  declined  the  offer  ?  The  Earl 
of  Harrington,  who  had  dedicat¬ 
ed  his  life  and  fortune  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  country,  and  who  had 
painfully  earned  in  the  held  every 
iftep  of  his  rank,  was  now  fent  to 
the  Wed  Indies,  and  deftined  to 
obey  the  commands  of  a  man,  who 
was  the  other  day  a  half-pay  fu- 
baitern.  Would  that  nobleman, 
or  would  his  brother.  Major  Stan¬ 
hope,  have  refufed  to  raife  regi¬ 
ments,  on  the  conditions  which 
were  annexed  with  thorn  to  men 
who  had  never  feen  any  fervice  ? 
On  the  contrary.  Major  Stanhope 
had  made  the  propofal,  and  was 
reje&ed ;  he  alfo  had  a  particular 
natural  intereft  in  the  county  of 
Derby,  which  now  affords  the 
head  quarters  for  the  enliding  and 
forming  of  a  regiment,  by  a  man 
wiiofc  name  was  never  before  heard 
©f  in  the  county.  For,  they  faid, 
to  render  the  farce  more  truly  ri¬ 
diculous  on  the  fide  of  miniders, 
qz  as  if  they  meant  to  burlefque 


every  rule  of  military  order  and 
decorum,  as  well  as  every  idea  of 
general  propriety,  thefe  new  men 
were  allowed,  to  the  ruin  of  the 
recruiting  fervice,  to  raife  their 
regiments  in  the  heart  of  Eng¬ 
land;  in  dead  of  their  being  fent 
on  that  bufmefs,  as  was  naturally 
to  be  expected,  to  the  part  of  the 
united  kingdom,  where  their  in- 
tereds  and  connections  might  be 
fuppofed  to  lie.  So  that,  by  this 
new  and  unparalleled  manage¬ 
ment,  they  were,  in  fad:,  Englifh 
regiments  totally  commanded  by 
Scotch  officers ;  as  if  this  country 
had  not  produced  men,  who  were 
qualified  for  the  condud  of  its  own 
forces. 

They  did  not  wiffi,  they  faid, 
to  redrain  the  gentlemen  of  that 
country  from  their  full  jfhare  of 
military  rank  and  command  ;  they 
even  threw  no  perfonal  blame  on 
thofe  who  were  gratified  with 
more.  Their  objed  of  reproba¬ 
tion  was,  the  undue  preference 
given  by  miniders,  to  one  part  of 
the  united  kingdom  in  prejudice 
to  the  other.  They  deteded  all 
partiality.  They  would  equally 
oppofe  and  condemn,  a  fouthern 
as  a  northern,  an  Englifh  or  Irifh, 
as  a  Scotch  partiality.  The  thing 
was  in  itfelf  odious,  wherever  it 
was  found,  or  however  applied. 
In  the  prefent  date  of  public  af¬ 
fairs,  it  was  highly  dangerous, 
and  might  be  fatal.  They  wifhed, 
and  our  fituation  mod  urgently- 
demanded,  that  the  three  king¬ 
doms  fhould  be  aciuated  by  one 
heart,  and  their  force  concentrat¬ 
ed  in  one  common  arm.  But  this 
could  never  be  obtained  or  hoped 
for,  whild  government  itfelf  was 
the  fower  of  difcord  and  diffen- 
tion,  by  the  partial  and  unjud 
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diftribution  of  thofe  favours,  with 
the  difpofal  of  which,  for  pur- 
pofes  widely  different,  it  had  been 
entrufted  by  the  conftitution. 

The  nature  of  the  fubje£l  con¬ 
fined  the  debate  on  the  other  fide, 
in  a  great  degree,  to  a  general 
denial  of  the  alledgcd  partiality, 
and  to  a  qualification  or  j  unifica¬ 
tion  of  the  particular  articles  of 
charge.  The  fecretary  at  war 
contended,  that  various  noble¬ 
men  and  others,  who  had  never 
been  in  fervice  before,  had  raifed 
regiments  in  the  laft  war,  and 
had  been  appointed  to  their  com¬ 
mand.  Being  called  upon  to  fpe- 
cify,  he  particularly  mentioned 
General  Frazer,  and  Gen.  Mor¬ 
ris.  He  produced  a  long  lift  of 
promotions  in  order  to  fhew,  that 
the  charge  of  partiality  in  favour 
of  Scotch  officers  was  unfounded. 
In  regard  to  Colonel  Fullarton, 
(whole  corps  formed  the  great  ob- 
je£l  of  contention)  after  palling  the 
higheft  encomiums  on  the  private 
character,  and  public  fpirit  of  that 
gentleman,  and  particularly  ap¬ 
plauding  the  liberality  of  his  offer 
to  government,  he  contended, 
that  when  gentlemen  of  aftive 
minds,  and  of  enterprizing  fpi- 
rits,  made  a  tender  of  their  abili¬ 
ties,  and  directed  them  to  parti¬ 
cular  fervices  of  the  firft  import¬ 
ance,  it  would  be  indefeniible  in 
government  to  have  refufed  their 
offers ;  and  more  efpecially  fo, 
when  the  conditions  on  which 
they  tendered  their  regiments,  were 
much  cheaper  to  the  public  than 
thofe  of  others. 

The  noble  American  Secretary 
took  the  fame  ground,  and  fpoke 
in  the  higheft  terms  of  Colonel 
Fullarton’s  conduct  and  charatfter. 
He  faid,  that  he  had  been  actuat¬ 


ed  merely  by  pure  fpirit  and  zeal 
on  this  occafion ;  as,  to  his  know¬ 
ledge,  he  had  given  up  a  much 
more  lucrative  employment,  in 
order  to  ferve  his  country  in  this 
arduous  and  critical  moment. 
No  infult  or  injury  had  been  of¬ 
fered  to  the  fervice  by  accepting  of 
his  offer  to  raife  a  regiment.  It 
was  wanted  for  a  fpecial  purpofe 
on  a  fudden  ;  a  very  gallant  and 
advantageous  offer  was  made,  and 
at  that  time  there  were  no  other 
offers,  fo  that  other  men  could 
not  be  preferred.  Hints  were 
alfo  thrown  out,  that  fom$  parti¬ 
culars  had  come  to  his  knowledge, 
which  ought  to  give  him  a  pre¬ 
ference  in  the  fervice,  to  which  he 
was  particularly  deftined. 

A  general  officer,  on  the  other 
fide,  obferved,  that  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Frazer  to  a 
high  command  in  the  laft  war,  was 
not  a  military,  but  a  political 
meafure.  That  the  idea  was  a 
very  wife  one ;  and  the  effect  of 
the  meafure  equalled  the  wifdom 
of  the  defign.  It  was  intended 
to  wear  away  the  inveterate  pre¬ 
judices,  which  feveral  of  the 
northern  clans  of  Scotland  had 
entertained  againff:  government  ; 
and  it  not  only  effectually  rooted 
out  thofe  ancient  animofities,  but 
it  converted  the  molt  difaffetted 
and  dangerous  of  thofe  people, 
into  excellent  regiments  of  hardy 
foldiers,  who  inftead  of  being  in¬ 
ternal  enemies,  fought  bravely  in 
our  fervice  abroad. 

Another  general  officer,  of  high 
military  rank  and  reputation  ; 
who  has  not  been  engaged  in  any 
a£Uve  fervice  during  the  prefent 
war,  and  who  once  filled  a  very 
high  civil  department  of  the  ftate, 
declared,  that  he  fhould  not  oppofe 
[L]  2  the 
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die  eftimate  in  the  grofs,  as  he  had 
no  objection  to  fome  of  the  new 
corps  :  but  he  mull  oppofe  that 
particular  corps,  the  command  of 
which  was  given  to  a  gentleman, 
who  had  no  military  fkill,  and  no 
military  rank.  For  though  he 
highly  efteemed  the  private  cha¬ 
racter  of  Mr.  Fullarton,  he  mull 
think  it  an  injury  to  the  army  that 
he  fhould  have  the  command  of  a 
regular  regiment,  when  there  were 
fo  many  veteran  majors,  who  had 
the  joint  pretenfions,  of  wounds, 
experience,  and  fervice,  to  plead 
for  preference.  The  military  gen¬ 
tlemen  on  that  fide,  (who  were 
thofe  only  that  fpoke  at  all  upon 
the  fubjed)  obferved  in  general, 
that  it  mud  be  a  ftrange  objed  of 
enterprize,  which  a  regiment  of 
raw  recruits,  headed  by  a  leader 
totally  inexperienced  in  martial 
matters,  were  deemed  the  fitted 
indruments  for  carrying  through 
with  effed. 

The  reafon  given  by  the  fecre- 
iary  at  war  for  the  appointent  of 
the  new  colonel,  viz.  his  adive 
and  enterprising  fpirit,  was  re¬ 
probated  on  the  'other  fide  in  ra¬ 
ther  fevere  terms.  It  was  faid  to 
be  a  dired  libel  on  the  whole  Bri- 
tifh  army ;  it  was  no  lefs  than  fay¬ 
ing,  that  the  men,  who  at  prefent 
compofed  the  army,  were  defi¬ 
cient  in  thofe  qualities  of  enter- 
prize  and  fpirit ;  and  were  accord¬ 
ingly  incapable  through  that  de- 
fed,  notwithftanding  their  mili¬ 
tary  f kill  and  experience,  of  un¬ 
dertaking  the  particular  fervice  for 
which  that  gentleman  was  def- 
tined  and  qualified,-— It  was  like- 
wife  replied  to  the  American  fe- 
eretary,  that  it  was  lingular  he 
Should  rife  in  vindication  of  a  gen¬ 
tleman  who  had  not  been  at¬ 


tacked,  and  fay  nothing  in  de¬ 
fence  of  miniflers,  againft  whom 
the  whole  ftrength  of  the  de¬ 
bate  had  gone. - The  reafon,  in¬ 

deed,  he  gave  for  the  appointment 
was,  they  faid,  curious.  No  other 
offers,  he  faid,  were  then  made— 
was  that  a  reafon  for  accepting 
this  ?  No  other  offers  for  that  par¬ 
ticular  provifion  could  be  made,  as 
the  nature  of  the  fervice  was  only 
known  to  the  gentleman  in  quef- 
tiori. 

The  queftion  before  the  com* 
mittee,  was,  whether  the  fums 
allotted  in  the  eftimates  for  the 
railing  and  fupport  of  the  new 
corps  fhould  be  agreed  to.  The 
queftion  being  refpeftively  put  on 
Col.  Holroyd’s  dragoons,  and 
Col.  Humberftone’s  corps,  was 
agreed  to  without  a  diviiiOn.  But 
with  refpeCl  to  Col.  Fullarton7 s 
corps,  the  committee  divided, 
when  the  queftion  was  carried  for 
granting  the  fum  propofed  in  the 
eftimate,  by  a  majority  of  102 
to  66. 

But  the 
day,  was  to 
the  prefent  feftion  from  every  other 
fince  the  revolution  ;  and  was 
likewife  to  lay  the  ground  for 
thofe  fubfequent  events,  which 
brought  out  fo  much  immediate 
bitternefs  of  reproach,  relative  to 
the  fluctuation  of  conduCt  or  prin¬ 
ciple  in  no  fmall  number  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
and  which  have  finally  affixed  a 
charge,  at  leaft,  of  inconfiftency, 
which  will  not  foon  be  worn  off, 
upon  the  character  of  that  parlia¬ 
ment.  That  day  was  deftined,  by 
a  previous  order,  to  the  taking 
into  coniideration  the  petitions  of 
the  people  of  England ;  amount¬ 
ing  to  about  forty  in  number  ; 

4  and 


fucceeding  .  .t  ,  , 
difUnpuifh  6tn’ 


HISTORY  O 

and  conveying  their  fentiments  and 
names  in  fuch  an  immenfe  quantity 
of  parchment,  as  feemed  rather 
calculated  to  bury  than  to  cover  the 
fpeaker’s  table. 

The  bulinefs  was  opened,  and 
the  fubjedt  delineated  by  Mr.  Dun¬ 
ning.  It  feems  almoft  needlefs  to 
add,  that  the  arrangement  was 
clear,  and  the  reprefentation 
rtrong  and  accurate.  He  obferved, 
that  independent  of  all  other  great 
publis^:  objects  recommended  by 
the  petitions  to  the  care  and  atten¬ 
tion  of  parliament,  and  which, 
according  to  the  different  ideas  of 
the  various  dalles  of  petitioners, 
were  of  a  various  nature,  there 
was,  however,  one  great  funda¬ 
mental  point  on  which  they  all 
hinged.  This  was,  the  fetting 
limits  to  the  increafed,  dangerous, 
and  unconftitutional  influence  of 
the  crown,  and  an  (economical 
expenditure  of  the  public  mo¬ 
ney.  For  although  thefe  feemed 
to  be  feparate  objedfs  ;  yet  they 
might  be  fairly  confolidated  into 
one  great  principle.  For  inftance, 
if  the  public  money  was  faithful¬ 
ly  applied,  and  frugally  expended, 
that  would,  in  its  effedt,  reduce 
the  undue  influence  of  the  crown ; 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  that  in¬ 
fluence  was  reftrained  within  its 
natural  and  conftitutional  bounds, 
it  would  immediately  reftore  the 
loft  energy  of  parliament,  and  once 
more  give  efficacy  to  the  exercife 
of  that  great  power,  of  feeing  to 
the  difpofal,  and  controuling  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money, 
with  which  the  coriflitution  had 
particularly  inverted  that  houfe. 

He  took  a  fhort  but  accurate 
view  of  the  feveral  queftions 
which  had  hitherto  been  agitated 
upon  the  fubjed,  with  a  critical 
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inveftigation  of  the  different- 
grounds  on  which  they  were  fup- 
ported  and  oppofed.  Mr.  Burke’s 
fcheme  of  reform,  held  the  firrt: 
place  in  this  courfe  of  examination; 
which  he  defcribed,  with  refpedt 
to  the  labour  and  difficulty  of  the 
talk,  the  number  and  magnitude 
of  the  various  and  complicated 
objedfs  which  it  embraced,  and 
the  heterogeneous  and  difcordant 
nature  of  that  chaos  of  matter, 
which  he  had  feparated,  reduced, 
and  by  a  new  arrangement  com¬ 
bined  in  fuch  admirable  light  and 
order,  as  one  of  the  firrt  efforts  of 
human  ability  and  genius ;  and  as 
equally  affording  an  inrtance  of 
uncommon  zeal,  unrivalled  induf- 
try,  and  of  invincible  perfeverance. 
Fie  obferved,  that  this  fcheme 
was  partly  upon  the  plan  of  the 
petitions ;  that  if  it  did  not  em¬ 
brace  every  thing  that  was  de¬ 
fcribed  or  pointed  to  in  the  peti¬ 
tions,  it  contained  nothing  that 
was  not  confonant  to  their  letter 
and  fpirit ;  nor  did  it  exclude  or 
determine  againft  a  fyllable  of 

their  contents.  - -  The  hiftory 

which  he  gave  of  the  original  re¬ 
ception  of  that  fcheme  ;  of  the 
progrefs  of  the  ertablifhment  bill, 
and  of  the  various  oppofltion 
which  it  encountered,  unto  the  late 
defeat,  which  he  confidered  as  its 
final  cataftrophe,  was  highly  curi¬ 
ous,  intererting,  and  full  of  keen 
political  obfervation. 

With  refpedt  to  the  firrt:  article, 
Mr.  Dunning  drew  a  dirtindtion, 
(not  very  honourable  to  thofe 
whom  it  affedled)  between  the  ge¬ 
nuine  fentiments  of  the  houfe, 
when  adling  from  their  own  imme¬ 
diate  feelings  and  perceptions,  and 
the  impreffions  afterwards  made 
upon  them  from  without.  To 
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the  firft  he  attributed  the  univer- 
fal  applaufe  and  the  high  eulo- 
giums,  which  Mr.  Burke’s  pro¬ 
portions  received  on  their  being 
firft  opened  to  the  houfe.  The 
temper  and  difpofttion  which  af¬ 
terwards  appeared,  he  was  con¬ 
vinced  originated  out  of  that 
houfe;  and  would  never  otherwife 
have  prevailed  within  its  walls. 

For  after  lhch  general  approba¬ 
tion,  the  bill  was  let  down  foftly. 
Firft,  it  contained  fome  matter 
worthy  of  approbation,  then,  it 
was  doubtful ;  at  laft,  it  was 
fundamentally  wrong  and  danger¬ 
ous. 

He  obferved,  that  in  the  courfe 
of  the  very  important  conteft  on 
different  parts  of  the  eftablifhment 
bill,  notwithftanding  the  dexterity 
tifed  on  the  other  fide,  fome  mat« 
ters  of  great  public  concern  were 
brought  unwillingly  out ;  and 
which  indeed  were  the  caufe  for 
his  entering  at  prefent  upon  the 
fubjecl.  Particularly,  in  the  dif- 
cuffion  of  the  firft  claufe  of  that 
bill,  for  abolilhing  the  office  of  a 
third  fecretary  of  date,  two  fun¬ 
damental  points  were  brought  into 
controverfy.  It  had  been  affirmed, 
that  the  influence  of  the  crown 
was  not  too  great.  It  had  been 
afferted,  that  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  even  fuch  as  it  was  dated 
to  be  in  argument,  was  conftitu- 
tional  and  neceffary  :  and  it  had 
alfo  been  afferted,  that  the  other 
point  infilled  on  in  the  petitions, 
the  enquiry  into  the  expenditure 
of  the  Civil  Lift  Revenue,  was  a 
bufmefs  not  competent  to  that 
houfe.  After  taking:  notice  how 
the  minifter  Ihrunk  from  the  con- 
teft,  when  it  was  drenuoufly  endea¬ 
voured  on  his  fide,  to  bring  the 
queftion  forward  to  abide  the  deci- 


fion  of  the  houfe  ;  he  obferved 
that  the  claufe  was,  however,  loft, 
under  pretence  that  the  office  was 
not  ufelefs,  or  if  it  was,  that  no 
evidence  of  its  being  ufelefs  ap¬ 
peared. 

The  next  claufe,  he  faid,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  abolition  of  the  board 
of  trade,  was  oppofed  on  the  fame 
oftenfible  ground  of  its  not  being 
ufelefs.  The  minifter,  however, 
befides  the  oftenfible  ground,  main¬ 
tained  both  the  other  doctrines, 
that  the  influence  of  the  crown 
was  not  too  much,  and  that  par¬ 
liament  had  no  right  to  controul 
the  Civil  Lift  Expenditure  ;  but 
the  houfe  was  not  to  be  drove.—— 
The  houfe  revolted,  and  the  claufe 
for  abolilhing  the  board  of  trade 
was  carried  by  a  fmall  majority. 

The  next  claufe  of  the  cftablilh- 
ment  bill,  Mr.  Dunning  obferved, 
was  openly  oppofed  on  principle  ; 
and  that  principle  fupported,  in 
one  fhape  or  other,  by  a  great  ma¬ 
jority  of  that  houfe.  The  king’s 
houihold  was  deemed  facred ;  it 
was  not  to  be  touched  ;  a  diftinc- 
tion  was  made  by  fome  of  thofe 
who  gave  the  minifter  that  majo¬ 
rity  :  ufelefs  places  which  related 
to  the  functions  of  the  ftate,  they 
held,  might  be  abolilhed  ;  but  the 
king’s  revenue,  for  the  fupport  of 
his  houihold,  was  his  own  perfonal 
revenue,  with  which  parliament 
neither  had,  nor  could  have  any 
thing  to  do.— That  decifton  he 
conftdered  as  giving  the  death- 
wound  to  his  friend’s  bill. 

The  next  attempt,  he  obferved, 
made  in  purfuance  of  the  petitions, 
or  in  compliance  with  the  wilhes 
of  the  people,  was  that  by  Col. 
Barre,  for  inftituting  a  committee 
of  accounts.  But  the  noble  mi¬ 
nifter,  he  faid,  after  freely  pro- 
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miffing  his  full  affiftance  to  the 
meafure,  well  forefeeing,  that  it 
v\ould  bring  out  many  things  ex* 
treme’y  irkfome  and  unpleaiant  to 
himfelf,  defeated  the  defign,  by 
running  a  race  with  his  honour¬ 
able  friend  for  the  bill,  and  (hatch¬ 
ing  it  out  of  his  hands,  where  it 
had  been  placed,  by  the  unanimous 
voice  and  approbation  of  that 
houfe.  He  heavily  cenfured  the 
manoeuvre  of  the  minifter  in  this 
bufinefs,  both  as  it  refpeCted  him 
in  the  character  of  a  gentleman, 
and  in  that  of  his  public  capacity  : 
nor  did  he  lefs  condemn  his  fubfti- 
tuted  bill  for  a  commiffion  of  ac¬ 
counts,  which  he  defcribed  as 
being  totally  unprofitable,  if  not 
worfe. 

Two  other  efforts,  he  obferved, 
were  made  towards  anfvvering  one 
of  the  principal  objeCts  of  the  peti¬ 
tioners,  by  leffening  the  influence 
of  the  crown  in  that  houfe.  The 
one  was  Sir  George  Saville’s  mo  ¬ 
tion  for  the  production  of  the  pen- 
fion  lilt  ;  which  was  excellently 
calculated  for  anfvvering  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  but  which  he  had  the  mor* 
tification  of  feeing  defeated  like 
the  foregoing.  The  other  was 
Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clerke’s  bill 
for  the  exclufion  of  contractors  ; 
which  had  the  good  fortune  of  be¬ 
ing  carried  through  that  houfe. 

Thus,  the  whole  of  what  had 
been  obtained,  in  confequence  of 
that  pile  of  parchment  before 
them,  containing  the  fentiments, 
the  prayers,  and  the  petitions  of 
above  one  hundred  thoufand  elec¬ 
tors,  and  through  fuch  laudable 
efforts,  fuch  late  and  frequent  dif- 
cuflion,  and  fo  many  arduous 
flruggles  within  the  houfe,  a- 
mounted  only  to  a  Angle  claufe  in 
the  eflablifhment  bill,  which  dand- 
ipg  naked,  as  it  did,  could  be 
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conddered  of  little  or  no  impor¬ 
tance  ;  to  the  minifter’s  runaway 
bill,  which  was  as  direCt  an  infult  to 
that  houfe,  as  it  was  a  bare-faced 
mockery  of  their  condiments ;  and 
to  the  contractor’s  bill,  which  the 
friends  of  adminidration  predict 
will  dill  mifearry ;  or  if  that  hope 
fliould  fail,  openly  boad,  that  fuch 
means  are  contrived  as  will  de¬ 
feat  all  its  purpofes.  Such,  he 
faid,  was  the  manner  in  which 
the  dutiful  petitions  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  England  had  hitherto  been 
treated. 

He  then  dated,  that  as  every 
other  means  had  failed  of  produc¬ 
ing  any  effeCt  adequate  to  the 
prayer  of  the  petitions,  he  thought 
it  his  duty,  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  houfe,  to  take  fome  determi¬ 
nate  meafure,  by  which  the  people 
might  know,  without  equivoca¬ 
tion,  what  they  had  to  trud  to, 
and  whether  their  petitions  were 
adopted  or  rejected.  To  bring 
both  the  points  conteded  between 
the  petitioners  and  miniders  fairly 
to  iffue,  he  fhould  frame  two 
propofitions,  abdraCted  from  the 
petitions  on  the  table,  and  take 
the  fenfe  of  the  committee  upon 
them.  He  meant,  that  they  fhould 
be  fhort,  and  as  Ample  as  poffible, 
fo  as  to  draw  forth  a  direCt  affirma¬ 
tive  or  negative. 

He  then  moved  his  fird  propo- 
dtion,  “  That  the  influence  of 
the  crown  has  increafed,  is  increaf- 
ing,  and  ought  to  be  diminifhed.’* 
— He  fupported  his  motion  princi¬ 
pally  upon  the  public  notoriety  of 
the  faCl ;  and  difclaimed  feeking 
for  that  kind  of  explicit  proofs, 
which,  as  they  were  neceflary, 
were  likevvife  ecfily  obtained  in 
other  cafes  ;  but  which,  in  this, 
being  impracticable,  it  was  of 
courfe  ridiculous  to  require.  The 
U]  i  queftic% 
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queilion,  he  faid,  muSl  be  decided 
by  the  confidences  of  thofe,  who 
as  a  jury  were  called  upon  to  de¬ 
termine,  what  was  or  was  not 
within  their  knowledge.— He  ob- 
ferved,  however,  as  a  collateral 
circumftance  of  evidence,  that  no¬ 
thing  lefs  than  the  moll  alarming 
and  corrupt  influence,  could  induce 
a  number  of  gentlemen  in  that 
houfe,  to  fupport  the  minister  by 
their  votes  in  thofe  meafures  within 
doors,  which  they  condemned  and 
reprobated  without.  That  this 
was  the  cafe,  and  within  his  own 
immediate  knowledge,  lie  declared 
upon  his  honour ;  and  added,  that 
though  he  was  not  himfelf  very 
fqueami'fh,  nor  over-delicate,  in 
giving  his  opinion  upon  the  mea- 
jfures  of  administration,  he  had 
never  indulged  himfelf  in  throw¬ 
ing  upon  them  fuch  fevere  epi¬ 
thets,  as  had  fallen  in  his  prefence 
from  the  mouths  of  members  a  - 
broad,  who,  notwithstanding,  fup- 
ported  them  within  thofe  walls ; 
nor  was  the  number  fmall,  for, 
but  that  the  talk  would  be  too  in¬ 
vidious,  he  could  mention  no  lefs 
than  fifty  members  of  that  houfe, 
who  had  held  that  language  arid 
conduit. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  mini- 
iters  and  their  friends  contended, 
that  the  refolution  now  moved  was 
clearly  an  abftrait  proportion.— 
The  learned  gentleman  had  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  would  not  inform 
the  houfe  what  further  meafures 
he  intended  to  graft  upon  his  in¬ 
tended  resolutions  ;  tills  afforded 
to  them  all  the  properties,  and 
even  the  exail  definition  of  an  ab- 
jftradt  queilion.  There  were,  to  be 
fure,  infiances  in  the  records  of 
parliament,  in  which  abstract  quef- 
tions  were  moved  and  agreed  to;- 
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but  they  were  very  improper  ex¬ 
amples  to  be  followed  ;  and  in 
general,  even  in  thofe  cafes,  they 
related  to  fome  previous  proceed¬ 
ings  in  the  houfe,  fome  difputed 
point,  fome  fubjedt  of  controverfy 
under  difeuffion,  in  which  the 
fenfe  of  the  houfe  was  particularly 
called  for.  When  this  happened 
not  to  be  the  cafe,  the  perfon  who 
propofed  to  the  houfe  to  vote  an 
abilrad  question,  having  a  pro- 
fpedive  view  to  meafures  which 
were  to  be  engrafted  in  it,  was 
bound  by  the  nature  of  the  requi- 
fition,  to  explain  what  thofe  mea¬ 
fures  were  intended  to  be  ;  other- 
wife,  one  of  thofe  two  things  might 
happen,  either  that  the  houfe 
fhould  vote  an  abffrad  queilion  to 
no  manner  of  purpofe,  or  that  after 
having  agreed  to  the  leading  pro- 
pofition,  they  might,  notwith¬ 
standing,  be  under  a  neceffity  of 
rejecting  the  meafure  to  be  en¬ 
grafted  on  it,  although  that  mea¬ 
fure  might  well  bear  apdrong  feern- 
ing  relation  to  the  antecedent  re¬ 
folution  ;  a  circumstance  which 
would  throw  a  difgraceful  appear¬ 
ance  of  inconfillency  and  abfurdity 
upon  their  proceedings. 

The  propofed  refolution,  they 
faid,  came  fully  within  thefe  pre¬ 
dicaments.  It  was  purely  abflrad, 
as  not  being  connected  with  any 
one  meafure  whatever;  it  pointed 
to  no  remedy,  nor  was  it  appa¬ 
rently  defigned  to  avert  any  evil. 
Many  gentlemen  in  that  houfe 
might  pofiibly  think,  that  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  crown  was  really 
increaling  ;  others,  that  it  was  in- 
creafed  ;  and  fome,  perhaps,  that 
it  ought  to  be  diminifned.  TheSe, 
through  their  ignorance  of  what 
was  to  follow,  might  vote  tor  the 
abstract  proportion  firnply  as  it 
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flood  ;  and  yet  might  afterwards 
totally  difapprove  of  the  meafure 
with  which  the  learned  gentleman 
intended  to  follow  it  up ;  whereas, 
if  the  mealure  of  correction  had  ac¬ 
companied  the  faCt  of  abufe,  they 
would,  from  a  knowledge  of  its 
tendency,  have  rejected  the  quef- 
tion  in  the  abftraCt. 

They  objected  to  the  total  want 
of  evidence  to  fupport  the  faffs  ; 
and  could  for  theml'elves  anfwer 
that  they  were  wholly  unfounded. 
The  flighted:  view  of  the  ftate  of 
public  affairs  would  direftly  over¬ 
throw  the  whole  fuppofition.  Was 
it  a  time  when  America  was  loft  1 
it  was  feared  irretrievably  loft  ! 
when  that  lofs  was  fucceeded  by 
a  war  with  France,  and  another 
with  Spain ;  was  it  a  time,  after 
fo  long  a  feries  of  difappointments, 
untoward  events,  ill  fuccefs  and 
Ioffes,  and  all  the  unpopular  con- 
fequences  incident  to  fuck  a  ftate 
of  things,  to  fuppofe  that  the 
influence  of  the  crown  was  in- 
creafed  ?  The  people  were  hea¬ 
vily  burthened  ;  they  forefaw  an 
increafe  of  thofe  burthens  daily 
approaching ;  they  felt  the  lofs  of 
America ;  they  were  difappointed 
and  out  of  temper ;  in  fuch  cir- 
cumftances  to  talk  of  the  influence 
of  the  crown,  was  abfurd  and  pre- 
pofterous. 

It  was  beftdes  argued  to  be  un¬ 
fair  and  unjuft  with  refpefl  to  the- 
prefent  adminiftration.  It  would 
appear,  they  faid,  if  the  prefent 
refolution  was  adopted,  at  leaft  to 
the  people  without  doors,  that  this 
influence  had  originated,  and  was 
daily  increaftng,  under  the  pre¬ 
fent  adminiftration.  This  implied 
a  cenfure  of  fo  fevere  a  nature,  as 
called  for  the  moft  found  and  fub- 
ftantial  proof  before  it  fhould  be 


admitted,  much  lefs  eftablifhed  bjr 
a  vote  of  parliament.  For  if  any 
fuch  influence  exifted  at  all,  it 
muft  have  exifted  before  the  pre¬ 
fent  minifters  were  born  ;  but  the 
charge  was  not  accompanied  or 
fupported  by  a  Angle  argument, 
which  could  diftinguilh  this  admi¬ 
niftration  even  from  any  other  diir- 
ing  the  prefent  reign. 

They  farther  urged,  that  the 
prefent  mode  of  carrying  on  the 
government  of  this  country  had 
continued  the  fame  exactly  from 
the  revolution  downwards  ;  and 
unlefs  fome  proof  were  fliewn  that 
an  influence,  whatever  that  might 
be,  exifted  at  prefent,  different 
from  that  which  was  fuppofed  to 
exift  in  former  times,  the  prefent 
vote  would  be  replete  with  danger 
to  the  conftitution  ;  for  it  would 
tend  to  alter  that  -  fyftem  of  go¬ 
vernment,  which  had  been  efta- 
bliftied  by  our  forefathers  ;  and 
which  had  been  approved  of,  con¬ 
tinued,  and  confirmed,  by  feverai 
fucceeding  generations. 

The  affertion,  as  to  the  repro¬ 
bation  of  the  meafures  of  minifters 
without  doors,  by  thofe  who  had. 
fupported  them  within,  was  bit¬ 
terly  refented.  The  faff  itfelf 
feemed  to  be  doubted,  as  much  as 
propriety  would  admit  of ;  and  a 
court  lord,  after  every  poflible  de¬ 
gree  of  execration  of  fuch  men,  iff 
they  really  exifted,  called  upon 
them  to  quit  his  fide  of  the  houfe, 
and  to  go  over  to  the  other,  em¬ 
phatically  crying  out,  “  Go,  you 
worft  of  men,  be  your  hearts  and 
motives  ever  fo  corrupt,  preferve 
fome  appearance  of  principle  and 
decency,  and  fupport  thofe  prin¬ 
ciples  in  public,  which  you  ap¬ 
prove  of,  and  fecretly  avow,  in 
private,” 

The 
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The  fpeaker,  on  this  day,  took  a 
decided  part  in  fupport  of  the  mo¬ 
tion.  He  obferved,  that  however 
irkfome  it  was  to  him  to  take  any 
•part  in  their  debates,  and  however 
cautious  he  was,  and  ought  to  be, 
of  obtruding  his  own  private  opi¬ 
nions  on  the  houfe,  there  were 
cafes,  and  he  confidered  the  pre- 
lent  as  one  of  them,  in  which  it 
would  be  criminal  in  him  to  re¬ 
main  filent.  The  queftion  before 
them,  he  faid,  was  of  infinite  con- 
fequence  to  that  houfe,  and  to  the 
people  at  large  ;  both  were  under 
the  greateit  obligation  to  the  learn¬ 
ed  gentleman  who  had  brought  it 
tinder  difcuffion  ;  and  however  it 
might  be  determined,  he  was 
happy  in  the  opportunity  which  it 
afforded  him  of  difcharging  his 
duty,  as  a  member  of  that  houfe, 
both  to  his  conftltuents,  and  to  his 
country  in  general. 

He  denied  that  the  queftion  was 
in  any  degree  ab  ft  raft ;  it  was  a 
queftion  of  fadt.  What  were  the 
fiadis  ?  It  defired  the  houfe  to  re- 
folve  in  the  firfc  inftance,  that  the 
influence  of  the  crown  was  in- 
creafed  ;  who  would  doubt  the 
truth  of  that  fadl  ?— -That  it  is  in- 
creaftng ;  could  any  man  doubt  of 
that  either  ?  He  believed  not.  If 
there  was  any  fuck  perfon  prefent, 
lie  was  fure  that  he  was  not  him- 
felf  that  pe.rfon.  He  had  feen  fo 
many  inftance s  of  both  ftnce  he 
had  the  honour  of  a  feat  in  that 
houfe,  as  fufficiently  juftified  him 
in  faying,  that  the  influence  of  the 
crown  had  increafed,  and  was  in- 
creafing.  The  petitions  on  the 
table  averred  the  fadt;  it  was  the 
duty  of  that  houfe  to  fay  whether 
it  was  or  was  not  fo.  It  was  an 
allegation  which  called  for  no 
proofs  5  it  did  not  indeed  admit  of 
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any.  It  could  only  be  known  t# 
the  members  of  that  houfe,  and 
they  were  the  only  perfons  com¬ 
petent  to  refolve  it ;  for  fuch  were 
the  circumftances  of  the  affair,  that 
if  it  were  even  proved  by  evidence, 
they  only  could  know  whether  the 
evidence  was  true  or  falfe.  They 
were  bound  as  jurors,  by  the  con» 
viction  arifing  in  their  own  minds, 
and  were  obliged  to  determine  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

He  appealed  to  the  feelings 
and  experience  of  gentlemen  who 
heard  him,  if  the  influence  of  the 
crown  had  not  increafed,  was  not 
daily  increanng,  and  whether  it 
was  not  the  duty  of  that  houfe  to 
limit  it  ?  He  profeffed  himfelf  a 

X 

friend  to  the  legal  conftitutional 
prerogatives  of  the  crown ;  but  he 
contended  that  thefe  afforded  the 
only  legitimate  influence,  which  it 
could  have,  or  ought  to  exercife  ; 
and  afked,  whether  it  was  not  a 
very  vain  and  idle  thing  to  limit 
or  mete  out  the  prerogatives  of  the 
crown,  while  they  permitted  ano¬ 
ther,  and  much  more  dangerous, 
becaufe  a  concealed  influence,  to 
operate  in  their- ft ead. 

He  further  obferved,  that  the 
fpecies  of  government  eftablilhed 
in  this  country,  under  its  true  and 
proper  definition  of  a  monarchy  li¬ 
mited  by  law,  he  was  free  to  fay, 
required  no  other  afliftance  for  the 
exercife  of  its  functions,  than  what 
it  derived  from  the  conftitution 
and  the  laws.  That  the  powers 
veiled  in  the  executive  part  of  go¬ 
vernment,  and  in  his  opinion  wife¬ 
ly  placed  there,  were  ample  and 
fufiicient  for  all  the  purpofes  of 
good  government,  and  without  any 
further  aid,  were  much  too  ample 
for  the  purpofes  of  bad  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  he  thought  himfelf 

bound 
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bound  as  an  honeft  man  to  declare, 
that  the  influence  of  the  crown  had 
increafed  far  beyond  the  ideas  of 
a  monarchy  ftriCUy  limited  in  its 
nature  and  extent. 

Such  doctrines  and  opinions, 
coming  from  fuch  an  authority, 
could  not  but  produce  fome  con- 
fiderable  effeCt.  The  lpeaker  like- 
wife  obferved  to  the  committee, 
that  it  might  poflibly  be  very  gall- 
ins:  to  them  to  be  informed  of  their 
duty  by  the  petitioners  ;  but  they 
fhould  recolleCt  that  it  was  entire¬ 
ly  their  own  fault.  He  was  forry, 
in  one  fenfe,  to  fee  thofe  petitions 
before  them  ;  becaufe  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  houfe,  confcious 
of  its  own  duty,  fhould  have  pre¬ 
vented  the  neceflity.  What  the 
petitioners  now  demanded,  ihould 
have  originated  within  their  own 
walls ;  and  then,  what  now  would 
bear  too  much  the  appearance  of 
compulflon,  would  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  with  gratitude  on  the  one 
fide,  and  conferred  with  credit  and 
a  good  grace  on  the  other.  But  at 
any  rate  they  were  to  confider,  that 
they  were  then  fitting  as  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people,  and 
folely  for  their  advantage  and  be¬ 
nefit  ;  and  that  they  in  duty  flood 
pledged  to  that  people,  who  were 
their  creators,  for  the  faithful  dif- 
charge  of  their  truft. 

The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland, 
in  order  to  obtain  a  negative  to 
the  motion,  propofed  to  ftrengthen 
the  propofition  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as,  he  thought,  mufl  of  neceflity 
occafion  its  rejection.  He  accord¬ 
ingly  moved  as  an  amendment  the 
following  words,  <f  That  it  is 
“  now  neceflary  to  declare/’  an  a- 
mendment  which  the  oppofltion 
(undoubtedly  from  a  fenfe  of  their 
flrength)  readily,  and  perhaps 


unexpectedly  agreed  to.  The 
amended  queflion  then  flood 
thus, — That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  it  is  now  ne- 
celiary  to  declare,  that  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  crown  is  increafed,  in- 
crealing,  and  ought  to  be  dimi- 
nifhed. 

The  committee  divided  about 
12  o’clock,  when  the  motion  fo 
amended  was  carried  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  cf  18;  the  numbers  being 
233,  who  fupported  Mr.  Dun¬ 
ning’s  propofition,  to  215,  who 
voted  with  adminiftration  againfl 
it.  Thus  the  minifler,  a  fecond 
time  in  this  feflion,  found  himfelf 
in  a  minority. 

Mr.  Dunning  then  moved  his 
fecond  propofition,  “  That  it  is 
“  competent  to  this  houfe  to  exa- 
“  mine  into,  and  to  correct  abufes 
u  in  the  expenditure  of  the  civil 
“  lift  revenues,  as  well  as  in 
((  every  other  branch  of  the  pub- 
“  lie  revenue,  whenever  it  ftiall 
“  feem  expedient  to  the  wifdom 
“  of  this  houfe  fo  to  do.” 

Although  the  minifler  requefted 
that  the  committee  would  not  pro¬ 
ceed  any  farther  that  night,  the 
queflion  was  notwithftanding  put, 
and  carried  without  a  diviflon. 
But  the  new  majority,  after  the 
vexation  of  fo  many  years  labour 
in  the  ineffective  efforts  of  a  mi¬ 
nority,  were  now  determined  to 
make  the  moft  of  the  advantages 
afforded  by  their  new  fituation. 
Mr.  T.  Fitt,  accordingly  (who 
had  taken  a  moft  aCtive  and  fpi- 
rited  part  in  the  debates  of  the 
day)  moved  the  following  refolu- 
tion.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  “  that  it  is  the  duty 
“  of  this  houfe  to  provide,  as  far 
“  as  may  be,  an  immediate  and 
f<  effectual  redrefs  of  the  abufes 

“  com- 
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et  complained  of  in  the  petitions 
*•'  prefented  to  this  houfe,  from 
«c  the  different  counties,  cities, 
(e  and  towns  in  this  kingdom.’ ’ 

The  minifter  again  intreated 
and  implored,  but  with  no  better 
fuccefs  than  before,  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  would  not  proceed  any  far¬ 
ther  for  that  night.  No  ground  of 
argument  being  taken  againft,  nor 
opposition  whatever  made  to  this 
conclulive  motion,  it  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative  without  an  appa¬ 
rent  diffent. 

The  bufmefs  was  not,  however, 
yet  over.  The  houfe  being  re- 
iimied,  Mr.  Fox  moved,  that  the 
xefolutions  Should  be  immediately 
reported.  This  was  oppofed  by 
the  minifter,  with  all  the  force  he 
yet  retained,  as  being  unufual, 
violent,  and  arbitrary.  But  the 
torrent  was  tpo  Strong  to  be  re¬ 
dded.  The  resolutions  were  feve- 
rally  reported  and  received  ;  and, 
after  being  read  a  firft  and  fecond 
time,  were  agreed  to,  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  houfe,  without  a 
division. 

Such  was  the  complete  and  de¬ 
cisive  victory  gained,  in  behalf  of 
the  petitions,  by  the  opposition,  on 
that  extraordinary  and  memorable 
day.  The  exultation  and  triumph 
on  one  fide  of  the  houfe,  was  only 
equalled  by  the  evident  depreffion 
and  difmay  which  prevailed  on 
the  fide  of  administration.  In¬ 
deed  the  appearance  of  things  was 
'  fufficient  to  Strike  the  boldeft  with 
difmay  ;  nor  does  it  Seem,  that 
any  proposition,  could  have  been 
brought  fairly  before  the  houfe  on 
that  night,  which,  in  the  fpirit 
that  then  prevailed,  would  not 
have  been  carried  againft  the  mi- 
mifters.  Wlien  the  nature  and 
the  tendency  of  the  questions  are 


confidered,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  carried,  is  atten¬ 
tively  viewed,  fcarcely  any  thing 
more  important  feems  to  have 
been  fo  propofed  and  carried  Since 
the  revolution.  The  fyftem  of  the 
court  was  Shaken  to  its  founda¬ 
tions.  Without  doors,  the  joy 
and  triumph  in  moft  parts  of 
England,  as  well  in  moft  of  the 
counties  that  did  not  petition,  as 
in  thofe  that  did,  was  great  and 
general  ;  and  though  not  dis¬ 
played  in  the  fame  manner,  would 
not  perhaps  have  been  exceeded, 
on  occafion  of  the  moft  decisive 
vidiory  over  a  foreign  enemy. 

It  can  be  no  matter  of  furprize, 
that  under  the  preSTure  of  fuch 
circum Stances,  and  puShed  without 
mercy  on  all  Sides  as  he  was,  the 
minister  Should  in  fome  inftances 
be  thrown  oft'  his  guard  fo  much, 
as  to  Shew  ftrong  marks  of  indig¬ 
nation  and  refentment  ;  more  es¬ 
pecially  when  keen  perfonal  re¬ 
proach  was  fuperadded  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  fenfe  of  misfortune.  This 
effedt  was  particularly  produced  by 
the  feverity  of  fome  ftridiures 
thrown  out  by  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt ; 
who  obferved,  that  there  could 
not  be  a  more  indubitable  proof  of 
the  enormous  and  deftrudtive  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  crown,  than  that 
noble  lord  afforded  in  the  poifefi. 
fion  of  his  prefent  office,  after  fo 
many  years  of  lofs,  misfortune, 
and  calamity,  as  had  already 
marked  the  fatal  courfe  of  his  ad  - 
miniftration.  He  afked,  whether 
that  noble  lord  had  not  loft  Ame¬ 
rica  ?  Whether  he  had  not  Squan¬ 
dered  many  millions  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  money,  and  wafted  rivers  of 
blood  of  the  ftubjedls  of  Great 
Britain.  And  yet,  though  the 
whole  country  with  one  voice  cried 
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out  againd  him,  and  execrated  his 
American  war,  the  noble  lord  dill 
held  his  place.  Could  this  pof- 
fibly  be  afcribed  to  any  other  caufe 
than  to  the  overgrown  influence  cf 
the  crown,  along  with  that  dar¬ 
ing  exertion  of  it,  which  fets  the 
voice  and  the  interefts  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  at  naught.  The  noble  lord, 
he  faid,  had  funk  and  degraded 
the  honour  of  Great  Britain ;  the 
name  of  an  Englifhman  was  now 
no  longer  a  matter  to  be  proud  of ; 
the  time  had  been  when  it  was  the 
envy  of  all  the  world  :  it  had 
been  the  introduction  to  univerfal 
refpeCt,  but  the  noble  lord  had 
contrived  to  fmk  it  aimed  beneath 
contempt.  He  had  rendered  his 
countrymen  and  their  country  des¬ 
picable  in  the  eyes  of  every  other 

power. - It  mud  have  required 

more  than  a  common  dock  of  phi- 
lofophy  to  remain  unmoved,  un¬ 
der  fuch  a  weight  of  inveCtive, 
and  under  charges  of  fuch  a  na¬ 
ture. 

On  the  next  day  of 
bufmefs,  the  houfe  be¬ 
ing  in  a  committee  on  the  fubjeCt 
of  the  petitions,  Mr.  Dunning,  in 
purfuance  of  his  plan,  moved  a 
refolution  to  the  following  pur¬ 
port,  That  in  order  to  fecure  the 
independence  of  parliament,  and 
to  obviate  all  fufoicions  of  its  pu¬ 
rity,  that  within  feven  days  after 
the  meeting  of  parliament,  every 
feffion,  there  be  laid  before  that 
houfe,  by  the  proper  officer,  an  ac¬ 
count  of  all  monies  paid  out  of 
the  civil  lid,  or  any  part  of  the 
public  revenue,  to  or  for  the  ufe, 
or  in  trud,  for  any  member  of 
parliament,  fince  the  lad  recefs, 
by  every  perfon  who  diall  have 
paid  the  fame. 

This  motion  was  but  faintly 
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oppofed  ;  the  principal  grounds  of 
argument  being,  that  the  com® 
mons  paffing  refolutions,  which 
were  in  faCt  teds,  -  might  occadon 
fome  difference  with  the  other 
houfe  ;  and  the  old  doCtrine,  of 
the  indelicacy  of  fuppofing,  that 
men  of  honour  and  character 
could  be  biaffed  in  their  public 
opinions  and  votes,  by  the  confi- 
deration  of  any  paltry  emolu¬ 
ments.  Thefe  were  however  over¬ 
ruled,  and  the  refolution  carried 
without  difficulty. 

Mr.  Dunning  then  moved.  That 
the  perfons  holding  the  offices  of 
treaSurer  of  the  chamber,  treafurer 
of  the  houdiold,  cofferer  of  the  houf® 
hold,  comptroller  of  the  houdiold, 
mader  of  the  houdiold,  clerks  of  the 
green  cloth,  with  all  their  deputies, 
be  rendered  incompatible  with  a 
feat  in  that  houfe. — Thus  avowed¬ 
ly  endeavouring  to  remedy,  fo  far  as 
it  could  now  be  done,  the  failure  of 
that  claufe  in  Mr.  Burke’s  edab- 
lidiment  bill,  which  went  to  the 
total  abolition  of  thole  very  offices. 
This  motion  was  warmly  oppofed, 
and  brought  out  fome  confiderable 
debate,  in  which  the  propriety  of 
place  bills,  with  the  feveral  quali¬ 
fications  and  exceptions  to  the 
principle,  were  much  and  ingeni- 
oudy  agitated.  It  was,  however, 
more  dsrenuoudy  oppofed  in  aCt,  in 
the  druggie  of  an  exceedingly 
dole  divifton,  than  even  in  argu¬ 
ment.  The  quedion  being  called 
for  at  a  late  hour,  the  motion  was 
carried,  in  a  very  full  houfe,  by 
a  majority  of  two  only  ;  the  num¬ 
bers,  upon  a  dividon,  being  215, 
to  213.  This  was  the  minider’s 
third  minority.  However,  he 
feemed  to  gather  drength. 

Thus  far,  the  new  majority  had 
kept  their  ground.  Experience, 

however. 
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however,  foon  taught  them,  that 
they  could  only  hold  it  on  certain 
queftions,  and  in  certain  feafons. 

,  The  fir  ft  check  they  re- 
^  11  ceived  was  on  the  fecond 
reading  of  Mr.  Crewe’s  bill,  for 
excluding  revenue  officers  from 
voting  on  the  election  of  members 
of  parliament.  As  this  bill  was  on 
the  fame  principle  with  that  which 
had  been  brought  forward  by  the 
late  Mr.  Bowdefweil  about  ten 
years  before,  the  ground  of  argu¬ 
ment  was  neceffarily  the  fame  on 
both  fides  which  we  then  fated ; 
with  this  addition  on  one,  that 
the  prefent  bill  went  to  two  of  the 
great  objects  of  the  petitions,  to 
diminifh  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  and  to  reftore  or  fecure 
the  independence  of  parliament  ; 
the  oppofition  from  thence  con¬ 
tending,  that  the  houfe  was 
bound  by  its  own  late  determina¬ 
tions  to  fupport  the  bill.  The 
debate  was  long,  and  the  queftion 
ftrongly  argued  on  both  fides. 

The  one,  holding  out  the  injuf- 
iice  and  cruelty  of  depriving  a 
great  body  of  men  of  their  fran- 
chifes,  without  any  crime  proved 
or  alledged  to  juflify  the  forfei¬ 
ture  ;  and  the  other  infilling,  that 
the  bill  would  deprive  them  of  no 
franchifes,  for  that  no  revenue 
officer,  while  he  continued  fuch,  ei¬ 
ther  did  or  could  poffefs  a  free  vote  : 
fo  that  inftead  of  injufiice  or  cruel® 
ty,  it  would  be  a  great  relief  to 
thefe  people,  as  it  would  fave  them 
from  the  hard  neceffity,  of  either 
voting  againfl  their  inclination  and 
confcience,  or  of  loling  their 
places  ;  the  bill  did  not  deprive, 
it  only  fufpended  the  officer’s 
franchife,  until  he  was  in  a  fitua® 
tion  which  would  admit  of  his  ex- 
ercifmg  it  properly,  that  is,  with^« 

3  - 


out  reftraint ;  the  option  either 
of  holding  his  place,  or  of  exercis¬ 
ing  his  franchife,  would  always 
lie  with  himfelf. 

The  bill  was,  however,  thrown 
out  upon  a  diviiion,  about  ten  at 
night,  by  a  majority  of  224,  to 
195  ;  fo  well  was  the  houfe  attend¬ 
ed  at  this  time.-r- — The  illnefs  of 
the  fjpeaker,  on  the  following  day, 
occafioned  a  hidden  ceifation.  The 
houfe  was  adjourned  unto  the  24th 
day  of  the  month. 

During  this  interval,  the  con¬ 
tractor’s  bill  brought  out  long  and 
very  confiderable  debates  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  Upon  the  fe¬ 
cond  reading,  the  am  , 
Duke  of  Bolton  ha-  AprU  Ha¬ 
ving  moved  that  the  bill  fhould 
be  committed,  a  powerful  and 
determined  oppofition  on  the  fide 
of  adminillration  immediately  ap¬ 
peared,  in  which  the  fecreta* 
ries  of  ftate,  and  both  the  great 
law  lords  in  office  took  a  principal 
ihare. 

The  court  lords  infilled,  that 
the  principle  of  the  bill  was  falfe, 
and  that  it  propofed  manifeft  in- 
juflice.  It  was  likewife  a  direCt 
infringement  of  that  great  prero¬ 
gative  of  the  crown,  which  fets  it 
above  all  controul  whatever,  in 
the  articles  of  making  and  con¬ 
ducting  war.  The  principle  was 
falfe,  in  fuppofmg  diflionefly  and 
corruption  without  any  manner  of 
evidence.  It  was  cruel  and  unjuft, 
in  inflidting  puniihment  without 
proof  of  criminality  or  guilt.  It 
would  deprive  a  refpeCtable  body 
of  men  of  their  natural  rights,  as 
well  as  of  their  municipal  fran¬ 
chifes,  without  the  fmalleft  charge, 
or  even  pretence,  of  their  having 
committed  any  aCt  which  could  in¬ 
cur  a  forfeiture*  Indeed  it  reached 
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to  thofe  who  could  commit  no  aft, 
for  it  decreed  puniihment  to  men 
yet  unborn. 

With  all  its  other  enormities, 
the  bill,  they  faid,  went  to  the 
direft  fubverflon  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  by  depriving  the  people  of 
England  of  their  inherent  and  in¬ 
valuable  right,  of  choofing  thofe 
perfons  whom  they  trufted  and 
liked,  to  be  their  reprefentatives 
in  parliament.  Nor  was  its  ten¬ 
dency  more  unjufl  to  individuals, 
more  injurious  to  the  prerogative, 
or  more  inimical  to  the  conftitu- 
tion,  than  it  would  be  found  per¬ 
nicious  to  the  public  fervice  of  the 
ft  ate  in  time  of  war.  For  it  would 
deter  all  reputable  merchants  and 
gentlemen  of  character,  who  had 
a  nice  fenle  of  honour,  and  who 
were  not  difpofed  to  forfeit  the 
common  rights  and  franchifes  of 
citizens,  from  fupplying  our  fleets 
and  armies,  upon  any  terms,  with 
thofe  neceflaries,  which  it  would 
frequently  happen,  that  no  others 
could  furniih.  And  at  any  rate, 
it  would  throw  that  buftnefs  en¬ 
tirely  into  the  hands  of  men,  who 
either  wanted  means  and  ability 
to  fulfil  their  contracts,  or  inclina¬ 
tion  and  honefty  to  fulfil  them 
properly. 

The  bill  indeed  provides,  that 
thofe  who  become  contractors  at  a 
public  bidding,  after  25  days  pre¬ 
vious  notice  given  in  the  Gazette, 
fhall  not  be  fubjeft  to  its  penalties  ; 
that  is,  they  will  not  be  rendered 
incapable  of  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  But  the  circumftances 
and  exigencies  of  war  are  frequent¬ 
ly  fuch,  as  to  require  the  greateft 
poflible  difpatch,  and  the  molt  in¬ 
violable  fecrecy.  It  may  fre¬ 
quently  happen  that  the  lofs  of 
half  that  time  in  providing  the 


ftores  or  neceflaries  which  were 
wanted,  would  be  attended  with 
the  moft  ruinous  confequences  : 
and  fuch  a  public  advertifement 
would  befides  afford  direft  infor¬ 
mation  to  the  enemy  of  the  nature 
and  delign,  of  whatever  expedi » 
tion  or  enterprize  was  then  in  con¬ 
templation.  It  was  frequently 
neceflary,  they  faid,  to  provide 
for  future  as  well  as  prefent  exi¬ 
gencies  in  contrafts.  Their  very 
nature  often  forbids  their  being 
public.  The  mode  of  public  ad- 
vertifement  now  propofed,  would 
likewife  enhance  the  prices  of  the 
commodity  in  fuch  a  degree,  that 
the  executive  officers  of  govern¬ 
ment  would  be  incapable  of  car¬ 
rying  on  the  public  buftnefs. 

.  Were  then,  they  faid,  the 
gentlemen,  who  performed  fuch 
eminent  and  effential  fervices  to 
their  country,  as  the  provifton  of 
thofe  fupplies,  without  which 
fleets  and  armies  are  ineffeftual,  to 
be,  for  that  reafon  only,  debarred 
from  ferving  it  in  another  manner, 
for  which,  by  their  fortunes  and 
abilities,  they  might  probably  be 
no  lefs  qualified  ?  Was  it  a  part 
of  the  fyftem  included  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  rage  of  novelty  and  reform, 
either  to  banifli  the  mercantile  in- 
tereft  from  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  or  to  place  the  exiftence  of 
our  fleets  and  armies  in  the  hands 
of  beggars  and  bankrupts  ? 

They  reprobated  in  high  terms 
the  indignity  offered  to  the  hu¬ 
man  heart  and  underftanding,  in 
fuppofing  that  men  of  charafter, 
fortune,  and  fenfe,  would  forfeit 
their  good  name  and  reputation, 
and  facrifice  thofe  public  interefts 
in  which  they  were  fo  deeply 
concerned,  by  proftituting  their 
votes  in  parliament  for  the  paltry 
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emoluments  of  an  office,  or  the 
profits  of  a  contract,  either  of 
which  mu  ft  bear  a  very  diminu¬ 
tive  proportion  to  the  value  of 
their  private  eftates,  which  were 
wholly  ftaked  in  the  welfare  and 
fecurity  of  their  country.  The 
vulgar  but  popular  prejudice, 
they  faid,  of  fuppoling  every  mi¬ 
ni  Iter  corrupt,  and  that  every  man 
who  has  any  contraCl  with  go¬ 
vernment,  whatever  his  former  in¬ 
tegrity  might  have  been,  becomes 
likewife  corrupt  from  that  inftant, 
could  not  be  fufficiently  exploded, 
or  treated  with  too  much  con¬ 
tempt.  Who  could  be  fuppofed 
£0  bafs  or  fo  foolifh,  as  to  facrifice 
his  reputation,  and  his  perma¬ 
nent.  interefts,  for  a  precarious  in¬ 
come  or  office  ?  But  if  it  were 
even  admitted,  that  a  few  fuch 
wretched  and  unworthy  charac¬ 
ters  might  poffibiv  exift,  would 
the  multiplying  of  penal  laws, 
eradicate  the  vices,  or  correct  the 
enormities  of  mankind  ?  Had  they 
produced  that  effect  with  refpeCt 
to  gaming,  the  molt  de  fir  active  to 
a  fate  of  all  vices  ?. 

But  admitting,  what  was  very 
poffible,  that  forne  particular  per- 
tons  might  have  been  guilty  of  im  * 
pofition  or  fraud  in  their  contracts, 
lliil  there  could  be  no  occafion 
for  the  interference  of  parliament, 
much  lefs  for  agreeing  to  the  pre- 
fent  bill.  The  laws  had  very 
wifely  provided  proper  punifh- 
raent  for  public  as  well  as  private 
delinquency  ;  and  the  courts  of 
juftice  were  always  open  to  due 
examination,  and  ready  to  enforce 
the  laws.  Such  matters,  fliould 
therefore  be  left  by  parliament 
to  their  1  natural  courfe.  They 
might  poffibly,  if  there  were  fuch, 
come  ultimately  and  properly  be* 
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fore  that  houfe  in  its  judicial  ca¬ 
pacity.  But  at  any  rate,  the 
public  could  never  fail  of  obtain¬ 
ing  juftice  againft  the  offenders, 
without  the  interpofition  of  par¬ 
liament.  They  had  indeed  heard, 
both  formerly  and  now,  a  great 
deal  about  Atkinfon’s  rum  con¬ 
tracts  ;  and  it  was  endeavoured  to 
bring  thofe  tranfaClions  forward 
as  a  fort  of  evidence  in  fupport  of 
the  prefent  bill.  But  that  houfe 
being  totally  unacquainted  with 
the  circumftances  of  the  affair, 
could  form  no  opinion  at  all  upon, 
it  ;  if  any  thing  improper  appear¬ 
ed  in  thofe  tranfaClions,  the  law 
would  take  due  cognizance  of  it, 
and  punifnment  would  neceffarily 
follow  conviction.  A  great  law 
authority  threw  fome  light  upon 
this  fubjeCl,  which  had  been  fo 
often  brought  into  difeuffion.  But 
the  public,  he  faid,  could  be  no 
lofers  by  the  affair  ;  as  the  noble 
lord  at  the  head  of  the  treafury 
had  flopped  the  money  overcharg¬ 
ed,  in  the  firft  inllance  ;  and  the 
matter  of  the  fecond,  was  now  in 
a  due  courfe  of  inveftigation. 

The  lords  on  that  fide  contend¬ 
ed,  that  there  were  many  other 
objections  of  great  weight  againft 
the  bill.  Particularly  with  refpeCl 
to  the  propofed  new  .  mode  of  con¬ 
tracts,  they  obferved,  that  the 
moil  improper  men,  would  proba¬ 
bly  be  the  loweft  bidders  ;  but 
that  there  was  Hill  a  matter  of 
greater  danger  and  mifehief  to  be 
apprehended,  which  was,  that  the 
enemy  might  fecretly  employ 
agents  at  thefe  public  biddings, 
merely,  to  thwart  and  ruin  the 
public  ferviee. 

They  fearcely  combated  the 
bill  lefs  with  refpeCl  to  its  ob¬ 
jects,  than  its  principle.  Thefe 
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were  two,  namely,  to  reftore  the 
independency  of  parliament,  by 
diminifhing  the  fuppofed  increas¬ 
ed  influence  of  the  crown,  and  to 
promote  ceconomy  in  the  expen¬ 
diture  of  the  public  money.  The 
firft  objeCI,  they  contended,  did 
not  exift,  and  therefore  could  not 
be  attained.  Could  any  man 
venture  to  fay,  that  either  houfe 
of  parliament  was  at  this  day  in 
a  ftate  of  dependence  or  flavery  ? 
Or,  what  proof  could  be  given, 
that  the  influence  of  the  crown 
was  increafed,  or  increafing  ?  If 
all  other  were  wanting,  the  paf- 
ling  of  the  prefent  bill  through 
the  other  houfe,  and  their  late- 
boafted  refolutions,  would  afford 
the  molt  inconteftible  evidence  in 
both  refpeCts  to  the  contrary.  But 
fuppofing  that  influence  had  real¬ 
ly  exifted,  the  prefent  bill  was 
totally  inadequate  to  that,  its 
firft  aiyl  principal  objeCh  The 
Second  objeCt  indeed,  of  promot¬ 
ing  public  oeconomy,  was  a  mat¬ 
ter  worthy  of  the  higheft  confi- 
deration  ;  but  this  bill  was  as  de¬ 
fective  in  that  refpeCl  as  in  the 
other  ;  and  thus  was,  in  faCt,  to- 
totally  incommenfurate  to  both  its 
objeCts. 

But  it  was  advanced  on  the 
other  fide,  that  thofe  refolutions 
pafled  in  the  other  houfe,  were  to 
be  received  as  evidence,  and  even 
in  fome  meafure  to  influence  the 
conduCt  of  that.  On  thefe  points, 
however,  they  muft  totally  differ. 
They  could  only  confider  thefe 
refolutions  as  the  opinions  of  233 
members  of  that  houfe,  and  per¬ 
haps  of  a  number  of  their  con- 
flituents  ;  but  they  could  by  no 
means  confider  them  as  any  abfo- 
lute  proof  of  the  faCts  they  related 
to,  nor  even  as  the  fenfe  of  the 
Vol.  XXIII, 
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people  of  England  at  large.  As 
little  could  they  fubmit  to  the  po- 
fition  held  out  on  the  other  fide, 
that  they  had  no  right  of  inter¬ 
ference  or  rejection  with  refpeCt 
to  the  prefent  bill,  from  its  being 
a  matter  of  domellic  regulation 
wnich  related  merely  to  the  com¬ 
mons  houfe.  This  they  combated 
on  two  grounds  For  if  the  pie- 
mifes  had  been  even  fairly  fluted, 
they  could  by  no  means  admit 
the  inference.  The  vtry  circum- 
ftance,  that  the  bill  muft  of  ne- 
ceflitv  go  through  their  houfe  af¬ 
ter  it  had  pafled  the  commons, 
clearly  fhewed,  that  they  muft: 
have  a  right  and  power  of  rejec¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  of  deliberation 
and  enquiry.  But  in  faCt,  the 
bill  was  not  merely  a  matter  of 
domeftic  regulation ;  it  could  in¬ 
deed  anfwer  very  iittle,  if  any 
thing  to  that  purpofe.  It  was  on 
the  contrary  a  great  queftion  of 
ftate.  It  included  in  its  embrace 
the  royal  prerogative,  the  confti- 
tution,  the  private  rights  of  in¬ 
dividuals,  and  the  public  rights 
of  the  people  at  large  ;  and  would 
befides  eftablifh,  or  give  a  func¬ 
tion,  to  queftions  of  dangerous 
import,  relative  to  the  fuppofed 
influence  of  the  crown,  and  to 
the  honour  and  independence  of 
parliament. 

A  noble  earl  in  high  office  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  time  was  faft  ap¬ 
proaching,  if  not  already  arrived, 
when  the  weight  and  importance 
of  that  houfe  muft  neceflarily  be¬ 
come  apparent  to  the  whole  na¬ 
tion.  They  were  placed  as  a  bar¬ 
rier  by  the  confiitution,  between 
the  extenfion  of  power  and  prero¬ 
gative,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
violence  of  the  people,  or  the  in¬ 
novations  of  t he  commons,  on  the 
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other.  When  mi  flake  n  notions, 
and  falfe  reprefentations  of  vir¬ 
tue  and  liberty,  had  either  de¬ 
ceived  the  people  at  large,  or  the 
members  of  the  other  houfe,  it 
was  their  duty,  who  had  as  dear 
an  intereft  in  the  conilitution  as 
either,  or  both,  to  ftep  forth  as 
its  hereditary  guardians,  and  ef¬ 
fectually  to  controul,  refrain, 
and  refill,  the  delirium  of  virtue, 
the  rage  of  innovation,  and  the 
madnefs  of  enthufiafm  ;  until  they 
had  brought  them  back  to  cool- 
nefs,  fobriety,  and  reafon.  That 
fate  of  things,  he  conceived  at 
prefent  fubfifling  ;  and  the  noble 
lord  threw  out  fome  peculiar 
phrafes,  particularly,  that  the 
people  were  liberty  mad  —  that 
they  had  run  mad  about  public 
virtue— -and  that  the  times  unfor¬ 
tunately  exhibited  nothing  but  an 
innovating  {pint  of  alteration  and 
ideal  perfection,  internal  commo¬ 
tion,  caufelefs  difcontents,  turbu¬ 
lence  and  difiention. 

The  lords  in  oppof  tion,  treated 
with  very  little  refpeCt,  and  in¬ 
deed  rather  contemptuoufly,  many 
of  the  arguments  brought  againft, 
and  objections  made  on  the  other 
fide,  particularly  with  refpeCt  to 
the  principle  and  jultice  of  the 
bill.  They  afked  if  it  was  pofii- 
ble,  that  thole  noble  lords,  who 
feemed  now  to  be  fo  ftrangely 
alarmed  with  refpeCt  to  the  confti- 
iution,  and  who  felt  fo  much  for 
fuppofed  public  injury,  and  pri¬ 
vate  injultice,  could  have  totally 
forgotten,  or  could  have  been  ig- 
nofant,  that  the  whole  code  of 
election  laws,  whether  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  eleClor,  or  the  eleCted, 
all  the  qualification,  place,  re¬ 
fraining,  or  exclufion  laws,  were 
not  founded  upon  the  fame  princi¬ 


ple  with  the  prefent  bill,  and  had 
not  produced  effeCts  exaCtly  cor- 
refpondtnt  to  thofe,  which  are 
now  held  out  as  objects  of  fo  much 
apprehenfion  and  horror.  Are  not 
a  prodigious  majority  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  England,  and  including  a 
great  number  of  men  of  rank, 
character,  and  fortune,  rendered 
incapable,  by  one  law,  of  having 
a  vote  in  the  choice  of  their  own 
renrefentatives  ?  Are  not  men  of 
the  greateil  abilities  and  integrity, 
without  qualifications  which  may 
not  depend  on  either,  profcribed 
from  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  however  warmly  the  willies  of 
the  electors  may  be  in  their  favour, 
or  however  highly  they  may  con- 
fider  it  to  their  advantage  to  be  fo 
reprefented,  by  another  ?  Do  the 
commiffioners  of  the  exciie  and 
cultoms  complain  of  any  injufice, 
in  receiving  their  places  at  the 
expence  of  that  right  by  which 
they  might  othervvife  fit  in  parlia¬ 
ment  ?  Or  do  they  feel  any  fienfe 
of  ftigma  or  difagrace  under  that 
exclufion  ?  Thefe  gentlemen  pof- 
fefs  at  leaf  as  fair  characters,  and 
generally  as  pleafant  countenances 
as  contractors  ;  and  yet  was  it  ever 
known,  that  any  body  or  com¬ 
munity  of  electors,  had  become  fo 
enamoured  of  any  of  them,  as  to 
complain  of  injury,  becaufe,  they 
could  not  be  returned  as  their  re- 
prefentatives  ?  It  is  indeed  true, 
that  as  the  contractor  may  gain 
more  money  in  a  fingle  morning 
by  one  job,  than  the  fee-fimple 
of  the  commifiioner’s  place  would 
fell  for,  that  circumfiance  may 
render  him  a  much  mere  welcome 
vifitor  to  our  corrupt  and  ro  tten 
boroughs  ;  but  that  is  one  of  the 
enormities  which  the  bill  is  in¬ 
tended  to  remedy. 
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All  the  reftriCtive,  place,  pen- 
Tion,  and  exclufion  laws  that  ever 
were  pafied,  are  fo  many  living 
records,  of  the  conftant  jealouly 
with  which  our  anceftors,  and 
former  parliaments  watched,  and 
as  far  as  it  was  in  the  power  of 
man,  endeavoured  to  prevent  or 
cor;  eft,  the  growth  and  progrefs 
of  undue  influence  and  corrup¬ 
tion  ;  particularly  the  dangerous 
influence  of  the  crown.  All  thefe 
laws  were  founded  upon  the  fame 
principle,  and  held  the  fame  ob¬ 
jects  with  the  prefent  bill.  They 
all  likewife  tend  to  overthrow 
that  unheard-of  pofition,  that  the 
minds  of  men  are  not  liable  to 
be  biafled  by  honours,  places,  or 
raft  pecuniary  emoluments.  Did 
not  their  own  records,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  the  other  houfe,  furnilh 
inftances,  of  men  in  high  rank, 
trull:  and  office,  having  in  various 
cafes  been  operated  upon  by  bafe 
and  unworthy  motives  ?  Have  no 
fuch  men  been  found  corrupt  and 
venal  ?  Or  have  they  not  fuffered 
public  ignominy  and  punilhment 
for  their  peculation,  venality  and 
proftitution  ?  But  this  doctrine, 
they  faid,  mull:  have  originated, 
either  from  fo  perfeCt  a  puerility 
of  underftanding,  or  fuch  a  tho¬ 
rough  contempt  of  that  houfe  and 
of  the  nation,  as  to  be  worthy 
only  of  notice  as  a  fubjeCt  of  ani- 
madverflon,  but  not  of  anfvver. 
Of  the  fame  nature,  they  faid, 
was  the  argument  drawn  from  the 
fuppofed  improbability  of  abufes 
in  contracts,  becaufe  the  laws 
have  left  in  the  hands  of  minilters, 
the  means  of  profecuting  in  the 
courts  of  juflice,  the  lupporters  of 
their  own  power,  and  the  accom¬ 
plices  of  their  fraud  and  malverfa- 


tion.  Surely  a  Angle  inftance 
quoted  in  which  the  public  were 
laid  to  have  been  exonerated  from 
the  fraud  of  a  contractor,  would 
not  have  been  advanced^  if  the 
learned  lord  had  recollected,  that 
the  detection  of  the  fraud  was  en¬ 
tirely  owing  to  the  activity  of  a 
gentleman  in  the  other  houfe  ; 
and  that  the  minifter  was  com¬ 
pelled,  forely  againfl:  his  will* 
by  the  bitter  and  repeated  attacks 
made  upon  him  by  the  oppoli- 
tion,  to  adopt  an  apparent  mea- 
fure  of  remedy,  which  was,  how¬ 
ever,  probably  but  a  mere  delu- 
lion. 

The  arguments  founded  upon 
the  many  fuppofed  mifchiefs  and 
dangers  attributed  to  open  con¬ 
tracts,  were,  they  faid*  as  futile* 
and  as  unworthy  of  notice,  as  the 
foregoing.  The  faCts  themfelves 
were  totally  unfounded,  and  con¬ 
tradicted  by  eftablilhed  and  daily- 
experience.  The  conduCt  of  the 
navy  in  this  refpect,  overthrows, 
at  once,  every  thing  that  has  been 
faid  upon  that  fubject.  The  navy 
is  the  only  fource,  and  affords 
the  only  means  of  enterprize  in 
this  country.  Yet  all  the  victual¬ 
ling  office  contracts  are  open  and 
above  board.  The  very  names  of 
the  ports*  at  which  fhips  or  iqua- 
drons  are  intended  or  likely  to 
touch,  are  fpecified  ih  the  public 
news-papers.  Has  any  evil  been, 
yet  known  to  refult  from  this  me¬ 
thod  of  fupplying  the  navy  ?  Of 
what  confequence  would  it  be  to 
the  enemy  to  know,  that  the  rum 
contractor  had  palmed  currency 
upon  the  minilter  of  this  country 
for  flerling  money  ?  Or  that  the 
gold  contractor  receives  a  large 
premium  for  fending  Portugal 
m  z  goid 
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gold  to  America,  when  in  fad  he 
fends  nothing  but  Englilh  gui¬ 
neas  thither. 

They  treated  the  fuppofed  inva~. 
lion  of  the  prerogative  as  a  matter 
of  ridicule.  It  was  undoubtedly, 
they  laid,  a  fatal  ftroke  to  the 
executive  power,  to  be  enabled  to 
fupply  its  fleets  and  armies  better, 
to  carry  on  the  public  buflnefs 
more  advantageoufly,  and  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  war  more  fuccefsfully, 
than  it  was  before  difpofed  or 
capable  of  doing  in  itfelf.  They 
doled  the  ground  of  examination 
by  declaring,  that  they  had  not 
beard  an  argument  again!!  the 
bill,  which  did  not  appear  to  be 
either  frivolous,  fallacious,  or 
dangerous.  It  had  indeed  been 
urged,  that  it  was  neceflary  to 
abate  that  phrenzy,  of  virtue,  which 
began  to  appear  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  As  to  that  new  fpe- 
cies  of  phrenzy,  they  could  not 
but  conflder  it,  rather  as  a  cha- 
radler  of  foundnefs,  than  as  a 
fymptom  of  infanity  ;  and  as  they 
neceflarily  came  frequently  into 
contad  with  the  other  houfe,  they 
could  not  refrain  from  fincerely 
wifhing,  that  that  diflemper  might 
become  contagious. 

Having  thus  controverted  the 
objections  to  the  bill,  they  fup- 
ported  it  on  the  following  grounds : 
Its  own  intrinflc  merit.  The 
magnitude  of  the  evil  which  it 
was  defigned  to  remedy,  and  the 
neceflity  from  which  it  was  deriv¬ 
ed.  Its  being  in  conformity  to 
the  willies  and  petitions  of  the 
people  of  England.  The  impro¬ 
priety,  if  not  danger,  of  their  ob- 
iiruding  a  meafure  of  dome  flic 
regulation  adopted  by  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  and  tending  mere¬ 
ly  to  their  own  internal  purity  and 
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independence.  On  that  ground, 
the  queftion  of  right,  as  well  as 
of  expedience  or  propriety,  was 
controverted.  They  had  a  very 
great  law  authority,  they  faid, 
in  the  cafe  of  the  Middlefex  elec¬ 
tion,  although  the  learned  lord 
oppofed  the  prefent  bill,  that  in. 
cafes  which  related  to  their  own 
immediate  privileges,  and  the  re¬ 
ceiving  or  exclufion  of  their  own 
members,  there  was  no  appeal 
from  the  decifions  of  the  Houfe 
of' Commons,  nor  could  any  other 
branch  /T  the  legiflature  check  or 
alter  their  refolutions.  So  that 
right  or  wrong,  according  to  that 
authority,  their  decifion  would  be 
final.  Surely,  the  fame  rule  that 
held  in  that  inflance,  muft  equal¬ 
ly  apply  in  the  prefent.  This 
bill,  which  related  particularly  to 
their  own  privileges,  had  been 
unanimoufiy  pafled  by  the  other 
houfe.  If  it  was  rejected  there, 
the  probable  confequence  would 
be,  that  'as  it  went  to  the  exclu¬ 
fion  of  a  particular  defcription  of 
men,  the  other  houfe  would  fliew 
their  contempt  of  the  rejection,  in 
the  exercife  of  what  was  deemed 
their  own  inherent  right,  and  aCt- 
ing  as  they  had  done  in  the  af¬ 
fair  of  the  Middlefex  election, 
exclude  them  by  a  mere  refolution. 
Could  the  lords  be  blind,  in  the 
prefent  critical  fltuation  of  affairs, 
to  the  danger  of  a  rupture  with 
the  other  houfe  ? 

It  was  curious,  they  faid,  to  ob- 
ferve  the  continual  inconfiflency 
in  the  conduCl  of  miniflers.  When 
a  motion  tending  to  (economical 
reform  had,  not  long  before,  been 
made  in  that  houfe,  it  was  ftrong- 
Iv  objected  to  by  a  noble  earl  in 
office,  becaufe,  it  might  give  of¬ 
fence  to  the  commons,  that  the 

lords 
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flacken  under  a  ceflation  of  aCtion  ; 
the  recefs  likewife  afforded  time 
and  opportunity,  which  were  by 
no  means  loft  or  negleCted,  for 
ufing  effectual  means  to  bring  the 
numerous  deferters  from  the  court, 
who  had  been  afraid  to  oppofe  the 
late  popular  torrent,  back  to  their 
original  ftandard. 

In  effeCt,  the  meeting  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  after  this  fhort 
recefs,  prefented  fo  new  a  face 
and  appearance  of  things,  and 
iuch  a  total  change  of  temper 
and  difpofttion,  that  it  feemed  no 
longer  the  fame  identical  body. 

The  firft  public  quef-  .  , 

ticm  of  confequence  aPr“  24th- 
before  the  houfe,  was  a  poftponed 
motion  of  Mr.  Dunning’s,  which 
had  been  deferred  on  the  laft  day 
of  meeting,  on  account  of  the 
fpeaker’s  illnefs.  The  motion  was 
for  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  re¬ 
queuing  that  he  would  not  diflolve 
the  parliament,  nor  prorogue  the 
prefent  feflion,  until  proper  mea¬ 
sures  fhould  be  taken  by  that 
houfe,  to  diminifh  the  influence 
of  the  crown,  and  to  correct  the 
other  evils  complained  of  in  the 
petitions  of  the  people. 

This  motion  brought  out  great 
and  long  debates ;  in  the  courfe  of 
which,  almoft  every  ground,  that 
we  have  hitherto  feen  trodden,  re¬ 
lative  to  the  various  great  objects  of 
the  prefent  controverfy,  was  again, 
upon  fome  occafion,  and  in  fome 
degree  taken.  Whether  it  was, 
that  the  leaders  of  the  oppofttion 
underftood,  or  that  they  only  ap¬ 
prehended,  the  defection  of  their 
late  but  new  allies,  they  however 
took  all  imaginable  pains,  and 
ufed  every  poflible  argument,  to 
fhew  the  neceflity  of  their  fupport- 
ing  their  own  determinations ;  as 
[M]  3  well 


lords  fhould  take  up  the  per¬ 
formance  of  a  duty  appertaining 
to  them.  And  now,  when  a  bill 
of  the  fame  tendency,  which  ori¬ 
ginated  with,  and  peculiarly  re¬ 
lates  to  themfelves,  is  unani- 
moufly  pafled,  and  lent  up  by  that 
houfe,  the  fame  noble  lord  endea¬ 
vours  with  all  his  might  that  it 
ihould  be  rejected,  without  the 
lmalleft  confideration  of  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  a  breach  between  the  two 
houfes,  which  he  had  on  the  for¬ 
mer  occafion  held  out  as  an  objeCt 
of  fo  much  terror. 

They  concluded,  by  a  ftrong 
appeal  to  the  neceflities  and  the 
temper  of  the  times,  and  by  hop¬ 
ing,  that  the  lords  would  have  too 
full  and  lively  a  fenfe  of  what  they 
owed  to  their  own  honour  and 
dignity,  to  fuffer  that  houfe  to 
become  an  engine  in  the  hands  of 
the  minifter  ;  and  thus  to  do  that 
for  him,  which  he  was  afhamed 
and  afraid  to  attempt  doing  for 
himfelf  in  the  other. 

The  queftion  being  put,  after  a 
very  long  debate,  the  bill  was  re¬ 
jected  by  a  majority  of  20  ;  the 
numbers  being  61  to  41.  A  pro- 
teft  was  entered,  flgned  by  25 
peers;  and  in  the  greater  part  by 
another. 

Nothing  ever  happened  more  for¬ 
tunately  in  favour  of  any  admini- 
ftration,  than  the  illnefs,  at  this 
peculiar  juncture,  of  the  fpeaker 
of  the  houfe  of  commons.  It 
feemed  as  if  nothing  elfe  could  at 
that  time  have  faved  them.  The 
recefs,  indeed,  was  not  long ;  but 
it  produced  extraordinary  and  un¬ 
expected  elfeCts.  For  befldes  that 
the  ardour  and  animation  which 
ever  attend  new  enterprize,  and 
perhaps  more  in  cafes  of  reform 
than  any  other,  naturally  cool  and 
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well  as  the  lhame  and  difgrace  that 
muft  attend  a  dereli&ion  of  thole 
principles,  which  they  had  fo  re¬ 
cently  avowed  and  edablifhed.-— 
They  had  already  fubdantiated, 
they  faid,  by  the  refolutions  of 
the  fixth  of  April,  the  grievances 
complained  of  in  the  petitions  ; 
and  they  had  alfo  bound  them¬ 
felves,  by  the  fame  refolutions, 
under  the  molt  indiffoluble  obliga¬ 
tion  to  the  people  of  England,  to 
ptocure  full  redrefs  for  thofe  griev¬ 
ances.  So  that  no  gentleman,  who 
had  fupported  thofe  refolutions  by 
his  vote,  could,  without  the  mod 
jfhameful  inconhilency  of  conduct, 
and  a  dereli&ion  of  principle  fo 
manifeft,  as  to  afford  room  for  the 
mod  odious  furmifes,  refufe  giv¬ 
ing  his  fupport  to  any  fair  meafure 
that  was  propofed  for  obtaining 
that  redrefs,  unlefs  he  could  him- 
felf  fubditute  a  better,  or  at  lead 
fhevv,  that  the  means  offered  were 
in  themfelves  effentially  faulty. 

A  few,  though  but  very  few, 
freely  declared,  that  they  neither 
did  nor  Ihould,  whether  upon  the 
prefent,  or  upon  any  future  occa¬ 
sion,  hold  themfelves  at  all  fettered 
in  their  conduft,  by  any  former 
refolutions  or  opinions.  They 
fhould  edimate  every  queftion  that 
came  before  them  by  its  own  in- 
trinlic  value  ;  and  confider  its 
probable  confequences,  merely  as 
it  then  appeared,  without  the 
trouble  of  any  retrofped.  It  by 
no  means  neceffarily  followed, 
that  thofe  who  fupported  the  re¬ 
solutions  of  the  6th  of  April,  were 
to  approve  of  the  prefent  motion  ; 
no  charge  of  inconfidency  could 
therefore  be  incurred  by  their  op- 
pofing  either  that,  op  many  others 
which  might  poffibly  be  held  out 

under  the  fa  me  idea.  If  they 
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promifed  their  endeavours  to  pro^ 
cure  redrefs  for  the  people,  they 
did  not  thereby  give  up  the  right 
of  exercifing  their  own  judgment, 
whether  in  chufmg  the  mod  eli¬ 
gible  means  of  obtaining  that  end, 
or  in  deciding  upon  the  meafure  of 
redrefs  which  it  might  be  right 
and  necelfary  to  obtain. 

The  miniders  cheared  their  old 
or  new  friends  with  the  warmed 
plaudits,  for  that  liberality  of  len- 
timent,  which  difdained  the  tram¬ 
mels  of  vulgar  redraint.  rlhey 
likewife  exclaimed  loudly  at  the 
impropriety  indecorum,  and  in¬ 
delicacy  of  their  antagonids,  in 
endeavouring  to  put  gentlemen 
out  of  countenance,  by  confront¬ 
ing  them  with  their  former  con- 
duft  and  opinions.  This  they  de¬ 
clared  to  be  unparliamentary  and 
unfair.  Nor  could  there  be  any 
lack  of  precedents  or  reaions,  to 
fupport  a  change  in  either  or 
both. 

The  queftion  being  put  a  littlp 
before  midnight,  in  an  unufually 
full  houfe,  the  motion  was  reje&ed 
upon  a  divifion  by  a  majority  of 
51  ;  the  numbers  being  254,  to 
2P3- 

Mr.  Fox  rifmg  to  fpeak  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  motion,  a  mod 
extraordinary  fcene  of  diforder  was 
difplayed,  arifing  (as  the  minority 
affirmed)  from  the  unwillingnefs 
of  the  majority  to  hear  the  de- 
ferters  treated  as  they  deferved. 
The  chair  being  repeatedly  called 
pn  to  exercife  its  authority,  the 
fpeaker  at  length,  with  the  utmod 
vehemence  of  voice,  called  on  every 
fide  of  the  houfe  to  order  ;  and 
having  ordered  the  officers  to  cleap 
the  bar,  required  and  infilled  that; 
every  member  Ihould  take  his 
place.. 
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This  opened  the  way  to  Mr. 
Fox  ;  and  after  all  that  had  been 
iuppofed  done  to  prevent  it,  the 
gentlemen  concerned  found  them- 
i'elves  condemned  to  hear,  the 
keened;  philippic,  that  perhaps 
ever  was  fpoken  in  that  houie. 
No  calls  to  order,  nor  other  means, 
could  either  check  the  torrent  of 
his  eloquence,  or  reftrain  the  bit- 
ternefs  of  his  invedive.  He  de¬ 
clared  the  vote  of  that  night,  to 
be  lcandalous,  difgrace.'ul,  and 
treacherous.  He  did  not  apply 
thefe  charges  to  the  215  gentle¬ 
men,  who  had,  along  with  the 
minifter,  oppofed  the  refolutions 
of  the  6th  of  April.  Thefe  gen¬ 
tlemen  aded  an  open,  a  con¬ 
fident,  and  a  manly  part,  in  their 
oppofing  the  addrels  propofed  on 
the  prefent  day.  They  had  dif¬ 
fered  from  him  ;  he  was  forry  for 
it;  but  he  could  not  blame  them, 
becaufe  they  differed  from  him 
upon  principle. 

But  who  could  contemplate,  he 
faid,  without  a  mixture  of  the 
greateff  furprize  and  indignation, 
the  conduct  of  another  let  of  men 
in  that  houfe  ?  Thofe  who  had  re- 
l'olved  that  the  influence  of  the 
crown  was  increafed,  and  ought 
to  be  diminiflted;  that  the  griev¬ 
ances  of  the  people  ought  to  be 
redreffed  ;  who  pledged  them- 
felves  to  that  houfe,  to  the  nation, 
to  their  condituents,  to  each  other, 
and  to  themfelves,  that  it  was  their 
duty  to  redrefs  the  grievances  com¬ 
plained  of ;  and  who  had  now 
fnamefully  fled  from  that  folemn 
engagement  !  It  was  lhameful,  it 
was  bafe,  it  was  unmanly,  it  was 
treacherous.  The  gentlemen  he 
meant,  he  faid,  furrounded  him ; 
they  fat  at  his  fide  of  the  houfe  ; 
he  was  flgrry  for  it.  They  were 
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thofe  who  voted  with  him  on  the 
6th  of  April,  and  who  voted  with 
the  minider  that  night.  No  man 
held  in  greater  contempt  thofe 
who  were  at  the  devotion  of  the 
minider,  than  he  did  himfelf :  they 
were  Haves  of  the  word  kind,  be¬ 
caufe  they  fold  themfelves  ;  yet, 
bafe  as  /the  tenure  of  their  places 
was,  they  had  one  virtue  to  pride 
themfelves  on  ;  their  fidelity,  con- 
fidency,  and  gratitude,  were  fub- 
je<5ts  of  commendation.  To  all 
their  other  demerits,  they  had  no,t 
added  the  abfurdity  and  treachery, 
of  one  day  refolving  an  opinion  to 
be  true,  and  the  next  of  declaring 
it  to  be  a  falfhood.  They  had 
not  taken  in  their  patron,  their 
friends,  or  their  country,  with 
falfe  hopes,  and  delufive  promifes. 
Whatever  their  motives  or  fenti- 
ments  might  be,  they  had  adhered 
to  them  ;  and  fo  far  as  that  went, 
their  conduct  was  entitled  to  his 
approbation. 

Mr.  Dunning  joined  him  in  the 
charge  of  diredl  treachery  to  the 
nation.  For  that  the  counties, 
depending  on  the  faith  of  parli¬ 
ament,  for  the  redrefs  held  out 
by  thofe  refolutions,  had  relaxed 
greatly  in  the  meafures  which  they 
were  purfuing  for  obtaining  it  by 
other  means  ;  and  that  the  county 
of  Cambridge  in  particular  had, 
upon  that  dependence,  refcinded 
its  own  refolution  for  appointing  a 
committee  of  affociation.  They 
both  like  wile  declared,  that  the 
divifion  of  this  night  was  totally 
dccifive  with  rcfpedl  to  the  peti¬ 
tions  ;  that  it  amounted  to  a  full 
rejection  of  their  general  prayer  ; 
and  that  all  hope  of  obtaining  any 
redrefs  for  the  people,  in  that  houfe 
was  at  an  end. 

The  mini  tier  anfwered  Mr.  Fox 
[M\  4.  in 
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in  a  long  fpeech  ;  in  which  he  ex- 
preffed  the  utmoft  aftonilhment  at, 
and  a  good  deal  reprehended,  the 
ilrange  language,  and  the  un¬ 
bounded  cenfure  he  had  heard. 
The  adminil'cring  comfort  to  his 
fuffering  friends,  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  his  principal  objeft.  He 
was  much  more  anxious  to  obviate 
the  impreffiion,  which  the  charges 
made,  of  reje&ing  by  the  preient 
decision  the  petitions  of  the  people, 
might  occafion  without  doors.— 
He  accordingly  laboured  that 
point  much,  and  upon  the  fame 
ground  which  had  been  before 
taken  relative  to  the  rejection  of 
fome  of  the  claufes  in  Mr.  Burke’s 
bill.  He  alked,  whether  any  con- 
clufion  could  be  more  extravagant, 
or  irreconcileabie  to  common  fenfe, 
than  that  the  giving  a  negative  to 
a  fmgle  proportion,  ihould  be  con- 
iidered  as  deciding  the  fate  of  the 
petitions^  and  as  amounting  to  a 
general  rejection  of  the  whole  ? 
The  refplutions  of  the  6th  of  April 
were  Hill  in  full  being.  Other 
meafures  might  be  propofed  on 
them.  And  lurely  it  might  very 
well  happen,  that  thofe  who  did 
not  aprove  of  the  means  in  one 
mode  of  redrefs^  might  readily 
eoncur  in  others. 

Mr.  Burke’s  eftablifhment 
bill,  after  lying  for  fome  time 
dormant,  was  brought  forward 
<2  ,  a  few  days  after.  The 
ffird  claufe  agitated  was 
that  for  abolilhins:  the  otBce  of 
the  great  wardrobe,  and  all  thofe 
lefjer  offices  and  places  depending 
on  it.  This  queilion  brought  out 
long  and  very  conliderable  de¬ 
bates  ;  and  it  was  fupported  by  the 
framer  with  all  his  ufual  vigour 
and  ability.  The  claufe  was, 
however^  at  length  rejected  upon 


a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  ziQ , 
to  183.  The  principle  of  reform 
being  in  effedt  abandoned  by  the 
late  vote,  the  attendance  on  par¬ 
ticular  parts  now  grew  daily  lefs 
and  lefs. 

The  committee  then  proceeded 
upon  the  fucceeding  claufe,  for 
abolishing  the  board  of  works. 
This  brought  out  new  debate,  in 
which  the  mover  of  the  bill  diitin- 
guiihed  himfelf  more  than  ever  by 
the  force  of  his  arguments,  the 
fertility  of  his  invention,  and  the 
pleafantry  with  which  he  enlivened 
a  matter  apparently  dry  and  in- 
hpid  in  itfelf ;  but  the  queilion 
being  at  length  put,  the  claufe 
was  rejected,  upon  a  divifion,  by 
a  majority  of  203,  to  118. 

The  minifter’s  bill,  for  a  com  - 
million  of  accounts,  had  brought 
out  upon  him,  in  the  various 
llages  of  its  progrefs,  more  afpe- 
rity  of  language,  and  feverity  of 
cenfure,  than  perhaps  had  ever 
been  undergone  upon  a  fimilar 
occafion,  by  any  other  roinifter  in 
that  houfe.  This  partly  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  manner  in  which* 
we  have  feen,  he  had  taken  the 
bill  out  of  the  hands  of  another 
gentleman,  and  partly  from  the 
meafqre  of  appointing  commiffion- 
ers,  who  were  not  members  of  the 
houfe  of  Commons.  This  was  faid 
to  be  cliredly  fubverlive  of  the  con- 
flitution.  That  it  was  no  lefs  than 
a  furrender  of  the  firfc  right  of  that 
houfe,  that  of  managing,  as  well 
as  of  granting,  the  public  money, 
and  of  directing  and  controuling 
its  expenditure.  And  fome  of 
the  oppofition  contended  flrongly, 
that  the  houfe  was  not  competent 
to  fuch  a  refignation.  That  be¬ 
ing  only  delegates  themfelves, 
they  could  not  delegate  to  others. 
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"T  hey  might  £s  well  appoint  their 
own  fucceffors.  If  they  were  in¬ 
capable,  or  indifpofed,  to  dif- 
charge  the  duties  of  the  great  trull 
depofited  with  them,  they  were 
bound  in  duty  to  return  it  into  the 
hands  of  their  conllituents.  But 
they  had  no  right  to  appoint  de¬ 
puties  to  tranfadt  that  eU'ential 
part  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  nation, 
which  was  entruiied  only  to 
themfelves. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  miniiler 
gave  every  affurance,  that  he  had 
not  the  fmalleft  wifh  or  intention, 
either  of  violating  any  of  the  pri¬ 
vileges,  or  of  abating  any  of  the 
powers  of  that  houle  ;  and  that  he 
was  fully  convinced,  that  there 
were  gentlemen  on  both  iides 
within  thofe  walls,  of  as  great  in¬ 
tegrity,  honour,  ability,  and  pof- 
felled  of  as  warm  a  zeal  for  the 
public  welfare,  as  any  in  the 
kingdom.  That  he  had  already 
given  one  of  his  motives  for 
propoling  that  the  commiffioners 
fliould  not  be  members  of  that 
houfe,  which  was  to  avoid  the 
invidious  reflections  which  that 
circumitance  would  draw  both 
upon  himfelf  and  them.  That 
debates  ran  fo  high,  and  the  times 
were  fo  contentious,  that  almolt 
every  gentleman  in  that  houfe  had 
taken  one  fide  or  other  ;  a  circum- 
flance  which  muft  render  their 
conduct,  however  pure,  liable  to 
great  and  continual  mifeonftrue- 
tion.  Among  a  number  of  other 
reafons,  he  ftated  the  prefent  im- 
menfity  of  parliamentary  bufinefs, 
which  would  not  afford  leifure  to 
the  members  for  fo  tedious  and 
laborious  an  undertaking.  That 
the  failure  of  former  commiffions 
proceeded  from  their  originating 
in  party.  And  that  the  commif¬ 


fioners  being  members  of  that 
houfe,  ’had  laid  the  ground  of  fre¬ 
quent  difference  with  the  other. 
He  likewife  endeavoured  to  fup- 
port  the  meafure  by  precedent,  and 
for  that  purpofe  referred  to  the 
13th  of  Charles  the  feconil,  when 
nine  commilTioners  were  chofen  by 
ballot,  fome  of  whom,  he  con¬ 
tended,  were  not  members  of  par¬ 
liament  ;  but  upon  examining  the 
reference,  the  evidence  was  found 
defective,  it  not  pofitively  appear¬ 
ing  that  any  one  was  not  a  mem¬ 
ber,  and  it  feeming  certain  that 
fome  were. 

The  houfe  being  in  a  * 

committee  on  the  fub-  I“:* 

jed,  the  nomination  of  the  commif¬ 
fioners  brought  out  great  and  various 
debates  ;  and  the  naming  of  Sir 
Guy  Carleton,  in  particular,  af¬ 
forded  room  for  much  cenfure  and 
ridicule  on  the  fide  of  oppofition. 
They  faid  it  was  completing  and 
rounding  the  prefent  fyftem  a- 
dopted  in  the  government  of  the 
army  ;  well  as  extending  it  to 
new  objects.  In  the  firfl  inftance, 
they  dragged  clerks  cut  of  offices, ' 
to  place  them  at  the  head  of  regi¬ 
ments  ;  and  now,  they  pull  the 
truncheon  out  of  the  hand  of  a 
brave  and  veteran  commander,  and 
placing  a  pen,  an  inftrument  to¬ 
tally  out  of  the  line  of  his  profef- 
fion,  in  its  place,  oblige  him,  at 
a  time  of  life  little  calculated  for 
new  habits  or  acquirements,  to 
commence  commiffary  of  accounts. 
It  was  ftiil  more  ablu  d  and  im¬ 
proper,  became  Sir  Guy  Carleton 
was  himfelf,  at  that  very  time,  an 
accountant  with  the  public.  Why 
was  not  that  gallant^  officer  em¬ 
ployed  in  his  proper  fphere  of 
adtion,  in  a  feafon  when  his  fer- 
vices  were  fo  much  wanted  ?  On 

this 
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Shis  fubjeil,  in  particular,  Mr. 
Fox  expatiated  with  infinite  wit 
and  felicity  of  thought  and  ex- 
preffion. 

The  lyiiniler  fupported  his  no- 
min  at  ion,  by  observing,  that  as 
the  accounts  of  the  army  would 
form  a  great  and  principal  objed 
of  examination  and  enquiry  with 
the  commiffioners,  he  thought  it 
a  matter  of  great  moment,  that  a 
general  officer,  of  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
ton’s  high  character,  great  expe¬ 
rience,  and  confequent  knowledge 
in  foch  fubjeds,  Gould  be  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  commiffion.  That 
lie  Gould  ad  upon  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciple  in  the  nomination  of  others  ; 
fome  of  the  gentlemen  he  intended 
to  propofe  being  drawn  from  the 
law,  and  others  from  the  mercan¬ 
tile  profeflion.  The  former  were, 
for  the  greater  part,  mailers  ip 
chancery.  Thefe  the  minider  fup¬ 
ported,  as  from  their  knowledge 
in  dating  and  fettling  accounts, 
being  particularly  fuited  to  the 
bufmefs.  The  oppoiition  exceed¬ 
ingly  ridiculed  this  idea,  and 
afked,  whether  their  remarkable 
quicknefs  in  bringing  private  ac¬ 
counts  to  a  fettlement  was  what  re¬ 
commended  them  to  that  office  ? 

The  next  nomination  made  by 
the  minider  was  a  gentleman  in 
office,  although  placemen  were  ex- 
prefsly  excluded  by  a  providon  in 
the  bilk  This  threw  the  oppofi- 
tion,  who  were  Gdiciently  diffatif- 
fled  before,  into  a  violent  flame, 
and  a  motion  was  immediately 
made  for  the  chairman’s  quitting 
the  chair.  After  much  heat  and 
debate,  the  quedion  was  put,  and 
rejected,  upon  a  clofe  diviilon, 
the  numbers  being  195,  to  173. 
Though  it  was  then  two  o’clock, 
the  debate  v/as  continued  tyll  be¬ 


tween  three  and  four ;  when  no¬ 
thing  being  concluded,  it  was  put 
off  to  another  day.  The  iflue  of 
the  bufmefs  was,  that  the  bill  was 
Anally  carried  through  both  boufes, 
and  received  the  royal  affent.  All 
that  the  oppofltion  got  by  their 
druggie,  was  the  excluflon  of  the 
gentleman  in  office,  to  whofe  per- 
ional  character  they  had  not  the 
fmalled  objection. 

The  extraordinaries  of  the  army 
coming  under  con  fi  deration,  in 
the  committee  of  fupply,  on  the 
following  day  but  one,  Colonel 
Bane,  who  had  taken  great  pains 
in  invedigating  that  fubject,  after 
dating  the  refult  of  his  enquiries, 
with  his  observations  on  them,  to 
the  committee,  moved  refolutions 
to  the  following  purport : — ' That 
the  fum  of  1,588,027].  2s.  is  dated 
in  the  papers  presented  to  this 
houfe,  to  have  been  applied  to  the 
fervice  of  the  land  forces  in  North 
America,  from  the  31ft  of  January, 
1779,  t0  February,  1780, 

of  which  fum  no  account  whatfoever 
has  been  laid  before  parliament. 
The  faid  fum  being  over  and 
above  the  pay,  cloathing,  provi- 
fions,  with  the  expence  of  freight 
and  armament  attending  them, 
ordnance,  tranfport  fervice,  oats, 
blankets,  expence  of  Indians,  pay 
of  certain  general  and  daff  officers, 
pay  of  feveral  commiffaries,  and 
other  allowances  for  the  faid  forces. 
— That  the  fum  of  3,796,543!.  has 
been  applied  to  the  fervice  of  the 
land  forces  in  North  America,  in 

the  year  1775,  l77^>  }777>  l77%> 
of  which  fum  no  fatisfa&ory  acT 
count  has  been  laid  before  parli¬ 
ament.  The  faid  fum  being  over 
and  above  the  fums  dated  in  the 
accounts  for  pay,  &c  including, 
with  the  addition  of  rupn,  all  tho% 

ton- 
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contingents  which  we  have  ftated 
in  the  former  refolution. — That  it 
is  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 
that  the  practice  of  incurring  and 
paying  extraordinaries  of  the  army, 
to  fo  large  an  amount,  without 
either  explanation  or  fatisfaffory 
account,  and  without  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  parliament,  is  not  war¬ 
ranted  by  precedent,  is  a  dange¬ 
rous  invafion  of  the  rights  of  this 
houle,  and  one  of  the  grofs  abufes 
in  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
money,  complained  of  in  the  peti¬ 
tions  of  the  people. — That  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
the  creation  of  new,  unneceffary, 
or  finecure  offices  in  the  army, 
with  confiderable  emoluments,  is 
a  profufion  of  the  public  money, 
and  the  more  alarming,  as  it  tends 
to  increafe  the  unconilitutional  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  crown. 

Thefe  motions,  fupported  with 
the  greateft  ability,  and  moll;  per¬ 
fect  knowledge  of  the  fubjeft,  by 
the  mover,  drew  cut  the  ufual 
courfe  of  debate,  and  upon  the 
fame  ground  which  we  have  here¬ 
tofore  feen  taken,  on  other  at¬ 
tempts  of  enquiry  into  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  American  war.  The 
fir  ft  refolution  was  rejected,  upon 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  more 
than  two  to  one  ;  the  numbers  be¬ 
ing  123,  to  57.- — The  fecond  and 
third  refolutions  received  a  nega¬ 
tive  without  any  divifion  ;  and 
the  fourth  was  withdrawn.  The 
debates  lafted  till  between  one  and 
two  in  the  morning.  The  mover 
received  great  applaufe  from  fome 
of  the  petitioning  bodies,  as  well 
for  the  motions  themfelves,  as  for 
the  labour  and  perfeverance  with 
which  he  had  furmounted  the  nu¬ 
merous  difficulties  that  had  ob- 
ftrudted  the  courfe  of  his  enquiries. 


An  ineffe&ual  attempt  was 
made  by  General  Conway,  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  reftoring  peace 
with  America.  The  bill  did  not 
come  fully  up  to  the  ideas  of  op- 
pofition,  although  it  went  beyond 
thole  of  adminiftration  ;  but  fo 
eager  were  the  former,  as  they  de¬ 
clared  themfelves,  for  taking  up 
any  meafure  which  at  all  tended 
to  that  defirable  event,  and  like- 
wife  coniidering  that  it  might  be 
moulded  in  its  progrefs  to  fuch  a 
form  as  they  conceived  would  be 
more  adapted  to  its  purpofe,  that 
it  brought  out  confiderable  de¬ 
bates  ;  and  upon  a  motion  to  get 
rid  of  it,  without  a  direct  nega¬ 
tive,  by  calling  the  order  of  the 
day,  they  brought  the  queftion  to 
a  divifion,  in  which  it  was  carried 
againft  them  by  a  majority  of  123, 
to  81. 

Information  having  fome  time 
before  been  received  by  the  oppo- 
fition,  that  on  the  day  of  a  great 
meeting  of  the  electors  of  Weftmin- 
fter,  upon  public  affairs,  at  Weft- 
minfter-hall,  and  where  feveral  per¬ 
forms  of  the  firft  rank  and  diftinftion 
in  the  kingdom  attended,  private 
orders  had  been  given  for  a  large 
body  of  the  military,  particularly 
the  whole,  or  a  part  of  the  3d  regi¬ 
ment  of  guards,  to  be  armed  and 
in  readinefs,  who  were  likewife 
unufually  provided  with  a  confl- 
derable  quantity  of  powder  and 
ball,  it  had  been  more  than  once 
taken  notice  of  in  the  Houfe  of 
Common0,  and  brought  out  no 
fmall  degree  of  warmth  and  fharp- 
nefs  of  obfervation.  On  the  other 
fide,  the  fadft  was  at  firft  denied, 
and  it  was  aflerted  that  no  fuch 
orders  had  been  given  ;  but  after¬ 
wards,  it  was  partly  acknow¬ 
ledged,  and  atuibuted  to  the  bufy, 

or 
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or  impertinent  application  of  a 
Weftminiter  juftice.  As  that  de- 
fcription  of  men  were  not  held  in 
the  higheft  eftimation,  fuch  an  au¬ 
thority  was  not  at  all  acknow¬ 
ledged,  as  any  j unification  of  fo 
extraordinary  a  meafure.  I  he  fub- 
was  however  of  a  nature,  which 
.rendered  the  obtaining  of  any  evi¬ 
dence  on  which  to  proceed  exceed¬ 
ingly  difficult. 

0  ,  This  difficulty  being  at 

length  overcome  by  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Meredith,  he  made  a  motion, 
for  the  proper  officer  to  lay  before 
the  houfe,  a  copy  of  any  requift- 
tions  made  by  the  civil  magiftrates, 
and  by  whom,  for  any  of  the  foot 
or  horfe  guards,  to  be  in  readinefs 
from  the  5  th  to  the  7th  of  April  laid. 

This  motion  brought  out  fome 
exceedingly  warm  animad ver fion , 
and  ftrong  language ;  (which  at 
this  time  became  more  common 
than  ever)  and  it  was  openly  de¬ 
clared,  that  if  the  people,  legal¬ 
ly  and  conftitutionally  affembled 
upon  their  own  affairs,  were  to 
be  iurrounded  by  bodies  or  armed 
men,  and  thofe  too  of  a  deferip- 
tion  particularly  inimical  and  dan¬ 
gerous  to  the  con  dilution,  and 
them,  it  was  become  neceffary, 
that  the  people  Ihould  provide  for 
their  own  fecurity,  by  going  effec¬ 
tually  armed  to  fuch  meetings. — 
The  ground  of  argument  on  the 
other  fide,  was  the  right  of  tlie 
civil  magiftrate  to  call  in  the  aid 
pf  the  military  under  any  appre- 
henfion  of  riot,  and  the  neceffity 
of  that  power  for  the  prefervation 
pf  the  public  peace.  .  The  motion 
was  rejedled  on  a  divifion,  by  a 
majority  of  133,  to  91. 

The  houfe  now  began  to  be 
very  badly  attended,  as  will  ap¬ 
pear  from  the  Rate  of  divifions. 


The  committee  on  the  «  . 
remaining  claufes  of  Mr. 

Burke’s  eilablifhment  bill  being 
refumed,  that  for  abolifhing  the 
offices  of  mailer  of  the  buck- 
hounds,  fox-hounds,  and  harriers, 
was  rejected  upon  a  divifion,  by 
a  majority  of  75  to  49. 

The  claufe  for  ena£ling,  that 
the  places  of  lieutenant  and  en- 
ilgn,  and  all  other  inferior  offices 
belonging  to  the  body  •  of  yeomen 
of  the  guards,  after  the  determi¬ 
nation  of  thefe  offices  in  the  pre- 
fent  pofeffors,  and  alfo,  all  com- 
miffion  and  other  offices  belonging 
to  the  band  of  gentlemen  pen- 
fioners,  fhould  not  be  fold,  but 
filed  by  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy  on  half  pay,  and  of  fifteen 
years  fervice  ;  was  agreed  to. 

The  claufe  for  abolifhing  the 
office  of  paymaster  of  the  penfions, 
and  its  dependencies,  was  rejected 
on  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  79, 
to  64. 

The  claufe  againft  the  private 
payment  of  the  penfions  during 
pleafure,  was  better  attended, 
and  of  courfe  rejected  by  a  greater 
majority  ;  the  numbers,  upon  a  di¬ 
vifion,  being  115,  to  79. 

The  claufe  for  limiting  the  fe- 
cret  fervice  money,  was  rejected 
without  a  divifion. 

The  claufe  for  regulating  the 
order  in  which  payments  were  to 
be  made  to  the  civil  officers  of  the 
itate,  including  all  the  orders  of 
the  houfhold,  was  reje&ed,  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  majority  of  no 
to  58. 

The  claufe  for  enabling  certain 
fpecified  great  officers,  to  call  the 
feveral  public  accountants  before 
them,  in  a  fummary  way,  and  to 
examine  and  audit  their  accounts, 
was  rejected  by  68  to  31, 
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Mr.  Burke  then  declared,  that 
he  would  not  divide  the  houfe  up¬ 
on  any  of  the  remaining  clau.es, 
but  deiired  that  they  might  be 
read  over  and  negatived  as  expe- 
ciitioufly  as  pokible,  in  order  that 
the  committee  might  be  dihblved, 
and  his  bill  no  longer  remain 
either  an  eye-fore  to  his  adveria- 
nes,  nor  an  objeCt  for  demand¬ 
ing  the  tirefome  and  fruitlefs  at¬ 
tendance  of  his  friends.  About 
half  of  the  members  immediately 
quitted  the  houfe  upon  this  notice  ; 
but  one  folitary  claufe,  relative  to 
the  exchequer,  having  the  fortune 
to  attradl  the  regards  of  the  mi- 
miter,  he  wifhed  it  might  be  pok- 
poned  to  another  day  ;  for  though 
he  liked  the  objed  extremely,  it 
was  not  dreffed  entirely  to  his 
take  ;  upon  which  account,  he 
propofed  that  the  chairman  ihould 
report  a  progrcfs,  in  order  to  keep 
the  committee  open. 

The  framer  of  the  bill  replied, 
that  his  patience  and  his  ipirits 
were  both  exhauited ;  and  he  re¬ 
queued  of  the  noble  lord  to  be  fo 
kind  and  merciful,  as  to  put  an 
end  to  his  bufferings,  and  nega¬ 
tive  this,  as  he  had  done  the  pre¬ 
ceding  claufes.  His  plan,  if  a- 
dopted  on  the  large  fcale  on  which 
he  had  laid  it  down,  would,  he 
faid,  have  faved  to  the  nation, 
diredfly  and  in  its  confequences, 
above  a  million  per  annum  ;  and 
it  was  fcarcely  worth  his  lordfhip’s 
while  to  keep  him  any  longer  on 
the  torture,  under  the  preffure  of 
this  unfortunate  claufe,  for  any 
trifling  faving  which  it  might  pro¬ 
duce. — Both  fides  being  cbkinate, 
the  quekion  was  brought  to  a  di- 
vifion,  which  being  carried  by  the 
miniker,  the  committee  was  kill 
kept  open. 


O11  the  following  day,  the  Re¬ 
corder  of  ’London  moved  a  refolu- 
tion  in  favour  of  the  petitioners, 
amounting  in  fubkance,  to  the  not 
granting  of  any  farther  fums  of 
money  for  the  public  fervices,  un¬ 
til  the  grievances  kated  in  the 
petitions  of  the  people  were  re- 
drelfed.  Although  he  fupported 
his  motion  very  ably,  in  a  fpeech 
of  conliderable  length,  and  feem- 
ed  to  be  very  attentively  likened 
to  by  the  houfe,  it  brought  out  no 
manner  of  debate  ;  for  juk  as  the 
minifter  had  rifen  to  reply,  the 
quekion  was  fo  inceffantly  called 
for  by  the  court  party,  that  it  was 
accordingly  put ;  and  the  motion 
was  rejected,  upon  a  divifidn,  by  a 
majority  of  89,  to  54. 

The  lak  effort  in  behalf  of  the 
petitioners,  though  going  only  a 
fmall  way  indeed  to  meet  their  ex¬ 
pectations,  was  a  motion  by  Mr. 
Dunning,  in  the  com-  ^  , 

mittee  of  the  whole  May  2(Sth ■ 
houfe  on  the  confideration  of  the 
petitions,  that  their  own  two  refo- 
lutions  of  the  10th  of  April,  fhould 
be  then  reported.  This  brought 
out  very  warm  debates,  in  which 
moft  of  the  principal  fpeajters 
on  both  Tides  took  a  part.  A  imo- 
tion  was  immediately  made  on  the 
other  fide,  for  the  chairman  to 
quit  the  chair,  amounting  to  a 
diffolution  of  the  committee. 

The  quekion  being  put,  the 
chairman  was  voted  to  quit  the 
chair,  by  a  majority  of  177,  tp 
134-  . 

While  thefe  matters  were  agi¬ 
tated  with  fo  much  warmth  in  and 
out  of  parliament,  and  with,  fo 
many  extraordinary  t»rns  of  for 
tune,  an  affair  totally  feparate  was 
at  the  fame  time  carried  on,  for 
a  long  time,  with  little  notice ; 

but 
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but  which,  in  due  feafon,  broke 
out  with  fo  much  fury  and  vio¬ 
lence,  as  entirely  to  bear  down 
all  defigns,  either  for  reforming, 
or  for  Hrengthening  government; 
and  at  once  overwhelmed  and  bore 
away  before  it  both  majority  and 
minority,  with  an  irrefiftible  tor¬ 
rent  of  popular  fanaticifm  and 
phrenzy. 

Every  body  knows  the  circum- 
ilances,  as  well  as  the  event,  of 
this  fhameful  and  unhappy  affair  *  ; 
and  that  Lord  George  Gordon, 
who  had  been  early  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  Scotch  AfTociation 
for  the  fupport  of  the  Proteffant 
religion,  was  likewife  appointed 
prehdent  to  an  affociation  in  Lon¬ 
don,  formed  in  imitation  or  emu¬ 
lation  of  the  former.  The  pub¬ 
lic  fummons  in  the  news-papers, 
by  which  he  afTembled  fifty  or  Hx- 
£y  thoufand  men  in  St.  George’s 
.Fields,  under  an  idea  of  defend¬ 
ing  the  religion  of  the  country 
againft  imaginary  danger,  by  ac¬ 
companying  the  prefentment,  and 
enforcing  the  matter,  of  a  peti¬ 
tion  to  parliament,  demanding 
the  repeal  of  the  late  law,  which 
afforded  fome  relaxation  of  the 
penal  Hatutes  again  ft  popery,  are 
likewife  frefh  in  every  body’s  me¬ 
mory. 

The  extraordinary  condud  of 
that  noble  perfon  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  during  the  prefent  fef- 
iion,  and  the  frequent  interrup¬ 
tions  which  he  gave  to  the  bufmefs 
of  parliament,  as  well  by  the  un¬ 
accountable  manner  in  which  he 
continually  brought  in  and  treated 
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matters  relative  to  religion  and  th£ 
danger  of  popery,  as  the  caprice 
with  which  he  divided  the  houfe 
upon  queitions,  wherein  he  flood 
nearly  or  entirely  alone,  were  paf- 
fed  over,  along  with  other  fingu- 
1  arities  in  his  drefs  and  manner, 
rather  as  fubjeds  of  pleafantry* 
than  of  ferious  notice  or  reprehen- 
lion.  Even  when  he  involved  mat¬ 
ters  of  Hate  with  thofe  of  religion 
in  a  flrange  kind  of  language* 
boafiing  that  he  was  at  the  head  of 
120,000  able  men  in  Scotland,  who 
would  quickly  remedy  their  own 
grievances  if  they  were  not  other- 
wife  redreffed,  and  little  lefs  than 
holding  out  deftrudion  to  the 
crown  and  government,  unlefs  full 
fecurity  was  given  to  the  affocia- 
tions  in  both  countries,  againft 
thofe  imminent  dangers  with 
which  they  were  immediately 
threatened  by  popery.  Such  things, 
and  others,  if  poffible,  Hill  more 
extraordinary,  were  only  treated 
merely  as  objeds  of  laughter.  It 
is,  however,  poffible,  that  this 
care.efihefs,  or  complacence  in  the 

x 

houfe,  was  at  length  carried  too  far. 

Befides  the  advertifements  and 
refolutions,  the  inflammatory  ha¬ 
rangue  of  the  prefident  at  the  pre¬ 
ceding  meeting  of  the  Proteffant 
AfTociation,  was  publifhed  in  the 
news-papers,  and  was  full  of  mat¬ 
ter  which  might  well  have  excited 
the  moH  inffant  attention  and 
alarm.  In  that  piece,  the  prefi¬ 
dent  informs  his  enthafiaftic  ad¬ 
herents,  among  other  extraordi¬ 
nary  matter.  That,  for  his  part* 
he  would  run  all  hazards  with  th£ 


*  For  a  particular  detail,  and,  we  fuppofe,  as  far  as  it  extends,  tolerably  au¬ 
thentic  account,  of  this  whole  affair*  lee  the  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle,  page 
SS4  of  our  prefent  volume*, 
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people  ;  and  if  the  people  were  too 
lukewarm  to  run  all  hazards  with 
him,  when  their  confcience  and 
their  country  called  them  forth, 
they  might  get  another  prefident ; 
for  he  would  tell  them  candidly, 
that  he  was  not  a  lukewarm  man 
himl'elf,  and  that  if  they  meant  to 
fpend  their  time  in  mock  debate 
and  idle  oppofition,  they  might 
get  another  leader.  He  after¬ 
wards  declared,,  that  if  he  was  at¬ 
tended  by  lefs  than  20,000  men 
on  the  appointed  day,  he  would 
not  prefent  their  petition;  and 
he  gave  orders,  under  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  motion,  for  the  manner 
in  which  they  fhould  be  mar- 
fhalled  in  St.  George’s  Fields  ; 
appointing  that  they  fhould  be 
formed  in  four  bodies,  three  of 
them  regulated  by  the  refpective 
boundaries  of  the  great  divisions 

#  O 

of  the  metropolis  ;  and  the  fourth 
compofed  entirely  of  his  own  par¬ 
ticular  countrymen.  To  prevent 
miftakes,  the  whole  were  to  be 
diftinguifhed  by  blue  cockades.— 
If  this  were  not  fufficient  to  arouze 
the  attention  of  government.  Lord 
George  Gordon  gave  notice  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the 
Tuefaay,  that  the  petition  would 
be  prefented  on  the  following 
Friday ;  and  that  the  whole  body 
of  Protefiant  afTociators,  were  to 
affemble  in  St.  George’s  Fields, 
in  order  to  accompany  their  peti¬ 
tion  to  the  houfe. 

Thefe  notices  ought  to  have 
given  a  more  ferious  alarm  than 
they  feem  to  have  done  to  govern¬ 
ment.  The  oppofition  afterwards 
charged  them  with  little  lefs  than 
a  meditated  encouragement  to  this 
fanatic  tumult,  in  order  to  dif- 
countenance  the  affectations  which 
had  more  ferious  obje&s  in  view  ; 


and  to  render  odious  and  con¬ 
temptible  all  popular  interpofition 
in  affairs  of  Hate.  They  remind¬ 
ed  them  of  their  aftivity  in  giv¬ 
ing  orders  to  hold  the  military  in 
readinefs  on  a  peaceable  meeting 
in  Weil  minder  Hall ;  and  their 
utter  neglect  of  the  declared  and 
denounced  violence  of  this  fort  of 
people. 

The  alarming  cry  againft  Po¬ 
pery,  with,  the  continual  invec¬ 
tive  and  abufe,  which  they  dif- 
feminated  through  news -papers., 
pamphlets,  and  fermons,  by  de¬ 
grees  drew -over  to  a  meeting,  ori¬ 
ginally  lmall  and  obfeure,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  well-meaning  people  from 
the  various  chiles  of  Pmteftants* 
who  feriouily  apprehended  their 
religion  to  be  in  danger.  Thus, 
however  deficient  they  were  in 
point  of  confideration,  being,  for 
the  far  greater  part,  poor  and  ig¬ 
norant  people,  many  of  whom 
could  not  write  their  names,  they 
became  formidable  with  refpedl  to 
numbers.  It  is,  however,  to  be 
at  all  times  remembered,  that  the 
conduct  of  thefe  afTociators  was 
not  more  execrated,  than  the  in¬ 
tolerant  principle,  to  which  they 
owed  their  union  and  aftion,  was 
condemned,  by  the  found  and 
eminent  divines,  both  of  the  efta- 
b!i fhed  church  and  of  the  Diifen- 
ters. 

The  grand  divifions  T  , 
of  the  afTociators,  being  2  * 

drawn  off  by  different  routes  from, 
the  rendezvous  in  St.  George’s 
Fields,  filled  the  ways,  through 
which  they  marched  in  ranks,  with 
a  multitude  which  excited  won¬ 
der  and  alarm.  Having  arrived 
at  the  place  of  their  defti nation, 
and  filled  up  all  the  ftreets  and 
avenues  to  both  houfes,  they  be¬ 
gan 
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gan  the  exercife  of  the  new  au¬ 
thority  derived  from  their  num¬ 
bers,  only  by  compelling  the 
members  as  they  came  down,  to 
cry  .  out  No  Popery,  to  wear  blue 
cockades,  and  fome,  as  it  is  Paid, 
to  take  an  oath  to  contribute  all 
in  their  power  to  the  repeal  of  the 
new  law,  or  as  they  called  it  the 
Popery  A£t.  But  upon  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  Archbifhop  of 
York,  and  other  of  the  prelates 
and  court  lords,  their  rage  and 
violence  was  increafed  to  the 
highefl  pitch.  During  this  dread¬ 
ful  tumult,  which  continued  with 
more  or  lefs  interruption  for  fome 
hours,  the  Archbifhop,  the  Duke 
of  Northumberland,  the  Lord  Pre¬ 
sident  of  the  Council,  with  feve- 
ral  others  of  the  nobility,  in¬ 
cluding  moil  or  all  of  the  lords 
in  office,  were  treated  with 
the  greateft  indignities.  The 
Bifhop  of  Lincoln,  in  particular, 
moft  narrowly  efcaped  with  his 
life  ;  firft  by  being  fuddenly  car¬ 
ried  into  a  houfe  upon  the  demo¬ 
lition  of  his  carriage ;  and  then 
being  as  expeditioufiy  led  through, 
and  over  its  top,  into  another. 
Lord  Stormont’s  life  was  likewife 
In  the  moll  imminent  danger  ; 
and  he  was  only  refcued,  after 
being  half  an  hour  in  their  hands, 
by  the  prefence  of  mind  and  ad- 
drefs  of  a  gentleman  who  happen¬ 
ed  to  be  in  the  crowd. 

It  would  be  impoffible  to  de¬ 
fer!  be  the  aftonifhment,  fenfe  of 
degradation,  horror,  and  difmay, 
which  prevailed  in  both  houfes. 
Attempts  were  twice  made  to  force 
their  doors  ;  and  were  repelled  by 
the  firmnefs  and  refolution  of 
their  door-keepers  and  other  offi¬ 
cers.  In  this  feene  of  terror  and 
danger,  the  refolution  and  fpirit, 
with  which  a  young  clergyman* 


who  acled  as  affiftant  or  fubliitute 
to  the  Chap-ain  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  rebuked  the  outrage 
of  the  mob,  and  told  their  lead¬ 
er,  in  their  prefence,  that  he  was 
anfvverable  for  all  the  blood  that 
would  be  fired,  and  all  the  other 
fatal  confequences  that  might  en- 
fue,  merited  fome  other  reward 
befides  mere  applaufe. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  author, 
mover,  and  leader  of  the  fedition, 
having  obtained  leave  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  to  bring  up  the  peti¬ 
tion,  afterwards  moved  for  its  be¬ 
ing  taken  into  immediate  corn!- 
deration.  This  brought  out  fome 
debate,  and  the  rioters  being  in 
pofieffion  of  the  lobby,  the  houfe 
were  kept  confined  for  feveral 
hours,  before  they  could  divide 
upon  the  queftion.  The  impedi¬ 
ment  being  at  length  removed  by 
the  arrival  of  the  magistrates  and 
guards,  the  queftion  was  rejected, 
upon  a  division,  by  a  majority 
of  192,  to  fix  only,  by  whom  it 
was  Supported.  During  this  time. 
Lord  George  Gordon  frequently 
went  out  to  the  top  of  the  gallery 
flairs,  from  whence  he  harangued 
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the  rioters,  telling  them  what 
palled  in  the  houfe  ;  that  their 
petition  would  be  poftponed  ; 
that  he  did  not  like  delays  ;  and 
repeating  aloud,  the  names  of 
gentlemen,  who  had  oppofed  the 
taking  it  into  confideration  under 
their  prefent  circumftances  ;  thus, 
in  fact,  holding  them  out  as  ob¬ 
noxious  perfons  and  enemies,  to 
a  lawlefs  and  defperate  banditti. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  have 
been  much  cenfured,  for  the  want 
of  refolution  and  fpirit,  in  not 
immediately  committing,  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  guards  at  night, 
their  own  member  to  the  Tower, 
who  had  by  fo  Shameful  a  viola¬ 
tion 
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tlon  of  their  privileges,  involved 
them  in  a  fcene  of  fuch  unequalled 
danger  and  difgrace.  It  has  even 
been  faid  that  a  meafure  of  fuch 
vigour,  might  have  prevented  all 
the  horrid  fcenes  of  conflagration, 
plunder,  military  daughter,  and 
civil  execution,  that  afterwards 
took  place.  And  it  has  been  ar¬ 
gued,  from  the  paffive  conduct  of 
the  mob  fome  years  ago,  upon  the 
committal  of  the  Lord  Mayor 
Crofby,  and  of  Alderman  Oliver 
to  the  Tower,  that  it  would  not 
have  been  attended  with  any  ill 
confequence. 

It  is,  however,  to  be  remem¬ 
bered,  that  danger  is  confidered 
in  a  very  different  manner,  bf 
thofe  who  are  entirely  out  of  its 
reach,  and  even  by  the  fame  per- 
fons,  under  its  immediate  im- 
prefhon.  The  circum fiances  were 
likewife  widely  and  eflentially  dif¬ 
ferent.  Religious  mobs  are  at  all 
times  infinitely  more  dangerous 
and  cruel,  than  thofe  which  arife 
on  civil  or  political  occafions. 
What  country  has  not  groaned, 
under  the  outrages  and  horrors 
of  fanaticifm  f  Or  where  have 
they  ever  been  quelled  but  in 
blood  ?  This  mob  was  much  more 
powerful  and  numerous,  as  well 
as  dangerous,  than  any  other  in 
remembrance.  The  force  of  the 
affociators,  was  on  that  day,  whole 
and  entire,  which  it  never  was 
after.  The  intenfe  heat  of  the 
weather,  which  necefiarily  in- 
creafed  their  inebriation,  added 
Hre  to  their  religious  fury  ;  and 
rendering  them  equally  fearlefs 
and  cruel,  no  bounds  could  have 
been  preferibed  to  their  enormi¬ 
ties. 

The  fituation  of  the  lords  was 
Still  vvorfe  than  that  of  the  conv- 
Vol.  XX1IL 
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mons.  Befides  that  the  malice  of 
the  rioters  was  pointed  mere  that 
way,  they  were  not  under  the 
reliraint  of  any  application  to  them 
for  redrefs.  The  appearance  of 
the  lords  who  had  paffed  through 
their  hands,  every  thing  about 
them  in  diforder,  and  their  cloaths 
covered  with  dirt,  threw  a  gro- 
tefque  air  of  ridicule  upon  the 
whole,  which  feemed  to  heighten 
the  calamity.  A  propofal  was 
made  to  carry  out  the  mace  ;  but 
it  was  apprehended,  that  perad- 
venture  it  might  never  return.— 
In  a  word,  fo  difgraceful  a  day 
was  never  beheld  before  by  a  Bri- 
tifh  parliament. 

In  the  midll  of  the  confuficn 
fome  angry  debate  arofe,  the 
lords  in  opposition  charging  the 
miniflers,  with  being  themfblves 
the  original  caufe  of  all  the  mif- 
chiefs,  that  had  already  or  might 
happen,  by  their  Scandalous  and 
cowardly  conceSTions  to  the  rioters 
in  Scotland;  and  at  the  fame  time 
calling  them  loudly  to  account, 
for  not  having  provided  for  the 
pr'efent  evil,  of  which  they  had  fo 
much  previous  notice,  ’by  having 
the  civil  power  in  readinefs  for  its 
prevention. — To  this  it  was  an¬ 
swered  by  a  noble  earl  in  high 
office-,  that  orders  had  been  given 
on  the  preceding  day  for  the  at¬ 
tendance  of  the  magiftrates ;  but 
two  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  in  the  way,  being  fent 
for  and  examined,  declared  they 
had  neither  heard  of  nor  received 
any  fuch  orders. 

Before  the  riling  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  feveral  parties  of 
the  rioters  had  filed  off,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  demolition  of  the 
chapels  belonging  to  the  Sardi¬ 
nian  and  Bavarian  ministers. 

[ *N ]  The 
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The  commons  adjourned  to  the 
6th ;  but  the  lords  met  on  the 
following  day,  and  agreed  to  a 
motion  for  an  addrefs  made  by 
the  Lord  Prefident,  requeuing  his 
majefty  to  give  immediate  orders 
for  profecuting,  in  the  mod  effec¬ 
tual  manner,  the  authors,  abet¬ 
tors,  and  inftruments,  of  the  out¬ 
rages  committed  on  the  preceding 
day,  both  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
houfes  of  parliament,  and  upon 
the  houfes  and  chapels  of  feveral 
of  the  foreign  minifters. 

On  the  6th,  above  200  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
had  the  courage,  notwithftanding 
the  dreadful  conflagrations  and 
mifchiefs  of  the  two  preceding 
nights,  the  deftru&ion  threatened 
to  feveral  of  themfelves  in  their 
perfons  and  houfes,  and  which 
had  already  fallen  upon  the  houfe 
of  Sir  George  Saville,  in  Leicefter 
fields,  to  make  their  way  through 
the  vaft  crowds  which  filled  the 
ftreets,  and  which  were  interlaced 
and  furrounded  by  large  de¬ 
tachments  of  the  military  on  foot 
and  on  horfeback.  They  found 
Weftminfter  Hall  and  the  ave¬ 
nues  to  the  houfe  lined  with  fol- 
diers  ;  upon  which  a  celebrated 
member  obferved  in  his  fpeech, 
bewailing  the  deplorable  fituation 
to  which  parliament  was  reduced, 
that  they  had  a  bludgeoned  mob 
waiting  for  them  in  the  ftreet, 
and  a  military  force  with  fixed 
bayonets  at  their  doors,  in  order 
to  fupport  and  preferve  the  free¬ 
dom  of  debate. 

They,  however,  palled  fome 
refolutions  ;  one  being  an  affer- 
lion  of  their  own  privileges  ;  the 
fecond,  for  a  committee  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  late  and  prefent 
outrages,  and  for  the  difcovery  of 


their  authors,  promoters  and  a- 
bettors  ;  the  third,  for  a  profecu- 
tion  by  the  Attorney  General ; 
and  the  fourth,  an  addrefs  to  his 
majefty  for  the  reimburfement  of 
the  foreign  minifters,  to  the 
amount  of  the  damages  they  had 
fuftained  by  the  rioters.  Another 
refolution  was  moved  by  the  mini- 
fter  and  agreed  to,  for  proceeding 
immediately,  when  the  prefent 
tumults  were  fubnded,  to  take 
into  due  confideration  the  peti¬ 
tions  from  many  of  his  majefty ’s 
Proteftant  fubjefts.  Intelligence 
being  received  of  the  conflagra¬ 
tions  which  were  commenced  in 
the  city,  it  threw  every  thing  into 
new  confufion,  and  a  hafty  ad¬ 
journment  took  place. 

Some  of  the  lords  likewife  met ; 
but  the  impropriety  of  their  pro¬ 
ceeding  upon  any  public  bufinefs 
in  the  prefent  hate  of  tumult,  and 
furrounded  by  a  military  force, 
being  taken  into  confideration, 
and  an  account  arriving  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  firfl  lord  of 
the  admiralty,  in  his  way  to  the 
houfe,  had  been  fet  upon,  wound¬ 
ed,  and  his  life  only  critically 
faved  by  the  military,  they  ad¬ 
journed  to  the  19th. 

Never  did  the  metropolis,  in 
any  known  age,  exhibit  fuch  a 
dreadful  fpeflacle  of  calamity  and 
horror,  or  experience  fuch  real 
danger,  terror  and  diftrefs,  as  on 
the  following  day  and  night.  , 
It  is  faid,  that  it  was  beheld 
blazing  in  thirty-fix  different  parts 
from  one  fpot.  Some  of  thefe 
conflagrations  were  of  fuch  a  mag¬ 
nitude  as  to  be  truly  tremendous. 
Of  thefe,  the  great  jail  of  New¬ 
gate,  the  King’s  Bench  prifon, 
the  new  Bridewell  in  St.  George’s 
Fields,  the  Fleet  Prifon,  and  the 

houfes 
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houfes  and  great  difHlleries  of  Mr. 
Langdale  in  Holborn,  where  the 
vail  quantity  of  fpirituous  liquors 
increafed  the  violence  of  the  flames 
to  a  degree  of  which  no  adequate 
conception  can  be  formed,  pre- 
fented  fpedacles  of  the  moll  dread¬ 
ful  nature.  The  houfes  of  moll 
©f  the  Roman  Catholicks  were 
marked ;  and  generally  dellroyed 
or  burned  ;  as  well  as  thofe  of  the 
few  magillrates  who  Ihewed  any 
adivity  in  reprefling  thofe  tu¬ 
mults.  The  outrages  grew  far 
more  violent  and  general  after  the 
breaking  open  of  the  prifons. 

The  attacks  made  that  day  upon 
the  bank,  rouzed  the  whole  acti¬ 
vity  of  government.  Great  bo¬ 
dies,  of  forces  had  for  fome  time 
been  collecting  from  all  parts. 
They  were  at  length  employed, 
and  brought  on  the  cataftrophe  of 
that  melancholy  night  which  fol¬ 
lowed.  Strong  detachments  of 
troops  being  lent  into  the  city, 
and  the  attempts  on  the  bank 
^  and  other  places  renewed,  a  car¬ 
nage,  then  inevitable,  enfued,  in 
which  a  great  number  of  lives 
were  loll.  Nothing  could  be 
more  difmal  than  that  night. 
Thofe  who  were  on  the  fpot,  or 
in  the  vicinity,  fay,  that  the  pre- 
fent  darknefs,  the  gleam  of  the 
dillant  fires,  the  dreadful  Ihouts, 
in  different  quarters,  of  the  rio¬ 
ters,  the  groans  of  the  dying,  and 
the  heavy  regular  platoon  firing 
of  the  foldiers,  formed,  all  toge¬ 
ther,  a  fcene  fo  terrific  and  tre¬ 
mendous,  as  no  defcription  or 
even  imagination  could  poflibly 
reach. 

The  metropolis  prefented  on 
the  following  day,  in  many 
places,  the  image  of  a  city  re¬ 
cently  llormed  and  facked  j  all 


bufinefs  at  an  end,  houfes  and 
Ihops  fhut  up,  the  Royal  Ex¬ 
change,  public  buildings  and 
flreets,  poffelfed  and  occupied  by 
the  troops,  fmoaking  and  burning 
ruins,  with  a  dreadful  void  and 
filence,  in  fcenes  of  the  greateft 
hurry,  noife,  and  bufinefs. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  g  ^ 
met  on  the  following  day ; 
but  although  the  rioters  were  en¬ 
tirely  quelled,  it  was  immediately 
noticed  that  the  city  of  Wellminller 
was  under  martial  law,  and  they 
accordingly  adjourned  to  the  19th. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day. 
Lord  George  Gordon  was  taken 
into  cullody,  at  his  houfe  in  Wel- 
beck  Street,  and  conveyed  to  the 
Horfe  Guards ;  and  after  a  long 
examination  before  feveral  lords 
of  the  privy  council,  he  was  be¬ 
tween  nine  and  ten  in  the  evening 
conduced  (under  the  llrongelt 
guard  that  was  ever  known  to  at¬ 
tend  any  Hate  prifoner)  to  the 
Tower,  where  he  was  committed 
to  clofe  confinement. 

The  meeting  of  par-  June 
Lament,  after  this  com-  J  ' 
pelled  recefs,  was  opened  by  a 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  in  which 
notice  was  taken,  that  the  out¬ 
rages  committed  by  bands  of  def- 
perate  and  abandoned  men,  broke 
forth  with  fuch  violence  into  ads 
of  felony  and  treafon,  had  fo  far 
overborne  all  civil  authority,  and 
threatened  fo  directly  the  imme¬ 
diate  fubverfion  of  all  legal  pow¬ 
er,  the  deftrudion  of  all  proper¬ 
ty,  and  the  confufion  of  every 
order  in  the  Hate,  that  his  majefly 
found  himfelf  obliged,  by  every 
tie  of  duty  and  affedion  to  hjs 
people,  to  fupprefs,  in  every  part, 
thofe  rebellious  infurredions,  and 
to  provide  for  the  public  lafety, 
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by  the  moll  effectual  and  imme¬ 
diate  application  of  the  force  en- 
trulled  to  him  by  parliament. 

They  were  informed  that  pro¬ 
per  orders  had  been  given,  for 
bringing  the  authors,  abettors, 
and  perpetrators  of  thofe  infur- 
redlions,  and  of  fuch  criminal 
adls,  to  fpeedy  trial,  and  to  fitch 
condign  punilhment,  as  the  laws 
prefcribed,  and  the  vindication  of 
public  jullice  demanded.  His 
majefly  concluded,  that  though 
he  trulled  it  was  not  neceffary, 
ye't  he  thought  it  right  at  that 
time,  to  renew  his  folemn  aflur- 
ances  to  them,  that  he  had  no 
other  objedt  but  to  make  the  laws 
of  the  realm,  and  the  principles 
of  our  excellent  conftitution  in 
church  and  date,  the  rule  and 
meafure  of  his  conduct ;  and  that 
he  ihould  ever  confider  it  as  the 
firfl  duty  of  his  dation,  and  the 
chief  glory  of  his  reign,  to  main¬ 
tain  and  prefer ve  the  edablidied  re¬ 
ligion  of  his  kingdom,  and,  as  far 
as  in  him  lay,  to  fecure  and  to 
perpetuate  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  his  people. 

This  fpeech  was  generally  ap¬ 
proved  of  on  all  fides,  and  the 
cudomary  addrefles  carried  with¬ 
out  cppodtion.  Some  animad- 
verfion,  however,  palfed  in  both 
houfes,  and  no  fmall  degree  of 
cenfure  was  thrown  upon  the  con¬ 
duit  of  adminidration,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  late  didurbances  ; 
the  mifchiefs  that  had  happened, 
and  all  the  unhappy  confequences 
that  might  enfue*  being  diredlly 
,  charged  to  their  negleft,  in  not 
‘calling  forth  the  civil  power  in 
i||me,  and  to  their  delay,  in  not 
employing  the  military  until  it 
was  too  late. — -To  the  lad  charge, 
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it  was  replied,  that  the  fervices 
were  fo  numerous,  and  the  appli¬ 
cations  fo  continual,  and  from 
fuch  various  quarters,  for  protec¬ 
tion  or  ailidance,  as  the  apprehen- 
fions  or  danger  of  the  people  in- 
creafed,  that  the  troops  at  hand 
were  not  half  fufficient  to  anfwer 
the  demands,  until  the  arrival  of 
the  regulars  and  militia  from  the 
country. 

The  following  day  brought  on 
in  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
the  condderation  of  the  feveral 
petitions,  praying  for  a  repeal  of 
the  late  bill,  which  had  been  made 
the  occadon  of  fo  much  mifchief. 
No  repeal  was  propofed  upon  thofe 
petitions.  No  evil  had  actually 
happened  from  the  relaxation  of 
the  dngle  penal  law  which  had 
been  relaxed ;  and  the  confe¬ 
quences  apprehended  from  it,  were 
confidered  as  weak  and  vifionary. 
There  was  rather  much  difcourfe 
than  debate  upon  the  fubjedt, 
very  little  having  been  faid  on 
the  part  of  the  petitions.  The 
queftion  was,  however,  folemnly, 
and  very  largely  fpoke  to,  and 
with  the  greatefr  eloquence.  The 
chief  fpeakers  were  Lord  North, 
Lord  Beauchamp,  Sir  George 
Saville,  Mr.  Wilkes,  Mr.  Burke, 
and  Mr.  Fox.  The  two  latter 
fpoke  for  three  hours  each.  For 
the  fir  ft  time  they  all  fpoke  on 
the  fame  fide  ;  and  fupported  the 
dodlrine  of  toleration,  on  grounds 
much  larger  than  thofe  on  which 
the  bill  complained  of  flood* 

In  order,  however,  to  quiet  the 
minds,  and  to  remove  the  appre- 
henflons,  of  fuch  well  -  meaning 
but  ill-informed  perfons,  as  might 
be  among  the  petitioners,  refolu- 
tions  to  the  following  purport 

were 
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were  moved  for  by  Lord  Beau¬ 
champ,  agreed  to  by  the  commit¬ 
tee,  and  confirmed  by  the  houfe. 

That  the  effeCt  and  operation  of 
the  aCt  paffed  in  the  18th  of  his 
prefent  majefty,  for  relieving  his 
fubjeCts  profelling  the  Popiih  reli¬ 
gion  from  certain  penalties  and 
difabilities,  impofed  on  them  by 
an  act  of  the  nth  and  12th  of 
William  the  Third,  have  been 
mifreprelent;ed,  and  mifunder- 
ilood. 

That,  the  faid  add,  of  the  1 8th 
of  his  prefent  majelty,  does  not 
repeal  or  alter,  or  in  any  manner 
invalidate,  or  render  ineffectual 
the  feveral  ftatutes  made  to  pro¬ 
hibit  the  exercife  of  the  Popifh 
religion,  previous  to  the  ftatute  £>f 
the  nth  and  12th  of  William  the 
Third. 

That,  no  ecclefialtical  or  fpiri- 
tual  jurifdiCtion  or  authority  is 
given,  by  the  faid  act,  to  the 
Pope  or  the  See  of  Rome. 

That,  this  houfe  does,  and 
ever  will,  watch  over  the  interelts 
of  the  Proteftant  religion  with  the 
molt  unremitted  attention  ;  and 
that  all  attempts  to  fed  ace  the 
youth  of  this  kingdom  from  the 
eftablilhed  church  to  Popery,  are 
highly  criminal,  according  to  the 
laws  in  force,  and  are  a  proper 
fubjeCl  of  further  regulation. 

And,  that  all  endeavours  to 
difquiet  the  minds  of  the  people, 
by  mifreprefenting  the  faid  act  of 
the  1 8th  year,  of  the  reign  of  his 
prefent  majelty,  as  inconfillent 
with  the  fafety,  or  irreconcileable 
to  the  principles  of  the  Proteftant 
religion,  have  a  manifelt  tendency 
to  dilturb  the  public  peace,  to 
break  the  union  necelfary  at  this 
time,  to  bring  dilhonour  on  the 
national  character,  to  difcredit 
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the  Proteftant  religion  in  the  eyes 
of  othpr  nations,  and  to  furnilh 
occalion  for  the  renewal  of  the 
profecution  of  our  Proteftant  bre¬ 
thren  in  other  countries. 

On  the  fame  principle  of  af¬ 
fording  fa tis faCtion  to,  and  quiet¬ 
ing  the  minds  of  thofe,  who  had 
been  milled  by  error  and  mifre- 
prefentation,  a  bill  was  brought 
in  (though  otherwife  generally 
thought  unnecelfary)  and  palled 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  af¬ 
fording  fecurity  to  the  Proteftant 
religion  from  any  encroachments 
of  Popery,  by  more  effectually  re¬ 
fraining  Papifls,  or  perfons  pro- 
feffing  the  Popiih  religion,  from 
teaching,  or  taking  upon  them- 
lelves  the  education  or  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  children  of  Prote- 
flants, 

A  letter  which  had  been  writ¬ 
ten  daring  the  late  dilturbances, 
by  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  army,  and  confirmed  by  others 
of  a  fubfequent  date,  containing 
orders  to  the  officer  who  com¬ 
manded  the  military  forces  in  the 
city  of  London,  to  difarm  all 
perfons,  who  did  not  belong  to 
the  militia,  or  who  did  not  carry 
them  under  the  royal  authority  ; 
this  meafure,  being  confidered  as 
contrary  to  the  natural  rights  of 
mankind,  as  well  as  to  the  exprefs 
law  of  the  land,  it  gave  no  (mail 
umbrage  without  doors,  and  be¬ 
came  a  fubjeCt  of  fome  animad- 
verfion  within.  It  likewife  occa- 
fioned  fome  confufon  in  the  city, 
where  the  inhabitants  were  affo- 
ciating  and  arming  for  mutual 
defence,  under  the  conduCt  of 
their  refpeCfcive  magillrates ;  and 
became  the  ground  of  a  corre- 
fpondence,  which  has  been  pub- 
liffied,  between  the  chief  xnagi- 
[*N]  3  Urate, 
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ftrate,  and  the  Lord  Prefident  of 
the  council. 

n  This  matter  was  taken 
up  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  at 
whofe  motion  (after  fome  ani- 
madverfion  on  the  fubjeft  on  a 
preceding  day)  the  letters  in 
quedion,  the  plan  of  an  affocia- 
tion  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  and  the 
declaration  of  rights  in  the  zd  of 
William  and  Mary,  were  all  read. 
The  Duke  of  Richmond  then  ob- 
ferved,  that  thofe  letters  were  de- 
pofited  in  the  public  archives  ; 
that  they  would  defcend  to  pode- 
rity  a  mod  alarming  precedent,  of 
a  mod  violent  and  unwarrantable 
infringement  of  the  conftitution, 
if  no  refolution  of  cenfure  and 
difapprobation  was  entered  on  the 
records  of  parliament.  He  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  noble 
lord’s  intention  :  his  intention 
might  be  perfectly  innocent,  nay, 
it  might  be  laudable.  But  the 
letter  of  the  order  was  dangerous ; 
future  advantage  might  be  taken 
of  it  to  the  dedrudion  of  our 
freedom,  and  therefore  it  was 
-that  he  anxioufiy  wifhed,  their 
lordlhips  to  come  to  fome  refo- 
lution  upon  the  fubjeft. 

He  accordingly  moved  a  refo¬ 
lution  to  the  following  purport. 
That  the  letter  of  Jeffery  Lord 
Amherd,  dated  the  13th  of  June, 
to  Colonel  Twifleton,  then  com¬ 
manding  an  armed  force  in  the 
city  of  London,  in  which  he  or¬ 
ders  him  to  difarm  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  who  had  armed  themfelves 
for  the  defence  of  their  lives  and 
properties,  and  likewife  to  detain 
their  arms,  contained  an  unwar¬ 
rantable  command  to  deprive  the 
citizens  of  their  legal  property ; 
was  exprefsly  contrary  to  the  fun¬ 


damental  principles  of  the  condi- 
tution,  and  a  violation  of  one  of 
their  mclf  facred  rights,  as  declar¬ 
ed  in  the  zd  of  William  and  Mary, 
that  every  Protedant  fubjedt  of 
this  empire  is  entitled  to  carry  arms 
in  his  own  defence. 

The  noble  lord  who  was  the 
fubjedt  of  the  propofed  refolution, 
had,  upon  the  fird  mention  of  the 
affair,  judified  the  letter,  by  fay¬ 
ing  it.  related  only  to  the  mob, 
and  the  riotous  rabble,  who,  he 
had  received  information,  were 
poffeffed  of  hrelocks  ;  that  he  had 
done  his  duty,  and  was  ready  to 
abide  the  confequences.  But  this 
judification  not  being  admitted  on 
the  other  fide,  who  contended 
that  it  was  totally  overthrown, 
by  the  word  inhabitants  in  the  fird 
letter,  and  the  explanations  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  armed  affociations  in 
the  fucceeding,  new  grounds  of 
vindication  or  defence  were  taken 
by  the  miniders  upon  the  making 
of  this  motion. 

They  faid,  that  while  they  al¬ 
lowed  the  right  of  Protedant 
Englifiimen  to  arm,  whether  in 
defence  of  their  own  perfons  and 
houfes,  or  thofe  of  their  neigh¬ 
bours,  they  mud  confider  a  wide 
difference  between  their  acting  in 
this  defenfive  manner,  for  the  im¬ 
mediate  prote£tion  of  their  per¬ 
fons  and  properties,  and  their  af- 
fembling  armed  in  bodies,  and 
marching  out  in  martial  array; 
the  fird  was  clearly  judifiable, 
becaufe  neceffary ;  the  latter  might 
lead  to  many  dangerous  confe¬ 
quences.  That  it  was  not  eafy, 
even  now;  to  look  back  with  an 
equal  and  compofed  mind,  or  in¬ 
deed  without  confiderable  emo¬ 
tion,  to  thofe  dreadful  didurb- 
ances ;  what  then  mud  it  have 

been* 
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been,  in  the  midft  of  that  fcene 
of  outrage,  danger,  and  confu- 
fion.  It  was  in  the  wild  uproar 
and  confufion  of  that  fcene,  that 
the  noble  lord  gave  the  order. 
The  meafure  was  prompted  by  the 
fpur  of  the  occafion.  The  necef- 
"fity  and  occafion,  as  in  number- 
lels  inftances,  mull  juftify  the  aft. 
It  was  not  to  be  conceived,  that  in 
the  fituation  in  which  the  noble 
lord  was  engaged,  he  could  pay 
nice  attention  to  his  exprelfions ; 
or  that  a  man  educated  in  the 
field,  fhould  be  acquainted  with 
all  the  privileges  of  the  bill  of 
rights. 

Buc  the  oppofition  contended, 
that  there  was  no  weight  in  the 
argument,  that  the  letter  was 
written  in  a  Hate  of  hurry  and 
confufion  ;  for  the  date  {hewed, 
that  it  had  been  written  feveral 
days  after  the  difturbance  and 
danger  were  over.  It  was  there¬ 
fore  to  be  confidered  as  a  meafure 
taken  upon  due  deliberation  ;  and 
it  was  of  too  ferious  and  alarming 
a  nature,  to  be  palled  over  with¬ 
out  the  notice  of  parliament. 
They  therefore  urged,  and  even 
fupplicated  the  houfe,  not  to  per¬ 
mit  fuch  a  letter  to  defcend  as  a 
record  and  precedent  to  pofterity, 
without  fome  mark  of  their  difap- 
probation  ;  at  any  rate,  they  faid, 
a  direft  negative  would  be  highly 
impolitic.  They  ought  at  leaft  to 
take  fome  gentle  method  of  difpo- 
fing  of  the  propofition;  and  to 
leave  fomething,  however  lenient, 
on  their  journals,  which  might 
prove  an  antidote  to  the  poifon. 

The  queftion  was,  however,  ne¬ 
gatived,  without  a  divifion.  Two 
motions  on  the  fame  ground  were 
made  by  Mr.  Sawbridge,  a  few 
days  after,  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 


mons,  where  they  met  with  a  fimi- 
lar  fate. 

On  bringing  up  the  bill  for  the 
regulation  of  Popilh  fchools  from 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  lords 
in  general,  including  the  right 
reverend  bench,  appeared  much 
on  the  fide  of  toleration  ;  and  in¬ 
deed  fome  of  the  peers,  fpiritual 
as  well  as  lay,  expreffed  the  moft 
liberal  and  enlightened  fentiments 
on  the  fubjeft ;  fo  that  the  bill 
fcarcely  feemed  to  be  any  farther 
confidered  as  necelfary,  than  mere¬ 
ly  as  tending  to  allay  the  jealou- 
fies  and  apprehenfions  of  the  peti¬ 
tioners. 

But  feveral  of  the  lords  confi- 
dering  it'  as  a  great  indignity  to 
parliament,  and  to  that  houfe 
particularly,  to  pafs  a  bill,  which 
carried  all  the  appearance  of  being 
forced  upon  them  by  outrage  and 
threat,  and  the  fame  idea  operat¬ 
ing  by  degrees  with  others,  it  was 
contrived,  (after  feveral  propofed, 
and  fome  received  amendments) 
upon  its  being  brought  up  to  be 
reported  from  the  committee,  to 
fet  it  afide,  without  a  di¬ 
reft  negative,  by  moving 
it  might  be  read  the  third  time, 
on  that  day  week,  which  being 
carried,  had  the  effeft  of  a  pre¬ 
vious  queftion,  as  it  was  known  that 
a  prorogation  would  take  place  in 
the  interim. 

The  fpeech  from  the  T  ,  Q  , 
throne  acknowledged,  u  ^ 
that  the  magnanimity  and  perfever- 
ance  of  parliament,  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  the  prefent  juft  and  ne- 
Ceffary  war,  had  enabled  his  ma- 
jefty  to  make  fuch  exertions,  as 
would,  he  trufted,  difappoint  the 
violent  and  unjuft  defigns  of  his 
enemies,  and  bring  them  to  liften 
to  equitable  and  honourable  terms 
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of  peace. — That  thcfe  exertions 
had  already  been  attended  with 
fuccefs  by  fea  and  land  ;  and 
the  late  important  and  prof- 
perous  turn  of  affairs  in  North 
America,  afforded  the  faired  prof- 
pedt  of  the  returning  loyalty  and 
affedtion  of  the  colonies,  and  of 
their  happy  re- union  with  their 
parent  country.  Particular  obli¬ 
gations  were  acknowledged  to  be 
felt,  and  thanks  accordingly  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Commons,  for  the 
confidence  they  had  repofed,  and 
the  large  and  ample  fupplies  which 
they  had  fo  chear fully  granted. 
But  the  drength  of  the  fpeech 
feemed  thrown  into  the  conclud¬ 
ing  paragraph,  in  which  both 
Lords  and  Commons  were  earned: - 
!y  called  upon  to  affid  his  majeily, 
by  their  influence  and  authority  in 
their  feveral  counties,  as  they  had 
already  by  their  unanimous  fup- 
port.  in  parliament,  in  guarding 
the  peace  of  the  kingdom  from 
future  didurbances,  and  watching 
over  the  prefervation  of  the  public 
fafety.  To  make  the  people  fen- 
fible  of  the  happinefs  they  enjoy, 
and  the  diftinguifhed  advantages 
they  derive,  from  our  excellent 
conditution  in  church  und  date. 
To  warn  them  of  the  hazard  of 
innovation;  to  point  out  to  them 
the  fatal  confequences  of  fuch 
commotions  as  have  lately  been 
excited  ;  and  to  imprefs  on  their 
minds  this  important  truth,— 
That  rebellious  infurredtions,  to 
redd  or  to  reform  the  laws,  mud 
either  end  in  the  dedrudtion  of  the 
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perfon  who  makes  the  attempt,  or 
in  the  fubverdon  of  our  free  and 
happy  conditution. 

Such  was  the  end  of  this  unu- 
fually  long,  and  very  extraordi¬ 
nary  fedion  of  parliament.  A 
feffion,  in  which  almod  every  day 
produced  a  quedion,  and  every 
quedion  a  debate,  which  in  any 
other  would  have  been  deemed 
highly  intereding  ;  but  which  were 
frequently  lod,  in  that  glare  of 
dill  greater  matter,  which  was  fo 
continually  thrown  out  in  this. 
A  feflion,  in  which  unexpected 
victories,  and  unaccountable  de¬ 
feats,  alternately  raided  and  funk  the 
hopes  of  the  contending  parties, 
from  the  highed  pitch  of  exultation^ 
to  the  lowed  date  of  defpondency. 
The  point  of  decifion  feemed  more 
than  once  quivering,  and  hanging 
only  by  a  hair. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  may  be  faid 
with  confidence,  that  fo  great  a 
number  of  important  affairs  were 
never  agitated  in  any  one  feffion. 
The  riot,  in  the  clofe,  threw  a 
general  damp  upon  all  endeavours 
whatever  for  reformation,  however 
unconnected  with  its  particular 
objedt.  Popular  fury  feemed,  for 
that  time  at  lead,  the  greated  of 
all  poffible  evils.  And  admini- 
dration  then  gathered,  and  has 
fince  preferved,  no  fmall  degree  of 
power,  from  a  tumult  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  threaten  the  fubverdon  of 
•all  government. 

This  may  likewife  be  conddered 
as  concluding  the  political  exiiU 
ence  of  that  parliament. 


C  H  A  P. 
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C  H  A  P.  IX. 


Sir  George  Rodney  -proceeds  to  Gibraltar ,  in  his  way  to  the  Weft  Indies,, 
Takes  a  valuable  Spanijh  Convoy.  Falls  in  'with  a  fquadron,  under 
the  coinmand  of  Don  'Juan  de  Langara.  Fakes  the  Admiral ,  'with  fede¬ 
ral  men  of  s war,  ,  and  dejiroys  others.  Relieves  Gibraltar,  f applies  Minorca, 

and  proceeds  on  his  defined  voyage.  Prothee,  French  man  of  war, 
taken  by  Admiral  Dig  by,  on  his  return  from  Gibraltar.  Dutch  convoy , 
under  the  conduit  of  Count  Byland,  ftopped,  and  examined,  by  Commo¬ 
dore  Fielding.  Count  Byland  comes  to  S'pithead,  vsith  his  fquadron 
and  convoy.  Confequences  of  that,  and  of  other  precedent  and  jubfe- 
quent .  meafures .  Ruffian  Manifefto.  Northern  neutrality.  Royal  pro¬ 
clamation  in  London,  fufpending  certain  ftipulations  in  favour  of  the 
fubje&s  of  the  States  General.  Retrofpeltlive  vievj  of  affairs  in  Ame¬ 
rica  and  the  Weft  Indies,  in  the  year  1 779.  Advantages  derived  bf 
the  Spanijh  commanders,  from  their  early  knovAedge  of  the  intended  rup¬ 
ture.  Don  Bernardo  de  Galvez,  fubdues  the  Britijh  fettlements  on  the 
Mififfippi.  Sullivan’ s  fuccefsful  expedition  againft  the  Indians  of  the  fix 
nations.  Some  obfervations  on  the  policy  of  that  people,  and  on  the  Jlate 
of  culture  and  improvement,  which  the  Americans  difeovered  in  their 
country.  Expeditions  from  Jamaica  to  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  and  the 
Mofquito  Jhore.  Fortrefs  of  Omoa  and  Spanijh  regifter  foips  taken. 
Vigilant  and  fuccefsful  conduit  of  Admiral  Hyde  Parker 3  on  the  leeward 
ijland  Jlation . 


THE  opening  of  the 'year 
1780,  feemed  to  indicate 
fome  return  of  that  naval  renown, 
which  had  fo  long  been  the  pride 
of  the  Englifh  name  and  nation ; 
but  which,  through  fome  unto¬ 
ward  circumftances,  feemed  for 
fome  time  to  have  been  ftrangely 
in  the  wane. 

Sir'  George  Rodney,  being  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  chief  command  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  was  likewife  un¬ 
der  orders,  to  proceed,  in  his  way 
thither,  with  a  ftrong  fquadron  to 
the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  For  that 
important  fortrefs  had  been  very 
clof&ly  blockaded,  and  in  part 
befieged  by  the  Spaniards,  ever 
fince  the  commencement  of  hofti- 
lities  between  the  two  nations ; 
and  the  lofs  of  our  naval  fuperio- 


rity  in  the  Mediterranean,  toge¬ 
ther  with  that  unhappy  ftate  of 
weaknefs  on  the  ocean,  which  dis¬ 
abled  us  from  keeping  the  com¬ 
munication  with  that  place  open, 
cccafioned  the  garrifon’s  being  re¬ 
duced  to  very  confiderable  diftrefs, 
as  well  with  refpeft  to  provisions, 
as  to  military  and  garrifon  ftores. 
The  lofs  of  power,  and  conse¬ 
quently  of  influence  and  refpeft, 
in  the  Mediterranean,  among  its 
other  ill  effects,  has  been  produc¬ 
tive  of  one,  which  could  Scarcely 
have  been  expected,  at  leaft  in 
the  degree  and  manner  in  which 
it  has  taken  place.  This  has  been 
the  defection  of  the  Barbarv  ftates; 
or  if  not  the  whole,  that  of  their 
principal,  and  in  whom  we  are 
moft  interefted,  the  Emperor  of 

Morocco 
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M  orocco  ;  who,  contrary  to  all 
former  example,  and  in  contra- 
ve  ntion  of  that  mortal  enmity, 
which,  through  a  courfe  of  ages, 
ha  d  been  eftablifhed  and  heredi¬ 
tary  between  the  two  nations,  has 
taJken  little  lefs  than  an  open  and 
direCl  part  on  the  fide  of  Spain. 
By  this  means  Gibraltar,  in  the 
&noft  critical  feafon  of  danger 
which  it  has  ever  experienced, 
has  been  cut  off  from  its  dome  hie 
market ;  and  has  looked  over  in 
vain  to  the  oppolite  fhore,  for 
that  ample  fupply  of  provifions, 
with  which  it  had  hitherto  been 
furnifhed  from  Barbary. 

Fortune  feemed  attached  to  the 
new  commander’s  flag,  in  a  fignal 
manner  on  the  outlet.  He  had 
only  been  a  few  days  at  fea,  when 
he  fell  in  with  a  very  confiderable 
convoy,  bound  from  St.  Sebaftian 
to  Cadiz,  con  lifting  of  15  fail  of 
merchantmen,  under  the  guard  of 

Tan  8th  a  fine  neVV  6+  £un 
J  0  of  4  frigates,  from  32 

'  to  26  guns,  and  of  two 
fmaller  armed  veflels.  The  whole 
fleet  was  taken  ;  and  the  whole, 
fhips  of  war,  as  well  as  others, 
belonging  to  the  royal  company  of 
the  Carraccas.  The  capture  was 
exceedingly  fortunate  ;  much  the 
greater  part  of  the  veflels  being 
loaded  with  wheat,  flour,  and 
other  fpecies  of  provifion ;  and 
the  remainder  with  bale  goods 
and  naval  ftores.  The  former 
the  admiral  judicioufly  conveyed 
to  Gibraltar,  where  their  cargoes 
were  fo  much  wanted,  and  the 
latter  he  fent  back  to  England, 
where  the  naval  ftores  were  no  lefs 
welcome. 

But  this  was  only  the  prelude  to 
greater  and  more  brilliant  fuccefs. 


EGISTER,  17S0. 

In  about  a  week  the  admi-  ,  , 
ral  fell  in,  off  Cape  St.  1  £  ’ 
Vincent,  with  a  Spanifh  fqua- 
dron  of  eleven  fhips  of  the  line, 
under  the  command  of  Don  Tuan 
Langara.  The  enemy,  being 
much  inferior  in  force,  endea¬ 
voured  all  they  - could  to  avoid  an 
engagement ;  a  deiign,  to  which 
the  different  cireumitances,  of  a 
rough  gale,  high  fea,  fhor't  day, 
and  dangerous  coaft,  w^ere  ex¬ 
tremely  favourable.  In  order  to 
counteract  this  deiign.  Sir  George 
Rodney  changed  the  fignal  for  a 
line  of  battle  abreaft,  to  that 
for  a  general  chace,  with  orders 
to  engage  as  the  fhips  came  up 
by  rotation ;  taking  at  the  fame 
time  the  lee  gage,  to  prevent  the 
enemy’s  retreat  into  their  own 
ports. 

The  headmoft  fhips  began  to 
engage  abcut  four  o’clock  in  the 
evening  ;  and  their  Are  was  re¬ 
turned  with  great  fpirit  and  refo- 
lution  by  the  Spaniards.  The 
night  was  dark,  tempeftuous  and 
difmal,  and  the  fleet  being  nearly 
involved  among  the  fhoals  of  St, 
Lucar,  rendered  the  afpedl  more 
terrible.  Early  in  the  aftion,  the 
Spanilh  fhip  San  Domingo,  of 
70  guns  and  600  men,  blew  up, 
and  all  on  board  perifhed ;  the 
Englifh'  man  of  war  with  which 
fhe  was  engaged,  narrowly  efcap- 
ing  a  fimilar  fate.  The  adion 
and  purfuit  continued,  with  a 
conftant  fire,  until  two  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  when  the  headmoft 
of  the  enemy’s  line  ftruck  to  the 
admiral. 

The  Spanifh  admiral’s  fhip  the 
Phoenix,  of  So  guns,  with  three  of 
70,  were  taken,  and  carried  fafely 
into  port.  The  San  Julian  of 
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70  guns,  commanded  by  the  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Medina,  was  taken,  the 
officers  fhifted,  and  a  lieutenant 
with  70  Britiffi  feamen  put  on 
board  ;  but  by  her  afterwards  run¬ 
ning  on  fhore,  the  victors  expe¬ 
rienced  the  caprice  of  war,  in 
becorfn^  themfelves  prifoners. 
Ano  her  Ihip  of  the  fame  force, 
was  fkewife  taken,  and  her  offi¬ 
cers  fhifted  ;  but  fhe  afterwards 
run  upon  the  breakers,  and  was 
totally  loll.  Two  more  efcaped 
greatly  damaged,  and  two  lefs  lo, 
into  Cadiz.  Such  was  the  final 
difpofal  of  the  whole  Spanifh 
fquadron. 

Such  were  the  peculiar  circum- 
llances  attending  this  engage¬ 
ment,  that  notwithllanding  the 
inferiority  of  the  enemy  in  point 
of  force,  few  adions  have  requir¬ 
ed  a  higher  degree  of  intrepidity, 
more  confummate  naval  Ikill,  or 
greater  dexterity  of  feamanlhip. 
Even  the  light  of  the  enfuing  day, 
was  fcarcely  fufficient  to  extri¬ 
cate  feveral  Britilh  capital  flips 
from  the  moll  imminent  danger  ; 
and  it  was  not  until  the  fecond 
morning  after  the  adion,  that  they 
had  entirely  cleared  the  fhoals,  and 
recovered  deep  water.  It  feems 
upon  fhe  whole  fcarcely  to  admit 
of  a  doubt,  not  only  that  the 
whole  Spanifh  fleet  would  have 
efcaped  from  a  more  cautious 
commander ;  but  that  the  appa¬ 
rent  circumilances  of  the  cafe 
would  have  afforded  a  full  j  uni¬ 
fication  of  his  condud  upon  any 
retrofped. 

The  Spanilh  admiral,  Don 
Juan  de  Langara,  behaved  with  the 
greatell  gallantry ;  was  himfelf 
forely  wounded,  and  his  fhip  near¬ 
ly  a  wreck,  before  he  llruck.  The 
humanity  and  generofity  difplayed 
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by  Capt.  Macbride  of  the  Bien- 
faifant,  with  refped  to  that  gen¬ 
tleman  and  his  fhip,  along  with 
the  llrid  attention  to  honour  lhewn 
by  the  Spanifn  commander,  both 
deferve  to  be  remembered,  as  lay¬ 
ing  down  a  rule  of  condud  worthy 
the  imitation  of  other  officers  in 
fimilar  fituations. 

A  bad  and  malignant  kind  of 
fmall  pox,  prevailing  on  board 
Capt.  Macbride’ s  ihip,  that  gal¬ 
lant  officer,  difdaining  to  convey 
infedion  even  to  an  enemy,  and 
perhaps  confidering  the  peculiar 
terror  with  which  it  is  regarded 
by  the  Spaniards,  and  che  general 
ill  afped  it  bears  to  that  people, 
acquainted  Don  Langara  with 
the  circumflance,  and  with  his 
own  feelings  upon  the  fubjed  ;  at 
the  fame  time  offering  to  prevent 
the  inevitable  danger  and  mif- 
chief  which  mull  attend  fhifting 
the  prifoners,  by  fending  an  offi¬ 
cer  with  an  hundred  men  on  board 
the  Phenix,  and  trulling  to  the 
admir?d’s  honour,  that  neither  his 
officers  or  men,  (amounting  to 
above  700)  fhould,  in  any  cafe, 
of  feparation  or  otherwife,  in  any 
degree  interrupt  the  Britifh  Tea¬ 
men,  whether  with  refped  to  na¬ 
vigating  the  fnip,  or  of  defend¬ 
ing  her,  againil  whatever  enemy. 
The  propofal  was  thankfully  em¬ 
braced,  and  the  conditions  llrid- 
ly  adhered  to  by  the  Spanifh  ad. 
miral ;  for  though  there  was  no 
other  fhip  but  the  Bienfaifant  in 
fight,  and  that  the  fea  and  wea¬ 
ther  were  exceedingly  rough,  his 
people  gave  every  affiilance  in  re¬ 
fitting  the  Phenix,  and  in  navi¬ 
gating  her  to  the  bay  of  Gib¬ 
raltar. 

After  this  fignal  fuccefs.  Sir 
George  Rodney  having  executed 

his 
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Ms  commiflion  at  Gibraltar,  and 
waited  the  return  of  fome  men  of 
war,  which  he  had  fent  -  with  a 
convoy  of  ftore-ftftps  and  victual¬ 
lers  to  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  that 
commander,  animated  with  mecefs 
and  covered  with  glory,  proceeded, 
about  the  middle  of  February, 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  leavftng  the 
bulk  of  the  fleet,  under  the  con- 
dud  of  Rear  Admiral  Digby,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  Spanifti  prizes,  on 
their  way  to  England,  They  were 
not  many  days  parted,  before  the 
returning  fleet  fell  in  with,  or  ra¬ 
ther  perceived  at  a  great  diftance,  a 
conftderable  French  convoy  bound 
to  the  Mauritius,  under  the  pro- 
tedion .  of  two  fhips  of  the  line. 
Although  a  general  chace  enfued, 
moft  of  the  convoy  efcaped ;  only 
the  Prothee  of  64  guns,  and  two 
©r  three  veftels  laden  with  military 
llores,  being  taken. 

Thus  far,  fortune  feemed  again 
to  fmile  on  the  Britifti  Flag.  This 
expedition  was  in  all  its  parts  proft- 
perous.  Befides  the  great  damage 
done  to  the  enemy,  fix  fliips  of  the 
line  were  added  to  the  royal  navy 
of  England  5  and  the  value  of  the 
other  prizes,  in  a  public  view, 
was  greatly  enhanced,  by  the  na¬ 
ture  of  their  cargoes,  the  critical 
feafon  in  which  they  were  taken, 
and  the  eftential  fervices  to  which 
they  were  applied.  We  have  al¬ 
ready  feen,  that  the  higheft  honour 
which  he  could  receive,  the  public 
thanks  of  his  country,  through 
both  houfes  of  parliament,  was 
bellowed  on  Sir  George  Rodney. 
Nor  was  the  nation  at  large  Ids 
gratified.  The  long  abfence  of 
good  news,  rendered  this  the  more 
highly  pieaftng.  It  was  beftdes  a 
triumph  over  our  old  and  natural 
enemies,  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 


During  this  expedition,  govern*? 
ment  having  received  intelligence, 
that  a  number  of  Dutch  fhips, 
laden  with  timber  and  naval  ftores 
for  the  French  fervice,  not  being 
abfblutely  allowed  protection  by 
the  States  on  their  voyage,  in¬ 
tended  to  efcape  the  danger  which 
they  apprehended  from  the  Britifti 
cruizers,  by  accompanying  Count 
Byland,  who,  with  a  fmall  fquad- 
ron  of  men  of  war  and  frigates, 
was  to  efcort  a  convoy  to  the  Me¬ 
diterranean,  Captain  Fielding  was, 
in  confequence  of  this  notice,  fent 
out  with  a  proper  force,  in  order 
to  examine  the  convoy,  and  to 
feize  any  veffels  containing  thofe 
articles  which  we  deemed  contra¬ 
band. 

Upon  the  meeting  of  the  fleets, 
and  permiftion  to  vifit  the  mer¬ 
chant  Blips  being  refufed  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Fielding,  he  notwith Handing 
difpatched  his  boats  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  which  were  fired  at,  and 
prevented  from  executing  their 
orders  by  the  Dutch.  Upon  this, 
the  cantain  having  fired  a  fhot  a- 
head  of  the  Dutch  Admiral,  it 
was  anfwered  by  a  broadfide  ;  and 
Count  Byland  having  received  his 
in  return,  and  being  in  no  condi¬ 
tion  of  force  to  purfue  the  conteft 
farther,  then  immediately  ftruck 
his  colours.  Moft  of  the  Dutch 
fhips  that  were  in  the  predicament 
which  occaftoned  the  conteft,  had 
already,  through  the  length  and 
darknefs  of  the  nights,  and  by 
keeping  clofe  to  the  lhore,  efcaped 
the  danger,  and  proceeded  without 
interruption  to  the  French  ports. 
The  few  that  remained,  with  na¬ 
val  ftores  on  board,  were  ftopt ;  and 
the  Dutch  Admiral  then  informed, 
that  he  was  at  liberty  to  hoift  his 
colours  and  profecute  his  voyage. 

That 
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That  commander,  however,  chofe 
only  to  accept  of  the  former  part 
of  the  condition.  He  hoffted  his 
colours ;  but  he  refufed  to  feparate 
from  any  part  of  his  convoy  ;  and 
he  accordingly,  with  the  whole  ot 
the  fleet  which  remained  with  him, 
accompanied  the  Britifh  fquadron 
to  Spithead ;  where  he  continued, 
until  he  received  frefh  inductions 
from  his  mailers. 

This,  along  with  many  other, 
both  preceding  and  fubfequent 
matters,  led  to  that  unhappy  rup¬ 
ture,  which  has  fince  afforded  fo 
much  caufe  off  joy  and  triumph  to 
the  enemies  of  both,  between  thofe 
ancient,  natural,  and  Proteilant 
Allies,  the  kingdom  of  Great- 
Britain,  and  the  States  of  Hol¬ 
land.  Nor  had  it  a  lefs  fhare 
probably  in  other  fucceeding 
events,  which  were  equally  per¬ 
nicious  to  the  interefls,  and  fub- 
verlive  of  the  power  of  this  coun¬ 
try.  The  apparent  vigour,  how¬ 
ever,  of  this  meafure,  and  the 
femblance  it  from  thence  bore  to 
the  great  and  decided  maxims  of 
happier  times,  rendered  it  in  fome 
degree  a  favourite  with  many  peo¬ 
ple;  who  from  thence  augured  a 
renovation  of  our  ancient  fpirit  in 
council  and  fortune  in  war. 

But  the  event  which  Angularly 
marked  the  opening  of  the  pre- 
fent  year,  and  which  was  proba¬ 
bly,  at  lead,  accelerated  by  that 
we  have  related,  was  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  meafure  adopted  in  the 
north  of  Europe ;  where  a  power, 
which  however  great  in  other  re- 
fpedls,  was  of  inferior  note  in  a  ma¬ 
ritime  view,  was  now  feen  dictating 
a  new  code  of  maritime  laws  to 
mankind,  in  many  refpetts  effen- 
tially  differing  from  thofe  which 
had  for  feveral  hundred  years  been 


ellablifhed  among  commercial  na¬ 
tions,  and  going  directly  to  the 
overthrow  of  that  fovereignty,  or 
pre-eminence  on  the  ocean,  which 
had  been  fo  long  claimed  and 
maintained  by  this  country. 

This  was  the  mani-  F  ,  r  , 
felto  or  declaration  il- 
fued  by  the  court  of  Peterlhurg, 
which  has  been  the  means  of  form¬ 
ing,  under  the  name  of  an  armed 
neutrality,  that  formidable  naval 
and  military  alliance  and  confe¬ 
deracy,  between  the  northern  pow¬ 
ers,  to  which  moil  of  the  neutral 
Hates  in  Europe  have  fince  ac¬ 
ceded  ;  and  which.  Great  Britain 
not  being  in  a  fituation  dire&ly  to 
contravene,  feems  now  to  be  fettled 
as  a  part  of  the  law  of  nations. 
The  great  principle  of  this  piece, 
and  of  that  confederacy  to  which 
it  gave  birth,  is,  that  free  bottoms 
make  free  goods ;  and  this  is  car¬ 
ried  to  the  degree  of  fuppoiing 
that  neutral  ftates  are  entitled  to 
carry  on  their  commerce  with  the 
belligerent  parties  in  a  Hate  of  war, 
with  the  fame  degree  of  conveni¬ 
ence,  eafe,  and  fafety,  which  they 
might  have  practifed  in  time  of 
peace.  Nor  is  this  all ;  it  is  far¬ 
ther  laid  down,  that  the  neutral 
bottom  has  a  right  to  convey, 
and  to  render  free,  all  things, 
from  any  one  part  of  a  belligerent 
Hate,  and  even  coaHwife,  to  ano¬ 
ther,  without  let  or  impediment ; 
faving  only  fuch  matters  as  might 
be  deemed  contraband,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  flipulations  of  for¬ 
mer  treaties. 

This  extraordinary  meafure 
(which  in  other  times  would  have 
been  confidered  and  refented  as  a 
declaration  of  war)  was  rendered 
the  more  grievous,  from  its  oii- 
ginatipg  with  a  power,  which  not 

‘only 
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only  had  been  regarded  as  our  na¬ 
tural.  friend  and  ally,  but  which 
had  been  even  held  out  as  our 
fheet  anchor,  in  any  cafe  of  ne- 
ceffity,  which  might  occur  in  the 
prefent  war.  Indeed  this  evil  was 
fo  great  and  fo  grievous,  that  it 
might  well  have  been  confidered  as 
filling  up  that  meafure  of  calamity, 
to  which  we  had  been  doomed  by 
our  fatal  civil  difcord. 

It  needs  fcarcely  to  be  noticed, 
that  the  courts  of  France  and 
Spain,  expreffed  the  utmoft  appro¬ 
bation  of  a  fyftem  fo  exactly  cal¬ 
culated,  and  immediately  fuited 
to  their  own  views,  and  which 
they  could  at  a  future  time  find 
means  eafily  to  (hake  off.  They, 
accordingly,  were  little  lefs  than 
loll  in  aftonifhment,  at  the  confe¬ 
deration  of  that  wifdom,  jiTdce, 
liberality  of  fentiment,  and  be¬ 
nevolence,  which  had  produced 
Ideas  fo  fimilar  to  their  own.  It 
was  upon  the  fame  principle,  of  a 
liberal  and  free  commerce,  and  an 
imreftrained  navigation  to  all  na¬ 
tions,  that  they  had  taken  part 
with  the  Americans,  and  were  now 
expending  their  blood  and  treafure 
in  a  war  with  England.  As  they 
did  not  fully  comprehend  the  new 
fyffem,  nor  know  to  what  extent 
it  was  to  be  carried,  they  waited 
with  deference,  for  thofe  further 
regulations  or  explanations,  which 
the  Emprefs  of  the  Ruffias  might 
think  proper  to  communicate;  but 
were  convinced,  from  the  congeni¬ 
ality  of  fentiments  on  both  fides, 
that  nothing  could  happen,  in  the 
intermediate  time,  on  theirs,  which 
would  afford  any  diffatisfadion  to 
her. 

The  folitary  court  of  London, 
was  obliged  to  fupprefs  her  indig¬ 
nation  at  an  injury,  which  five 


could  not,  at  prefent,  relent  nor 
remedy.  She  expoflulated  with  the 
court  of  Peterfhurgh,  on  the  con- 
flant  attention  and  regard,  which 
fhe  had  hitherto  on  every  occafion 
fhewn  to  her  flag  and  commerce ; 
fhe  declared  a  continuance  of  the 
fame  condud  and  difpofition,  and 
fhe  reminded  Ruffia,  of  the  reci¬ 
procal  ties  of  friendfhip,  and  the 
common  interefts,  by  which  they 
were  mutually  bound. 

But  although  the  northern  con¬ 
federacy  was  too  formidable  to  be 
meddled  with,  the  weak  date  of 
Idol  land,  with  refped  both  to  her 
military  and  marine  force,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  particular  fituation 
of  that  country,  and  the  diviiions 
among  th(e  people,  who  were  fplit 
into  violent"  factions,  by  no  means 
afforded  any  fuch  operative  mo¬ 
tives  of  condud.  It  was  accord¬ 
ingly  determined,  by  flrong  mea- 
fures,  not  only  to  endeavour  to 
prevent  the  republic  from  acceding 
to  the  northern  confederacy,  but 
likewife  thereby  to  induce  that 
Fate  to  afford  the  fuccours  ftipu- 
lated  by  treaty  to  England,  and 
which  all  negotiation  had  hither¬ 
to  failed  of  obtaining.  It  was  al- 
fo  undoubtedly  expeded,  that  an 
appearance  of  vigorous  determi¬ 
nation,  along  with  a  warm  expref- 
lion  of  refentment  on  the  fubjed, 
would  tend  much  to  fupport  and 
flrengthen  the  Englifh  party  in 
Holland,  and  to  difeourage  and 
depr efs  the  French ;  the  latter  of 
which,  from  various  caufes  and 
motives,  had  increafed  exceeding¬ 
ly  in  ftrength  and  number,  during 
the  progrefs  of  the  American  war  ; 
a  war,  which  we  have  formerly 
feen,  had  been  early  deprecated 
and  regretted  by  the  friends  of 
England  in  that  country.  The- 
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expectation  formed  from  thofe 
meafures  was  much  difappointed. 
The  Dutch  are  certainly  much 
hurt  and  weakened  ;  but  their 
connexions  with  our  enemies 
of  all  defcriptions  is  grown  much 
clofer,  and  their  alienation  from 
Great  Britain  much  more  decided 
and  hoHile. 

Upon  thefe,  and  other  grounds, 
after  previous,  but  ineffectual 
warning,  given  by  the  Britilh 
minifters,  both  -at  London  and  the 

Abril  1 7th  Hague,  a  royal  pro- 

P  ^  clamation  was  iilued 

at  the  former  of  thefe  places,  in 
which  the  non-performance  of  the 
States  General,  with  refpeCt  to  the 
fuccours  ftipulated  by  treaty,  be¬ 
ing  confidered  as  a  dereliction  of 
the  alliance  fo  long  fublifting  be¬ 
tween  both  countries,  and  that 
they  have  thereby  placed  them- 
felves  in  the  condition  of  a  neutral 
power,  bound  by  no  treaty  or  con¬ 
nection  with  this  kingdom,  it  is 
therefore  held,  that  upon  every 
principle  of  wifdom  and  juftice, 
they  fhouid  from  henceforward  be 
confidered,  as  Handing  only  in 
that  diftant  relation  in  which  they 
had  placed  themfelves.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  declared,  that  the  fubjeCts  of 
the  United  Provinces,  are  hence¬ 
forward  to  be  confidered  upon  the 
fame  footing  with  thofe  of  other 
neutral  Hates,  not  privileged  by 
treaty  ;  and  his  majeHy  fufpends, 
provisionally,  and  till  further  or¬ 
der,  all  the  particular  Hipulations 
refpeCting  the  fubje&s  of  the  States 
General,  contained  in  the  feveral 
treaties  now  lubfiHing  ,•  and  more 
particularly  thofe  contained  in 
the  marine  treaty  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  Provinces, 
concluded  at  London,  on  the  nth 
of  December,  1674. 


Having  thus  taken  a  general 
view  of  our  affairs  in  Europe,  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  look  to  thofe 
in  other  parts  of  the  world  ;  and 
in  the  firH  place,  to  take  a  retro- 
fpeft  of  fuch  matters  in  America 
and  the  Well  Indies  during  the  year 
1 779,  as  did  not  come  within  our 
line  in  the  lad  volume. 

It  appears  from  various  circum- 
Hances,  that  the  Spaniih  gover¬ 
nors  and  commanders  in  America 
and  the  Weft  Indies,  had  been  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  intended  rup¬ 
ture  between  Spain  and  England, 
long  before  the  declaration  pre- 
fented  by  their  miniHer  to  the 
court  of  London,  on  the  16th  of 
June,  1779.  I*  would  even  feem, 
that  they  were  informed  of  the 
precife  time,  or  very  near  it,  at 
which  that  event  would  take  place  ; 
for  it  is  afferted,  that  war  was 
declared  in.  the  jfland  of  Port® 
Rico,  in  a  few  days  after  the  de¬ 
livery  of  that  refcript  in  London  ; 
and  it  is  certain,  that  Englifh 
veffels  were  carried  into  the  Ha- 
vannah  as  prizes,  before  any  in¬ 
telligence  of  that  meafure  could 
have  been  poflibly  received  in 
America.  Plans  were  according¬ 
ly  laid,  and  preparations  made  to 
the  time,  which  afforded  advan¬ 
tage  in  the  commencement  of  hof- 
tilities. 

But  in  no  inHance  was  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  this  pre-intelligence  fo 
ruinous,  as  in  the  lofs  which  it 
occafioned  of  the  Britifh  fettle- 
ments  on  the  Miffiffippi,  along 
with  the  capture  of  the  troops 
delHned  to  their  protection.  We 
have  heretofore  Ihewn,  that  the 
fettlements  in  that  part  of  Loui- 
fiana,  being  yet  too  weak  for  a 
particular  government,  were  an¬ 
nexed  to  that  of  WeH  Florida  ; 
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%vhich  was,  however,  too  dlflant 
to  afford  any  effectual  protection. 
We  have  alfo  feen  that  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  a  party  of  Americans 
vifited  that  country,  and  received 
a  temporary  fubmiffion  from  the 
inhabitants,  which  they  did  not 
Say  to  maintain.  That  Ameri¬ 
can  expedition,  and  the  defencelefs 
Sate  of  the  fettlements,  which  it 
had  rendered  apparent>  were  un¬ 
doubtedly  the  caufes,  that  fame 
troops  had  fmce  been  fent  for  their 
protection. 

Don  Bernardo  de  Galvez,  the 
Spanifh  Governor  of  Louifiana, 
having  collected  the  whole  force 
,  of  his  province  at  New 
Aug.ipt  ,  Orleans,  firft  publicly 

I779*  declared  the  indepen¬ 
dency  of  America  by  beat  of 
drum,  and  then  fet  out  on  this 
expedition.  He  had  previoufly 
concerted  his  meafures  fo  well  in 
fecuring  the  communications,  that 
Major  General  Campbell,  who 
commanded  at  Penfacola,  did  not 
receive  the  fmalleft  information  of 
the  danger  of  the  weftern  part  of 
the  province,  or  even  that  hofiility 
was  intended,  until  the  defign  was 
nearly  effected.  With  fimiiar  ad  * 
drefs,  and  profiting  of  the  fecurity 
which  prevailed  on  our  fide,  he  had, 
by  furprize  and  flratagem,  taken  a 
royal  (loop  of  war,  which  was  fta- 
tkmed  on  Lake  Pontchartrain,  and 
was  equally  fuccefsful  in  feizing  fe¬ 
deral  veffels  on  the  lakes  and  rivers, 
laden  with  provifions  and  neceila- 
ries  for  the  Britifh  detachment,  and 
one,  containing  fome  troops  of  the 
regiment  of  Waldeck. 

Such  lucky  circumftances,  were 
not  neceffary  to  infure  fuceefs  to 
liis  enterprize.  The  whole  mili¬ 
tary  force-,  Britifh  and  German, 


flattened  for  the  protection  of  the 
country,  did  not  amount  to  five  hun¬ 
dred  men  ;  and  thefe  had  ho  other 
cover  againft  a  fuperior  enemy,  blit 
a  newly  ccmflruCled  fort,  or  more 
properly  Field  Redoubt,  which 
they  had  hallily  thrown  up,  at  a 
place  called  Baton  Rouge.  In  this 
place,  however.  Lieutenant  Colo* 
nel  Dickfon,  of  the  16th  regi¬ 
ment,  flood  a  fiege  of  nine  days ; 
and  when  the  opening  of  a  battery 
of  heavy  artillery  had  rendered 
all  farther  defence  impracticable, 
he  obtained  conditions  very  ho¬ 
nourable  to  the  garrifon,  and 
highly  favourable  to  the  inhabit¬ 
ants.  The  troops,  Rom  the  na¬ 
ture  of  their  fituation ,  were  necef- 
farily  obliged  to  furrender  prifoners 
of  war  ;  and  it  is  to  be  remem¬ 
bered,  highly  to  the  honour  of  the 
Spanifh  governor  and  commanderj, 
Don  Bernardo  de  Galvez,  that  up¬ 
on  this,  as  well  as  upon  a  later  oc- 
cafion  of  the  fame  unfortunate  na¬ 
ture,  no  thing  couldexceed  the  good 
faith  with  which  he  obferved  the 
preferibed  conditions,  nor  the  hu¬ 
manity  and  kindnefs  with  which  he 
treated  his  prifoners. 

The  languid  nature  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  on  the  fide  of  New  Yorki 
enabled  the  Americans,  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  and  progrefs  of  the  au¬ 
tumn,  to  take  a  heavy  vengeance 
on  the  Indians,  for  the  cruelties 
and  enormities  which  they  had  fo 
long  praCtifed  on  the  frontiers; 
So  formidable  was  this  enemy  now 
grown,  through  the  acceffion  of 
flrength  and  difcipline  which  it  de¬ 
rived  from  the  refugees  and  white 
adventurers,  that  a  fmall  army^ 
with  a  train  of  artillery,  under  the 
conduCl  of  General  Sullivan,  af- 
iifted  by  fome  other  officers  of 

name. 
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known  to  'have  taken  any  direft 
part  again#  the  Americans.  They 
were  accordingly  defined  to  ef- 
cape  the  intended  general  deftruc- 
tion.  For  the  principle  cf  this 
war  was  extermination  ;  fo  far  as 
that  can  be  carried  into  execution, 
again#  an  enemy,  who  feldom  can 
be  caught  or  found,  except  when, 
from  motives  of  advantage,  he 
choofes  to  ftay,  or  to  reveal  himr 
felf.  They  were  of  opinion  that 
nothing  lefs  than  driving  them 
totally  and  far  from  their  prefent 
poffeflions,  could  ever  afford  any 
permanent  profpeft  of  fecurity  and 
quiet  to  their  numerous  infant 
fettlements ;  which  they  knew, 
under  theie  circum#ances,  would 
foon  become  the  great  fources  of 
wealth  and  ftrength  to  their  refpec- 
tive  ftates. 

The  Indians  marched  boldly  to¬ 
wards  the  frontiers  of  their  coun¬ 
try  to  meet  the  invaders.  They 
were  headed  by  Butler,  Brandt, 
Guy  Johnfon,  and  Macdonald  ; 
and,  befid.es  affembling  all  their 
own  tribes  and  allies,  were  joined 
by  fome  hundreds  of  refugees,  or, 
as  the  Americans  call  them,  Tories, 
They  poffefied  themfelves  of  a 
difficult  pafs  in  the  woods,  be¬ 
tween  Chemung;  and  Newtown,  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Teaoga  River  5 
where  they  condrufted  a  ftrong 
bread-work,  made  of  large  logs, 
of  above  half  a  mile  in  extent ; 
from  whence  other  works,  of  lefs 
ftrength,  reached  a  mile  and  a 
half,  to  the  top  of  a  mountain  in 
their  rear,  where  a  fecond  bread- 
work  was  formed. 

A  warm  attack  and  .  , 

defence  took  place,  ‘ U^’  2  9  * 
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flame*  were  dedined  to  this  fer- 
vice.  The  famous  confederacy  of 
the  five  or  of  the  fix  nations,  as 
it  has  been  differently  called  ;  that 
confederacy  which  exhibited  the 
rude  outlines  of  a  republic,  in  the 
mo#  hidden  defarts  of  America, 
was  the  objcft  of  the  prefent  ex¬ 
pedition. 

Thefe  nations  lying  at  the  backs 
of  the  northern  and  middle  colo¬ 
nies,  amid#  the  great  lakes,  rivers, 
and  impenetrable  fbreds,  which 
feparate  them  from  Canada,  had 
long  been  renowned  for  the  cou¬ 
rage,  fidelity,  and  condancy,  with 
which  they  had  adhered  to  the 
Englifh  in  their  wars  with  the 
French  ;  and  had  even  adided  them 
frequently  again#  different  na¬ 
tions*  of  their  own  countrymen. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
canted,  they  had  concluded  a  trea¬ 
ty  with  the  Americans,  by  which 
they  bound  themfelves  to  obferve  a 
drift  neutrality  during  the  progrefs 
of  the  druggie.  The  Americans 
faid,  that  they  offered  at  that  time 
to  take  up  the  hatchet  again#  the 
Englifh,  but  that  they  had  reje.fted 
the  offer  upon  principle  ;  only  re¬ 
quiring  of  them  to  adhere  driftly  to 
the  neutrality. 

The  power  of  prefents,  with 
the  influence  of  Sir  William  John¬ 
fon,  and  fome  others  who  had  in- 
tere#  among  them,  operating  upon 
their  own  natural  propenfities, 
foon  led  them  to  depart  from  this 
pacific  line  of  conduft,  and  they 
took  a  didinguifhed  part  in  that 
cruel  and  dedruftive  war,  which, 
we  have  more  than  once  feen,  was 
carried  on  again#  the  back  fettle- 
ment.  The  Oneida  Indians  were 
the  only  nation  of  the  confede¬ 
racy,  who  had  adhered  to  the  neu¬ 
trality  ;  or  at  lead,  who  were  not 
Vol.  XXIII. 


and  was  continued  for  1 779’ 
two  hours ;  in  which  Sullivan, 
found  that  he  had  full  occadon  for 
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his  artillery  to  make  any  effectual 
impreflion  on  the  breaft-work. 
The  rout  of  the  confederates 
was  accelerated  and  completed, 
through  the  movements  that  were 
made  by  the  generals  Poor  and 
Clinton,  for  turning  their  /flanks, 
and  thereby  cutting  off  their  re¬ 
treat.  The  vidory  was  fo  com¬ 
plete,  that  they  never  attempted  to 
make  another  ftand  during  the  fub- 
fequent  defolation  of  their  coun¬ 
try. 

This  adion  only  opened  the 
way  to  the  commencement  of  Sul¬ 
livan’s  expedition  ;  and  there  was 
a  difficulty  dill  remained,  which 
was  capable  of  rendering  it  in  a 
great  meafure  ineffective.  To  ren¬ 
der  the  fervice  in  any  confiderable 
degree  effectual,  it  was  neceffary 
that  the  army  fhould  be  out  a 
month,  at  lead,  in  a  country  to¬ 
tally  unknown,  and  where  no  {ap¬ 
plies  of  any  fort  could  be  hoped 
for ;  but  with  all  Sullivan’s  in- 
dullry,  and  the  aids  of  his  employ¬ 
ers,  the  diftance,  roads,  and  other 
circumltances,  rendered  it  imprac¬ 
ticable  to  provide  provifion  for 
more  than  half  the  time  ;  nor,  if 
there  had  been  more,  were  pack- 
horfes  to  be  found  for  its  convey¬ 
ance  ;  although  to  lighten  the  car¬ 
riage,  the  cattle  which  they  were 
to  live  upon  were  driven  along 
with  the  army.  The  fpirit  of  the 
foldiers,  the  hearty  zeal  of  the  of¬ 
ficers,  With  an  animating  fpeech 
from  their  general,  removed  all 
impediment  to  the  deflgn  :  the 
propofal  of  fhort  allowance  was 
received  with  the  loudeft  fhouts  of 
approbation ;  and  the  ration  for 
24  hours  was  fixed,  with  univerfal 
confent,  at  half  a  pound  of  flour, 
and  as  much  frefh  beef  ;  the  re¬ 
duction  going  even  to  the  fait* 


This  expedition  was  worthy  of 
note,  as  it  difcovered  a  greater 
degree  of  policy,  and  rather  an 
higher  ftate  of  improvement,  a- 
mong  thofe  Indian  nations,  than 
had  been  expedted,  even  by  thofe 
who  had  lived  near,  and  almofl: 
in  the  midh  of  them.  Sullivan 
difcovered,  to  his  furprize,  that  no 
guides  could  be  procured  who 
knew  any  thing  at  all  of  the  coun¬ 
try;  and  that  the  only  means  he 
had  of  finding  his  way  to  the  In¬ 
dian  towns,  were  thofe  which  be¬ 
tray  a  wild  beafl:  in  his  den,  the 
track  of  the  inhabitant ;  which 
was  a  much  more  difficult  clue  in 
the  former  cafe  than  the  latter,  as 
the  laft  of  an  Indian  file  always 
fmooths  and  covers  over  with 
leaves  the  tracks  made  by  his  fel¬ 
lows  and  himfelf ;  fo  that  it  re¬ 
quires  much  experience,  as  well 
as  patience  and  induflry,  to  be 
able  to  develop  and  trace  them. 

The  degree  of  culture  about  the 
Indian  towns  was  confiderably 
higher  than  could  be  fuppofed 
from  former  obfervations  and  opi¬ 
nions  relative  to  the  cuftoms  and 
manners  of  thefe  people.  The 
beauty  of  their  fituadon,  in 
many  inftances,  indicating  choice 
and  defign,  together  with  the 
fize,  the  conftrudtion,  and  the 
neatnefs  of  their  houfes,  were  the 
firffc  great  objedts  of  admiration  in 
this  new  country.  Sullivan  fays, 
in  feveral  places,  that  the  houfes 
were  not  only  large,  but  elegant ; 
and  frequently  mentions  their  be¬ 
ing  built  of  frame-work.  The 
fize  of  their  corn  fields  excited  his 
wonder,  as  well  as  the  high  de¬ 
gree  of  cultivation  which  they 
fhevved.  Some  idea  may  be  form¬ 
ed  of  both,  from  the  quantity  of 
corn  the  Americans  deftroyed  in 
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this  expedition  ;  which  they  em¬ 
ulate  at  160,000  buihels. 

But  the  number  of  fruit-trees 
which  they  found  and  deftroyed, 
with  the  fize  and  antiquity  of  their 
orchards,  afford  an  objeCt  of  much 
greater  admiration  ;  as  thefe  cir- 
cumdances  not  only  (hew  that  cul¬ 
tivation  was  not  of  a  late  date  a- 
mong  thefe  people,  but  tend  like- 
wife  to  overthrow  that  opinion  fo 
generally  received,  that  the  In¬ 
dians  are  incapable  of  looking  to 
futurity  in  their  conduct,  and 
confequently  totally  improvident 
with  refpeCt  to  poderity.  Perhaps 
other  indances  of  this  nature,  and 
in  a  ftiil  higher  degree,  may  vet 
be  found,  in  more  remote  or  hid¬ 
den  parts  of  America  ;  and  per¬ 
haps  it  may  be  difcovered,  that 
man,  in  what  is  called  his  favage 
ftate,  like  beavers,  and  fome  other 
animals,  becomes  more  favage, 
careiefis,  and  improvident,  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  he  finds  that  his  views  are 
broken,  and  his  fecurity  leiTened, 
by  the  near  approach  of  the  civi¬ 
lized  part  of  his  own  fpecies. 

Sullivan  informs  us,  that  they 
Cut  down  1500  fruit-trees  in  one 
orchard  ;  and  takes  notice  in  dif¬ 
ferent  places,  without  the  {mailed 
obfervation  on  the  fa£t,  that  many 
of  the  trees  carried  the  appearances 
of  great  age.  Neither  the  pad 
enormities  or  cruelties  of  the  In¬ 
dians,  the  policy  of  the  motives, 
the  juftice  of  the  reientment,  or 
even  the  luppofed  necelfity  of  the 
aft,  can  prevent  the  pain  arifing 
to  a  fenfiole  mind,  from  fuch  a 
h-vuck  and  dedruCtion  of  the  la¬ 
bours  and  hope  of  mankind  ;  it 
is  not  impoffible,  that  the  very  im¬ 
providence  imputed  to  the  pro¬ 
prietors,  renders  the  blight  which 
thus  fell  upon  the  fruits  of  their 
poor  indultry  the  more  affiiCting. 
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The  work  of  defolation  was 
completed  within  the  preferibed 
time,  and  no  more  ;  there  not  be¬ 
ing  a  day  to  fpare.  In  that  time, 
the  Americans  had  dedroyed  forty 
Indian  towns  ;  of  which,  Chi- 
nefee,  the  larged,  contained  128 
houfes  ;  but  the  others  bore  no 
proportion  as  to  fize.  It  feems, 
by  a  pafifage  in  Suilivan’s  letter, 
as  if  they  had  already  began  to  cad 
a  widful  eye  towards  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  that  fine,  and,  until  now, 
unexplored  country.  Sullivan 
gained  great  public  applaufe  by 
this  expedition,  and  received  tefti- 
monials  of  the  fulled  approbation 
and  warmed  aifeClion  from  his 
officers  and  army  ;  but  he  pur- 
chafed  thefe  gratifications  at  fhe 
expence  of  a  ruined  codditutfon, 
which  has  fince  redrained  him 
from  all  active  fervice. 

It  happened  about  this  feafon, 
that  the  baymen  on  the  Mufquito 
and  bay  of  Honduras  diores,  (as 
the  logwood  cutters  are  called) 
being  hard  preded,  and  in  great 
danger  from  the  Spaniards,  the 
governor  of  Jamaica  had  difpatch- 
ed  Captain  Dalrymple,  (com¬ 
mandant  of  a  new  corps  railed  in 
Ireland  for  the  fervice  of  that 
idand)  with  a  fmall  force  and  fome 
arms,  to  their  relief.  Admiral 
Sir  Peter  Parker  had  alfo  detached 
a  fmall  fquadron,  confiding  of  file 
Charon,  LowedofFe,  and  Pomona 
frigates,  with  the  Race-tlorfe 
fchooner,  under  the  conduct  of 
Captain  Luttrell,  of  the  Charon, 
as  commodore,  to  the  bay  of  Hon¬ 
duras,  in  order  to  intercept  fome 
Spanifh  regider  drips;  which, 
however,  efcaped  into  the  excel¬ 
lent  harbour,  and  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  drong  foftrefs  of  St. 
Fernando  de  Omoa,  where  they 
were  found  too  well  fecured  for 
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any  attack  by  Tea,  which  the  pre- 
fent  (mall  fquadron  was  capable  of 
making. 

In  the  intermediate  time,  five  or 
fix  hundred  Spaniards  had  arrived 
in  fmall  craft  at  St.  George’s  key, 
the  principal  fettlement  of  the 
baymen  on  the  coart  of  Honduras, 
which  they  plundered,  and -betides 
otherwife  treating  the  people  with 
great  barbarity,  fent  numbers  of 
them,  with  their  families,  as  pri¬ 
soners,  to  Merida.  It  happened, 
however,  that  by  various  fortu¬ 
nate  accidents,  by  the  arrival  of 
fuccours,  by  the  fpirit  of  enter- 
prize,  which  feems  in  a  particular 
manner  to  animate  thofe  who  have 
any  concern  on  that  coaft,  and  the 
exertions  of  feveral  bold  and  aCtive 
officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  that 
the  invaders  were  not  only  driven 
with  precipitation,  and  without 
perfecting  their  defign  of  defola- 
tion,  from  St.  George’s  key;  but 
that  the  fcattered  baymen  being 
eolle&ed,  thofe  who  were  lately 
refugees,  or  in  circumftances  of  im¬ 
minent  and  immediate  danger, 
not  fatisfied  with  an  efcape,  af- 
pired  to  adventure  and  conqueft. 

For  upon  the  expultion  of  the 
Spaniards  from  the  coart,  the  com¬ 
modore  had  the  fortune  to  fall  in 
.at  fea  with  the  Porcupine  {loop  of 
war,  with  Captain  Dairy  mp3  e, 
and  his  detachment'  of  the  loyal 
Irifh,  under  convoy.  Nothing 
could  have  been  more  opportune. 
The  commanders  immediately  de¬ 
termined  to  unite  their  forces,  in 
an  attack  by  fea  and  land  upon 
Omoa ;  a  bold  attempt  with  their 
force,  but  in  which  fuccefs  held 
out  a  profpeCt  of  throwing  the  gal¬ 
leons  (which  were  ftill  under  its 
fhelter)  into  their  hands. 

The  fortrefs  at  Omoa  fhould 
have  beep  exceedingly  ftrong,  if 


llrength  were  always  the  confe- 
quence  of  labour  and  expence. 
The  Spaniards  had  for  many  years 
been  employed  in  the  conrtruCtion 
of  the  works.  The  walls,  (the 
Hones  of  which  were  railed  in  the 
fea,  at  above  20  leagues  diftance) 
were  about  28  feet  high,  fur- 
rounded  by  a  deep  dry  ditch,  and 
the  parapets,  of  folid  Hone,  were 
18  feet  in  thicknefs.  It  was,  how¬ 
ever,  to  be  confidered  only  as  a 
fort  or  cartle  for  the  defence  of  the 
harbour,  the  town  itfelf  being  en¬ 
tirely  open.  Its  batteries  fhevved 
about  40  pieces  of  artillery  ;  but 
it  feems  to  have  been  deficient  in 
that  refpeCt,  as  well  as  in  point  cf 
garrifon. 

The  land  force  of  the  aflailants, 
by  the  junction  of  the  baymen, 
along  with  the  marines,  which 
were  entirely  given  by  the  com¬ 
modore  to  that  part  of  the  lervice, 
fomewhat  exceeded  500  men  ;  the 
defentive  force,  without  including 
the  [runaway  inhabitants,  was  not 
much  inferior  in  number. 

In.  advancing  to  Qa  ,, 
the  fort,  the  Eng- 
liffi  were  fo  much  annoyed  by  the 
fire  from  the  town,  on  their  left 
flank,  that  after  deliberating  an 
hour,  in  order  if  poffible  to  refrain 
from  the  meafure,  they  found 
themfelves  at  length  under  a  ne- 

O 

ceffity  of  letting  it  on  fire.  The 
commander  of  the  expedition  con- 
fidering,  that  any  thing  like  a  re¬ 
gular  liege  would  be  totally  betide 
his  purpofe  ;  that  fuch  a  meafure, 
befides  a  train  of  heavy  artillery, 
would  require  a  very  confiderable 
force,  as  well  to  withftand  the 
danger  from  without,  as  to  con¬ 
duct  the  operations  againrt;  the 
fort ;  and  that  his  fmall  party 
would  moulder  fall  away,  under 
the  incommodities  of  climate  and 
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conftant  fatigue,  determined  to 
place  his  truit  in  a  coup  de  ma  n, 
and  to  attempt  the  place  by  el- 
calade. 

Meafures  being  accordingly  con¬ 
certed  with  the  commodore,  the 
Pomona  was  towed  in  pretty  clofe 
to  the  fort  during  the  night,  and  the 
heavier  fhips  took  their  proper  Na¬ 
tions,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  com¬ 
mence  the  attack  on  their  fide  a- 
bout  three  in  the  morning  ;  giving 
a  fignal  twenty  minutes  before, 
which  was  to  direfl  that  from  the 
land.  In  the  mean  time,  150  men, 
in  four  columns  in  line,  and  car¬ 
rying  the  fcaling  ladders,  were 
moved  down  the  hill,  where  they 
lay  waiting  for  the  fignal.  That 
being  given,  they  advanced  in  the 
fame  lilence,  and  with  trailed 
arms,'  under  the  lire  of  their  own 
batteries  ;  which,  with  the  heavy 
cannonade  from  the  drips,  ferved 
to  deafen,  as  well  as  to  didradd  the 
enemy  ;  fo  that  they  paffed,  un- 
dilcovered  by  the  Spanifh  centries, 
to  the  very  entrance  of  the  ditch. 

There  they  were  difcovered,  and 
the  columns  feemed  for  a  moment 
to  hefitate  ;  but  in  dandy  recover¬ 
ing,  they  advanced  to  fix  their 
ladders  to  the  wall,  immediately 
under  a  battery  of  five  guns.  The 
fird  ladder  was  demoliihpd  by  the 
flank  guns  of  another  baflion,  and 
a  midfhipman  of  the  LoweltofFe 
killed,  and  feveral  wounded;  the 
other  ladders  were  damaged,  but 
fortunately  were  not  rendered  ufe- 
lefs.  Two  feamen  having  mount¬ 
ed  the  wall,  levelled  their  mufkets, 
without  firing,  at  a  body  of  above 
fixty  Spaniards,  and  fuch  was  the 
panic  and  condcrnation  that  pre¬ 
vailed,  that  they  kept  them  for 
fome  moments  in  awe,  and  even 
motionlefs,  while  their  friends 


were  afcending  the  ladders.  The 
garrifon,  notwithdanding  all  the 
efforts  of  their  officers,  fled  on  all 
Aides.  Above  a  hundred  efcaped 
over  the  wall  on  the  oppoflte  fide  ; 
but  the  greated  part  took  fhelter  in 
the  cafemates.  In  thefe  circum- 
dances,  the  governor  and  princi¬ 
pal  officers,  making  no  requed  but 
for  their  lives,  prefented  their 
fwords  and  keys  to  the  comman¬ 
dant,  with  a  furrender  of  the  fort, 
garrifon,  and  fhips. 

The  prifoners  amounted  to  355, 
rank  and  file,  befides  officers  and 
inhabitants.  The  treafure  had 
been  removed  from  the  caftle  on 
the  approach  of  the  Britifh  forces ; 
but  that  on  board  the  galleons, 
with  the  cargoes  of  other  velfels  in 
the  harbour,  and  the  value  of  the 
fhips  themfelves,  were  edimated 
at  about  three  millions  of  piaders, 
or  pieces  of  eight.  But  of  all  this, 
nothing  was  fo  feverely  felt,  or  fo 
real  a  lofs  to  the  Spaniards,  as 
that  of  250  quintals  of  quickfilver, 
newly  arrived  from  Old  Spain  ; 
a  commodity  fo  eflential  to  the  pu¬ 
rification,  and  to  the  reparation  of 
their  gold  and  fllver  ores  from 
other  bodies,  that  the  value  of 
their  mines  mud  depend  upon  its 
condant  fupply.  This,  therefore, 
they  offered  to  ranfom  at  almoft 
any  price ;  but  the  conquerors, 
preferring  the  public  good  to  their 
own  private  emolument,  would 
not  part  upon  any  terms  with  an 
article,  which,  though  of  no  great 
value  to  themfelves,  was  of  fuch 
immenfe  confequence  to  the  ene¬ 
my.  Upon  the  fame  principle, 
they  refufed  to  ranfom  the  callle, 
for  which  high  offers  were  likewife 
made,  and  left  a  garrifon  for  its 
defence  ;  although  their  generous 
views  were  frdtrated  in  this  re- 
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fpedt  by  its  fubfequent  lofs ;  a- 
rifing  more  from  the  unhealthinefs 
of  the  place,  than  from  any  power 
or  vigour  exerted  by  the  enemy 
in  its  recovery. 

The  condudl  of  the  commanders 
and  officers  by  fea  and  land  on  this 
fervice  was  in  all  its  parts  exem¬ 
plary.  Like  a  well  regulated  ma¬ 
chine,  nothing  was  inert  or  defi¬ 
cient.  The  naval  captains.  Pa-' 
kenham,  Nugent,  and  Parker, 
had  opportunities  of  being  diftin- 
yuiffied  in  various  cafes  of  diffi- 
culty  and  danger ;  and  Captain 
Carden,  of  the  6ot:h,  who  acted 
as  engineer,  acquired  no  lefs  cre¬ 
dit  in  his  department.  But  no¬ 
thing  afforded  more  praife,  or  re¬ 
dounded  more  to  the  honour  of 
commanders,  officers,  and  even 
private  individuals,  than  the  hu¬ 
manity  and  generofity  with  which 
they  treated  the  vanquifhed.  This 
will  appear  Hill  the  more  truly 
laudable,  when  the  recent  caufes 
of  irritation  and  refentment  which 
they  had  met  with  are  taken  into 
the  account. 

A  convention  was  concluded, 
between  the  Britifh  commanders 
on  the  one  fide,  and  the  Spanifh 
governor  and  officers  on  the  other, 
which  went  happily  to  the  re¬ 
demption  of  the  poor  baymen  and 
their  families,  who  had  been  late¬ 
ly  conveyed  to  Merida,  as  well  as 
other  Englifh,  and  forne  Mofquito 
Indians,  who  had  for  a  longer  or 
ihorter  time  been  in  a  date  of  im- 
prifonment  or  flavery.  The  go¬ 
vernor  and  garrifon  were  enlarged 
for  the  prefen  t,  as  prifoners  of 
war  upon  parole ;  but  bound  to 
return,  and  furrender  themfelves 
at  a  given  time,  if  the  conditions 
were  not  complied  with.  As  the 
averfion  of  the  Spaniards  to  the 
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baymen  is  well  known,  it  was 
thought  neceffary  to  retain  homa¬ 
ges  on  this  occafion.  And  as  a 
farther  fecurity,  the  church-plate 
and  religious  ornaments,  for  which 
all  ranfom  had  been  refuted,  was 
retained  as  a  depofit,  to  be  return¬ 
ed  freely  as  a  prefent  along  with 
the  holrages,  upon  the  due  per¬ 
form  artce  of  the  conditions. 

The  recital  of  any  act  of  mere 
courage,  however  extraordinary, 
in  a  Britifh  feaman,  would  appear 
rather  fuperfluous.  The  follow¬ 
ing  inflance  of  magnanimity,  how¬ 
ever  lingular,  is  in  its  circum- 
ftances  fo  truly  characfteriftic  of 
the  peculiar  manners,  ideas,  and 
generous  valour,  of  that  invalu¬ 
able  order  of  men,  that  we  can¬ 
not  reftrain  our  inclination  of  en¬ 
deavouring  to  preferve  it  from 
oblivion.  A  common  failor,  who 
fcrambled  fingly  over  the  wall, 
had,  for  the  better  annoyance,  on 
all  iides,  of  the  enemy,  armed 
himfelf  with  a  cutlafs  in  each  hand. 
Thus  equipped,  he  fell  in  with  a 
Spanifh  officer,  juft  roufed  from 
fieep,  and  who,  in  the  hurry  and 
confufion,  had  forgotten  his  fword. 
This  circumftance  reftrained  the 
fury  of  the  feaman  ;  who  difdain- 
ing  an  unarmed  foe,  but  unwil¬ 
ling  to  relinquifii  fo  happy  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  difplaying  his  cou¬ 
rage  in  lingle  combat,  prefented 
one  of  the  cutlaffes  to  him,  telling 
him  “  he  fcorned  any  advantage  ; 
you  are  ncvv  upon  a  footing  with 
me.”  The  aftonifhment  of  the 
officer  at  fuch  an  a  <ft  of  generofity, 
and  at  the  facility  with  which  a 
friendly  parley  took  place,  when 
he  expe&ed  nothing  lefs,  from  the 
uncouth  and  hoftile  appearance  of 
his  foe,  than  that  of  being  cut  in- 
ftantly,  and  without  pity  or  mercy, 
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Into  pieces,  could  only  be  ri¬ 
valled  by  the  admiration,  which 
his  relating  the  flory  excited  in 
his  countrymen. 

It  feems  remarkable,  that  Rear 
Admiral  Hyde  Parker,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  Admiral  Byron  in  the  com¬ 
mand  on  the  Leeward  Ifland  Na¬ 
tion,  fhould  not  have  received  any 
certain  intelligence  of  d’Eflaing’s 
departure  with  his  fleet  to  the  coall 
of  North  America,  until  fo  late 
as  the  24th  of  October,  when  he 
difcovered  it  by  the  capture  of  the 
Alcmena,  a  French  frigate  of  war. 
That  vigilant  commander,  well 
feconded  by  Rear  Admiral  Row- 
ley,  preferved  fo  decided  a  fupe- 
riority  over  M.  de  la  Motte  Pi¬ 
quet,  during  the  latter'  part  of 
that  year,  and  the  beginning  of 
the  enfuing,  that  they  not  only  fe- 
verely  diflrefled  the  French  trade, 
and  took  and  deftroyed  the  greater 
part  of  a  convoy  within  his  view 
at  Fort  Royal  9  but  that  he  had 


himfelf,  at  one  time,  a  narrow 
efcape  from  falling  into  their 
hands.  It  is  likevvile  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  in  honour  to  the  French 
commander,  that  by  fuddenly  flip¬ 
ping  his  cables,  putting  out  to  fea 
with  three  fhips,  and  with  great 
gallantry  and  dexterity  engaging 
the  foremoft  of  the  Britifli  fleet, 
and  again  retiring  under  his  bat¬ 
teries,  he  thereby  afforded  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  a  confiderable  part  of 
that  convoy  which  we  have  men¬ 
tioned  to  efcape.  It  was  upon 
that  occaficn,  that  the  brave  Cap¬ 
tain  Griffith,  of  the  Conqueror, 
in  purfuing  the  enemy  too  clofe 
upon  their  batteries,  was  unfortur 
nately  killed.  The  Britifh  com¬ 
manders  had  likewife  the  fortune 
to  intercept,  and  after  a  chace  of 
an  extraordinary  length  to  take, 
three  large,  heavy  metalled  French 
frigates,  which  were  on  their  re¬ 
turn  from  the  Savannah  to  Mar- 
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Rhode  IJland  evacuated.  Defign  againji  Nevo  York  frufirated  by  D’ F.fiaing’ s 
failure  at  Savannah .  Expedition  againji  Charles  Town.  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  lanas  with  the  army  in  South  Carolina  ;  takes  pojfejjion  of  the 
if lands  of  John  and  fames  ;  paffcs  AJhley  River  to  Charles  T own  Neck  ; 
fege  of  that  city.  Admiral  Arbuthnot  pafjes  the  Bar  with  dijfculty - 
American  and  French  marine  force  abandon  their  fiations ,  and  retire  to 
the  town,  where  mofl  of  the  former  are  funk  to  bar  a  pajfage.  The  ad¬ 
miral  pajfes  the  heavy  fire  of  the  fort  on  Sullivan’s  IJland ,  and  takes 
pojfejjion  oj  the  harbour.  General  Lincoln  fummoned  without  effect. 
State  of  the  defences  on  Charles  Town  Neck.  Colonel  Tarleton  cuts  off  a 
party  of  the  rebels.  CoL  IVebfier  pafi'es  Cooper  River  with  a  detach¬ 
ment,  by  which  the  city  is  clofely  invefied.  Lord  Cornwallis  takes  the 
command  on  that  jide.  Siege  preffed  with  great  vigour.  Admiral  Ar¬ 
buthnot  takes  Mount  P  leaf  ant,  and  reduces  Fort  Moultrie.  Tarleton  de¬ 
feats  and  defiro)s  the  rebel  cavalry.  Capitulation  of  Charles  Tovon . 
Garrifon,  artillery,  frigates,  &c.  Rebels  again  defeated  by  Tarleton, 
tit  Wi ax  aw.  Regulations  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
province.  Departure  for  New  York.  Earl  Cornwallis  reduces  the 
whole  colony.  UnexpeBed  danger  to  which  the  feverity  of  the  winter 
had  expofea  New  7  ork.  Gallant  defence  made  by  Capt.  Cornwallis, 
againji  a  French  Juperior  naval  force .  Three  naval  aBions  between 

Sir  George  Rodney,  and  M.  de  Guichsn ,  produBive  of  no  decifive  confie- 
qusnces.  Injur reBions  of  the  loyalifis  in  North  Carolina  quelled.  Baron 
de  Kalbe  marches  into  that  province  with  a  continental  force.  Is  follow¬ 
ed  by  Gen.  Gates ,  who  takes  the  chief  command.  State  of  affairs  in  the 
two  Carolina’s.  Battle  of  Camden.  Complete  viBory  gained  by  Lord 
Cornwallis .  Sumpter  routed  by  Tarleton . 


TH  E  appearance  and  conti¬ 
nuance  of  DJEflaing  on  the 
eoafl  of  North  America,  in  the 
autumn  of  the  year  1779,  necef- 
farily  fufpended  all  adlive  operas 
tions  on  the  fide  of  New  York  ; 
where  none  but  defenflve  meafures 
could  be  thought  of,  under  the 
well-founded  apprehenflon  of  a  for¬ 
midable  attack  by  fea  and  land, 
which  had  been  evidently  con¬ 
certed  between  that  commander 
and  General  Wafhington.  The 
latter  had  collected  a  Arong  force 
for  that  purpofe  in  the  Highlands, 
60  which  the  northern  colonies 


had  largely  contributed,  hoping 
to  end  the  war  by  one  decifive 
Aroke ;  and  being  in  poffeffion  of 
the  North  River,  the  cloud  feemed 
ready  to  break  upon  the  iflands, 
as  foon  as  the  French  fleet  flrould 
appear  in  fight ;  an  event  that  did 
not  feem  to  be  far  diftant,  as  it 
was  expected  on  both  fldes  by  the 
new  allies,  that  the  taking  of  the 
Savannah  could  be  little  more 
than  the  work  of  a  day  ;  and  that 
the  lucceis  could  not  only  infpire 
confidence,  but  even  afford  means, 
for  the  attainment  of  the  grand 
objefl. 


Under 
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Under  thefe  apparent  circum¬ 
stances  of  danger,  it  was  round 

O  7 

adviiable,  belides  adopting  every 
ether  means  of  a  vigorous  defence 
againft  a  greatly  fuperior  force,  to 
withdraw  the  garriion  and  marine 
from  Rhode  Iiland,  and  to  1'uffer 
that  place  to  fall  again  into  the 
hands  of  the  Americans. 

But  the  defeat  of  D’Eftaing, 
and  hill  more  the  lofs  of  time, 
which  attended  his  id  condu&ed 
enterprize,  having  totally  frui¬ 
trated  the  views  of  the  enemy, 
ferved  equally  to  extend  thole  of 
General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and 
of  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  to  active 
and  effective  fervice,  by  an  expe¬ 
dition  to  the  fouthern  colonies. 
Washington’s  army  was  already  in 
a  great  meafure  broken  up.  The 
auxiliaries  had  returned  home ; 
the  term  of  enliftment  of  a  great 
number  of  the  continental  Sol¬ 
diers  was  expired  ;  and  the  filling 
up  of  the  regiments,  by  waiting 
for  recruits  from  their  refpediive 
Rates,  mull:  neceffarily  be  a  work 
of  confiderable  time. 

South  Carolina  was  the  imme¬ 
diate  and  great  object  of  enter¬ 
prize.  Befides  the  numerous  be¬ 
nefits  to  be  immediately  derived 
from  the  poffeffion  'of  that  pro¬ 
vince  of  opulence  and  Staple  pro¬ 
duct,  and  the  unfpeakable  lofs 
which  it  would  occalion  to  the 
enemy,  its  fituation  rendered  it 
ltill  more  valuable  from  the  fe- 
curity  which  it  would  not  only 
afford  to  Georgia,  but  in  a  very 
confiderable  degree,  to  all  that 
fouthern  point  of  the  continent 
which  Stretches  beyond  it. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton’s  land  force 
being  now  whole  and  concen- 
trated  by  the  evacuation  of  Rhode 
ISland,  it  afforded  means  as  well 
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as  incitement  to  enterprize.  The 
army  was  likewife  in  excellent 
condition  ;  the  reinforcements  from 
England  had  not  been  impair¬ 
ed  by  any  fervice  ;  and  it  was 
abundantly  provided  with  artil¬ 
lery,  and  with  all  the  other  en¬ 
gines,  furnitare,  and  provision  of 
war.  Nor  was  the  naval  force  leis 
competent  to  its  purpofe  ;  there 
being  nothing  then  in  the  Ame¬ 
rican  feas,  w'hich  could  even  ven¬ 
ture  to  look  at  it.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  difiance  of  South  Ca¬ 
rolina,  from  the  center  of  force 
and  a&ion,  cut  it  off  from  all 
means  of  prompt  Support  in  any 
cafe ;  while  the  prefent  fiate  of 
the  American  army,  along  with 
many  circumftances  in  the  iitua- 
tion  of  their  public  affairs,  ren¬ 
dered  the  profpedt  of  any  time»- 
ly  or  effectual  relief  extremely 
faint. 

Although  every  thing  had  been 
for  Some  time  prepared  for  the 
expedition,  and  the  troops  even 
embarked,  yet  through  the  defeat 
of  any  certain  intffiigence,  as  to 
the  departure  of  DTTtaing  from 
the  coafi  of  North  America,  it 
was  not  until  within  a  few  days  of 

the  elefe  of  the  year,  , 

_  4  Dec.  26th. 

that  the  fleet  and  con¬ 
voy  proceeded  from  New  York. 
The  voyage  from  thence  to  the 
Savannah,  (where  they  did  not 
arrive  until  the  end  of  January) 
was  very  unprofperous.  Befides 
its  extreme  tediouinefs,  the  fea 
was  fo  rough,  and  the  weather  fo 
tempeftuous,  that  great  mifehief 
was  done  among  the  tranfports 
and  victuallers.  Several  were 
loll ;  others  difperfed  and  damag¬ 
ed  ;  a  few  were  taken  by  the 
Americans  ;  an  ordinance  Ship 
went  down,  with  all  her  itores ; 

and 
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and  almoft  all  the  horfes,  whether 
of  draught,  or  appertaining  to  the 
cavalry,  were  loft. 

From  Savannah,  the  fleet  and 
army  proceeded  before  the  middle 
of  February,  to  the  Inlet  or  har¬ 
bour  of  North  Edifto,  on  the  coaft 
of  South  Carolina,  where  the 
army  was  landed  without  oppo¬ 
sition  or  difficulty  ;  and  took  pof- 
feffion  with  equal  facility,  firft 
of  John’s  Ifland,  and  next,  that 
of  James,  which  ftretches  to  the 
South  of  Charles  Town  Harbour. 
We  have  already  had  occafton,  in 
our  account  of  Gen.  Frevoft’s  ex¬ 
pedition,  to  take  Some  notice  of 
the  geography  and  nature  of  this 
flat  and  infulated  country.  The 
army  afterwards,  by  throwing  a 
bridge  over  the  Wappoo  cut,  ex¬ 
tended  its  polls  on  the  mainland, 
to  the  banks  of  Aftiley  River,  be¬ 
tween  which  and  Cooper’s  River 
Charles  Town  Hands ;  the  ap¬ 
proach  to  it  being  called  the 
Neck. 

The  general  is  not  explicit  in 
bis  information,  as  to  the  nature 
pf  the  difficulties,  or  rather  wants, 
which  were  the  cade  of  detaining 
the  army  in  this  pofition,  until 
near  the  end  of  March  ;  he  Seem¬ 
ing  to  confider  thefe  circum- 
ftances  as  matters  already  well 
tmderftood  by  the  Secretary  of 
State.  We  only  learn,  that  a 
train  of  heavy  artillery  Supplied 
by  the  large  (hips  of  the  fleet, 
with  a  body  of  failors,  under  the 
condudt  of  Capt.  Elphinftone  of 
the  navy,  were  of  Singular  Ser¬ 
vice  in  the  profecution  of  the 
liege,  and  that  the  general  found 
it  neceflary  to  draw  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  from  Georgia,  which  joined 
him,  without  any  other  interrup¬ 
tion,  than  the  natural  difficulties 


of  the  country,  (which  were  not 
Small)  during  a  toilfome  march  of 
twelve  days. 

The  paffage  of  Mafch 

Afliley  River  was  ~ 

effected  with  great  1  '  ^°* 
facility,  thro’  the  aid  of  the  naval 
officers  and  Seamen,  with  their  boats 
and  armed  gallies  ;  and  the  army, 
with  its  artillery  and  ftores,  was 
landed  without  oppofltion  on 
Charles  Town  Neck.  On  the 
night  of  the  ift  of  April,  they 
broke  ground  within  800  yards  of 
the  enemy’s  works ;  and  in  a 
week,  their  guns  were  mounted 
in  battery. 

In  the  mean  time.  Admiral 
Arbuthnot  had  not  been  deficient 
in  his  endeavours  for  the  palling 
of  Charles  Town  Bar,  in  order 
effectually  to  Second  the  operations 
of  the  army.  For  this  purpofe 
he  drifted  his  flag  from  the  Eu- 
ropa  of  the  line,  to  the  Roe 
Buck  of  44  guns,  which,  with 
the  Renown  and  Romulus,  were 
lightened  of  their  guns,  provi¬ 
sions,  and  water  ;  the  lighter  fri¬ 
gates  being  capable  of  palling  the 
bar,  without  that  preparation. 
Yet  fo  difficult  was  the  talk  in 
any  ftate,  that  they  lay  in  that 
Situation,  expofed  on  an  open 
coaft,  in  the  winter  feafon,  to 
the  danger  of  the  feas,  and  to 
the  infults  of  the  enemy,  for 
above  a  fortnight,  before  a  pro¬ 
per  opportunity  offered.  The 
bar  was,  however,  then  palled 
(on  the  ' 20th  of  March)  without 
lofs  5  and  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour  gained  without  diffi¬ 
culty. 

The  enemy  had  a  considerable 
marine  force  in  the  harbour,  which 
might  have  been  expected  to  con¬ 
tribute  more  to  the  defence  of  th# 

town 
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town  and  paflage  than  it  a&ually 
did.  ^his  confifted  of  an  Ameri¬ 
can  (hip,  built  fince  the  troubles, 
and  pierced  for  60  guns,  but 
mounting  only  44  ;  of  (even  fri¬ 
gates  of  the  fame  country,  from 
32  to  16  guns;  with  a  French 
frigate  of  26  guns,  and  a  poiacre 
of  eighteen.  Thefe,  at  firrt,  up¬ 
on  tne  admiral’s  getting  over  the 
bar,  (hewed  a  diipofition  to  dif- 
pute  the  paffage  up  tne  river  ;  and 
accordingly,  they  were  moored 
with  fome  trmed  gallies,  at  a  nar¬ 
row  pals,  between  Sullivan’s  I  (land 
and  the  middle  ground,  in  a  po¬ 
rtion  which  would  have  enabled 
them  to  rake  his  fquadron  on  its 
approach  to  Fort  Moultrie. 

This  appearance  of  refolution, 
however,  gave  way  to  more  timid, 
and  it  fhould  fe  m,  lefs  wife  coun¬ 
cil.  For  abaidoning  every  idea  of 
reliftance,  and  leaving  the  fort  to 
its  own  fortune,  they  retired  to 
Charles-Tovvn  ;  wnere  moll  of  the 
fhips,  with  a  number  of  merchant 
veffels,  being  fitted  with  chevaux 
de  frize  on  their  decks,  were  lunk 
to  obitruft  the  channel  of  the  ri¬ 
ver  between  the  town  and  Shutes- 
Folly ;  thus  converting  a  living 
active  force  into  an  inert  machine. 
This  obrtacle  removed,  and  the 
fuccefs  of  the  attack  on  the  land 
fide  depending  almoft  entirely  on 
the  joint  operation  of  the  fleet, 
the  admiral  took  a  favourable  op¬ 
portunity  of  wind  and  water,  to 
pafs  the  heavy  batteries  of  Fort 
Moultrie,  on  Sullivan’s  Ifland  ;  fo 
much  celebrated  for  the  obftinate 
and  fuccefsful  defence,  which  we 
have  heretofore  feen,  it  made, 
againrt  the  long,  fierce,  and  bloody 
attack  of  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Par¬ 
ker, 


The  paflage  was  ef-  .  ..  . 

fedted,  under  a  fevere  ^ri  9*  * 
and  impetuous  fire,  with  lefs  lofs 
of  lives  than  could  have  been  well 
expected  ;  the  number  of  feamen 
killed  and  wounded  being  under 
thirty.  The  fleet,  however,  dif¬ 
fered  in  other  refpedts  from  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  ;  and  a  tranfport, 
with  fome  naval  (lores,  was  of  ne- 
ceflity  abandoned,  and  burnt.  But 
the  great  objedt  was  now  gained  ; 
they  were  in  pofleflion  of  the  har¬ 
bour,  and  took  (uch  effectual  mea- 
fures  for  blocking  up  or  fecuring 
the  various  inlets,  that  the  town 
was  little  lefs  than  completely  in¬ 
verted.  As  the  enemy  had  placed 
their  principal  trurt  in  the  defence  of 
the  paflage  up  the  river,  and  there¬ 
by  keeping  the  harbour  free,  and 
their  back  fecure,  nothing  could 
be  more  terrible  to  them  than  this 
fltuation  of  the  fleet ;  whereby 
their  defences  were  greatly  mul¬ 
tiplied,  their  attention  diverted 
from  the  land  fide,  and  their  means 
of  relief,  or  even  of  efcape,  con- 
(iderably  rtraitened. 

In  this  ftate  of  things,  the  bat¬ 
teries  ready  to  be  opened ;  the 
commanders  by  fea  and  land  fent 
a  joint  fummons  to  General  Lin¬ 
coln,  who  commanded  in  Charles- 
Town  ;  holding  out  the  fatal  con- 
fequences  of  a  cannonade  and 
dorm,  dating  the  prefent,  as 
the  only  favourable  opportunity 
for  preferving  the  lives  and  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
warning  the  commander  that  he 
fhould  be  refponfible  for  all  thofe 
calamities  which  might  be  the 
fruits  of  his  obftinacy.  Lincoln 
anfwered,  that  the  fame  duty  and 
inclination  which  had  prevented 
him  from  abandoning  Charles- 
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Town,  during  fixty  days  know¬ 
ledge  of  their  hoitile  intentions, 
operated  now  with  equal  force,  in 
prompting  him  to  defend  it  to  the 
laff  extremity. 

The  defences  of  Charles-Tovvn, 
cm  the  neck,  were,  for  their  nature 
and  Handing,  very  confiderabie. 
They  confifted  of  a  chain  of  re¬ 
doubts,  lines,  and  batteries,  ex¬ 
tending  from  one  river  to  the 
other ;  and  covered  with  an  artil¬ 
lery  of  eighty  cannon  and  mor¬ 
tars.  In  the  front  of  either  flank, 
the  works  were  covered  by  fwamps, 
originating  from  the  opponte  ri¬ 
vers,  and  tending  towards  the  cen¬ 
ter  ;  through  which  they  were  con¬ 
nected  by  a  canal  palling  from  one 
to  the  other.  Between  thefe  out¬ 
ward  impediments  and  the  works, 
were  two  flrong  rows  of  abhatis, 
the  trees  being  buried  flanting  in 
the  earth,  fo  that  their  heads  fac¬ 
ing  outwards,  formed  a  kind  of 
fraize-work  againft  the  affailants ; 
and  thefe  were  farther  fecured,  by 
a  ditxh  double  picketted.  In  the 
center,  where  the  natural  defences 
were  unequal  to  thofe  on  the 
flanks,  a  horn-work  of  mafonry 
had  been  conftruCted,  as  well  to  re¬ 
medy  that  defeat  as  to  cover  the 
principal  gate  ;  and  this  during  the 
flege  had  been  clofed  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  render  it  a  kind  of 
citadel,  or  independent  fort. 

The  fiege  was  carried  on  with 
great  vigour  ;  the  batteries  were 
foon  perceived,  to  acquire  a  fuperi- 
ority  over  thofe  of  the  enemy  ;  and 
the  works  were  pufhed  forward^ 
with  unremitted  induftry.  Soon 
after  the  middle  of  April,  the  fe- 
,  cond  parallel  was  complet- 
'  *  ed  ;  the  approaches  to  it  fe- 
eured ;  and  it  was  carried  within 
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450  yards  of  the  main  works  of 
the  beheged.  Major  Moncrieffe, 
who  had  gained  lo  much  honour 
in  the  defence  of  the  Savannah, 
acquired  no  lefs  applaufe ,  from  the 
very  fuperior  and  maflerly  manner 
in  which  he  conducted  the  offenfive 
operations  of  the  prefen t  fiege. 

The  town  had  kept  its  commu¬ 
nication  open  with  the  country, 
on  the  farther  fids  of  Cooper 's 
river,  for  fome  time  after  it  had 
been  invefted  on  other  fides  by  the 
fleet  and  army  ;  and  fome  bodies  of 
militia  cavalry  and  infantry  began 
to  aflemble  on  the  higher  parts  of 
that  river,  who  being  in  poiTeifion 
of  the  bridges,  might  at  leak  have 
become  troublefome  to  the  forag¬ 
ing  parties,  if  not  capable  of  dis¬ 
turbing  the  operations  of  the  ar¬ 
my.  The  general,  as  foon  as  his 
Situation  would  permit,  detached 
1400  men  under  Lieutenant-colo¬ 
nel  Webfler,  in  order  to  ftrike  at 
this  corps  which  the  enemy  were 
endeavouring  to  form  in  the  held, 
to  break  in  upon  their  remaining 
communications,  and  to  feize  the 
principal  paffes  of  the  country. 
On  this  expedition  Lieutenant-co¬ 
lonel  Tarleton,  at  the  head  of  a 
corps  of  cavalry,  and  feeonded  by 
Major  Fergufon’s  light  infantry 
and  markfmen,  afforded  a  flriking 
fpecimen  of  that  aCtive  gallantly, 
and  of  thofe  peculiar  military  ta¬ 
lents,  which  have  fince  fo  highly 
diftinguifhed  his  character.  With 
a  very  inferior  force,  he  furpriied, 
defeated,  and  almoft  totally  cut 
off  the  rebel  party ;  and  having 
thereby  gained  poffeffion  of  Big¬ 
gin's  Bridge  on  the  Cooper  River, 
opened  the  way  to  Colonel  Web- 
fter  to  advance  nearly  to  the  head 
of  the  Wandoo  River,  and  to  oc¬ 
cupy 
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cupy  the  paffes  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  to  lhut  Charles-Town  up  en¬ 
tirely. 

As  the  arrival  of  a  large  rein¬ 
forcement  from  New  York,  en¬ 
abled  the  general  conliderably  to 
Ibrengthen  the  corps  under  Web- 
iter,  fo  the  importance  of  the  fi¬ 
xation  induced  Earl  Cornwallis 
to  take  the  command  on  that  fide 
of  Cooper’s  River.  Under  the 
conduCt  of  this  nobleman,  Tarle- 
ton  attacked,  defeated,  and  ruined 
another  body  of  cavalry,  which 
the  enemy  had  with  infinite  diffi¬ 
culty  colleCled  together. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  befiegers 
had  completed  their  third  parallel, 
which  they  carried  clofe  to  the  re¬ 
bel  canal ;  and  by  a  lap,  pufhed  to 
the  dam  which  fupplied  it  with 
water  on  the  right,  they  had 
drained  it  in  feveral  parts  to  the 
bottom.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
admiral,  who  had  confantiy  pref- 
fed  and  difreffed  the  enemy,  in 
every  part  within  his  reach,  hav¬ 
ing  taken  the  fort  at  Mount  Piea- 
fant,  acquired  from  its  vicinity, 
and  the  information  of  the  defert- 
ers  which  it  encouraged,  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  hate  of  the  gar- 
rifon  and  defences  of  Fort  Moul¬ 
trie,  in  Sullivan’s  Uland.  In  pur- 
fuance  of  this  information,  and 
determined  not  to  weaken  the 
operations  of  the  army,  he  land¬ 
ed  a  body lof  feamen  and  marines, 
in  order  to  form  the  place  by  land, 
while  the  flips  battered.it  in  every 
poffible  direction.  In  thefe  cir- 
cumfances,  the  garrifon  (amount¬ 
ing  to  fomething  more  than  200 
men)  feeing  the  imminent  danger 
to  which  they  were  expofed,  and 
feniible  of  the  impoffibility  of  re¬ 
lief,  were  glad,  by  a  capitulation. 


to  furrender  themfelves  **  , 

prifoners  of  war.  ^  ?th- 

Thus  enclofed  on  every  fide, 
and  driven  to  its  lalfc  defences,  the 
general  wilhing  to  preferve  Charles 
Town  from  defru&ioft,  and  to 
prevent  that  effufion  of  human 
blood,  which  mull  be  the  inevit¬ 
able  confequence  of  a  form,  open¬ 
ed  a  correspondence  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  with  Lincoln,  for  the 
purpofe  of  a  furrender.  But  the 
conditions  demanded  by  that  com¬ 
mander  being  deemed  higher  than 
his  prefent  circurnfances  and  fix¬ 
ation  entitled  him  to,  they  were 
reje&ed,  and  hofilities  renewed. 
The  batteries  on  the  third  parallel 
were  then  opened,  and  fo  great  a 
fuperiority  of  fire  obtained,  that 
the  befiegers  were  enabled  under 
it  to  gain  the  counterfcarp  of  the 
out-work  which  flanked  the  canal ; 
which  they  likevvife  palled ;  and 
then  pufhed  on  their  works  direct¬ 
ly  towards  the  ditch  of  the  place. 

The  objections  to  the  late  con¬ 
ditions  required  by  Gen.  Lincoln, 
went  principally  to  fome  flip  il¬ 
lations  in  favour  of  the  citizens 
and  militia  ;  but  the  prefent  fate 
of  danger  having  brought  thofe 
people  to  acquiefce  in  their  be¬ 
ing  relinquifhed,  as  the  price  of 
fecurity,  that  commander  accord-  v 
ingly  propofed  to  furrender  upon 
the  terms  which  were  then  offered* 
The  Britifh  commanders,  befides 
their  averfenefs  to  the  cruel  extre¬ 
mity  of  a  form,  were  not  difpofed 
to  prefs  to  unconditional  fubmif- 
fion,  an  enemy  whom  they  wifhed 
to  conciliate  by  clemency.  They 
granted  now  the  fame  conditions 
which  they  had  before  A/r  . 

offered;  and  the  capi-  ,lth' 

tulation  was  accordingly  figned. 

The 
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The  garrifon  were  allowed  ibme 
of  the  honours  of  war  ;  but  they 
were  not  to  uncafe  their  colours, 
nor  their  drums  to  beat  a  Britifh 
anarch.  The  continental  troops 
and  feamen  were  to  keep  their 
baggage,  and  to  remain  prifoners 
of  war  until  they  were  exchanged. 
The  militia  were  to  be  permitted 
to  return  to  their  refpedlive  homes, 
as  prifoners  on  parole  ;  and  while 
they  adhered  to  their  parole,  were 
not  to  be  molefted  by  the  Britifh 
troops  in  perfon  or  property.  The 
citizens  of  all  forts  to  be  conlider- 
ed  as  prifoners  on  parole  ;  and  to 
hold  their  property  on  the  fame 
terms  with  the  militia.  The  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  army  and  navy  to  re¬ 
tain  their  fervants,  fwords,  piftols, 
and  their  baggage,  unfearched. 
Horfes  were  refufed,  as  to  carry¬ 
ing  them  out  of  Charles  Town  ; 
but  they  were  allowed  to  difpofe 
of  them  in  the  town. 

Seven  general  officers,  ten  con¬ 
tinental  regiments,  and  three  bat¬ 
talions  of  artillery,  became  pri¬ 
foners  upon  this  occasion.  The 
whole  number  of  men  in  arms  who 
were  taken,  including  town  and 
country  militia  and  French,  a- 
mounted  to  5611,  exclufive  of 
near  a  thoufand  feamen.  The 
number  of  rank  and  file,  which 
appear  on  this  lift,  bear  no  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  clouds  of  com  million 
and  non-commiffion  officers,  which 
exceed  nine  hundred.  The  thin- 
nefs  of  the  continental  repiments 

o 

accounts  partly  for  this  circum- 
ftance ;  it  appearing  from  Lin¬ 
coln’s  return  to  congrefs,  that  the 
whole  number  of  men  of  every 
fort,  included  in  fo  many  regi¬ 
ments  and  battalions,  at  the  time 
of  the  furrender,  did  not  amount 
to  quite  2500.  He  boafts  in  that 


letter,  that  he  loft  only  twenty 
men  by  defertion,  in  fix  weeks  be¬ 
fore  the  furrender. 

As  the  liege  was  not  productive 
of  laliies  or  defpe-ate  Hi  aults# 
which  were  in  a  conlidera  fte  de¬ 
gree  prevented  by  .  lituation  and 
the  nature  of  the  works,  the  lofs 
of  men  was  not  great  cn  either 
fide,  and  was  not  very  unequally 
ftiared.  A  prodigious  artillery 
was  taken  ;  amounting,  oi  every 
fort,  and  including  thole  In  the 
forts  and  Blips,  to  conMerably 
more  than  400  pieces.  Of  thefe, 
31 1  were  found  in  Charles  Town 
only.  Three  ftout  rebel  frigates, 
one  French,  and  a  polacre  of  16 
guns,  of  the  fame  nation,  which 
efcaped  the  operation  of  being 
funk  to  bar  the  river,  fell  like- 
wife  into  the  hands  of  the  vidlors. 

The  Carolinians  complained 
greatly  of  their  not  being  properly 
affifted  by  their  neighbours,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  Virginians,  in  this 
long  and  arduous  ftruggle.  If  the 
complaint  is  at  ail  founded,  it  can 
only  relate  to  the  not  fending  of 
reinforcements  to  the  garrifon  be¬ 
fore  the  city  was  clofely  invefted ; 
for  the  fouthern  colonies  poffefted 
no  force,  which  was  in  any  degree 
equal  to  the  railing,  or  even  to  the 
much  incommoding  of  the  fiege. 
Nor  does  it  feem  that  the  augmen¬ 
tation  of  the  garrifon  would  have 
anfwered  any  effectual  purpofe. 
At  the  commencement  of  the 
fiege,  an  American  lieutenant-co¬ 
lonel,  of  the  name  of  Hamilton 
Ballendine,  having  the  fortune  of 
being  detected  in  his  attempt  to 
pais  to  the  Englilh  camp  at  night, 
with  draughts  of  the  town  and 
works,  immediately  fuffered  the 
unpitied  death  of  a  traitor. 

The  molt  rapid  and  brilliant 

fuccefs 
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fuccefs  now  attended  every  exer¬ 
tion  of  the  Britifh  arms ;  Lord 
Cornwallis,  on  his  march  up  the 
north  fide  of  the  great  Santee 
river,  having  received  intelli¬ 
gence  that  the  remaining  force  of 
the  rebels  were  colle&ed  near  the 
borders  of  North  Carolina,  dif. 
patched  Colonel  Tarleton,  with 
the  cavalry,  and  a  new  corps  of 
light  infantry,  called  the  Legion, 
mounted  on  horfeback,  in  order  to 
rout  and  difperfe  that  body,  be¬ 
fore  it  could  receive  any  addition 
of  force  from  the  neighbouring 
colonies. 

The  enemy  being  at  fo  great  a 
diftance,  as  not  to  apprehend  al- 
moft  the  poffibility  of  any  near 
danger,  had  confidered  other  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  convenience  more, 
than  the  means  of  fecuring  a  good 
retreat,  in  their  choice  of  fitua- 
tion.  No  fuch  negligence  could 
pafs  unpunifhed,  under  any  cir- 
cumftance  of  diflance,  with  fuch 
an  enemy  as  they  had  now  to  en¬ 
counter.  Colonel  Tarleton,  up¬ 
on  this  occafion,  exceeded  even 
his  own  ufual  celerity  ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  marched  105  miles  in  54  hours, 

,,  ,  presented  himfelf  lud- 

May  20th.  j  t  j  o 

1  y  denly  and  unexpect¬ 
edly,  at  a  place  called  Waxfaw, 
before  an  aftonilhed  and  difpirited 
enemy.  They,  however,  pofi- 
tively  rejected  the  conditions 
which  were  offered  them,  of  fur¬ 
rendering  upon  the  fame  terms 
with  the  garrifon  of  Charles 
Town.  The  attack  was  highly 

fpirited  ;  the  defence,  notwith- 

ftanding  the  cover  of  a  wood,  faint ; 
and  the  ruin  complete.  Above 

loo  were  killed  on  the  fpot ;  a- 
bout  150  fo  badly  wounded  as  to 
be  unable  to  travel,  and  about  50 
brought  away  prifoners.  Their 


colours,  baggage,  with  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  artillery  of  the 
louthern  army,  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  vidtors.  The  lofs  on  their 
fide,  though  the  rebels  were  fupe- 
rior  in  number,  was  very  trifling- 

After  this  fuccefs,  there  was 
nothing  to  refill  the  arms  of  Lord 
Cornwallis  ;  and  the  reduction  of 
that  extenfive  colony  of  South 
Carolina  was  deemed  fo  com¬ 
plete,  at  the  time  of 
Sir  Henry  Clinton’s 
departure,  on  returning  to  his  go¬ 
vernment  of  New  York,  that  he 
informs  the  American  minifler  in 
his  letter,  that  there  were  few  men 
in  the  province,  who  were  not  either 
prifoners  to,  or  in  arms  with,  the 
Britifh  forces  ;  and  he  cannot  re- 
ftrain  his  exultation,  at  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  inhabitants  who  came 
in  from  every  quarter,  to  teffify 
their  allegiance,  and  to  offer  their 
fervices,  in  arms,  in  fupport  o£ 
his  Majefty’s  government  ;  and 
who,  in  many  inflances,  had 
brought  as  prifoners  their  former 
oppreffors  or  leaders. 

That  commander  accordingly, 
in  fettling  the  affairs  and  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  province,  adopted  a 
fcheme  of  obliging  it  to  contribute 
largely  to  its  own  defence  ;  and 
even  to  look  forward,  in  prefent 
exertion,  to  future  fecurity,  by 
taking  an  adtive  fhare  in  the  fup- 
preffion  of  the  rebellion  on  its  bor¬ 
ders.  In  this  view,  he  feemed  to 
admit  of  no  neutrals ;  but  that 
every  man,  who  did  not  avow 
himfelf  an  enemy  to  the  Britifh. 
government,  fhould  take  an  adtive 
part  in  its  fupport.  On  this  prin¬ 
ciple,  all  perfons  were  expected  to 
be  in  readinefs  with  their  arms  at 
a  moment’s  warning ;  thofe  who 
had  families,  to  form  a  militia  for 

the 
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the  home  defence  ;  but  thofe  who 
had  none,  to  ferve  with  the  royal 
forces,  for  any  fix  months  of  the 
enfuing  twelve,  in.  which  they 
might  be  called  upon,  to  aSIift 
4t  in  driving  their  rebel  oppref- 
fors,  and  all  the  miferies  of  war, 
far  from  the  province. 39  Their 
fervice  was,  however,  limited,  be¬ 
sides  their  own  province,  to  North 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  beyond  the 
boundaries  of  which  they  were  not 
to  be  marched ;  and,  after  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  limited  term,  they 
were  to  be  free  from  all  future 
military  claims  of  fervice,  except¬ 
ing  their  local  militia  duties.  So 
warm  were  the  hopes  of  fuccefs 
then  formed,  that  a  few  months 
were  thought  equal  to  the  fubju- 
gation  of,  at  lealt,  that  part  of 
the  continent. 

This  fyftem,  of  fubdaing  one 
part  of  the  Americans  by  the 
other  ;  and  of  establishing  fuch  an 
internal  force  in  each  fubjugated 
colony,  as  would  be  nearly,  if 
not  entirely,  equal  to  its  future 
prefervation  and  defence,  had 
been  often  held  out,  and  much 
fuggehed  in  England,  as  exceed- 
ingly  practicable  ;  and  indeed,  as 
requiring  only  adoption  to  infure 
its  fuccefs.  And  our  preceding 
commanders  on  the  American  Ser- 
vice  had  fuffered  much  obloquy  and 
bitternefs  of  reproach,  for  their 
fuppofed  negligence,  in  not  pro¬ 
fiting  of  means  which  were  repre¬ 
sented  as  fo  obvious,  and  which, 
as  it  was  faid,  would  have  been  fo 
fortunately  decifive  with  refpeCt  to 
the  war. 

The  wifdom  of  the  meafure  in 
queftion  depended  entirely  upon 
the  number  of  perfons  in  the  re- 
fpedtive  colonies  attached  to  the 
British  government®  It  certainly 
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became  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and 
his  noble  fucceffor,  to  ufe  every 
method  their  genius  fuggefted  to 
them,  for  -Securing  or  extending 
their  conquefls ;  but  the  Suceefs 
of  the  meafure  in  a  partial  expe¬ 
riment  has  been  fuch,  as  will  jus¬ 
tify  other  commanders  for  not 
placing  an  intire  and  general  de¬ 
pendence  upon  aSTurances  of  fa¬ 
vourable  difpofitions  in  the  colo- 
nii'ts,  extorted  under  the  influence 
of  fear,  which  have  every  where 
proved  entirely  delufive. 

The  departure  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  from  New  York  had  ex- 
pofed  that  city  to  an  apparent 
danger  upon  the  oufet  of  his  ex¬ 
pedition,  which,  as  it  could  not 
poffibly  have  been  foreseen,  no 
wifdom  could  provide  againft.— 
A  winter,  unequalled  in  that  cli¬ 
mate  for  its  length  and  fe verity, 
had  deprived  New  York,  and  the 
adjoining  iflands,  of  all  the  de¬ 
fensive  benefits  of  their  infular 
Situation  ;  and  while  it  alfo  de¬ 
prived  them  of  their  naval  pro¬ 
tection,  expofed  that  protection 
itfelf  to  an  equal  degree  of  dan¬ 
ger.  The  North  river,  with  the 
Straits  and  channels  by  which 
they  are  divided  and  furrounded, 
were  every  where  cioathed  with 
ice  of  fuch  a  Strength  and  thick- 
nefs,  as  would  have  admitted  the 
pafFage  of  armies,  with  their 
heaviest  carriages  and  artillery  ; 
fo  that  the  iflands,  and  the  ad¬ 
joining  countries,  prefented  to  the 
view,  and  in  efFedt,  one  whole  and 
unbroken  continent. 

In  this  alarming  change,  fo  fud 
denly  wrought  in  the  nature  of 
the  fituation.  Major  General  Pat- 
tifon,  who  commanded  at  New 
York,  with  the  Heflian  General 
Knyphaufen,  and  other  officers  on 
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that  flation,  took  the  moll  pru¬ 
dential  and  fpeedy  meafures  for 
the  common  defence.  All  orders 
of  men  in  New  York  were  embo¬ 
died,  armed  and  officered ;  and, 
including  about  1500  feamen,  a- 
mounted  to  fomething  near  6000 
men.  The  officers  and  crews  of 
the  royal  frigates,  wfyich  were 
locked  up  in  the  ice,  undertook 
the  charge  of  a  redoubt ;  and  thofe 
of  the  tranfports,  victuallers,  and 
merchantmen,  were  armed  with 
pikes,  for  the  defence  of  the  wharfs 
and  fhipping. 

It,  however,  happened  fortu¬ 
nately,  that  General  Wafhington 
was  in  no  condition  to  profit  of 
this  unlooked  for  event.  The 
fmall  army  which  remained  with 
him,  hutted  at  Morris-Town,  was 
inferior  in  flrength  to  the  royal 
military  defenfive  force,  exclusive 
of  the  armed  inhabitants  and  mi¬ 
litia.  He,  notwithflanding,  made 
fuch  movements  and  preparations, 
as  fufficiently  indicated  defign,  and 
afforded  caufe  for  alarm.  An  in¬ 
effective  attempt  was  even  made 
by  Lord  Stirling,  with  2700  men 
and  fome  artillery,  upon  Staten 
Ifland.  But  he  continued  on  the 

V 

ifland  only  one  day,  and  retreated 
in  the  night.  In  a  number  of 
fmall  fkirmifhes  and  enterprises, 
which  took  place  during  the  win¬ 
ter,  the  Britifh  forces  had  conti¬ 
nually  the  advantage. 

During  thefe  tranfaCtions  in 
North  America,  Captain  Corn¬ 
wallis,  on  the  Jamaica  flation, 
acquired  great  honour,  by  the 
gallant  defence  which  he  made 
with  a  very  inferior  force,  againft 
M.  de  la  Motte  Piquet,  who  was 
himfelf  wounded  in  the  aClion. 
Being  on  a  cruize  off  Monte  Chrif- 
ti,.  in  his  own  {hip,  the  Lion,  of 
Vol.  XXIII. 


<4  guns,  with  the 
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Briflol  of  50,  and 
the  Janus  Of  44,  he  fell  in  with, 
and  was  chaced  by  the  French 
commander,  who  had  four  74  gun. 
fhips  and  two  frigates.  /The  ene¬ 
my  came  within  cannon  fhot  by 
five  in  the  evening,  and  a  running 
fight  was  maintained  through  the 
whole  night,  without  the  enemy’s 
venturing  to  come  alongfide, 
which  it  was  in  their  power  to  do. 
In  the  morning,  the  Janus  being 
a  good  deal  difabled,  and  at  fome 
diftance,  the  Lion  and  Briflol, 
through  the  defeCt  of  wind,  were 
obliged  to  be  towed  by  their  boats 
to  .her  affiilance.  This  brought 
on  a  general  engagement,  which 
lafled  between  two  and  three  hours, 
and  in  which  the  enemy  fuffered 
fo  much,  that  they  were  obliged 
to  lie  by  to  repair.  They,  how¬ 
ever,  renewed  the  purfuit,  and 
continued  it  during  the  night, 
without  coming  within  gun  fhot. 
But  the  appearance  of  the  Ruby 
man  of  war,  of  6^.  guns,  with  two 
Britifh  frigates,  in  the  morning  of 
the  third  day,  fuddenly  changed 
the  face  of  things.  The  French 
commander  was  now,  notwith- 
flanding  the  fuperiority  of  force; 
which  he  flill  retained,  chaced  in 
turn,  and  purfued  for  feveral 
hours,  with  the  utmofl  exultation 
and  triumph  by  the  Britifh  com¬ 
manders. 

Sir  George  Rodney  had  arrived 
at  St.  Lucia,  and  taken  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  fleet  upon  the  Lee¬ 
ward  Ifland  flation,  by  the  latter 
end  of  March.  Juft  previous  to' 
his  arrival,  M.  de  Guichen,  with 
25  fliips  of  the  line,  and  eight  fri¬ 
gates,  all  full  of  troops,  had  pa¬ 
raded  for  feveral  days  before  that 
ifland,  with  a  view  either  of  fur- 
[/^]  prize* 
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prize,  or  of  overwhelming  the 
Britilh  force  by  their  great  fupe- 
riority.  The  good  difpofltion  of 
the  troops  made  by  Gen,  V  aughan, 
and  Of  the  Blips  by  Rear  Admiral 
Parker,  however,  fruitrated  their 
deflgh  in  both  refpeds. 

This  vifit  was  foon  returned  by 
Sir'  George  Rodney,  who  with  20 
Ihips  of  the  line,  and  the  Centu¬ 
rion  of  50'  guns,  for  two  days  in¬ 
cited  M.  de  Guichen  in  Fort 
Royal  harbour  in  Martinique,  go¬ 
ing  fo  clofe  at  times,  as  to  be  able 
to  count  all  the  enemy’s  guns,  and 
Being  even  within  random  (hot  or 
their  batteries-  Nothing  being 
able,  not withftan ding  his  fupe- 
Triority,  to  draw  the  brench.com- 
uander  out  to  an  engagement,  the 
Britiih  Admiral  found  it  neceffary 
to  depart  with  the  bulk  of  the  fleet 
to  Grofs  Met  Bay  in  St.  Lucia, 
leaving  a  iquadron  of  copper  bot¬ 
tomed  Blips  to  watch  the  motions 
of  the  enemy,  fold  to  give  him 
the  earlieA  poffibie  notice  or  their 
.  attempting  to  fail. 

Things  hung  in  this  Bate  until 
the  middle  of  April,  when  the 
French  Beet  put  to  fea  in  the 
night,  and  were  fo  ipeedily  pur- 
foe  d  by  Sir  George  Rodney,  that 
he  came  in  fight  of  them  on  the 
following  day.  A  general  chace 
took  place ;  and  all  the  manoeuvres 
of  the  enemy  during  the  night, 
clearly  indicating  their  full  inten¬ 
tion  of  avoiding  an  engagement, 
their  motions  were  counteracted 
with  great  ability  by  the  Britilh 
commander. 

On  the  fucceeding  morning,  a 
very  extraordinary  degree  of  /kill 
and  judgment  in  leamanlhip  feems 
to  have  b^en  dilplayed  on  both 
fides ;  the  evolutions  on  each  be- 


fo  rapid  and  various,  as  to  re- 


quir6  the  moll  watchful  attention 
on  the  other  to  prevent  difadvan- 
tage.  The  French  fleet  were  con- 
fxderably  fuperior  in  force ;  a~ 
mounting  to  23  fail  of  the  line, 
and  a  50  gun  Blip.  The  Englilh 
fleet,  as  before,  confifled  of  ,20  of 
the  line,  and  the  Centurion.  The 
van  was  led  by  Rear  Admiral 
Hyde  Parker ;  the  center,  by  the 
commander  in  chief;  and  the  rear 
diviflon,  by  Rear  Admiral  Rowley. 

A  little  before  one  A  u  th, 
o  clock,  the  French  r  ‘ 
were  brought  to  action  by  fome  of 
the  headmofl  Ihips  ;  and  about  that 
hour.  Sir  G.  Rodney,  in  the  Sand¬ 
wich,  of  90  guns,  commenced  the 
a&ion  in  the  center.  After  beating 
three  French  Ihips  out  of  the  line, 
the  Sandwich  was  at  length  en¬ 
countered  alone,  by  M.  de  Gui¬ 
chen,  in  the  Couronne  of  the  fame 
force,  and  fupported  by  his  two 
feconds,  the  Fendant  and  Tri- 
foimphant.  It  feems  little  lefs  than 
wonderful,  that  the  Sandwich  not 
only  fuflained  this  unequal  combat 
for  an  hour  and  half,  but  at  length, 
obliged  the  French  commander, 
with  his  two  feconds,  to  bear  away, 
whereby  their  line  of  battle  was 
totally  broken  in  the  center.  This 
happened  at  a  quarter  pa  A  four 
o’clock,  when  the  enemy  feemed 
to  be  compleatly  beaten.  But  the 
great  diAance  of  the  BritiBi  van 
and  rear  from  the  center,  with  the 
crippled  condition  of  leveral  of  the 
Blips,  and  the  particularly  danger¬ 
ous  Bate  of  the  Sandwich,  which,  for 
the  fucceeding  24  hours,  was  with 
difficulty  kept  above  water,  render-  ' 
ed  it  impoffible  to  make  the  viflory 
complete  by  an  immediate  purfuit. 

The  circumAances  of  this  ac¬ 
tion  were  never  well  explained  or 
under  Aood.  The  public  letter 
,  ,  '  7  from 
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from  the  commander  in  chief, 
which  was  publilhcd  in  the  Ga¬ 
zette,  teems  with  implied  cen- 
fure  againll:  his  officers  in  general, 
without  the  fmallelV  praife  or  ap¬ 
probation  of  any  one,  excepting  the 
captain  of  a  frigate.  It  was  laid, 
that  his  fignals  were  treated  with 
contempt  and  difobeyed  ;  and  he 
feems  himfelf  to  convey  a  charge 
again!!  l'ome,  of  not  engaging  clofe- 
ly.  It  is  certain,  that  a  few  of  the 
lhips  fuftered  none,  or  very  little 
lols ;  whilft  feveral  others  were 
great  fufferers.  If  we  recoiled 
rightly,  one  captain  was  broke, 
or  at  leaft  put  under  arreft,  and 
his  lhip  given  to  another  officer  ; 
nor  are  we  fure,  that  more  than 
one  court  martial  was  not  held. 
On  the  other  hand,  Sir  George 
Rodney  paffes  high  encomiums 
on  the  French  admiral,  and  is 
not  more  fparing  in  his  commen¬ 
dations  of  the  gallantry  of  his 
officers. 

The  affair  feemed  fo  dark  and 
myfterious  at  home,  that  /it 
brought  out  a  motion  in  the  Houfe 
of  Peers  on  the  3d  of  the  following 
June,  from  Lord  St.  John  (whole 
brother  or  near  relation  had  been 
killed,  gallantly  fighting  in  the 
aftion)  for  papers,  tending  to  an 
enquiry  into  the  fubjed.  Upon 
that  occafion,  a  noble  military 
earl,  read  a  letter  in  his  place, 
which  he  faid  he  had  received 
from  an  officer  who  was  prefent  in 
the  adion,  and  who  flood  high 
in  point  of  charader  and  honour. 
Jn  that  letter,  it  was  faid,  that 
the  fpirit  of  a  certain  vice  admiral 
(whofe  name  and  condud  have 
fo  long  been  objeds  of  public  dif- 
cuffion)  had  gone  forth,  and  in- 
feded  the  Britifh.  fleet;  and  that 


F  EUROPE.  1*227 

the  fervice  felt  all  the  evils  arif- 
ing  from  thofe  diffentions  which 
were  low  11  by  our  great  men  at 
home.  It  held  out,  beiides  other 
matter,  that  the  lhips  were  foul, 
and  out  of  repair;  that  there  was 
a  great  fcarcity  of  ail  kinds  of 
naval  ilores  ;  and  that  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  was  not  only 
much  diffatisfied  with  the  condud 
and  failure  in  duty  of  feveral  of 
his  officers,  but  likewife  with  thofe 
who  had  deceived  him,  relative  to 
the  ftate  and  condition  of  the 
fquadron  which  he  commanded. 
The  noble  reader,  in  his  com¬ 
ments  on  the  letter,  faid,  that  the 
caufes  of  this  public  misfortune 
had  originated  at  home ;  that  be- 
fides  the  bad  condition  of  the 
lhips,  officers  were  put  into  com¬ 
mand,  more  from  their  political 
attachments  or  principles,  than 
from  their  reputation  or  fervice ; 
and  that  faction  had  accordingly 
fpread  itfelf  through,  and  divid¬ 
ed  the  whole  fleet.  As  the  finh 
Lord  cf  the  Admiralty  declared 
himfelf  equally  in  the  dark  with 
every  other  peer  prefent,  as  to 
the  particular  trarifadlions  of  the 
17th  of  April,  which  were  now 
the  objedls  of  enquiry,  and  allu¬ 
red  the  houfe,  that  he  had  not,  by 
private  communication  or  other - 
wife,  received  any  explanation  of 
the  public  Gazette  letter,  the 
motioiv'  was  eafily  overruled  upon 
a  divilion,  and  the  bufmefs  con¬ 
tinues  in  its  original  obfeurity. 

The  lofs  in  the  Britifh  fleet, 
amounted  to  120  killed,  and  to 
353  wounded.  Of  thefe,  it  is  re¬ 
markable,  that  the  Hon.  Capt. 
St.  John  of  the  Intrepid,  and 
three  of  his  lieutenants,  were  kill¬ 
ed.  Some  other  brave  officers 
[*i5]  2  '  were 
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were  killed,  and  feveral  wound¬ 
ed. 

Such  expedition  was  ufed  in 
repairing  the  damage  done  to  the 
fhips,  and  the  purfuit  was  renew¬ 
ed  and  continued  with  fo  much 
fpirit,  that  on  the  20th  they  again 
got  light  of  the  enemy,  and 
chaced  them  for  three  fucceffive 
days  without  intermiffion.  The 
objeCt  of  the  French  commander, 
befides  that  of  uling  all  poffible 
means  to  avoid  a  fecond  addon, 
being  to  recover  Fort  Royal  Bay, 
which  he  had  fo  lately  quitted, 
but  where  only  he  could  repair 
his  lhattered  fleet;  and  that  of 
Sir  George  Rodney,  befides  the 
hope  of  bringing  him  again  to 
addon,  to  cut  him  off  from  that 
place  of  refuge  and  fupply'.  M.  de 
Guichen,  was  obliged  to  give  up 
his  fecond  objed,  and  for  the 
prefervation  of  his  firff,  to  take 
Ihelter  under  Guadaloupe.  No¬ 
thing  could  aftbrd  a  clearer  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  vidory  to  the 
Britilh  commander;  although  un¬ 
fortunately  it  was  not  attended 
with  all  thofe  fubflantial  advan¬ 
tages  which  were  to  be  wilhed. 
Sir  George  Rodney  returned  to 
cruize  off  Fort  Royal,  hoping 
thereby  to  intercept  that  enemy 
whom  he  could  net  overtake. 

The  enemy,  however,  not  ap¬ 
pearing,  the  admiral  found  it 
neceffary  from  the  .condition  of 
the  fleet,  after  feveral  days  cruize, 
and  greatly  alarming  the  ifland 
of  Martinique,  to  put  into  Choc- 
que  Bay  in  St.  Lucia,  as  well  to 
land  the  lick  and  wounded,  as 
to  water  and  refit  the  fleet.  Thefe 
purpofes  being  fulfilled  with  great 
diipatch,  and  advice  received  of 
the  motions  of  the  enemy,  he 


again  put  to  fea,  and  in  four  days 
had  the  fortune  to  ,,  , 

gain  fight  of  them,  ,oth' 

within  a  few  leagues  to  windward. 
Both  fleets  continued  in  this  Hate 
of  wind  and  condition  for  feveral 
days;  the  French  having  it  con¬ 
stantly  in  their  power  to  bring 
on  an  engagement,  and,  not- 
withftanding  their  fuperiority,  as 
confiantly  uling  effectual  means 
for  its  prevention.  Befides  the 
fettled  advantage  of  the  wind, 
they  foon  perceived,  that  the 
cleannefs  and  condition  of  their 
Ihips,  afforded  fuch  a  fuperiority 
in  point  of  failing,  that  they  Teem¬ 
ed  to  grow  playful  with  refped  to 
the  Britilh  fleet ;  and  accordingly 
ufed  for  feveral  days  to  come 

down  in  a  line  of  battle  abreaft, 
as  if  they  meant  ferioufiy  and  di¬ 
rectly  to  hazard  an  engagement, 
until  they  were  arrived  within, 

little  more  than  random  cannon 

Biot,  when  they  fuddeniy  hauled 
their  wind,  and  again  departed 

out  of  all  reach. 


It  is  at  all  times  bad  jelling  be¬ 
fore  an  enemy  ;  even  fuppoling 
that  enemy  to  be  a  much  lei's  de¬ 
termined  and  formidable  foe  than 
a  Britilh  fleet.  In  the  courfe  of 
this  manoeuvring,  the  bravade 
being  encouraged'  by  a  fudden 
and  mafterly  movement  made  by 
the  Britilh  admiral  for  gaining 
the  wind,  and  which  was  miflaken 
for  a  fymptom  of  flight,  the  whole 
trench  fleet  were  nearly  entano-- 
.  ^  into  that  which  of  all  things 
they  molt  wilhed  to  avoid.  They 
were  only  laved  from  a  dole 
anc\  general  engagement  by  a 
critical  lhift  of  wind  ;  and  even 
with  that  aid,  and  all  the  fails 
they  could  carry,  were  not  able 
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to  preferve  their  rear  entirely  from 
conflict. 

Rear  Admiral  Rowley’s  divifion 
now  compoi'ed  the  van  of  the 
Britifh  fleet,  and  was  moft  gal¬ 
lantly  led  by  Capt.  Bowyer  of  the 
Albion,  the  headmoft  (hip.  That 
brave  officer  arrefted  the 
flight  of  the  enemy  about 
feven  in  the  evening,  and  fuftained 
for  no  fhort  time  the  fire  of  feve- 
ral  of  their  heavy  fhips,  before  the 
rear  admiral,  in  the  Conqueror, 
and  two  or  three  more  of  his  divi- 
fion,  were  able  to  come  up  to  his 
affiftance.  It  was  perceivable,  from 
the  latter  flacknel's  of  the  enemy’s 
Are,  that  their  rear  had  fuffered 
confiderably  in  this  rencounter ; 
the  Albion  and  Conqueror,  were 
the  fhips  that  fuffered  moft  on  our 
fide ;  only  three  more  were  able 
to  come  within  reach  of  danger. 

The  enemy  from  this  kept  an 
awful  diftance,  and  ventured  no 
more  to  repeat  the  parade  of  com¬ 
ing  down,  as  if  they  meant  to 
engage.  A  vigorous  effort  made, 
however,  by  the  Britifh  command¬ 
er,  a  few  days  after,  in  order  to 
weather  them,  although  it  failed 
of  the  intended  effect,  yet  in¬ 
volved  the  fleets  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  the  French,  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  their  rear,  were 
under  the  neceffity  of  ha¬ 
zarding  a  partial  engagement. 
They  accordingly  bore  along  the 
Britifh  line  to  windward,  and 
maintained  a  heavy  cannonade, 
at  a  diftance  which  could  not  ad¬ 
mit  of  any  great  effedt,  but  which 
they  endeavoured  conftantly  to 
preferve.  The  rear,  however,  and 
fome  part  of  the  center,  could 
not  efcape  being  clofely  and  fe- 
verely  attacked  by  the  Britifh 
van,  and  fuch  other  fhips  as  could 


get  up.  It  was  accordingly  ob- 
ferved  that  they  fuffered  very  con¬ 
fiderably.  As  foon  as  their  rear 
was  extricated,  the  enemy’s  whole 
fleet  bore  away,  with  all  the  fail 
they  could  poffibly  prefs. 

It  appears  that  twelve  fail  of 
the  Britifh  fleet,  including  the 
Prefton  of  50  guns,  were  able  to 
come  up  fo  far  with  the  enemy, 
as  to  fuftain  fome  lofs.  Although 
the  van  was  led  on  this  day,  by 
Commodore  Hotham,  in  the  Ven¬ 
geance,  with  great  reputation, 
yet  it  was  the  fortune  of  the  Al¬ 
bion,  Capt.  Bowyer,  to  ftand  the 
brunt  of  this  action,  as  well  as  of 
the  preceding.  She  fuffered  ac¬ 
cordingly.  The  whole  lofs  of 
the  fleet  in  both  engagements, 
amounted  to  68  flain,  and  293 
wounded  ;  and  of  thefe,  24  were 
killed,  and  123  wounded,  in  the 
Albion  only.  Admiral  Rowley 
fuffered  confiderably  in  the  former 
adlion,  but  much  more  deeply  in 
this ;  in  which  his  brave  Captain, 
Watfon,  likewifie  fell.  All  the 
officers  who  could  get  into  adlion 
in  either,  are  entitled  to  the  high- 
eft  applaufe. 

The  Britifti  fleet  continued  the 
purfuit  of  the  enemy  for  two  days, 
when  they  totally  loft  fight  of 
them  ;  the  chace  had  then  led 
them  40  leagues  diredtly  to  the 
windward  of  Martinique.  The 
ftate  of  the  fleet  rendered  it  now 
abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  to  proceed  to 
Carlifle  Bay,  in  the  -ifland  of  Bar- 
badoes ;  which  afforded,  at  length, 
an  opportunity  to  the  French  of 
attaining  that  objedt  which  they 
had  fo  long  fought,  and  of  re¬ 
pairing  their  fhattered  fleet  in 
Fort  Royal  harbour. 

Notwithftanding  the  tranquil  ap- 
3  pearances 
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pearances  of  things  in  South  Ca¬ 
rolina,  at  the  time  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton’s  departure  from  thence, 
it  foon  became  obvious,  that  many 
of  the  inhabitants  were  fo  little 
fatisfied  with  the  prelent  govern¬ 
ment,  that  they  endeavoured  to 
difpbfe  of  their  property  upon 
inch  terms  as  they  could  obtain, 
and  totally  to  abandon  the  pro¬ 
vince.  This  conduct  became  fo 
frequent  and  glaring,  that  Lord 
Cornwallis  found  it  neceffary  to¬ 
wards  the  end  of  July  to  iffue  a 
proclamation,  llri6ily  forbidding 
all  fales  and  transfers  of  property, 
including  even  negroes,  without 
a  licence  firfi  obtained  from  the 
commandant  of  Charles  Town  ; 
and  likewife  forbidding  all  mafiers 
of  veffels,  from  carrying  any  per- 
fons  whatever,  whether  black  or 
white,  out  of  the  colony,  without 
a  written  paffport  from  the  fame 
officer. 

In  the  mean  time.  Lord  Corn  - 
walks,  who  extended  his  views 
to  the  reduction  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  had  kept  up  a  conftant  cor- 
fefpondence  with  the  loyalifts  in 
that  colony,  who  eagerly  urged 
him  to  the  profecution  of  Ms  de- 
fign.  But  befides  that  the  heat 
of  the  Summer  was  fo  exceffive, 
that  it  would  have  rendered  ac¬ 
tion  exceedingly  deftrudive  to  the 
troops,  he  likewife  found,  that 
no  army  could  be  fubfified  in  that 
country,  until  the  harveft  was 
over.  Upon  thefe  accounts,  he 
earneftly  preiTed  the  friends  of  the 
Britifh  government  in  North  Ca¬ 
rolina,  to  keep  themfelves  quiet, 
and  free  from  all  fufpicion,  though 
i f\  readinefs,  until  the  proper  fea- 
fon  arrived.  But  the  ufual  im¬ 
patience  of  thofe  people,  operated 
upon  by  the  vigilant  jealoufy  of 


that  government,  or,  as  they  faid, 
by  its  oppreffion  and  cruelty,  ren¬ 
dered  them  incapable  or  profit¬ 
ing  of  fuch  falutary  counfel.  In- 
furredions  accordingly  took  place, 
which  being  conducted  without  or¬ 
der  or  caution,  as  well  as  prema¬ 
ture,  were  eafily  fuppreffed.  A 
Col.  Bryan,  however,  with  about 
800  half  armed  men,  efcaped  into 
South-Carolina,  where  they  join¬ 
ed  the  royal  forces. 

During  the  neceffary  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  commander  in  chief  at 
Charles  Town,  \  in  regulating  the 
government  and  affairs  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  the  part  of  the  army  defin¬ 
ed  to  adive  fervice,  was  advanced 
towards  the  frontiers,  under  the 
condud  of  Lord  Rawdon,  who 
fixed  his  head  quarters  at  the 
town  of  Camden.  The  advan¬ 
tageous  fituation  of  that  place  on 
the  great  river  Santee,  which  af¬ 
forded  an  eafy  communication  with 
fever al,  and  remote,  parts  of  the 
country,  together  with  other  in¬ 
viting  and  favourable  circtim- 
ftances,  induced  Earl  Cornwallis 
to  make  it  not  only  a  place  of 
arms,  but  a  general  fiore-houfe 
or  repofitory  for  the  fupply  of 
the  army  in  its  intended  opera¬ 
tions.  '  He  accordingly  ufed  the 
utmofi  difpatch  in  conveying  thi¬ 
ther  from  Charles  Town,  rum, 
fait,  arms,  ammunition,  and  va¬ 
rious  fibres,  which  from  the  dif- 
tance,  and  exceffive  heat  of  the 
weather,  proved  a  wqrk  of  infi¬ 
nite  labour  and  difficulty.  That 
noble  commander  likewife  fpared 
no  pains  in  arming  and  embody¬ 
ing  the  militia  of  the  province, 
and  in  raifmg  new  military  corps 
under  well-affeded  leaders. 

But  during  thefe  tranfadions,  a 
great  change  took  place  in  the 
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afpeT  of  affairs  in  North-Carolina. 
For  befides  the  fuppreffion  of  the 
loyalifts,  who  were  treated  with 
little  mercy,  Major-General  the 
Baron  de  Kalbe,  a  German  officer 
in  the  American  fervice,  arrived 
in  that  province  with  2000  conti¬ 
nental  troops  ;  and  was  followed 
by  fome  bodies  of  militia  from 
Virginia.  The  government  o€ 
the  colony  were  likevvife  indefa¬ 
tigable  in  their  exertions  and 
preparations,  at  leaft  for  defence, 
if  not  for  conqueft.  Troops  were 
railed  ;  the  militia  every  where 
drawn  out  ;  and  Rutherford,  Caf- 
well,  Sumpter,  and  other  leaders, 
advanced  to  the  frontiers  at  the 
head  of  different  bodies  of  them. 
Skirmilhes  took  place  on  all  fides, 
and  were  attended  with  various 
fortune ;  and  the  enemy  became 
fo  dangerous,  that  Lord  Rawdon 
found  it  neceffary  to  contract  his 
polls. 

It  foon  appeared,  that  the  fub- 
miffion  of  many  of  the  South- Ca¬ 
rolinians  was  merely  compulfory, 
and  that  no  conditions  or  conle- 
quences  could  bind  or  deter  them 
from  purfuing  the  bent  ol  their 
inclinations,  whenever  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  offered.  As  the  enemy  in- 
creafed  in  ftrength,  and  approached 
nearer,  numbers  of  thofe  who  had 
fubmitted  to  the  Britiih  govern¬ 
ment,  and  others  who  were  on  pa¬ 
role,  abandoned,  or  hazarded  all 
things,  in  order  to  join  them.  A 
Colonel  Lille,  who  had  exchanged 
his  parole  for  a  certificate  of  being 
a  good  fubjeft,  carried  off  a  whole 
battalion  of  militia,  which  had 
been  raifed  by  another  gentleman 
for  Lord  Cornwallis,  to  join 
Sumpter.  Another  battalion,  who 
were  appointed  to  conduct  about 
100  fick  of  the  71ft  regiment  in 


boats  down  the  Pedee  to  George- 
Town,  feized  their  own  officers, 
and  carried  them,  with  the  fick 
men,  all  prifoners  to  the  enemy. 

General  Gates  was  now  arrived 
in  North-Carolina,  to  take  the 
command  of  the  new  fouthem 
army  ;  and  the  time  was  fall  ap¬ 
proaching,  when  his  high  military 
reputation  was  to  be  flaked  in  an 
arduous  contefl  with  the  fortune 
of  Earl  Cornwallis.  In  the  fe- 
cond  week  of  Auguft,  that  noble¬ 
man  having  received  intelligence 
at  Charles  Town,  that  Gates  was 
advancing  with  his  army  towards 
Lynche’s  Creek,  that  Sumpter 
was  endeavouring  to  cut  off  the 
communications  between  that  city 
and  the  army,  that  the  whole 
country  between  the  Pedee  and 
the  Black  River  had  revolted,  and 
that  Lord  Rawdon  was  colle&ing 
his  whole  force  at  Camden,  he 
immediately  fet  off  for  that  place. 

He  found  on  his  arrival  no  fmall 
difficulties  to  encounter.  Gates 
was  advancing,  and  at  hand,  with 
a  very  decided  fuperiority  of  force. 
His  army  was  not  efiimated  at  lefs 
than  five  or  fix  thoufand  men  ;  it 
was  likewife  fuppofed  to  be  very 
well  appointed  ;  vvhilil  the  name 
and  character  of  the  commander, 
increafed  the  idea  of  its  force. 
On  the  other  hand.  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis’s  regular  force,  was  fo  much 
reduced  by  ficknefs  and  cafualties, 
as  not  much  to  exceed  1400  fight¬ 
ing  men,  or  rank  and  file,  with 
four  or  five  hundred  militia,  and 
North  Carolina  refugees.  The 
pofition  of  Camden,  however  ad¬ 
vantageous  or  convenient  in  other 
refpedts,  was  a  bad  one  to  receive 
an  attack.  He  could  indeed  have 
made  good  his  retreat  to  Charles- 
Town  with  thofe  troops  that  were 
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able  to  march;  but  In  that  cafe, 
he  muft  have  left  about  800  ftck, 
with  a  vail:  quantity  of  valuable 
jlores,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  He  likewife  forefaw, 
that  excepting  Charles-Town  and 
the  Savannah,  a  retreat  would  be 
attended  with  the  lofs  of  the  two 
whole  provinces  of  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  the  no¬ 
ble  commander  determined,  nei¬ 
ther  to  retreat,  nor  wait  to  be  at¬ 
tacked  in  a  bad  pofition.  He 
knew  that  Charles-Town  was  fo 
well  garrifoned  and  provided,  that 
It  could  not  be  expofed  to  any 
danger,  from  whatever  might  be- 
fal  him.  That  his  troops  were 
excellent,  admirably  officered,  and 
well  found  and  provided  in  all  re- 
fpeds.  And  that  the  lofs  of  his 
lick,  of  his  magazines,  the  aban¬ 
donment  of  the  country,  and  the 
defertion  of  his  friends,  all  of 
which  would  be  the  inevitable 
confequences  of  a  retreat,  were 
almoft  the  beavieft  evils  which 
could  befal  him  in  any  fortune. 
In  his  own  words,  there  was  “  lit¬ 
tle  to  loie  by  a  defeat,  and  much 
to  gain  by  a  vidory.” 

The  intelligence  which  he  re¬ 
ceived,  that  General  Gates  had 
encamped  in  a  bad  fituation,  at 
Rug  ley’s,  about  13  miles  from 
Camden,  undoubtedly  fferved  to 
confirm  Lord  Cornwallis  in  his 
,  determination.  He 
Aug.  1 5 1  •  accordingly  marched 
from  Camden  about  10  o’clock  at 
night,  with  a  full  intention  of 
furprizing  Gates  at  Rugley’s  ;  and 
snaking  his  difpofitions  in  fuc.h  a 
manner,  as  that  his  bell  troops  and 
greateft  force  fhould  be  direded 
againft  the  continental  regiments  ; 
laying  little  ftrefs  on  the  militia. 


If  thefe  were  fufficiently  provided 
againft. 

It  was  almoft  fmgular,  that  at 
the  very  hour  and  moment,  at 
which  Lord  Cornwallis  fet  out 
from  Camden  to  furprize  Gates, 
that  general  ftiould  let  out  from 
Rugley’s  in  order  to  furprize  'him. 
For  although  he  does  not  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  fad  in  point  of  defign, 
and  even  pretends,  that  his  night 
movement  was  made  with  a  view 
of  feizing  an  advantageous  poli- 
tion  fome  miles  ffiort  of  Camden ; 
his  order  of  march,  the  difpoft- 
tion  of  his  army,  with  the  hour 
of  fetting  out,  and  other  circum- 
fiances,  will  leave  but  little  room 
to  entertain  a  doubc  of  his  real 
objed.  Thefe  leading  features 
will  remind  fome  of  our  readers  of 
a  celebrated  adion  in  the  late  war  ; 
in  which  the  Fr^ffian'  monarch, 
environed  with  danger,  and  fur- 
rounded  on  all  Tides  by  armies  of 
enemies,  fome  of  which  were  fingly 
fuperior  to  his  own,  furprized 
and  defeated  Laudohn  on  a  night 
march,  when  that  able  general 
intended  to  conclude  the  war  by 
completing  the  circle,  and  by  fur- 
prizing  him  in  a  manner  which 
muft  have  been  final  in  its  effeds. 

In  the  prefent  inftance,  the 
light  troops  and  advanced  corps  on 
both  iides,  neceffarily  fell  in  with 
and  encountered  each  other  in  the 
dark,  fo  that  the  furprize  was 
mutual.  In  this  blind  encounter, 
however,  the  American  light  troops 
being  driven  back  precipitately 
on  their  van,  occalioned  fome  con- 
fiderable  diforder  in  that  part,  if 
not  in  their  centre,  which  proba¬ 
bly  was  never  entirely  recovered. 
Lord  Cornwallis  repreffed  the  fir¬ 
ing  early,  and  immediately  form¬ 
ed  ;  he  found  that  the  enemy  were 
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in  bad  ground,  and  he  would  not 
hazard  in  the  dark,  the  advantages 
which  their  iiuation  would  afford 
him  in  the  light ;  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  took  luch  meal'ures  as  ef¬ 
fectually  prevented  their  taking 
any  other.  For  the  ground  occu¬ 
pied  by  both  armies,  being  nar¬ 
rowed  and  prelTed  in  upon  on  ei¬ 
ther  hand  by  deep  fwamps,  afford¬ 
ed  great  advantages  to  the  weaker 
in  making  the  attack,  and  by  pre¬ 
venting  the  ftronger  from  extend¬ 
ing  their  lines,  deprived  them  in 
a  great  meafure,  of  thofe  which 
they  ihould  have  derived  from  their 
fuperiority  in  number. 

A  movement  made  by  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  on  the  left  by  day-light, 
indicating  fome  change  of  difpo- 
lition  or  order,  does  not  feem  to 
have  been  a  very  judicious  mea¬ 
fure,  in  the  face  of,  and  fo  near 
to,  fuch  a  commander,  and  fuch 
an  army.  Lord  Cornwallis  law 
the  advantage,  and  iniiantly  feized 
it  ;  Col.  Webfter,  who  commanded 
the  right  wing,  diredly  charging 
the  enemy’s  left,  with  the  light 
infantry,  fupported  by  the  23d 
and  33d  regiments.  The  adioa 
foon  became  general,  and  was  fup¬ 
ported  near  an  hour,  with  wonder¬ 
ful  relbiution,  and  the  molt  deter¬ 
mined  obllinacy.  The  firing  was 
quick  and  heavy  on  both  fides ; 
and  intermixed  with  fharp  and 
well  -  fupported  contefts  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet.  The  morn¬ 
ing  being  ftill  and  hazy,  the  fmoke 
hung  over  and  involved  both  ar¬ 
mies  in  fuch  a  cloud,  that  it  was 
difficult  to  fee  or  to  eftimate  the 
ftate  of  deftru&ion  on  either  fide. 
The  Britilh  troops,  however,  evi¬ 
dently  preffied  forward  ;  and  at  the 
period  we  have  mentioned,  the 
Americans  were  thrown  into  con- 
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fufion,  began  to  give  way  on  all 
fides,  and  a  total  and  general  rout 
foon  enfued. 

We  learn  from  the  American 
accounts,  that  the  whole  body  of 
their  militia,  (which  conftituted 
much  the  greater  part  ol  their 
force)  excepting  only  one  North- 
Carolina  regiment,  gave  way  and 
run,  at  the  very  firlt  fire  ;  and 
that  all  the  efforts  of  the  general 
himfelf,  and  of  the  other  com¬ 
manders,  were  incapable  of  bring¬ 
ing  them  afterwards  ever  to  rally, 
or  to  make  a  fingle  Hand  ;  fo  that 
gaining  the  woods  as  fail:  as  pofli- 
ble,  they  totally  difperfed.  But 
the  continental  regular  troops, 
and  the  fingle  North  Carolina 
regiment  of  militia,  vindicat¬ 
ed  their  own  and  the  national 
charader.  They  even  flood  that 
laft  and  fore  tefl  of  the  good- 
nefs  of  troops,  the  pufh  of  the 
bayonet,  with  great  conftancy  and 
firmnefs. 

The  Britilh  commander  fhewed 
his  ufual  valour  and  military  fkiH, 
And  the  officers  and  troops,  in 
their  refpedive  ftations,  anfwered 
his  warmeft  expectations.  But 
though  all  are  entitled  to  our  ap- 
plaufe,  yet  Lord  Rawdon,  with 
the  two  Lieutenant-Colonels  Web¬ 
fter  and  Tarleton,  could  npt  avoid 
being  particularly  diflinguiflied. 

The  victory  was  complete.  The 
broken  and  lcattered  enemy  were 
purfued  as  far  as  Hanging-Rock, 
above  twenty  miles  from  the  field 
of  battle.  All  their  artillery, 
amounting  to  feven  or  eight  brafs 
field  pieces,  with  2000  itand  of 
arms,  their  military  waggons,  and 
feveral  trophies,  were  taken.  Lord 
Cornwallis  eftimates,  the  flam  at 
eight  or  nine  hundred,  and  fays 
about  a  thoufand  prifoners  were 
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taken.  The  General,  Baron  de 
Kaibe,  who  was  fecond  in  com¬ 
mand,  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
taken.  That  officer  fpent  his  laft 
breath  in  diftating  a  letter,  expref- 
five  of  the  warmed  affection  for 
the  Americans,  containing  the 
higheft  encomiums  on  the  valour 
of  the  continental  troops,  of  which 
he  had  been  fo  recent  a  witnefs, 
and  declaring  the  fatisfadion  which 
he  then  felt,  in  having  been  a 
partaker  of  their  fortune,  and 
having  fallen  in  their  caufe. 

The  American  Brigadier- Ge¬ 
neral  Gregory,  was  among  the 
ilain,  and  Rutherford  was  wound¬ 
ed  and  taken.  Although  feme 
brave  officers  fell,  and  feveral 
were  wounded,  on  the  Britilh  fide, 
yet  the  lofs  which  the  army  fuf- 
tained,  was  upon  the  whole  com¬ 
paratively  fmall.  It  amounted. 
Including  eleven  miffing,  only  to 
324,  in  which  number  the  flain 
bore  a  very  moderate  proportion. 

Upon  the  whole.  Gates  feems 
to  have  been  much  outgeneralled. 
He  was,:  however,  confoled  in  his 
misfortune,  (which  has  fince  oc- 
cafioned  his  retreat  from  the  fer- 
vice)  by  the  approbation  of  his 
conduit  and  fervices,  which  was 
publicly  bellowed  by  fome  of  the 
affemblies. 

General  Sumpter  had  for  fome 
time  been  very  fuccefsful  in  cut¬ 
ting  off  or  intercepting  the  Britifh 
parties  and  convoys,  and  lay  now 
with  about  a  thoufand  men,  and 
a  number  of  prifoners  and  waggons 
which  he  had  lately  taken,  at  the 
Catawba  fords;  apparently  fecured 
by  diftance,  as  well  as  the  diffi¬ 


culties  of  the  country.  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  confidered  it  a  matter  of 
great  importance  to  his  future 
operations,  to  give  a  decifive  blow 
to  this  body,  before  he  purfued 
his  fuccefs  by  advancing  into 
North- Carolina.  He  accordingly 
detached  Colonel  Tarleton,  with 
the  light  infantry  and  cavalry  of 
the  legion,  amounting  to  about 
350,  upon  this  fervice.  The  ad¬ 
vantages  to  be  derived  from  woody, 
flrong,  and  difficult  countries,  are 
much  counterbalanced  by  the  op¬ 
portunities  which  they  afford  of 
furprize.  The  brave  and  a&ive 
officer  employed  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  by  forced  marches,  judicious, 
meafures,  and  excellent  intelli¬ 
gence,  furprized  Sumpter  fo  com¬ 
pletely  at  noon-day,  that  his  men, 
lying  totally  carelefs  and  at  cafe, 
were  moflly  cut  off  from  their 
arms.  The  victory  was  accord¬ 
ingly  nothing  more  than  a  Daugh¬ 
ter  and  rout.  About  150  were 
killed  on  the  fpot,  about  300, 
with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  taken, 
and  a  number  of  prifoners  and 
waggons  retaken.  ' 

Thefe  fplendid  fucceffes  laid  the 
fouthern  colonies  open,  to  all  the 
effe&s  of  that  fpirit  of  enterprize 
which  diftinguiffies  Earl  Corn¬ 
wallis,  and  which  he  communi¬ 
cates  to  all  who  adl  under  his  com¬ 
mand.  In  any  other  war  than  the 
American,  they  would  have  been 
decifive  of  the  fate  of  thofe  colo¬ 
nies.  But  it  has  been  the  fingular 
fortune  of  that  war,  that  victory, 
on  the  Britifh  fide,  has  been  un-> 
productive  of  its  proper  and  cuf- 
tomary  effects. 
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York,  Dec.  30. 

AT  a  general  meting  of  the 
freeholders  of  the  county 
of  York,  held  h°re  this  day,  at 
which  molt  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  fir  ft  consideration  and  property 
Were  prefent,  it  Was  unanimously 
agreed,  that  a  petition  fhould  be 
p  re  fen  ted  to  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  for  the  purpofes  therein  men¬ 
tioned*. 

After  which  the  following  refold  - 
tions  were  propofed,  and  alfo 
unanimously  agreed  to,  vi£. 
ill,  Refolved,  That  the  petition 
how  read  to  this  meeting,  addref- 
fed  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
requeuing,  that  before  any  rleW 
burthens  be  laid  upoti  the  country, 
effectual  meafures  may  be  taken 
by  that  Houfe  to  enquire  into, 
and  coded.  the  grofs  abufes  in  the 
expenditure  of  public  money;  to 
reduce  all  exorbitant  emoluments  5 
to  refcind  and  abolifh  ail  fmecure 
places  and  unmerited  penfions  ; 
and  to  appropriate  the  produce  to 
the  necefiities  of  the  Hate ;  is  ap¬ 
proved  by  this  meeting. 

2d.  Refolded,  That  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  fixty  -  one  gentlemen  be 


Appointed,  to  carry  on  the  necef* 
fary  correfpondence  for  effectually 
promoting  the  objedt  of  the  peti¬ 
tion,  and  to  prepare  a  plan  for  ari 
ahociatlon,  on  legal  and  conftitu- 
tionai  grounds,  to  fupport  that  laud¬ 
able  reform,  and  fuch  other  mea¬ 
fures  as  may  conduce  to  reftore  the 
freedom  of  parliameiit,  to  be  pre¬ 
fen  ted  by  the  chairmen  of  the 
committee  to  this  meeting,  held 
by  adjournment,  on  Tuefday  in 
Lafter-week  next  enfuing. 

The  committee  was  then  chofen, 
and  thanks  given  to  the  lords  aad 
members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
who  honoured  the  meeting  with 
their  prefence  and  fupport. 

A  deputation  from  the  Pro-  , 
teftent  Aitociation,  aiTembled  ^  1  * 
under  the  patronage  of  Lord  Geo. 
Gordon,  waited  on  Lord  North,  to 
requeft  his  lord fh i p  to  prelent  a  pe¬ 
tition  from  that  fociety  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  arid  to  fupport  the  fame, 
againft  a  law  which  lias  already 
received  the  royal  alien t,  for  the 
relief  of  his  majefty’s  Popifh  fub- 
jeCts  in  certain  pafes  ;  which  his 
Iordlhip  abfolutely  refufed. 

In  confequence  of  a  public  ^ 
notice  given  by  the  fheriffs,  a  / 
numerous  atid  refpebtable  meeting 
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of  the  freeholders  of  Middlefex 
was  held  at  the  Mermaid,  at  Hack¬ 
ney.  About  one  o’clock  Mr.  She¬ 
riff  Wright  took  the  chair  (Sheriff 
Pugh  being  confined  with  the  gout, 
did  not  attend)  and  read  a  requi- 
fition  made  to  him,  figned  by  fie- 
veral  freeholders  of  the  county, 
requiring  the  meeting,  the  pur¬ 
port  of  which  was,  <£  to  coniider 
the  propriety  of  entering  into  re¬ 
solutions,  and  co-operating  with 
the  noble  lords  who  formed  the 
minority  on  the  7th  and  15th  of 
December  on  the  motions  for  the 
retrenchment  of  the  civil  lift,  and 
for  controlling  the  public  expendi¬ 
ture,  &c.” 

A  petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  aim  oft  verbatim  the  fame 
with  that  from  the  county  of  York, 
was  agreed  to.  After  this,  two 
refolutions  fimilar  to  thofe  carried 
at  the  York  meeting  were  read  and 
approved  of,  and  a  committee  of 
fifty-one  gentlemen  appointed  to 
carry  on  the  bufmefs,  and  the  ne- 
ceffary  correfpondence  with  the 
kingdom.  Mr.  Grieve  then  made 
a  motion,  that  the  thanks  of  the 
meeting  be  given  to  the  noble 
lords  and  commons,  who  have  uni¬ 
formly  and  unequivocally  flood 
forth  in  the  defence  of  the  confti- 
tutional  rights  of  their  country, 
and  for  reforming  the  ftate;  which  * 
was  carried, 

A  dreadful  fire  happened 
Ioti  *  in  Great  Wild  Street,  Lin- 
coln’s-Inn -fields,  at  three  o’clock 
laft  Friday  morning,  when  three 
houies  were  confumed,  two  others 
damaged,  and  five  or  fix  unhappy 
perfons  perifhed  in  the  flames  i 
Many  induftrious  families,  lodgers 
in  the  houfes  which  were  burnt, 
&c.  loft  all  their  goods,  and  even 
their  wearing  apparel,  and  were 
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compelled  to  ruih,  in  a  manner 
naked,  into  the  ftreets,  to  favu 
their  lives. 

At  the  above  fire  Mrs.  Mitton, 
a  dealer  in  coals,  was  feen  to  look 
out  of  her  chamber  window  before 
the  houfe  caught  fire  ;  but  an  en¬ 
gineer  at  the  inftant  accidentally 
pointing  the  engine-pipe  that  way* 
ftruck  her  backwards,  and  fhe  was 
confumed  with  the  building,  to 
which  the  flames  foon  after  com¬ 
municated  themfelves. 

Admiralty -Office,  Jan.  II. 

Capt.  Clerke,  of  his  majefty^ 
Hoop  the  Refolution,  in  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Stephens,  dated  the  8th  of 
June,  1779,  in  the  harbour  of  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul,  Kamtfchatkar 
which  was  received  yefterday* 
gives  the  melancholy  account  of 
the  celebrated  Captain  Cook,  late 
commander  of  that  floop,  with 
four  of  his  private  mariners,  hav¬ 
ing  been  killed,  on  the  14th  of 
February  laft,  at  the  ifland  of 
O’whythe,  one  of  a  groupe  of  new 
difcovered  iftands,  in  the  22d  de¬ 
gree  of  north  latitude,  in  an  affray 
with  a  numerous  and  tumultuoua 
body  of  the  natives. 

Capt.  Clerke  adds,  that  he  had 
received  every  friendly  fupply  from 
the  Ruffian  government;  and  that 
as  the  companies  of  the  Refolu¬ 
tion,  and  her  confort  the  Difco- 
very,  were  in  perfedl  health,  and 
the  two  floops  had  twelve  months 
ftores  and  provifions  on  board,  he 
was  preparing  to  make  another  at¬ 
tempt  to  explore  a  northern  paffage 
to  Europe. 

['fhe  above  new  difcovered 
ifland  in  the  South  Seas  lies  in  22  NL 
lat.  and  200  E.  long,  from  Green¬ 
wich.  The  captain  and  crew  wer« 
at  fir  ft  treated  a§  deities,  but.  upon 
their  revifiting  that  ifland  dome  of 
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the  inhabitants  proved  inimical, 
hodilities enfued;  and  theaboveme- 
lancholyfcenewas  theconfequence.j 

Copies  of  the  journals  of  the 
two  fhips,  together  with  many  va¬ 
luable  drawings,  were  left  with 
the  governor,  to  be  forwarded  to 
England  ;  who  politely  engaged  to 
take  charge  of  them  himfelf  as 
far  as  Peterfburgh. 

This  day  the  new  elected  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  common-council  took 
the  ufual  oaths  for  their  qualifica¬ 
tion  at  the  feffions  at  Guildhall, 
and  immediately  afterwards  a  court 
of  common-council  was  held,  when 
the  committee  appointed  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  right  of  the  members 
of  that  court  to  be  Governors  of 
the  Royal  Hofpitals,  reported  a 
Rate  of  their  proceedings,  and  the 
meafures  taken  by  theiropponents  j 
and  the  committee  were  empowered 
to  defend  the  right  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion  in  fuch  manner  as  they  fhould 
be  advifed,  and  to  draw  upon  the 
chamber  for  the  rieceflary  e±- 
pences. 

,  Four  prisoners  were  tried 
I4‘t  *  at  the  Old-Bailey,  three  of 
Whom  were  capitally  conviCled, 
viz.  John  Benfield  and  W.  Turley, 
for  felonioufly  coining  and^coun- 
fcerfeiting,  at  a  houfe  in  White’s- 
alley.  Chancery  -  lane,  {hillings, 
fix-pences,-  £nd  half-crowns,  feve- 
ral  counterfeit  {hillings,  newly 
cad,  being  found  in  the  room  ; 
and  Mary  Williams,'  for  feloniouf¬ 
ly  colouring,  with  a  certain  wadi 
producing  the  colour  of  filver,  feve- 
ral  round  planks  of  bafe  metal, 
of  a  fit  fize  to  be  coined  into  coun¬ 
terfeit  milled  money,  refembling 
{hillings. 

The  fame  day  the  feffions  ended, 
when  feven  conviCts  received  judg¬ 
ment  of  death,  nine  were  fe»tenc- 


ed  to  hard  labour  in  the  houfe  of 
correction,  eight  to  be  imprifoned 
in  Newgate,  five  whipped  and  dif- 
charged,  and  i  1  difcharged  by 
proclamation. 

The  feffions  of  the  peace  is  ad¬ 
journed  till  Thurfday  the  zoth  in- 
itant,  at  Guildhall,  and  the  feffions 
of  gaol  delivery  till  Wednelday  the 
23d  of  February,  at  the  Old- 
Bailey. 

This  day  the  following 
malefactors  were  executed 
at  Tyburn^  purfuant  to  their  fen- 
tence  :  Hugh  Mulvey,  John  Whi- 
ley  and  John  Wfoodmore,  who  went 
in  the  iirft  cart,  for  breaking  open, 
the  houfe  of  Thomas  Farley,  of 
Coldbath  Fields,  and  dealing 
thereout  two  filk  gowns,  two  pair 
of  days,  and  other  things  ;  John 
Howell,  for  dealing  352  filk  hand¬ 
kerchiefs,  and  other  goods,  to  a 
confiderable  amount,  in  the  houfe 
of  Mr.  Davifon,  pawnbroker,  in 
Bifhopfgate-dreet  5  and  William 
Kent,  for  robbing  Henry  Otto, 
one  of  his  majedy’s  medengers,  of 
his  watch  and  money,  on  the  high¬ 
way,'  near  Gunnerfbury-lane,  who 
went  in  the  lad  cart.  They  were 
attended  by  the  dienfFs,  city  mar- 
jfhals,  officers,  the  ordinary  of 
Newgate,  &c.  from  Newgate  to 
the  place  of  execution.  They  be¬ 
haved  exceeding  penitent,*  wept 
much,  and  were  terribly  agitated 
and  fhocked  at  their  approaching 
diffolution. 

The  above  unfortunate  youths 
were  all  very  young,5  the  elded  not 
exceeding  23  years  of  age. 

The  fame  day  a  court  of  aider- 
men  was  held  at  Guildhall,  when 
Mr.  Thorp,  one  of  the  common- 
council  of  the  ward  of  Aldgate,  pre¬ 
fen  ted  a  letter  from  Mr.  Alderman 
Lee,  deli  ring  to  furrender  the  office 
[A5]  2  of 
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of  alderman  of  the  faid  ward,  he 
Ending  it  incompatible  with  his 
preferit  concerns  to  hold  the  faid 
office.  The  court  accordingly  ac¬ 
cepted  of  the  faid  refignation. 

^  The  lord-mayor  went  to 
u  Ironmonger's  -  hall.  Fen- 
church-ftreet,  when  a  wardmote 
was  held  before  his  lord  (hip  for  the 
election  of  an  alderman  for  Aid- 
gate  ward,  in  the  room  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Lee,  Efq;  when  William 
Burnell,  Efq;  one  of  the  late 
fherifrs,  was  chofen  without  oppo¬ 
sition.  Thanks  were  alfo  voted  to 
the  late  Alderman  Lee  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  12  voices. 

The  king’s  proclamation,  fetting 
forth,  that  for  the  future  all  fo¬ 
reign  (hips  taken  carrying  to  and 
affifting  the  enemies  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  with  warlike-ftores  or  goods  of 
any  kind,  fhould  be  deemed  legal 
prizes,  and  the  fhip  or  ihips  and 
cargoes  fhould  be  fold  for  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  thofe  who  took  them,  was 
read  at  the  Royal  Exchange  Gate 
by  Mr.  Rifhop  the  common- cry er, 
affifted  by  the  proper  officers. 

The  adjournment  of  the  feffion 
was  held  at  Guildhall  before  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  recorder, 
Szc.  to  conclude  the  bufinefs  which 
was  left  unfinished  at  the  late  ad¬ 
journment,  when  the  followingex- 
traordinary  trial  for  an  anault  was 
heard  Thomas  Atkins,  a  fer- 
jeant  at  mace,  went  on  the  24th 
of  la  ft  June  to  fe'rve  a  procefs  on 
Mr.  Henry  Gough,  at  his  houfe 
on  Holbora-hili  ;  he  acquainted 
Mr.  Gough  with  the  nature  of  his 
bufinefs,  v/ho  Teemed  inclined  to 
fettle  the  matter.  Mr.  Gough  go¬ 
ing  up  ft  airs,  the  officer  followed, 
when  he,  Mr.  Gough,  turned 
round,  and  ihoved  Atkins  over 
the  bannifter  ;  Mr.  Atkins  not  re¬ 


ceiving  much  hurt,  renewed  thd 
attack,  and  a  general  battle  en-< 
fued  between  Gough  and  Atkins, 
and  Gough’s  man  and  Atkins’s 
man.  Gough  finding  the  officer 
too  mighty  for  him  to  cppofe  with¬ 
out  further  affiftance,  unchained  a 
large  fierce  animal,  which  Mr. 
Atkins  affirmed  to  be  a  centaur,  or 
griffin  :  however,  it  proved  to  be 
a  man  fatyr  :  this  had  the  defired 
cffea,  for  both  Mr.  Atkins  and 
follower,  upon  fight  of  the  beaft, 
wifely  declined  the  fight,  and  made 
a  precipitate  retreat.  The  charge 
being  undeniably  proved,  Mr. 
Gough  was  accordingly  found 
guilty,  and  fentenced  to  pay  a  fine 
of  five  guineas.  Mr.  Gough  is  a 
dealer  in  wild  beafts. 

Laft  December  a  gentleman  tried 
the  power  of  electricity  on  a  myrtle 
tree,  in  the  following  manner :  he 
placed  the  pot  in  a  room  which 
was  frequented  by  the  family,  and 
for  feventeen  days  electrified  its 
once  in  each  day,  allowing  half  a 
pint  of  water  to  the  root  on  every 
fourth  day.  In  confequence  of 
this  tried,  the  myrtle  produced  fie-* 
veral  (hoots,  the  longeft  meafur- 
ing  full  three  inches,  and  it  is  now 
in  the  green-houfe  in  perfect 
health. 

Dublin y  Jan.  1 5.  We  have  the- 
plealure  to  acquaint  our  readers, 
that  on  Monday  laft  there  was 
made  the  firft  exports  entry  of 
woollens  from  this  kingdom  at  our 
Cuftom -houfe  fi nee  the  reftridtions 
on  our  trade  were  taken  off.  The 
entry  was  made  by  William  Worth¬ 
ington,  Efq;  of  1300  yards  of 
ferge,  for  Lifbon. 

York>  Jan.  18.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Agriculture  Society,  held  at 
Beverley,  for  the  Eaft-Riding  of 
the  county  of  York  ana  county  of 

Hull- 
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Hull,  ft  premium  of  three  guineas 
was  adjudged  to  Ann  Witty,  of 
Driffield,  fhe  having  ferved  the 
longed  in  one  place,  viz.  40  years; 
alfo  a  premium  of  two  guineas  to 
William  Carr,  of  Tickton,  he  be¬ 
ing  the  next  elded  fervant,  having 
ferved  in  one  place  36  years. 
Cordova ,  in  the  *1 u  cum  an ,  'June  I, 

1 779- 

In  the  village  of  Altagratia  there 
lives  a  negro  woman,  who,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  mod  authentic  in¬ 
formation  and  tedimonies  taken 
judicially,  mud  be  about  173  years 
old;  lhe  is  extremely  thin,  very 
much  wrinkled,  and  bent  double, 
but  die  can  fee  at  a  few  paces  dis¬ 
tance,  and  Spins  ;  but  what  is 
mod  extraordinary,  though  die 
cannot  dand  for  any  Space  of  time. 
She  dill  carries  on  the  bufinefs  of  a 
midwife  with  dexterity.  She  has 
fve  children  by  her  hufband,  one 
Michael,  a  negro,  and  fhe  thinks 
her  grand-children  have  grand¬ 
children  of  their  own.  Old  peo¬ 
ple  Seem  tp  be  no  rarity  in  that 
country,  as  there  are  Several  ne¬ 
groes  upwards  of  an  hundred  years 
old,  and  one  woman  of  izo,  who 
retains  her  memory  perfectly,  and 
declares  that  the  old  woman  in 
quedion  was  arrived  at  woman’s 
edate  when  die  fird  had  the  ule  of 
her  reafon. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  month,  the 
price  of  corn  fell  almod  one  half 
from  what  it  was  only  four  years 
ago.  The  following  is  an  accurate 
date  of  the  prices  in  1775,  and  in 
the  prefeiu  winter  of  1779  and 
1 780. 


?775* 

Wheat  per  load 

£-  J5  0 

Barley  per  quarter 

1  10 

Oats  - 

12 

Pcafe 

-  a  4 

JT)  £>er  lead  - 

4x0 

17S0. 

£•  7  o 

0190 
o  15  o 
j  5  6 
1  co¬ 


in  the  wed  of  England  the  wool 
is  all  upon  hand.  In  Lincolnfhire, 
and  throughout  the  north,  it  has 
been  So  for  Some  time.  This  arti¬ 
cle,  that  was  formerly  called  the 
ftaple-commodity  of  England,  will 
now  fetch  no  price. 

Died,  Dec.  26,  of  a  lingering 
illnefs,  in  the  75th  year  of  his  age, 
Thomas  Hope,  Efq;  well  known 
in  the  trading  world,  as  one  of  the 
fi rd  characters  that  this  or  perhaps 
any  other  age  ever  produced.  He 
was  originally  defeended  from  the 
elder  branch  of  the  family  of  Hope 

1  * 

in  Scotland  ;  and,  endowed  with 
great  natural  abilities,  he  with  un¬ 
remitting  application  raifed  the 
credit  and  affluence  of  the  houfe  at 
Amderdam,  which  continues  to 
bear  his  name,  to  fuch  a  height, 
as  perhaps  no  other  houfe  of  trade 
in  any  country  ever  arrived.  Nor 
were  his  thoughts  in  bulinefs  con- 

O  #  ' 

fined  to  that  objeCt  only,  having 
for  many)  ears  p  redded  as  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
fird  in  the  Wed  India,  and  after¬ 
wards  in  the  Dutch  Ead  India 
Companies  ;  where,  particularly 
in  the  latter,  he  edablilhed  fuch 
wife  laws  and  regulations  in  their 
trade,  as  mud  make  his  memory 
refpedled  and  adored  as  long  as 
thofe  companies  dial!  exid.  And 
it  will  be  remembered  by  the  lated 
poderity,  that  a  merchant  could 
atcnceprefcn.be  laws  to  fovereigns 
in  the  Ead,  and,  by  his  moneyed 
powers,  greatly  fway  the  fcale  of 
empire  in  Europe.  He  was  jud 
in  all  his  dealings  ;  and  friendly, 
where  he  had  once  placed  his  con¬ 
fidence,  to  a  degree  that  by  many 
might  be  thought  to  exceed  the 
bounds  of  prudence  in  trade. 

At  Wapping,  Mr.  Thomas  Dil- 
worth,  well  known  for  his  many 
ufeful  publications. 

[A]  3  At 
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At  Stepney,  Mrs.  Armftrong, 
aged  1 10. 


FEBRUARY. 

,  The  inhabitants  of  Weft- 
minifter,  to  the  number  of 
4000,  met  in  Wedminfter-hall, 
purfuant  to  public  advertifement, 
to  agree  on  a  petition  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  to  controul  the  fhameful 
wade  of  public  money,  &c. 

The  Hon.  Charles  Fox  being 
called  to  the  chair,  Mr.  Savvbridge 
reprefented  the  neceffity  there  was 
for  the  prefenting  a  petition  fimi- 
lar  to  that  of  York.  He  then  read 
the  petition,  which  was  next  read 
by  the  chairman,  and  carried  un? 
animoufly. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that 
a  committee  jOhould  be  appointed 
to  correfpond  with  the  other  com¬ 
mittees  through  the  kingdom  ;  and 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  the  Earls 
Egremont  and  Temple,  the  Lords 
John  and  George  C’avendifh,  the 
Hon.  Thomas  Townfhend,  Meffrs. 
Sawbridge  and  Wilkes,  and  about 
ninety  other  noblemen  and  gentle¬ 
men,  were  appointed  of  the  com¬ 
mittee. 

After  which,  Mr.  Fox  was  pro- 
pofed  as  a  candidate  to  represent 
the  city  of  Wedminder  at  the  next 
general  election,  and  was  received 
with  the  louded  acclamations. 

,  There  is  how  in  the  pof- 
*  feflion  of  Mr.  Benj.  Penny, 
near  Tetbury  in  Gloucederfhire, 
a  bull- calf,  about  three  weeks  old, 
with  two  heads,  four  ears,  and 
two  tongues,  quite  perfect.  It 
eats  with  both  mouths,  and  is 
likely  ro  '  live.  This  monller  has 
been  (hewn  tp  the  public  in  the 


metropolis,  and  was  alive  at  the^nd 
of  the  prefent  year. 

Lad  Sunday  between  four 
and  live  o*clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  one  Garret  of  Sutton,  near 
Retworth,  in  Suffex,  fhot  his  wife 
dead  on  the  fpot  as  fhe  was  fitting 
before  the  fire.  The  more  effec¬ 
tually  to  execute  his  diabolical  in¬ 
tention,  he  loaded  the  piece  with 
two  balls,  and  in  the  prefence 
of  his  wife  ;  who,  remarking  the 
fmgularity  of  his  loading,  and 
afking  him  what  he  was  going  to 
fhoot  with  bullets  f  received  for 
anfwer,  fmall  birds.  But  fhe  foon 
found  herfelf  the  devoted  objedt ; 
the  fatal  piece  was  levelled,  and 
ere  fhe  could  remonftrate,  the  balls 
had  paffea  through  her  body,  and 
killed  her  on  the  fpot. 

A  court  of  common-  , 
council  was  held  at  Guild-  IO 
hall,  when,  after  a  deal  of  alter¬ 
cation,  the  vacancies  in  the  fe- 
veral  committees  were  filled  up 
agreeable  to  the  lid  of  the  previous 
meeting. 

The  bufinefs  for  which  this 
court  was  called  was  next  proceed¬ 
ed  on,  viz.  To  take  into  confidera- 
tion  the  expenditure  of  public 
monies,  and  other  grievances. 
Upon  which,  a  motion  was  made 
and  feconded,  that  a  petition  be 
prefen  ted  to  the  honourable  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  from  that 
court ;  which,  after  fome  debates, 
was  put^  and  carried  unani- 
moufly. 

A  committee  of  eight  aldermen 
and  fixteen  commoners  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  draw  up  the  petition, 
which  was  agreed  upon.  This 
committee  was  defired  to  corre¬ 
fpond  with  the  committees  of  the 
feveral  counties, 

Yefter- 
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'ith  Yefterday  morning,  pur- 
fuant  to  an  order  of  the 
King’s  Bench,  on  Saturday  lap, 
M'eff.  Stratton, Brooke, Floyer,  and 
Mackay,  were  brought  up  to  the 
bar  of  that  court,  to  receive  fen- 
tence,  having  been  found  guilty 
of  removing  Lord  Pigot  from  the 
prefidency  of  Madras,  and  im- 
-prifoning  him  for  nine  months, 
which  was  faid  to  be  the  caufe  of 
his  death. 

Mr.  J allice  AfhurP  being  the 
judge  appointed  to  pafs  lenience, 
before  he  pronounced  it  went 
through  the  heads  of  the  evidence, 
both  for  the  profecution  and  the 
defence. 

He  made  feveral  remarks  as  he 
went  through  it,  in  which  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  if  Fort  St.  George 
had  belonged  to  the  crown,  the 
depriving  Lord  Pigot  of  the  prefi¬ 
dency  would  have  been  high  trea- 
fon  ;  but,  as  it  was  under  the  Eaft- 
India  company,  it  was  only  a  mif- 
demeanor.  Fie  took  notice  that 
the  defendants  had  imprifoned 
Lord  Pigot  for  difmiffing  feveral 
members  from  the  council,  yet  they 
themielves  had  done  the  like  in 
three  inPances  ;  but  he  could  fay, 
that,  while  they  held  the  reins  of 
government,  every  thing  fucceed- 
ed,  both  in  trade,  and  in  the  army  j 
and  that  the  prefidency  of  Bengal, 
to  whom  the  whole  of  the  bufinefs 
was  referred,  gave  an  opinion  in 
their  favour.  He  then  proceeded 
to  the  fentence,  as  follows  : 

“  Meff.  Stratton,  Brooke,  Floyer, 
Mackay, 

“  Gentlemen, 

<(  You  are  now  called  upon  to 
receive  fentence  for  an  offence 
which  you  have  committed,  and 
been  found  guilty  of ;  but,  as 
there  is  no  dilhnCtion  in  your 


cafes,  but  are  guilty  alike,  you 
are  fentenced,  each  of  you,  to 
pay  a  fine  to  his  majePy  of  1000  1. 
and  to  be  imprifoned  until  that 
fum  is  paid.”  The  fines  being 
immediately  paid  in  the  court, 
they  were  of  courfe  difcharged. 

A  caufe  was  tried  before  T 
Judge  Nares  at  Guildhall,  * 

between  Mr.  Robert  Tayler  and 
the  owners  of  one  of  the  ColchePer 
Pages.-  The  aCtion  was  brought 
for  the  recovery  of  damages  for  the 
injury  which  Mr.  Tayler  fuffered 
from  thecoachman’s  driving  againit 
his  horfe  near  Stratford,  by  which 
the  horfe  was  thrown  down,  and 
Mr.  Tayler’s  legs  run  over  by  the 
hind  wheel  of  the  coach.  The 
learned  judge  in  fumming  up  the 
evidence  informed  the  jury,  that 
the  law  was  clear  in  making  the 
owners  of  Pao-e  coaches  account- 

O 


able  for  the  mifconduCt  of  their 
coachmen,  and  told  them  to  find  a 
verdiCt  for  the  plaintiff,  if  it  ap¬ 
peared  from  the  evidence  that  the 
coach  was  not  on  the  left  fide  of 
the  road,  for  that  if  fo,  the  accident 
had  happened  in  confequence  of 
that  mifconduCt.  .  The  jury  re¬ 
tired  for  about  ten  minutes,  and 
brought  in  a  verdict  for  the  plain¬ 
tiff.  with  1  5 o  1 .  damages. 

His  majePy  has  been  , 
pleafed  to  grant  a  free  par-  ' 
don  to  Richard  Mealing,  convict¬ 
ed  in  September  feffion  of  felo- 
nioufly  receiving  goods,*  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  James  Pentecrofs,  knowing 
the  fame  to  be  Polen. 

His  majePy  alfo  hath  been  pleaf¬ 
ed  to  grant  a  free  pardon  to  John 
Field,  convicted  the  fame  feffion  of 
coining  lhillings  and  fix-pences. 

On  Monday  was  tried  , 
in  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench,  before  the  Earl  of  Man L 
[ATJ  4,  held. 
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field,  at  Weftminfter ■hall,  an  in 
diftment  found  by  the  grand  jury 
of  Weft  in  in  Her,  again  ft;  a  Middle¬ 
sex  juftice,  for  commitment  of  a 
freeman  of  London,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  feUowfoip  of  ticket-por¬ 
ters,  to  the  Savoy,  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  ijnprefs  act,  thereby 
declaring  Him  to  be  an  idle  and 
disorderly  perfon,  whereas  in  truth 
and  in  fa 61  the  profecutor  was  an 
induftrious  fober  man,  of  extraor¬ 
dinary  good  reputation.  The 
profecution  was  conducted  by  the 
direction  of  the  court  of  aldermen, 
to  protect  the  rights  of  the  fellow- 
f hip,  they  being  all  freemen,  and 
governed  by  an  alderman.  The 
tfedidlment  was  laid  alio  agai  n  ft 
two  ccnftables,  for  the  original 
affault,  prior  to  the  examination 
before  the  juftice  ;  but  the  noble 
lord  who  prefided  on  the  bench 
gave  a  direct  intimation  to  the 
jury,  that  they  in  point  of  law 
were  juftifiable.;  and  they  were 
without  heiitation  acquitted.  The 
point  retted  foiely  as  to  the  crimi¬ 
nality  of  the  juftice,  and  whether 
lie  was  any  ways  liable  to  be  called 
©pen  for  the  injury  done  to  the 
profecutor,  who  had  been  hand- 
c  u  ffe cl  3  a n  d  leddikea  thief  thro ug  h 
the  ftreets  ;  and  be  Sides,  had  Suf¬ 
fered  in  the  Savoy  a  miserable 
confinement,  and  even  debarred 
the  viftts  of  his  friends;  fo  that 
by  mere  accident  a  writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus  was  obtained  by  the  city 
to  dilcharge  him  out  cf  a  loath- 
feme  room,,  The  counfel  for  Lie 
juilice  relied  upon  the  a 61  of  par¬ 
liament  as  a  fufticient  anfwer  to 
the  charge,  faying,  that  thejuftice 
exercifed  .his  di  faction,  and  was 
jiot  to  be  confined  within  any  par¬ 
ticular  line  of  conduit  :  if  it  could 
be  proved  he  had  wantonly  abided 


his  power,  they  allowed  the  cafi$ 
varied  materially.  Lord  Mansfield 
faid,  that  the  juftice  had  refuted 
to  hear  evidences,  whom  he  was 
not  empowered  to  exclude  :  the 
juftice  was  not  to  refufe  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  witneffes  offered  :  it  was 
his  duty  to  hear  and  judge  accord¬ 
ingly,  and  not  to  be  biaffed  by 
improper  motives;  but  as  to  that 
confederation,  it  was  for  the  jury 
to  determine.  The  juftice  was 
found  guilty,  and  is  to  receive 
fentence  ne.xt  term.  The  tria| 
lafted  till  four  o’clock. 

The  feffions  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  which  began  on  the  % 

preceding  Wednefday,  ended,  when 
Seven  conviffs  received  fentence  o£ 
death  :  William  Herbert,  for  re* 
turning  from  tranfportatfon  ;  Chrif- 
ftopher  Burrows  and  John  Burden, 
for  robbing  Sarah  Gifford  in  the 
Green-park,  St.  James’s ;  Robert 
Andres  and  Richard  Palmer,  for. 
robbing  the  .houfe  of  Sir  Richard 
Lumm  ;  Chriftopher  Plum  ley,  for 
robbing  the  houfe  pf  John  Abbot; 
and  John  Pears,  convinced  in  Sep¬ 
tember  feffions  of  hiring  a  horfe 
and  felling  the  fame.  This  cafe, 
had  been  referred  to  the  twelve 
judges,  who  were  of  opinion  the 
offence  was  capital, 

A  roam  was  carried  be¬ 
fore  the  lord  mayor,  for  d#e- 
fira tiding  a  woman  of  fome  hank 
flock,  It  appeared  on  the  exami¬ 
nation  that  he  pretended  to  be  a 
broker,  and  prevailed  on  the  wo- 
rnan  to  give  him  half  a  guinea, 
and  to  hgn  a  paper  empowering 
him  to  tranfadl  fome  bufinefs  lor 
her  at  the  bank,  her  hufband  be¬ 
ing  abroad.  The  woman  not  be¬ 
ing  able  to  read,  put  her  mark, 
and  when  foe  went  to  the  bank  to 
receive  her  next  dividend,  {he 

found 
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found  that  all  her  flock  was  fold 
and  transferred  to  another  perfon. 
The  impofition  being  committed 
in  the  outparts,  he  was  fent  there 
for  farther  examination. 

I  During  the  night  the 
z9i'i'  atmoJphere  exhibited  the 
molt  extraordinary  appearance  that 
has  been  obferved  for  many  years. 
The  light  refembled  tha;  of  a  great 
fire,  and  the  whole  elements  feemed 
to  be  in  one  continued  flame.  At 
intervals  llafhes  of  fparkling  fire 
ihot  from  the  horizon  to  the  ze¬ 
nith,  and  feemingiy  extinguifhed 
in  a  pom  .  The  fame  appear¬ 
ance  extended  to  France  and  Ger¬ 
many,  and  probably  over  all  Eu¬ 
rope. 

Befides  the  Petition  agreed  to  at 
the  county  meeting  held  at  York, 
as  mentioned  under  Dec.  -jo,  fimi- 
Jar  meetings  and  petitions  have 
been  held  and  agreed  to  in  the 
counties  of  Middlefex,  Hampfhire, 
Chefhire,  Hertford,  Huntingdon, 
Surrey,  Suffex,  Dorlet,  Cumber¬ 
land,  Effex,  Bedford,  Gloucefter, 
Somerset,  and  Wilts  ;  as  alfo  by 
the  corporations  of  Nottingham 
and  Newcatfle-upon  Tvne. 

Died,  At  Combe,  Jofeph 
Ekins,  a  labouring  man,  aged  103, 
who  never  knew  a  week’s  illnefs  ; 
and  for  the  laft  40  years  fubfifted 
entirely  on  bread,  milk,  and  ve¬ 
getables. 

Francis  Walkern,  a  carpenter, 
aged  104,  who  till  within  a  few 
days  of  his  death  was  never  trou¬ 
bled  with  heknefs,  or  any  diitem- 
per  whatever. 

f* - —  - — - - - - - 

MARCH. 

^ j  A  caufe  was  tried,  and 
learnedly  argued,  between 
the  cyller-meters  oi  London,  and 


the  proprietors  of  oyffer-beds  in 
the  county  cf  Effex;  the  oyfier- 
rneters  claimed  a  fp^ci fi c  fum  for 
work  which  they  had  an  exciufive 
right  of  performing  by  cuflom  and 
immemorial  ufage.  On  the  part 
of  the  defendants  it  was  contend¬ 
ed,  that  the  right  infill  d  on  was 
abolifhed  bv  the  ads  of  the  joth 
and  1 1 1 h  of  William  and  Mary, 
which  made  Billingfgate  a  free 
market,  and  fettled  the  fees.  The 
jury  ,  which  was  fpecial,  after  hear¬ 
ing  the  arguments  on  bo  h  Tides, 
gave  a  verdid  for  the  plaintiffs, 
which  eftabJifhed  their  rights. 

The  Stamford  watHron 

O  O  -  L 

took  fire  at  five  o’clock  in  ->'a* 
the  raornirg,  three  miles  bevond 
Hertford,  by  the  careleffnefs  of 
the  driver,  who  left  the  lantern 
in  the  bafket  with  a  candle,  which, 
burnt  to  the  focket,  and  nothing 
efcaped  but  a  barrel  of  porter,  and 
the  bottom  and  one  wheel  of  the 
waggon.  The  pafiengers  and  wag¬ 
goner  were  much  fcorched  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  throw  off  the  loading, 
which,  on  account  of  she  approach¬ 
ing  fair,  was  of  confident  hie  value, 
and  the  damage  is  ellimated  at 
above  1000  1. 

This  morning  at  a  court  , 
of  common-council  held  at  0  ■ 


Guildhall,  a  motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Deputy  Leaky,  That  the 
thanks  of  this  court  be  voted  to 
Sir  George  Bridges  Rodney,  for 
his  late  very  gallant  adi-on  againfl 
the  Spaniards  ;  and  alfo  thac  the- 
freedom  of  this  city  be  prefented 
to  him  in  a  geld  box  of  iool,  va¬ 
lue,  which  were  both  agreed  to. 

Two  young  women  were 
taken  out  of  the  New  River 
locked  arm  in  arm,  with  their 
legs  tied  together,  and  both 
drowned.  It  has  fmee  appeared 
they  were  tarn  hour- workers,  had 

contradei 
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contracted  a  perfect  friendfhip  for 
each  other  from  children,  and 
had  lived  happily  together  for 
fome  time,  till  religious  melan¬ 
choly, ^as  one  of  their  friends  told 
the  coroner’s  jury,  had  hurt  their 
minds. 

,  His  Majefty  has  been 

*  graciou(ly*pleafed  to  fettle 
a  penfion  of  four  hundred  pounds 
a  year  on  Lady  Black  Hone,  widow 
of  the  late  Sir  William  Black- 
flone, 

g  ,  This  morning,  about  five 

1  *  o’clock,  a  fire  broke  out  at 

the  houfe  of  the  Duke  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland,  at  Charing-Crof?. 
It  began  at  the  eaffc  end  of  the 
fecond  ftory,  fronting  the  flreet, 
in  a  room  where  the  fervants  kept 
their  liveries,  and  other  clothes ; 
two  fervants  lay  in  the  next  room, 
who  were  rcufed  by  the  fire, 
which  broke  in  upon  them,  but 
they  luckily  made  their  efcape, 
though  with  the  lofs  of  all  they 
had*  From  five  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  when  it  was  fir'll  per¬ 
ceived,  the  fire  raged  furioufly 
till  eight,  when  the  flames  were 
pretty  well  got  under,  but  by  that 
time  had  burnt  from  the  eaft  end 
to  the  wed,  there  being  no  party 
wall  in  the  whole  range  of  build¬ 
ing.  The  roof  is  deftroyed,  as 
are  alfo  the  fir  ft  and  fecond  doors, 
at  the  former  of  which  it  flopped, 
the  rooms  on  the  ground  floor  be¬ 
ing  moil  of  them  arched  with 
brick.  The  rooms  in  front,  which 
have  been  deftroyed,  were  all  of 
them  allotted  to  the  ufe  of  the 
principal  officers  of  his  Grace’s 
houfehold  ;  fuch  as  the  fecretary, 
mailer  of  horfe,  &c.  Flow  it  hap¬ 
pened  is  not  yet  known  ;  his, 
Grace  got  out  of  bed  when  the 
alarm  was  given,  and  was  prefent 


during  the  whole  time  of  its 
raging. 

A  fire  broke  out  at  a 
linen-draper’s,  oppofite  the 
Pantheon,  in  Oxford  flreet,  which 
confumed  the  fame,  and  damaged 
another  houfe.  And  at  night  a 
fire  broke  out  at  a  tin  and  oil  fhop, 
in  Pri  nces-  flreet,  Oxford-ftreet, 
oppofite  Swallow  -  flreet,  which 
burnt  the  houfe  and  furniture, 
and  deftroyed  the  flock  in  trade, 
before  it  was  extinguifhed.  A 
man  who  lodged  in  the  houfe, 
and  who  had  a  wife  and  three 
children,  came  through  the  flames 
with  a  child  under  each  arm,  and 
returned  to  fave  the  third,  when, 
the  llaircafe  floor  fell  in  with  him, 
and  they  were  burnt  ;  a  woman 
jumped  out  of  the  garret  window 
naked,  and  fell  upon  the  lamp- 
iron,  and  was  fo  terribly  bruifed, 
that  fhe  died  Rext  morning  in  the 
Middlefex  Hofpital, 

Mr,  Fullarton,  member  , 
for  Plympton,  and  late  fe-  20I;  * 
cretary  to  Lord  Stormont  in  his 
embaffy  to  the  court  of  France, 
complained  to  the  Houfe  of  the 
ungentleman  -  like  behaviour  of  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne,  who,  he  faid^ 
with  all  the  ariflocratic  infolence 
that  marks  that  nobleman’s  c ha- 
rafter,  had  in  efteft  dared  to  fay, 
that  he  and  his  regiment  were  as 
ready  to  aft  againfl  the  liberties 
of  England,  as  againfl  her  ene- 
mies.-— This  occafioned  fome  al¬ 
tercation  between  thofe  who  were 
the  friends  of  each  party  ;  but  be¬ 
ing  generally  thought  unparlia¬ 
mentary,  it  went  at  that  time  no 
farther. 

The  following  afts  re-  „ 
ceived  the  royal  affent  by  21  ' 
com  million  : 

Aft  for  raifing  a  certain  fum 
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of  money  by  annuities,  and  eftab- 
liffiing  a  lottery. 

Act  for  punching  mutiny  and 
defertion,  and  for  better  payment 
of  the  army. 

Aft  for  regulating  his  majefty’s 
marine  forces. 

Aft  for  better  fupplying  his 
majefty’s  navy  with  mariners.  See. 

Aft  for  repealing  an  aft  which 
prohibits  the  carrying  the  gold 
coin.  Sec.  Sec.  to  Ireland. 

Aft  for  paying  and  cloathing 
the  militia. 

Aft  for  fecuring  the  lawful  trade 
to  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  to  prevent 
Britiffi  fubjefts  from  trading  under 
foreign  commiffions,  and  for  other 
regulations  of  trade. 

Aft  to  regulate  county  eleftions. 

Aft  for  continuing  the  duties 
on  ales,  &c.  brewed  for  fale  in 
the  town  of  Kelfo,  in  Scotland. 

And  to  feveral  road,  inclofure, 
and  other  bills.  In  all  42. 

This  morning,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  altercation 
above  alluded  to,  a  duel  was 
fought  between  the  Earl  of  Shel¬ 
burne  and  Mr.  Fullarton,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  authentic 
narrative. 

Lord  Shelburne,  with  Lord 
Frederick  Cavendifh  for  his  fe- 
cond,  and  Mr.  Fullerton,  with 
Lord  Balcarras  for  his  lecond, 
met  at  half  part  five,  in  Ffyde- 
Park,  March  22,  1780.  Lord 

balcarras  and  Lord  Frederick  Ca¬ 
vendifh  propofed  both  parties 
Ihould  obey  the  feconds.  Lord 
Shelburne  and  Col.  Fullerton 
walked  together,  while  Lord  Bal¬ 
carras  and  Lord  Frederick  Caven¬ 
difh  adjufted  all  ceremonials,  and 
fixed  on  piftols  as  the  proper  wea¬ 
pons.  When  they  came  to  the 
ground.  Lord  Shelburne  told  them. 
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that  his  piftols  were  already  load¬ 
ed,  .and  offered  to  draw  them, 
which  was  rejefted  by  Lord  Bal¬ 
carras  and  Col.  Fullerton  ;  upon 
which  Lord  Balcarras  loaded  Col, 
Fullerton’s  piftols.  The  feconds 
having  agreed  that  twelve  paces 
was  a  proper  diftance,  the  parties 
took  their  ground;  Col.  Fullerton 
defired  Lord  Shelburne  to  fire, 
which  his  lordfhip  declined,  and 
Col,  Fullerton  was  ordered  by  the 
feconds  to  fire.  He  fired,  and 
miffed.  Lord  Shelburne  returned 
it,  and  miffed.  Mr.  Fullerton 
then  fired  his  fecond  piftol,  and 
hit  Lord  Shelburne  in  the  right 
groin,  which  his  lordfhip  fignified; 
upon  which  every  body  ran  up  ; 
the  feconds  interpofed.  Lord 
Frederick  Cavendifh  offered  to 
take  the  piftol  from  Lord  Shel¬ 
burne  ;  but  his  lordfhip  refufed  to 
deliver  it  up,  faying,  e  I  have 
not  fired  that  piftol.*  Mr.  Ful¬ 
lerton  returned  immediately  to  his 
ground,  which  he  had  left  with  a 
view  of  aflifting  his  lordfhip,  and 
repeatedly  defired  his  lordfhip  to 
fire  at  him.  Lord  Shelburne  laid, 
‘  Sure,  Sir,  you  don’t  think  I 
would  fire  my  piftol  at  you,’  and 
fired  it  in  the  air.  The  parties 
and  their  feconds  got  together. 
Lord  Balcarras  afked  Lord  Shel¬ 
burne  if  he  had  any  difficulty  in  de¬ 
claring  he  meant  nothing  perfonal 
to  Col.  Fullerton.  His  lordfhip 
replied,  ‘  You  know  it  has  taken 
another  courfe ;  this  is  no  time 
for  explanation.’  His  lordfhip 
then  faid  to  Col.  Fullerton,  ‘  Al¬ 
though  I  am  wounded,  I  am  able 
to  go  on,  if  you  feel  any  refent- 
ment.’  Col.  Fullerton  faid,  he 
hoped  he  was  incapable  of  har¬ 
bouring  fuch  a  fentiment.  Lord 
Frederick  Cavendifh  declared,  that 

from 
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from  the  character  he  had  heard 
of  Col.  Fullerton,  he  believed  fo. 
Col.  Fullerton  faid,  •  As  your 
lordfhip  is  wounded,  and  has  fired 
in  the  air,  it  is  impoflibl.e  for  me 
to  go  on.1  Lord  Balcarras  and 
Lord  Frederick  Cayendifn  imme¬ 
diately  declared  that  the  parties 
bad  ended  the  affair  by  behaving 
&s  men  of  the  ftridteft  honour. 

On  hearing  of  the  above  affair, 
the  following  melfage  was  fent 
from  the  city': 

Guildhall ,  London,  Marc'h  22. 

*  The  ,  committee  of  common 
council  for  correfponding  vv i t h  the 
committees  appointed,  or  to  be 
appointed,  by  the  i’everal  counties, 
cities,  and  boroughs  in  this  king¬ 
dom,  anxious  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  valuable  life  of  fo  true  a 
friend  of  the  people,  and  defender 
of  the  liberties  of  Englifhmen,  as 
the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  refpedtfully 
enquire  after  his  3  or  dihip’s  fafety, 
highly  endangered  in  confequence 
of  his  upright  and  fpirited  conduct 
in  Parliament. 

By  order  of  the  committee, 
Earl  of  Shelburne.  Sm.  Rixd 
,  This  morning  a  feffion  of 
^  oyer,  terminer,  and  goal 
delivery  for  offences  committed  on 
the  high  feas,  was  held  at  the 
fefhonsrhoufe  in  the  Old-Bailey, 
before  the  Right  Hon.  William 
Earl  of  Mansfield,  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  of  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  and  Sir  James  Marriot, 
Knt,  judge  of  the  Pfigh  Coqrt  of 
Admiralty,  when  John  Williams, 
officer  of  marines,  and  James 
Stoneham,  boatfwain’s  mate,  of 
the  Eagle  privateer,  were  put  to 
the  bar.  John  Smith,  fir  ft  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  the  laid  ft  tip,  depofed, 
that  they  failed  from  Briftpl  on  a 
cruize,  in  December  laft  ;  that. 


being  in  the  captain’s  cabtn^ 
drinking  a  bottle  of  wine,  oij 
Chriftmas  -  day,  they  heard  % 
mufket  fired  upon  deck  ;  that 
they  fent  a  boy  to  enquire  the 
caufe,  who  returned  with  an  un-t 
fatisfadtory  anfwer  ;  that  in  a  few 
minutes  they  heard  the  report  of 
a  fecond  mufket,  which  alarmed 
them  very  much,  ana  they  ran 
upon  deck  all  together  to  fee  what 
was  the  matter  ;  that  they  found 
the  whole  crew  muftered  upon, 
deck,  and  that  they  had  broke 
open  the  chefts,  and  fupplied 
themfelves  with  arms  ;  that  upon 
the  captain  going  up  to  them, 
Williams,  one  of  the  prifoners, 
advanced  with  a  blunderbufs,  and 
fwore,  that  if  he  ventured  a  ftep 
further  than  the  line  lie  had  drawn 
acrofs  the  deck,  he  would  blow 
his  brains  out  ;  that  the  captain 
inftantly  knocked  Williams  down, 
upon  which  the  reft  of  the  crew, 
feeing  their  leader  fall,  and  think- 

inn"  he  had  been  killed,  returned 

■  r'  .  ' 

to  their  quarters;  and  that  Wil¬ 
liams  and  Stoneham,  the  prifoners 
at  the  bar,  were  inftantly  lecured, 
as  being  fuppofed  to  be  the  ring¬ 
leaders  of  ttye  mutiny  §  that  the 
next  day  they  fell  in  with  the 
Brilliant  frigate  of  war,  and  that 
they  put  twejve  more  of  fne  rioters 
on  board  that  fhip  to  ferve  his 
Majefty,  after  which  they  returned, 
vv  1 1  h  out  any  further  moleftaiion, 
peaceable  into  Falmouth. 

Peter  Reddifh  was  then  called, 
Yvhofe  evidence  corresponded  ex¬ 
actly  with  Smith’s  ;  the  captain 
was  called  three  times,  but  did 
not  think  proper  to  make  his  ap¬ 
pearance. 

The  prifoners  in  their  defence 
called  three  evidences,  the  perfons 
who  acted  as  linguift,  furgeon. 
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£rtd  furgecn’s  mate,  who  mace  it 
appear  that  the  mutiny  in  the  fhip 
did  not  arife  from  factious  or  dil- 
lioncll  motives  in  the  priioners, 
but  from  an  honeft  deteftation  cf 
the  bad  conduct  cf  the  captain, 
who  it  appeared  had  filled  with  a 
privateering  commiffion  from  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  and  had 
robbed  every  veffel  of  whatfoever 
nation  that  he  met  with  of  infe¬ 
rior  force  ;  they  each  gave  an 
affecting  narrative  of  the  plunder 
of  a  Dutchman,  whom  they  board¬ 
ed  under  American  colours,  and 
ftripped  of  all  the  poor  man,  who 
was  foie  owner  of  the  veffel,  had 
in  the  world,  though  he  was  in  a 
neutral  bottom,  and  in  a  fair  way 
of  trade  ;  the  poor  Dutchman 
wept  over  his  misfortunes,  but 
did  not  know  that  thefe  barbarians 
were  Englishmen.  They  likewife 
gave  an  account  of  the  plunder  of 
a  Danifh  flip  and  Portuguefe  vef¬ 
fel  in  the  fame  manner,  and  that 
the  method  they  ufed  on  thefe 
occafions,  was  to  throw  a  tarpaulin 
over  the  head  of  the  flip,  which 
bore  the  figure  of  an  eagle,  and 
to  call  themfelves  ‘  the  Black 
Prince  American  privateer,’  Cap¬ 
tain  Mackenzie,  commander  ;  and 
thefe  witnefes  feparately  declared, 
that  the  prifoners  had  often  told 
them  they  would  rather  be  killed 
than  join  the  captain  in  thefe  ini¬ 
quitous  proceedings ;  feveral  other 
very  refpectable  perfons  appeared 
to  the  charadlers  of  the  prifoners, 
but  Lord  Mansfield  refafed  to  ad¬ 
mit  them,  declaring  that  the  pre- 
fient  trial  did  not  at  all  depend  on 
character,  and  his  lordship  then 
fummed  up  the  evidence  m  his 
ufual  way;  and  the  Jury,  after 
retiring  a  few  minutes,  found  the 


prifoners  guilty;  but , at  the  fame* 
time  earneftly  recommended  then* 
to  the  King’s  mercy. 

A  few  days  ago,  as  the  ^  - 
London  waggon  of  Mr.  ^ 
Truman  of  Derby,  was  travelling 
between  Bigglefwade  and  Buck- 
den,  on  the  north  road,  the  can¬ 
dle  in  the  lantern  unfortunately 
caught  the  tilt  cf  the  machine* 
and  the  fire  got  to  an  alarming 
height  before  it  was  perceived  by 
the  driver,  who  had  but  juft  time 
to  difengage  the  horfes,  before  a 
calk  of  fpirituous  liquors  blew  up, 
and  made  a  dreadful  explofion. 
The  lofs  fuftained  is  computed  as 
about  2000I. 


Canterbury ,  March  29.  Monday 
laft  Mr.  Tankard,  a  cuftom-hcufe 
officer,  with  nine  or  ten  affiftants*. 
came  up  with  a  gang  of  fmugglers, 
at  King’s-down  Court-lodge,  near 
Dartford,  as  they  were  watering 
their  horfes,  and  took  28  out  of 
30  horfes,  laden  with  tea,  filk, 
and  lace.—  One  of  the  njafter 
fmugglers  was  taken,  and  a  num-* 
ber  of  the  horfes  wounded. 

Died,  At  Lincoln,  Jam  eg 
Pigot,  Efq.  aged  96. 

Robert  Macbride,  a  fiffierman, 
in  the  Iiland  of  Denies,  aged 
130  years  and  feme  months. 

At  his  feat  near  Derby,  Samuel 
Pickering,  Efq.  aged  104. 

At  Rad  win  ter  in  Efiex,  Job  a 
Fox,  Efq.  aged  97. 

In  Kent-ftreet,  Southwark,  Ma¬ 
ry  Ann  Pvyan,  aged  upwards  of 
107. 


Jofeph  Highmore,  Efq.  aged  88, 
formerly  an  eminent  painter. 

Dr.  Ifaac  Schomb'erg,  a  very 
eminent  and  learned  phyiician. 


¥ 
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At  the  grand  quarter- 
3d'  felfion  of  the  peace*  held 
at  Guildhall,  a  new  regulation 
was  edablifhed,  by  which  every 
publican  within  the  j  urifdi&ion  of 
the  city  is  obliged  to  appear  in 
per  fan  to  renew  their  licences,  and 
to  enter  into  recogfiiz  nces  for  the 
godd  order  and  proper  conduct  of 
their  refpeclive  houfes. 

Lad  week,  at  the  affixes  at  King- 
don,  in  Surrey,  the  trials  on  the 
crown  fide  came  on  before  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Juftice  Gould  add  a 
fpecial  jury,  when  Mr.  Donovan 
(who  voluntarily  furrendered)  was 
tried  for  having  killed  in  a  duel, 
in  November  lad,  Capt.  James 
Hanfon.  It  appeared  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  refpedtable  witnelfes,  that 
the  deceafed  was  entirely  in  fault, 
and  had  forced  Mr.  Donovan  to 
meet  him  in  a.  field  near  the  Dog 
and  Duck;  it  alfo  appeared,  that 
the  only  ground  of  quarrel  be¬ 
tween  the  prifoner  and  the  de¬ 
ceafed  was,  that  Mr.  Donovan 
interfered  between  Capt.  Hanfon 
and  another  perfon,  and  prevented 
their  fighting*  on  which  Hanfon 
gave  him  very  abufive  language, 
and  infided  “  that  he  would  make 
him  fmell  powder/’  The  deceafed 
was  wounded  by  a  pidol  bullet  in 
the  belly,  and  lived  about  24 
hours  after.  He  declared  to  two 
eminent  furgeons  who  attended 
him,  and  to  feveral  other  perfons, 
that  Mr.  Donovan  behaved  during 
the  action,  and  after  it*  with  the 
greated  honour,  tendernefs*  and 
concern  ;  and  he  particularly  de¬ 
fined  that  no  profecutiort  fhould 
be  carried  on  againd  him*  as  he 
himfelf  was  foleiy  in  fault,  by  an 
unprovoked  radinefs  of  temper  and 
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heat  ofpaffion.  The  learned  judge 
gave  an  excellent  charge  to  the 
jury,  and  faid,  “  though  he  al¬ 
lowed  that  all  the  circumftanceS 
were  as  favourable  to  the  prifonef 
as  in  fuch  a  cafe  could  be,  yet  as 
the  idea  of  honour  wag  fo  often 
mentioned,  he  mud  fay  and  in¬ 
form  the  jury,  and  the  auditors, 
that  it  was  falfe  honour  in  men  to 
break  the  laws  of  God  and  of  their 
country  ;  that  going  out  to  fight  a 
duel  was  in  both  parties  a  delibe¬ 
rate  refolution  to  commit  murder, 
and  there  could  be  no  honour  in 
fo  favage  a  cudom,  which,  how¬ 
ever  difguifed  in  words,  is  con¬ 
trary  to  the  principles  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  fociety,  and  ought  to  be 
reprobated  in  every  well-regulated 
community/3  The  jury,  without 
going  out  of  court,  acquitted  Mr* 
Donovan  of  the  murder,  and 
found  him  guilty  of  man-daughter 
on  the  coroner’s  inqued.  The 
judge  fined  him  10I.  to  the  King* 
which  being  paid  in  court,  he  was 
immediately  difcharged. 

The  feffions  ended  at 
the  Cld-Bailev,  when  fen- 
tence  of  death  was  paffed  on  the 
following  convidls,  viz.  John  Spar¬ 
row,  for  affaulting  John  Turner 
Harris,  on  Conditution-hill,  iri 
the  Green-Park,  and  robbing  him 
of  a  filver  watch,  and  3*.  in  mo¬ 
ney  ;  Thomas  Williams,  alias 
Charles  Calloway,  lor  affaulting- 
Capt.  Jofeph  Richards  on  the 
highway,  near  Stepney- Caufeway* 
and  robbing  him  of  a  gold  watch 
and  fome  money ;  Francis  Thorop- 
fan  and  James  Early,  lor  robbing 
Jofeph  White  in  Stepney-fields* 
of  one  guinea,  7s.  and  fome  half¬ 
pence  ;  Sufannah  Flood,  for  deal¬ 
ing  three  guineas  and  about  14s. 
the  property  of  George  Nalh,  in 
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LIs  dwelling  -  houfe,  in  Wych- 
dreet  ;  John  Carr,  for  robbing 
George  Worthy,  near  Kenfingtcn 
Gravel-Pits,  of  fome  money,  and 
a  cane  mounted  with  lilver ;  and 
Andrew  Breeme  was  convicted  of 
fetting  his  houfe  on  fire  in  Glan- 
viile-ltreet,  Rathbone-place.  For 
the  purpofe  of  determining  a  point 
of  law,  the  jury  found  a  fpecial 
verdidt,  as  follows  :  that  the  pri- 
foner  wilfully  and  malicioufly  fet 
on  fire  and  burnt  the  houfe;  that 
the  faid  houfe  was  on  leafe  to  the 
prifoner  for  the  term  of  three 
years  from  Mr.  Tuppin,  who  was 
poffefled  of  it  for  a  term  of  99 
years  under  Mr.  Bolton.  The 
twelve  judges  will  have  to  de¬ 
termine  whether,  under  thefe  cir- 
cumflances,  the  prifoner  has  or 
not  committed  a  felony. 

One  Read,  a  coachman,  and 
one  Smith,  a  plaiilerer,  flood  in 
the  pillory,  St.  Margaret’s  Hill, 
for  unnatural  pra&ices;  the  for¬ 
mer  of  whom  perifhing  before  the 
time  expired,  owing  to  the  fe- 
veritv  of  the  mob,  the  fame  was 
taken  notice  of  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  The  Attorney-Ge¬ 
neral  was  defired  to  profecute  the 
officer  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  fee 
the  fentence  of  the  law  executed, 
and  a  hint  thrown  out  for  a  new 
law  to  alter  the  mode  of  punifh- 
mcnt. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Society 
for  the  Encouragement  of  Agri¬ 
culture  in  theEall-Ridingof  York, 
honorary  premiums  were  adjudged 
to  Chriilopher  Sykes,  Rt.  Grim- 
llon,  and  Rd.  Carlifle  Broadley, 
Efqrs.  for  planting  the  greatefl 
number  of  larch-trees,  viz.  54,430 
by  the  firft  ;  25,500  by  the  l'econd  ; 
and  13.700  by  the  third.  At  the 
fame  time  a  fervant  received  two 
* 


guineas  for  killing  the  greatefl 
number  of  rats  in  one  year,  not 
being  a  rat-catcher  by  profcflion*-" 
viz.  4S2. 

This  day  the  queflion  to  , 

•  Y  1  ^  •  1  c  1  ith. 

enquire  into  the  right  of 

the  corporation  to  become  Go¬ 
vernors  of  the  four  royal  hofpitals, 
St.  Bartholomew’s,  ChrifPs,  Bride¬ 
well  and  Bethlem,  and  St.  Tho¬ 
mas’s,  came  on  at  Lin  coin’s -Inti 
Hall  before  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
as  vifitor  of  all  the  royal  founda¬ 
tions.  The  counfel  for  the  city  of 
London  were,  the  Attornev-Ge- 
neral,  the  Recorder,  Mr.  Maddox, 
and  Mr.  Rofe  ;  for  the  petitioners 
(the  prendent  and  governors  by 
donation)  were,  Mr.  Mansfield, 
Mr.  Kenyon,  and  Mr.  Erfkine, 
The  former,  in  a  fpeech  of  an 
hour  and  a  half,  dated  the  objects 
of  the  petition  and  the  prayer, 
and  a  modern  bye-law  of  the  cor¬ 
poration  for  fealing  hofpitai  leafes 
in  the  court  of  common-council  ; 
that  in  confequence  of  the  new 
refolution  leafes  brought  to  the 
court  of  aldermen,  agreeable  to 
former  ufage,  were  refufed  the 
feal :  after  which,  the  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  intimated  that  a  matter  of 
this  importance  required  a  deal  of 
time,  and  propofed  a  further  day 
convenient  to  the  court  and  coun¬ 
fel  for  a  complete  investigation. 

Six  malefactors  were  ex-  ^ 
ecuted  at  Tyburn,  purfu- 
ant  to  their  fentences,  for  various 
crimes;  John  Franque,  for  rob¬ 
bing  the  houfe  of  Jeremiah  Brent- 
ham,  Efq.  John  Cormach,  for  rob¬ 
bing  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Crucius  ; 
Robert  Hughes,  for  robbing  the 
houfe  of  Samuel  Lind  fay,  Efq. 
Robert  Andres  and  Richard  Pal¬ 
mer,  for  robbing  the  houfe  of 
Francis  Lurnrn,  Efq.  and  John 

Benfield 
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Benfield  and  William  Turley,  for 
counterfeiting  the  current  coin. 

This  clay,  on  a  trial  at 
ai*  bar  in  the  Court  of  King’s- 
Bench,  the  will  of  the  late  Duke 
of  Kin gl! on ,  in  favour  of  the  pre- 
Cent  Gountefs  dowager  of  B riltol ^ 
was  eiiahlteed. 

Same  dav,  Mr.  Serjeant  Davy 
moved  the  Court  of  Common-Pleas 
for  a  rule  to  {hew  caufe  why  a  de¬ 
fendant  lhould  not  be  discharged 
upon  a  common  appearance  to  a 
writ  ilTued  in  that  court  for  a  pre¬ 
tended  debt  of  70U  The  cafe,  as 
laid  before  the  court,  was  fingular; 
The  parties  were  hujbarjd  and 
*wife  ;  were  Roman  Catholics  ; 
v/ere  married  according  to  the 
rules  of  that  church,  and  had 
lived  happy  together  foi*  eleven 
years >  when  the  wife  went  into 
Northumberland  with  three  fur- 
viving  children  out  of  feven,  upon 
an,  allowance  of  20b  a  year. 
During  her  day  her  hufband  had 
written  to  her,  and  (he  returned 
at  his  requefh  They  again  lived 
together  amicably,  till  the  hufband 
jm-eeting  with  a  woman  of  forae 
fortune  who  fee  me  d  to  favour  his 
add  relies,  he  courted  her  as  a 
fingle  man.  This  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  nvif?,  fire  piit  a 
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fufed  ;  the  attorney  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  her  to  a  compliance* 
by  telling  Her,  that  a  particular 
friend  a&vifed  her  to  fettle  the 
difference  by  a  general  1  enun¬ 
ciation  of  the  tide  of  a  wife.  But 
even-  this  fubterfuge  had  not  the 
effedl  ;  file  Was  in  Newgate  12 
days,  and  the  fingular  cruelty  of 
the  affair  being  repretehted  to  d 
captain  with  whom  the  hufband 
lived,  he  geheroufly  directed,  ati 
attorney  to  bail  the  aTion,  and 
apply  to  the  court  for  redrefs, 
Serjeant  Davy  having  commented 
upon  this  transaction,  faid  he 
fhould  fuper-add  a  claufe  to  the 
ruie^  for  the  purpofe  of  punifh'ing 
the  attorney  for  proftituting  the 
procefs  of  the  court  to  fo  fhameful 
a  defign,  evidently  calculated  to 
impofe  upon  an  innocent  family, 
and  therefore  be  moved  alfo,  that 
the  parties  lhould  ahlwer.~-The 
court  ilemed  {truck  at  the  relation* 
and  faid,  that  whether  it  was  in 
point  of  law  criminal  of  not,  the 
attorney  had  a  tied  very  uncori- 
fcientioufly,  and  it  would  be  right 
to  call  upon  him,  and,  if  poffible, 
to  pun ihi  him  ;  they  therefore 
granted  the  rule  as  prayed  for. 

A  motion  was  made  in 
the  Court  of  King’s -Bench, 
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Hop  to  the  match,  which  fo  ex¬ 
asperated  the  hufband,  that  he 
vowed  revenge  ;  canted  her  to  be 
arrefled  in  her  maiden  name,  and 
fwcre  a  debt  again!!  her  of  y  cl. 
When  in  the  Tanging -ho  ate,  an 
attorney  offered'  her  a  tern  of  mo¬ 
ney  to  fign  an  inffrumCnt,  re¬ 
nouncing  all  claim  to  her  hufband, 
which  tee  absolutely  refuted  ; 
whereupon  -die  was,  by  order  of 
the  attorney,  taken  to  Newgate. 
T) urine  her  confinement,  the  offer 
was  iMade  a  tec  end  uine,  and  re- 


by  the  Solicitor-General,  for  an 
attachment  again  it  the  Under-. 
Sheriff  of  Surrey,  for  negledt  of 
his  duty,  in  not  preventing  the 
death  of  the  man  who  flood  in  the 
pillory  at  St.  Margaret’s-HilL 
Affidavits  were  read,  ftatino-  the 
fa  ft  of  the  man’s  death,  and  how 
it  happened,  but  no  charge  again ff 
the  Under-Sheriff,  that  it  hap¬ 
pened  through  his  ncgleft.  Mr. 
Dunning  faid  he  was  inffrufted  to! 
defend  the  Under- Sheriff  in  the 
hr  ft  inftance  *r  aad  faid,  that  (<S 

fat 
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far  from  there  being  any  crimina¬ 
lity  in  the  under  jfhcriff,  he  was 
inflrufted  to  fay*  that  inllead  of 
the  ordinary  afiiftance  of  conftables 
from  nveparilhes,  he  had  collected 
thofe  of  eleven  parifhes,  and  taken 
every  other  means  to  prevent  mif- 
chief.  The  court  were  for  refilling 
the  application,  as  containing  no 
charge;  but  at  laft  granted  the 
rule  to  (hew  caufe,  to  give  the 
under  lherifF  an  opportunity  of 
having  his  character  perfectly 
cleared. 

,  ,  The  under  fheriff  of  Sur- 

'  rev  fhewed  caufe  in  the 

/ 

Court  of  King’s  Bench,  againft 
the  rule  prayed  for  by  the  attorney 
general,  on  account  of  the  death 
of  the  man  on  the  pillory,  when 
he  made  it  appear  that  the  faCt 
did  not  originate  from  any  negledt 
of  duty,  and  the  rule  was  dif- 
charged. 

Mr.  Juftice  Wilmot,  profecuted- 
to  conviction  by  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don,  for  imprifoning  a  fellowlhip- 
porter  under  the  late  act  for  im¬ 
prefling  men  for  his  majefty’s  fer- 
■vice,  furrendered  himfelf  at  the 
bar  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench, 
in  order  to  receive  fentence.  He 
was  fined  100 1.  and  his  attorney 
undertaking  to  be  anfwerable  for 
that  fum,  he  was  immediately  dif- 
charged. 

,  Mr.  Dunning  moved  the 
2  1  *  Court  of  King’s  Bench  for 
n  rule,  to  fhew  caufe  why  an  in¬ 
formation  fhould  not  be  filed  againft 
the  Rev,  Henry  Bate,  for  an  infa¬ 
mous  libel  on  the  Duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  charging  him  with  high- 
treafon.  Mr.  Dunning  produced 
two  affidavits  in  fppporc  of  his 
motion,  which  proved  the  Rev. 
Henry  Bate  to  be  the  editor,  and 
one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Mora- 
Vol,  XXIII. 


ing-Poft  ;  that  he  is,  and  nas  be£a 
for  years  paft,  the  director  of  all 
matters  to  be  printed  in  the  faid 
paper,  and  that  he  reviles  the  fe- 
veral  proof  papers  before  they  are 
publilhed,  and  is  allowed  by  the 
reft  of  the  proprietors  a  weekly 
fum  for  fo  doing.  That  he  with, 
his  own  hand  gave  the  queries  to 
the  printer  of  the  paper  on  the  23d 
or  24th  of  February,  and  told 
him  *  there  is  the  copy  for  to-mar- 
row,’  or  words  to  that  effeCt,  by 
which  the  printer  underftood  he 
was  to  print  it,  and  that  he  did 
print  it  accordingly  in  the  Morn- 
ing-Poft  on  February  the  25th 
inftant. 

The  court  granted  the  rule,  and 
expreffed  their  indignation  at  the 
heinoufnefs  of  the  offence,  at  the 
fame  time  palling  high  encomiums 
on  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  a f- 
ferting  their  firm  belief  of  the  falfe- 
hood  of  the  charges. 

Some  of  the  moll  exceptionable 
queries,  are  the  following  : 

¥ 

‘  To  the  Duke  of  R*—. 

4  Whether  a  man  who  at  all 
times  has  endeavoured  to  deceive 
his  country,  and  furnifh  ail  avow¬ 
ed  enemy  with  intelligence  of  the 
firft  importance,  is  not  a  traitor  to 
his  country,  and  deferving  of  the 
mod  condign  punilhment? 

‘  Whether,  if  the  minifter  had 
taken  your  advice,  you  did  not 
mean  to  give  the  intelligence  to 
your  bofom  friend  the  Duke 
d’Aiguillon  ? 

4  Whether  you  did  not  furnifli 
the  Court  of  France  with  plans  of 
the  weakeft  and  molt  defencelels 
parts  of  this  ifiand,  moft  liable  to 
invalion,  and  molt  contiguous  to 
their  own  coaft.s  and  harbours  ?* 

Lift 
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Lift  of  the  Capital  Con'vifts  con¬ 
demned  during  Lent  Affixes, 

At  Northampton  three,  (two  of 
whom  were  for  murder)- — one  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Reading  one — reprieved. 

At  Winchefter  ten,  one  for  mur¬ 
der*— five  reprieved. 

At  Salisbury  five — all  reprieved. 

At  Stafford  four — two  reprieved. 

At  Aylefbury  fiv£,  one  for  mur¬ 
der — four  reprieved. 

At  Chelmsford  fix — —two  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  York  three. 

At  Cambridge  two— one  for 
murder. 

At  Bedford  four— — -three  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Maidftone,  John  Knight,  for 
fiffifting  fome  fmugglers  in  (hoot¬ 
ing  two  dragoons  at  Whitftable, 
near  Canterbury,  the  26th  uit. 
was  found  guilty,  and  executed 
accordingly. 

At  Ball  Grinflead  (for  Suffex) 
©ne,  for  murder  of  his  wife,  and 
executed  accordingly. 

fames  Burnet,  indifted  for  the 
wilful  murder  of  Thomas  Hewitt,, 
gamekeeper  to  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Richmond,  at  Goodwood-park, 
in  December  lafc,  was  found  guil¬ 
ty  of  man  daughter,  and  fentenced 
to  be  burnt  in  the  hand,  and  im- 
prifoned  twelve  months  in  Horiham 
Jail. 

At  Lincoln  two. 

Leghorn ,  April  6.  Letters  from 
Conftantinople,  dated  March  3, 
mention  an  earthquake  at  Tauris, 
the  capital  of  the  province  of  Ader- 
bigan,  in  Per fi a,  which  has  been 
more  fatal  than  that  which  happen¬ 
ed  in  *651.  If  we  are  to  credit 
thefe  fir  It  accounts,  this  town, 
which  contained  15,000  houfes. 


and  many  magazines  of  commerce, 
exhibits  nothing  but  a  parcel  of 
ruins.  Many  citizens,  they  add, 
are  deftroyed  lay  this  difafter. 

Died,  at  St.  Juft,  Cornwall, 
Maurice  Bengham,  a  filherman, 
aged  1 16. 

At  Thatcham,  James  Waiford, 
aged  104. 

At  York,  Thomas  Hume,  Efq; 
aged  1 15. 

In  St.  Martin’s  Workhoufe, 
Jane  Petit,  aged  1 13. 

At  Margate,  Mrs.  Stokes,  aged 
ICO. 

At  Narrowfield,  Berks,  Tha. 
Carter,  aged  108. 

At  Market  Harborough,  Rev. 
Rich.  Parry,  D.  D.  well  known 
by  many  learned  publications. 

At  Knightfbridge,  John  Nourfe, 
Efq;  many  years  bookfeller  to  his 
majefty.  He  was  himfelf  a  man 
of  fcience,  particularly  in  the  ma¬ 
thematical  line  ;  in  which  depart¬ 
ment  a  great  number  of  valuable 
publications  have  been  by  him  in¬ 
troduced  to  the  world. 


M  A  Y. 

A  very  interesting  queftion 
was  argued  and  determined  in 
the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  where¬ 
in  the  inhabitants  of  Richmond 
and  the  city  of  London  were  par¬ 
ticularly  concerned,  the  former 
claiming  the  property  of  the  foil 
of  the  river  Thames,  fo  far  as 
their  jurifdiftion  reaches,  down  to 
low-water  mark,  had  caufed  the 
works  now  carrying  on  by  the  lat¬ 
ter,  under  the  authority  of  an  aft 
of  parliament,  to  be  obftrufted, 
on  which  the  city  had  commenced 
a  profecution  again  ft  the  perfons 
employed  in  that  fervice,  and  had 

obtained 
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obtained  a  verdidl  againft  them  at 
the  lalt  Surry  afiizes;  but  the 
counfel  on  the  oppofite  fide  dill 
infiding  on  their  right  to  the  foil, 
the  cafe  came  to  be  argued  on  that 
particular  point;  and  after  many 
learned  arguments,  in  which  the 
matter  feemed  to  receive  a  full 
invedigation,  Lord  Mansfield  and 
the  other  judges  were  unanimoufly 
of  opinion,  that  the  river  being 
a  public  navigable  river,  the  in¬ 
habitants  could  have  no  particular 
intereft  in  any  part  of  its  foil. 
The  decifion  therefore  of  this  caufe 
entirely  removes  the  general  idea, 
that  owners  of  the  adjoining  lands 
have  property  in  the  foil  of  navi¬ 
gable  rivers  as  far  as  low-water 
mark. 

i  A  refpite,  till  further  lig- 
^  *  *  nification  of  his  majedy^s 
pleafure,  was  fent  to  the  Marfhal 
of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty 
for  John  Williams  and  James 
Stoneham,  convids  in  Newgate, 
for  mutiny.  They  were  to  have 
been  executed  this  day.— -This  re¬ 
fpite  was  in  confequence  of  no¬ 
tice  taken  of  the  cale  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.  The  captain,  it 
feems,  had  been  concerned  in  fome 
illicit  practices,  and  they  had  re¬ 
filled  going  into  port  for  fear  of 
being  prefTed. 

This  day  the  royal  alien t  was 
given  to  42  public  and  private 
bills  by  commiffion.  Among  ihe 
former  were  the  following  ; 

A  bill  for  feveral  additional  du¬ 
ties  upon  wines  and  vinegar. 

- -  for  feveral  additional  du¬ 
ties  on  advertifements,  and  receipts 
for  legacies. 

-  to  protect  goods,  &c.  of 

the  growth  of  the  i Hands  oi  Grena¬ 
da  and  the  Grenadines,  on  board 


neutral  veflels  bound  to  neutral 
ports,  during  the  prefent  hoftili- 
ties. 

- - for  allowing  a  bounty  on 

the  exportation  of  Britifh  corn  and 
grain  in  fhips  of  any  kingdom  in 
amity  with  his  majedy. 

A  petition  has  been  lately  ^  ^ 
prefented  to  his  majefty,  from 
Calcutta,  hgned  by  600  Whites, 
and  a  great  number  of  Gentoos, 
Hating,  in  a  forcible  manner,  the 
Various  hardfhips  the  inhabitants 
have  fullered  lince  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  the  Englifn  laws  amongft 
them. 

This  morning  two  perfons, 
one  a  tradefman  and  the  other 
a  IheriiPs  officer,  were  brought 
before  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench, 
to  receive  fentence  for  having  fome 
time  ago  arrefled  one  of  the  do- 
medics  belonging  to  his  Excel¬ 
lency  Count  de  Welderen  ;  Mr. 
J u flice  Willes,  in  a  fhort  fpeech, 
explained  the  nature  of  the  offence, 
obferving*  at  the  fame  time,  how 
neceiTary  it  was  ftridly  to  adhere 
to  the  laws  of  nations ;  that  the 
perfons  now  before  them,  had  been 
guilty  of  a  very  high  offence 
againll  thofe  laws,  and  which  call¬ 
ed  loudly  for  an  exemplary  punifli- 
ment;  the  judgment  therefore  of 
the  court  was,  that  the  two  perfon* 
be  immediately  taken  into  the 
cullody  of  the  marfhal  of  this 
court,  and  be  by  him  conduced 
this  day,  at  any  hour  that  may  he 
appointed,  to  the  dwelling-houfe 
of  Count  de  Welderen,  with  a  la¬ 
bel  faftened  to  each  of  their  breads, 
denoting  fheir  offence,  and  that 
they  do  then  and  there  alk  pardon 
of  his  excellency  for  the  crime  by 
them  committed.  'The  tradefman 
to  ,be  afterwards  imprifoned  for 

[0.]  z  three 
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three  months,  and  the  fherifPs 
officer  to  pay  a  fine  of  30  1.  and  be 
committed  till  he  pay  the  fame. 

V  This  day  the  following 
*  decifion  was  made  respect¬ 
ing  bankrupts,  by  the  Earl  of 
Mansfield,  which  being  materially 
neceffary  to  be  known  to  the  prac- 
tifers  in  the  law,  but  more  efpe- 
cially  to  thofe  whohave  concerns  in 
bankruptcy,  we  here  give  it  to  the 
public,  Mr.  Ifaac,  the  plaintiff, 
brought  his  aCtion  againft  Mr. 
Harrifon,  the  Sheriff  of  Suffox,  for 
having  returned  a  warrant,  f  Non 
inventus?  in  an  action,  Ifaac 
againft  Henwood,  when  in  faCt 
the  defendant  Henwood  bad  been 
arrelted,  but  the  officer  had  thought 
proper  not  to  hold  his  prifoner  on 
his  having  ben  found  a  bankrupt, 
and  on  his  producing  a  fummons 
from  the  commiffioners  of  bank¬ 
ruptcy,  which  he  conlidered  as  a 
protection  from  arrefis  before  the 
day  fixed  for  his  final  furrender, 
which  the  fherifF  on  the  above 
trial  made  the  ground  of  his  de¬ 
fence.  The  fherifF  produced  Mr. 
Wells,  the  meftenger,  to  prove 
the  bankruptcy,  and  that  Hen- 
wood  was  in  cuffody,  fubfequent 
to  the  fervice  of  the  commiffioners* 
fummons.  Lord  Mansfield  de¬ 
clared,  that  a  commifiion  of  bank¬ 
ruptcy  could  not  prevent  the  bank¬ 
rupt  from  arreft  any  farther  than 
at  the  aftual  time  of  the  bankrupt’s 
going  to,  flaying  with,  and  com¬ 
ing  from  the  commiffioners,  and 
direded  the  jury  to  find  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintiff  with  full  colts  of 
fuit,  which  they  did  accordingly, 
Mr.  Dunning  and  Mr.  Morgan, 
counfel  for  the  plaintiff,  the  foli- 
citor-general  for  the  defendant. 

,  The  feffions  at  the  Old 
"  Bailey,  which  began  the. 


preceding  Wednefday,  ended, 
when  four  convicts  received  fen- 
tenceof  death  ;  James  Purfe,  for  a 
rape  on  the  perfon  of  Eliz.  Mid¬ 
winter;  W m .  Edwards,  for  rob¬ 
bing  Wm,  Randall  on  the  high¬ 
way,  and  brutally  cutting  off  two 
of  his  fingers;  jofeph  Biley,  for 
Healing  a  cow  ;  and  Tho.  Hum- 
phrys,  for  robbing  Wm.  Biliany, 
on  the  highway  near  Pancras.  At 
this  feffions  Albert  Lowe  was  tried 
for  the  murder  of  his  wife,  and 
found  guilty  of  manflaughter ;  to 
whom  the  judge  made  a  very  mov¬ 
ing  fpeech,  addreffed  to  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  the  criminal,  who  had  been 
guilty,  he  faid,  of  the  moft  ag¬ 
gravated  inftance  of  manflaughter 
he  had  ever  remembered  to  come 
before  any  court.  He  did  not  ar¬ 
raign  the  jury  for  their  verdict, 
but  he  fentenced  the  prifoner  to 
iz  months  imprifonment  in  New¬ 
gate,  which  doubles  the  ufual  pu- 
nifhment. 

A  man,  who  had  been 
taken  at  an  E  O  table  in 
Guilford,  and  a  pettifogger  in  the 
law,  were  brought  before  Alder¬ 
man  Wooldridge  at  Guildhall,  on 
warrants  granted  in  confequence 
of  bills  of  indictment  being  found 
againft  them  the  laft  feffions  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  for  an  alarming  in® 
ftance  of  villainy.  The  former 
was  charged  with  wilful  and  cor¬ 
rupt  perjury,  committed  by  affida¬ 
vit  fworn  to  a  debt  of  nool.  be¬ 
ing  due  to  him  from  a  wine  mer¬ 
chant  at  the  weft  end,  of  the  town, 
whom  he  had  never  feen  or  dealt 
with  in  any  refpeCt;  and  the  other 
was  accufed  with  aCting  as  a  willing 
agent,  in  the  character  of  an  at¬ 
torney,  and  iffuing  the  writ,  not 
in  his  own  name,  but  that  of  ano¬ 
ther  man.  The  wine-merchant 

related 
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related  the  following  particulars: 
viz.  As  a  member  of  a  fociety  for 
the  prevention  and  punifhment  of 
frauds,  he  had  been  very  active  to 
counteract  a  plot  formed  to  fwin- 
dle  a  French  gentleman  out  of  a 
large  fum  of  money,  which  did 
not  fucceed  ;  the  parties  who  mif- 
carried  in  this  fcheme  vowed  re¬ 
venge,  and  the  firft  ftep  they  took 
was  to  endeavour  to  deftroy  the  re- 
putation  of  the  wine  merchant  by 
an  information  at  the  Board  of 
Excife,  for  defrauding  the  reve¬ 
nue  to  a  confiderable  amount; 
but  the  commiffioners  faw  through 
the  iniquity  of  the  bufinefs,  and 
if  op  t  the  profecution.  Soon  after 
which,  they  put  the  iniquitous 
Icheme  in  execution,  the  fwearing 
the  above  falfe  debt.  They  were 
committed  for  trial,  and  the  fo¬ 
ciety  are  to  profecute,  that  the  ex¬ 
pence  may  not  fall  upon  an  in¬ 
jured  individual. 

,  This  day  the  revived 
*  caufe  (on  :a  motion  for  a 
new  trial  Jail  term)  between  a 
Jew  dealer  in  lace,  plaintiff,  and 
two  Marfhalmen,  Payne  and  Gates, 
defendants,  came  on  before  the 
Earl  of  Mansfield,  at  Guildhall. 
The  only  queftion  was,  whether 
the  defendants  were  juftified  in 
apprehending  the  plaintiff  on  a 
charge  of  felony,  which,  on  ex¬ 
amination  before  a  magiftrate,  was 
difmiffed  ?  Lord  Mansfield,  in  a 
very  clear  and  full  manner,  laid 
down  the  law  as  lately  fettled  :  his 
lordfhip  faid,  that  on  the  former 
trial  he  had  adhered  to  the  doilrine 
of  many  old  books,  and  co'nfider- 
ed  it  neceffary  for  the  j unification 
of  a  peace  officer,  that  a  felony 
fhould  be  committed  to  warrant 
the  apprehenfion  of  a  fuppofed  fe¬ 
lon  :  but  upon  the  motion  for  a 
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new  trial,  other  authorities  inclin¬ 
ing  to  a  different  opinion  were 
quoted,  and  upon  folemn  delibera¬ 
tion  of  the  bench,  it  was  agreed 
that  it  was  not  abfolutely  requi- 
fite  a  felony  ffiouid  be  committed. 
His  lordffiip  adverted  to  the  dan¬ 
ger  and  inconvenience  of  a  con- 
if able  being  liable  to  a&ions,  if 
the  charge  fhould  turn  out  to  be 
groundlefs ;  and  fhewed  alfo  how 
the  public  would  be  affeited,  pro¬ 
vided  a  peace  officer  had  no  autho¬ 
rity  to  fecure  a  man  fufpeited  of 
felony,  and  of  whom  he  was  re¬ 
quired,  at  his  peril,  to  lay  hold  as 
a  thief.  A  conftable’s  duty  was 
not  to  enquire,  but  to  bring  the 
offender,  or  fuppofed  criminal,  be¬ 
fore  a  magiftrate  for  him  to  ex¬ 
amine.  If  the  charge  was  defec¬ 
tive,  or  malicious,  t.he  party  had 
a  remedy  again  ft  the  perfon  who 
employed  the  officer.  At  the  fame 
time  the  conduct  of  the  conftable 
fhould  be  pure^and  incorrupt;  he 
fhould  know  of  no  preconcerted 
plan  of  oppreffion  ;  it  fhould  be 
‘  bona  fide  ’  fair,  honeft,  and  reeu- 
iar  m  every  degree.  The  jury 
were  to  review  the  behaviour  of 
the  marfhalmen,  and  if  there  ap¬ 
peared  any  thing  like  a  job  in  it, 
they  had  exceeded  the  line  of  their 
authority,  and  were  refponfible.—* 
No  fuch  kind  of  conduit  had  been 
imputed  to  them  ;  there  was  no 
proof,  nor  any  colour  of  evidence 
to  charge  them  with  improper  mo¬ 
tives;  however,  if  the  jury  thought 
theyaited  in  the  fmalleft  degree  f  rom 
combination,  and  with  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  falfity  of  the  fait,  they 
would  give  damages,  otherwise  find 
for  them,  which  the  jury  did,  and 
gave  only  10 1.  againft  the  princi¬ 
pal  who  made  the  charge. 

[O]  3 
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26th  This  day  the  royal  afient, 
by  virtue  of  a  conimiffion 
frcm  his  majeily,  was  given  to 
the  malt  bill,  the  recruiting  bill, 
the  Plymouth  dock  bill,  and  fe- 
veral  other  public  and  private 
bills. 

Yeflerday  the  fuit  brought  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Sellon,  Minifier  of 
St.  James,  Clerkenwell,  again# 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Haweis,  Redor  of 
Aldwinkle,  in  Northampton  (hire, 
and  Chaplain  to  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Countefs  of  Huntingdon,  for 
reading  prayers,  and  preaching  in 
the  Pantheon  Chapel,  in  Clerken¬ 
well,  commonly  called  Northamp¬ 
ton  Chapel,  or  Lady  Hunting¬ 
don’s  Chanel,  was  determined  in 

4.  7 

favour  of  Mr.  Sellon.  Several 
depositions  were  read,  proving,  on 
one  fide,  that  the  chapel  was  a 
very  large  building,  fufficient  to 
hold  between  two  and  three  thou- 
fand  perfons  ;  that  fifteen  hundred, 
or  two  thousand,  often  reforted  to 
it  ;  that  it  had  doors  open  to  the  , 
ftreet ;  that  tickets  for  admiffion 
to  it,  had  been  p,u,rch  a  fed  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Taylor;  and  that  Mr. 
Sellon  was  greatly  injured  by  it 
in  the  profits  6 f  his  living.  On 
the  other  fide—— That  the  Countefs 
of  Huntingdon  had  taken  a  leafe 
of  the  houfe  and  preinifes  ;  thajt 
the  chapel  was  her  family  chape] ; 
and  that  Mr,  Haweis  was  chaplain 
to  her  lady  fhip,  and  officiated  in  the 
fa  id  chapel  only  in  that  capacity, 
A  deposition  given  by  the  Rev. 
Jvfr.  Taylor,  was  read,  declaring, 
that  he  never  foldamy  tickets,  for 
admiffion  in ro the  chapel,  but  that 
when  any  perfons'  fubferibed  any 
fum  for  the  chapel,  he  gave  them 
tickets  for  admiffion,  gratis.— 
Che  right  of  peers,  and  their  chap¬ 
lains*  with  rcipcbt  to  the  point 


in  quefiion,  was  fully  argued  ;  and 
the  judge,  after  having  entered 
into  the  full  merits  of  the  cafe* 
and  pointed  out  the  rule  of  light, 
with  great  precifion,  palled  fen* 
tence  upon  Mr.  Haweis,  admo* 
nifhing  him  for  his  fault,  forbid¬ 
ding  him  to  preach  in  the  parifh 
of  Clerkenwell  for  the  future,  and 
condemning  him  to  paycofis. 

The  grofs  produce  of  the  tolls 
at  Black-friars-bridge,  from  Mi* 
chaelmas,  1 775,  to  Michaelmas, 
1779,  amounts  to  26,367k  13s. 
6d.|-.  The  lofs  upon  bad  gold, 
Elver,  and  copper,  amounts  to 
2058!.  J2S.  3d.  And  the  falaries 
to  tollmen  and  watchmen,  and 
other  incidental  expences  in  that 
fpace,  amount  to  no  lefs  than 
3,816k  i6s,  3d. 

Died,  at  Hanilet,  near  Leeds, 
jofhua  Simpfon,  Efq;.  aged  104. 

At  Wefthill  Farm  in  Hamp- 
Oiire,  Mr.  Thomas  Dickens,  aged 
103.  His  wife  died  laid  year  aged 
98...  ...  . 

At  Morilake,  Mrs.  Bullock, 
aged  101. 

Robert  Walfingham,  Efq;  aged 

99- 

Sir  Anthony  Buchanan,  Bart, 
aged  9,6. 


j  U  N  E. 

This  day  Mr.  Lee  moved  ,, 
the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  31  * 
at  the  inftance  of  Edmund 
Burke,  Efq;  for  a  rule,  oblig¬ 
ing  the  reputed  editor  of  a 
morning  paper  to  (hew  caufe* 
why  an  information  fhould  not  be 
filed  again#  him,  for  having  buf¬ 
fered  to  he  publifned  in  the  paper 
alluded  to,  a  paragraph  on  the  1  3th 
cf  April  lafi,  and  another  para- 
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graph  on  the  14th  of  the  fame 
month,  each  grofsly  reflecting  on 
Mr.  Burke,  for  the  part  he  had 
taken  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
refpeCting  the  unfortunate  wretch 
who  loll  his  life  in  the  pillory;,  at 
St.  Margaret’s  Hill,  Southwark, 
on  Tuefday  the  11th  of  April. 
The  rule  was  granted. 

,  The  report  was  made  to 
his  majefty  of  the  convicts 
under  fentence  of  death  in  New¬ 
gate,  who  were  convicted  in  April 
ieflion,  when  the  following  were 
ordered  for  execution  on  Thurfday 
next,  viz.  James  Early,  John 
Carr,  and  John  Sparrow. 

The  following  were  refpited 
during  his  majefty’s  pleasure : 
Thomas  Williams,  alias  Charles 
Calloway,  Francis  Thompfon,  and 
Sufanna’n  Flood. 

This  day  the  petition  of  the 
Proteflant  Aftociation  was  prefent- 
ed  to  parliament  ;  and  in  the  even¬ 
ing  the  dreadful  riots  and  confla¬ 
grations  commenced,  which  con¬ 
tinued,  without  intermillion,  to 
the  8th.  See  a  particular  account 
in  the  Appendix. 

,  k  A  few  days  ago  was  de- 
L  *  cided  a  matter  in  the  Court 
of  King’s  Bench,  which  had  been 
referred  from  the  aflizes  held  in 
March  laft  in  Maidftone,  as  a 
point  of  law  to  the  confideration 
of  the  judges.  It  was  refpeding 
the  horfes  employed  on  a  contraCl 
with  the  Hon.  Board  of  Ordnance 
for  the  fervice  of  the  Royal  Ar¬ 
tillery,  whether  from  the  ftipulat- 
ed  condition  of  that  contraCl, 
which  is,  that  the  horfes,  conduc¬ 
tors,  and  drivers  fo  employed, 
while  in  aCtual  fervice,  fnall  be 
received  by  the  inn-keepers  by 
billet  upon  their  march  or  duty, 
and  accommodated  with  quarters 
and  after  the  rate  of  dragoons 
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and  their  horfes  ;  the  Mutiny  Aft, 
as  it  Hands,  has  made  ample  pro- 
vifion  for  fuch  horfes.  &c.  to  be 
quartered  upon  the  public:  when, 
after  a  thorough  difeuflion  of  the 
contract,  and  the  principles  upon 
which  it  is  framed,  the  judge? 
were  pleafed  to  declare,  that  the 
horfes,  &c,  while  employed  upon 
the  public  fervice,  are  fubjeCt  to 
the  regulations  and  accommoda¬ 
tions  in  general  with  the  army, 
and  comprehended  in  the  78th  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  Mutiny  Bill,  and  18th. 
feftion  of  the  articles  of  war. 

A  meflage  was  fent  from  g  ^ 
his  majefty  to  each  of  the  12 
judges,  offering  them  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  military  ;  to  which 
j  udge  Gould  returned  the  following 
anfwer  :  <f  That  he  had  grown  old 
under  the  protection  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  laws ;  that  he  was  perfuaded, 
however  fome  perfons  might  be 
milled,  the  people  in  general 
loved  and  refpefted  the  laws  ; 
and  fo  great  was  his  own  attach¬ 
ment  to  them,  that  he  would  ra¬ 
ther  die  under  thofe,  than  Ijve 
under  the  protection  of  any  other 
laws.” 

The  Earl  of  Surry  and  , 

Sir  Thomas  Gafcoigne  read 
their  recantation  from  the  errors 
of  the  Church  of  Rome,  before 
the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
laft  Sunday,  and  received  the  fa- 
crament  ;  and  have  taken  the  oaths 
before  Mr.  Baron  Hotham,  His 
lordfhip  is  candidate  for  Carlifle, 
and  Sir  Thomas  for  Beverley,  in 
York  {hire. 

This  day  judgment  was  , 

moved  for  in  the  Court  of 
King’s  Bench  againft  the  perfoa 
concerned  in  obftruCting  the  work¬ 
men  employed  by  the  city  of 
London  in  making  a  horfe  towing 
path  at  Richmond,  Some  objec- 
[Q]  4  tiona 
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fions  were  made  in  point  of  law  to 
the  indictment,  and  over-ruled  by 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
Court,  which  fet  the  right  of  the 
corporation  to  improve  the  navi¬ 
gation  of  the  rivCr  in  the  cleared 
light  ;  for  the  court  faid,  that  the 
city  was  authorized  by  aCt  of  par¬ 
liament  to  complete  the  naviga¬ 
tion  by  all  ways  and  means  in 
their  difcretion  ;  but  as  the  city 
of  London  meant  merely  to  eita- 
blifh  their  right,  and  not  to  infill 
on  exemplary  punifhment,  a  nomi¬ 
nal  fine  only  was  in  Sidled  of  6 s.  8  d, 

^  Parf°ns  was, 

^  in  full  convocation,  unani- 
snoufly  elected  Clinical  Prpfeffor 
to  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  at  Ox¬ 
ford.  At  the  fame  time,  was 
read  a  letter  from  Sir  Roger  New- 
digate,  dated  the  fir  It  inllant,  fig- 
pi  Tying  his  intention  of  declining 
to  be  the  reprefen tative  of  that 
learned  body,  at  the  end  of  the 
prefent  parliament, 

\  The  Clinical  ProfefTorfhip  in 
that  Univerfity,  was  founded  by 
the  late  Chancellor,  the  Earl  of 
Litchfield,  for  which  purpofe  that 
nobleman  devifed  his  houfe  and 
furniture  in  Hiil-ftreet,  Berkeley- 
fquare,  to  be  difpofed  of  after  the 
death  of  the  late  Countefs  Dow¬ 
ager  of  Litchfield  ;  the  fame  was 
lately  fold,  and  produced  4256  b 
8s.  2d.  clear  of  all  deductions; 
this  fum,  veiled  in  the  three  per 
cent,  confol.  purchafed  7079  1.  8  s. 
4  d.  flock,  the  interell  >vhereof 
amounts  annually  to  212k  10 s. 
t  This  day  their  Royal 
Highneffes  the  Dukes  of 
Gloucefier  and  Cumberland  went 
to  court,  for  the  Frit  time  fince 
their  refpedlive  marriages. 

This  day  the  foreign  min  liters, 
sefi'dent  at  the  Court  cf  London;, 


bad  private  audiences  refpefiively 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  in  confequence 
of  his  late  reconciliation  at  court. 
At  the  fame  time  moll  of  the  no¬ 
bility  and  perfons  of  diffindtion  in 
town  attended  to  pay  their  com¬ 
pliments  on  this  occafion. 

Came  on  in  the  Court  of  , 


Ring’s  Bench,  Weilmin- 
fier,  before  Mr.  j  a  Rice  Bullet 
and  a  Special  Jury,  the  trial  be¬ 
tween  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Bate,  as  editor  of  a 
morning  paper,  on  an  information 
filed  againft  the  latter,  for  being 
acceffary  to  the  publication  of 
certain  queries  addreffed  to  his 
grace  in  that  paper  of  the  25th  of 
Feb.  lalt,  The  evidence  adduced 
in  favour  of  the  profecution  were 
the  printer  of  the  faid  paper  (who 
was  fir  ft  profecuted  for  the  faid 
offence)  and  the  publifher  of  it. 
The  former  fwore  thatnhe  author 
of  the  queries  was  a  perfon  of  Ply¬ 
mouth,  whofe  hand-writing  he 
well  knew  ;  but  that  he  verily  be¬ 
lieved  he  received  the  fame  through 
the  hands  of  the  editor.  The 
publifher  fpoke  only  to  his  re¬ 
ceiving  that  letter  by  the  poll, 
from  his  friend  at  Plymouth,  and 
finding  it  was  for  the  faid  morn¬ 
ing  paper,  he  laid  it  upon  the 
defk,  but  never  faw  it  afterwards. 
The  judge  having  fummed  up  the 
evidence,  and  left  it  with  the  jury 
to  determine  what  weight  the 
printer’s  evidence  ought  to  have 
with  them,  circumftanced  as  he 
was,  they  withdrew  for  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  when  return¬ 
ing  into  court,  they  found  a  ver- 
didt  againft  the  defendant. 

On  Thujrfday  the  city  re-  ^  ^ 
membrancer  waited  on  Mr. 
juftice  Gould  at  his  houfe  in 

Lin  coin  L*, 
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Lincoln’s  -  inn  -  fields,  with  the 
thanks  of  the  common  council, 
when  we  hear  the  learned  Judge 
declined  accepting  the  freedom, 
which  was  voted  him  in  a  gold 
box. 

On  Saturday  a  caufe 
29th*  vvas  tried  in  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  in  London,  be¬ 
fore  Lord  Loughborough,  and  a 
fpecial  jury  of  merchants,  in 
which  Samuel  Lloyd,  an  eminent 
tea  -  dealer,  was  plaintiff,  and 
Thomas  Cooper,  a  furveyor-ge- 
neral  of  the  excife,  defendant. 
The  adlion  was  for  fcandalous  and 
defamatory  words  fpoken  by  the 
defendant  of  the  plaintiff,  by 
means  of  which  the  plaintiff  was 
injured  in  his  chara&er  and  credit, 
and  many  perfons  who  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  dealing  with  him, 
refufed  to  do  fo  any  longer.  The 
cafe  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff 
was  moft  clearly  eftablifhed,  and 
the  learned  judge,  in  his  charge 
to  the  jury,  was  very  pointedly 
fevere  on  the  defendant,  whofe 
offence,  he  faid,  was  much  ag¬ 
gravated  by  his  fituation  as  a  re¬ 
venue  officer,  having  in  that  ca¬ 
pacity  a  greater  opportunity  of 
prejudicing  the  reputations  of 
thofe  tradefmen  with  whofe  affairs 
his  office  made  him  more  parti¬ 
cularly  acquainted.  His  lordfhip 
further  added,  that  independent 
of  the  damages  to  be  given  by  the 
jury  to  the  plaintiff,  the  com- 
miffioners  of  excife  ought  to  be 
informed  of  the  defendant’s  con- 
duff,  with  a  view  of  pafling  their 
cenfure  upon  it  likewife. 

The  jury,  without  hefitation, 
gave  a  verdift  for  the  plaintiff. 
With  500 1.  damages,  and  colls  of 
Lu  it. 

Oxford June  1.  This  afternoon 


we  had  moll  tremendous  and  re¬ 
peated  claps  of  thunder,  accom¬ 
panied  with  vivid  daffies  of  light¬ 
ning;  and  about  fix  in  the  even¬ 
ing  a  ball  of  fire  ffru.:k  th<  outfide 
of  the  chimney  of  Mi.  Meredith, 
cutler,  of  St.  Clement^,  in,  the 
fuburbs  of  this  city,  where  having 
forced  through  the  wad,  it  en¬ 
tered  into  the  upper  room,  fhivered. 
the  partition  of  the  flair-cafe, 
broke  the  maid’s  box,  and  did 
other  damages  ;  from  thence  de¬ 
fending  to  the  one-pair-of-flairs, 
in  a  room  where  Mrs.  Meredith 
fat  at  work,  it  totally  dellroyed 
the  chimney-piece;  and  the  glafs 
over  it  was  reduced  to  powder, 
and  fcattered  about  the  room  iike 
fand  ;  feveral  glazed  prints  were 
likewife  broke  and  difperfed  about 
the  room  ;  a  mahogany  chefi:  of 
drawers  was  penetrated  as  if  it  had 
been  fired  at  with  fmall  (hot ;  it 
alfo  forced  the  cafement  of  the 
window  confiderably  outward. 
From  hence  palling  down  to  the 
kitchen,  upon  the  ground  floor* 
where  the  maid-fervant  was  pre¬ 
paring  for  tea,  fhe  was  ftruck  to 
the  ground,  and  received  feveral 
fcratches  upon  the  fide  of  her  face  ; 
whilft  a  little  girl  in  the  fame 
room  providentially  received  no 
hurt;  though  a  wooden'  frame 
round  the  fire  -  place  was  torn 
away,  the  china  broke,  the  fpits, 
candleflicks,  flat-irons,  &c.  Scat¬ 
tered  about,  and  a  copper  coffee¬ 
pot,  a  fkimmer,  a  bell-metal  mor¬ 
tar,  and  divers  other  things,  were 
partially  melted.  From  hence, 
the  door  of  this  room,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  fhop,  being  open,  it 
paffed  into  the  llreet  without  meet¬ 
ing  with  any  ether  obllrudions  ; 
and  its  further  progrefs  could  nGt 
be  afeertained. 


Certain 
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Certain  advice  is  received  from 
Macao,  a  fettlement  of  the  For- 
tuguefe  in  the  river  Canton,  of 
the  arrival  of  the  Refolution  and 
Difcovery  in  great  difire  fs,  and  in 
want  of  provifions.  Upon  the 
death  of  capt.  Cook,  capt.  Clerke 
fucceeded  to  the  command  of  the 
two  (hips,  and  lieut.  Gore  to  be 
Captain  of  the  Difcovery  ;  bat  on 
the  death  of  capt.  Gierke,  lieut. 
$£ing  fucceeded  to  his  place. 

gev.  Mr.  J.  H.  Wafer,  for¬ 
merly  minifter  of  the  church  of 
Zurich  in  Switzerland,  was  be¬ 
headed  for  having  ordered  feme 
treasonable  pieces  to  be  inferted 
3n  the  political  correfpondence  of 
M.  Scholfier  of  Gottingen,  and 
for  having  withheld  a  document 
of  the  15  th  century,  belonging  to 
the  public  archives,  after  being 
demanded  by  the  town  fecretary. 
Died,  At  Tynmou-th,  Cum¬ 
berland,  D.  Bennet,  aged  107. 

A-  Green-^ftreet,  Berks,  Mr. 
Jofiah  Morfil,  a  lieutenant  in 
queen  Ann’s  wars,  aged  100, 
within  two  days* 

At  Morton,  Mr.  John  Mullet, 
aged  103. 

Thomas  Hutchinfon,  Efq;  for¬ 
merly  governor  of  Mafifachufett’s 
Bay. 

-¥r  r  «—  . .  -  ■■  >w«i»r..l.|,J  ,,  ,.«■ 

JULY. 

^  .By  virtue  of  a  commif- 
^  ’  lion  from  his  majefiy,  the 
royal  aflent  was  given  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  bills,  &c. 

The  bill  for  veiling  in  the  Eafi- 
Jndia  Company  their  territorial 
acquifitions  in  India.  The  bill 
to  prevent  the  carrying  copper  in 
(heels,  coallways,  & c.  The  poit- 


horfe  a&  amendment  bill.  The 
fiarch  duty  bill.  The  finking- 
fund  bill.  The  bill  to  extend 
and  encourage  the  Greenland  fi(h- 
ery.  The  bill  for  granting  to 
his  majelly  one  million  on  a  vote 
of  credit.  The  bill  relative  to  the 
drawback  on  the  duty  on  coffee. 
The  bill  for  appointing  comrnif- 
iioners  to  infped  the  public  ac¬ 
counts.  The  bill  for  granting  a 
reward  to  perfons  difeovering  the 
longitude.  And  feveral  inclofure 
and  private  bills. 

Was  tried  before  the 
Right  Honourable  Earl 
Mansfield  and  a  fpecial  jury,  a 
caufe  wherein  Mr.  Schreiber,  a 
merchant,  was  plaintiff,  and  Mrs* 
Frazer,  widow  of  the  late  Gen. 
Frazer,  who  died  at  Saratoga, 
d  e  fe  n  d  a  n  t ,  T  he  adtion  wa  s  brought 
for  damages  on  a  breach  of  pro* 
mife  of  marriage,— -Mr.  Dunning 
opened  for  the  plaintiff,  and 
brought  witnefies  to  prove  the 
promifes.  The  firff  and  prin¬ 
cipal  was  the  plaintiff’s  fon  ;  who 
depofed,  that  the  lady  had  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  him  her  having 
contented  to  marry  his  father.  A 
man  fervant  depofed,  that  his 
miffrefs  had  engaged  him  to  go 
abroad  with  her  to  Germany,  in 
cafe  of  the  marriage  taking  place, 
Mr,  ChriiHe  was  brought  to  prove 
that  the  plaintiff  bought  a  houfe 
in  Portland- fquare  or  Portland- 
place,  at  the  price  of  4100I.  and 
on  account  of  the  marriage  not 
taking  place,  had  fold  it  again 
for  3600  k— A  horfe-dealer  proved 
he  had  bought  four  hori'es,  at 
thirty-five  guineas  each,  and  fold 
them  again  all  four  at  ieventy- 
fbur  guineas.  A  coach  -  maker 
proved  he  had  bought  two  car¬ 
riages.  for  ?ook  A  taylor  proved 

making 
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making  a  fuit  of  livery,  on  account 
of  the  promifed  marriage. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  pleaded, 
that  his  client  had  no  objedlion  to 
the  perfon,  character,  or  fortune 
of  the  plaintiff,  who  is  certainly 
a  very  refpe&able  wealthy  mer¬ 
chant,  and  in  every  refpeft  a 
very  advantageous  match  for  her; 
that  in  the  courfe  of  the  treaty, 
flie  began  to  think  Mr.  Schreiber’s 
temper  and  her’s,  perhaps  none 
of  the  befr,  might  not  agree  ;  in 
that  cafe  the  match  would  render 
both  parties  extremely  unhappy, 
for  which  reafon  (he  thought  beft 
to  retraft,  though  evidently  to 
her  own  lofs  and  difadvantage, 
his  fortune  being  far  fuperior  to 
her’s.  Her  late  hufband  had  alfo 
in  a  dream  cautioned  her  againft 
this  new  engagement. — He  fur¬ 
ther  obferved,  that  no  attempt 
had  been  made  to  prove  his  client 
a  woman  of  fortune  ;  therefore  it 
was  much  below  the  plaintiff  to 
want  to  take  from  her  fmall  pit¬ 
tance,  and  add  to  his  own  great 
abundance.  Here  he  was  hopped 
by  Mr.  D  unning,  who  adduced 
proof  that  the  lady’s  fortune  here, 
in  the  Eafl  Indies,  and  America, 
amounted  to  24,000!.  or  upwards. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General  replied, 
that  the  fortune  in  England  might 
be  afcertained,  but  that  abroad 
could  not  ;  but  with  regard  to 
fortune,  his  client  had  fuffered 
moil  by  breaking  off  the  match, 
for  fhe  was  to  have  her  own  fortune 
at  her  own  difpofal,  300b  a  year 
pin-money,  10, 000I.  fettled  upon 
her,  and  the  houfe  at  Forty-Hill, 
Enfield,  or  at  her  option  5000 1. 
inhead  of  it,  in  all  15,0001,  in 
cafe  of  her  furvival. 

Lord  Mansfield,  in  fumming  up 
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the  evidence,  obferved,  that  the 
promife  of  marriage  was  proved  ; 
that  certainly  each  party  engaged 
to  marry  has  a  right  to  retract  at 
any  time  previous  to  the  cere¬ 
mony,  and  even  before  the  prieh, 
if  they  apprehended  unhappinefs 
to  be  the  event;  but  it  was  under 
this  circumhance,  that  the  party 
retracing,  if  able,  fhould  make 
good  the  damages  fuhained  by  the 
other,  through  the  treaty  r-r-the 
plaintiff  had  proved  fome  da¬ 
mages- — it  was  for  the  jury  to 
affefs  the  quantum. 

The  jury,  after  a  confutation 
of  a  few  minutes,  gave  a  verdiif 
of  600 1.  damages,  with  cods, 

A  court  of  common  Q  , 
council  was  held  at  Guild-  “~no 
hall,  when  a  motion  was  made 
by  Mr.  Parifh,  and  feconded  by 
Mr.  Powell,  that  an  humble  ad- 
drefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty, 
expreffing  the  grateful  thanks  of 
this  court  for  his  majefly’s  care 
and  attention  to  the  citizens  of 
London,  in  granting  them  fuch 
aid  as  became  neceffary  to  fubdue 
the  late  dangerous  riots,  they 
being  too  formidable  for  the  con. 
troul  of  the  civil  authority  ;  which 
occafioned  very  long  and  great 
debates.  The  principal  fpeakers 
were,  the  aldermen  Townfend, 
Wilkes,  Nevvnham,  and  Wool¬ 
dridge;  Mr.  deputy  Leeky,  Mr. 
Dornford,  Mr.  Hurford,  Mr. 
Merry,  Mr.  Thorpe,  Mr.  Sharpe, 
and  deputy  Judd.  The  previous 
queflion  was  put,  whether  the 
above  queflion  fhould  be  put, 
which  was  carried  in  the  negative; 
but  it  appeared  upon  a  divifion, 
that  four  aldermen  and  61  com¬ 
moners  were  for  putting  the  quef- 
tion,  and  four  aldermen  and  56 

commoners 
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commoners  again  ft  it  ;  therefore 
the  queftion  to  addrefs  was  put, 
znd  carried:  in.  the  affirmative. 

A  few  days  ago  the  long  de- 
T/er.ding  caufe  of  Mifs  Butterfield 
was  finally  determined  in  Dodlor’s 
Commons,  when  the  will  made  by 
the  late  William  Scawen,  Efqj 
vv-hile  he  was  at  Mr.  Sanxay’s* 
was  eftablilhed,  and  all  former 
wills  in  her  favour  were  fet  aftde. 
This  decifion  was  founded  in  thefe 
principles »  that  wnen  the  de- 
ceafed  made  the  will  in  queftion, 
he  was  in  his  perfect  fenfes,  and 
had  time  enough  to  deliberate' on 
the  merits  of  Mils  Butterfield 
before  his  death,  or  even  before 
be  annexed  the  codicil,  by  which 
he  cancelled  ail  his  former  wills ; 
and  that  the  laft  will  was  properly 
figned  and  attefted?  The  judge, 
before  he  pronounced  this  decree, 
j'Uted  the  evidence  with  great  per- 
foxcuity  and  candour,  and  beftow- 
ed  man?  encomiums  on  the  cha¬ 
racter  and  conduft  of  Mils  Butter¬ 
field,  but  obferved,  that  it  was 
not  his  bufinefs  to  lay  what  Mr. 
Scawen  ought  to  have  done,  but 
what  he  actually  did,  and  what 
the  law  requires  when  a  will  is 
executed  in  proper  form. 

His  majefty’s  free  pardon 
JSlsu  hath  been  granted  to  James 
Purfe,  a  convidt  of  May  feffion, 
under  fentence  of  death  ;  he  was 
difcharged  by  the  perlons  who 
broke  open  and  demolifhed  New¬ 
gate,  but  furrendered  himfelf 
again  into  the  cuftody  of  Mr. 
i\  her  man. 

There  were  eighty-five  perfons 
tried  for  riots  at  the  Old-Bailey, 
of  whom  thirty-five  were  capitally 
convidled,  feven  convidled  ot  fin- 
g!e  felony,  and  forty-three  ac¬ 
quitted.— At  the  commiffion  at 

3- 
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St.  Margaret’s  -  Hill,  fifty  were 
tried  for  riots,  of  whom  twenty- 
four  were  capitally  ccnvifted,  and 
twenty-fix  acquitted.  So  that  on 
the  whole  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  have  been  tried,  and  fifty- 
nine  of  them  convifted. 

A  court  of  aldermen  was  ~  , 
held  at  Guildhall,  when  21  1  ’  1  * 
aldermen  were  prefent.  The  court 
refolved,  that  as  the  executions 
have  paired  with  perfect  peace  and 
quiet,  and  there  being  no  ap¬ 
pearance  of  any  riots  within  this 
city,  no  further  allowance  be 
made  to  the  troops  by  this  city 
after  Saturday  next.  One  very 
forcible  reafon  offered  to  prove 
th  e  neceffity  of  a  compliance  with 
this  motion,  was,  that  the  average 
expence  of  maintaining  the  fid¬ 
dlers,  and  providing  a  table  for 
the  officers,  is  icol.  a  day;  and 
that  the  bills  already  drawn  on 
the  chamber,  exceed  4000 1. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  corporation 
of  York  at  the  Guildhall  of  that 
citv,  a  motion  was  made  to  ad- 
drefs  bis  majefty  on  the  taking  of 
Charles  -  Town,  and  the  fup- 
preffion  of  the  late  riots,  which 
was  carried,  and  an  addrefs  drawn 
up  ;  but  on  hearing  the  fame 
read,  it  was,  on  a  divifion,  dis¬ 
approved,  28  to  rq. 

Some  few  weeks  ago,  the  poft- 
boy  bringing  the  mail  from  Ste¬ 
venage  to  Welwyn  in  Hertford- 
fhire,  was  robbed  by  a  man  on 
foot,  who  at  firft  was  thought  to 

■  .  O 

be  a  farmer  in  that  neighbour¬ 
hood,  whole  cafe  was  fomewhat 
lingular.  Soon  after  the  robbery 
was  committed,  not  being  con- 
verfant  in  bank-notes,  he  had 
joined  the  half  of  one  note  of  iol. 
to  the  half  of  another  of  20 1.  and 
had  paid  the  lame  to  a  trade fm an 

in 
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in  Hertford.  This  being  brought 
to  the  bank  for  payment,  cauied 
a  fufpicion,  and,  on  enquiry,  the 
fadt  was  ealiiy  traced  to  the  far¬ 
mer,  who,  being  under  no  fear 
of  danger,  was  taken  out  of  his 
bed  without  refinance,  and  carried 
to  Hertford  gaol  for  trial. 

,  ,  At  Oxford  affizes,  a 
*  caufe  was  tried  between 
the  city  and  univerfity ;  the  quef- 
tion  was.  Whether  a  tradefman, 
living  in  the  city,  but  matricu¬ 
lated  by  the  univerlitv,  was  liable 
to  ferve  the  office  of  conftable? 
which  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative  ;  but  the  univerlity,  it 
is  faid,  intend  to  carry  the  final 
decifion  into  Weftminfter-Hall. 

,  It  was  decided  by  Lord 
Chief  Baron  Skynner,  at 
Bedford,  that  evidence  which  de¬ 
clares  the  affiertions  of  a  perfon 
fince  dead,  cannot  be  admitted  in 
point  of  law,  notwithftanding  that 
perfon  did  not  die  till  a  year  and 
a  half  after  the  tranfa&ion,  and 
the  adlion  at  law  would  not  have 
been  brought,  had  that  witnefs 
been  alive. 

Died,  At  Leeds,  Yorkffiire,  Mr. 
Wheatley,  clothier,  aged  106. 

At  Ditchlev,  Suffex,  Mr.  Ifaac 
Sherman,  aged  97. 

In  the  county  of  Louth,  Ireland, 
Mr.  Gernon,  aged  125. 

In  South  Wales,  Mr.  D.  W7ar- 
fam,  aged  109. 

At  Frampton,  Hants.  Mr.  Rob. 
Bring,  aged  103. 

Thomas  Ellis,  ffioemaker,  aged 
IC4. 

At  Burton,  Hants.  John  Ben- 
net,  elq.  near  ico  years  old.  He 
was  page  to  queen  Anne,  at  the 
beginning  of  her  reign. 

Samuel  Mu  (grave,  M.D.F.R.5. 
aad  formerly  of  Corpus  Chrifti 


College,  Oxon,  w-ell  known  to  the 
public  by  his  examination  before 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  relative 
to  the  peace  of  1762;  and  to  the 
learned,  by  his  notes  and  col- 
ledions  on  Euripides,  which  the 
univerfity  purchafed,  ic  is  faid, 
for  200I.  and  have  inferted  in  the 
fplendid  edition  of  that  poet,  in 
four  vols.  40,  1778.  He  alfo 
publiffied  many  medical  trads. 


AUGUST. 

Abraham  Darnford  and 

5t  n 

*■ 

amined  before  the  fitting  alder¬ 
man  at  Guildhall,  being  charged 
by  William  Warts,  clerk  to  Meffirs,, 
Smith,  W right  and  Gray,  bankers, 
with  robbing  and  attempting  to 
murder  him.  It  appeared  on  their 
examination,  that  one  of  the  men 
had  lodged  an  accepted  bill  at  the 
banking  -  houfe,  to  be  received 
when  due,  and  the  money  to  be 
remitted  into  the  country,  accord¬ 
ing  to  diredion.  As  this  pre¬ 
tended  bili  was  direded  to  an 
empty  houfe,  and  had  fever  at 
days  to  run,  the  villains  in  the 
mean  time  applied  to  the  perfons 
who  had  the  letting  of  the  houfe, 
to  take  it,  had  taken  it,  and  got 
the  key,  under  pretence  of  getting 
the  houfe  cleaned.  The  landlord 
being  made  acquainted  with  the 
hafie  his  new  tenants  were  in  to 
take  poffeffion,  and  not  very  well 
liking  their  defcription,  defired 
the  miflrefs  of  the  public-houfe, 
on  the  cppofite  fide  of  the  way, 
to  have  an  eye  to  their  proceed¬ 
ings.  Accordingly,  on  the  day 
when  the  bill  became  due,  ffie 
obferved  two  men  enter  the  houfe, 
and  open  the  parlour  windows, 
and  prefently  after,  a  third  man 

came 
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came  and  knocked  at  the  door, 
was  let  in,  and  the  door  Ihut. 
Attending  to  fee  the  event,  Ihe 
thought  Ihe  heard  an  uncommon 
noife,  and  kepping  over  the  way, 
and  likening,  was  kruck  with  the 
found  of  murder,  pronounced  in  a 
hoarfe  faint  voice,  fucceeded  by  a 
kind  of  groaning,  which  very 
much  alarmed  herj  and  looking 
through  the  key- hole,  Ihe  faw  two 
men  dragging  the  third  down  the 
cellar  hairs,  on  which  ihe  cried 
out  violently  they're  murdering  a 
many  knocked  hard  at  the  door, 
and  begged  the  people  in  the  kreet 
to  break  it  open  ;  but  none  would 
interfere.  Being  enraged  at  their 
brutality,  fhe  burk  open  the  win¬ 
dow  herfelf,  and  was  entering, 
when  one  of  the  villains  opened 
the  door,  and  was  running  off ; 
but  on  the  cry  of  “  Stop  thief, ** 
he  was  inkantly  taken,  and  the 
other  fhe  feized  by  the  throat  her¬ 
felf,  and  dragged  him  to  her  own 
houfe,  by  which  this  horrid  con¬ 
trivance  was  brought  to  light. 
They  had  robbed  the  poor  man  of 
his  pocket-book,  and  had  nearly 
throttled  him  to  flop  his  noife, 
till  they  had  got  him  into  the 
back  cellar,  where  they  certainly 
defigned  to  have  murdered  him, 
had  not  the  woman  by  her  forti¬ 
tude  providentially  interpofed  to 
fave  his  life. 

„  ,  The  clerk  to  the  bank- 
’  ing  -  houfe  in  Lombard - 
kreet  was  again  examined  before 
the  lord  mayor,  with  regard  to 
the  attempt  of  a  robbery,  and  the 
manner  of  his  treatment  whilft  in 
the  houfe  in  Water-lane,  Black- 
friars  ;  but  he  refufed  to  take  an 
oath,  being  a  quaker.  The  lord 
mayor  ufed  many  arguments  to 


induce  him  to  do  it,  but  in  vain, 
whereupon  his  lordfhip  bound  him 
over  to  profecute  Darnford  and 
Newton  at  the  next  feffion  at  the 
Old-Bailey.  If  the  evidence  of 
Mrs.  Bouchier  and  her  affikants 
do  not  bring  the  fail  home  to 
them,  it  is  feared  the  two  offenders 
will  efcape. 

At  the  affizes  for  the  county  of 
Lincoln  was  tried  a  caufe  between 
the  hon.  John  Manners  and  al» 
derman  Sanfer,  for  pulling  down 
the  market-crofs  at  Grantham, 
and  converting  the  fame  to  hh 
own  ufe.  It  appeared  that  this 
crofs  had  flood  beyond  memory^ 
and  was  claimed  as  part  of  the 
manor  of  Grantham  by  the  plain¬ 
tiff.  The  defendant  fet  up  his 
right  to  take  it  down  by  a  pre¬ 
tended  grant  from  Charles  I.  or  II, 
which  gave  to  the  corporation  a 
market  and  three  fairs ;  but  the 
jury,  which  was  fpecial,  found  for 
the  plaintiff,  with  40I.  damages. 

A  moil  dreadful  korm 
of  thunder  and  lightning 
killed  a  man  making  hay  near 
Svvanfea  in  Glamorganfhire,  and 
fet  Hre  to  the  hay  on  which  he 
was  found.  The  fwivel  of  his 
watch  was  melted,  and  a  round 
hole  made  in  the  outer  cafe,  which 
fixed  it  to  the  inner  cafe,  but  no 
mark  appeared  on  his  body,  and 
only  a  black  fpot  on  his  fhirt, 
near  to  the  hole  made  in  his 
watch. 

On  the  fame  day  a  horfe  and 
18  fheep  were  kruck  dead  near 
Ufk,  in  Monmouthfhire.  They 
had  all  got  together  under  a  pear- 
tree,  to  avoid  the  violence  of  the 
tempek.  Two  horfes  were  alfo 
killed  by  the  lightning  in  a  liable 
near  PontypooL 

At 
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At  the  court  at  St.  James’s,  the 
1 8th  of  Auguft,  1780,  prefent, 
the  king’s  mok  excellent  ma- 
jelly  in  council. 

His  majefty  in  council  was  this 
day  pleafed  to  order,  that  the 
parliament,  which  Hands  pro¬ 
rogued  to  Tnurfday,  the  24th  of 
this  inkant,  Auguft,  fhould  he 
further  prorogued  to  Thurfday 
the  28th  day  of  September  next. 

v  About  fix  o’clock  in  the 
*9  n*  afternoon,  as  the  phaeton 

of . -  Manners,  Efq;  fon  of  lord 

W.  Manners,  was  handing  in  Ar- 
lingtcn-ftreet,  St.  James’s,  the 
horfes  fuddenly  took  fright,  and 
ran  into  Piccadilly  at  a  furious 
rate,  and  threw  down  a  man  who 
had  a  child  in  his  arms.  Both  the 
man  and  child  were  greatly 
bruiled  ;  but  it  unfortunately 
happened  that  the  man  had  a 
bottle  of  aqua-fortis  in  his  hand  : 
the  bottle  was  broke  in  the  fall, 
and  great  part  of  the  liquid  pour- 
inn;  upon  the  child,  occaiioned  a 
moll  fhocking;  and  terrible  fcene 
of  mifery  and  diftrefs  ;  nor  had 
the  man  much  better  fortune. 
The  cloaths  of  both  were  on  Ere, 
their  bodies  mod:  horridly  burnt, 
fwelled,  and  their  eyes  clofed  uo, 
&c.  The  cries  of  the  child  were 
truly  pitiable.  At  length  their 
cloaths  were  cut  off  (for  they  could 
not  otherwife  be  got  off),  and 
they  were  put  into  linen  furnifhed 
by  the  neighbours,  and  carried  to 
St.  George’s  Hofpital,  without 
hopes  of  their  recovery. 

,  Came  on  at  the  Gujld- 
29  n*  hall  of  the  city  of  Briftol, 
before  jullice  Nares  and  a  fpecial 
jury,  the  trial  between  Mr.  Caton, 
plaintiff,  and  a  captain  and  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  the  imprefs  fervice  cie- 
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fendants,  on  an  aflion  for  illegally 
imprefiing  and  imprifoning  the 
plaintiff  in  July  17 79,  behaving 
at  no  time  a<fted  in  any  other  ca¬ 
pacity  than  as  owner  or  maker  of 
a  veffel  at  fea  ;  when  the  jury 
gave  a  verdict  in  his  favour  with 
50I.  damages.  The  damages  were 
laid  at  5C00I. 

Lately  was  prefented  to  the  lord 
mayor  of  York,  by  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  a  clufter  of  Sy¬ 
rian  grapes,  the  largeft,  it  is  fup- 
pofed,  that  ever  grew  in  England. 
Its  girt  round  was  live  feet  nin# 
inches,  and  its  weight  11  pounds 
10  ounces. 

A  fhocking  murder  was  com¬ 
mitted  at  Milton,  near  Chrift- 
Church,  Hants,  by  a  gang  of 
fmugglers,  v/ho  went  to  the  houfe 
of  Mr.  John  Buffey,  officer  of 
cuftoms,  called  him  up,  and  frac¬ 
tured  his  ikull  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  feven  pieces  were  taken  from 
it.  He  lived  in  great  agony  till 
the  27th,  when  he  expired. 

Cambridge,  Auguft  18.  On  Mon¬ 
day  laft,  Anne  Jeffrey  and  Mary 
Wells,  two  poor  women  belonging 
to  Cambridge,  who  had  been  in. 
the  fields  to  glean,  were  found  by 
the  road  fide  in  a  kind  of  itupor, 
by  a  gentleman  who  was  returning 
home.  On  enquiry,  it  appeared 
they  had  been  ignorantly  eating 
the  berries  of  the  deadly  night- 
Ihade.  The  gentleman  very  hu¬ 
manely  brought  the  poor  women 
to  Mr.  Hoffman,  chymift,  on  the 
Peafe-hill,  who  immediately  ap¬ 
plied  proper  remedies,  and  both 
the  women  are  now  perfectly  re¬ 
covered. 

Many  inftances  might  be  given 
of  the  fatal  effects  of  this  plant. 
Two  young  Engliih  gentlemen, 

travelling 
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travelling  in  France,  and  being 
thirfly,  were  tempted  by  the  in¬ 
viting  appearance  or  the  berry,  of 
which  they  imprudently  eat,  which 
brought  on  an  immediate  itupor, 
and  occafioned  their  death.  Two 
iludents  in  the  botanic  garden  at 
Leyden  alfo  eat  of  the  berries  of 
the  nightfhade  ;  one  of  them  died 
the  next  day,  the  other  with  great 
difficulty  was  recovered.  About 
/even  years  ago,  a  labourer  who 
was  at" work  in  Trinity-College, 
ignorantly  eat  a  plant  of  the  night¬ 
fhade  by  way  of  fallad,  but  for¬ 
tunately  applied  to  Mr.  Hoffman, 
by  whom  he  was  cured,  a  he 
method  of  cure,  recommended  by 
Mr.  Hoffman,  is  to  give  a  vomit 
as  foon  as  poffible,_  then  to  drink 
vinegar  or  lemon  juice,  about  a 
pint  diluted  in  an  equal  quantity 
of  water,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
and  to  walk  the  patient  about  to 
prevent  deep,  which  would  be 
fatal.  For  the  information  of  our 
readers,  we  add  a  botanical  de* 
fcription  of  the  plant. 

Belladonna,  deadly  nightfhade, 
or  dwale:  Item  ereft,  forked, 
branched,  three  or  four  feet  high  ; 
leaves  oval,  entire,  large,  hairy, 
fob,  pointed  ;  dowers  dead  pur¬ 
ple,  numerous,  on  pedicles  from 
the  alse  of  the  leaves,  fmgle; 
fruit,  when  ripe,  a  large  black 
gloilY  berry  ;  it  grows  in  woods, 
hedges,  &c.  and  is  ripe  in  June, 
July,  and  Auguft.  The  Italians 
give  the  name  of  Belladonna  to 
this  plant,  becaufe  the  ladies  in 
Italy  make  ufe  of  a  water  diiiilled 
from  the  nightfhade  as  a  cofmetic  ; 
and  the  miniature  painters  prepare 
from  the  fruit  a  moll  beautiful 
green  colour. 

°  Soon  after  the  accident  above- 
mentioned,  five  foldiers  belonging 


to  the  Suffex  regiment  of  militia, 
quartered  near  Dorking,  Surry, 
were  violently  affefted  by  eating 
of  the  berries  of  the  nightfhade  ; 
but  fortunately,  after  fix  or  eight 
days  illnefs,  were  all  recovered. 

Poland ,  Auguft  7.  We  have  re¬ 
ceived  affecting  accounts  from 
Auflrian  Moldavia,  that  the  Io- 
culls,  which  appeared  in  autumn 
lafl  in  the  diflrid  of  Herza  in  that 
province,  having  then  depofited 
their  eggs,  they  now  appear  in  a 
thoufand  times  greater  number 
than  lafl  year,  and  are  two  inches 
long;  they  are  divided  into  three 
formidable  armies  ;  the  fir  ft  ex¬ 
tends  feven  leagues  in  length,  and 
nine  in  breadth,  from  Herza  to 
Potufhan  ;  the  fecond  extends 
from  Roman  to  the  Danube,  which 
is  about  eight  leagues and  the 
third  from  Jaffy  to  Beffarabia : 
they  have  defiroyed  all  the  grafs, 
fruit,  and  even  leaves  of  the  fo¬ 
re  ft  trees,  but  have  not  yet  touched 
the  vines  or  the  wheat ;  they  are 
as  yet  too  young  to  fly,  and  if, 
when  they  rife,  the  wind  lets  to¬ 
wards  Auflrian  Moldavia,  that 
fine  country  will  be  ruined. 

Leghorn ,  Auguft  12.  We  hear 
from"  Rome,  that  they  had  a 
luftrum  (or  a  numbering  of  the 
people)  there  on  the  24th  of  June, 
when  it  appeared  there  were  in. 
that  city  155,184  inhabitants;  of 
whom  were  36,485  houfe-keepers. 
In  this  number  were  included 
3847  monks,  2827  fecular  priefts, 
1910  nuns,  1065  'ftudents,  1470 
alms-houfe  poor,  7  negroes,  and 
52  perfons  not  Romans.  The 
numbers  born  from  June  24,  1 779, 
to  June  24,  1780,  were  5228,  and 
the  burials  7181. 

Paris,  Auguft  21.  The  king, 
ever  attentive  to  give  his  fubjefts 

frefh 
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ffefh  proofs  of  his  love  and  equi¬ 
ty,  would  have  his  name-day, 
Auguft  25,  marked  by  an  aft  of 
benevolence  to  his  people.  In 
confequence,  his  majefty,  of  his 
own  proper  motion,  has  abolished 
on  that  day,  la  queftien  prelimi- 
naire ,  (the  torture)  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  barbarous  cuftom, 
preferved  fince  the  ages  of  igno¬ 
rance,  criminals  were  put  to,  a 
moment  before  their  execution. 
The  edift,  ordaining  that  abo¬ 
lition,  will  foon  appear,  and  the 
fovereign  courts,  who  have  long 
lamented  that  cuftom,  though 
obliged  to  put  it  in  execution, 
will  receive  the  new  law  with 
rapture. 

Peterfburg ,  Auguft  26.  This 
evening  at  about  ei<£ht  o’clock, 
this  city  was  terribly  alarmed  by  a 
dreadful  fire  breaking  out  in  the 
hemp  magazine,  which  raged  with 
fuch  violence,  that  it  was  not  only 
impoffible  to  Hop  its  burning  down 
the  warehoufe,  but  even  its  com¬ 
municating  to  feveral  veffels  that 
were  loaded  and  loading  with 
hemp,  flax,  oil,  and  cordage, 
which,  being  all  combuftible 
goods,  made  the  conflagration 
very  tremendous  ;  and  had  not 
the  flames  taken  another  direction, 
the  whole  quarter  of  Wafily- 
Oftrovv  muft  have  been  burnt. 
The  fire,  however,  communicated 
to  a  magazine  which  was  furround- 
ed  with  water,  and  contained  great 
part  of  the  la  ft  crop  of  tobacco 
which  grew  in  the  Ukraine.  The 
fire  burnt  three  days,  and  the  da¬ 
mage  done  by  it  is  reckoned  at 
two  millions  of  roubles  ;  the  num¬ 
ber  of  people  who  have  loft  their 
lives  is  not  yet  known,  but  from 
various  circumftances  it  is  not 
doubted  but  it  muft  be  very 
great. 
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Died,  At  Simanfton,  Mrs. 
Suf.  Evifon,  aged  108. 

At  Liverpool,  Mr.  W.  Ellis, 
aged  130  years  and  6  months. 

At  his  feat  at  Antermonie,  ]ohn 
Bell,  Efq;  who  in  1715,  1716, 
1717,  1718,  accompanied,  as 

phyfician  and  furgeon,  Peter  the 
Great’s  embafly  to  Perfia,  and 
in  1719,  1720,  1721,  that  to 
China,  of  which  he  published  a 
particular  account  in  2  vols.  4to. 
Glafgow,  1762,  fince  reprinted 
in  2  vols.  izmo. 

Sir  John  JefFerfon,  Knt.  aged 
96. 

At  Epping,  Mr.  Ed.  Brinton, 
aged  102. 

At  Blackwall,  Capt*  T.  Welch, 
aged  98. 

W.  Raymond,  Efq;  aged  96. 

At  his  houfe  in  Piccadilly,  R. 
Hutchinfon,  Efq;  aged  97. 

At  Plaiftow,  Capt.  W.  Mon¬ 
tague,  aged  97. 

Rev.  Mr.  Richard  Dillon,  late 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  chapel  in 
Moorfields,  where  he  had  refided 
for  36  years,  till  it  was  deftroyed 
by  the  mob  in  the  late  riots  ;  at 
the  fame  time  his  houfe  having 
been  totally  pulled  down,  his 
books  and  houfehold  furniture 
burnt,  without  even  a  bed  being 
left  for  him  to  lie  on  ;  the  fhock 
he  received  from  fuch  barbarous 
treatment  deeply  affefted  his  health 
and  fpirits,  and  is  fuppofed  to 
have  haftened  his  death.  He  was 
a  younger  brother  of  the  ancient 
family  of  Preuafton,  in  the  county 
of  Meath,  in  Ireland;  and  his 
character  was  univerfally  refpefted 
and  efteemed  by  a  numerous  ac¬ 
quaintance. 

Of  convulfions  in  the  ftomach, 
occafioned  by  eating  mufhrooms 
ftewed  in  a  bell-metal  faucepan, 
Ch.  Maitland,  Efq;  of  Raynham. 
[P]  ‘  SEP- 
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SEPTEMBER. 

«  A  proclamation  was  iiTued 
1  L*  by  the  king  in  council,  for 
diffolving  the  prefen t  parliament, 
and  declaring  the  calling  of  ano¬ 
ther ;  the  writs  for  which  to  bear 
date  on  Saturday  the  2d  day  of 
this  inftant  September,  and  to  be 
returnable  on  Tuefday  the  3 1  ft  day 
of  October  following. 

This  day  there  was  a 
?ul“  numerous  meeting,  in  the 
portico  of  Covent  Garden  church, 
in  order  to  eleft  two  proper  per- 
fons  to  reprefen t  the  city  of  Well- 
minder  in  the  enfuing  parliament, 
when  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Lin¬ 
coln,  Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney, 
bart.  and  the  Hon.  Charles  Fox, 
were  put  in  nomination  as  candi¬ 
dates.  The  majority  of  hands  be¬ 
ing  declared  in  favour  of  Lord 
Lincoln  and  Sir  George  Rodney, 
a  poll  was  demanded  for  Mr.  Fox. 

A  court  of  hu (lings  was 
held  at  Guildhall,  for  the 
eleblion  of  four  members  to  repre¬ 
sent  this  city  in  the  enfuing  parlia¬ 
ment. 

Upon  thefeparate  (hew  of  hands, 
the  (heri(Fs  declared  the  election 
to  have  fallen  upon  Aldermen 
Bayley,  Bull,  Sawbridge,  and 
New  n  ham. 

Mr.  Alderman  Townfend  de¬ 
clined  any  conteft ;  but  the  friends 
of  Aldermen  Kirkman  and  Clarke 
demanded  polls,  which  commenc¬ 
ed  at  four  o'clock. 


turn  of  two  members  to  reprefent 
the  county  of  Middiefex  in  the  en¬ 
fuing  parliament. 

About  eleven  o’clock  the  unde? 
IherifF  opened  the  bufinefs  upon  a? 
temporary  huftings  built  for  that 
purpofe ;  and  after  reading  the 
writ,  and  the  adds  of  parliament 
refpedfting  the  mode  of  eleblion, 
John  Wilkes  and  George  Byng, 
Efqrs.  were  propofed  as  candidates 
by  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Taylor;  no 
other  perfon  being  put  in  nomina  ■ 
tion,  thefe  gentlemen  were  de¬ 
clared  of  courfe  unanimoufly 
elebted. 

This  morning  about  half  paft 
four  o’clock,  a  duel  was  fought  in 
Hy de-Park  between  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Bate,  of  Surrey-ftreet,  and  Mr.  R. 
a  ftudent  of  the  law,  late  of  Stff 
John’s  College,  Cambridge.  The 
quarrel  arofe  from  fome  circum- 
itances  relating  to  the  conduct 
of  the  Morning-Poft,  in  which 
they  are  both  engaged.  The 
chance  of  the  firft  ftre  falling  to 
Mr.  B.  he  difcharged  his  piftol, 
and  hit  Mr.  R.  in  the  flelhy  part 
of  the  right  arm  ;  the  wound, 
however,  was  not  fufticient  to  in¬ 
capacitate  him  from  returning  the 
fire,  which  he  did,  but  without 
effect.  The  feconds  now  inter- 
pofed,  and  the  affair  was  ad- 
j  ufted. 

At  three  o’clock,  the  poll  . 
finifhed  at  Guildhall,  for 
four  reprefentatives  for  this  city#) 
when  the  numbers  were :  for  Alder* 


.  A  county 

Uth-  at  Brentford 

court  was 
,  for  the 

held 

elec- 

man 

Fr. 

Sat. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

Th. 

Fr. 

Tot. 

Hayley  -  -  - 

228 

424 

547 

95 1 

73* 

583 

598 

4062 

Kirkman  - 

160 

349 

5 1 1 

91 1 

719 

563 

59 1 

3,804 

Bull  -  -  -  - 

15  1 

294 

427 

698 

5. 1 2 

478 

59° 

3 1 5° 

Newnham  -  - 

-  J37 

272 

437 

7°3 

577 

425 

485 

3°36 

Sawbridge 

152 

280 

347 

583 

492 

499 

604 

2957 

Clarke  -  -  - 

-  1 10 

1.74 

239 

400 

349 

241 

258 

i77s 

Soon 

CHRONICL  E. 


Soon  after  the  poll  clofed,  ad¬ 
vice  was  received  from  Margate- 
that  Mr.  Alderman  Kirkman  died 
on  that  day  at  that  place. 

This  day  the  poll  finally  clofed 
*or  the  borough  of  Southwark  ; 
the  numbers  hood  as  follows: 

For  Sir  Richard  Hotham  1177 
Mr.  Poihill  -  1025 

JVIr.  Tnrale  -  769 

,  ,  The  event  of  yefterday’s 

1  r  *  buflnefs  is  that  Mr.  Kirk- 
man  will  be  returned,  as  of  courfe, 
and  there  will  be  a  new  writ  iffued 
for  the  election  of  a  member  in  his 
Read,  after  the  meeting  of  par¬ 
liament. 

^  A  moft  alarming  tempeft 

1 "  *  of  thunder  and  lightning 

threw  the  inhabitants  ofEaftbourne 
in  Kent  into  the  utmoft  confterna- 
ticn.  A  ftream  of  electrical  lire 
fell  upon  the  houfe  occupied  by 
Mr.  Adair,  next  to  that  in  which 
Prince  Edward  reiided  ;  and  juft 
at  the  clofe  of  the  ftorrxi,  when  the 
feverity  of  it  was  fo  far  fubfided  as 
to  leave  no  apprehenfions  of  dan¬ 
ger,  two  of  Mr.  Adair’s  fervants 
were  going  out  to  view  an  engage¬ 
ment  at  fea,  when  the  coachman, 
who  was  foremoft,  was  {truck  in- 
ftantly  dead,  and  thrown  back 
againft  the  butler,  who,  without 
being  fenfible  of  the  caufe,  fell 
likewife  to  the  ground.  Upon  re¬ 
covering  his  furprize,  he  ran  up 
ftairs  in  anfwer  to  the  bell  which 
was  rung  by  the  houfekeeper. 
The  butler’s  reoort  fuggefted  the 
necefiity  of  enquiring  af:er  the  reft 
of  the  family.  Upon  opening  the 
dining-room  door,  Mr.  Adair  was 
.found  lying  on  the  floor,  apparent¬ 
ly  in  a  ft..te  of  inieniibility.  He 
had  fullained  a  fevere  liroke,  which 
affected  his  whole  left  fide,  and 
particularly  ftis  arm,  which  was  at 
hrft  fuppofed  to  have  been  broken. 
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Amidft  the  hurry  and  confufion* 
the  footman’s  abfence  was  not  no¬ 
ticed,  who  had  fhared  in  his  fel¬ 
low -fervant’s  fate  ;  he  was  found 
ftretched  out  on  the  floor  in  the  pan¬ 
try,  and  actually  dead.  Mils  Adair 
was  in  her  room  drefling,  and, 
though  the  wood  work  of  the  bed, 
from  which  fhe  had  juft  rifen,  was 
fhivered  in  pieces,  fhe  very  hap¬ 
pily  did  not  fuftain  the  leaft  per¬ 
sonal  injury.  The  houfe,  appen¬ 
dages,  and  furniture,  were  much 
damaged,  the  chimney  fplit,  and 
partly  thrown  down,  the  windows 
fhattered,  looking-glafies  broken, 
bell-wires  in  fome  of  the  rooms 
melted,  and  cornices  difplaced.  In 
the  room  where  the  footman  was 
found,  a  large  ftone,  forming  a 
part  of  the  front-wall,  was  forced 
out  of  its  place.  A  feal  ring  (on 
Mr.  Adair’s  finger)  was  cracked 
round  the  fetting  of  the  ftone,  and 
the  watch  which  was  in  his  pocket 
bore  the  appearance  of  being  bat¬ 
tered.  A  very  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftance  regarding  the  coachman 
was  this  ;  though  it  was  evident, 
from  the  livid  marks  on  his  bread, 
that  he  received  the  fatal  ftroke 
there,  the  lightning  had  perforated 
a  round  hole  in  the  lower  part  of 
his  wig  behind,  which  exhibited 
no  figns  of  being  burnt,  but  looked 
as  if  it  had  been  cut  with  a  pinking 
iron.-- None  of  the  neighbouring 
houfes  received  damage. 

This  morning  the  lord 
mayor  held  a  wardmote  at 
Guildhall  for  the  election  of  an  al¬ 
derman  for  the  v/ard  of  Cheap, 
in  the  room  of  John  Kirkman,  Efq; 
deceafed,  when  William  Creigh¬ 
ton,  ETq;  a  Weft-India  merchant, 
was  chofen  without  opposition. 

The  fame  day  the  trials  o  ,, 
ended  at  the  fefiions  houfe 
in  the  Old-Bailey,  when, feven teen 

[P]  2  prifoners 
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prifoners  were  tried  ;  three  of 
whom  were  convicted  of  felony, 
two  of  riots,  and  twelve  were  ac¬ 
quitted  ;  14  capital  convicts  re¬ 
ceived  judgment  of  death. 

»  At  the  clofe  of  the  poll 
" 2  this  day  for  the  city  and  li¬ 
berty  of  We  dm  in  Her,  the  numbers 
were  as  follow  : 

For  Sir  G.  Bridges  Rodney  5298 
Hon.  Charles  Fox  4878 

Lord  Lincoln  4157 

^  Lord  Lincoln  having  lalt 
a  night  given  up  the  contefl 
for  Weftmiiifter,  by  declining  the 
poll,  this  day  the  high  bailiff  re¬ 
turned  Sir  George  Rodney,  and 
the  Hon.  Charles  Fox,  duly  elec¬ 
ted,  Lord  Lincoln  then  demanded 
a,  fcrutiny,  which  is  to  begin  on 
the  10th  of  October.  Admiral 
Young,  as  proxy  for  Admiral 
Rodney,  and  Mr.  Fox,  were  then 
chaired,  and  carried  in  triumph, 
through  different  flreets  to  the 
Duke  of  Rutland’s,  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land’s,  and  Duke  of  Devon  fhire’s  ; 
after  which  they  were  brought 
back  to  Covent  Garden  to  the 
committee  room,  amidft  a  nume¬ 
rous  crowd  of  fpedlators. 

Leipfick ,  Sept .  22.  The  famous 
town  of  Gera,  fo  renowned  for  its 
man u failures,  is  now  no  more.  A 
moil  violent  fire  broke  out  there 
on  the  18th,  which  in  a  very  fhort 
time  made  fuch  rapid  progrefs, 
that  it  was  impoifible  to  extinguifh 
it,  particularly  as  the  wind  blew 
very  flrong,  and  carried  the  flakes 
of  Are  from  one  part  to  another, 
which,  as  the  houfes  are  molily 
covered  with  wood,  cut  and  placed 
in  the  imitation  of  dates,  Icon 
irade  the  conflagration  general. 
In  fhort,  one  cattle,  an  hofpital, 
and  fom-e  fmall  houfes,  which  were 


out  of  the  town,  are  all  that  arc 
left  out  of  744  houfes,  of  which  that 
town  was  cornpofed  ;  within  the 
walls  not  one  houfe  is  Handing, 
The  lofs  in  merchandize  of  various 
forts,  corn,  manufactures,  &c.  is 
immenfe,  and  a  very  great  num¬ 
ber  of  perfons,  of  all  ages,  are 
faid  to  be  miffing.  In  fhort,  the 
defolation  of  this  once  flourishing 
town  of  Gera  is  fcarce  to  be  equal¬ 
led  in  hiflory. 

On  the  zzd  ult.  arrived  at 
Stromnefs,  the  Refolution  andDif- 
covery,  commanded  by  Captain 
Gore  and  Captain  King,  after  a 
voyage  of  four  years  and  four 
months  on  difcoveries.  Their  prin¬ 
cipal  objedt  was  to  fearch  for  a 
North  Eafl  or  North  Well  paffage 
from  the  fea  of  Kamfkatka  to  Eu¬ 
rope.  This-  they  have  determined 
not  to  exifl,  at  leall  for  any  com¬ 
mercial  purpofe.  It  is  faid  they 
have  difcovered  a  considerable 
group  of  new  iflands  in  the  South 
feas,  and  that  they  have  explored  a 
trad!  of  country  on  the  weflern  coafl 
of  America,  of  the  extent  of  up¬ 
wards  of  20  degrees  of  latitude. 

Lafl  month  a  violent  fhock  of  an 
earthquake  was  felt  in  Flint  and 
Denbigh  fhires  :  alfo  in  Anglefea 
and  at  Caernarvon,  but  not  at 
Conway  ;  flrongly  at  Llunrwfl, 
acrofs  thevale  of  Clwyd,  at  Down¬ 
ing  and  Holiwell,  which  Jail  place 
was  the  further!  it  could  be  traced 
in  Flintfhire. 

Died,  At  Inch,  in  the  county 
of  Wexford,  Mr.  Henry  Grofve- 
nor,  furveyor  of  the  coall  at  Black- 
water,  aged  1 15  years.  Hewasof 
French  extradlion,  very  fpari  ng  in 
his  diet,  and  ufed  much  exercife  \ 
no  one  perferved  more  what  the 

X 

French  call  the  youth  of  old  age, 

being 
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being  an  agreeable  chearful  com¬ 
panion,  at  the  age  of  ioo,  when 
he  married  his  lait  wife. 

At  Winterborne,  Hants,  Sufan 
Edmonds,  aged  104. 


O  C  T  O  B  E  R. 

1  At  a  court  of  common 
council  held  at  Guildhall,  a 
motion  was  made  that  the  cham¬ 
berlain  do  immediately  lay  before 
the  court  an  account  of  all  mo¬ 
nies  paid  out  of  the  chamber  on 
account  of  the  lord  mayor,  which 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

The  chamberlain  withdrew,  and 
returned  with  an  account,  which 
being  read, 

A  motion  was  made  that  the 
/urn  of  8 1 4 1 .  1  s.  paid  on  account 
of  the  lord  mayor’s  view  of  the 
river  and  expedition  to  Windfor, 
.ought  not  to  be  defrayed  by  the 
city,  being  totally  unneceffary  and 
highly  extravagant.  This  brought 
on  great  debate,  which  laded  for 
near  an  hour  and  a  half,  when  the 
previous  quedion  was  put,  and  car¬ 
ried  in  the  negative ;  the  firft 
queilion  was  then  put,  and  rcfolv- 
■ed  in  the  affirmative. 

In  confequence  of  its  being 
thrown  out  in  the  courfe  of  the 
debate,  that  the  audit  dinners  in 
general  were  very  extravagant,  Mr. 
Sheriff  Sainfbury  made  a  motion 
that  in  future  tl\e  expences  at  the 
auditing  the  city  and  Bridgehoufe 
accounts,  do  not  exceed  50 1.  which 
was  unanimoufly  agreed  to. 

A  motion  was  made,  andqueflion 
put,  that  the  chamberlain  do  not 
•pay  the  lord  mayor  more  than  the 
fum  of  352  1.  19  s.  of  the  balance 
due  to  iiis  lordihip  out  of  the  am¬ 
ple  allowance  given  by  this  city. 
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This  caufed  freih  debates,  which 
laded  for  a  confiderable  time  ;  the 
lord  mayor  declined  to  put  the 
quedion  for  fome  time,  but  hav¬ 
ing  confented,  the  quedion  being 
put,  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirm¬ 
ative. 

Advice  was  this  day  received, 
that  the  Fairy  doop  of  war,  and 
the  Vedal  frigate,  being  cruifing 
on  the  Newfoundland  dation,  they 
fell  in  with  and  took  an  American 
packet,  on  board  of  which  was 
Mr.  Laurens,  Preddent  of  the 
Congrefs. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Laurens  per¬ 
ceived  the  Englifh  tarmed  boat 
make  up  to  the  veil'd  in  which  he 
was,  he  threw  the  box  that  con* 
tained  the  letters  overboard  ;  but 
the  lead  that  was  annexed  to  it 
proving  infufficient  for  finking  it 
immediately,  one  of  the  daring 
tars  belonging  to  the  Vedal  leaped 
from  the  boat,  and  kept  it  adoat 
till  the  red  affided  him  in  recover^ 
ing  it. 

Mr.  Laurens  was  bound  to  Hol¬ 
land,  with  a  commiffion  from  the 
Congrefs  ;  and  the  purport  of  his 
bufinefs,  it  is  faid,  was  of  fuch  a 
nature  as  mud  have  produced  hodi- 
lities  between  this  country  and  the 
States,  if  this  accident  had  not 
intervened.  The  papers  are  of 
confequence  which  havebeen  found 
in  the  box  above-mentioned  ;  they 
contain  an  explicit  detail  of  his 
bufinefs  with  the  States,  and  a  full 
defcription  of  his  powers  andcom- 
midion  there. 

On  Friday,  October  6th,  about 
twelve  o’clock,  purfuant  to  an  or¬ 
der  for  that  purpofe,  Mr.  Laurens 
was  brought  in  a  hackney-coach  to 
Lord  Germaine’s  Office,  accompa¬ 
nied  only  by  Mr.  Addington.  The 
Earl  of  Hillfborough,  Lord  Vif- 

[PJ  3  count 
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count  Stormont,  and  Lord  George 
Germaine,  three  of  his  majefty’s 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  at¬ 
tended  by  his  majefty's  Solicitor- 
general,  being  prefent,  Mr.  Lau¬ 
rens  went  under  a  long  examina¬ 
tion,  which  Iafted  till  near  fix 
o'clock,  when  a  warrant  of  com¬ 
mitment  was  made  out,  rigned  by 
the  three  Secretaries  of  State,  com¬ 
mitting  him  a  clofe  prifoner  to 
the  Tower.  Mr.  Laurens  was  con¬ 
veyed  privately  foon  afterwards,  as 
before,  in  a  hackney-coach,  ac¬ 
companied  by  two  military  officers, 
sand  two  meflengers,  who  were  like- 
wife  named  in  the  warrant.  They 
arrived  at  the  Tower  about  feven 
o'clock,  and  delivered  their  pri¬ 
foner  into  the  cuftody  of  the  go¬ 
vernor. 

^  In  confequence  of  an  ad- 
drefs  to  his  majelly,  from  the 
Houfeof  Commons,  dated  the  6th 
of  July  lari,  the  claims  of  a  con  fi¬ 
de  rajble  number  of  fufFerets  by  the 
late  rebellious  infurreftions,  have 
been  laid  before  the  Board  of 
Works,  ,  the  principal  officers  of 
which  have  made  a  report  thereof 
to  the  Lords  of  the  Treafurv. 

,  A  moft  violent  whirlwind 
'  or  tornado  burft  on  Ham- 
merfrnith,  R.oehampton,  Rich¬ 
mond,  Kingllon,  and  the  envi¬ 
rons.  The  riorm  feems  to  have- 
come  in  one  dire&ion  from  S.  to 
N.  it  beat  open  the  S.  door  of 
Ham  merfrnith  church,  though  a 
very  ftrong  one,  and  the  chan¬ 
delier  becoming  a  conductor  to  the 
lightning,  it  pari  direttly  through 
the  church,  and  beat  out  a  very 
large  Gothic  window  on  the  north 
fide,  which  was  full  of  ftrong 
workmanthip  both  in  iron  and 
fione ;  tore  down  the  fronts  of 
fome  houfes,  blew  down  walls. 


and  tore  up  large  trees  by  the 
roots  ;  all  the  windows  on  the  S. 
ride  of  the  church  were  broken  by 
tiles  from  the  adjacent  houfes. 
The  time  of  its  duration  at  Ham- 
merfmith  did  not  exceed  four  mi¬ 
nutes.  At  Roehampton  a  barn, 
with  fome  poor  people  in  it  was 
blown  down,  and  feven  out  of  ele¬ 
ven  were  fent  to  the  hofpital;  a 
liable  full  of  horfes  was  likewife 
deriroyed.  The  effe&s  of  the  light¬ 
ning  on  the  ground  of  the  fields, 
and  of  the  riorm  on  the  larged 
trees,  was  moft  aftonifhing,  and 
ftill  continue  to  draw  a  concourfe 
of  fpe&ators.  It  has  been  faid, 
but  we  do  not  vouch  it,  that  the 
Harm  carried  a  large  tree  clear  acrofs 
the  Thames. 

The  violent  ftorm,  which  did  fo 
much  damage  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  London,  was  ftill  more  fe- 
verely  felt  at  Cherburgh  on  the 
coaft  of  France,  where  feveral  fhips 
were  driven  out  of  the  bay  ;  the 
fea  rofe  to  an  alarming  height ;  at 
Vologne  the  convent  was  ftruck 
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with  the  lightning;  in  the  foreft 
of  Tour  le  Ville  the  trees  were  iet 
on  fire  by  the  fiafhes,  which  were 
incefiant  for  fome  time:  in  Ihort, 
the  inhabitants  on  that  part  of  the 
coaft  for  many  miles  were  thrown 
into  the  utmoft  confternation. 

The  council-houfe  at  Salilbury, 
a  building  eredled  about  200  years 
ago,  and  containing  the  law  courts, 
was  burnt  down.  It  was  obferved 
on  fire  at  five  in  the  morning,  and 
extinguifhed  by  nine.  Happily 
the  charters,  pidures,  and  furni¬ 
ture,  were  faved. 

Mr.  Langdale,  the  diftil-  ^ 
ler,  whofe  houfes  were  de-  1 
ftroyed  by  the  rioters  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  June  lari,  brought  his  ac¬ 
tion  againil  the  lord  mayor  by  ar- 

reft. 
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reft,  for  the  recovery  of  40,0001. 
being  a  lofs  fuftained  by  the  negli¬ 
gence  of  the  city  magiftrates. 

A  The  feffions  ended  at  the 
21  *  Old  Bailey,  when  the  fol¬ 
lowing  perfons  received  fentence 
of  death,  viz.  Anne  Lavender,  for 
healing  a  metal  watch,  a  pair  of 
hone  buckles,  a  diamond  ring, 
and  fome  apparel,  the  property  of 
Mary  Adams,  at  her  houfe  in 
Southampton-ftreet,  Bloomibury ; 
James  John fon  and  Richard  Brown, 
for  healing  two  geldings,  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  James  Crow,  out  of  his 
field  at  Edinford,  in  Bedfordfhire  ; 
Richard  Hapgood,  for  healing  a 
quantity  of  wearing  apparel,  the 
property  of  Mr.  Adams,  in  his 
houfe  in  Hatton-hreet ;  George 
Birhop,  a  letter-carrier  in  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Poll- Office,  for  felcniouhy 
fecreting  a  letter  fent  by  the  poh 
from  Burnley  in  Lancafhire,  from 
"Mr.  Greenwood,  directed  to  Mef-f. 
Jditchen  and  Wood,  in  Chandois- 
hreet,  containing  a  bill  of  ex¬ 
change  to  the  value  of  30  1.  and 
which  was  found  concealed  between 
two  boards  in  a  cellar,  part  of  the 
apartmen  ts  of  the  p/ifoner,  in  Jeru- 
falem- court;  Margaret  M‘Clach- 
lan  and  Mary  Allen,  for  robbing 
William  Copping,  in  a  dwelling- 
'houfc,  whom  they  habbed  in  the 
face,  and  threatened  to  dig  out 
his  eyes ;  and  Richard  Hill,  for 
■(Haling  linen  to  the  value  of  27  1. 
in  the  d  welling-houfe  of  Mr.  Lewis, 
oppofite  the  Manfion-houfe. 

A  young  man  was  tried  at  the 
above  fehions  on  a  charge  of  bur¬ 
glary  and  robbery  ;  all  the  fafts 
were  hrongly  againh  him,  but  a 
point  of  law  faved  his  life;  the 
breaking  and  entering  was  jull 
upon  the  eve  of  the  day,  and  hap¬ 
pened  not  to  be  after  dark  ;  the 
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recorder  therefore  obferved  to  the 
jury,  that  the  prifoner  was  entitled 
to  acquittal  for  the  burglary;  bat 
he  was  found  guilty  of  the  felo¬ 
ny,  and  the  recorder  immediately 
pronounced  fentence  of  three  years 
hard  labour  on  the  river  Thames. 
The  judge  obferved,  that  it  was  the 
nicety  of  the  law  queftion  which 
preferved  him  from  a  capital  con¬ 
viction,  and  not  any  mitigation  of 
the  real  fa£t  charged ;  that  for  fo 
heinous  an  offence  it  was  neceffary 
to  make  an  example  to  deter  fuch 
daring  offenders  in  future. 

A  court  of  common-  r  , 
council  was  held  at  Guild-  2JL1* 
hall,  when  a  motion  was  made 
and  carried  to  defend  the  lord 
mayor  and  fheriffs  in  the  fuit  com¬ 
menced  by  Mr.  Langdale,  after  a 
debate,  and  the  opinion  of  ^the  re¬ 
corder,  which  went  directly  to 
that  end. 

A  motion  to  difcharge  an  aider- 
man  with  the  cofts  of  a  contro- 
verfy  between  him  and  his  parifh, 
as  to  the  right  of  ferving  church¬ 
warden,  was  adjourned. 

The  expences  of  courts  of  con- 
fervancy  were  limited  to  300].  in 
every  mayoralty.  The  vacancies 
in  all  committees  were  ordered  to 
be  filled  up  at  a  fecond  court. 

A  motion  was  made,  feconded, 
and  refolved,  that  the  court  have 
infpeCtion. of  all  bills  drawn  upon 
the  corporation,  and  that  no  mo¬ 
ney  be  paid  out  of  the  chamber 
without  the  fpecial  direction  of 
the  court  of  common  -  council. 
Some  obfervations  upon  former  ac¬ 
counts  were  mentioned,  which  re¬ 
quired  a  nicer  enquiry  into  aj !  fu¬ 
ture  claims,  that  thejuftice  of  them 
may  be  afeertained. 

This  day  the  new  parlia¬ 
ment  met;  his  majefty  as 

in  4 
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ufual  afcended  the  throne  in  his 
royal  robes ;  and  being  feated.  Sir 
Fra.  Molineux,  gentleman  ufher  of 
the  black  rod,  was  lent  with  a  mef- 
fage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
commanding  their  attendance, 
when  his  majedy’s  pleafure  was 
dignified  to  them  by  the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor,  that  they  fhould  return  to 
their  Houfe  and  chufe  a  fpeaker, 
to  be  prefen  ted  to  his  majedy  for 
his  royal  approbation  the  next  day 
at  two  o’clock.  They  accordingly 
chofe  Charles  Wolfran  Cornwall, 
Efq. 

This  evening  the  ceremony  of 
thechriftening  of  the  young  prince 
was  performed  in  the  Great  Coun¬ 
cil-Chamber,  by  his  Grace  the 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury.  His 
royal  highnefs  was  named  Alfred. 
The  fponfors  were  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  Bifhop 
of  Ofnaburgh,  and  her  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Princefs  Royal. 

A  feffion  of  oyer  and  terminer 
and  gaol  delivery  of  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty  of  England, 
was  held  before  Sir  James  Marriot, 
lent,  judge  of  the  High  Court  of 
Admiralty,  and  Mr.  J udice  Heath ; 
when  James  Robinfon  was  tried  for 
piratically  and  felonioufly  running 
away  with  a  merchant  brig,  called 
the  Plermione,  in  the  Jamaica 
trade.  The  jury  acquitted  the  pri- 
foner. 

There  being  no  other  bills  of 
indictment  found  by  the  grand 
jury,  the  court  was  adjourned. 
'J’here  were  many  other  prifoners 
remanded  to  prifon  till  next  fef- 
fions. 

Paris,  Oft.  15.  M.  de  Sartine, 
the  minider  off  the  marine,  is  dif- 
jnided.  On  Friday  lad,  at  two 
o’clock*  Amelot*  Minider  and 


Secretary  of  State,  went  to  him  in. 
the  name  of  the  king,  and  de¬ 
manded  his  date  papers.  It  is 
faid,  that  he  delivered  to  him  a 
letter  from  the  king,  who  thanked 
him,  in  obliging  terms,  for  his 
fervices  in  the  marine. 

The  fucceifor  in  the  above  im¬ 
portant  pod,  is  M.  de  Caidres, 
lieutenant-general,  and  the  com¬ 
mandant  of  the  Gendarmerie; 
and  yederday  morning  he  went  to 
Marly,  where  the  court  is  at  pre- 
fent,  and  there  took  the  oaths  to 
the  king  in  quality  of  minider  of 
the  marine. 

Died.  At  Staunton,  Cumber¬ 
land,  Mrs.  M.  Smith,  aged  104. 

-  At  Fintray,  Scotland,  J.  Tay¬ 
lor,  aged  108. 

At  Taunton,  James  Codring- 
ton,  Efq;  aged  104. 

At  Wuicheder,  Mrs.  Clark,  aged 
105. 

In  Bright’s  Alley,  Gray’s-Inn- 
lane,  Elizabeth  Swanbrook,  aged 

in* 

Mrs.  Bradfhaw,  formerly  of 
Drury-lane  theatre.  The  circum- 
dances  of  her  death  are  worth  relat¬ 
ing.  She  had  a  few  years  ago  adopt¬ 
ed  a  young  girl ;  but  the  uncom¬ 
mon  care  which  fhe  had  taken  of 
her  education,  and  the  fatal  con- 
fequence  which  has  attended  the 
want  of  fuccefs  of  her  adopted, 
makes  it  now  believed  that  fhe 
was  really  Mrs.  Bradfhaw’s  own 
daughter;  for,  upon  her  return 
from  France,  fhe  was  engaged  to 
dance  at  Plymouth  ;  but  whether 
from  the  length  of  the  dance,  the 
timidity  of  the  performer,  or  the 
ill  nature  or  ignorance  of  the  au¬ 
dience,  fhe  was  hided,  The  effect 
this  misfortune  had  upon  Mrs. 
Bradfhaw  was  truly  tragical.  She 
fell  into  fits  indantly,  was  convey¬ 
ed 
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ed  home  raving  mad,  and  died  in 
a  fhort  time  after. 


NOVEMBER. 

The  Ioffes  fuftained  by  va¬ 
rious  perfons  during  the  riots, 
as  delivered  to  the  Board  of  Works, 
amounted,  previous  to  the  adver- 
tifements  from  that  office,  to 
130,000!.  Since  thofe  advertife- 
ments  feveral  other  articles  have 
been  given  in,  fuch  as  Newgate, 
a  prifon  in  the  Borough,  the  toll- 
houfes  on  Black  -  Friars  -  bridge, 
&c.  So  that  on  the  prefent  lift 
the  damages  amount  to  about 
l8o,oool. 

Oxford ,  Nov.  2.  Laft  week  di¬ 
vers  tradefmen  of  this  city  were 
defrauded  of  fums  to  the  amount 
of  upwards  of  iool.  by  a  female 
fharper  of  very  genteel  addrefs  and 
appearance,  who  had  made  Ox¬ 
ford  her  refidence  for  about  three 
weeks  paft,  in  company  with  a 
perfon  who  fpoke,  or  affeCted  to 
ipeak,  broken  Engliffi,  and  whom 
fhe  called  her  hufband.  This  fraud 
was  effected  by  negociating  falfe 
and  counterfeit  notes  on  copper¬ 
plate  cheques.  Thofe  put  off  here 
were  filled  up  in  an  exceeding  good 
hand  payable  to  Robert  Pearce 
or  order  at  a  banker’s  in  Lom- 
bard-ftreet,  London  ;  the  laft  in- 
dorfer,  A.  Clifford  ;  and  it  feems 
the  lady  had  daily  praCtifed  the 
art  of  going  from  fhop  to  ihop  in 
an  affable  way,  purchafing  trifles 
with  ready  money,  and  telling  the 
people  file  fhould  be  a  better  cuf- 
tomer  hereafter,  being  come  to 
make  a  confiderable  flay.  Having 
thus-  made  a  flight  acquaintance, 
the  day  fhe  left  Oxford  fhe  went 
round  and  took  up  filver  and  other 


goods,  every  where  taking  change 
out  of  her  counterfeit  notes.  The 
feveral  articles  thus  taken  up  they 
likewife  found  means  to  carry  off 
laft  Friday  night,  affifted  by  a 
third  perfon,  their  accomplice,  and 
who  went  off  with  them  privately 
after  dark  in  the  fame  poft  chaife. 
Upon  breaking  open  the  door  of 
the  apartment  where  they  lodged, 
in  a  large  leather  trunk  (fuppofed 
to  contain  their  wearing  apparel, 
which  they  alfo  left  locked)  were 
found  only  a  couple  of  walking 


10th. 


fticks. 

In  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  the  Attorney  Gene¬ 
ral  prefented  a  bill  of  indictment 
againft  George  Gordon,  Efq;  com¬ 
monly  called  Lord  G-eo,  Gordon, 
to  the  grand  jury,  which  they  very 
foon  returned,  finding  a  true  bill. 

Mr.  Dunning  obtained  a  , 

mandamus  from  the  court  ^ 
of  King’s  Bench  to  transfer  flock 
at  the  bank,  which  was  refufed  by 
the  directors,  on  pretence  that  baf- 
tards  could  not  devife  by  will ; 
which  was  held  nugatory. 

The  report  was  made  to  , 

his  majefty  in  council,  of  5 
the  prifoners  under  fentence  of 
death  in  Newgate,  who  were  con¬ 
victed  laft  September  feffions,  when, 
the  following  were  ordered  for 
execution  on  Wednesday  the  2zd 
inftant,  viz.  Samuel  Baker,  Stew¬ 
ard  Montague,  Thomas  Cox,  Jo- 
feph  Freeman,  Mary  Gardner, 
Jofeph  Carter,  Abraham  Danford, 
and  William  Newton,  Benjamin 
Kinder,  and  Thomas  Humphreys. 

The  following  were  refpited  dur¬ 
ing  his  maj'- fly’s  pleafure,  viz.  John 
Harris,  Grace  Maddocks,  George 
Duffqy,  and  George  Watfon. 

This  evening  came  oh  by  peti¬ 
tion,  before  the  twelve  j  udges  at 

Ser- 
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Serjeant’s-Inn-hall,  the  cafe  of 
Mr.  Hart,  againft  the  benchers  of 
Gray’s-Inn,  for  refufing  to  call 
him  to  the  bar  on  account  of  his 
having  taken  the  benefit  of  an  Aft 
©flnfolvency ;  when,  after  hearing 
counfel,  they  were  unanimoufly  of 
opinion  that  the  petition  be  dif- 
raifled.  All  the  judges  were  pre- 
fent  on  the  occafion. 

,  This  morning  the  fol- 
12  *  lowing  malefaftors  were  car¬ 
ried  in  three  carts  from  Newgate 
to  Tyburn,  where  they  were  all 
executed  according  to  their  len¬ 
ience,  viz.  William  Edwards, 
Steward  Montague,  Samuel  Baker, 
Abraham  Panford,  William  New¬ 
ton,  Thomas  Cox,  Benjamin  Kin¬ 
der,  Mary  Gardner,  and  Jofeph 
Carter,  who  was  drawn  on  a  fledge. 
They  all  behaved  very  penitently  ; 
particularly  Danford,  who  left  the 
following  curious  paper  in  the 
hands  of  the  ordinary. 

Newgate  Cells?  Now.  21,  1780,. 

**  Senftble  of  the  injuries  I  have 
committed  againft  many  people 
who  have  been  defrauded  by  me, 
and  having  nothing  before  me  but 
the  profpeft  of  a  fpeedy  diffolution, 
and  an  ignominious  one;  as  it  is 
not  in  my  power  to  make  any  refu¬ 
tation  to  the  feveral  perfons  Who 
have  been  injured  by  me,  but  do 
for  their  fatisfaftion  declare  the 
principal  tranfafticns  I  have  been 
guilty  of,  or  concerned  in. 

The  method  I  chiefly  put  in 
praftice  was  forging  the  poft-mark 
of  different  towns,  which  1  put  on 
a  piece  of  paper  made  up  as  a 
letter,  and  then  went  to  the  inns 
where  the  coaches  came,  and  heard 
the  parcels  called  over  ;  then  went 
to  a  public-houfe  near,  and  wrote 
the  direftion  on  the  letter  the  fame 
as  was  on  the  parcel  I  had  fixed 


on.  The  book-keepers,  feeing  the 
direftion  the  fame,  and  the  poft- 
mark  on  it,  they  ufually  gave  me 
what  I  afked  for,  on  paying  their 
demand. 

The  following  are  the  principal 
tranfafticns  1  have  been  concerned 
in,  which  I  can  at  prefent  recol¬ 
lect  : 

In  September  1777,  I  got  a  par¬ 
cel  fent  from  Norwich,  directed  to 
Smith,  Wright,  and  Gray,  which 
contained  bills  to  the  amount  of 
500I.  and  upwards ;  one  of  them 
for  216 1.  5  s.  was  drawn  on  Mr. 
Gaufien,  in  St.  Helen’s,  which  I 
carried  for  acceptance,  and  pre¬ 
vailed  on  him  to  give  me  the 
cafti ,  allowing  him  the  difcount.  I 
wrote  John  Watkins  on  the  bill, 
and  likewife  on  the  draft,  which 
Mr.  Gauffen  paid  me  ;  the  amount 
I  received  in  cafti  at  the  Bank  of 
England.  Two  more  of  the  bills 
I  left  for  acceptance,  and  the  others 
I  deftroyed. 

In  July,  1778,  I  obtained  a  box 
at  the  Bull  and  Mouth  Inn  lent 
from  Birmingham  in  the  fame 
manner.  After  hearing  the  feve¬ 
ral  parcels  called  over,  I  fixed  on 
a  box  dir^fted  to  Mr.  Ford,  Loin- 
bard-ilreet ;  I  had  a  letter  in  my 
pocket  with  the  Birmingham  poft- 
mark  on  it,  and  went  to  a  public- 
houfe  juft  by  and  wrote  the  fame 
direftion  as  on  the  box.  On  fhevV- 
ing  the  letter  to  the  book' keeper, 
he  immediately  gave  me  the  box, 
which  l  carried  to  Cheapfide,  took 
a  coach  home,  opened  it,  and 
found  upwards  of  iool.  in  cafh, 
and  fome  bills  ;  feveral  I  nego- 
ciated,  and  the  others  I  returned 
in  a  £over  to  Birmingham,  to  the 
perfons  who  fent  them,  Meff.  Whit¬ 
worth  and  Yates.  Two  of  thefe 
bills  I  negotiated  at  Hazard’s  for 

tickets  ' 
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tickets ;  two  with  Mr.  Cox  for 
gold  ;  and  one  with  Mr.  Crafton 
for  ftockings,  which  his  man  car¬ 
ried  to  a  box-maker,  in  Bifhops- 
gate-ftreet,  where  I  bought  a  box 
to  pack  them  in.  I  indorfed  thofe 
bills  in  the  name  of  Thomas 
Downer,  Tooley-ftreet,  and  after¬ 
wards  conveyed  the  box  to  Mr. 
Ford’s  houfe,  and  there  left  it. 

Soon  after,  I  obtained  a  parcel 
directed  to  Sir  William  Lemon 
and  Co.  wherein  was  a  letter  and 
account,  the  writing  of  which  ap¬ 
peared  very  much  like  mine.  I 
copied  the  letter  with  an  addition, 
defiring  them  to  purchafe  25  lot¬ 
tery  tickets,  which  I  afterwards 
underftood  they  did  ;  I  defired 
they  might  be  delivered  to  a  per- 
fon  who  would  call  for  them  ;  I 
fent  a  ticket  porter  for  them,  who 
foon  returned,  and  faid  they  would 
not  deliver  them. 

Soon  after  I  began  pra&ifing  the 
invention  of  the  poll-mark,  I  went 
to  the  Green  Dragon,  in  Bifhop’s- 
gate-flreet,  and  fixed  on  a  parcel 
from  Lynn,  directed,  I  think,  to 
Melf.  Boydells,  Caitle-ftreet,  Lei- 
cefter-fields — 1  produced  the  letter, 
and  received  the  parcel  ;  on  open¬ 
ing  it,  I  found  it  contained  only 
a  parcel  of  livery  cloaths,  and 
a  letter;  I  found  by  the  letter 
that  Meff.  Boydells  were  in¬ 
debted  to  the  perfon  who  fent  the 
cloaths  about  30I.  (I  think  his 
name  was  Curtis) — 1  wrote  a  let¬ 
ter,  indead  of  the  other,  as  com¬ 
ing  from  Mr.  Curtis,  telling  them 
I  had  burnt  my  hand,  and  that  I 
could  not  write  myfelf,  but  had 
got  a  neighbour  to  write  for  me, 
and  I  drew  a  bill  at  fight  for  25  1. 
which  they  paid  to  the  porter  I 
fent  for  the  money.  I  was  afraid 
it  would  not  fuit  Med'.  Boydells 


to  pay  the  bill  at  fight  ;  and  to 
deceive  them  the  more,  I  defired 
them  in  the  letter  to  enquire 
about  a  ticket  in  the  State  Lottery, 
which  I  knew  was  drawn  a  500I. 
prize  a  few  days  before,  telling 
them  it  was  the  property  of  myfelf 
(meaning  Curtis),  and  if  it  was 
a  prize,  I  would  fend  it  to  them  to 
fell  for  me. 

Another  parcel  I  obtained  from 
the  Bell  and  Crown,  Holborn, 
directed  for  Mr.  Fox,  Cheapfide, 
containing  a  piece  of  Irifh  cloth, 
and  feveral  bills,  two  of  which  I 
negociated  ;  one  of  them  was 
drawn  on  Smith,  Wright,  and 
Gray,  for  50I.  which  I  paid  Hornfby 
and  Pearce  for  lottery  tickets ;  the 
others,  about  20 1.  I  received  in. 
cafh.  Another  parcel  I  obtained 
from  the  King’s-arms,  Snow-hill, 
directed  to  Mr.  Bedford,  Friday- 
flreet,  containing  fome  dimity,  &c* 
which  I  fold  for  what  I  could  get. 

I  alfo  obtained  a  balket  from 
the  Spread  Eagle,  Gracechurch 
ftreet,  dire&ed  to  Mr.  Stock,  linen- 
draper,  containing  a  goofe,  and  a 
bill  on  Mr.  Branwaite,  which  he 
accepted,  and  I  negociated  it  at  a 
refiner’s,  in  Callle-ltreet,  near  A1- 
derfgate-llreet. 

I  was  the  foie  aCtor,  and  had  no 
accomplices,  in  all  the  above 
frauds  ;  and  T  hope  no  perfon  will 
ever  refieCt  on  my  poor  wife  and 
children,  or  fuppofe  they  were  in 
any  manner  concerned  with  me. 
I  folemnly  declare  they  are  per¬ 
fectly  innocent,  and  were  never 
acquainted  with  any  one  fraud  I 
have  committed.  I  make  this  con- 
feflion  voluntarily,  for  the  fatif- 
faCtion  of  the  many  perfons  that 
have  been  injured  by  me,  and 
prevent  fufpicion  from  being  call 
on  innocent  perfons,  having  fre¬ 
quently 
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quently  difcovered  that  was  the 
confequence  of  the  frauds  I  prac- 
tifed,  I  declare  this  folemnly  to 
be  a  true  and  voluntary  confef- 
fion. 

Abraham  Danford.” 

Witnefs,  J.  Yillete, 

Ordinary  of  Newgate. 

His  majefly  was  pleafed  to  re- 
fpite  Thomas  Humphreys  and  Jo- 
feph  Freeman,  until  further  figni- 
fication  of  the  royal  pleafure. 

Of  the  convifts  under  fentence 
of  death,  the  following  are  order¬ 
ed  for  execution  on  Wednefday  the 
29th,  viz.  George  Bifhop,  Robert 
Hill,  and  Margaret  M‘Lochlan. 

The  following  are  refpited :  Ann 
Lavender,  Rich.  Hapgood,  James 
johnfon,  and  Richard  Brown. 

,  This  being  the  day  ap- 
*  pointed  for  the  eledlion  of  a 
reprefentativefor  this  city  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  in  the  room  of  the  late 
Alderman  Kirkman,  the  drawing 
of  the  lottery  at  Guildhall  ceafed 
at  ten  o’clock.  About  twelve, 
near  a  thoufand  liverymen  were  af- 
fembled,  and  the  fheriffs,  having 
waited  for  the  lord  mayor  till  near 
one  o’clock,  afcended  the  huttings 
in  his  abfence,  with  the  Aldermen 
Townfend,  Bull,  Wilkes,  Saw- 
bridge,  Hayley,  Thomas,  Clarke, 
Burnell,  attended  by  the  city  offi¬ 
cers.  The  writ  for  the  ele&ion, 
and  the  a£t  of  parliament  againft 
bribery  being  read,  the  lord  mayor, 
and  all  the  aldermen  not  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  were  then  put  in  nomina¬ 
tion,  and  diftinguifhed  accurately 
in  the  popular  manner,  according 
to  ancient  cuflom  ;  but  the  whole 
fhew  of  hands  being  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Sawbridge,  he  was  declared 
by  the  fheriffs  duly  eledled,. 


This  being.St.  Andrew’s 
day,  the  Royal  Society  held 
their  anniverfary  meeting  at  their 
apartments  in  Somerfet-place,whea 
the  Prefident  (Mr.  Banks)  in  the 
name  of  the  fociety,  presented  the 
gold  medal  (called  Sir  Godfrey 
Copley’s)  to  the  Rev.  Samuei 
Yince,  for  his  paper,  entitled  s(  An 
Invefiigation  of  the  Principles  of 
Progreifive  and  Rotatory  Motion.” 
The  prefident  on  this  occafion  de¬ 
livered  a  fhort  but  elegant  oration 
on  the  great  utility  of  Mr.  Vince’s 
paper. 

Died,  At  Boxford,  Herts, 
Thomas  Field,  a  labouring  man, 
aged  102.  His  father  was  104, 
his  uncle  93,  his  brother  93,  and 
fcarce  any  of  the  family  have  died 
under  ninety. 

AtBallynakill,in Queen’s  Coun¬ 
ty,  Ireland,  Mr.  J.  Woodworth, 
aged  1 12. 

At  Celbridge,  in  the  county  of 
Kildare,  Mrs.  Mary  M'Eee,  aged 

1 10. 

Near  Stevenage,  Mr.  J.  Thorpe, 
aged  109. 


DECEMBER. 

Was  tried  in  the  Court  of  ? 
Common-Pleas,  Weflminfier,  2"4* 
before  Lord  Loughborough,  by  a 
fpecial  jury,  a  caufe  between  Juf- 
tice  Wilmot,  for  damages,  by  the 
deftru&ion  of  his  houfe  at  Bethnal- 
green  and  in  Worfhip-ftreet,  and 
damage  in  his  garden,  plaintiff, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  diftridt 
of  Bethnal-green,  defendants.  Af¬ 
ter  hearing  evidence,  and  the  re¬ 
ports  of  the  furveyors  employed 
by  both  parties,  the  jury  went 
out,  and  having  ftaid  about  half 


30th. 
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an  hour,  returned  with  a  verdift 
for  the  plaintiff,  for  the  repair  of 
the  houfes  on  Bethnal-green  and 
in  Worfhip-ftreet,  625  1.  and  fpe- 
cial,  in  the  words  of  the  A£l,  for 
furniture  deftroyed  by  perfons  af- 
fembled,  700 1.  alfo  for  damage 
done  to  the  garden  by  the  rioters, 
3°1. 

,  Thomas  Dill  was  tried  at 
*  the  Old  Bailey  for  the  mur¬ 
der  of  Robert  Curfon,  a  young 
furgeon,  pupil  to  Dr.  Ford.  The 
deceafed  was  vifiting  an  old  gen¬ 
tleman,  who  laboured  under  a  vio¬ 
lent  paralytic  complaint.  The 
prifoner  was  charged  with  having 
affaulted  the  deceafed  while  he  was 
in  the  apartment  of  the  old  gen¬ 
tleman,  in  whofe  prefence  he  was 
charged  with  having  beat  the  de¬ 
ceafed  in  a  very  cruel  manner ; 
and  with  having  afterwards  pufhed 
him  out  of  the  window,  three  {lo¬ 
ries  high  into  the  ftreet,  by  which 
the  deceafed  had  his  fkull  fra&ur- 
ed  to  pieces,  and  was  killed  on 
the  fpot. 

There  was  only  one  witnefs  who 
could  fpeak  pofitively  to  the  fafl  ; 
and  this  was  the  old  gentleman, 
whom  the  deceafed  was  vi/iting  as 
a  patient,  when  he  was  affaulted 
by  the  prifoner.  He  was  90  years 
of  age,  and  fo  deaf,  that  it  was 
with  difficulty  he  could  hear,  and 
at  the  fame  time  he  was  fo  afflicted 
with  the  palfy,  that  he  could  bare¬ 
ly  anfwer  by  the  monofyllables 
Yes  and  No.  As  therefore  it  was 
impoffible  for  him  to  give  the 
court  a  narrative  of  the  melancho¬ 
ly  bufmefs,  the  counfel  for  the 
profecution  were  going  to  put  what 
they  called  leading  queftions,  by 
which  they  would  have  told  the 
particulars  themfelves,  and  would 
have  required  only  the  monofylla- 


ble  Yes  from  the  witnefs  to  con¬ 
firm  the  fuggeflions  contained  in 
their  quellions  :  but  the  court 
would  not  fuffer  this,  as  it  was  to¬ 
tally  inconfiftent  with  the  praftice 
of  the  courts  of  juftice  :  however, 
this  was  an  occafion  on  which  this 
practice  might  perhaps  have  been 
difpenfed  with,  without  the  le aft 
violation  of  juftice  :  particularly  as 
there  was  fome  ground,  from  what 
dropped  from  feveral  perfons  ex¬ 
amined  on  the  trial,  that  this  was 
the  fecond  murther  with  which  the 
prifoner  had  been  charged.  The 
court,  however,  was  determined  « 
and  as  the  old  gentleman  was  dis¬ 
abled  by  infirmities  from  giving 
fuch  teftimony  as  the  court  would 
receive,  the  prifoner  efcaped  from 
the  hands  of  juftice,  to  the  vifible 
mortification  of  every  one  in  court. 

The  mother  of  the  deceafed  was 
in  one  of  the  galleries ;  and  when 
{he  underftood  that  the  prifoner 
was  difcharged,  fne  broke  out  into 
the  mod  frantick  rage,  and  prayed 
that  the  blood  of  her  child  might 
fall  upon  the  heads  of  both  court 
and  jury  for  fuffering  his  mur¬ 
derer  to  efcape  with  impunity. 
When  fhe  had  fpent  her  rage  in. 
bitter  imprecations,  {he  fainted 
away  ;  and  the  court  feeling  no 
fpark  of  refentment,  for  what  they 
knew  to  be  extremely  natural  in 
an  affli&ed  parent,  called  out  to 
the  people  near  her,  and  rcquefted 
that  they  would  kindly  take  care 
of  her,  and  fee  that  {he  did  not 
hurt  herfelf  while  out  of  her 
fenfes. 

This  morning  was  tried  in  , 
the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  • 
before  Mr.  Juftice  Afhhurft,  a 
caufe  wherein  Mr.  J.  Maberley, 
of  Little  Queen. ftreet,  was  plain¬ 
tiff,  and  two  gentlemen  of  the 

Hundred 
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in  Lincoln’s-Xnn-Hall,  to  fet  afids 


Hundred  of  Offulfion,  defendants. 
The  action  was  brought  for  the 
recovery  of  903  1.  for  repairing  his 
Jioufes  and  (hops,  and  1159I.  for 
furniture,  Hock  in  trade  and  uten- 
fils,  deilroyed  in  the  late  riots. 
The  court  after  examining  feveral 
refpeffable  witneffes,  was  fully  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  juftnefs  of  the 
claims,  and  the  jury  gave  their 
verdiff  accordingly,  making  it  fpe- 
cial  for  furniture  and  {lock  in 
trade. 

The  fame  day  the  feffion  ended 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  when  the  fol¬ 
lowing  conviffs  received  i'entence 
of  death,  viz.  Patrick  Madan,  J. 
Bailey  and  William  Chetham,  for 
Healing  in  the  Ihop  of  Charles 
Storer,  in  Sidney  V-alley,  Lei- 
ceiler  -  fquare,  four  gold  watch 
chains  and  thirty-eight  gold  rings  ; 
Elizabeth  Hylett,  for  dealing  four 
guineas  and  a  half  privately  from 
the  perfon  of  James  Winffiip  ;  and 
Tho.  Brown,  for  Healing  a  mare, 
the  property  of  Barnard  Donally  ; 
Michael  Daniel,  for  robbing  Mr. 
Lane  on  the  highway  near  Shep¬ 
herd’ s-bufh  of  two  guineas ;  Wil¬ 
liam  Thomplon,  alias  Bennett, 
for  robbing  Mr.  William  Jobni'on 
of  fome  money  near  Kilburn 
Wells  ;  Jofeph  Cook,  for  robbing 
Anne  Marfano,in  Palfgrave-place, 
of  7  s.  Qr  8  s.  and  ufing  her  very 
cruelly  and  indecently  ;  Jofeph 
Caddie,  for  breaking  open  the 
dwelling  houfe  of  Mary  Newilead, 
with  intent  to  Heal  her  goods,  &c. 
nine  were  fentenced  to  hard  labour 
cn  the  river  Thames  ;  19  to  hard 
labour  in  the  Houfe  of  C or r edition  ; 
fix  to  be  privately  whipped,  and 
one  publickly  ;  and  fix  delivered 
on  proclamation. 

,  A  motion  was  made  be- 
fore  the  Lord  Chancellor, 


a  late  order  againil  Mr.  Morris, 
for  contempt  of  court,  in  not 
obeying  an  order  to  bring  the 
body  of  Mifs  Harford,  with  whom 
he  had  eloped  in  her  infancy. 
Mr.  Erlkine,  as  council  for  Mr. 
Morris,  contended,  that  feveral 
mal-praffices  had  been  ufed  in  the 
courfe  of  the  late  proceedings  ; 
that  the  affidavits  were  at  lead  ir¬ 
regular,  if  not  falfe  ;  that  the  bills 
filed  were  antedated  ;  and  that 
though  he  could  not  undertake  to 
invalidate  the  accuracy  of  the  Re- 
giiler  Offices,  yet  the  plaintiffs 
lhould  be  obliged  on  oath  to  prove 
the  authenticity  of  the  dates  ;  his 
client  having  left  England  previous 
to  any  procef?  being  inftituted 
againil  him  in  Chancery,  and  con- 
fequently  the  late  order  fhould  be 
fet  slide.  Thefe  were  the  princi¬ 
pal  faffs  on  which  the  motion  was 
founded.  The  Lord  Chancellor 
obferved,  that  he  could  not  fet 
ande  a  motion  of  his  predeceffor, 
or  fuppofe  it  improvidently  grant¬ 
ed,  upon  bare  affertions  onlv  ;  and 
that  Mr.  Morris  fhould  have  come 
prepared  to  contradiff  the  grounds 
on  which  the  order  was  made,  by 
well-attefted  affidavits  :  that  he  was 
ready  then,  or  at  any  other  time, 
to  enter  into  fuch  a  hearing,  and 
to  receive  fuch  teftimonyif  it  could 
be  produced:  but  that  till  fuch 
evidence  could  be  fairly  brought 
before  him,  he  could  not,  in  his 
own  opinion,  fet  afide  the  order. 
The  Lord  Chancellor  therefore  de¬ 
clined  giving  any  judgment,  and 
the  motion  for  difcharging  the  or¬ 
der  is  to  be  made  apain  de  novo,  and 

O  * 

the  whole  matter  re-argued. 

The  caufe  between  Mr.  ^ 
Langdale  plaintiff,  and  the  ^  * 

Sun-fire  office  defendant,  came  on 

to 


C  H  R  O 

?o  be  tried  before  Lord  Mansfield, 
when  a  verdidt  was  given  againft 
the  plaintiff,  there  being  an  ex¬ 
ception  in  the  policy  of  affurance 
again  ft  fires  occasioned  by  civil  or  mi¬ 
litary  commotions ,  Sec. 

^  Two  Jew  ladies  of  emi- 

■  1#  nence  were  baptized  at  the 

King’s-chapel,  St.  James’s,  by 
the  Rev.  Dr,  Bailey. 

„  ,  Mr.  Morris’s  adjourned 

1C3L  ‘  motion  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  to  be  releafed  from  the 
order  of  the  late  Chancellor  for  his 
commitment  for  a  contempt,  came 
to  a  final  decifion,  after  many  in¬ 
genious  arguments  and  eloquent 
fpeeches,  as  well  by  Mr.  Morris’s 
council,  Meffi Macdonald,  Sel wyn, 
and  Erfkine,as  by  the counfel  againlt 
him,  who  were  the  Solicitor-gene¬ 
ral,  Mr.  Kenyon,  and  Mr.  Jack- 
fon.  The  bufinefs  lafled  four 
hours,  and  at  the  end  of  it,  the 
Chancellor  was  pleafed  to  deter¬ 
mine  that  he  would  neither  fet 
afide  the  order  nor  enforce  it :  fo 
Mr.  Morris  went  out  of  court,  and 
the  whole  affair  isjuil  as  it  was  be¬ 
fore  it  began. 

A  Society  of  Antiquaries  was 
inftituted  this  day  at  Edinburgh. 
An  affociation  of  this  nature  has 
long  been  a  favourite  object  of  the 
F.arl  of  Buchan.  His  iordfhip 
communicated  the  plan  he  had 
formed  to  fomc  of  the  moil;  accom- 
plifhed  and  refpectable  gentlemen 
in  this  country,  and  was  happy  to 
find  that  it  not  only  received  their 
approbation,  butexcited the  ftrong-. 
elh  wifhes  to  fee  an  inftitution, 
which  promifed  fo  much  utility  to 
the  natition,  cftabllfhed  on  a  firm 
and  permanent  bafis.  Embolden¬ 
ed  by  this  encouragement,  his 
lord fiii p  ventured  at  laft  to  invite 
a  number  of  perfons,  whom  he 
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thought  qualified  to  be  members 
of  fuch  an  affociation,  to  meet  at 
his  houfe  on  the  14th  of  Novem¬ 
ber  laft.  To  thefe  gentlemen  he 
read  adifeourfe,  containing  a  view 
of  the  principal  objedts  in  the  Hif- 
tory  and  Antiquities  of  Scotland, 
which  required  elucidation,  and 
of  the  regulations  to  be  obferved 
in  the  propofed  fociety  ;  both  of 
which  received  the  unanimous  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  members  prefent* 
At  a  fubfequent  meeting,  his  Iord¬ 
fhip  was  prevailed  on  to  permit  the 
difeourfe  to  be  printed,  that  the 
public  might  have  proper  ideas 
concerning  an  inftitution  fo  inter- 
efting  to  the  nation.  It  was  then 
agreed,  that  a  meeting  fhould  be 
held  on  Monday  the  14th  curt, 
for  the  purpofe  of  electing  office 
bearers.  The  members  according¬ 
ly  met,  and  the  bufmefs  of  elec- 
tion  being  finifhed,  a  paper  was 
read,  giving  an  account  of  various 
Roman  weapon  sdifeovered  in  drag¬ 
ging  the  Marie  from  the  bottom  of 
Doddingfton  Loch  ;  and  we  learn 
that  the  worthy  proprietor.  Sir 
Alexander  Dick,  is  to  give  fpeci- 
mens  of  them,  to  be  preferved  in 
the  fociety ’s  mufeum> 

The  following  is  a  lift  of  the  Office^ 
Bearers. 

“  Prefident,  the  Right  Hon* 
the  Earl  of  Bute  ;  1  ft  vice  prefi¬ 
dent,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
Buchan;  zd  vice  prefident,  the 
Hon.  Sir  John  Dalrymple  Hamil¬ 
ton  Macgill,  Bart.  3d  vice  presi¬ 
dent,  John  Swinton,  of  Swinton, 
Efq;  4th  vice  prefident,  Alexander 
Wright,  Efq;  advocate  ;  5th  vice 
prefident.  Win.  Tyler,  of  Wood- 
houflee,  Efq;  treafurer  ;  Sir  Wm. 
Forbes,  of  Pitfligo,  Bart,  fecre- 
tary  ;  James  Cummyng,  Efq;  keep¬ 
er  of  the  Lyon  Records.” 

Died, 
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Died,  At  Carrickfergus, in  Ire¬ 
land,  Mr.  Janies  O’Brien,  aged 
1 14.  He  ferved  as  a  paymafter 
ferjeant  in  the  wars  in  Ireland,  in 
the  reign  of  James  II. 

Near  Buxton,  Derby  (hire,  Sam. 
Tidier,  aged  105,  He  walked 
from  his  own  houfe  to  Buxton, 
within  three  days  of  his  death, 
which  is  upwards  of  five  miles. 
He  has  been  for  three  years  pad  a 
con  Rant  attendant  at  St.  Anne’s 
Vfell  in  Buxton,  and  was  fupport- 
ed  chiefly  by  the  company  who  re¬ 
ported  there  to  drink  the  waters. 

Mr.  Francis  Vivares,  the  cele¬ 
brated  landfcape  engraver. 

At  his  houfe  in  the  Clofe,  Salif- 
bury,  in  the  72d  year  of  his  age, 
James  Harris,  Efq;  F.  R.  S.Truftee 
of  theBritifh  Mufeurn,  and  mem¬ 
ber  for  Chriftchurch,  Hants,  which 
he  reprefented  in  feveral  fucceftive 
parliaments. -—In  the  year  1763  he 
wa's  appointed  one  of  the  Lords 
Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
and  was  foon  after  removed  to  the 
Board  of  Treafury.  In  1774  made 
Secretary  and  Comptroller  to  the 
Queen,  which  poll  he  enjoyed  till 
his  d  eatb.  He  Was  the  fon  of  James 
Harris,  Efq;  and  the  Lady  Eliza¬ 
beth  Afhley  his  wife,  third  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Anthony,  2d  Earl  of  Shaftef- 
bury,  and  lifter  to  Anthony,  3d 
earl,  the  celebrated  author  of  the 
Charafteriftics,  vvhofe  elegance  and 
refinement  of  take  and  manners 
Mr.  Harris  inherited.  In  the 
theory  and  pra&ice  of  muilc  he 
had  few  equals.  He  was  a  native 
of  the  Clofe,  and  educated  there 
under  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hele,  in  the 
gram  mar- fchool  now  kept  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Skinner,  from  whence, 
in  the  year  1726,  he  #ent  to  Wad  - 
ham  College,  in  Oxford.  Fie  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John 


Clarke,  Efq;  of  Sandford,  in  So» 
merfetfhir^,  by  whom  he  had  fe- 
veral  children,  three  of  whom  are 
ftill  living,  viz.  Sir  James  Harris, 
K.  B.  his  Majefty’s  Minifter  Pie* 
nipotentiary  and  Envoy  Extraordi¬ 
nary  at  the  Court  of  St.  Peterfburg. 
Katharine  Gertrude,  and  Louifa 
Margaret  Harris.  The  world  is 
indebted  to  him  for  feveral  very 
ingenious  and  learned  publica¬ 
tions,  particularly  three  treatifes, 
publilhed  in  1 745 ,  on  Art,  Mufic, 
Painting  and  Poetry,  and  Happi- 
nefs.— In  1751,  he  publilhed  a  fe- 
cond  volume,  called  Hermes,  or 
a  Philofophical  Enquiry  concerning 
Univerfal  Grammar.  In  1775, 
PhilorophicaI  Arrangements  made 
their  appearance.  It  is  with  great 
pleafure  that  we  learn  this  gentle¬ 
man  had  finilhed,  juft  before  his 
death,  another  ingenious  work, 
entitled  Philological  Inquiries.  His 
good  qualities  as  a  man  are  well 
known  to  a  large  circle  of  his 

O 

friends  and  acquaintance  in  this 
country  |  and  his  great  abilities 
as  an  author  acknowledged  and 
efteemed  by  the  literati  throughout 
Europe. 

In  Harpur-ftreet,  Dr.  John  Fo- 
thergill,  one  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  aged  69.  He  was  born 
near  Richmond,  in  the  county  of 
York,  ftudied  at  Edinburgh,  and 
came  to  London  about  the  year 
1740,  without  any  other  patron 
than  his  own  merit,  which  brought 
him  rapidly  into  a  moit  extenlive 
practice.  Fie  was  a  fellow  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Phyficians  at 
Edinburgh,  of  the  Royal  and  An¬ 
tiquarian  Societies  in  London,  and 
a  member  of  other  learned  as  well 
as  medical  inftituuons,  in  this  and 
foreign  nations,  in  which  his  great 
reputation  as  a  phyfician  is  univer» 

faliy 
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fally  eftablifhed.  The  exertion  of 
his  great  abilities  was  not  confin¬ 
ed  to  the  practice  of  medicine  and 
the  (tudy  of  nature,  but  was  unre¬ 
mittingly  employed  to  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  the  general  good  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  mankind  :  and  as  his  ex- 
teniive  knowledge,  public  fpirit, 
and  many  virtues,  were  not  lefs 
eminent  than  his  medical  (kill,  he 
will  be  defervedly  ranked  among 
the  illukrious  characters  of  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  age. 

Near  Canterbury,  Sir  A.  Man- 
waring,  aged  96. 

Near  Ellefmere,Shroplhire,Mrs. 
Eliz.  Dallafs,  aged  103. 

In  Lincoln’s-! nn-fields.  Dr.  Gil¬ 
bert  Kennedy,  F.  R.  S.  many  years 
phyfician  to  the  faCtory  at  Lifbon, 
aged  100. 

At  Barnes,  Mr.  Maycock,  mar¬ 
ket-gardener  at  that  place.  His 
death  was  occafioned  by  the  (hock 
his  fpirits  received  from  the  ftorm 
in  OCtober  laft,  during  which  he 
went  to  the  (tables  to  look  after  his 
horfes,  attended  by  his  man,  who 
was  (truck  down  and  killed  clofe 
to  him  by  a  flafh  of  lightning, 
and  the  (table  itfelf  forced  to  a 
confiderable  diftance  from  its  ori¬ 
ginal  fituation  :  and,  to  complete 
his  alarm,  part  of  the  room  in 
which  his  wife  wa$  lying-in  (hav¬ 
ing  been  delivered  but  a  few  days) 
was  torn  away  by  the  violence  of 
the  (torm. 


General  Bill  of  all  the  Cbrijrenings 
and  Burials ,  fro?n  December  14, 
1779,  to  December  12,  1780. 


Chrikened. 
Males  8581 
Females  8053 


Buried. 

Males  10206 
Females  10311 


In  all  16634  In  all  20517 

Vo  l.  xxnr. 


Died  under  two  years  of  age 
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BIRTHS  for  the  Year  1780, 
January. 

The  lady  of  Lord  Vifc.  Galway, 
a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Roger  Twifden,  Bt. 
a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Chal.  Arcedekne,  Efq;, 
a  fon. 

Lady  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fane,  a 
daughter. 

Lady  of  Right  Hon.  Charles 
Townfhend,  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Harry  Tralawney, 
a  fon  and  heir. 

Lady  Bagot,  a  daughter. 

Februar  y. 

Dutchefs  of  Beaufort,  a  fon. 

Lady  of  Right  Hon.  Thomas 
Town  (hen  d,  a  ion. 

Lady  of  Lord  Vifcount  Mahon, 
a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  K.  B. 
a  fon. 

Lady  of  Hon.  Charles  Finch,  a 
fon  and  heir. 

The  Frincefs  of  Akurias,  of  a 
[<gj  prince. 


\ 


/ 


242]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780 


prince,  fince  baptized  by  the  names 
of  Charles,  Dominico,,  Eufebius, 
Raphael.  Jof'eph,  Antonio,  Johan - 
no,  Nepomuceno,  Gabriello,  Ju- 
liaon,  Vincent  -  Ferrer,  Andre- 
Avelin,  Louis,  Ferdinand,  Angelo, 
Francifco,  Pafcal,  Joachino,  Caye- 
tan,  Ignacio,  Emanutdo,  Ray¬ 
mond,  Janiverio,  Francifco  de 
Paulo. 

M  A  II  c  FI. 

The  Countefs  of  Winterton, 
a  daughter. 

The  lady  of  Lord  de  Ferrars, 
a  fon. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Louifa 
Manners,  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Dr. 
Cornwallis,  Dean  of  Canterbury, 
a  fon. 

April. 

The  lady  of  the  Earl  of  War¬ 
wick,  a  fon. 

The  lady  of  the  Earl  of  Har¬ 
rington,  a  fon  and  heir. 

The  lady  of  the  Earl  of  Stor¬ 
mont,  a  fon. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Kin- 
naird,  a  fon  and  heir. 

M  A  Y. 

The  Dutchefs  of  Portland,  a 
fon. 

The  lady  of  Sir  Matth.  White 
Ridley,  Bart,  a  fon  and  heir. 

The  lady  of  — —  Wilfon,  Efq; 
daughter  of  Lady  Greenwich,  a 
fon. 

The  lady  of  Sir  George  Brydges 
Rodney,  Bart,  a  daughter. 

The  lady  of  Sir  John  Blois,Bart. 
a  daughter. 

June. 

Countefs  of  Radnor,  a  fon. 

Countefs  of  Tankerville,  a 
daughter. 

J  V  L  Y. 

Countefs  of  Shelburne,  a  fon. 

Countefs  Percy,  a  daughter. 


The  lady  of  John  Eftglifh  DoH 
ben,  Efq;  a  fon. 

The  lady  of  the  Hon.  Henry 
Stawell  Bilfon  Legge,  a  daughter. 

The  lady  of  Sir  F.  Vincent,  Bart, 
a  fon. 

The  lady  of  Sir  Thomas  T alt¬ 
ered,  Bart,  a  fon. 

August. 

Lady  of  Sir  William  Lorraine, 
Bart,  a  fon. 

September. 

Lady  Perched er,  a  fon. 

2zd.  Her  Majesty  fafely  deli¬ 
vered  of  a  Prince,  at  Windfor. 

Lady  Brownlow,  a  fon, 
October. 

Dutchefs  of  Rutland,  a  fon. 

Lady  of  Sir  James  Pringle,  Bart, 
a  daughter. 

Her  Imperial  Highnefs  the 
Grand  Dutchefs  of  Tufcany,  a 
princefs. 

Lady  of  Sir  V/.  Williams  Wynne, 
Bart,  a  daughter. 

November. 

Countefs  of  Carlifle,  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  James  Cockburn, 
Bart,  a  fon. 

December. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Galloway,  a 
daughter. 

Dutchefsof  Buccleugh,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Lady  of  John  Coxe  Hippiiley, 
Efq;  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Thomas  Egerton,  a 
fon. 


MARRIAGES,  1780. 

J  A  N  U  A  R  Y. 

John  Cowper,  Efq;  to  Mifs 
Cope,  filler  to  Sir  Charles  Cope, 
Bart. 

Colonel  Gordon,  to  Mifs  Bam- 
fylde,  filler  of  Sir  Charles,  Bart. 

Thomas 
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Thomas  Gage,  Efq;  only  Ton 
of  Sir  Thomas  Gage,  Bart. 

Arthur  Earl  of  Arran,  to  Mifs 
Underwood. 

February. 

Richard  Aubrey,  Efq;  younged 
fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Aubrey,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Digby,  daughter  of  the 
late  Hon.  Wriothefly  Digby. 

Thomas  Grimllone,  Efq;  of 
Kiln  wick,  to  Mifs  F.  Legard, 

\  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  Digby  Le¬ 
gard,  Bart. 

At  the  Cadle,  Dublin,  Aimar 
Lowry  Corry,  Efq;  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Lady  Harriet  Hobart,  elded 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Bucking- 
hamfhire. 

At  Rome,  J.  Coxe  Hippifley, 
Efq;  to  Mifs  Margaret  Stuart, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Stuart,  Bart, 
of  Allenbank. 

March. 

At  Calcutta,  Sir  John  Doily, 
Bart,  to  Mrs.  Coates.— And  the 
Hon.  Lieut,  Andruther,  to  Mifs 
Donaldfon. 

April. 

Walter  James  Head,  Efq;  only 
fon  of  Sir  James  Head,  Bart,  of 
Langley,  Bucks,  to  the  Hon.  Mifs 
Jane  Pratt,  younged  daughter  of 
Lord  Camden. 

Sir  Thomas  Mannoch,  of  Gif- 
ford-hall,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Anadafia  B  rowne,  a 
near  relation  of  Lord  Vifcount 
Montague. 

Francis  Fortefcue  T urville,  Efq; 
to  Mifs  Barbara  Talbot,  niece  to 
the  Earl  of  Shrewfoury. 

May. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Clifford,  elded 
fon  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Clif¬ 
ford,  to  the  Hon.  Mifs  A.  Lang- 
dale,  daughter  of  the  late  Lord 
Langdale. 

Richard  Brooke,  Efq;  to  Mifs 


Mary  Cunliffe,  fecond  daughter  of 
the  late  Sir  Roberr  Cunliffe,  Bart. 

Rev.  Sandford  Harcadle,  Re&or 
of  Athol  in  the  county  of  York, 
to  the  Dowager  Countefs  of  Mex- 
borough. 

Major  Vvfe,  to  Mifs  Howard, 
daughter  of  Sir  George  Howard, 
K.  B. 

Lord  Parker,  fon  to  the  Earl  of 
Macclesfield,  to  Mifs  Drake,  of 
Amerfham. 

MifsCatherineGrenville,young~ 
ed  fider  of  Earl  Temple,  to  Mr. 
Neville,  fon  of  Richard  Aldwor-th, 
Neville,  Efq;  of  Billingbeare, 
Berk  (hire. 

At  Lifbon,  the  lion.  Robert 
Walpole,  to  Mifs  Diana  Grofett, 
daughter  of  Walter  Grofett,  Efq. 

Robert  Harding,  Efq;  of  4Jp- 
cott,  to  Mifs  Wrey,  fecond  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Sir  Bouchier  Wrey,  Bart. 

Earl  of  Balcarras,  to  Mifs  Dal- 
rymple. 

Sir  William  Forbes,  Bart,  to  the 
lion.  Mifs  Sempel. 

June. 

Sir  H.  Dalhwood,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Graham,  niece  toLord  Newhaven. 

Earl  of  Tyrconnel,  to  Mifs 
Iiuffey  Del  aval. 

July. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Fitz-Wil- 
liam,  of  Wooldanton,  in  the 
county  of  Stafford,  fon  to  the  late 
Lord  Vifcount  Fitz-William,  of 
Mount  Meruin,  in  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  to  Mifs  Agnes  Mac¬ 
clesfield,  daughter  and  coheirefs 

of  the  late  -  Macclesfield,'  of 

Chederton,  in  the  faid  county, 
Efq. 

Edward  Knatchbul,  Efq;  only 
fon  of  Sir  Edward,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Mary  Hugeffen. 

In  Dublin,  Dennis  Daly,  Efq; 
to  Lady  Harriet  Maxwell. 

[•?.  ]  2  August* 
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August. 

Hon.  William  Ward,  to  Mifs 
Bofviile. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Grantham,  to 
Lady  Mary  Grey,  daughter  of  the 
Marchionefs  Grey  and  Earl  of 
Hardwicke. 

George  Thornhill,  Efq;  to  Mifs 
Hawkins,  daughter  to  Sir  Ctefar, 

Bart. 

Alexander  Murray,  Efq;  of  Ay- 
ton,  to  the  Hon.  Mifs  Mary 
Ogilvie,  daughter  to  the  late  Lord 
Banff. 

October. 

Captain  Garrick,  to  Mifs  Leigh, 
daughter  of  Sir  Gerton  Leigh, 
Bart. 

Montagu  Burgoyne,  Efq;  Ton 
of  Sir  Roger  Burgoyne,  Bart,  to 
Mifs  Hervey. 

Her  Serene  Highnefs  the  Prin- 
cefs  Augufta  Carolina  Frederica 
Louifa,  eldeft  daughter  of  his  Se¬ 
rene  Highnefs  the  reigning  Duke 
of  Brunfwick,  to  his  Serene  High- 
nefs  Prince  Frederick  William 
Charles  of  Wirtemberg. 

November. 

The  Right  Hon.  LordDuncan- 
non,  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Befborough, 
to  the  fecond  daughter  of  Earl 
Spenfer. 

John  Peter,  Efq;  his  majefty’s 
Conful  at  Qftend,  to  Mifs  Eliz. 
Herries,  filler  of  Sir  Robert  Ker¬ 
ries,  Bart. 

December. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  St.  John,  of 
Bletfoe,  to  Mifs  Emma  White- 
bread,  fecond  daughter  of  the 
member  for  Bedford. 

Rev.  Mr.  Tate,  to  Mifs  Moore, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Moore,  Bart. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  George  Mur¬ 
ray,  fecond  fon  to  the  late  Duke 
of  Athol,  to  Mifs  Ann  Charlotte 
8 


Grant,  daughter  of  Lieut.  Genera! 
Grant. 

His  Excellency  Baron  de  Kutz- 
leben,  the  Heflian  minifter,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Dorothy  Wrottefley, 
niece  to  the  Dutchefs  of  Bedford, 
and  filler  to  the  Dutchefs  of  Graf¬ 
ton  and  Sir  John  Wrottefley. 

Sir  George  fjarlow  Warren,  Bt. 
to  Mifs  Caroline  Clavering,  young- 
eft  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  J.  Cla¬ 
vering,  Bart. 

Sir  John  Wedderburn,  Bart,  to 
Mifs  Dundafs. 


PROMOTIONS,  1780, 
January. 

Brownlow  Duke  of  Ancafter 
and  Kefteven,  to  be  Lord  Lieut* 
of  the  county  of  Lincoln. 

Dr.  George  Cninnery,  Bilhop  of 
Killaloe,  tranflated  to  the  Biftiop- 
rick  of  Cloyne. 

Dr.  Thomas  Barnard,  Dean  of 
Derry,  promoted  ta  the  Bifhoprick 
of  Killaloe. 

W.  Cecil  Perry,  M.  A,  Dean  of 
Derry. 

Samuel  Raftal,  clerk.  Dean  of 
St.  Flanan  Killaloe. 

Frederick  Earl  of  Carlifte,  Lord 
Lieut,  of  the  Eaft  Riding  of  York¬ 
shire. 

Sir  Richard  Worftey,  Governor 
of  the  I  lie  of  Wight,  and  fworn  of 
the  privy  council. 

February. 

James  Cunninghame,  Efq;  Ma¬ 
jor  General  of  his  Majefty’s  forces, 
and  Captain  General  and  Gover¬ 
nor  in  Chief  of  Barbadoes. 

Earl  of  Aylelbury,  Lord  Lieut* 
of  Wilts. 

Prifcilla  Barbara  Elizabeth  Bur- 
rel,  the  dignity  of  Baronefs 

Willoughby 
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Willoughby  de  Erefby,  co.  Lin¬ 
coln. 

Right  Hon.  John  Scott,  the  re¬ 
version  of  Clerk  of  the  Common 
Pleas  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in 
Ireland. 

Robert  Macqueen,  F.rq;  a  Lord 
of  Judiciary  in  Scotland. 

March. 

Ralph  Bigland,  Efq:  Claren- 
ceux  king  of  arms,  to  be  a  principal 
king  of  Englifh  arms,  and  a  prin¬ 
cipal  officer  of  arms  of  the  noble 
order  of  the  Garter,  and  alfo  that 
office  which  is  commonly  called 
Garter  ;  and  Iikewife  the  name 
Garter,  with  the  Itile,  liberties, 
pre-eminences,  and  emoluments, 
belonging  and  anciently  accuf- 
tomed  to  the  faid  office,  vacant  by 
the  death  of  Thomas  Browne,  Efq; 
late  Garter. 

The  Rev.  Doftor  George  Ma- 
fon,  confirmed  Bifhop  ot  Sodor 
and  Man,  and  confecrated  a  Bifhop 
at  Whitehall  Chapel,  by  his  Grace 
the  Archbifhop  of  York. 

John  Doddington,  Efq;  to  the 
office  of  fourth  Port-cullis  purfui- 
vant  of  arms. 

Peter  Dore,  Efq;  Richmond  he¬ 
rald,  to  the  office  of  Norroy  king 
of  arms,  and  principal  herald  of 
the  North  parts  of  England. 

The  Right  Rev.  Dodlor  James 
Hawkins,  Bifhop  of  Dromore, 
to  the  Bifhoprick  of  Raphoe. 

William  Beresford,  M.  A.  to 
the  Bifhoprick  of  Dromore. 

April. 

Hon.  John  Trevor,  appointed 
minilter  plenipotentiary  to  the 
Elector  Palatine,  and  minilter  to 
the  Diet  of  Ratifbon. 

Ralph  Bigland  the  Younger, 
Efq;  Richmond  herald. 

Richard  Pearfon,  Efq;  captain 


in  his  majelty’s  royal  navy,  re¬ 
ceived  the  honour  of  knighthood. 

Rev.  Dr.  Noel,  Dean  of  Sa¬ 
lisbury. 

May. 

The  Earl  of  Dalhoufie  to  be 
High  Commiffioner  to  the  Church 
of  Scotland. 

Benjamin  Pingo,  Gent,  to  the 
office  of  Rouge-dragon,  Purfui- 
vant  of  Arms,  in  the  room  of 
Ralph  Bigland,  Efq;  now  Rich¬ 
mond  herald. 

The  king  has  been  pleafed  to 
order  letters  patent  to  be  palled 
under  the  great  feal  of  Ireland, 
containing  his  majelty’s  grants 
of  the  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  the 
faid  kingdom,  unto  the  following 
gentlemen,  and  to  their  heirs 
male,  viz.  Frederick  Flood,  of 
Newton  Ormond,  in  the  county 
of  Kilkenny,  Efq;  and  Robert 
Waller,  of  Newport,  in  the  county 
of  Tipperary,  Efq. 

Lord  Rivers,  Lord  Lieut,  of  the 
county  of  Southampton. 

June. 

Alexander  Wedderburne,  Efq; 
late  his  Maje fly’s  Attorney-gene¬ 
ral,  to  be  Lord  Chief  fuftice  of 
his  Majefly’s  Court  of  Common. 
Pleas,  upon  the  resignation  of  the 
Right  Hon.  Sir  William  de  Grey, 
Knt.  late  Chief  Jultice  thereof; 
and  alfo  one  of  his  Majelty’s  moll 
Honourable  Privy  Council. 

The  Right  Hon.  Alexander 
Wedderburne,  Lord  Chief  Jultice 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
and  to  his  heirs  male,  the  dignity 
of  a  Baron  of  Great  Britain,  by 
the  name,  Itile,  and  title  of  Lord 
Loughborough,  Baron  of  Lough¬ 
borough,  in  the  county  of  Lci- 
celter. 

John  Campbell,  Efq;  to  be 
3  Governor 
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Governor  of  Milford  Haven,  in  the 
county  of  Pembroke,  in  the  room 
of  Wyrriot  Owen,  Eft};  deceafed, 

Richard  Pepper  Arden,  Eiq; 
Lloyd  Kennyon,  Eiq;  John  Lee, 
Efq;  and  William  Selwvn,  Efq; 
to  be  of  his  Majefty’s  counfel  learn¬ 
ed  in  the  law. 

July. 

James  Wallace,  Efq;  to  be  his 
Maj efly ’s  A t tor ney-G e neral . 

James  Mansfield,  Efq;  to  be  his 
Majefly’s  Solicitor-general. 

John  Heath,  Efq;  to  be  one  of 
the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Ccm- 
xnon  Pleas. 

Sir  Hugh  Palli fer,  Bart,  to  be 

o  7 

Maher  of  his  Majefly’s  Hofpital  at 
Greenwich. 

September. 

Sir  William  Gordon,  Knight  of 
the  Bath,  and  Lovel  Stanhope, 
Efq;  to  be  Clerks  Comptrollers  of 
the  Board  of  Green  Cloth. 

John  Boiler,  fen.  Efq;  to  be 
one  of  his  Majefly’s  Commiffioners 
for  executing  the  office  of  Trea- 

O 

Purer  of  his  Majefly’s  Exchequer, 
vice  C.  W.  Cornwall,  Efq. 

George  Darby,  Efq;  to  be  one 
of  his  Majefty’s  Commiffioners  for 
executing  the  office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land,  vice  John  Buller,  Efq. 

Benjamin  Langlois,  Efq;  to  be 
one  of  his  Majefly’s  Commiffioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations,  vice 
Soa me  J en y n s,  E fq . 

Charles  Wolfran  Cornwall,  Efq; 
to  the  offices  of  Warden  and  Chief 
fuiiice  in  Eyre  of  all  his  Majefly’s 
foreils,  parks,  chaces,  and  war¬ 
rens,  beyond  Trent. 

The  Hon.  James  Cecil,  Efq; 
commonly  called  Lord  Yifcount 
Cranburn .  to  be  Treafurer  of  his 
Majefly’s  Haufhold. 

Chriftopher D’Oyley,  Efq;  lobe 
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Comptroller  of  the  Accounts  of 
Jtis  .Majefly’s  Army,  vice  Thomas 
Bow] by,  Efq. 

Thomas  Bowlby,  Efq;  to  be 
Commiffary  General  of  the  Muf- 
ters,  and  chief  Muiler  Mafter  of  ail 
his  Majefly’s  Forces,  vice  Chriflo- 
pher  D’Oyley,  Efq; 

Henry  Strachey,  Efq;  to  the 
office  of  Keeper  of  his  Majefly’s 
Stores,  Ordnance,  and  Ammunh 
tion  of  War. 

John  Ken-rick,  Efq;  to  the  office 
of  Clerk  of  the  Delivery  and  De¬ 
liverance  of  all  manner  of  artillery, 
ammunition,  and  other  neceffaries 
whatfoever,  appertaining  to  his 
Majefly’s  office  of  ordnance. 

John  Rof’s  Mackye,  Efq;  to  be 
Receiver  General  of  the  Stamp 
Duties. 

Archibald  Macdonald,  Efq;  one 
of  his  Majeily’s  counfel,  to  be  his 
Majefly’s  juflice  of  the  counties  of 
Carmarthen,  Pembroke,  Cardi¬ 
gan,  &  c. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Onflow, 
and  Lord  Boflon,  to  be  Lords  of 
his  Majefly’s  Bedchamber. 

Thomas  Morgan,  Gent.  Tho¬ 
mas  Morgan,  the  younger,  Gent, 
his  fon,  and  Thomas  Kynnerfley, 
Efq;  to  the  office  or  offices  of  Pro- 
thonotary  and  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
in  the  counties  of  Denbigh  and 
Montgomery. 

William  Adam,  Efq;  Treafurer 
and  Paymafler  of  his  Majeily’s 
Ordnance. 

Flag-officers  of  his  Majefly’s 
fleet  |  Matthew  Buckle,  Efq;  Rob. 
Mann,  Efq;  (vice-admirals  of  the 
red)  to  be  admirals  of  the  blue; 
Hugh  Pigot,  Efq;  Right  Hon. 
Molyneux  Lord  Shuldham,  John 
Vaughan,  Efq;  (vice-admirals  of 
the  white)  Rob,  Duff,  Efq;  (vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue)  to  be  vice- 

admirals 
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admirals  of  the  red  ;  John  Rey¬ 
nold's,  Efq;  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer, 
Bart.  Hon.  John  Byron,  Matthew 
JBarton,  Efq;  Sir  Peter  Parker,  Knt. 
Hon.  Samuel  Barrington,  Mariot 
Arburthnot,  Efq;  Robert  Rod- 
dam,  Efq;  George  Darby,  Efq; 
John  Campbell,  Efq;  (vice-admi¬ 
rals  of  the  blue)  to  be  vice-admi¬ 
rals  of  the  white  ;  James  Gambier, 
Efq;  William  Lloyd,  Efq;  Fra. 
William  Drake,  Efq;  Sir  Edward 
Hugh  es,  K.  B.  Hyde  Parker,  Efq; 
(rear-admirals  of  the  red)  John 
Evans,  Efq;  Mark  Milbanke,  Efq; 
(rear-admirals  of  the  white)  to  be 
vice-admirals  of  the  blue  ;  Nic. 
Vincent;,  Efq;  John  Storr,  Efq; 
Sir  Edward  Vernon,  Knt.  (rear 
admirals  of  the  white)  to  be  rear- 
admirals  of  the  red  ;  lofhua  Row- 
ley,  Efq;  Richard  Edwards,  Efq; 
Thomas  Graves,  Efq;  Robert  Dig- 
by,  Efq;  Sir  John  Lockhart  Rofs, 
Bart,  (rear-admirals  of  the  blue)  to 
be  rear-admirals  of  the  red.  And 
the  following  captains  were  alfo 
appointed  flag-officers,  viz.  Charles 
Webber,  Efq;  Wm.  Langdon,  Efq; 
Benjamin  Marlow,  Efq;  Alexander 
Hood,  Efq;  Alexander  Innes,  Efq; 
rear-admirals  of  the  white  ;  Sir 
Chal.  Ogle,  Knt.  Sir  Sam.  Hood, 
Bart.  Matthew  Moore,  Efq;  Sir 
Richard  Hughes,  Bart.  Francis 
Samuel  Drake,  Efq;  R;cb.  Kem- 
penfelt,  Efq;  rear-admirals  of  the 
blue. 

James  Earl  of  Salifbury,  Trea- 
furer  of  the  Houfhold,  fworn  of 
the  Privy  Council. 

Earl  Talbot,  and  his  heirs  male, 
the  dignity  of  a  Baron  of  Great 
Britain,  by  the  name,  ftile,  and 
title,  of  Baron  Dinevor,  of  Dine- 
vor  in  the  county  of  Caermarthen, 
with  remainder  to  his  daughter. 
Lady  Cecil  Rice,  widow,  and  her 


heirs  male.  Lord  Vifcount  Gage 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and 
his  heirs  male,  the  dignity  of  a, 
Baron  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
name.  Rile,  and  title,  of  Baron 
Gage  of  Firle  in  Suflex.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  gentlemen,  and  their  heirs 
male,  the  dignity  of  a  Baron  of 
Great  Britain,  viz.  the  Hon.  James 
Brudeneli,  Baron  Brudenell,  of 
Deene  in  the  county  of  Northamp¬ 
ton. — The  Right  Lion.  Sir  Wm. 
De  Grey,  Knt.  Baron  Walfing- 
hartD ,  of  Walflngham  in  Norfolk. — . 
Sir  William  Bagot,  Bart.  Baron 
Bagot,  of  Bagot’s  Bromley  in 
StafFordfhire. — The  Hon.  Charles 
Fitzroy,  Lord  Southampton,  Baron 
of  Southampton  in  Hants.— Hen. 
Herbert,  Efq;  Baron  Portchefter, 
of  Highclere,  in  the  county  of 
Southampton. 

The  Right  Hon.  Frederick,  Earl 
of  Carliile,  to  be  Lieut.  Gen.  and 
Governor  of  his  Majefty’s  kingdom 
of  Irel  and. 

WLlliam  Eden,  Efq;  to  be  prin¬ 
cipal  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieut, 
and  of  his  Majefty’s  molt  honour¬ 
able  Privy  Council  in  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland. 

Sir  Thomas  Pye,  Lieut,  Gen. 
of  Marines. 

B.  Thompfon,  Efq;  under  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State  fox  the  Northern 
department. 

November. 

His  R»  H.  Prince  Frederick, 
BUhop  of  Ofnaburg,  colonel  in 
the  army,  by  brevet,  bearing  date 
the  i  ft  of  Nov.  1780 

Lieut.  Gen.  William  Auguftus 
Pitt,  colonel  of  the  ioth  reg.  of 
dragoons. 

Hon.  Major  General  Vaughan, 
Governor  of  Berwick. 

Right  Hon.  Charles  Wolfran 
Cornwall,  fpeaker  of  the  Iioufe 
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of  Commons,  fworn  of  the  Privy 
Council. 

Thomas  Wroughton,  Efq;  En¬ 
voy  Extraordinary  to  the  King  of 
^Sweden,  to  the  moll;  honourable 
Order  of  the  Bath. 

Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney, 
Bart.  Admiral  of  the  White  fqua- 
dron  of  his  Majefly’s  feet,  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  all  his 
MajeBy’s  Blips  and  veffels  employ¬ 
ed  at  Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward 
Iflands,  to  the  moil  honourable 
Order  of  the  Bath. 

December. 

The  King  has  been  pleafed  to 
order  letters  patent  to  be  pafied 
under  the  great  feal  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland,  containing  his 
MajeBy’s  grants  of  the  dignity  of 
a  baron  of  the  faid  kingdom  unto 
the  following  gentlemen ,  and  their 
heirs  male,  by  the  names,  Biles, 
and  titles,  as  under-mentioned, 
viz.  James  Dennis,  Efq;  Chief 
Baron  of  his  MajeBy’s  Court  of 
Exchequer  in  Ireland,  Baron  Trac- 
ton,  of  Tradton- Abbey,  in  the 
county  of  Cork. 

Sir  Robert  Tilfon  Deane,  Bart. 
Baron  Mufkerry,  in  the  county  of 
Cork. 

Alrnar  Lowry  Corry,  Efq;  Baron 
Belmore,  of  CaBlecoole,  in  the 
county  of  Fermanagh. 

Thomas  Knox,  Efq;  Baron 
Welles,  of  Dungannon,  in  the 
county  of  Tyrone. 

John  Baker  Holroyd,  Efq;  Ba¬ 
ron  Sheffield,  of  Dunamore,  in 
the  county  of  Meath. 

Alfo  like  letters  patent,  con¬ 
taining  his  MajeBy’s  grants  of  the 
dignity  of  a  vilcount  of  the  faid 
kingdom  unto  the  following  noble¬ 
men,  and  their  heirs  male,  by  the 
names,  Biles,  and  titles,  as  un¬ 
dermentioned,  viz. 

James  Baron  Lifford,  his  Ma¬ 


jeBy’s  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  Vif- 
count  Lifford,  of  Lifford,  in  the 
county  of  Donnegail. 

Otway  Lord  Defart,  Vifcount 
Defart,  of  Defart,  in  the  county 
of  Kilkenny. 

John  Baron  Erne,  Vifcount 
Erne,  of  Crum  CaBle,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Fermanagh. 

Barry  Lord  Farnham,  Vifcount 
Far nh am,  of  Farnham>  in  the 
county  of  Cavan. 

Simon  Lord  Irnham,  Vifcount 
Carhampton,  of  CaBlehaven,  in 
the  county  of  Cork. 

Bernard  Lord  Bangor,  Vifcount 
Bangor,  of  CaBleward,  in  the 
county  of  Downe. 

PenyBon  Lord  Melbourne,  Vif¬ 
count  Melbourne,  of  Kilmore,  in 

the  countv  of  Cavan. 

✓  m 

James  Lord  Clifden,  Vifcount 

Clifden,  of  Gowran,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Kilkenny, 

John  Lord  Naas,  Vifcount 
Mayo,  of  Monecrouer. 

Alfo  like  letters  patent,  con¬ 
taining  his  MajeBy’s  grant  of  the 
dignities  of  baron  and  earl  of  the 
laid  kingdom  unto  Henry  Lord 
Vifcount  Conyngham,  and  his 
heirs  male,  by  the  name.  Bile,  and 
title  of  Baron  and  Earl  Conyng- 
hara,  pf  Mount  Charles,  in  the 
county  of  Donnegail,  with  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  barony  to  his  ne¬ 
phew  Francis  Pierpoint  Burton, 
Efq;  and  his  heirs  male. 

And  the  like  letters  patent,  con¬ 
taining  his  MajeBy’s  grant  of  the 
dignity  of  an  earl  of  the  faid  king¬ 
dom  unto  Stephen  Lord  Vifcount 
Mount  CaBieil,  and  his  heirs  male, 
by  the  name.  Bile,  and  title  of 
Earl  Mount  CaBieil,  of  Caibell, 
in  the  county  of  Tipperary. 

The  Earl  of  Inchiquin,  John 
O’Neil,  and  Luke  Gardiner,  Efqrs. 
to  be  of  his  MajeBy’s  moB  honour- 
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able  Privy  Council  in  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland. 

The  King  has  been  pleafed  to 
order  letters  patent  to  be  paffed 
under  the  great  feal  of  Ireland, 
containing  his  Majefty’s  grants  of 
the  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  that 
kingdom  unto  the  following  gen¬ 
tlemen,  and  their  heirs  male,  viz. 
John  Stuart  Hamilton,  Efq;  of 
Dunnamana,  in  the  county  of  Ty¬ 
rone  ;  John  Tottenham,  Efq;  of 
Tottenham-green,  in  the  county 
of  Wexford  ;  and  Neal  O'Donnell, 
Efq;  of  Newport,  in  the  county  of 
Mayo. 

The  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Lord 
Grantham,  Lord  Robert  Spencer, 
the  Right  Hon.  William  Eden, 
the  Hon.  Thomas  De  Grey,  An¬ 
drew  Stuart,  Edward  Gibbon, 
Hans  Sloane,  and  Benjamin  Lang- 
jois,  Efqrs.  to  be  his  Majefty’s 
Commiffioners  for  Trade  and  Plan¬ 
tations. 

Charles  Middleton,  Efq;  Sir 
John  Williams,  Knt.  Edmund 
Hunt,  George  Marfh,  Timothy 
Brett,  William  Palmer,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Bateman,  Efqrs;  Sir  Richard 
Temple,  Bart.  Edward  Le  Cras, 
Samuel  Wallis,  Paul  Henry  Our- 
ry,  Henry  Martin,  and  Charles 
Proby,  Efqrs.  and  Sir  Andrew 
Snape  Hammond,  Knt.  to  be  his 
Majeity’s  Commiffioners,  in  qua¬ 
lity  of  principal  officers  of  his  Ma¬ 
jeily’s  navy. 

The  Duke  of  Montague,  to  be 
his  Majefty’s  Mailer  of  the  horfe. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
Aylelbury,  to  be  Chamberlain  of 
her  Majelly’s  Houlhold. 


DEATHS,  1780. 
January. 

Lady  Hud  ion,  relid  of  Sir 
Charles,  Bart, 
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Sir  Nathaniel  Wombwell,  Bart. 

The  Right  Hon.  Hans  Stanley, 
F.  R.  S.  Cofferer  of  the  Houfhold, 
Governor  of  the  Ille  of  Wight, 
Treafurer  of  the  Mufeum,  and 
member  for  Southampton, 

Sir  John  Moore,  Bart,  the  title 
extind.  I 

Lady  Head,  relid  of  the  Rev, 
Sir  John,  Bart. 

Chrill.  Blake,  Efq;  brother  of 
Sir  Patrick,  Bart. 

Mifs  Frances  Mackworth,  eldell 
daughter  of  Sir  Herbert,  Bart. 

Dowager  Lady  Blois,  relid  of 
Sir  Ralph,  Bart. 

Lady  of  Sir  James  Hereford, 
Bart. 

Sir  Thomas  Fleetwood,  Bart. 

Lady  Diana  Middleton. 

Right  Hon.  Thomas  Waite,  Se¬ 
cretary,  and  one  of  the  Privy 
Council  of  Ireland. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Jane  Boyle, 
filler  to  Richard  Earl  of  Burling¬ 
ton. 

Mifs  Martha  Abdy,  daughterof 
Sir  Anthony,  Bart. 

Her  Royal  Highnefs  Louifa 
Amelia  of  Brunfwick,  Princefs 
Dowager  of  Fruflia,  and  mother 
to  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Pruffia, 
and  to  the  fpoufe  of  the  Prince 
Stadtholder. 

The  lady  of  Sir  Alexander  Gil- 
mour,  Bart,  at  Alnwick. 

Sir  William  Sharp,  Bart,  in 
Great  Titchfield  -  hreet,  Major 
General  in  the  Portuguefe  fervice, 
and  Governor  of  the  province  of 
Minho. 

February. 

Lady  Fowlis,  relid  of  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam,  Bart. 

Dr.  Richard  Richmond,  Bifhop 
of  Sodor  and  Man. 

Lady  Davers,  mother  of  Sir 
Charles,  Bart. 

Lady 
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Lady  Lucy  Douglas*  daughter 
of  the  Duke  of  Montrofe. 

Samuel  Egerton,  Efq;  of  Tat¬ 
too  :  he  was  the  only  furviving  fon 
of  John  Egerton,  grand  fon  of  John 
Earl  of  Bridgewater  by  Lady  Eliz. 
Cavendifh,  daughter  to  John  Duke 
of  Newcaftle. 

Sir  William  Blackftone,  Knt. 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas, 

Dowager  Counters  of  Kildare. 

Lady  Catherine  Pelham*  ranger 
of  Greenwich  Park.  She  was  filler 
of  the  late  Duke  of  Leeds*  and 
married,  1726,  to  the  late,  Hon. 
Henry  Pelham,  by  whom  fhe  had 
two  fons*  who  died  young  of  an 
epidemical  fever. 

Countefs  Dowager  of  Eglin- 
toun. 

Lady  fenkinfon,  mother  of  Sir 
Banks,  Bart. 

His  Serene  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  Modena. 

His  Serene  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  Brunfwick. 

Marc  h. 

The  Right  Rev.  Doftor  John 
Ofwald*  Bilhop  of  Raphoe. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Mulgrave.  - 

Lord  Fortefcue  Aland. 

Mrs.  Guidon,  wife  of  Jofeph 
Guidon*  Efq;  and  filler  of  the 
prefent  Sir  S.  Stepney,  Bart. 

Mifs  Letitia  Beauchamp,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Sir  W.  Beauchamp  Proftor* 
Bart. 

General  Defaguliers*  of  the  ar¬ 
tillery. 

Hon.  Topham  Beauclerk,  only 
fon  of  Lord  Sidney  Beauclerk. 

Charlotte,  re  lift  of  the  late  Sir 
William  Sanderfon,  Bart,  and 
daughter  of  Sir  R.  Gough*  of 
Edgebafton. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Anne  Sophia 


Egerton,  wife  of  the  Bilhop  of 
Durham.  Her  lady fhip  was  the 
daughter  of  Henry*  late  Duke  of 
Kent,  by  the  Lady  Sophia  Bentinck, 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Portland. 

Lady  Gooch,  relift  of  the  Right 
Rev,  Sir  Thomas  Gooch,  Bart, 
late  Lord  Bilhop  of  Ely.  Her 
lady  fhip  was  the  daughter  of  — — — 
Compton*  Efq;  and  nearly  related 
to  the  prefent  Earl  of  Northamp¬ 
ton. 

Sir  Francis  Blake*  Bart. 

April. 

Lady  Ifabella  Douglafs,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William,  fird  Earl  of  March.- 

Sir  Adolphus  O  ugh  ton*  Lieut. 
Gen.  and  K.  B, 

George  Ear!  of  Granard*  one 
of  his  Majedy’s  moll  honourable 
Privy  Council  in  Ireland,  and  a 
Baronet  of  Nova  Scotia;  by  vvhofe 
death  the  title  and  edate  have  de¬ 
volved  on  his  elded  fon.  Lord 
George  Forbes*  now  Earl  of  Gra¬ 
nard. 

Rev.  Sir  Stephen  Glynne,  Bart. 

Hon.  Henry  St.  John*  fon  of  the 
late*  and  uncle  to  the  prefent* 
Lord  St.  John  of  Bletfoe,  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  Intrepid  man  of  war, 
on  board  which  he  was  killed, 
with  his  id  and  2d  lieutenants,  by 
the  fame  cannon  ball,  in  the  fight 
with  the  French  fleet  oft  Guada- 
loupe.  He  married  Mary  Schuyler 
of  New  York*  by  whom  he  has 
left  iiTue  one  fon  Henry. 

Lady  Anne  Hope,  daughter  of 
the  Earl  of  Hopetoun. 

Ma  y. 

Hon.  Thomas  Townfhend,  one 
of  the  olded  Tellers  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer. 

Sir  Charles  ^irdy,  Admiral  of 
the  White*  and  commander  of  the 
fleet. 


Hon, 
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Hon.  Richard  NafTau,  brother 
to  the  Earl  of  Rochford. 

Mifs  Elizabeth  Eden,  daughter 
of  Sir  John  Eden,  Bart. 

Lady  Sophia  Neville,  daughter 
of  the  late,  and  filler  totheprefent 
Earl  of  Gainfborough. 

Sir  Godfrey  Weblter,  Bart,  of 
Battle  Abbey  in  SufTex.  His  title 
defcends  to  his  elded  fon,  now  Sir 
Godfrey  Web  Her,  Bart. 

Sir  Charlton  Leighton,  Bart. 
He  is  fucceeded  by  his  fon,  now 
Sir  Charlton. 

Lady  Mary  Lyon,  daughter  of 
the  late  Earl  of  Strathmore. 

Sir  H  en.  Englefield,  Bart. 

Sir -Anthony  Buchannan,  Bart. 

Sir  Thomas  Cave,  Bart. 

Lady  Standilh,  mother  of  Sir 
Frank,  Bart. 

June. 

Dame  Rachael  Morgan,  reliftof 
Sir  William  Morgan,  of  Tredegar, 
K.  B.  and  daughter  of  Wil-' 
Earn  fecond  Duke  of  Devonlhire, 
by  Rachael  daughter  of  William 
Lord  RuiTel.  ♦ 

Lady  Jane  Strickland. 

Sir  T.  Gerrard,  Bart. 

Sir  John  Turner,  Bart. 

July. 

In  the  7 1  It  year  of  his 'age,  at 
his  houfe  in  Woolwich  Warren, 
William  Belford,  Efq;  colonel  of 
the  i  ft  battalion  of  the  royal  reg. 
of  artillery,  and  a  general  in  the 
army. 

Sir  J.  Hobby  Mill,  Bart. 

Mils  Frances  Blake,  youngeit 
daughter  of  Sir  Patrick  Blake. 

Lady  Goring,  wife  of  Sir  Harry, 
Bart. 

Sir  Andrew  Middleton,  Bart. 

John  Moreton,  Elq;  Chief  Juf- 
tice  of  Chefter,  Attorney-general 
to  the  Queen,  deputy  High-lteward 


of  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  and. 
member  for  Wigan  in  Lancashire. 

Lady  Vifcountefs  Dowager  Tyr- 
connel. 

Sir  Charles  Halford,  Bart. 

LadyVifcountef  Mahon,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham. 

The  lady  of  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Earl  of  Hilllborough,  at  his  lordL 
Blip’s  houfe  in  Hanover-fquare. 
Her  ladyihip  was  only  daughter  of 
Edward  Stawell,  4th  and  lait  Lord 
Stawell,  fir  it  married  to  the  late 
Right  Hon.  Henry  Bilfon  Legge, 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
\vas  created  a  peerefs  bv  the  title 
of  Baronefs  Stawell,  which  title 
defcends  to  her  fon,  Mr.  Legge, 
now  Lord  Stawell. 

Hon.  Lady  Sufanna  Houiton, 
relift  of  Sir  Thomas,  Bart. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Page,  relift  of 
the  late  Thomas  Page,  Efq;  and 
aunt  to  Lord  Vifcount  Howe. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  Charles 
Alexander,  Duke  of  Lorrain  and 
Bar, .  &c.  Grand  Mailer  of  the 
Teutonic  Order,  &c.  and  Gover¬ 
nor  and  Captain-general  of  the 

A ufhian  Netherlands. 

* 

August.  ► 

The  Dowager  Countefs  Cowper, 
third'  daughter  of  John  E  rl  Gran¬ 
ville,  fir  it  married  to  the  Hon.  John 
Spencer,  and  mother  of  the  pre- 
fent  Earl  Spencer,  afterwards  mar¬ 
ried  to  the  late  Earl  Cowper,  but 
was  not  mother  of  the  preient 
earl. 

At  Sudbury,  Derbyihire,  George 
Venables  Lord  Vernon.  Hu.  Iord- 
fhip  wys  born"  Feb.  9,  1709,  and 
was  created  Lord  Vernon,  and 
Baran  of  KinBerton,  Mav  12, 
I  He  is  lucceeded  in  hi.-  dtie 

by  the  Hon.  George  Venab.es 
Vernon,  born  May  9,  1735. 


The 
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The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  George 
Chinnery,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Cloyne. 

Thomas  George  Lord  Vifcount 
and  Baron  Southwell.  His  lord- 
ihip  was  born  May  4,  1721,  and 
fucceeded  his  father  in  1760.  He 
married  Mifs  Hamilton  in  1741, 
by  whom  he  has  left  iffue  three  fons 
and  a  daughter. 

At  Lyons  in  France,  the  Hon. 
John  Roper,  fecond  fon  to  Lord 
Teynham. 

The  Hon^  Mrs.  Clarges,  fiber 
to  Lord  Barrington,  and  mother 
©f  Sir  T.  Clarges,  Bart. 

Right  Hon.  John  Drummond, 
commonly  called  Lord  Drum¬ 
mond,  eldeb  fon  to  the  Earl  of 
Perth. 

At  Knutsford,  Lady  Betty  War- 
burton,  relict  of  the  late  Sir  Peter 
Warburton,  and  daughter  of  the 
late  Earl  of  Derby. 

Sir  Theod.  Boughton,  Bart. 

Lady  Afliburnham,  wife  of  the 
Bilhop  of  Chicheber. 

Lord  Vifcount  A  bibrook,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 

September. 

Hon.  Lady  Camilla  Wallop. 

Sir  Thomas  Dyer,  Bart. 

Sir  John  Fielding,  Knt.  one  of 
his  Majeby’s  Jubices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  comities  of  Middlefex,  Ef- 
fex,  Herts,  Kent,  Surry,  and  the 
city  and  liberty  of  Webminber. 

Mrs.  Wingfield,  mother  to  Lady 
St,  Aubin,  and  relid  of  the  late 
"William  Wingfield,  Efq.  She  was 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir  William 
Williamfon,  and  fiber  to  the  pre- 
fent  Sir  Hedworth  Williamfon, 
Bart. 

Mob  noble  the  Marchionefs  of 
Lothian. 

Right  Hon.  Peter  Earl  of  Alta- 
mont,  Vifcount  Webport,  Baron 
Mounteagle,  &c. 


Lieutenant-gen.  Skinner,  chief 
engineer  of  Great  Britain, 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Widdring- 
ton. 

October. 

Right  Lion.  Lady  Hatton  Boyle. 

Hon.  Elizabeth  St.  John,  fiber 
to  the  late  Lord  St.  John  of  Rletfoe, 

Anth.  Chamier,  Efq;  under  Se» 
cretaryof  State,  M.  P.  and  F.R.S. 

Mifs  Nelthorpe,  fiber  to  Sir 
John,  Bart. 

Sir  John  Mordaunt,  K.  B. 
general,  and  colonel  of  the  14th 
regiment  of  dragoons. 

November. 

Sir  George  Wombwell,  Bart. 

Lady  Pettus,  relid  of  Sir  Ho¬ 
race. 

Right  Hon.  Countefs  of  Don^- 
negal. 

Sir  James  Stewart  Denham,  Bt. 

Sir  Saville  Slingfby,  Bart. 

Her  Imperial  Majeby  departed 
this  life  at  Vienna  on  Nov.  29, 
about  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening. 
Her  illnefs,  though  but  of  fhort 
duration,  was  exceedingly  pain¬ 
ful. 

The  Hon.  William  Boyd,  young- 
eb  brother  to  the  late  Earl  of 
Errol. 

Right  Hon.  Thomas  Willough¬ 
by,  Lord  Middleton,  and  Baronet. 
His  lordfhip  was  born  Jan.  26, 
1728,  and  fucceeded  his  brother 
Francis,  the  late  lord,  Dec.  15, 
1774.  He  married  April  14,  1770, 
Mifs  Chadwick,  by  whom  he  has 
left  no  iffue.  on  which  account 
the  title  is  fuppofed  to  be  extind, 

Mrs.  Hellen  Duffy,  Lady  Braco. 

December. 

Right  Hon.  Countefs  Dowager 
of  Shelburne. 

Sir  Chribopher  Traes,  Bart, 
colonel  of  the  Cornifh  militia. 

Right 
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Right  Hon.  Lady  Coleraine. 

Hon.  Lady  Mary  Leflie,  youngeft 
daughter  of  the  Countefs  of 
Rothes. 

Mrs.  E.  Wynn,  filler  to  the 
late  Sir  John,  Bart. 

Mifs  Frances  Ewer,  daughter 
©f  the  late  Bifhop  of  Bangor, 


Mifs  Aflcng,  only  daughter  of 
the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Frances  Af- 
long. 

Sir  James  Barnaby,  Bart. 

Right  Hon.  John  Lord  Vifcount 
Downe. 

Sir  H.  Lippincott,  Bart. 

Sir  Thomas  Stapylton,  Bart* 


( 


/ 


i 


/ 


4 


appendix 


I 


f  f 


[  254  1 


\ 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE. 

- 


Account  of  the  late  Riots  in  the  Cities 
<?/' London  and  Weftminiter. 

In  the  3ail  Seffion  of  the  late  Par¬ 
liament,  an  Aft  was  paffed  in 
Favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics, 
intitled.  An  Adi  for  relieving  his 
Majejly's  Subjects  profejfng  the 
Popijh  Religion ,  from  certain  Pe¬ 
nalties  and  Difabilities  imp  of  d  on 
them  by  an  Adi  made  in  the  Ele¬ 
venth  and  Twelfth  Tears  of  the 
Reign  of  King  William  the  Third , 
intituled ,  f  An  Adi  for  the  further 
preventing  the  Growth  of  Popery 
of  which  Ad,  the  following  is 
an  Ahilract. 

H  E  preamble  recites,  that 
it  is  expedient  to  repeal  cer¬ 
tain  provifions  in  the  ad  of  King 
William;  and  the  claufes  repealed 
are  as  follow : 

*  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  Ad 
as  relates  to  the  apprehending, 
taking,  or  profeeuting  of  Popifh 
bifhops,  priefts,  or  jefuits ;  and 
a lfo  fo  much  of  the  laid  ad  as  fub- 
jeds  Popifh  bifhops,  priefts  or  je- 
fuits,  and  Papifts,  or  perfons  pro- 
feffing  the  Popifh  religion,  and 
keeping  fchool,  or  taking  upon 
themfelves  the  education  or  go¬ 
vernment  or  boarding  of  youth, 
within  this  realm,  or  the  domi¬ 
nions  thereto  belonging,  to  per¬ 
petual  imprisonment ;  and  alfo  fo 


much  of  the  faid  ad  as  difables 
perfons  educated  in  the  Popifh  re¬ 
ligion,  or  profeffing  the  fame,  un¬ 
der  the  circumftances  therein  men¬ 
tioned,  to  inherit  or  take  by  de- 
fcent,  devife,  or  limitation,  in 
poffeffion,  reverfion,  or  remainder, 
any  lands,  tenements,  or  heredi¬ 
taments,  within  the  kingdom  of 
England,  dominion  of  Wales,  and 
town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed, 
and  gives  to  the  next  of  kin,  be¬ 
ing  a  Proteftant,  a  right  to  have 
and  enjoy  fuch  lands,  tenements, 
and  hereditaments  ;  and  alfo  fo 
much  of  the  faid  ad  as  difables 
Papifts,  or  perfons  profefilng  the 
Popifh  religion,  to  purchafe  any 
manors,  lands,  profits  out  of  lands, 
tenements,  rents,  terms,  or  here¬ 
ditaments,  within  the  kingdom  of 
England,  dominion  of  Wales,  or 
town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  and 
makes  void  all  and  fingular  eftates, 
terms,  and  other  interefts  or  pro¬ 
fits  whatever  out  of  lands,  to  be 
made,  buffered,  or  done,  from  and 
after  the  day  therein  mentioned, 
to  or  for  the  ufe  or  behoof  of  any 
fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  or  upon 
any  truft  or  confidence,  mediately 
or  immediately,  for  the  relief  of 
any  fuch  perfon  or  perfons ;  (hall 
be,  and  the  fame,  and  every  claufe 
and  matter  and  thing  herein  be¬ 
fore-mentioned,  is  and  are  hereby 
repealed. 


f  And 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.  [255 


f  And  be  it  enafted  by  the  au¬ 
thority  aforefaid,  That  every  per¬ 
fon  and  perfons  having  or  claim¬ 
ing  any  lands,  tenements,  or  he¬ 
reditaments,  under  titles  not  hi¬ 
therto  litigated,  though  derived 
from  any  defcent,  devife,  limita¬ 
tion,  or  purchafe,  fhall  have,  take, 
hold,  and  enjoy  the  fame,  as  if 
the  faid  aft,  or  any  thing  therein 
contained,  had  not  been  made ; 
any  thing  in  the  faid  aft  contained 
to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

*  Provided  always,  and  be  it 
enafted.  That  nothing  herein  con¬ 
tained  fhall  extend,  or  be  con- 
ftrued  to  affeft  any  aftion  or  fuit 
now  depending,  which  fhall  be 
profecuted  with  efFeft,  and  without 
delay, 

‘  Provided  alfo.  That  nothing 
herein  contained  fhall  extend,  or 
be  conftrued  to  extend,  to  any 
perfon  or  perfons  but  fuch  who 
fhall,  within  the  fpace  of  fix  ca¬ 
lendar  months  after  the  palling  of 
this  aft,  or  of  accruing  of  his,  her, 
or  their  title,  being  of  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  or  who,  being 
under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
fhall,  within  fix  months  after  he  or 
fhe  fhall  attain  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  or  being  of  unfound 
mind,  or  in  prifon,  or  beyond  the 
Teas,  then  within  fix  months  after 
fuch  difability  removed,  take  and 
fubfcribe  an  oath  in  the  words  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

The  Test  or  Oath. 

<(  I  A.  B.  do  fincerely  promife 
and  fwear.  That  I  will  be  faithful 
and  bear  true  allegiance  to  his  Ma- 
jelly  King  George  the  Third,  and 
him  will  defend,  to  the  utmoft  of 
icy  po.ver,  againft  all  confpiracies 
and  attempts  whatever  that  fhall 
be  made  againft  his  perfon,  crown, 
or  dignity  ;  and  I  will  do  my  ut¬ 


moft  endeavour  to  difclofe  and 
make  known  to  his  majefty,  his 
heirs  and  fucceffbrs,  all  treafons 
ar  d  traiterous  confpiracies  which 
may  be  formed  againft  him  or 
them  ;  and  I  do  faithfully  promife 
to  maintain,  fupport,  and  defend, 
to  the  utmoft  of  my  power,  the 
fucceflion  of  the  crown  in  his  ina- 
jefty’s  family,  againft  any  perfon. 
or  perfons  whatfoever;  hereby  ut¬ 
terly  renouncing  and  abjuring  any 
obedience  or  allegiance  unto  the 
perfon  taking  upon  himfelf  the 
ftyle  and  title  of  Prince  of  Wales, 
in  the  lifetime  of  his  father,  and 
who,  lince  his  death,  is'  faid  to 
have  affumed  the  ftyle  and  title 
of  King  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
name  of  Charles  the  Third,  and  to 
any  other  perfon  claiming  or  pre¬ 
tending  a  right  to  the  crown  of 
thefe  realms :  and  I  do  fwear,  that 
I  do  rejeft  and  deteft,  as  an  un- 
chriftian  and  impious  pofition. 
That  it  is  lawful  to  murder  or 
deftroy  any  perfon  or  perfons  what- 
foever,  for  or  under  pretence  of 
their  being  heretics ;  and  alfo  that 
unchriftian  arid  impious  principle. 
That  no  faith  is  to  be  kept  with 
heretics;  i  further  declare,  that 
v  is  no  article  of  my  faith,  and 
that  I  do  renounce,  rejeft,  and 
abjure  the  opinion.  That  princes 
excommunicated  by  the  Pope  and 
council,  or  by  any  authority  of 
the  See  of  Rome,  or  by  any  au¬ 
thority  whatfoever,  may  be  de- 
pofed  or  murdered  by  their  fub- 
jefts,  or  any  perfon  whatfoever; 
and  I  do  declare,  that  I  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  Pope  of  Rome,  or 
any  other  foreign  prince,  prelate, 
ftate,  or  potentate,  hath,  or  ought 
to  have,  any  temporal  or  civil  ju- 
rifdiftion,  power,  fuperiority,  or 
pre-eminence,  direftly  oiundireft- 
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ly9  within  this  realm.  And  I  do 
foleilinly,  in  the  prefence  of  God, 
profefs,  teflify,  and  declare.  That 
I  do  make  this  declaration,  and 
^very  part  thereof,  in  the  plain 
and  ordinary  ienfe  of  the  words  of 
this  oath  ;  without  any  evafion, 
equivocation,  or  mental  referva- 
tion  whatever,  and  without  any 
difpenfation  already  granted  by  the 
Pope,  or  any  authority  of  the  See 
of  Rome,  or  any  perfon  whatever; 
and  without  thinking  that  I  am  or 
can  be  acquitted  before  God  or 
man,  or  abfolved  of  this  declara¬ 
tion,  or  any  part  thereof,  although 
the  Pope,  or  any  other  perfon s  or 
authority  whatfoever,  fhali  difpenfe 
with  or  annul  the  fame,  or  declare 
that  it  was  null  or  void.” 

It  concludes  with  reciting  what 
courts  of  judicature  the  oath  is  to 
be  taken,  fubfcribed,  and  regi- 
ftered  in  ;  and  with  an  informa¬ 
tion,  that  the  aft  fhould  not  be 
conftrued  to  extend  to  any  Popifh 
bifhop,  prieft,  jefuit,  or  fchool- 
m  after,  who  fhali  not  have  taken 
and  fubfcribed  the  above  oath,  in 
the  above  words,  before  he  fhali 
have  been  apprehended,  or  any  pro- 
fecution  commenced  again  (I  him* 

The  original  motion  was  made 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Sir 
George  Savile,  and  received  with 
univerfal  approbation,  and  a  bill 
was  accordingly  brought  in  and 
pafTed  both  Houfes  without  a  fingle 
negative. 

An  extenfion  of  the  fame  relief 
16  the  Catholics  of  Scotland,  was 
alfo  faid  to  have  been  intended  by 
parliament.  The  report  fpread  an 
immediate  alarm  throughout  that 
country  ;  focieties  were  formed  for 
the  defence  of  the  Proteflant  faith, 
committees  appointed,  books  dif- 
perfcd,  and,  in  fhort,  every  me¬ 


thod  taken  to  inflame  the  zeal  of 
the  people.  Thefe  attempts  being 
totally  negle&ed  by  government, 
and  but  feebly  refitted  by  the  more 
liberal  minded  in  that  country,  pro¬ 
duced  all  their  effects.  A  furious 
fpirit  of  bigotry  and  perfeeution. 
foon  (hewed  itfelf,  and  broke  out 
into  the  moil  outrageous  ads  of 
violence  and  cruelty  againtt  the 
Papitts  at  Edinburgh,  Glafgow, 
and  elfewhere.  As  government  did 
not  think  it  advifable  to  reprefs 
this  fpirit  by  force,  the  juft  and 
benevolent  intentions  of  the  legis¬ 
lature  were  laid  afide. 

The  fuccefsful  refi.ftance  of  the 
zealots  in  Scotland  to  any  relaxa¬ 
tion  of  the  penal  laws  againtt  Pa- 
pifts,  feems  to  have  given  the  fir  ft 
rife  to  the  Proteflant  Affociation  in 
England  :  for  about  the  fame  time 
bills  were  difperfed,  and  adver¬ 
tisements  inferred  in  the  news¬ 
papers,  inviting  thofe  who  wifhed 
well  to  the  caufe,  to  unite  under 
that  title ;  and  Lord  George  Gor¬ 
don,  who  had  been  fo  adtive  at  the 
head  of  the  malecontents  in  Scot¬ 
land,  was  chofen  their  prefident. 
On  Monday,  May  29,  a  meeting 
was  held  at  Coach-makers-hall, 
purfuant  to  public  advertifement, 
in  order  to  confider  of  the  mode  of 
prefenting  a  petition  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.  Lord  George  Gor¬ 
don  took  the  chair,  and  after  a 
long  inflammatory  harangue,  in 
which  he  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
his  hearers  of  the  rapid  and  alarm¬ 
ing  progrefs  that  Popery  was  mak¬ 
ing  in  this  kingdom,  he  proceeded 
to  obferve,  that  the  only  way  to 
flop  it  was  going  in  a  firm,  man¬ 
ly,  and  refolute  manner  to  the 
Houfe,  and  fhewing  their  repre- 
fentatives  that  they  were  deter-. 
mined  to  preferve  their  religious 

freedom 
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freedom  with  their  lives.  That, 
for  his  part,  he  would  run  all  ha¬ 
zards  with  the  people  ;  and  if  the 
people  were  too  lukewarm  to  run 
all  hazards  with  him,  when  their 
confcience  and  their  country  call 
them  forth,  they  might  get  ano¬ 
ther  prefident  ;  for  he  would  tell 
them  candidly,  that  he  was  not  a 
lukewarm  man  himfelf,  and  that 
if  they  meant  to  fpend  their  time 
in  mock  debate  and  idle  oppoii- 
tion,  they  might  get  another  lead¬ 
er.  This  fpeech  was  received  with 
the  loudeif  applaufe,  and  his  lord- 
fhip  then  moved  the  following  re- 
folution  :  “  That  the  whole  body 
of  the  Proteftant  Alfociation  do  at¬ 
tend  in  Saint  George’s-fields,  on 
Friday  next,  at  ten  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  to  accompany  his  lord- 
fhip  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  , 
the  delivery  of  the  Proteilant  peti¬ 
tion  which  was  carried  unani- 
moufly.  His  lordihip  then  in¬ 
formed  them,  that  if  lefs  than 
20, coo  of  his  fellow-citizens  at¬ 
tended  him  on  that  day,  he  would 
not  prefent  their  petition  ;  and  lor 
the  better  obfervance  of  order,  he 
moved,  that  they  friould  arrange 
themfelves  in  four  divifions  ;  the 
I’roteftants  of  the  city  of  London 
on  the  right  ;  thofe  of  the  city  of 
Weilminfter  on  the  left;  the  bo¬ 
rough  of  Southwark  third  ;  and  the 
people  of  Scotland  refident  in  Lon¬ 
don  and  its  environs  to  form  the  lafl: 
divifion  $  and  that  they  might  know 
their  friends  from  their  enemies, 
he  added,  that  every  real  Protef- 
tant,  and  friend  of  the  petition, 
ihould  come  with  blue  cockades  in 
their  hats. 

Accordingly,  on  Friday,  June  2, 
at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  feverai 
thoufands  afiembled  at  the  place 
appointed,  marfhalling  themlelves 
You.  XXIII, 


in  ranks,  and  waiting  for  their 
leader.  About  eleven  o’clock. 
Lord  George  arrived,  and  gave  di¬ 
rections  in  what  manner  he  would 
have  them  proceed,  and  about 
twelve,  one  party  was  ordered  to 
go  round  over  Lon  don -bridge,  ano¬ 
ther  over  Blackfriars,  and  a  third 
to  follow  him  over  Weliminiler. 
A  roll  parchment,  containing 
the  names  of  thofe  who  had  figned 
the  petition,  was  borne  before 
them.  They  proceeded  with  great 
decorum  on  their  route,  and  the 
whole  body  was  aifembled,  about 
half  paid  two,  before  both  Houfes 
of  parliament  on  which  occafion 
they  gave  a  general  fhout. 

But  however  peaceable  and  well 
difpofed  fome  of  them  might  be, 
others  foon  began  to  exercife  the 
rnoft  arbitrary  power  over  both 
Lords  and  Commons,  by  obliging 
almoft  all  the  members  to  put  blue 
cockades  in  their  hats,  and  call 
out,  ‘  No  Popery  1*  Some  they 
compelled  to  take  oaths  to  vote  for 
the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  adt, 
others  they  infulted  in  the  moil  in¬ 
decent  and  violent  manner.  They 
t/  Ac  polTeffion  of  all  the  avenues 
up  to  the  very  doors  of  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  which  they 
twice  attempted  to  force  open. 
The  Archbifhop  of  York  was  .one 
of  the  firft  they  attacked.  As  foon 
as  his  coach  was  known  coming 
down  Parliament- itreet,  he  was 
faluted  with  hiiTes,  groans,  and 
bootings.  The  Lord  Prefident  of 
the  Council,  Lord  Bathurfl,  they 
puihed  about  in  the  rudeft  manner, 
and  kicked  violently  on  the  legs. 
Lord  Mansfield  had  the  glaifes 
of  his  carriage  broken,  the  pan- 
nels  beat,  in,  and  narrowly  efcap- 
ed  with  life.  The  Duke  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland  had  his  pocket  pick¬ 
le]  ed 
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ed  of  his  watch.  The  Bifhop  of 
Litchfield  had  his  gown  torn.  The 
wheels  of  the  Bilhop  of  Lincoln’s 
carriage  were  taken  off,  and  his 
lordfhip  efcaped  with  life,  being 
obliged  to  feek  fhelterin  the  houfe 
of  Mr.  Atkinfon,  an  Attorney, 
where  he  changed  his  cloaths,  and 
made  his  efcape  over  the  leads  of 
the  adjacent  houfes.  'T 

The  Lords  Townfitend  and 
Hillfborough  came  together,  and 
were  greatly  inlulted,  and  fent 
into  the  Houfe  without  their  bags, 
and  with  their  hair  hanging  loofe 
on  their  lhoulders.  The  coach  of 
Lord  Stormont  was  broken  to 
pieces,  himfelf  in  the  hands  of 
the  mob  for  near  half  an  hour  : 
he  was  refeued  at  laft  by  a  gentle¬ 
man,  who  harangued  the  mob, 
and  prevailed  on  them  to  defift. 
Lords  Afhburnham  and  Bofton 
were  treated  with  the  utmoft  in¬ 
dignity,  particularly  Lord  Bofton, 
who  was  fo  long  in  their  power 
that  it  was  propofed  by  fome  of 
the  peers  to  go  as  a  body,  and  en¬ 
deavour,  by  their  prefence,  to 
extricate  him ;  but  whilft  they 
were  deliberating,  his  lordfhip 
efcaped  without  any  material 
hurt.  Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke, 
Lord, St.  John,  Lord  Dudley,  and 
many  others,  were  perfonally  ill 
treated  ;  and  Wellbore  Ellis,  Efq; 
was  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the 
Guildhall  of  Weftminfter  (whither 
he  was  purfued)  the  windows  of 
which  were  broke,  the  doors 
forced,  and  Juftice  Addington, 
with  all  the  conftables,  expelled  : 
Mr.  Ellis  efcaped  with  the  utmoft 
hazard. 

Lord  George  Gordon,  during 
thefe  unwarrantable  proceedings, 
came  feveral  times  to  the  top  of 
the  gallery  ftairs,  whence  he  ha* 
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rangued  the  people,  and  informed 
them  of  the  bad  fuccefs  their  pe¬ 
tition  was  like  to  meet  with,  and 
marked  out  fuch  members  as  were 
oppofing  it,  particularly  Mr. 
Burke,  the  member  for  Briftol. 
He  told  them,  at  firft,  that  it- 
was  propofed  to  take  it  into  con- 
fideration  on  Tuefday,  in  a  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Houfe,  but  that  he 
did  not  like  delays,  for  the  par¬ 
liament  might  be  prorogued  by 
that  time. 

He  afterwards  came  and  faid, 
*  Gentlemen,  the  alarm  has  gone 
forth  for  many  miles  round  the 
city.  You  have  got  a  very  good 
prince,  who,  as  foon  as  he  (hall 
hear  the  alarm  has  feized  fuch  a 
number  of  men,  will  no  doubt  fend 
down  private  orders  to  his  mini- 
fters  to  enforce  the  prayer  of  your 
petition. 

General  Conway,  and  feveral 
other  members,  expoftulated  with 
him  very  warmly  on  the  mifehiefs 
that  might  arife  from  fuch  con¬ 
duct;  and  Colonel  Gordon,  a  near 
relation  of  his  lordfhip’s,  went  up 
to  him,  and  accofted  him  in  the 
following  manner :  i  My  Lord 
George,  do  you  intend  to  bring 
your  rafcally  adherents  into  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  ?  If  you  do— 
the  firft  rnan  of  them  that  enters, 
I  will  plunge  my  fword  not  into 
his,  but  into  your  body. 

While  his  lordfhip  was  making 
his  fecond  fpeech  to  the  mob, 
another  of  his  relations.  General 
Grant,  came  behind  him,  and 
endeavoured  to  draw  him  back 
into  the  Eloufe,  and  faid  to  him, 
‘  For  God’s  fake.  Lord  George! 
do  not  lead  thefe  poor  people  into 
any  danger.’— His  lordfhip,  how¬ 
ever,  made  the  general  no  anfvver, 
but  continued  his  harangue— * 

*  You 
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(  You  fee,  faid  he,  in  this  effort 
to  perfuade  me  from  my  duty, 
before  your  eyes,  an  inftancc  of 
the  difficulties  I  have  to  encounter 
with  from  fuch  wife  men  of  this 
world  as  my  honourable  friend 
behind  my  back.* 

Alderman  Sawbridge  and  others 
endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  clear  the  lobby,  but  to  no 
purpofe.  The  Affiftant  to  the 
Chaplain  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  likewife  addreffed  them, 
but  gained  nothing  except  curfes. 
Soon  after  this,  a  party  af  horfe 
and  foot  guards  arrived.  Juftice 
Addington  was  at  the  head  of  the 
horfe,  and  was  received  with 
hiffes;  but  on  his  affuring  the 
people  that  his  difpofition  towards 
them  was  peaceable,  and  that  he 
would  order  the  foldiers  away,  if 
they  would  give  their  honour  to 
difperfe,  he  gained  their  good  will. 
Accordingly  the  cavalry  galloped 
off,  and  upwards  of  fix  hundred 
of  the  petitioners,  after  giving  the 
magiffirate  three  cheers,  departed. 

The  greatefl  part  of  the  day  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  had  been  taken  up  in  de¬ 
bates  concerning  the  mob.  When 
they  had  obtained  fome  degree  of 
order.  Lord  George  introduced 
his  bufinefs  with  informing  them, 
that  he  had  before  him  a  Petition 
figned  by  near  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  of  his  majelty’s 
protellant  fubjefts,  praying,  f  A 
repeal  of  the  aft  paffed  the  lall 
feffion  in  favour  of  the  Roman 
Catholics/  and  moved  to  have  the 
faid  petition  brought  up. 

Mr.  Alderman  Bull  feconded  the 
motion,  and  leave  was  given  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

Having  brought  up  the  petition, 
his  Lordfhip  then  moved  to  have 


it  taken  into  immediate  confider- 
ation,  and  was  again  feconded  by 
Mr.  Alderman  Bull. 

After  fome  debate,  the  Houfe 
divided,  and  there  appeared  6  for 
the  petition,  and  192  againft  it. 
Soon  after  this  the  Houfe  adjourn¬ 
ed,  and  the  mob  having  difperfed 
from  the  avenues  of  both  Houfes* 
the  guards  were  ordered  home. 

Though  order  and  tranquillity 
were  re  eftablilhed  in  this  part  of 
the  town,  it  was  far  otherwile 
elfewhcre.  The  mob  paraded  off 
in  different  divifions  from  Palace- 
yard,  and  fome  of  them  went  to 
the  Romifh  Chapel  in  Duke-llreet, 
Lincoln’s-inm  fields,  others  to  that 
in  Warwick-ftreet,  Golden-  fquare, 
both  of  which  they  in  a  great, 
meafure  demoliffied.  The  mili¬ 
tary  were  fent  for,  but  could  not 
arrive  time  enough  at  either  to 
prevent  mifchief.  Thirteen  of 
the  rioters  were  however  taken, 
and  the  mob,  for  that  night,  diff 
perfed. 

The  riots,  which  were  fo  alarm¬ 
ing  on  the  Friday  evening,  partly 
fubfided  on  Saturday  ;  but  on  Sun- 
d  .y  in  the  afternoon,  the  rioters 
affembled  again  in  large  bodies, 
and  attacked  the  chapels  and  dwel- 
ling-houfes  of  the  catholics  in  and 
about  Moorfields.  They  ftript 
their  houfes  of  furniture,  and  their 
chapels  not  only  of  the  orna¬ 
ments  and  infignia  of  religion,  but 
tore  up  the  altars,  pulpits,  pews, 
and  benches,  and  made  fires  of 
them,  leaving  nothing  but  the  bare 
walls. 

On  Monday  the  rioters  collefted 
again.  Some  paraded  with  the 
reliques  of  havock,  which  they  col¬ 
lefted  in  Moorfields,  as  far  as 
Lord  George  Gordon’s  houfe  in 
Welbeck  -  dreet.  and  afterwards 
^  burnt 
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burnt  them  In  the  adjacent  fields. 
Another  party  went  to  Virginia- 
iane,  Wapping,  and  a  third  to 
Nightingale-lane,  Eafl-Smithfield, 
where  they  feverally  deflroyed  the 
catholic  chapels,  and  committed 
other  outrages.  Mr.  Rainsforth, 
tallow  «  chandler,  of  Stanhope- 
ftreet,  Clare  -  market,  and  Mr. 
Maberly,  of  Little  Queen-ftreet, 
JLincoln’s-inn-fields,  who  had  ap¬ 
peared  as  evidences  on  the  exa¬ 
mination  of  thofe  who  had  been 
committed,  had  each  of  them  their 
houfes  and  fhops  dripped,  and 
their  contents  committed  to  the 
flames.  Sir  George  Savilk’s  houfe 
In  Leicefler-fields,  underwent  the 
fame  fate,  for  preparing  and  bring¬ 
ing  the  bill  into  parliament,  in 
favour  of  the  catholics. 

This  day  alfo,  which  was  held 
as  the  anniverfary  of  the  king’s 
birth  -  day,  a  proclamation  was 
iffsied,  promiiing  a  reward  of  500  1. 
to  thofe  who  would  make  difco- 
very  of  the  perfons  concerned  in 
demolifhing*  and  letting  fire  to  the 
Sardinian  and  Bavarian  chapels. 
The  perfons  formerly  apprehend¬ 
ed  were  re-examined,  and  foxne 
were  difeharged  ;  others,  were  or¬ 
dered  to  Newgate,  and  were  ef- 
corted  there  by  a  party  of  the 
guards,  whom,  on  their  return, 
the  mob  pelted. 

On  Tuefday  all  the  military  In 
town  were  ordered  on  duty  at  the 
Tower,  both  Houfes  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  St.  James’s,  St.  George’s 
Fields,  &c.  during  the  day.  Not¬ 
withstanding  every  precaution. 
Lord  Sandwich  was  wounded  in 
attempting  to  go  down  to  the 
Parliament  Houfe  to  attend  his 
duty,  his  carriage  demolifhed,  and 
hiinfelf  refeued  by  the  military 
with  difficulty. 


About  fix  in  the  evening,  one 
party  went  to  the  houfe  of  Juflice 
Hyde,  near  Leicefler-fields,  which 
they  deflroyed  ;  another  party  pa¬ 
raded  through  Long  Acre,  down 
Holborn,  See.  till  they  came  to 
Newgate,  and  publicly  declared 
they  would  go  and  releafe  the 
confined  rioters.  When  they  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  doors  of  the  prifon, 
they  demanded  of  Mr.  Aker  man, 
the  keeper,  to  have  their  com¬ 
rades  immediately  delivered  up  to 
them  ;  and  upon  his  perilling  to 
do  his  duty,  by  refufing,  they 
began  to  break  the  windows,  fome 
to  batter  the  doors  and  entrances 
into  the  cells,  with  pick-axes  and 
Hedge-hammers,  others  with  lad¬ 
ders  to  climb  the  walls,  while 
feveral  colie&ed  fire-brands,  and 
whatever  combuflibles  they  could 
find,  and  flung  into  his  dwelling- 
houfe.  What  contributed  to  the 
fpreading  of  the  flames,  was  the 
great  quantity  of  houfhold  furni¬ 
ture  belonging  to  Mr.  Akerman, 
which  they  threw  out  of  the  win¬ 
dows,  piled  up  again  ft  the  doors, 
and  fet  fire  to  ;  the  force  of  which 
prefently  communicated  to  the 
houfe,  from  the  houfe  to  the  cha¬ 
pel,  and  from  thence  through  the 
prifon.  As  foon  as  the  flames  had 
deflroyed  Mr.  .Akerman’s  houfe, 
which  was  part  of  Newgate,  and 
were  communicated  to  the  wards 
and  ceils,  all  the  prifoners,  to  the 
amount  of  three  hundred,  among 
whom  were  four  under  fentence 
of  death,  and  ordered  for  execution 
on  the  Thurfday  following,  were 
releafed. 

Not  fatiated  with  the  deflrudlion 
of  this  great  building,  a  party  was 
fent  among  the  catholics  in  De- 
vonfhire-flreet.  Red  Lion-fquare; 
another  to  the  houfe  of  Juftice 

Cox, 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.  [261 


Cox,  in  Great  Queen-ftreet,  which 
was  foon  deftroyed  ;  a  third  broke 
open  the  doors  of  the  New  Prifon, 
Clerkenvvell,  and  turned  out  all 
the  prifoners  ;  a  fourth  deftroyed 
the  furniture  and  effects,  writings. 
Sec.  of  Sir  John  Fielding;  and  a 
fifth  defperate  and  infernal  gang 
went  to  the  elegant  houfe  of  Lord 
Mansfield,  in  Bloomfbury-fquare, 
which  they,  with  the  moll  unre¬ 
lenting  fury,  fet  fire  to  and  con- 
fumed. — They  began  by  break¬ 
ing  down  the  doors  and  windows, 
and  from  every  part  of  the  houfe 
flung  the  fuperb  furniture  into 
the  ftreet,  where  large  fires  were 
made  to  deftroy  it.  They  then 
proceeded  to  his  lordihip’s  law- 
library,  See.  and  deftroyed  fome 
thoufand  volumes,  with  many  ca¬ 
pital  manuferipts,  mortgages,  pa¬ 
pers,  and  ocher  deeds.  The  rich 
wardrobe  of  wearing  apparel,  and 
fome  very  capital  pi&ures,  were 
alfo  burned  ;  and  they  afterwards 
forced  their  way  into  his  lordlhip’s 
wine-cellars,  and  plentifully  be- 
ftowed  it  on  the  populace.  A 
party  of  guards  now  arrived,  and 
a  magiftrate  read  the  riot-act, 
and  then  was  obliged  to  give 
orders  for  a  detachment  to  fire, 
when  about  fourteen  obeyed,  and 
ihot  feveral  men  and  women,  and 
wounded  others.  They  were  or¬ 
dered  to  fire  again,  which  they 
did,  without  effeft.  This  did  not 
intimidate  the  mob  ;  they  began 
to  pull  the  houfe-.  down,  and  burn 
the  floors,  planks,  fpars.  See.  and 
deftroyed  the  out-houfes  and  fta- 
bles ;  fo  that  in  a  fhort  time  the 
whole  was  confumed. — Lord  and 


Lady  Mansfield  made  their  efcape 
through  a  back  door,  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  before  the  rioters  broke  in 
and  took  pofleftion  of  the  houfe. 

It  is  impoftible  to  give  any  ade¬ 
quate  defeription  of  the  events  of 
Wednefday.  Notice  was  lent 
round  to  the  public  prifans  of  the 
King’s-Bench,  Fleet,  &c.  by  the 
mob,  at  what  time  they  would 
come  and  burn  them  down.  The 
fame  kind  of  infernal  humanity 
was  exercifed  towards  Mr.  Lang- 
dale,  a  diftiller  in  Holborn,  vvhofe 
lofs  is  faid  to  amount  to  near 
ioo,oool.  and  feveral  other  Romifti 
individuals.  In  the  afternoon  all 
the  fhops  were  fliut,  and  bits  of 
blue  ftlk,  by  way  cf  flags,  hung 
out  at  moft  houfes,  with  the  words 
*  No  Popery,*  chalked  on  the 
doors  and  window  -  fhutters,  by 
way  of  deprecating  the  fury  of 
the  infurgents,  from  which  no 
perfon  thought  himfelf  fecure. 

As  foon  as  the  day  was  drawing 
towards  a  clofe,  one  of  the  moll 
dreadful  fpeiflacles  this  country 
ever  beheld  was  exhibited,  Let 
thofe,  who  were  not  fpedlators  of 
it,  judge  what  the  inhabitants 
felt  when  they  beheld  at  the  fame 
inftant  the  flames  afeending  and 
rolling  in  clouds  from  the  King’s? 
Bench  and  Fleet  Prifons,  from 
New  Bridewell,  from  the  toll- 
gates  on  Black -friars  Bridge*, 
from  houfes  in  every  quarter  of 
the  town,  and  particularly  from 
the  bottom  and  middle  of  Hol¬ 
born,  where  the  conflagration 
was  horrible  beyond  defeription. 
The  houfes  that  were  firll  fet  on 
fire  at  this  laft-meritioned  place. 


*  The  toll-gates  at  Black-friars  appear  to  have  been  burnt  for  tfie  fake  of 
plunder :  fome  lives  were  loft  there,  and  one  man,  who  was  fiiot,  ran  thirty  or 
forty  yards  before  he  dropped. 

[*]  3 
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both  belonged  to  Mr.  Langdale, 
an  eminent  diftiller,  and  contained 
immenfe  quantities  of  fpirituous 
liquors. — Six-and-thirty  fires,  all 
blazing  at  one  time,  and  in 
different  quarters  of  the  city, 
were  to  be  feen  from  one  fpot, 
•—During  the  whole  night  men, 
women,  and  children,  were  run¬ 
ning  up  and  down  with  fuch 
goods  and  effedts  as  they  wifhed 
Eoft  to  preferve.  The  tremendous 
roar  of  the  authors  of  thefe  hor¬ 
rible  fcenes  was  heard  at  one  in- 
llant,  and  at  the  next,  the  dread¬ 
ful  reports  of.foldiers  mufquets, 
firing  in  platoons,  and  from  dif¬ 
ferent  quarters  :  in  fhort,  every 
thing  ferved  to  imprefs  the  mind 
with  ideas  of  univerfal  anarchy 
and  approaching  defolation. 

Two  attempts,  in  the  ccnurfe 
of  the  day,  were  made  upon 
the  Bank  ;  but  the  rioters  were 

fo  much  intimidated  by  the 

ftrength  with  which  they  beheld 
it  guarded,  that  their  attacks  were 
but  feebly  conduced,  and  they 

were  repulfed  at  the  firft  fire  from 
the  military.  They  made  an 

effort  to  break  into  the  Pay-office 
likewife,  and  met  the  fame  fate. 
Several  of  them  fell  in  thefe  fkir- 
jni  files,  and  many  were  wounded. 

Had  the  Bank  and  the  public 
offices  been  the  firft  objects  of 
their  fury,  inftead  of  the  houfes  of 
individuals,  the  chapels,  and  the 
prifons,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
but  they  would  have  fucceeded  in 
their  attempt ;  and  what  the  con- 
fequences  in  that  cafe  would  have 
been,  let  any  rational  mind  figure 
to  itfelf ! 

It  is  impoffible  to  afcertain  the 
number  of  unhappy  wretches  who 
Jlcft  their  lives  in  the  courfe  of 
this  dreadful  night,— Powder  and 


ball  was  not  fo  fatal  to  them  as 
their  own  inordinate  appetites. 
Numbers  died  with  inebriation, 
efpecially  at  the  diftilleries  of  the 
unfortunate  Mr.  Langdale,  from 
whofe  veffels  the  liquor  ran  down 
the  middle  of  the  llreet,  was  taken 
up  by  pailfuls,  and  held  to  the 
mouths  of  the  deluded  multitude  ; 
many  of  whom  killed  themfelves 
with  drinking  non-redlified  fpirits, 
and  were  burnt  or  buried  in  the 
ruins. 

The  regulars  and  militia  had 
poured  in  fo  faft,  in  confequence 
of  the  expreffes  difpatched  for 
that  purpofe,  that  the  citizens  on 
Thurfday  began  to  recover  from 
their  confternation.  They  were, 
however,  fo  thoroughly  alarmed, 
and  fo  much  affe&ed  by  the  de¬ 
predations  they  beheld  on  every 
fide,  that  the  fhops  were  univer- 
fally  ftiut  from  Tyburn  to  White¬ 
chapel,  and  no  bufinefs  of  any 
kind,  except  at  the  Bank,  was 
tranfa6ted.  . —  The  military  were 
exceedingly  active  this  day;  and 
fecured  great  numbers  of  difor- 
derly  perfons;  feveral  were  taken 
in  the  cells  of  Newgate,  attempt¬ 
ing  to  rekindle  the  fire  in  thofe 
parts  which  had  not  been  totally 
deftroyed. 

The  following  is  faid  to  be  a 
copy  of  the  return  made  to  Lord 
Amherft  of  the  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  during  the  difturbances : 


By  affociation  troops  7 

k  e 

-a 

and  guards  -  -  ) 
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By  light  horfe 
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the  ruins  of  the  demolilhed  houfes, 
is  not  known,  but  is  conceived  to 
have  been  very  confiderable. 

Friday,  at  eleven  o’clock,  a 
Council  was  held  at  Lord  Stor¬ 
mont’s  office  in  Cleveland-row  ; 
in  confequence  of  which,  a  war¬ 
rant  was  iffued  by  his  Majedy’s 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  di¬ 
rected  to  Mann  and  Staley,  two 
of  his  Majedy’s  Meffengers  in  or¬ 
dinary,  for  the  apprehending  and 
taking  into  fafe  cuftody,  the  Right 
Honourable  Lord  George  Gordon. 
The  meffengers,  on  receiving  their 
warrants,  indantly  repaired  to  his 
houfe  in  Welbeck-dreet,  and, 
getting  admittance,  were  intro¬ 
duced  to  his  lordihip,  whom  they 
made  immediately  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  their  vifit  : — Lord 
George  only  replied, — ‘  If  you 
are  fure  it  is  me  you  want,  I  am 
ready  to  attend  you  !’ — Upon 
which,  a  hackney  -  coach  being 
previoully  got  ready,  and  a  party 
of  light  horfe  having  received 
orders  to  attend  in  an  adjacent 
flreet,  his  lordihip  was  conduced 
fafely  by  them,  about  fix  o’clock, 
to  the  Horfe-Guards. — A  long 
examination  took  place  in  the 
War-office,  before  the  Lord  Pre- 
fident.  Lord  North,  Lord  Am- 
herd,  the  Secretaries  of  State,  and 
feveral  other  Lords  of  the  Privy- 
council  ;  and  at  half  an  hour  after 
nine.  Lord  George  Gordon  was 
committed  a  clofe  prifoner  to  the 
Tower.  The  guards  that  attended 
him  were  by  far  the  greated  in 
number  ever  remembered  to  guard 
a  date  prifoner.  A  large  party  of 
infantry  preceded  in  front,  his 
Lordihip  following  in  a  coach,  in 
which  were  two  officers  ;  two  fol- 
diers  rode  behind  the  coach,  and 
immediately  followed  General 


[263 

Carpenter’sregiment  of  dragoons  ; 
after  which  came  a  colonel’s  guard 
of  the  foot  guards,  befides  a  party 
of  the  militia,  which  marched  on 
each  fide  of  the  coach.  The  ca¬ 
valcade  paffied  over  Wedminder- 
bridge,  through  St.  George’s 
Fields,  the  Borough,  and  fo  on 
to  the  Tower,  where  his  lordihip 
alighted  about  ten  o’clock,  and 
reded  that  night  in  the  Governor’s 
apartments. — The  fame  day  Mr. 
Fifher,  Secretary  to  the  Protedant 
Adociation,  was  taken  to  the 
Tower,  examined  by  the  Privy- 
council,  and  honourably  dif* 
miffed. 

The  arrangement  of  the  mili¬ 
tary,  that  was  made  on  Thurfday, 
produced  fo  good  an  effeCt,  that 
there  was  no  riot  or  didurbances 
in  any  part  of  the  town,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  night,  and  the  next 
day  (Friday)  peace  and  tran¬ 
quillity  were  redored,  and  the 
only  uneafmefs  felt,  was,  that 
the  metropolis  was  fubjefted  to 
martial  law.  This  very  difa- 
greeable  apprehenfion  arofe  from 
the  proclamation  which  was  iffued, 
declaring  that  orders  were  given 
to  the  military  power  to  exert 
their  utmod  endeavours  for  the 
redoring  of  peace.  In  order,  how¬ 
ever,  to  diffipate  this  idea,  the 
following  hand-bill  was  circulated 
in  every  quarter  of  the  town  : — 

(  Whereas  fome  ill  defigning 
and  malicious  perfons  have  pub- 
lilhed,  for  the  purpofe  of  difquiet- 
ing  the  minds  of  his  Majedy’s 
faithful  fubjeCts,  that  it  is  in¬ 
tended  to  try  the  prifoners,  now- 
in  cudody,  by  martial  law  ;  no¬ 
tice  is  given,  by  authority,  that 
no  fuch  purpofe  or  intention  has 
ever  been  in  the  contemplation  of 
Government  ;  but  that  the  faid 

[j?]  4  prifoners 
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prifoners  wiil  be  tried  by  the  due 
courfe  of  law,  as  expeditioufly  as 
may  be.’ 

We  muft  not  forget  to  mention, 
that  attempts  were  made  to  create 
the  fame  difturbances  at  Hull, 
Briflol,  and  Bath.  By  the  care 
and  attention  of  the  civil  ma- 
giftrate  they  were  fruftrated  ;  but 
at  Bath  not  till  a  chapel  and  lome 
houfes  were  deirroyed. 

IN  this  ample  detail  of  the  tu¬ 
mults,  which  threatened  the  very 
exigence  of  the  metropolis,  it 
cannot  but  be  remarked,  that 
fcarce  any  attempt  appears  to  have 
been  made  either  to  prevent  them, 
or  to  check  their  progrefs.  For  fix 
days  fucceflively,  from  Friday  the 
zd  of  June  to  Thurfday  the  8th, 
the  cities  of  London  and  Weft* 
minlter  were  delivered  up  into 
the  hands  of  an  unarmed  and 
namelefs  mob,  to  be  plundered 
at  its  difcretion.  Much  blame  on 
this  account  has  been  thrown  on 
the  magiilrates  of  the  cities,  much 
on  the  king’s  minifters  ;  with, 
what  juftice  the  following  an- 
then  tic  papers  will  in  fome  mea- 
fore  enable  our  readers  to  judge. 

Copies,  of  the  Letters  'which  pajfed 
between  the  Secretaries  of  State , 
the  Lord  P  refid ent  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil,  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
and.  the  Lord  Mayer  and  Al¬ 
dermen  of  the  City  of  London, 
and  alfp  of  the  King’s  Procla - 
mat  ion »  relative  to  the  late  Riots. 

St.  famed s,  fiune  3,  1780. 
T  4  M.  p.  Two  P.  M. 
My  Lord, 

AS  information  which  I  have 
received  gives  me  reafon  to  ap¬ 
prehend  that  tumults  may  arife 
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within  your  lordfhip’s  jurifdi&ion » 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  convey  to 
you  immediately  this  information. 

I  cannot  too  flrongly  recommend 
the  matter  to  your  lordfhip’s  at¬ 
tention,  and  am  confident,  from 
your  known  activity,  that  you 
will  not  omit  any  legal  exertion 
of  the  civil  power  which  may  con¬ 
tribute  upon  this  occafion  to  pre- 
ferve  the  public  peace. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

My  lord. 

Your  lordfhip’s 
Moll  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Stormont. 
The  Right  lion,  the  Lord 

Mayor  of  London. 

Si.  f  ames’s ,  fune  4,  1780. 

25  M.  p.  Ten,  P.  M. 

My  Lord, 

INFORMA7  ION  which  I 
have  juft  received  makes  me  think 
it  my  indifpenfable  duty  to  re* 
commend  the  contents  of  the  let¬ 
ter  which  I  had  the  honour  to 
write  to  your  lord fh Ip  yefterday, 
to  your  moft  ferious  confideration. 
I  cannot  but  hope  and  truft,  from 
your  lordfhip’s  known  zeal  and 
aclivitv,  that  every  effe&ual  legal 
method  will  be  ufed  by  you  to 
preferve  the  public  peace,  by 
guarding  it  againft  thole  dangers 
to  which  it  Hands  expofed. 

I  am,  with  great  refped. 

My  lord. 

Your  lordfhip’s 

Moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Stormont* 

Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor. 

St.  fames’ s ,  Tune  c,  1780* 

,  My  Lord, 

W  E  learnt  with  plea fu re,  by 
your  lordlhip’s  verbal  anfwer  re¬ 
turned  to  Lord  Stormont’s  letter 
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of  laft  night,  that  you  were  then 
ufing  your  bell  endeavours  to  dif- 
perfe  the  tumultuous  affembly  in 
Moorfields,  and  to  prevent  every 
outrage.  Thofe  endeavours  Teem 
to  have  been  in  Tome  degree  fuc- 
cefsful  for  a  time  ;  but  we  have 
juft  received  intelligence,  which 
gives  us  equal  concern  and  fur- 
prize,  that  there  is  actually  a  ri¬ 
otous  meeting  at  the  fame  place, 
and  that  a  great  number  of  fe- 
ditious  perfons  are  employed  in 
demolifhing  different  dweliing- 
houfes,  and  all  this  is  done  in 
broad  day,  according  to  our  in¬ 
formation,  without  the  leaft  in- 
terpofition  of  the  civil  magiftrates 
to  preferve  the  public  peace. 

Under  thefe  confiderations  we 
think  it  our  indifpenfable  duty 
again  to  call  your  lordlhip’s  at¬ 
tention  to  fuch  very  ferious  objects, 
and  we  cannot  but  perfuade  our- 
felves  that  you  will  feel  that  a 
conftant,  uninterrupted  exertion 
of  every  poflible  legal  endeavour 
to  prevent  or  quell  fuch  outrages, 
and  to  preferve  or  reftore  the  pub¬ 
lic  order  and  tranquillity,  and  to 
feize  and  fecure  the  principal  de¬ 
linquents,  that  they  may  be 
brought  to  jultice,  is  an  indif¬ 
penfable  part  of  the  duty  of  the 
high  ftation  in  which  your  lord- 
fh ip  is  placed. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be. 
My  lord. 

Your  lord fh i p^s  moft  obedient, 
and  moft  humble  fervants, 
Stormont, 
Hillsborough. 
*fhe  Right  Hon .  the  Lord  Mayor 
of  the  city  of  London . 

George  R. 

WHEREAS  a  great  number 
of  diforderly  perfons  have  affem- 


Os 

bled  themfelves  together  in  a 
riotous  and  tumultuous  manner, 
and  have  been  guilty  of  many  atts 
of  treafon  and  rebellion,  having 
made  an  affault  on  the  gaol  of 
Newgate,  fet  loofe  the  prifoners 
confined  therein,  and  fet  fire  to 
and  deftroyed  the  faid  prifon  : 
And  whereas  houfes  are  now 
pulling  down  in  feveral  parts  of 
our  cities  of  London  and  Weft- 
minfter,  and  liberties  thereof,  and 
fires  kindled  for  confuming  the 
materials  and  furniture  of  the 
fame,  whereby  it  is  become  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  to  ufe  the  mod 
effectual  means  to  quiet  fuch 
difturbances,  to  preferve  the  lives 
and  properties  of  individuals,  and 
to  reftore  the  peace  of  the  country : 
We,  therefore,  taking  the  fame 
into  our  moft  ferious  confideration, 
have  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  our  Privy  Council,  to 
iffue  this  our  royal  Proclamation, 
hereby  ftridtly  charging  and  ex¬ 
horting  all  our  loving  fubjedls  to 
preferve  the  peace,  and  to  keep 
themfelves,  their  fervants  and  ap¬ 
prentices,  quietly  within  their 
refpedlive  dwellings,  to  the  end 
that  all  well-difpofed  perfons  may 
avoid  thofe  mifchiefs  which  the 
continuance  of  fuch  riotous  pro¬ 
ceedings  may  bring  upon  the 
guilty  :  And  as  it  is  neceffary, 
from  the  -circumftances  before- 
mentioned,  to  employ  the  military 
force,  with  which  we  are  by  law 
entrufted,  for  the  immediate  fup- 
preftion  of  fuch  rebellious  and 
traiterous  attempts,  now  makincr 
againft  the  peace  and  dignity  of 
our  Crown,  and  the  fafety  of  the 
lives  and  properties  of  our  fub- 
jedls.  We  have  therefore  iffued 
the  moft  direft  and  effe&ual  orders 
to  all  our  officers,  by  an  imme¬ 
diate. 
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diate  exertion  of  their  utmoft 
force,  to  reprefs  the  fame,  of 
which  all  perfons  are  to  take 
notice. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St. 
James’s,  the  feventh  day  of 
June,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  eighty,  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  our  reign. 

God  fave  the  King. 

On  the  fame  day  the  following 
general  orders  were  iffued  to  the 
officers  and  commanders  of  all  his 
majefiy'*  s  forces  in  Great -Britain. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Adjutant  -general’ s  office , 
Jime  7,  1780. 

tf  In  obedience  to  an  order  of 
the  king  in  council,  the  military 
to  aft  without  waiting  for  di¬ 
rections  from  the  civil  magiftrates, 
and  to  ufe  force  for  difperfing  the 
Illegal  and  tumultuous  affemblies 
of  the  people. 

Wm.  Amherst,  Adjutant-  gen.” 

Several  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 
London  having  p-rapofed  to  arm 
tbemf elves  for  their  common  pre- 
fcrvation ,  the  following  letters 
paf  ed  on  that  fubjedi . 

Whitehall ,  12 lb  June,  1780. 
SIR, 

I  HAVE  received  the  favour 
of  your  letter  of  this  date,  with 
the  feveral  papers  inclofed.  If  in 
the  printed  paper,  with  the  lord 
mayor’s  name  annexed,  firelocks 
are  meant  by  the  words,  “  with 
their  arms in  the  frit  article  of 
the  paper,  I  wholly  difapprove  of 
that  intention  :  no  perfon  can  bear 
arms  in  this  country  but  under  offi¬ 
cers  having  the  king’s  commiffions. 


The  inhabitants  of  the  borough 
of  Southwark,  thofe  of  the  parifli  of 
Covent'garden,  and  fome  of  ether 
parifhes,  have  formed  themfelves 
into  very  ufeful,  and  at  the  fame 
time  unexceptionable  affociations  ; 
and  if  fomething  of  the  fame  kind 
was  adopted  in  the  city,  there  is 
no  doubt  but  much  ufe  and  great 
fecurity  would  arife  therefrom  ; 
but  the  ufing  of  fire-arms  is  im¬ 
proper,  unneceiTary,  and  cannot  be 
approved. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir,  &c. 

Amherst. 

Lieut.  Col.  fwifeton. 

Whitehall ,  1 3 thcJune}  1780. 
SIR, 

I  HAVE  received  the  favour 
of  your  letter  of  this  date,  on  the 
fuhjeft  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city  being  permitted  to  carry  arms, 
and  I  cannot  fay  more  on  the  ge¬ 
neral  fubjeft  than  I  mentioned  in 
my  letter  to  you  of  yefterday’s 
date,  which  was  a  clear  difappro- 
bation  of  that  part  of  the  iord 
mayor’s  plan  which  regards  the 
arms. 

If  therefore  any  arms  are  found 
in  the  hands  of  perfons,  except 
they  are  of  the  city  militia,  or  are 
perfons  authorized  by  the  king  to 
be  armed,  you  will  pieafe  to  order 
the  arms  to  be  delivered  up  to  you, 
to  be  fafely  kept  until  further  order. 

lam,  SIR, 

Your  moll;  obedient, 

and  molt  humble  fervant, 
Amherst. 

Lieut *  Col.  d wifeton. 

Whitehall ,  fane  14 thy  1780. 

SIR, 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to 
receive  your  letter  of  this  day’s 

date. 
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date,  and  I  have  alfo  feen  Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel  Grinneld.  I  cannot 
fay  more  regarding  the  propofal 
for  putting  arms  into  the  hands  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  than 
is  contained  in  my  letters  to  you 
of  Monday’s  and  yefterday’s  date, 
and  I  fully  approve  of  your  con¬ 
duct  upon  the vvholeof this bufinefs. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
aldermen  in  propofing  to  arm  their 
wards,  mean  by  way  of  general 
defence  ;  but  fuppofmg  that  the 
afTemblin£  the  inhabitants  under 
arms  was  legal,  the  inconvenien- 
cies  which  you  have  fated  to  the 
mayor,  &c.  as  likely  to  arife  from 
the  motley  appearance  of  the  arm¬ 
ed  inhabitants  in  cafe  of  the  rio¬ 
ters  affembling  again,  ihould,  I 
think,  be  fufficient  to  induce  the 
magiftrates  of  the  city  to  drop  the 
intention. 

I  have  laid  before  the  king’s 
confidential  fervants  all  your  let¬ 
ters  upon  this  fubjecl,  together 
with  copies  of  my  anfvvers  to  them ; 
and  I  am  very  glad  to  inform  you 
that  your  conduct  has  received  their 
full  approbation,  as  well  as  that 
of. 

Sir,  &c. 

Amherst. 

Colonel  Tvjifeton . 

Bridge  Ward  Within ,  l$th  June , 
1780. 

My  Lord, 

WE  are  directed,  by  the  unani¬ 
mous  refolution  of  a  very  nume¬ 
rous  and  refpe&able  wardmote, 
held  at  Filhmongers-hall,  this  day, 
before  Thomas  Wooldridge,  Efq; 
alderman,  to  apply  to  your  lord- 
fhip  for  the  king’s  leave  to  affociate 
ourfelves,  purfuant  to  the  annex¬ 
ed  plan,  for  the  prefervation  of 


ourfelves  and  neighbours,  againft 
a  renewal  of  the  mifchiefs  fo  re¬ 
cently  experienced  from  a  lawlefs 
and  licentious  banditti. 

As  the  ftrongeft  fentiments  of 
loyalty  and  affection  to  his  majefty 
and  the  conftitution  are  our  go¬ 
verning  principles,  we  rely  on  your 
lordlhip’s  kind  recommendation  of 
this  meafure. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be 
your  lordlhip’s,  &c. 
James  Sanderson, 
James  Davidson, 
Joseph  Hardcastle, 
Wm.  Anderson, 

Jac.  Wrench, 

M.  Duke  Thompson, 
Fras.  Garret. 

Right  Hon .  Lord  Amherjl,  Life,  £s?<r. 

The  Plan  referred  to  above. 

A  battalion  company  of  fifty  of 
the  opulent  part  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  armed,  cloathed,  and  taught 
the  manual  and  platoon  exercife, 
at  their  own  expence,  and  not  to 
do  duty  out  of  Bridge  Ward. 

Whitehall ,  I  6th  June,  1 780. 

SIR, 

HAVING  laid  before  the  king 
the  letter  of  yefterday’s  date,  figned 
by  feveral  gentlemen  of  the  Ward 
of  Bridge  Within,  thatyou  put  into 
my  hands  this  morning,  wherein 
it  is  defired  that  a  certain  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  ward 
may  have  leave  to  form  themfelves 
into  a  company,  and  be  armed 
for  the  purpofe  of  preferving  them¬ 
felves  and  neighbours  in  cafe  there 
fhould  be  a  renewal  of  the  late 
mifchiefs  in  the  metropolis,  or  any 
afifembly  of  a  lawlefs  and  licen¬ 
tious  mob  ;  and  the  faid  propofi- 
tion  having  been  fully  taken  into 

confideration. 
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confideration,  I  am  to  acquaint 
you  that  it  is  not  thought  expe¬ 
dient  that  any  perfons  fhould  oe 
permitted  to  ufe  arms,  otherwife 
than  for  the  immediate  defence  of 
their  houfes,  or  being  under  the 
command  of  perfons  receiving  com- 
mifftons  from  the  king. 

I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Amherst. 

Mr .  Alderman  Wooldridge. 

In  eon/e quence  of  the  orders  from 
the  Adjutant- General  and  the  above 
letters,  the  following  was  fent  to  the 
Marl  Bathurft : 

Guildhall ,  I  fh  June,  1 7  So, 
My  Lord, 

I  AM  dire  fled  by  the  court  of 
aldermen  to  inform  your  lordfhip, 
that,  in  obedience  to  your  iorc1- 
jhip’s  orders,  they  have  made  dili¬ 
gent  Search  in  the  feveral  wards 
after  thofe  diforderly  perfons  who 
have  been  concerned  in  the  late 
dangerous  riots,  and  have  taken 
to  their  affiftance  the  houfe-keep- 
ers  in  each  diftrid,  who  have  arm¬ 
ed  themfelves,  under  the  direction 
of  the  court,  for  the  purpofe  of 
fopporting  the  civil  magiftrate  ; 
but  having  communicated  to  the 
court  theinclofed  letter  from  Lord 
Amherft  to  Colonel  Twifleton,  who 
favoured  me  with  copies  of  them, 
the  court  are  dehrous  that  fome 
explanation  may  be  given  to  thole 
letters,  as  they  now  militate  againft 
the  orders  fir  ft  received  from  your 
lordfhip  :  they  aifo  beg  leave  to 
be  informed  by  your  lord fh ip  whe¬ 
ther  the  order  fent  to  Colonel 
Twifleton  by  the  Adjutant -gene¬ 
ral,  directing  the  military  to  ad 
without  waiting  for  the  .directions 


of  the  civil  magiftrate,  is  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  force. 

I  beg  leave  to  fubferibe  myfelf, 
with  the  greateft  refpedl, 
my  lord, 

your  lordfhip’s  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

B.  Ken  nett,  mayor, 
Earl  Bathnrfi . 

Answer. 

Whitehall ,  Council-  chamber , 
June  15. 

My  Lord, 

“  I  HAVE  been  honoured 
with  your  lordlhip’s  letter  of  yef- 
terday’s  date,  and  have  laid  the 
fame  before  the  lords  of  the  privy- 
council,  and  am  to  inform  your 
lordfhip,  that  we  apprehend  Lord 
Amherft’s  letter  to  your  lordfhip 
of  the  13th  inftant  has  not  been 
properly  underftood  ;  for  when  he 
fpeaks  of  the  arms  in  the  hands  of 
the  city  militia,  or  other  perfons 
authorifed  by  the  king  to  he  arm¬ 
ed,  he  certainly  includes  the  arms 
in  the  hands  of  the  citizens  and 
houfekeepers,  who,  by  virtue  of 
an  order  of  the  court  of  lieute¬ 
nancy,  are  required  to  keep  them 
in  their  houfes  ;  and  Colonel 
Twifleton  has  put  the  proper  con- 
ftruction  on  thofe  letters,  by  only 
taking  arms  from  fufpefted  per¬ 
fons,  or  thofe  who  could  not  give 
a  good  account  of  themfelves. 
While  the  military,  neceflary  for 
the  preservation  of  the  public  peace, 
remain  in  the  city,  it  will,  no 
doubt,  be  proper  that  the  order 
of  the  Adjutant-general  for  their 
acting  without  waiting  for  the  di¬ 
refling  of  the  civil  magiftrate 
fhould  continue  in  force.  The 
attention  paid  by  the  inhabitants 
in  preferving  the  peace  of  the  fe~ 
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veral  wards  is  extremely  commend¬ 
able  ;  yet  the  greateft  care  fhould 
be  taken  that  any  armed  houfe- 
keepers  do  not  expofe  themfelves 
to  the  military,  who  in  a  tumult 
might  not  be  able  to  diftinguiih 
them  from  the  rioters. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
my  lord, 

your  lordfnip’s  mod:  obedient 
humble  fervant, 
Bathurst,  P. 
Right  Hon .  Lord  Major . 


To  which  the  following  Reply 
was  fent . 

Guildhall y  June  17,  1780. 
My  Lor£>, 

I  A  M  to  acknowledge  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  your  lordfhip's  letter  of 
the  15th,  which  I  communicated 
to  the  court  of  aldermen  yefterday, 
by  whom  I  am  directed  to  repre¬ 
fen  t  to  your  lordfhip,  that  if  you 
will  be  pleafed  to  refer  to  my  let¬ 
ter  of  the  14th,  your  lord  (hip  will 
find  the  letters  of  Lord  Amherft’s 
there  mentioned  (copies  of  which 
were  inclofed)  were  not  addrefied 
to  me,  but  to  Colonel  Twifleton  ; 
the  fecond  of  which  feems  to  im¬ 
port  an  order  to  him  to  difarm  all 
perfons  in  whofe  hands  arms  ihouid 
be  found,  except  the  city  militia, 
and  perfons  authorized  by  the 
king  to  be  armed;  which  order, 
it  is  apprehended,  would,  if  liter¬ 
ally  executed,  difarm  thofe  a  Hi  ft  - 
ants,  wichout  whom  it  would  have 
been  impoffible  to  have  executed, 
and  will  now  be  impoffible  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  the  execution  of  the  order 
of  council  of  the  9th  infbmt;  the 
affiltance  which  the  aldermen  of 


this  city  judged  neceflary  to  take 
with  them  in  the  execution  of  that 
order,  in  addition  to  the  peaceoffi- 
cers,  being  bodies  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  their  refpedtive  wards, 
who  have  armed  themfelves  under 
the  direction  of  the  court  of  aider- 
men  (not  the  court  of  lieutenancy) 
for  the  purpofe  of  fupporting  the 
civil  magistrate. 

The  court  were  the  more  in¬ 
clined  to  fear,  that  the  order  in 
queftion  would  be  fo  interpreted,  as 
Lord  Amherft  had  in  his  letter  to 
Colonel  Twifleton  of  the  twelfth 
inftant  expreffed  it  to  be  his  opi¬ 
nion,  that  no  man  can  bear  arms 
in  this  country  but  under  officers 
having  the  king's  commiffion  ;  this 
was  what  was  meant  by  faying 
that  thofe  letters  militate  ao-ainif 

O 

the  orders  firft  received  from  your 
lordfhip,  and  the  court  defire  to 
fubmit  to  your  lordfhip's  confider- 
ation  whether  fome  further  expla¬ 
nation  may  not  be  neceffary  to 
prevent  a  con ftruct ion, which  would 
leave  the  civil  magilfrate  without 
power  to  adt  at^all,  for  want  of 
neceffary  fupport,  efpecially  if  it 
be  thought  proper  that  the  Adju¬ 
tant-general's  order  for  the  mili¬ 
tary  to  aft,  without  waiting  for 
the  direction  of  the  civil  magi- 

O 

ftrate,  fhould  continue  longer  in. 
force. 

I  am  further  directed  by  the 
court  to  reprefent  to  your  lordfhip, 
that  in  forming  their  opinion  upon 
this  fubjedt,  and  requeuing  a  fur¬ 
ther  explanation  of  Lord  Amherfl’s 
letters,  they  have  not  forgotten 
the  undoubted  right  of  all  his  ma- 
jeity’s  Protellant  fubjedts,  as  de¬ 
clared  by  the  Firft  of  William  and 
Mary,  Stat.  2.  Chap.  2.  to  have 
arms  for  their  defence  fuitable  to 

their 
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their  condition,  and  as  allowed  by 
law. 

I  beg  leave  to  fubfcribe  myfelf, 
with  the  greateft  refpeft, 
iny  lord, 

your  Iordfhip’s  moll  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

B.  Kennett,  mayor. 
Earl  Bathurji . 

l  • 

Answer.  ! 

Whitehall,  Council -chamber, 
June  20,  1780. 

My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  been  honoured  with 
your  iordfhip’s  letter  of  the  17th 
inftant,  deftring  a  further  explana¬ 
tion  of  the  letters  fent  by  Lord 
Amherft  to  Colonel  Twifleton,  &c. 
and  have  taken  the  firft  opportu¬ 
nity  of  laying  your  lordfhip’s  faid 
letter  before  the  council ;  and  I 
am  to  fay  that  it  is  the  opinion  of 
their  lordfhips,  that  the  matter 
has  been  fully  explained  in  my  let¬ 
ter  to  your  lordlhip  of  the  15  th.— 
But  in  regard  to  what  your  lord- 
Ihip  intimates  of  the  impracticabi¬ 
lity  of  proceeding  in  the  execution 
of  what  was  required  by  the  letter 
from  the  privy-council  of  the  9th 
i'nftant*  without  the  affiftance  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  wards, 
who  have  armed  themfelves ;  the 
council  is  of  opinion,  that  at  a 
time  like  this  of  real  danger  from 
riots,  tumults,  and  rebellious  in- 
furreftions,  a  reafonable  number 
of  inhabitants,  armed  according  to 
the  nature  and  circumftance  of  the 
cafe,  may  attend  the  peace  officers 
ns  affiftants  to  them,  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  public  peace,  un¬ 
til  the  danger  be  over:  but  al¬ 
though  his  majefty’s  Proteftant 
fubjefts  may  have  arms  for  their 
defence  fuitable  to  their  condi¬ 


tions,  and  as  allowed  by  law,  yet 
they  cannot  by  law  aftemble  in 
bodies  armed,  and  be  muftered 
and  arrayed  without  the  authority 
of  his  majefty. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
my  lord, 

your  lordffiip’s  mod  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
Bathurst,  P, 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Mayor. 

Second  Reply. 

Guildhall ,  June  24,  1780. 
My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  your 
lordfhip’s  letter  of  the  20th,  in¬ 
forming  me,  That  the  council 
is  of  opinion  that  a  reafonable 
number  of  inhabitants,  armed  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  nature  and  circum¬ 
ftance  of  the  cafe,  may  attend  the 
peace  officers  as  affiftants  to  them 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  peace, 
until  the  danger  be  over,’’  which 
I  have  communicated  to  the  court 
of  aldermen,  by  whofe  directions 
I  am  to  reprefent  to  your  lord- 
fhip,«that  they  forefee  difficulties 
likely  to  arife  in  the  execution  of 
their  duty,  if  the  military  are  to 
aft  independently  of  them;  and 
therefore,  as  well  as  to  quiet  the 
apprehenftonsnaturallyarifmgfrom 
a  large  military  force  continuing 
in  the  capital,  and  not  under  the 
ufual  control  of  the  civil  magi- 
ftrate,  they  fubmit  to  your  lord- 
Ihip’s  consideration  whether  the 
order  of  the  Adjutant-general  for 
them  to  aft  without  waiting,  for 
the  direftions  of  the  civil  magi- 
ftrate  ffiould  ftill  continue,  or 
whether  it  would  not  be  more  ex¬ 
pedient  in  the  prefent  jftate  of 
things  to  recall  that  order,  and 

fubjeft: 
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fubjed  them  as  ufual  to  the  civil 
xnagiftrate. 

I  beg  leave  to  fubfcribe  myfelf, 
with  the  greateft  refped, 
my  lord, 

your lordfhip’s  molt  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

B.  Ken  nett,  mayor. 
Earl  Bathurfi . 


Proceedings  at  the  Old  Baiiey,  and  of 
the  Special  Commijjion  at  St.  Mar- 
garet’s-hill,  for  the  Trial  of  the 
Rioters . 

ON  Wednefday,  June  28,  the 
feflions  began  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  when  the  following  pri- 
foners  were  tried,  and  capitally 
convided  of  being  concerned  in 
the  late  riots ;  Mr.  Norton  and 
Mr.  Howarth  being  counfel  for 
the  profecution,  when  the  latter 
expatiated  on  the  nature  of  the 
offence  with  which  the  prifoners 
flood  charged,  fhewing  it  to  be 
felony  by  the  ftatute  1  Geo.  I. 
William  Lawrence  and  Richard 
Roberts,  w'ere  firft  put  to  the  bar, 
and  were  clearly  convided  of  hav¬ 
ing  aided  and  a  {lifted  in  deftroying 
Sir  John  Fielding’s  houfe,  in  Bow- 
flreet,  on  Tuefday  night,  June  6. 
Thomas  Taplin  was  next  arraign¬ 
ed,  for  demanding  and  taking 
half-a-crown  from  Mr.  Mahon, 
apothecary,  the  corner  of  Bovv- 
ftreet,  June  7,  and  convided, 
though  his  counfel  attempted  to 
prove  him  infane.  William  Brown 
was  indided  for  entering  the  dwel¬ 
ling,  houfe  of  Francis  Deacon, 
cheefemonger,  and  holding  a  large 
knife  in  his  hand,  making  ufe  of 
the  following  words  :  “  D — n 

te  your  eyes,  if  you  do  not  give 


“  me  a  (hilling  diredly.  I'll  bring 
“  a  mob  that  will  pull  down  your 
“  houfe  about  your  ears.’*  That 
accordingly  Mr.  Deacon  threw  a 
fhilling  into  his  hat.  Fie  was  found 
guilty.  Death. 

June  29,  George  Kennedy  was 
indided  for  deftroying  the  dwel- 
ling-houfe  of  Mr.  M‘Cartney,  a 
baker,  in  Featheriione-ftreet,  Bun- 
hill-row.  The  jury  brought  him 
in  guilty,  but  recommended  him 
to  mercy.  William  M‘Donald„ 
(a  foldier  with  only  one  arm)  for 
deftroying  the  dwelling-houfe  of 
John  Lebarry,  on  the  7th  of  June* 
in  St.  Catherine’s-lane,  Tower- 
hill,  was  found  guilty.  Death. 
James  Henry,  for  deftroying  the 
houfe.  Sec .  of  Mr.  Thomas  Lang-? 
dale,  at  Holborn-bridge,  June  7, 
was  found  guilty  ;  and  he  being 
the  principal  ring-leader  upon  this 
occaiion,  the  Recorder  informed 
him,  that  from  the  circumftances 
of  his  cafe,  he  could  not  exped 
mercy.  George  Barron,  for  af~ 
faulting  Richard  Stowe,  in  Hol- 
born,  and  felonioufly  taking  from 
him  6d.  in  filver,  faying,  “  Pray 
tc  remember  the  Proteftant  reli- 
te  gionft*  He  was  found  guilty., 
but  recommended  to  mercy.  Joha 
Ellis  was  indided  for  beginning  to 
pull  down  the  houfe  of  Cornelius 
Murphy,  the  Sun,  in  Golden-lane, 
June  7,  not  guilty.  Thomas 
Chambers  was  indided  for  the 
fame,  and  found  not  guilty. 

June  30.  William  Pateman  was 
indided  for  demolilhing  the  houfe 
of  Robert  Charlton,  in  Coleman- 
ftreet,  June  7,  and  found  guilty. 
The  court  adjourned  till  Monday. 

July  3.  The  important  trial  of 
Mr.  Mafcal,  the  apothecary,  came 
on.  He  was  indided  for  riotouily 
and  tumultuoufly  aftociating,  on 

the 
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the  7th  of  June,  with  feveral  per- 
fons  as  yet  unknown,  and  begin¬ 
ning  to  pull  down  the  dwelling- 
houfe  of  the  Earl  of  Mansfield,  in 
BloomfburyHquare. 

Richard  Ingram  depofed, <e  That 
he  lives  in  Weymouth-ftreet,  and 
was  in  Bloomfbury-fquare  at  half 
after  one  on  Wednefday  morning 
the  7th  of  June.  Hearing  there 
was  a  fire  near  Queen ’s-fquare, 
and  having  relations  there,  he 
went  towards  it— He  faw  a  mob  at 
Lord  Mansfield’s,  and  four  or  five 

fires _ that  he  beheld  perfons  in 

the  houfe,  men,  women,  and  chil¬ 
dren,  bringing  out  furniture  and 
books.  He  faw  the  prifoner  (whom 
he  has  known  perfonally  for  fome 
years)  handing  oppofite  Lord 
Mansfield’s  door  with  his  hands 
upon  a  boy’s  fhoulder,  who  was 
putting  a  book  in  the  fire— He 
faw  nothing  in  his  hat  at  that 
time  ;  he  thought  he  was  encou¬ 
raging  the  boy.  He  faw,  at  the 
fame  time,  furniture  carrying  out, 
and  feveral  books  burning  ;  and 
from  the  manner  in  which  the 
prifoner  put  his  hand  on  the  boy’s 
fhoulder,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
encouraging,  not  preventing  the 
boy.  He  went  on  to  Devonfhire- 
ftreet,  but  did  not  hop  there,  and 
returned  in  about  a  quarter  of  an 

^our _ it  was  then  about  two  o’ 

clock.  On  his  return,  he  faw  the 
prifoner  with  a  blue  cockade  in 
his  hat,  and  another  perfon  hold¬ 
ing  his  arm  :  furniture  was  Hill 
throwing  out,  and  books  burning  ; 
and  he  obferved  the  mob  were  go¬ 
ing  for  more  books,  upon  which 
he  faid,  books  could  do  no  harm. 
A  perfon  on  his  left  hand  anfwer- 
ed,  “  What,  fir!”  in  a  menacing 
tone:  he  corrected  himfelf,  and 
faid,  “  Lord  George  will  get  this 


te  bill  repealed  ;  things  are  going 
<€  too  far.” 

Mr.  Mafcal,  who  was  on  his 
right  hand,  next  but  one,  looked 
over  the  next  man’s  fhoulder,  and 
faid,  tc  That’s  a  damned  lie,  the 
e(  bill  won’t  be  repealed.”  Ano¬ 
ther  perfon  then  faid,  ce  Mafcal, 
<f  you  were  always  a  feditious  per- 
<c  fon.”  Mafcal  then  faid,  “  That 
man  in  the  black  cockade  (mean¬ 
ing  the  witnefs)  is  a  fpy.  He 
wears  a  cockade  as  being  on  the 
phyfical  ffafF,  and  was  furgeon  to 
a  regiment  of  dragoons.”  The 
man  on  his  right  hand  between 
him  and  Mafcal,  feized  him  by 
the  collar,  and  cried  out  **  Spies! 
fpies!”  The  mob,  on  that,  fhoved 
him  about ;  but  by  applying  to  & 
man,  he  and  the  mob  entered  into 
an  altercation,  whilft  he  flipped 
away  and  got  behind  Mr.  Mafcal. 
The  guard  then  came  up.  Mafcal 
faid,  pulh  forward  boys,  huzza’d, 
pulled  off  his  hat,  and  cried,  <l  No 
Popery  !”  The  mob  preffed  clofe 
on  the  guard.  The  officer  pulled 
off  his  hat,  and  faid,  I  will  not 
hurt  a  hair  of  your  heads,”  and 
defired  them  to  difperfe.  He  foort 
after  faw  Mafcal  again.  A  party 
of  about  twelve  came  up  with  a 
blue  flag  towards  Mafcal,  urging 
t{  where  next.”  —  The  anfwer, 
which  he  believes  was  from  Maf¬ 
cal,  was  Duke!  Duke!  He  was 
then  two  yards  from  Mafcal.  He 
afterwards  faw  Mafcal  going  to¬ 
wards  RufTel-ftreet,  and  faw  a 
man  prefent  a  paper  to  Mafcal, 
and  afk,  “  Why  do  you  leave  out 
Peterborough  and  Briftol  ?”  He 
went  out  of,  and  came  again  into 
Ruffel-ffreet,  to  the  perfon  who 
held  the  paper  in  his  hand.  Maf¬ 
cal  anfwered,  “  Tliey  are  not  left 
out,  I  have  not  fcratched  them 
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out  ;  but  do  not  flay  long  in  De¬ 
von  fhire,  but  go  to  the  Bank  ; 
there  is  a  million  of  money  to  pay 
you  for  your  pains.” 

Sir  Thomas  Mills  depofed, 
t(  That  he  was  at  Lord  Mansfield’s 
during  the  riot,  and  knows  the 
prifoner  by  fight.  At  half  paft 
twelve,  on  the  morning  of  the  yth, 
he  heard  the  mob  coming  up  the 
fquare,  being  then  in  Lord  Mans¬ 
field’s  houfe.  They  began  by 
breaking  the  parlour  windows ; 
Lady  Mansfield  and  the  ladies 
came'  down,  and  he  conducted 
them  to  Lincoln’s-inn-fields,  but 
inllantly  returned  in  order  to  make 
the  guards  in  the  fquare  aft  to 
fave  the  houfe.  He  found  the 
officer  with  his  detachment  near  the 
houfe,  but  the  officer  faid,  the 
juftices  of  the  peace  had  all  run 
away,  and  he  could  not  aft  with¬ 
out  a  magiftrate.  The  mob  over¬ 
hearing  this,  pulled  him  about, 
and  dragged  him  towards  the  fire 
to  throw  him  on  it.  One  behind 
cried  out,  “  Mafcal  will  proteft 
you  ;  there  he  is He  was  then 
refcued,  and  faw  the  prifoner  at 
fome  diitance  from  the  mob,  who 
were  at  that  time  bringing  out 
Lord  Mansfield’s  gowns  and  wigs 
—that  Mafcal  was  huzzaing  with 
others,  te  No  Popery,”  and  had  a 
blue  cockade.  He  afterwards  went 
to  fearch  for  a  juftice,  which  took 
lip  half  an  hour  ;  it  was  then  a 
quarter  after  one,  but  finding  no 
jultice,  he  returned.  The  mob 
had  then  got  into  the  library — the 
vvitnefs  at  that  time  was  in  the 
fquare,  and  faw  the  prifoner  upon 
the  upper  ftep  of  the  houfe.  He 
attempted  to  get  up  to  the  fteps  to 
expoftulate  with  the  prifoner ; 
three  or  four  well.dreffed  men  ad- 
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vifed  him  not  to  go  further,  left 
he  fhould  be  thrown  into  the  area, 
or  the  fire,  for  they  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  proceed.  He  then  left 
them,  and  faw  the  prifoner  no 
more  that  night— he  returned  be¬ 
fore  three — he  cannot  in  his  con¬ 
fidence  fay  he  heard  the  prifoner 
fay  any  thing,  faw  him  do  any 
thing,  or  have  any  thing  in  his 
hand,  but  he  appeared  aftive— 
and  proved  the  houfe  to  be  demo- 
lifhed.” 

Mr.  Mafcal  began  his  defence 
byobferving,  that  the  humanity  of* 
the  Englifh  law  confidered  every 
man  innocent,  until  he  was  con¬ 
victed  ;  and  that  a  jury  would  cer¬ 
tainly  confider  it  neceffary  that  an 
inducement  fhould  be  fhewn  fuffi- 
cient  to  carry  away  a  man  of  cha- 
rafter  and  independent  bufinefs  to 
aft  in  the  manner  which  had  been 
alledged  againft  him.  He  had 
long  lived  in  credit  and  reputa¬ 
tion,  and  it  could  not  be  prefumed 
that  he  would,  in  the  face  of  his 
neighbours,  head  a  mob  of  boys, 
and  banditti  of  pickpockets. 

One  circumflance,  he  obferved, 
deferved  peculiar  attention  from 
the  jury* — Ingram  had  not  given 
information  againft  him  from  the 
7th  to  the  17th. 

He  had  witneftes,  he  faid,  to 
contradift  every  faft  fworn  againft 
him  ;  and  obferved,  how  extraor¬ 
dinary  it  was,  that  Molloy,  who, 
it  appeared  by  Ingram’s  evidence, 
had  notdeparted  from  him,  through 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  night,  had 
not  been  produced  againft  him. 

As  for  Sir  Thomas  Mills,  he 
hoped  his  attachments,  and  the 
motives  which  might  promote  his 
zeal  in  this  caufe,  would  have  pro¬ 
per  weight  with  the  jury.  He  had 
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been,  on  a  former  occafiori,  con¬ 
tradicted  by  five  affidavits  againft 
bis  fingle  oath. 

Baron  Skynner  faid,  that  this 
part  of  the  defence  could  not  be 
received  ;  he  was  very  forry  to  in¬ 
terrupt  Mr.  Mafcal,  but  what  he 
was  going  into  was  highly  impro¬ 
per. 

Mr.  Mafcal  proceeded,  by 
urging  the  improbability  of  the 
charge  againft  a  man  fituated  in 
life  as  he  was.  He  would  (hew 
Iby  his  witneftes  that  he  did  not 
leave  his  houfe  till  one  o’clock  in 
tjie  morning,  and  at  a  quarter  af¬ 
ter  one  he  admitted  he  was  in 
Rloomfbury  -  fquare,  viewing  the 
fire  at  Lord  Mansfield’s  houfe. 
But  though  he  was  there,  he  did 
not,  as  had  been  falfely  after  ted, 
Ilimulate  the  mob,  but  deplored 
aind  execrated  the  mifchief  they 
were  perpetrating. 

His  fortune,  his  chara&er,  his 
life,  he  threw  upon  the  verditt  of 
the  jury  cheerfully  :  not  doubting 
but  their  verdict  would  give  fatif- 
faCtion.  to  every  one  not  interefted 
in  procuring  his  death. 

Mr.  Mafcal  produced  feveral 
creditable  witneftes  to  his  charac¬ 
ter,  and  to  prove  his  innocence  : 
among  others, 

John  Covvper,  cheefemonger,  in 
Queen-ftreet,  filoomfbury,  depof¬ 
ed,  he  was  in  Bloomfbury-fquare 
at  one  o’clock,  and  ftood  about 
five  yards  from  Bedford  -  gate* 
That  he  was  at  home  at  ten  mi¬ 
nutes  pafttwo.  He  faw  Mr.  Maf¬ 
cal  there  about  five  minutes  after 
he  came — Mafcal  ftood  clofe  be¬ 
hind  him,  and  behaved  Very  quiet¬ 
ly,  but  he  loft  fight  of  Mafcal 
about  five  minutes  before  he  left 
the  fquare.  Did  not  hear  Mafcal 
fpeak  to  any  of  the  mob,  nor  any 


of  the  mob  fpeak  to  him,  but  faw 
him  fpeak  to  fpe&ators.  Mafcal 
fpoke  to  the  witnefs  and  his  wife, 
when  the  witnefs  faid,  “  Good 
God  !  what  {hocking  work  is 
here  1”  And  when  the  furniture 
was  thrown  out,  Mafcal  faid^ 
6t  Good  God  1  what  a  pity  this 

1C 
£0  « 

Being  crofs  examined,  he  faid, 
he  did  not  change  his  place  many 
yards  while  he  ftaid — that  he  faw 
Mafinl  go  towards  Great  Ruflel 
Street,  towards  the  Mufeum. 

Mrs.  Wood  depofed  Ihe  heard 
Mr.  Mafcal  lament  the  lofs  of  the 
furniture — that  his  conduct  was  as 
quiet  as  her  own.  She  corrobo¬ 
rated  every  circumftance  fworn  to 
by  the  preceding  witneftes. 

John  Robinfon  depofed,  he  was 
prefent  at  Bloomfbury  at  about  a 
quarter  paft  one,  and  faw  Mafcal 
—that  he  was  there  above  an 
hour,  and  faw  him  frequently, 
but  could  not  obferve  him  to  have 
any  thing  to  fay  to  the  fire,  or  the 
riot— faw  none  of  the  mob  fpeak 
to  him/  nor  he  to  any  of  the  mob. 
'That  he  came  voluntarily  to  give 
his  evidence,  being  convinced,  in 
his  confidence,  that  Mr.  Mafcal 
was  innocent  of  the  charge  brought 
againft  him. 

William  Crutch  depofed,  he  was 
at  Lord  Mansfield’s  at  twelve  o’ 
clock,  as  he  lives  near  it  :  he 
went  into  the  houfe  to  give  afiift- 
ante,  but  he  did  not  fee  Mafcal 
there,  though  he  faw  feveral  others 
very  aCtive  ;  and  he  was  in  the 
fquare  till  near  five,  a  few  minutes 
before  the  military  fired. 

The  jury,  without  quitting  the 
court,  brought  in  their  verdiCt  Not 
Guilty  ;  upon  which,  there  was  a 
loud  clapping,  which  the  judge 
highly  reproved,  and  faid,  that  if 
5  the 


APPENDIX  to  the 

the  fame  was  repeated  within  his 
hearing,  he  would  commit  the  of¬ 
fenders. 

Mr.  Mafcal,  when  the  jury  had 
given  their  verdid  in  his  favour, 
in  a  fhort  fpeech  addrefied  himfelf 
to  them  and  the  court,  returning 
them  thanks  for  their  candour, 
attention,  and  patience, 

Baron  Sky nner  faid  in  reply,  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  court  to 
think  no  time  too  much  to  dedi¬ 
cate  to  the  inveftigation  of  truth, 
let  the  event  go  either  to  the  ac¬ 
quittal  or  to  the  condemnation  of 
a  prifoner.  The  trial  lafted  feven 
hours. 

Edward  Dennis,  the  hangman, 
was  found  guilty  of  being  active  in 
shifting  to  demolifti  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Boggis,  in  New  Turnftile, 
Holborn. 

Enoch  Fleming  and  John  Mor¬ 
ris,  (a  youth  about  15)  for  de- 
ftroying  the  houfe  of  Ferdinand 
Schomberg,  in  Woodftock-ftreet, 
Oxford  Road.  Both  found  guilty  ; 
Morris  recommended  to  mercy. 

Tuefday,  July  4,  Mary  Roberts 
and  Charlotte  Gardiner,  a  negro, 
were  indided  for  aiding  in  the  de¬ 
molition  of  Mr.  Lebarty’s  houfe 
(already  mentioned)  and  were 
found  guilty,  death. 

John  Gray  was  found  guilty,  for 
aiding  to  deftroy  Lord  Mansfield’s 
houfe,  but  recommended  to  mercy. 

Richard  Forfter,  guilty,  for  de- 
molilhingMr.  Schomberg’s  houfe. 

Wednefday,  July  5,  John  Gam¬ 
ble  was  indicted  for  committing 
depredations  in  the  houfe  of  Da¬ 
vid  Wilmot,  Efq;  at  Bethnal- 
green.  Guilty.  ' 

George  Staples,  for  demolifhing 
the  houfe  of  Mr.  Malo,  in  Moor- 
fields,  June  7.  Guilty. 

James  Bulkeley,  for  deftroying 


CHRONICLE.  [275 

the  dwelling  houfe  of  Cornelius 
Murphy,  Golden-Jane,  found  guil«» 
ty,  but  recommended  to  mercy. 

Benjamin  Waters,  for  the  fame* 
Guilty. 

Samuel  Solomons,  for  demolifh¬ 
ing  the  dwelling  houfe  of  Chrifto- 
pher  Connor,  in  Black-horfe-yard, 
Whitechapel.  Guilty. 

Jofeph  Marquis,  for  demolifhing 
Murphy’s  houfe.  Golden  -  lane. 
Guilty,  but  recommended  to 
mercy. 

Sufannah  Clarke,  for  the  fame. 
Elizabeth  Lyons  depofed,  that  on 
the  night  of  the  riot,  fhe  did  not 
fee  Clarke  do  any  thing,  but  heard 
her  fay  to  Walter,  one  of  the  mob, 
€<  They  are  Irifh  Catholics  ;  if 
they  are  not,  why  do  they  keep  Irifh 
wakes  ?”  Upon  which  Walter  an- 
fwered,  “  That  the  houfe  fhall 
come  down  and  the  mob  imme¬ 
diately  forced  in,  Walter  being 
the  firft  man  that  entered,  her 
hufband  being  prefent  at  the  time. 
The  Chief  Baron  in  his  charge 
faid,  *«  It  is  a  rule  of  law,  that  no 
woman  can  be  charged  with  any 
felony  committed  in  the  prefence 
of  her  hufband,  the  law  prefuming 
that  the  wife  ads  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  her  hufband  ;  and  Murphy, 
though  not  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
has,  in  two  former  trials,  fworn. 
that  the  hufband  joined  with  her 
in  the  fad.”  She  was  found  not 
guilty. 

Thurfday,  July  6,  Charles  Kent 
and  Letitia  Holland,  were  tried 
for  pulling  down  Lord  Mansfield’s 
houfe,  and  both  found  guilty. 
Holland  was  an  handfome  young 
woman  about  18. 

William  Avery  was  tried  for 
deftroying  Mr.  Cox’s  houfe  in 
Great  Queen  -  ftreet,  Lincoln’s- 
Inn-fields :  he  was  found  guilty; 

[$]  2  but 
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but  having  a  very  good  character, 
was  recommended  to  mercy. 

John  Cabbridge,  for  dealing  fe- 
veral  things  in  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Langdale.  Guilty.— Sentenced  to 
£ve  years  labour  on  the  Thames. 

Sarah  Hyde,  for  dealing  a  quart 
pot,  the  property  of  Mr.  Langdale* 
Sentenced  to  be  privately  whip- 
ped. 

„  William  Vanderbank,  and  James 
and  Thomas  Prior,  for  dealing 
feveral  articles,  the  property  of 
Mr.  Langdale.  Vanderbank  and 
Thomas  Prior  guilty,  and  James 
Prior  not  guilty. 

Jemima  Hall  and  MargaretStaf- 
ford,  for  dealing  a  feather  bed, 
the  property  of  Chridopher  Con¬ 
ner.  Hall  was  found  guilty  of 
iingle  felony. 

Friday,  July  7,  Benjamin  Bou- 
fey,  a  black,  indided  for  demo- 
lifhing  Mr.  Akerman’s  houfe. 
Pound  guilty. 

Francis  Mockford,  for  the  fame 
offence,  found  guilty  ;  but  recom¬ 
mended  to  mercy. 

Thomas  Haycock,  for  the  fame 
offence.  Found  guilty. 

John  Glover,  a  black,  for  the 
fame  offence.  Found  guilty. 

Richard  Hyde,  for  the  fame  of¬ 
fence,  being  proved  infane,  was 
acquitted. 

Theophil us  Brown  and  Thomas 
Baggot,  were  tried  for  pulling 
down  the  houfe  of  Mary  Crook, 
of  White-dreet,  Moordelas.  The 
former  was  found  guilty,  and  the 
latter  acquitted. 

Monday,  July  10,  James  Burn, 
Thomas  Price,  and  John  Thomp- 
fon,  were  indidted  for  pulling 
down  the  houfe  of  John  Bradbury, 
in  Golden-lane.  The  two  former 

*  Thofe  marked  with  an  aft 
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were  found  guilty,  and  Thompfon 
was  acquitted. 

Johp  Burgefs,  a  boy  about  13, 
found  guilty  of  pulling  down  the 
houfe  of  John  Lynch,  but  recom¬ 
mended  to  mercy. 

James  Jackfon,  for  being  the 
ringleader,  and  carrying  a  flag 
when  Newgate  was  fet  on  dre. 
Found  guilty. 

Jonathan  Stacey  was  indi&ed 
for  pulling  down  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Dillon,  in  White-dreet,  Moor- 
^fieJds,  and  found  guilty. 

This  day  the  feffions  ended  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  in  the  courfe  of 
which,  85  perfons  were  tried  for 
riots,  of  whom,  35  were  capitally 
convifted,  and  43  acquitted. 

The  fird  report  was  made  to 
the  king  on  Wednefday,  July  5, 
when  the  following  rioters  were 
ordered  for  execution,  near  the 
fpots  where  the  felonies  they  were 
guilty  of  had  been  committed, 
viz.  William  MfDonald,  Mary 
Roberts,  Charlotte  Gardiner, 
Wm.  Brown,  Wm.  Pateman, 
Thomas  Taplin,  Richard  Ro¬ 
berts,  James  Henry,  and  Enoch 
Fleming. 

The  following  were  refpited : 
George  Banton,  George  Kenne¬ 
dy,  Wm.  Lawrence,  Edward  Den¬ 
nis  (the  hangman),  John  Morris, 
Richard  Forder,  and  John  Gray. 

The  fecond  report  was  made  on 
Friday  July  14,  when  the  follow¬ 
ing  rioters  were  ordered  for  exe¬ 
cution,  viz.  John  Glover*,  James 
Jackfon,  Benjamin  Bowfey  *,  Sa¬ 
muel  Solomons,  John  Gamble, 
Thomas  Prince,  Benjamin  Waters, 
Jonathan  Stacey,  George  Staples, 
Charles  Kent,  L^etitia  Holland*, 
and  John  Gray. 

ilk  were  refpited  afterwards  * 

The 
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The  following  were  refpited 
upon  the  report,  viz.  Jofeph  Mar¬ 
quis,  James  Buckley,  Win.  Avery, 
Francis  Mockford,  Thomas  Hay¬ 
cock,  John  Burgefs,  and  Theo- 
philus  Brown. 

A  reward  having  been  offered 
by  Government  for  the  appre- 
henfion  and  convidtion  of  any 
rioters,  a  queftion  arofe.  Whether 
perfons  interejled  in  the  convidtion 
of  the  criminals  were  admiflible  as 
evidences  againft  them  ?  Which 
queftion  was  fubmitted  to  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  twelve  judges,  who 
unanimoufly  agreed,  that  the  tefti- 
mony  of  witneffes  claiming  reward 
is  admiflible. 

The  general  rule  of  law  is,  not 
to  admit  witneffes  to  give  evidence, 
who,  by  the  ties  of  affedtion,  or 
from  the  motives  of  intereft,  are 
likely  to  be  under  undue  in¬ 
fluence.  But,  fay  the  judges, 
there  are  cafes  of  neceflity  that  re¬ 
quire  a  departure  from  this  rule. 
Thus,  in  cafes  of  robbery,  where 
not  only  reftitution  of  goods  ftolen, 
but  the  title  to  the  parliamentary 
reward,  depend  on  the  convidtion 
of  the  criminals,  it  has  never  been 
held  that  fuch  intereft  fhould  ope¬ 
rate  to  deftroy  the  competency  of 
the  evidence  :  if  it  did,  hardly 
any  highwayman  could  ever  be 
convidted.  So  witneffes  entitled 
to  rewards  from  the  bank,  the 
poft-office,  and  other  offices,  have 
univerfally  been  held  competent. 
Nor  can  any  danger  be  appre¬ 
hended  to  the  innocent  from  this 
pradtice,  fo  long  as  the  jury  are 
allowed  to  exercife  their  difcretion 
as  to  the  credibility  of  witneffes, 
and  may  compare  their  teftimony 
with  that  of  others,  or  with  cir- 
cumftances  attending  almoft  every 


cafe  ;  but  it  would  be  dangerous 
to  overturn  this  long-eftablifhed 
pradtice. 

THE  fpecial  commiflion  of  oyer 
and  terminer  and  gaol  delivery, 
in  and  for  the  county  of  Surry, 
for  the  trial  of  the  rioters,  was 
opened  on  the  ioth  of  July,  at 
St.  Margaret’s  Hill,  before  Lord 
Chief  Juilice  Loughborough,  Sir 
Henry  Gould,  Sir  James  Eyre, 
and  Francis  Buller,  Efq.  After 
the  commiflion  was  opened.  Lord 
Loughborough  delivered  his  charge 
to  the  grand  jury,  of  which  the 
Hon.  George  Onflow  was  fore¬ 
man. 

This  charge  having  been  the 
topic  of  much  converfation,  we 
fhall  fubmit  it  to  the  judgment  of 
our  readers.  The  opinions  of  men 
refpedting  the  legal  propriety  of 
it  have  been  various  :  as  a  piece  of 
oratory  it  has  been  admired  ;  but 
its  tendency  to  influence  and  di- 
redl  the  jury,  and  inflame  their 
paflions  againft  men,  who  ought 
all  to  have  been  fuppofed  inno¬ 
cent  till  found  guilty  by  their 
country,  has  been  generally  fpoken 
of  in  terms  of  indignation,  by 
thofe  who  are  jealous  of  the  rights 
of  humanity. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Grand  fury, 

I F  you  are  come  here  totally 
ftrangers  to  the  tranfadtions  which 
have  lately  paffed  in  this  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  or  if  it  were  poftible 
for  any  of  you,  who  were  not  wit- 
neffes  of  them,  not  to  have  heard 
of  the  devaftations  that  have  been, 
committed,  the  remnants  of  the 
flames  which  have  been  lately 
blazing  in  fo  many  parts  of  the 
metropolis,  and  which  muft  have 
[S]  3  prefented 
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prefented  themfdves  to  you,  in 
your  way  to  this  place,  will  have 
fufficiently  declared  the  occaiion 
for  which  you  are  called  toge¬ 
ther. 

His  majefty’s  paternal  care  for 
the  welfare  of  all  his  fubjefts, 
would  not  permit  him  to  fuffer 
offences  fo  daring  and  fo  enormous 
to  remain  longer  unexamined, 
than  was  legally  neceffary  to  con¬ 
vene  a  jury  to  enter  upon  the 
enquiry. 

The  commiffion  under  which 
you  are  affembled  extends  only  to 
crimes  of  high  treafon,  or  of  fe¬ 
lony,  charged  upon  perfons  now 
detained  in  the  common  gaol  of 
this  county*  or  who  fhall  be  de¬ 
tained  therein  between  the  prefent 
time  and  the  period  at  which  the 
commiffion  will  expire.  It  was 
not  thought  proper  to  blend  the 
common  buffnefs  of  an  affiz*,  and 
the  examination  of  thofe  offences, 
to  the  commiffion  of  which  the 
frailty  of  human  nature  is  but  too 
liable,  with  crimes  of  fo  deep  a 
guilt,  and  fo  much  above  the 
ordinary  pitch  of  human  wicked- 
nefs  as  thofe  which  will  come 
under  your  confideration. 

The  general  circumftances  un¬ 
der  which  thofe  crimes  were  com¬ 
mitted,  are  of  too  great  and 
fhameful  notoriety,  to  require  a 
minute  description  ;  but  for  your 
information.  Gentlemen,  whofe 
duty  it  will  be  to  confider  the 
nature  ana  quality  of  the  charges 
imputed  to  fuch  offenders  as  will 
be  brought  before  you,  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  confider  the  feveral 
parts  of  thofe  charges,  and  to 
obferve  the  connection  of  thofe 
part-  with  the  whole,  always  ap¬ 
plying  the  circumftances  to  the 


particular  cafe  under  confider¬ 
ation. 

I  therefore  think  it  an  effentiat 
part  of  my  duty  to  lay  before  you, 
in  one  general  view,  a  fhort  ac¬ 
count  of  thofe  dangers  from  which 

O 

this  kingdom  has  been  lately  de¬ 
livered.  I  ufe  this  expreflion, 
becaufe  it  will  clearly  appear  that 
the  mifchief  devifed  was— not  the 
deftruCtion  of  the  lives  or  fortunes 
of  individuals,  or  of  any  defcrip- 
tion  of  men — >no  partial  evil— -but 
that  the  blow,  which  it  has  pleafed 
Providence  to  avert,  was  aimed  at 
the  credit,  the  government,  and 
the  very  being  and  conftitution  of 
this  ftate. 

The  firft  remarkable  circum- 
ftance  to  be  attended  to,  and 
which  naturally  demands  our  no¬ 
tice  earlieft  of  any,  is  a  vaft  con- 
courfe  of  perfons  affembled  in  St. 
George’s  Fields  on  the  2d  of 
June,  called  together  by  a  public 
advertisement,  (figned  in  the  name 
of  a  perfon  calling  himfeif  the 
Prefident  of  an  Affociation)  not 
only  inviting  many  thousands  to 
attend,  but  appointing  their  en- 
iign  of  diftinftion,  and  prefcribing 
the  order  and  diftribution  of  their 
march  in  different  columns  to  the 
place  of  their  deftination.  Cha¬ 
rity  induces  one  to  believe,  that 
in  fuch  a  number,  there  were  ma¬ 
ny  went  unwarily,  and  uncon- 
fcious  of  any  evil  intended  ;  but 
credulity  in  the  extreme  can 
fcarcely  induce  any  man  to  doubt, 
that  fome  there  were  who  forefaw, 
who  intended,  and  who  had  prac- 
tifed  to  accotnplifh  the  purpofes 
which  enfued. 

A  very  fhort  time  difclofed  that 
one  of  the  purpofes  which  this 
multitude  was  cclle&ed  to  ef. 

fe&uate. 
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fe<5luate,  was  to  overawe  the  le- 
giflature,  to  influence  their  deli¬ 
berations,  and  obtain  the  alteration 
of  a  law,  by  force  and  numbers. 

A  petition  was  to  be  prefented 
to  the  Houle  of  Commons,  for  the 
repeal  of  an  aft,  in  which  the 
petitioners  had  no  fpecial  intereft. 

[His  lord  lb  ip  here  laid  down 
the  right  of  the  fubjedl  to  petition. 
His  dodtrine  upon  this  head  was 
liberal  and  manly,  his  language 
clear,  ftrong,  and  emphatical.] 

fo  petition  for  the  pajfng  or 
repeal  of  any  att  (laid  his  lordlhip) 
is  the  undoubted  inherent  birth¬ 
right  of  every  Britijh  fubje£l\  but 
under  the  name  and  colour  of 
petitioning,  to  aflume  command, 
and  to  didlate  to  the  legillature, 
is  the  annihilation  of  all  order 
and  government.  Fatal  expe¬ 
rience  had  fhewn  the  mifchief  of 
tumultuous  petitioning,  in  the 
courfe  of  that  conteft,  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  the  Firfl,  which  ended 
in  the  overthrow  of  the  monarchy, 
and  the  deftruttion  of  the  confti- 
tution ;  and  one  of  the  firfl:  laws 
after  the  reftoration  of  legal  go¬ 
vernment,  was  a  flatute  palled  in 
the  13th  year  of  Charles  II.  ch.  5, 
enabling,  that  no  petition  to  the 
king,  or  either  houfe  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  for  alteration  of  matters 
eflablilhed  by  law  in  church  or 
ftate,  (unlefs  the  matter  thereof 
be  approved  by  three  juflices,  or 
the  grand  jury  of  the  county)  lhall 
be  ligned  by  more  than  twenty 
names,  or  delivered  by  more  than 
ten  perfons. 

In  oppofition  to  this  law,  the 
petition  in  queftion  was  figned 
and  delivered  by  many  thoufands ; 
and  in  defiance  of  principles  more 
antient  and  more  important  than 


any  pofitive  regulations  upon  the 
fubjeft  of  petitioning,  the  defire 
of  that  petition  was  to  be  effedled 
by  the  terror  of  the  multitude 
that  accompanied  it  through  the 
flreets,  clafled,  arranged,  and 
diftinguiflied  as  directed  by  th« 
advertifement. 

How  the  leaders  of  that  mul¬ 
titude  demeaned  themfelves,  what 
was  the  conduct  of  the  crowd  to 
the  members  of  both  houfes  of 
parliament,  it  is  not  my  intention 
to  Hate.  I  purpofely  avoid  dating 
thefe  things,  becaufe  at  the  fame 
time  that  I  point  out  the  general 
complexion  of  the  tranfaftion,  and 
relate  general  fadts  that  are  unfor¬ 
tunately  too  public  and  notorious, 
I  choofe  to  avoid  every  circum- 
ftance  that  may  have  a  diredl  and 
immediate  relation  to  particular 
perfons.  My  purpofe  is  to  inform, 
not  to  prejudice  or  inflame.  For 
thisreafon  I  feel  myfelf  obliged  to 
pafs  over  in  filence  all  fuch  cir- 
cumfiances  as  cannot,  and  as  ought 
not  to  be  treated  of  or  exprefled 
but  in  ftronger  language,  and  in 
more  indignant  terms  than  I 
choofe  at  prefent  to  employ.  ,  To¬ 
wards  the  evening,  the  two  houfes 
of  parliament  were  releafed  from, 
the  ftate  in  which  they  had  been, 
held  for  feveral  hours.  The  crowd 
feemed  to  difperfe.  Many  of  the 
perfons  fo  aflembled,  i'  is  not  to 
be  doubted,  retired  to  their  dwel¬ 
lings,  but  forne  more  delperate 
and  a£live  remained  to  convince 
the  legillature,  that  the  menaces 
with  which  they  fiad  invaded  the 
ears  of  all  who  met  them  in  the 
flreets,  were  not  fruitlefs  ;  that: 
they  had  not  abandoned  their  pur¬ 
pofe,  but  meant  to  carry  it  into 
full  execution.  When  night  fell, 
[5]  4  ~  the 


sSo]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780. 


the  houfes  of  two  foreign  mlnifters, 
in  amity  with  his  majefty,  were 
attacked,  and  their  chapels  plun¬ 
dered  and  fet  on  fire. 

If  fuch  an  outrage  had  been 
committed  on  one  of  our  public 
jninifters,  refident  in  any  of  thofe 
Countries  the  moft  fuperftitious 
and  bigotted  to  its  eftablifhed 
religion,  what  reproach  would  it 
not  have  call  upon  that  country  ? 
What  indignation  and  abhorrence 
would  it  not  have  j uflly  excited  in 
our  breaks?  Upon  this  tolerant 
and  enlightened  land,  has  that 
reproach  been  brought  1 

Upon  the  3d  of  June  there  was 
a  feeming  quiet,  a  *very  memorable 
tircumfiance !  for  fudden  tumults 
when  they  fubfide  are  over.  To 
revive  a  tumult,  evinces  fomething 
of  a  fettled  influence,  and  fome¬ 
thing  fo  like  defign,  that  it  is  im- 
poffible  for  the  moll  candid  mind 
not  to  conceive  that  there  lies  at 
the  bottom  a  preconcerted,  fettled 
plan  of  operation.  Sunday,  the 
next  day,  a  day  fet  apart  by  the 
laws  of  God  and  man  as  a  day  of 
reft,  and  as  a  day  not  to  be  vio¬ 
lated  even  by  the  labours  of  honeft 
induftryi  in  broad  fun-lhine,  build¬ 
ings  and  private  houfes  in  Moor- 
JFieids  were  attacked  and  entered, 
and  the  furniture  deliberately 
brought  out  and  confumed  by 
bonfires.  And  all  this  <was  done 
in  the  'view  of  patient  ma - 
giftrates  l 

Some  magiftrates  and  fome  in¬ 
dividuals  had  indeed  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  difturbances  ex¬ 
erted  themfelves,  and  feveral  who 
had  been  aClive  in  the  demolition 
of  the  ambaftadors  houfes  had 
been  committed.  On  Monday 
the  mob,  who  had  not  been  re- 


iifted,  but  had  proceeded  with  a 
fuccefs  which  had  increafed  their 
impetuefity,  thought  it  neceffary 
to  fhew  that  the  law  fliould  not  be 
exercifed  with  impunity  on  delin¬ 
quents  like  themfelves.  It  was 
the  bufinefs  of  Monday  to  deftroy 
the  houfes  of  the  magiftrates,  and 
other  perfons  who  had  been  in- 
ftrumental  in  apprehending  them  : 
but  thefe  outrages,  great  as  they 
were,  fell  far  fhort  of  thofe  com¬ 
mitted  on  the  Tuefday  and  Wed- 
nefday,  which  will  ever  remain  a 
ftain  on  our  annals.  Frefh  infults 
of  the  moft  daring  and  aggra¬ 
vated  nature,  were  offered  to  par¬ 
liament,  and  every  one,  who  was 
in  London  at  the  time,  muft  re¬ 
member,  that  it  bore  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  town  taken  by  ftorm  ; 
every  quarter  was  alarmed  ;  nei¬ 
ther  age,  nor  fex,  nor  eminence 
of  ftation,  nor  fanClity  of  cha¬ 
racter,  nor  even  an  humble  though 
honeft  obfeurity,  were  any  pro¬ 
tection  againft  the  malevolent  fury 
and  deftruCtive  rage  of  the  loweft 
and  worft  of  men. 

But  it  was  not  againft  indivi¬ 
duals  alone,  that  their  operations 
were  now  directed.  What  has 
ever  been  in  all  ages,  and  in  all 
countries,  the  laft  effort  of  the 
moft  defperate  confpirators,  was 
now  their  objeCt.  The  jails  were 
attacked,  the  felons  releafed — 
men  whofe  lives  their  crimes  had 
forfeited  to  the  juftice  of  the  law, 
were  fet  loofe  to  join  their  impious 
hands  in  the  work. 

The  city  was  fired  in  different 
parts.  The  flames  were  kindled 
in  the  houfes  moft  likely  to  fpread 
the  conflagration  to  diftant  quar¬ 
ters,  the  diftillers,  and  other 
places,  where  the  inftruments  of 

trade 
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trade  upon  the  premifes  were  fure 
to  afford  the  largelt  quantity  of 
combuftible  matter  !  And  in  the 
midft  of  this  horror  and  confuflon, 
in  order  more  effectually  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  extinguishing  of  the 
flames,  an  attempt  to  cut  off  the 
New  River  water,  and  an  attack 
on  the  credit  of  the  kingdom,  by 
an  attempt  againft  the  Bank  of 
England,  were  made.  Both  thefe 
attempts  were  defeated,  provi¬ 
dentially  defeated;  but  they  were 
made  under  circumftances  which 
evince  that  they  were  intended  to 
be  effectual,  and  which  increafe 
the  fatisfaCtion  and  the  gratitude 
to  Providence  that  every  man  mult 
feel,  when  he  recolleCts  the  for¬ 
tunate  circumftance  of  their  hav¬ 
ing  been  deferred  till  that  ffage  of 
the  bufinefs. 

In  four  days,  by  the  incredible 
activity  of  this  band  of  furies  pa¬ 
rading  the  ftreets  of  the  metro¬ 
polis  with  flaming  torches,  feventy- 
two  private  houfes  and  four  pub¬ 
lic  gaols  were  deftroyed,  one  of 
them  the  county  gaol,  and  that 
built  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  juftify 
the  idea,  that  it  was  impregnable 
to  an  armed  force.  Religion,  the 
facred  name  of  religion,  and  of 
that  pureft  and  moll  peaceable 
fyftem  of  chriftianity,  the  PRO¬ 
TESTANT  CHURCH,  was 
made  the  profane  pretext  for  af- 
faulting  the  government,  tramp¬ 
ling  upon  the  laws  of  the  country, 
and  violating  the  firft  great  pre¬ 
cept  of  their  duty  to  God  and  to 

their  neighbour, - the  pretext 

only  ;  for  there  is  not,  I  am  fure, 
in  Europe,  a  man  fo  weak,  fo 
uncandid,  or  fo  unjuft  to  the  cha- 
raCler  of  the  reformed  church,  as 
to  believe,  that  any  religious  mo¬ 


tive  could  by  any  perverfion  of 
human  reafon  induce  men  to  at¬ 
tack  the  magiftrates,  releafe  fe¬ 
lons,  deftroy  the  fource  of  public 
credit,  and  lay  in  afhes  the  capital 
of  the  PROTESTANT  FAITH! 

I  have  now  related  to  you  the 
rife  and  progrefs  of  that  calamity 
from  which,  by  the  blefling  of 
Providence  upon  his  Majefty’s  ef¬ 
forts  for  our  prefervation,  this 
kingdom  hath  been  delivered — 3 
fituation  unparalleled  in  the  hiftory 
of  our  country — no  commotion, 
ever  having  had  a  more  defperate 
and  more  fatal  intention.  It  now 
remains  to  ftate  to  you  what  parts 
of  this  fubjeCl  will  more  direClly 
call  for  your  attention  ;  and  as  it 
is  evident  from  what  I  have  faid, 
that  among  the  number  of  perfons 
whofe  cafes  will  be  fubmitted  to 
your  confideration,  there  may  be 
fome  who  are  accufed  with  the 
guilt  of  high  treafon,  it  will  be 
neceffary  and  proper  to  ftate  the 
law  with  refpedl  to  thofe  fpecies  of 
treafon  under  which  fome  of  the 
cafes  may  probably  fall.  There 
are  two  fpecies  of  treafon  appli¬ 
cable.  To  imagine  or  compafs 
the  death  of  our  fovereign  lord  the 
king,  is  high  treafon.  To  levy 
war  againft  the  king  within  the 
realm,  is  alfo  high  treafon. 

The.  firft,  that  of  compafling 
the  death  of  the  king,  muft  be 
demonftrated  by  fome  overt  a6l, 
as  the  means  to  effedt  the  'purpofe 
of  the  heart ;  the  fadt  of  levying 
war  is  an  overt  adl  of  this  fpecies 
of  treafon,  but  it  is  alfo  a  diftindt 
fpecies  of  treafon.  And  as  the 
prefent  occafion  calls  more  imme¬ 
diately  for  it,  I  muft  ftate  to  you 
more  fully,  in  what  that  treafon 
may  conlift. 


I  am 
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I  am  peculiarly  happy,  that  I 
am  enabled  to  ftatc  the  law  on  the 
fubject,  not  from  any  reafonings 
or  dedudions  of  my  own,  which 
are  liable  to  error,  and  in  which  a 
change  or  inaccuracy  of  exprellion 
might  be  produdive  of  much  mif- 
chief,  but  from  the  firft  authority, 
from  which  my  mouth  only  will 
be  employed  in  pronouncing  the 
law.  I  fli all  ftate  it  to  you  in  the 
words  of  that  great,  able,  and 
learned  judge,  Mr,  juftice  Fofter, 
that  true  friend  to  the  liberties  of 
Ms  country. 

««  Every  infurredion  which  in 
judgment  of  law  is  intended 
againfl  the  perfon  of  the  king,  be 
it  to  dethrone  or  imprifon  him,  or 
to  oblige  him  to  alter  his  meafures 
of  government,  or  to  remove  evil 
counfellors  from  about  him,*—® 
thefe  rifings  all  amount  to  levying 
war  within  the  ftatute,  whether 
attended  with  the  pomp  and  cir- 
cum  fiances  of  open  war  or  not. 
And  every  con  Ip  1  racy  to  levy  war 
for  thefe  purpofes,  though  not 
treafon  within  the  claufe  of  levying 
war,  is  yet  an  overt-ad  within  the 
other  claufe  of  comparing  the 
king’s  death. 

<e  Ihfurredions  in.  order  to 
throw  down  all  inclofures,  to  alter 
the  eftablifhed  Jaw,  or  change  re¬ 
ligion,  to  inhance  the  price  of  all 
labour,  or  to  open  all  prifons- — 
all  rinngs  in  order  to  effed  thefe 
innovations  of  a  public  and  a  gene¬ 
ral  armed  force,  are,  in  conllrudion 
of  law,  high  treafon,  within  the 
claufe  of  levying  war.  For  though 
thev  are  not  levelled  at  the  perfon 
of  the  king,  they  are  againft  his 
royal  majefly ;  and  beftdes,  they 
have  a  dired  tendency  to  diffolve 
all  the  bonds  of  fociety,  and  to 


deftroy  all  property  an,d  govern ♦ 
ment  too,  by  numbers  and  aa 
armed  force.  Infurredicns  like- 
wife  for  redreffing  national  griev¬ 
ances,  or  for  the  expulfion  of  fo¬ 
reigners  in  general,  or  indeed  of 
any  ft ngle  nation  living  here  under 
the  protedion  of  the  king,  or  for 
the  reformation  of  real  or  ima¬ 
ginary  evils  of  a  public  nature, 
and  in  which  the  infurgents  bams 
no  fpecial  interefl>—~nfm%)$  to  effect 
thefe  ends  by  force  and  numbers, 
are,  by  conftrudion  of  law,  within 
the  claufe  of  levying  war.  For 
they  are  levelled  at  the  king’s 
crown  and  royal  dignity.3’ 

In  order  fully  to  explain  this, 
it  will  be  only  neceffary  to  colled, 
repeat,  and  enforce  the  feveral 
paiTages  in  Mr.  juftice  Folter,  re¬ 
lative  to  this  fubjed.  It  may  oc¬ 
cur  that  in  feveral  places  mention 
is  made  of  an  armed  force.  In 
the  very  fame  chapter,  from  which 
I  have  read  an  extrad,  the  learned 
judge  mentions  two  remarkable 
cafes  in  the  latter  end  of  the  reign 
of  Queen  Anne. 

iC  In  the  cafes  of  Damaree  and 
Pur  chafe ,  which  are  the  iaft  printed 
cafes  which  have  come  in  judg¬ 
ment  on  the  point  of  ccnftrudive 
levying  war,  there  was  nothing 
given  in  evidence  of  the  ufual 
pageantry  of  war,  no  military 
weapons,  no  banners  or  drums, 
nor  any  regular  confultation  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  riling ;  and  yet  the 
want  of  thefe  circumftances  weigh- 
ed  nothing  with  the  court,  though 
the  prifoners’  counfei  infilled  on 
that  matter.  The  number  of  the 
infurgents  fupplied  the  want  of 
military  weapons ;  and  they  were 
provided  with  axes,  crows,  and 
other  tools  of  the  like  nature, 

proper 
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proper  for  the  mifchief  they  in¬ 
tended  to  effect.” 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  men 
who  were  the  leaders,  or  fet  on  as 
part  of  that  mob,  likewife  affem- 
bled  under  pretence  of  religion, 
and  the  falfe  and  wicked  cry  then 
was,  that  the  church  of  England 
fwas  in  danger ,  on  account  of 
the  juft  and  humane  indulgence, 
which,  from  the  happy  period  of 
the  Revolution,  had  been  granted 
to  diflenters. 

“  Upon  the  trial  of  Demaree, 
the  cafes  referred  to  before,  were 
cited  at  the  bar,  and  all  the  judges 
prefent  were  of  opinion  that  the 
prifoner  was  guilty  of  the  high 
treafon  charged  upon  him  in  the 
indictment.  For  here  was  a 
rifing  with  an  avowed  intention  to 
demolifti  all  meeting  -  houfes  in 
general  ;  and  this  intent  they 
carried  into  execution  as  far  as 
they  were  able.  If  the  meeting- 
houfes  of  Proteftant  diffenters  had 
been  ereCted  and  fupported  in  de¬ 
fiance  of  all  law,  a  riling  in  order 
to  deftroy  fuch  houfes  in  general, 
would  have  fallen  under  the  rule 
laid  down  in  Keiling,  with  regard 
to  the  demolifhing  all  bavvdy- 
houfes.  But  fince  the  meeting- 
houfes  of  Proteftant  differiters  are 
by  the  toleration  aft  taken  under 
the  protection  of  the  law',  the  in- 
furreCtion  in  the  prefent  cafe  was 
to  be  confidered  as  a  public  de¬ 
claration  by  the  rabble  againft 
that  aCt,  and  an  attempt  to  render 
it  ineffectual  by  numbers  and  open 
force.” 

The  objeCls  of  their  attack  were 
the  meeting  -  houfes  of  the  dif¬ 
fenters  ;  they  were  conlidered  by 
the  judges  to  have  declared  them- 
felves  againft  the  aCt  by  which  the 


CHRONICLE.  [283 

indulgences  were  granted,  and  as 
attempting  to  render  it  ineffectual 
by  numbers  and  open  force,  and 
on  that  ground  Mr.  Juftice  Fofter 
declares  the  judgment  to  be  pro¬ 
per  :  all  the  judges  concurred  in 
it  at  the  time,  it  has  been  refpeCted 
by  pofterity,  and  its  principle  is 
neceffary  for  the  preservation  of 
the  conftitution,  which  we  cannot 
but  have  felt  the  value  of,  in  that 
moment  when  we  have  feen  it 
threatened  with,  and  in  imminent 
danger  of,  immediate  diffoiution. 

The  calendar  points  out  a  num¬ 
ber  of  prifoners  who  may  be  in- 
diCted  (as  appears  from  their  com¬ 
mitments)  for  burning  and  pulling 
down,  or  beginning  to  fet  fire  to, 
and  pull  down,  the  King’s  Bench 
Prifon,  the  Home  of  Correction, 
and  nine  dwelling-houfes  within 
the  county;  others  may  be  charged 
with  breaking  open  the  gaols,  and 
releafing  the  prifoners  ;  others 
again  may  be  charged  with  ex¬ 
torting  money  from  individuals, 
under  terror  of  the  mob,  which  is 
clearly  and  incontrovertibly  a  rob¬ 
bery.  As  fome  of  you.  Gentle¬ 
men,  are  by  }Our  profeffions,  and 
all  6f  you  undoubtedly  from  vour 
rank  and  ftation,  acquainted  with 
the  ordinary  administration  of  cri¬ 
minal  juftice,  it  is  unneceffry  for 
me  to  enlarge  on  the  fubjeCl  of 
the<e  felonies. 

Burning  2  houfe,  or  out- houfe, 
being  parcei  of  a  d welling-houfe, 
though  not  contiguous,  nor  under 
the  fame  roof,  was  a  felony  at  the 
common  law,  and  by  ftatute,  the 
benefit  of  clergy  was  taken  away. 

To  fet  fire  to  anv  houfe,  or 
out-houle,  though  it  F  not  bur 
is  made  a  capital  fflony,  tv  r* 
Geo.  I.  chap.  22.  And  bv  {b 

x  C  j; 
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I  Geo.  I.  chap.  5,  called  The  Riot 
Aft,  the  offence  of  beginning  to 
pull  down  buildings,  by  twelve, 
cr  more  perfons,  is  made  a  capi¬ 
tal  felony.  And  having  men¬ 
tioned  the  riot  a6t,  let  me  fay  a 
lew  words  upon  it. 

The  two  cafes  which  I  have 
Hated,  were  very  near  this  period;, 
and  the  fame  pernicious  principles 
which  had  been  inftilled  into  the 
minds  of  the  lowed  orders  of  the 
people,  were  kept  alive  by  the 
arts  of  faction. 

It  is  not  lefs  true  than  remark¬ 
able,  that  the' fame  feditious  fpirit 
which  had  artfully  been  inflilled 
into  the  people  in  the  latter  end 
of  Queen  Anne’s  time,  had  been 
continued  to  this  time  (the  ac- 
eefiion),  and  what  a  few  years  be¬ 
fore  had  been  mifcalled  a  Pro- 
tejlant  Mob ,  was  now  a  mob  trained, 
excited,  and  a6lually  employed  to 
defeat  the  Proteflant  fucceffion. 
In  every  mug-houfe,  in  every  dark 
alley,  and  lurking  corner  of  fe- 
cfition,  in  this  great  town,  artful 
and  defigning  men  were  engaged 
So  exciting  this  mob  to  the  de» 
UrudUon  of  the  conflitution  ;  and 
therefore  this  a£t  was  framed  to 
make  the  beginning  of  mifchief 
dangerous  to  the  perpetrators  of 
it.  To  begin  to  pull  down  any 
place  of  religious  worfnip,  certified 
and  regillered  by  the  a6t  of  tole¬ 
ration,  or  any  dwelling-houfe  or 
©ut-houfe,  was  made  a  capital 
felony.  And  any  perfons,  to  the 
number  of  twelve  or  more,  un¬ 
lawfully,  riotoufly,  and  tumultu- 
oufly  aftembled,  being  commanded 
or  required  to  difperfe  by  the 
magiftrate,  and  continuing  toge¬ 
ther  for  one  hour  after  fuch  com¬ 
mand,  are  declared  guilty  of  fe¬ 
lony,  without  benefit  of  clergy. 


But  here  I  take  this  public  op¬ 
portunity  of  mentioning  a  fatal 
mifkike  into  which  many  perfons 
have  fallen.  It  has  been  ima¬ 
gined,  becaufe  the  law  allows  an 
hour  for  the  difperfion  of  a  mob 
to  whom  the  riot  adl  has  been  read 
by  the  magiftrate,  the  better  to 
fupport  the  civil  authority,  that 
during  that  period  of  time,  the 
civil  power  and  the  magiftracy  are 
difarmed,  and  the  king’s  fubjedls, 
whofe  duty  it  is  at  all  times  to 
fupprefs  riots,  are  to  remain  quiet 
and  paffive.  No  fuch  meaning 
was  within  the  view  of  the  le- 
giilature ;  nor  does  the  operation 
of  the  a 61  warrant  any  fuch  effecL 
The  civil  magiftrates  are  left  in 
pofieffion  of  thofe  powers  which 
the  law  had  given  them  before  5 
if  the  mob  collectively,  or  a  part 
of  it,  or  any  individual,  within 
and  before  the  expiration  of  that 
hour,  attempts  or  begins  to  per¬ 
petrate  an  outrage  amounting  to 
felony,  to  pull  down  a  houfe,  or 
by  any  other  a6t  to  violate  the 
laws,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  prefen t, 
of  whatever  defcription  they  may 
be,  to  endeavour  to  ftop  the  mif¬ 
chief,  and  to  apprehend  the  of¬ 
fender.  I  mention  this,  rather 
for  general  information,  than  for 
the  particular  inftru6lion  of  the 
Gentlemen  whom  X  have  now  the 
honour  of  addrefting,  becaufe  the 
riot  a6l  I  do  not  believe  will  come 
immediately  under  your  confi- 
deration  :  Fame  has  not  reported 
that  it  was  any  where,  or  at  any 
time,  read  during  the  late  dif- 
turbances. 

In  all  cafes  of  burning  or 
pulling  down  buildings,  the  be¬ 
ing  prefent,  aiding,  abetting, 
and  encouraging  the  a6lual  a6tors, 
though  there  be  no  a6t  proved  to 
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be  done  by  the  party  himfelf,  is 
a  capital  felony.  This  is  a  doc¬ 
trine  folemnly  delivered  lately  by 
the  judges,  and  I  believe  will 
never  be  doubted. 

Taking  goods  or  money  againft 
the  will,  under  the  terror  of  a 
mob,  is  felony. 

Of  all  thefe  offences  you  are 
to  enquire,  and  true  preferments 
make. 

The  character  and  efteem  in 
which  the  Gentlemen  I  have  now 
the  honour  of  addreffing  are  juftiy 
helc  by  their  country,  render  any 
admonition  from  me  on  the  fubjeCt 
of  your  duty  fuperfluous ;  in  you 
it  has  long  placed  a  confidence, 
nor  will  it,  I  am  perfuaded,  on 
this  occafion,  have  reafon  to  re¬ 
pent  it. 

I  have  to  remind  you,  that  it  is 
your  duty  only  to  enquire,  whe¬ 
ther  the  party  accufed  is  charged 
with  fuch  probable  circumftances 
as  to  juftify  you  in  fending  him  to 
another  jury,  who  are  appointed 
by  law  to  hear  the  evidence  on  both 
fides,  and  to  fay,  whether  the  per- 
fon  charged  be  guilty  or  not  of 
the  crime  imputed  to  him  in  the 
indictment;  and  if  upon  fuch 
trial,  any  advantage  can  be  de¬ 
rived  from  the  nicety  or  caution 
of  the  law,  or  any  favourable  cir¬ 
cumftances  appear,  it  will  be  as 
much  the  inclination,  as  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  learned  and  reverend 
judges  with  whom  I  have  the 
honour  of  being  in  commiftion,  to 
Hate  fuch  circumftances. 

And  if  the  laws  declare  them 
guilty,  the  offenders  may  kill  have 
recourfe  to  that  fountain  of  mercy, 
the  royal  breaft,  where  jultice  is 
always  tempered  with  clemency. 

Such  is  the  ineftimable  bleffing 
of  a  government  founded  on  law, 


that  it  extends  its  benefits  to  al! 
alike,  to  the  guilty  and  the  inno¬ 
cent.  To  the  latter  the  law  is  a 
protection  and  a  fafe-guard ;  to 
the  former  it  is  not  a  protection, 
but  it  may  be  confidered  as  ahoufc 
of  refuge  :  indeed  there  cannot  be 
a  greater  proof  of  the  excellence 
of  that  conftitution,  than  by  ad- 
miniftering  its  benefits  to  all  men 
indifferently. 

Proceedings  of  the  CotnmiJJion  at 
St.  Margaret  ’  s -Hi IL 

Tuefday,  July  nth,  Jofeph 
Lovell  and  P.obert  Lovell,  were 
indicted  for  deftroying  the  houfe 
of  Thomas  Conolly,  and  were 
found  guilty.  They  were  gypfies. 

William  Heyter,  for  deftroying; 
the  dwelling-houfe  of  Alexander 
French,  in  Eaft-lane,  June  7th* 
and  found  guilty,  but  recom¬ 
mended  to  mercy  ;  but  Baron 
Eyre  did  not  approve  of  this 
recommendation. 

Charles  King  and  Ambrofe 
Long,  for  deftroying  Conolly?s 
houfe.  King  was  found  guilty; 
Long  acquitted. 

Wednefday,  July  12.  This 
day  nine  prifoners  were  tried, 
feven  of  whom  were  capitally  con¬ 
victed,  viz.  Edward  Dorman, 
Thomas  Murray,  Henry  Wad- 
ham,  Mary  Cooke,  Sufannah 
Howard,  Samuel  Lyman,  and 
John  Hyde,  for  deftroying  the 

houfe  of  Paul  Pemarv,  of  Kent- 

#  * 

ftreet. 

William  Smith  (late  a  brandy- 
merchant)  was  tried  for  heading 
the  mob  who  deftroyed  ConolJy’s 
houfe. 

Mr.  Attorney-general  informed 
the  jury,  that  the  prifoner  had 
formerly  been  in  bufinefs,  but 
3  having 
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having  met  with  misfortunes,  was 
mow  out  of  bufmefs ;  that  from 
his  appearance  it  might  be  con¬ 
cluded,  he  would  not  himfelf  be 
aftive  in  the  work,  while  better 
indruments  might  be  found ;  but 
that  it  would  be  proved  that  he 
was,  in  faft,  the  leader  and  ex¬ 
citer  of  the  rioters, 

Robert  Chafers,  of  Tool'ey- 
ltreet,  about  ten  doors  from  Co- 
nolly’s,  depofed,  that  the  mob 
came  there  about  half  pad  one  on 
the  8th  of  June;  they  deinolifhed 
the  houfe,  and  threw  out  the  fur¬ 
niture,  afterwards  put  it  in  two 
carts,  carried  it  away,  and  burnt 
it;  that  he  knows  the  prifoner, 
faw  him  oppofite  the  houfe  with 
his  hat  in  his  hand,  and  rather 
exulting  when  any  particular  aft 
was  done,  fuch  as  pulling  down 
part  of  the  front ;  faw  him  twice 
whirl  his  hat,  but  did  not  cbferve 
him  there  above  ten  minutes ; 
faw  him  afterwards  at  the  Ram’s 
Head  tavern ;  about  half  pad 
three  fomebody  faid,  C(  Soldiers 
were  coming,  and  the  mob  would 
foon  be  difperfed.”  The  pri¬ 
foner  faid,  Five  hundred  pri- 
foners  had  been  releafed  from  the 
King’s-Bench,  and  were  coming 
from  the  Halfpenny  Hatch  (about 
three  minutes  walk)  to  join  them.” 
The  prifoner  and  mod  of  the 
rioters  had  blue  cockades. 

On  his  crofs  examination,  he 
faid  it  was  about  an  hour  after  the 
beginning  of  the  mifchief  when  he 
faw  the  prifoner ;  that  the  pri¬ 
foner,  when  in  budnefs,  lived 
very  near  the  fpot ;  when  he  was 
in  the  Ram’s  Head  tavern  he 
feemed  in  liquor,  but  did  not,  in 
the  lead,  fee  the  prifoner  give 
any  advice  or  direftion  to  the 
mob.  At  the  public-houfe  his 
behaviour  was  decent  and  fober. 


William  Smith,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr» 
Bolton,  of  the  Green  Park  coffee- 
houfe,  and  feveral  others,  ap¬ 
peared  to  the  prifoner’s  charafter. 
The  jury  found  him  not  guilty. 

Thurfday,  July  13,  eleven  prN 
foners  were  tried,  nine  of  whom 
were  capitally  eonvifted,  viz.  Benj. 
Rowland,  George  Fletcher,  Wil¬ 
liam  Imbed,  Samuel  Jordan,  Oli¬ 
ver  Joknfon,  Robert  Lovel,  Ri¬ 
chard  Millar,  James  Palmer,  and 
Elizabeth  Collins,  for  riotoufly 
and  tumultuoufly  affembling,  and 
felonioufly  beginning  to  pull  down 
the  dwelling-houfe  of  Laurence 
WaUh. 

Friday,  July  14,  feven  pri- 
foners  were  tried,  five  of  whom 
were  capitally  eonvifted,  viz.— *» 
John  Davis,  and  Theodore  At- 
kinfon,  for  pulling  down  the 
houfe  of  Margaret  Cooper,  in 
Kent-dreet,  on  the  9th  of  june, 
—John  Barton,  for  pulling  down 
the  houfe  of  Edward  Dodd,  in 
Lombard  -  ftreet,  in  the  Mint; 
recommended  to  mercy.— Henry 
Penny  and  John  Bridport,  for 
demolifning  the  houfe  of  M.  Coo¬ 
per;  the  latter  recommended  to 
mercy. 

Saturday,  July  15,  Lord  Chief 
judice  Loughborough  paded  fen- 
ten  ce  on  thofe  prifoners  who  had 
been  eonvifted. 

After  which,  Jofeph  Haynes, 
for  deftroying  Conolly’s  houfe, 
was  found  guilty,  but  recom¬ 
mended  to  mercy.  Six  other 
prifoners  '  were  tried,  and  ac¬ 
quitted. 

Monday,  July  17,  five  prifoners 
were  tried  for  demolifhing  the 
houfe  of  Benjamin  Thomas,  Efq; 
commonly  called  the  King’s-Bench, 
prifon.  Not  guilty. 

Tuefday,  July  18,  William, 
Smith  was  a  fecond  time  indifted, 

for 
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for  chat  he,  with  divers  others, 
did  begin  to  demolifti  and  pull 
down  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Matthew 
Cafey,  Eaft-lane,  Tooley-ftreet, 
on  the  7th  of  June  laft.  He  was 
acquitted. 

Lord  Loughborough  afterwards 
addrefted  the  convicts  in  a  very 
affe&ing  manner.  Two  of  the 
prifoners,  he  faid,  had  been  recom¬ 
mended  to  mercy,  but  there  was 
one  of  them  (Bridport)  who, 
having  been  found  guilty  of  a 
capital  crime,  ought  not  to  ex¬ 
pect  any  mercy.  The  part  of 
his  duty,  which  he  would  execute 
with  the  greateft  pleafure,  would 
be,  he  faid,  to  reprefent  at  the 
foot  of  the  throne,  fuch  fa¬ 
vourable  circumftances  as  had  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  trials.  But  he  ob- 
ferved,  as  in  compafiion  and  juftice 
to  all  the  people  of  the  kingdom, 
it  was  impoffible  to  Ihew  mercy  to 
all  that  had  been  condemned,  he 
advifed  each  convict  to  look  upon 
himfelf  as  one  of  thofe  who  were 
not  to  experience  any  mercy. 


Remarkable  Actions  at  Sea* 
Admiralty -office,  July  22,  1 7 80. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  fro?n  the  Hon¬ 
ourable  Captain  Waldegraace ,  of 
his  Majefy's  Ship  La  Prudente , 
to  Mr.  Stephens ,  dated  Spithead , 
July  18,  1780. 

ON  the  4th  inftant,  being  on 
a  cruize  with  the  Licorne  in 
company,  at  ten  o’clock  A.  M. 
Cape  Ortugal  then  bearing  fouth 
by  weft,  diftance  24  leagues,  the 
Licorne  made  the  fignal  for  feeing 
s  fail  to  the  N.  W.  and  a  thick 


fog  then  difperfing,  we  difeovered 
a  large  ftiip  bearing  down  to  us : 
I  immediately  made  the  fignal  to 
chace,  foon  after  which  the  Chace 
hauling  her  wind,  being  then 
only  fix  miles  diftance  from  us, 
we  clearly  difeovered  her  to  be  a 
large  frigate,  which  from  her 
conftru&ion  we  concluded  to  be 
French. 

As  we  had  light  winds  and 
calms  the  whole  day,  it  was  half 
paft  eleven  P.  M.  ere  I  found  my- 
felf  within  clofe  piftol  ftiot  of  her. 
The  fignals  Ihe  now  made,  both 
with  rockets  and  lights,  con¬ 
vincing  me  that  Ihe  was  an  enemy, 
I  immediately  began  to  engage 
her;  and  at  half  paft  four  A.  M, 
(he  hauled  down  her  colours  to  his 
majefty’s  fhips  La  Prudente  and 
Licorne. 

She  proved  to  be  La  Capricieufe* 
a  French  frigate,  eight  days  from 
L’Orient,  pierced  for  44  guns, 
but  mounting  only  32 ;  comple¬ 
ment  308  men.  She  was  launched 
in  March  laft,  meafured  1 100  tons, 
and  was  one  of  the  fineft  frigates  I 
ever  faw. 

I  am  very  forry  to  fay,  that  the 
condition  of  the  prize  was  fuch  (as 
their  lordfhips  may  obferve  from 
the  report  of  the  furvey)  as  ren¬ 
dered  it  impracticable  to  efcort 
her  to  England.  Indeed  the  very 
heavy  lofs  I  have  fuftained  in  the 
aCtion,  and  unfortunately  having 
20  fick  on  fhore  and  many  on 
board,  made  it  abfolutely  impofli- 
ble  for  me  to  give  her  the  neceftary 
afiiftance  for  that  purpofe;  I  there¬ 
fore,  after  removing  the  prifoners, 
fet  her  on  fire. 

Finding  from  the  condition  of 
my  ftiip  the  utter  impofiibility  of 
executing  my  orders,  I  have  there¬ 
fore  given  dire&ions  to  Captain 

Cadogan, 
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Cadogan,  the  commander  of  his 
snajefty’s  fhip  Licorne,  to  put  them 
Into  immediate  execution. 

Motwithftanding  our  Teeming 
fuperiority,  I  hope  the  return  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  will  fuffi- 
©lently  evince*  that  my  officers 
and  fhip’s  company  have  acquitted 
themfelves  in  the  molt  gallant  and 
fpirited  manner.  Indeed  I  feel 
3tis  impofiible  to  dd  juftice  to  their 
merits. 

In  juftice  to  Lieutenant  Banks 
of  the  marines,  I  mu  ft  beg  leave 
to  obferve  to  their  lordfhips,  that 
his  party  behaved  with  the  utmoft 
iteadinefs  and  bravery,  keeping  up 
a  regular  and  conftant  fire  from 
the  beginning  of  the  adtion,  till 
neceffity  called  them  to  the  great 
guns,  where  they  fhewed  an  equal 
ihare  of  fpirit  and  good  order. 

But  while  I  am  thus  giving 
thofe  weli-deferved  encomiums  to 
his  Britannic  Majefty’s  fubjedts,  I 
Ihould  feel  myfelf  in  honour  bound 
to  give  his  enemies,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  merits  they  are  fo  truly 
deferving,  did  not  the  condition 
©f  the  fhip*  and  the  heavy  lofs 
they  have  fuftained,  fufhciently 
fpeak  their  praifes.  I  muft  beg 
leave  to  add,  in  honour  to  M.  de 
Cheavel,  who  commanded  La  Ca- 
pricieufe  at  the  time  fhe  furren- 
dered,  that  the  colours  were  npt 
hauled  down  till  the  fhip  had  five 
feet  water  in  her  hold. 

Monf.  de  Ranfanne  and  Monf. 
de  Fontaine,  the  firft  and  fecond 
captains,  both  fell  in  the  adlion; 
but  as  to  their  farther  lols,  we  are 
as  yet  ignorant,being  unacquainted 
with  the  number  of  prifoners  on 
board  the  Licorne ;  but  from  a 
rough  calculation  of  their  officers, 
they  muft  have  at  Jeaft  joo  killed 
and  wounded. 


It  is  with  infinite  concern  that 
I  acquaint  their  lordfhips,  that 
Lieutenant  Ellifon  ftands  fcremoft 
on  the  lift  of  the  wounded,  having 
been  very  feverely  bruifed  in  the 
back,  and  his  right  arm  carried 
off  by  a  fhot.  I  muft  beg  leave  to 
recommend  his  misfortunes,  and 
the  great  intrepidity  he  fhewed 
during  the  a&ion,  to  their  lord¬ 
fhips  moft  particular  attention. 

A  lift  of  the  hilled  and  'wounded  ca 
board  his  majefty’s  Jhip  La  Prudente • 

Killed . 

Mr.  John  Difmond,  Mr.*j 
Richard  Montgomery,  I 
Mr.  Thomas  England,  >  4 

Mr. William  Difmond,  I 
Midfhipmen  -  -  -J 
Seamen  -  -  -  -  -  if 


Marine  -  -  -  -  - 

1 

'  Total 

17 

W ounded . 

Mr.  Jofeph  Ellifon,  fe-  7 

cond  lieutenant  -  -  1 

1 

Mr.  William  M‘Carty,  7 

midfhipman  -  -  -  j 

1 

Seamen  -  -  -  -  - 

2C 

Marines  -  -  -  -  - 

J* 

4 

Total 

3i 

Since  dead  of 
their  wounds „ 
Seamen  z 

Marine  ------  i 

Total  killed  and  wounded  48 

LICORNE. 

3  killed;  7  wounded. 

I  am,  &c. 

Wm,  Waldegrave. 

Purfuant 
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Purfuant  to  an  order  from  the  ed  three  fail  in  the  N.  W.  mak- 


Hon.  William  Waldegrave,  Com- 
mander  of  his  majelly’s  fliip  La 
Prudente,  of  this  day^  date,  to 
us  directed,  we  whole  names  'are 
under-mentioned,  have  been  on 
board  the  prize  frigate  La  Ca- 
pricienfe,  and  have  there  taken  a 
ilrift  and  careful  furvey  on.  her, 
and  find  as  follows,  viz. 

The  fore-mall  wounded  in  fe- 
veral  places. 

The  foretop-rnall  over  the  fide. 

The  main-mad  laying  fore  and 
aft  the  deck,  being  gone  about 
ten  feet  above  the  main  deck. 

The  mizen-mall  Ihot  in  feveral 
places. 

The  mizen^top-mad  the  fame. 

All  her  fpare  yards  and  top 
mads  rendered  unferviceabie  with 

fhot. 

A  number  of  fliot-holes  betwixt 
wind  and  water. 

Many  other  damages  about  the 
fhip,  and,  when  we  left  her,  fix 
feet  water  in  the  hold. 

And  we  do  declare  we  have 
made  and  taken  this  furvey  with 
fuch  care  and  equity,  that,  if 
required,  we  are  ready  to  make 
oath  to  the  impartiality  of  our 
proceedings. 

Given  under  our  hands,  on 
board  the  prize  frigate  La 
Capricieufe,  at  fea,  this 
6th  of  J uly,  1780. 

John  Richardson,  Carpenter. 
John  Spasbatt,  Carpenter, 

SI  R  James  Wallace,  Captain 
of  his  majefty’s  fliip  Nonfuch, 
in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Stephens,  dated 
at  Falmouth,  the  ill  ind.  gives 
an  account  that  while  his  boats 
were  employed  in  burning  the 
frigate  off  the  Loire,  he  obferv- 

Vol.  xxnr. 

* 


ing  dgnals  to  each  other,  to  which 
lie  immediately  gave  chafe,  and 
about  midnight  came  up  with 
and  clofely  engaged  one  of  them  ; 
that  after  a  defence  of  more  than, 
two  hours  fhe  druck,  and  proved 
to  be  La  Belle  Poule,  mounted 
with  32  guns,  twelve  pounders, 
commanded  by  the  Chevalier  Ker- 
gariou,  and  275  men  ;  that  the 
captain  and  24  men  were  killed, 
the  fecond  captain,  with  feveral 
officers  and  men,  to  the  amount 
of  50,  were  wounded  ;  and  that 
the  Nonfuch  had  three  men  killed 
and  ten  wounded,  two  of  whom 
haye  fince  died. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Wil¬ 
liam  Peer  Williams,  of  his  Ma- 
jefy^s  Ship  Flora,  to  Mr.  Ste¬ 
phens,  dated  Falmouth,  the  13 th 
of  Augufl,  1780. 

S  I  R, 

BEG  ydu  will  communicate  to 
the  Lords  Commiffioners  of 
the  Admiralty  the  following  par¬ 
ticulars,  which  I  have  the  plea- 
fure  of  transmitting  to  you  from 
this  port,  where  contrary  winds 
have  obliged  me  to  put  in. 

On  Thurfday  the  loth  inflant, 
at  half  pall  four  in  the  afternoon. 
Handing  in  under  XJfhant,  in  quell 
of  the  fleet,  the  wind  at  that  time 
about  E.  N.  E.  we  difcovered 
through  the  haze  a  fquare  rigged 
veilel  and  cutter  under  our  lee, 
]ying-to  with  their  heads  to  the 
northward,  diflan t  from  us  about 
four  miles  ;  whereupon  vve  made 
fail,  beat  to  quarters,  and  edged 
towards  them,  which  the  fliip  per¬ 
ceiving,  wore,  hauled  to  the  wind, 
backed  her  mizen  top  fail, ''and 
\T]  waited 
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waited  our  approach,  the  cutter 
working  off  and  on.  At  ten  mi¬ 
nutes  pad:  five  we  got  abreaff  of 
her,  and,  within  two  cables  length, 
upon  (hewing  our  colours,  receiv¬ 
ed  her  fire,  which  we  infiantly  re¬ 
turned,  and  continued  brifkly  on 
both  fides  for  about  an  hour,  gra¬ 
dually  nearing  each  other;  when 
our  wheel  being  [hot  away,  our 
fhrouds,  back  flays,  and  running 
tigging  much  cut,  we  dropped  on 
board  of  her,  and  continued  the 
engagement  in  that  pofition  about 
13  minutes  ;  the  enemy  then  de¬ 
fer  t.ed  their  great  guns,  attempted 
to  board  us,  but  were  inftantly  re¬ 
paired  with  lofs.  Our  people 
boarded  them  in  return,  fword  in 
hand,  ftruck  their  colours,  and' in 
a  fhort  time  took  poffeffion  of  the 
fhip,  which  proved  to  be  a  French 
frigat  ?,  called  La  Mymphe,  corn*, 
xnanded  by  the  Chevalier  Du  (Re¬ 
main,  who  died  the  fame  even¬ 
ing  of  the  wounds  he  received  in 
the  a <51  ion.  She  is  four  years  old, 
is  copper-bottomed,  mounts  32 
guns,  though  pierced  for  40,  and 
her  complement  confided  of  291 
men.  She  had  been  only  four 
days  out  of  Breft,  and  was  em¬ 
ployed  upon  reconnoitring  fervlce 
off  that  port. 

Before  I  conclude  my  letter  I 
beg  leave  to  add,  that  my  officers 
and  people  in  general  [hewed  the 
greateft  coolnefs  and  intrepidity 
gn  this  occafion,  and  indeed  me- 
2 it  more  encomiums  than  I  can 
find  words  to  exprefs  ;  their  con¬ 
duct  will,  I  flatter  myfelf,  meet 
with  their  lord  (hips  approbation, 
and  recommend  them  to  their  fu¬ 
ture  favour. 

I  am,  &c, 

W.  P.  Williams. 


Return  of  Killed  and  Wounded  on 
board  the  Flora. 

Killed.  Mr.  Biffet,  Midffiip- 
man  1.  Seamen  6.  Marines  2, 
Total  killed  9. 

Wounded.  Mr.  Creed,  maf- 
ter  1.  Seamen  13.  Marines  4. 
Total  killed  and  wounded  27. 
Seamen  fmee  dead  1 .  Marines  2* 
N.  B.  The  Flora  mounted  36 
guns,  and  had  on  board  when, 
the  action  began  259  men. 

On  board  the  La  Nymphe. 
Killed.  Firft  captain,  fecond 
ditto,  firft  lieutenant,  3,  Other 
officers,  feamen,  and  marines, 
60.  Killed  63. 

Wounded.  The  fecond  lieu¬ 
tenant,  two  officers  of  marines, 
two  volunteers,  live  other  officers, 
feamen,  and  marines,  63.  Total 
killed  and  wounded  131* 

Admiralty -office 3  Augnfi  26,  1780. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Mac- 
bride,  of  his  Majefiy^s  Ship  Bien- 
faifant,  to  Mr.  Stephens,  dated 
at  Sea,  Augufi  13,  1780. 

S  I  R, 

W  ROTE  to  you,  for  the  in¬ 
formation  of  their  lord  Blips, 
on  my  arrival  at  Cork,  the  intel¬ 
ligence  I  had  received,  and  the 
heps  I  intended  to  take  in  confe- 
quence.  The  Charon  arrived  on 
the  nth  -i  affiant.  1  failed  with 
the  convoy  next  day,  having  the 
Charon,  Licorne,  and  Huffar  in 
company.  As  many  of  the  convoy 
Bill  remained,  I  ordered  the  Li¬ 
corne  and  Huffar  to  keep  off  the 
harbouffs  mouth  to  haften  them, 
whiift  the  Bienfaifant  and  Charon 
lay-to  with  thofe  that  were  out. 
At  day-light  we  had  drbve  down 
as  far  as  the  Old  Head  of  Kin  fade, 
when  I  obferved  a  large  fail  in 
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the  fouth-eaft  in  chafe  of  fome  of 
the  convoy ;  he  was  foon  chafed 
in  turn,  the  Charon  in  company; 
the  other  two  frigates  were  out  of 
light  of  Cork.  About  half  pall 
feven  we  came  up  with  her.  It  is 
fomething  lingular,  that  the  aflion 
on  both  fides  began  with  mufque- 
try  ;  he  hoifted  Englilh  colours, 
and  kept  his  fire:  I  determined  to 
do  the  fame :  as  we  ranged  within 
piilol-fhot,  fome  converfation  pall¬ 
ed  between  us.  In  this  mode  we 
got  fo  forward  on  his  bow,  that 
neither  his  bow  or  our  quarter 
guns  would  bear.  Being  certain 
what  the  fhip  was,  I  then  ordered 
the  fmall  arms  on  the  poop  to  be¬ 
gin  ;  fhe  returned  it,  and  hoifled 
her  proper  colours.  It  was  fome 
little  time  before  I  could  regulate 
my  fail,  and  place  my  fhip  :  they 
had  determined  to  board  us,  and 
adled  fo  to  favour  the  defign.  It 
was  a  daring,  though  unfuccefs- 
ful  attempt.  After  an  hour  and 
ten  minutes  fmart  adlion,  her  rig¬ 
ging  and  fails  cut  to  pieces,  twen¬ 
ty-one  men  killed  and  thirty-five 
men  wounded,  fhe  flruck*  and 
proved  to  be  the  Comte  d’Artois, 
of  64  guns,  upwards  of  644  men, 
a  private  fhip  of  war,  commanded 
by  the  Chevalier  Clonard,  a  Lieu¬ 
tenant  de  Vaiffeaux*  who  is  flight- 
ly  wounded  in  the  adtion.  "liis 
brothers,  the  one  a  colonel,  the 
other  colonel  en  fecond,  in  the 
Irifh  legion  of  that  name,  are  on 
board  ;  likevvife  a  Lieutenant 
Perry  of  the  Monarch  ;  and  the 
people  who  were  taken  on  board 
the  Margaritta  prize.  The  Bien- 
faifant  had  three  killed*  and 
twenty-two  wounded;  furniture 
cut  of  courfe  ;  but  the  mads  and 
yards  not  materially  injured. 
There  was  one  man  flightly 


wounded  in  the  Charon.  I  brought 
to,  to  rent ;  and  the  convoy  of  99 
fail  proceeded  on  with  a  very  frefh 
and  fair  wind.  The  Licorne  is 
in  company  ;  the  flcady  gallantry 
of  my  officers  and  men  did  them 
honour.  I  beg  in  particular  to 
recommend  my  fir  ft  lieutenant  Sir 
Thomas  Lewis  to  their  lordfhips 
notice. 

I  am,  &c. 

John  Macs  ride* 

Extrac f?  of  a  Letter  from  Nathaniel 
Davidfon,  Ejq ;  his  Majefly' s  Con- 
ful  General  at  Algiers,  to  the 
Earl  of  HillfDorough,  one  of  his 
El  aye  fly's  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State  ;  dated  Algiers,  Septem¬ 
ber  8,  1 7 Bo,  received  Octo¬ 

ber  1 1 . 

H  E  conduft  and  fuccefs  of 
1  Captain  Edward  Moor,  com¬ 
manding  the  Fame  private  fhip  of 
war,  of  Dublin,  on  a  late  occa- 
fion,  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  elteem- 
ed  fufficiently  remarkable  for  my 
troubling  your  lordfhip  with  the 
Following  particulars : 

He  failed  from  Mahon  the  2cth 
of  laft  month,  and  receiving  ad¬ 
vice  foon  after  of  the  departure  of 
five  French  veffels,  all  letters  of 
marque,  from  Marfeilles,  bound 
for  the  Welt-Indies,  determined 
to  go  in  quelt  of  them.  On  the 
25th  he  defcried  five  fail  near  the 
Span  i fh  coaft,  which  correfponded 
with  his  intelligence  ;  but  as  they 
were  at  a  diltance,  and  the  day 
was  far  fpent,  he  judged  it  pru¬ 
dent  not  to  make  a  iliew  of  purfu- 
ing  them*  that  he  might  have  a 
better  chance  to  fucceed  in  get¬ 
ting  betwixt  them  and  the  land 
at  night,  which  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  effedt.  He  found  him- 

[rj  2  *  f#if 


29a]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780. 


felf  at  day-light  next  morning  off 
Cape  deGat,and  about  two  leagues 
from  the  five  fhips,  that  were  to¬ 
gether,  and  formed  in  a  line  to 
receive  him.  At  half  pall  fix, 
when  he  was  within  gun-fhot,  they 
lioifled  French  colours,  and  dif- 
charged  their  broad  Tides-  Captain 
Moor  bore  down  upon  them,  and 
though  they  continued  their  fire 
without  interruption,  referved  his 
till  he  was  within  piftol-fhot  of  the 
largeil,  which  firuck  after  an  en¬ 
gagement  of  three  quarters  of  an 
hour.  Without  flopping  to  fend 
any  of  his  people  on  board,  he 
proceeded  to  engage  the  fecond, 
and  took  her,  after  a  fhort  refin¬ 
ance.  He  left  an  officer  and  fe- 
ven  men  in  this  prize,  with  or¬ 
ders  to  look  after  the  former,  till 
he  returned  from  purfuing  the 
threle  remaining  veffels,  which  he 
obfcrved  were  making  fail  to  get 
away.  He  came  up  with  and  took 
two  of  them  ;  the  other  efcaped. 
The  largefl  fhip  is  called  Les 
Deux  Freres,  pierced  for  twenty 
guns,  mounting  fourteen  fix  poun¬ 
ders,  and  fifty-five  men,  (fifteen 
of  whom  got  off  in  a  boat)  ;  the 
fecond,  L’Univers,  (the  captain  of 
which  was  killed)  pierced  for 
eighteen  guns,  carries  twelve  four 
pounders,  and  forty-one  men,  lit¬ 
tle  inferior  in  fize  to  the  Deux 
Freres  ;  the  third,  the  Zephyr, 
(formerly  his  majefly’s  fioop) 
pierced  for  fourteen  guns,  mount¬ 
ing  ten  three  pounders,  and  thirty- 
two  men  ;  the  fourth,  the  Nancy, 
a  pink  of  two  fix  pounders,  two 
two  pounders,  and  eighteen  men. 
They  all  got  fafe  into  this  bay  on 
the  29th  of  laft  month,  about  ten 
©’clock  a.t  night. 

Captain  Moor’s  gallant  beha¬ 
viour  has  been  taken  great  notice 


of  by  the  officers  of  this  regency, 
and  his  humane  and  generous 
treatment  of  his  prifoners  been  ad¬ 
mired  by  every  body  ;  indeed  fo 
much,  that  Monf.  de  la  Vallee, 
French  Conful  General  here, 
thought  it  incumbent  6n  him  to 
write  a  line  to  me  to  exprefs  his 
fenfe  of  it,  in  the  flrongefl  terms 
of  encomium  and  gratitude. 

The  Fame  mounts  twenty  guns, 
fix  pounders,  on  one  deck,  and 
four  upon  her  quarter  deck,  viz. 
two  four  pounders,  and  two  three 
pounders,  and  108  men. 


Short  Account  of  the  Deflation  tnade 
in  federal  of  the  Well  India 
If  and s  by  the  late  Hurricanes . 

N  the  3d  of  October  laft,  a 
moil  dreadful  convulfion  of 
nature,  almofl  overwhelmed  the 
little  Tea-port  town  of  Savannah- 
la-Mer  on  the  ifland  of  Jamaica, 
with  the  adjacent  country.  About 
one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  the 
gale  began  from  the  S.  E.  and 
continued  increafing  with  accumu¬ 
lated  violence  until  four,  when  it 
veered  to  the  fouth,  and  became 
a  perfecl  temped,  which  lafled  in 
full  force  till  near  eight ;  it  then 
abated.  The  fea,  during  the  laff 
period,  exhibited  a  moil  awful 
fcene  ;  the  waves,  fwelled  to  an 
amazing  height,  rufhed  with  an 
impetuofity  not  to  be  defcribed  on 
the  land,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
determined  the  fate  of  all  the 
houfes  on  the  bay.  Thofe  whofe 
flrength,  or  prefence  of  mind, 
enabled  them  to  feek  their  fafety 
in  the  Savannah,  took  refuge  in 
the  miferable  remains  of  the  habi¬ 
tations  there,  moil  of  which  were 
f  blovvE 
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blown  down,  or  To  much  damaged 
by  the  ftorm,  as  to  be  hardly  ca¬ 
pable  of  affording  a  comfortable 
fhelter  to  the  wretched  fufferers. — 
In  the  Court-houfe,  40  perfons, 
whites,  and  of  colour,  fought  an 
afylum,  but  miferably  periflied  by 
the  prelfure  of  the  roof  and  fides, 
which  fell  upon  them.  Numbers 
were  faved  in  that  part  of  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Finlayfon,  that 
luckily  withftood  the  violence  of 
the  temped, — himfelf,  and  ano¬ 
ther  gentleman  had  left  it,  when 
the  wind  forced  open  the  door, 
and  carried  away  the  whole  lee 
fide  of  it,  and  fought  their  fafety 
under  the  wall  of  an  old  kitchen, 
but  finding  they  mull  inevitably 
perifti  in  that  lituation,  they  re¬ 
turned  to  the  houfe,  determined 
to  fubmit  to  their  fate.  About 
ten  the  waters  began  to  abate,  and 
at  that  time  a  fmart  fhock  of  an 
earthquake  was  felt.  All  the  fmall 
veffels  in  the  bay  were  driven  on 
fhore,  and  dafhed  to  pieces.  The 
flips  Princefs  Royal,  Capt.  Ruth- 
win  ;  Henry,  Richardfon  ;  and 
A uf in-Hall,  Auftin  ;  were  forced 
from  their  anchors,  and  carried  fo 
far  into  the  morafs*  that  they  will 
never  be  got  off.  The  earthquake 
lifted  the  Princefs  Royal  from  her 
beam  ends,  righted  her,  and  fixed 
her  in  a  firm  bed  ;  this  circum- 
fance  has  been  of  great  ufe  to  the 
furviving  inhabitants,  for  whofe 
accommodation  fhe  now  ferves  as 
a  houfe. 

The  morning  ufhered  in  a  feene 
too  flocking  for  defeription.  — 
Bodies  of  the  dead  and  dying, 
fcattered  about  where  the  town 
flood,  prefented  themfelves  to  the 
agonizing  view  of  thofe  whofe 
charity  led  them  in  quefc  of  the 
remains  of  their  unhappy  fellow- 
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creatures  !  The  number  who  have 
perifhed  is  not  yet  precifely  afeer- 
tained,  butitis  imagined  50  whites, 
and  150  perfons  of  colour,  are  loft. 
- — Amongft  them  are  numbered 
Doctor  King,  his  wife,  and  four 
children,  his  partner,  Mr.  Nelbit, 
a  carpenter,  and  24  negroes,  all 
in  one  houfe. — -Dr.  Lightfoot,  and 
Mr.  Antrobus,  were  found  dead 
in  the  ftreets.  In  the  whole  pa- 
rifh,  it  is  faid,  there. are  not  five 
dwelling-houfes,  and  not  one  fet 
of  w'orks  remaining;  the  plantain 
walks  are  all  deftroyed  ;  every  cane 
piece  levelled  ;  feveral  white  peo¬ 
ple,  and  feme  hundreds  of  negroes, 
killed. 

In  the  adjoining  parilh  of  St. 
Elizabeth,  although  the  face  of 
the  country  wore  a  lefs  horribleaf- 
petft  than  at  Weftmcreland,  much 
damage  was  done,  and  feveral 
lives  loft. 

Our  accounts  from  Lucea, 
though  not  particular,  are  terri¬ 
ble.  — -  The  town,  except  two 
houfes,  thofe  of  Meffrs.  Campbell, 
and  the  adjoining  tenement  of 
Mr.  Lyons,  is  levelled  to  the 
ground  ;  many  lives  loft,  and  in 
the  whole  parifh  of  Hanover  but 
three  houfes  ftanding— not  a  tree, 
bufh,  or  cane  to  be  feen-^— univer- 
fal  defolation  prevails  !  Of  the 
perfons  loft,  we  can  only  as  yet 
name  Meffrs.  Aaron  and  Solo¬ 
mon  Dias  Fernandes,  two  an* 
tient  gentlemen  of  the  Jewifti  na¬ 
tion,  one  aged  81,  and  the  other 
80,  of  refpedlable  and  venerable 
chara&ers.— -Three  young  ladies* 
Miffes  Samuels,  at  Green  Ifiand. 
— -  The  elegant  houfe  of  John 
Campbell,  Efq;  at  Salt-fpring  ; 
Kendall  and  Campbell-town  ;  and 
that  of  Mr.  Chambers,  at  Batche- 
lor’s-hall. — Capt.  Darling,  Mrs. 
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Barling,  and  Mr.  Moxham,  were 
dragged  out,  barely  alive,  from 
the  ruins  of  an  arch  that  fupport- 
ed  a  flight  of  fteps,  under  which 
they  had  flickered  themfelves.— - 
Fourteen  or  fifteen  people  of  co¬ 
lour  were  ln  3  Acre  that 

fell  in  upon  them. 

At  Montego-bay,  the  tempeft 
increafed  (accompanied  with  in- 
ceflant  rain)  to  fuch  an  amaz- 
ing  degree,  as,  about  dark,  to 
threaten  general  ruin  and  de- 
ftrudiion.  The  darknefs  of  the 
night  added  frefh  horror  to  the 
general  apprehenfions,  and  a  cir- 
cumftance  which,  on  ordinary  oc¬ 
casions,  would  be  considered  as 
peculiarly  terrifying— the  immenfe 
and  prodigious  flalhes  of  lightning 
which  regularly  fucceeded  each 
other,  was  an  alleviation  to  the 
general  confternation,  and  the  on¬ 
ly  fecurity  to  the  very  few  whofe 
particular  Situation  permitted  or 
inclined  them  to  venture  through 
the  fireets,  and  afford  comfort  and 
relief  to  the  diftreffes  of  their 
neighbours.  From  12  o’clock, 
from  the  bell  of  our  information, 
and  our  own  recolleflion,  the 
ftorm  began  to  abate;  but  the 
many  inftances  of  defolation  and 
dill  refs  which  even  then  prefented 
themfelves  to  our  view,  and  which 
we  began  to  be  apprized  of  from 
different  quarters  of  the  town,  af¬ 
forded  fuggeftions  to  the  mind, 
which  rendered  the  approach  of  the 
morning  truly  horrible. 

It  is  impoffible  at  prefent  to 
recount  the  particular  Ioffes  of 
every  individual ;  many  houfes  in 
this  town  have  been  deflroyed  ; 
among  the  principal  fufferers  are, 
Mr,  Vincent,  Dr.  Mutterfhed, 
the  eftate  of  James  Lugg,  Mr. 
W’hitahejf,  Mr.  Afthert,  and  the 


barracks  at  Fort  Frederick.  Tli@ 
darknefs  of  the  night  rendered  it 
impoffible  to  attend  to  the  fate  of 
the  fhips  "Ladras,  Adventurer,  and 
Lenox,  which  were  in  the  harbour 
when  the  ftorm  commenced  ;  the 
mod  probable  and  favourable  con¬ 
jecture  which  could  be  made  upon 
their  being  milled  in  the  morning, 
was  their  having  put  to  fea  in  the 
night,  and  no  fymptoms  of  wrecks 
having  yet  appeared  to  difcredit 
this  conjedlure,  we  are  in  hourly 
and  impatient  expectation  of  fee¬ 
ing  them,  or  hearing  of  their  be¬ 
ing  fafe.  All  the  Imaller  craft  in 
the  harbour,  together  with  the 
Blip  Petersfield,  which  had  been 
preferved  and  repaired  after  the 
Ihipvvreck  of  laft  February,  are  all 
totally  loft;  and  the  brigantine  jane, 
which  had  gone  down  a  few  days 
before  to  Great  River,  as  a  place 
of  apparent  fafetv,  has  been  driven 
afhore,  but  we  are  informed  will 
be  got  off  with  very  little  da¬ 
mage. 

Our  informations  from  the 
country  are  truly  alarming  ;  few 
eftates  in  this  parilh  have  efcaped 
without  feme  damage,  many  fets 
of  works  and  d welling-houfes  are 
thrown  down,  the  canes  in  gene¬ 
ral  have  fuffered  much,  but  the 
lofs  of  ail  the  plantain  works 
without  exception  is  an  aggrava¬ 
tion  of  the  general  calamity  which 
cannot  fail  of  exciting  fentiments 
of  companion,  and  regret  for  the 
condition  of  our  fellow-creatures, 
who  may  duffer  for  the  lofs  of  the 
moft  effential  part  of  their  fup- 
port.  What  we  have  recited  falls 
far  fhort  of  accounts  which  we 
hourly  receive  of  the  damage  done 
in  Hanover  and  W.eftmoreland  ; 
at  Lucea-bay  only  two  houfes  re¬ 
main,  and  his  majefly’s  fioop 

Badger, 
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Badger,  lying  in  that  harbour, 
has  loft  all  her  mails  and  run  on 
Shore. 

Another  furious  Lempeft,  net  lefs  vio¬ 
lent  than  the  former ,  happened  on 
the  10 thy  and  laid  waft e  fever al 
of  the  Leeward  Iftands . 

The  following  is  the  Journal  of  what 
paffed  at  Barbadoes  from  the 
qth  of  Oflober  until  the  1 6th . 

TH  E  evening  preceding  the 
hurricane,  the  9th  of  Ofto- 
ber,  was  remarkably  calrA,  but 
the’fky  furpri  Singly  red  and  fiery  ; 
during  the  night  much  rain  fell. 
On  the  morning  of  the  10th, 
much  ram  and  wind  from  N.  Wb 
Bv  ten  o’clock  it  increafed  very 
much  ;  by  one,  the  fhips  in  the 
bav  drove;  by  four  o  clocic,  the 
Albemarle  frigate  (the  only  man 
of  war  then  here)  parted  her  an¬ 
chors  and  went  to  fea,  as  oid 
all  the  other  veftels  in  the  har^- 
hour.  Soon  after,  by  fix  o’clock, 
the  wind  had  torn  up  and  blown 
down  many  trees,  and  foreboded 
a  mod  violent  tempeft.  At  the 
Government  Houfe  every  precau¬ 
tion  was  taken  to  guard  againxt 
what  might  happen  ;  the  doors 
and  windows  were  barricadoed  up, 
but  it  availed  little.  By  ten 
o’clock  the  wind  forced  itfelf  a 
paftage  through  the  houfe  mom 
the  N.  N.  W.  and  the  tempeft 
increafing  every  minute,  the  fa¬ 
mily  took  to  'the  center  of  the 
buildine,  imagining  from  the  pro- 
digious^ftrength  of  the  walls,  they 
being  three  feet  thick,  and  from 
its  circular  form,  it  would  have 
with  Hood  the  wind’s  utmolt  rage  . 
however,  by  half  after  eleven 
o’clock,  they  were  obliged  to  re¬ 
treat  to  the  cellar,  the  wind  hav¬ 


ing  forced  its  way  into  every  part, 
and  torn  off  moft  of  the  roof^ 
From  this  afylum  they  were  foon 
driven  out ;  the  water  being  flop¬ 
ped  in  its  paftage,  having  found 
itfelf  a  courfe  into  the  cellar,  they 
knew  not  where  to  go  ;  the  water 
had  rofe  four  feet,  and  the  ruins 
were  falling  from  all  quarters,  i  o 
continue  in  the  cellar  was  impof- 
fible  ;  to  return  to  the  houfe  equal¬ 
ly  fo  ;  the  only  chance  left  was 
making  for  the  fields,  which  at 
that  time,  appeared  equally  dan¬ 
gerous  :  it  was  however  attempt¬ 
ed,  and  the  family  were  fo  fortu¬ 
nate  as  to  get  to  the  ruins  of  the 
foundation  of  the  rlagftaft,  which 
foon  after  giving  way,  every  one 
endeavoured  to  find  a  retreat  for 
himfelf;  the  governor,  and  the 
few  that  remained,  were  thrown 
down,  and  it  was  with  great  dif¬ 
ficulty  they  gained  the  cannon, 
under  the  carriage  of  which  they 
took  fhelter:  their  fituation  here 
was  highly  deplorable  ;  many  of 
the  cannon  were  moved,  and  they 
had  reafon  to  fear  that  under 
which  they  fat  might  be  difmount- 
ed,  and  crufh  them  by  its  fall, 
or  that  fome  of  the  ruins  that  were 
flying  about  would  put  an  end  to 
their  exiitence  ;  and  to  render  the 
feene  Hill  more  dreadful,  they  had 
much  to  fear  from  the  powder  ma¬ 
gazine,  near  which  they  were ; 
the  armoury  was  level  with  the 

ground,  and  the  arms,  See.  Scat¬ 
tered  about.  Anxioufty  did  they 
wait  the  break  of  day,  flattering 
themfelves,  that  with  the  light 

they  would  fee  a  ceflation  of  the 

Form;  yet  when  it  appeared,  th 
tempeft  was  httie  aDated,  an 
the  day  ferved  but, to  exhibit  the 
moft  melancholy  profpedl  imagin¬ 
able  ;  nothing  can  be  compared  wit  h 
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the  terrible  devaluation  that  pre- 
fented  itfelf  on  all  Tides  ;  not  a 
building  Handing  ;  the  trees,  if 
not  torn  up  by  their  roots,  de¬ 
prived  of  their  leaves  and  branches ; 
and  the  moft  luxuriant  fpring 
changed  in  this  one  night  to 
the  dreariell  winter.  In  vain 
was  it  to  look  round  for  fhelter ; 
houfes,  that  from  their  fituation 
it  was  imagined  would  have 
been  in  a  degree' protected,  were, 
all  flat  with  the  earth,  and  the 
jriiferable  owners,  if  they  were  fo 
fortunate  as  to  efcape  with  their 
lives,  were  left  without  a  cover¬ 
ing  for  themfelves  and  family. 

General  Vaughan  was  early 
obliged  to  evacuate  his  houfe;  in 
efcaping  he  was  very  much  bruif- 
ed  ;  his  fecretary  was  fo  unfortu¬ 
nate  as  to  break  his  thigh.  No¬ 
thing  has  ever  happened  that  has 
caufed  fuch  univerfal  defolation. 
No  one  houfe  in  the  ifiand  is  ex¬ 
empt  from  damage.  Very  few 
buildings  are  left  Handing  on  the 
eHates.  The  devaluation  amongft 
the  negroes  and  cattle,  particularly 
of  the  horned  kind,  is  very  great, 
which  muH,  more  especially  in 
thefe  times,  be  a  caufe  of  great 
diHrefs  to  the  planters.  It  is  as 
yet  impoflible  to  make  any  accu¬ 
rate  calculation  of  the  number  of 
fouls  that  have  periflied  in  this 
dreadful  calamity ;  whites  and 
blacks  together,  it  is  imagined 
to  exceed  fome  thoufands.  Many 
were  buried  dn  the  ruins  of  the 
houfes  and  buildings.  Many  fell 
viftims  to  the  violence  of  the  Horm 
and  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
and  great  numbers  were  driven  into 
the  fea,  and  there  perifhed.  The 
troops  have  fuffered  inconfider* 
ably,  though  both  the  barracks 


and  hofpital  were  early  blown 
down.  Alarming  confequences 
were  dreaded  from  the  number  of 
dead  bodies  that  lay  uninterred,  and 
from  the  quantity  of  fifh  the  fea 
threw  up,  which  however  are  hap¬ 
pily  fubfided.  What  few  public 
buildings  there  were,  are  fallen  in 
the  general  wreck  ;  the  fortifica¬ 
tions  have  fuffered  very  conkder- 
ably.  The  buildings  were  all  de- 
molilhed  ;  for  fo  violent  was  the 
Horm  here,  when  a  Hilled  by  the 
fea,  that  a  twelve-pound  gun  was 
carried  from  the  fouth  to  the  north 
battery,  a  dillance  of  140  yards. 
The  lofs  to  this  country  is  im- 
menfe,  many  years  will  be  requir¬ 
ed  to  retrieve  it. 

General  Vaughan’s  attention  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Bridgetown  has 
been  very  great.  On  the  12th  of 
October  fuch  orders  were,  iffued 
to  the  troops,  and  obeyed  with 
fuch  alacrity,  that  every  thing 
was  kept  quiet  in  the  town,  which 
would  otherwife  have  been  in  great 
danger  of  being  plundered  by  the 
prifoners  of  war,  &c.  who  were  li- 
berated  by  the  demolition  of  the 
prifons,  and  are  now,  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  above  800,  difperfed  over 
the  town  and  country  ;  they,  how¬ 
ever,  under  this  controul,  behaved 
tolerably  well,  and  have  been  of 
much  fervice  to  the  inhabitants, 
who  have  given  them  employ¬ 
ment. 

On  the  13th  of  O&ober  the  go¬ 
vernor  went  to  Bridgetown,  iflued 
a  proclamation,  and  took  fuch 
Heps  as  appeared  of  utility  to  the 
inhabitants.  The  merchants,  &c» 
formed  an  affociation,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  committees  for  the  inter¬ 
ment  of  the  dead,  the  care  and 
diftribution  of  the  proViHons,  &c. 

They 
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They  voted  their  thanks  to  Gene¬ 
ral  Vaughan  and  the  troops  ;  to 
whom  they  propofed,  as  a  reward 
for  the  fervice  they  had  been  of  in 
protecting  their  property,  to  give 
them  a  fix-pence  per  diem ;  to 
which  Mr.  Shirley,  purveyor  to 
the  navy,  promifed  another  fix- 
pence.  A  floop  was  on  the  16th 
difpatched  to  St.  Lucia  to  Com¬ 
modore  Hotham,  with  the  melan¬ 
choly  tidings  of  the  dreadful 
calamity  that  has  befallen  the 
ifland,  requefling  of  him  to  fend 
a  frigate  to  England  with  the 
news. 

The  above  is  the  account  fent 
to  Lieut.  Gen.  Vaughan,  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  Leeward 
lllands,  and  by  him  tranfmitted 
to  Lord  G.  Germaine. 

Authentic  Accounts  from  other  If! and  $ 
are  as  follow  : 

At  Antigua  they  felt  no  bad  ef¬ 
fects  from  this  hurricane. 

At  St.  Chrillopher’s  many  vef- 
fels  were  forced  on  fhore. 

At  St.  Lucia  all  the  barracks 
and  huts  for  his  majelly’s  troops, 
and  other  buildings  in  the  ifland, 
were  blown  down,  and  the  ihips 
were  driven  to  fea  ;  his  majefiy’s 
fhi p  the  Amazon,  Captain  Finch, 
moll  miraculoufiy  efcaped  foun¬ 
dering  ;  Ihe  was  on  her  beam-ends 
for  many  hours  ;  fhe  lay  down  fo 
far  that  her  windward  guns  were 
in  the  wrater ;  had  many  men  wafli- 
ed  over  board,  others  drowned  on 
her  decks  ;  was  obliged  to  cut 
away  all  her  malls  and  bowfprit, 
but,  under  jury -malls,  fafely 
arrived  at  Englilh  harbour.  The 
Albemarle  blown  out  of  Barba- 
does,  cut  away  her  malls,  and  alfo 
put  into  Englilh  harbour.  Tbs 


Venus  cut  away  her  foremall,  loft 
her  bowfprit,  and  is  arrived  at 
Englilh  harbour; 

At  Dominica  they  have  greatly 
fuffered.  Every  building  in  St. 
Vincent  blown  down,  and  the 
town  dellroyed.  The  Juno,  a  new 
French  frigute  of  40  guns,  drove 
on  Ihore,  and  dallied  all  to  pieces. 
At  Grenada,  great  devallation  on 
fhore  ;  nineteen  fail  of  loaded 
Dutch  fnips  llranded  and  beat  to 
pieces. 

At  Martinique,  all  the  Ihips 
were  blown  off  the  ifland  that  were 
bringing  troops  and  provilions. 

On  the  12th  four  Ihips  founder¬ 
ed  in  Fort  Royal  Bay,  and  every 
foul  perilhed  ;  the  other  Ihips  were 
blown  out  of  the  Roadfe,  and  many 
mull  of  courfe  be  loft. 

In  the  noble  town  of  St.  Pierre 
every  houfe  is  down,  and  more 
than  1000  people  perilhed ;  at 
Fort  royal  town  the  cathedral,  the 
feven  churches,  and  other  noble 
and  religious  edifices,  the  gover¬ 
nor’s  houfe,  the  record-office, 
fenate  -  houfe,  prifons,  hofpitals, 
barracks,  llore-houfes  of  govern¬ 
ment  and  merchants,  and  upwards 
of  1400  other  houfes,  were  blown, 
down,  and  an  incredible  number 
of  perfons  loll  their  lives ;  the  new 
hofpital  of  Notre  Dame,  the  moll: 
convenient  and  elegant  in  the 
Well-Indies,  in  which  were  1600 
fick  and  wounded  patients,  was 
blown  down,  and  the  greatell  part 
of  them,  with  the  matrons,  nurfes, 
and  attendants,  &c.  buried  in  the 
ruins.  Every  llore -houfe  in  the 
dock-yard  is  blown  down,  and 
filled  with  ruins;  the  fick-houfe 
of  the  Ihip-wrights,  &c.  belonging 
to  the  yard,  lhared  the  fate  of  that 
of  Notre  Dame,  and  about  100 
perilhed. 
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By  the  reports  of  the  day,  the 
number  fuppofed  to  have  perifhed 
upon  the  ifiand,  including  ne¬ 
groes,  is  computed  at  upwards  of 
9000,  and  the  damage  at  upwards 
of  700,000  louis  d?ors. 

The  accounts  from  St.  Euka- 
tia,  a  Dutch  fettlement,  are  (if 
pofiible)  Hill  more  affedling.  On 
the  10th,  at  eleven  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  the  fey  on  a  fudden  blacken¬ 
ed  all  around  5  it  looked  as  dif- 
mal  as  night,  attended  with  the 
jnoft  violent  rains,  thunder,  light¬ 
ning,  and  wind, ever  before  known. 
In  the  afternoon  the  gale  increas¬ 
ed.  Seven  fhips  were  driven  on 
Ihore  near  North-Point,  and  daffi- 
ed  to  pieces  on  the  rocks  ;  they 
were  bound  for  Europe,  and  every 
foul,  officers  and  men,  periffied. 
Nineteen  other  fhips  cut  their  ca¬ 
bles,  and  ftood  to  fea  ;  only  one 
of  which  is  returned,  in  a  moil 
difmal  condition.  In  the  night 
every  houfe  to  the  northward  and 
Southward  was  blown  down,  or 
walked  away,  with  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  into  the  fea  ;  feme  few  only 
efcaping,  who  crawled  up  the 
mountains,  and  hid  themfelves  in 
large  holes.  The  heufes  to  the 
call  and  well  were  not  fo  much 
hurt,  till  the  afternoon  of  the 
nth,  when  the  wind  on  a  fudden 
fhifted  •  to  the  call  ward,  and  at 
night  it  blew  with  redoubled  fury, 
and  fwept  away  every  houfe.  The 
•principal  edifices  left  Handing  are 
the  new  and  old  fort,  the  States 
barracks  and  hcfpital,  with  the 
cathedral,  and  four  other  churches. 
The  deflruclion  of  people  on  this 
melancholy  event  is  reputed  (whites 
and  blacks)  to  be  between  4  and 
5000.  The  pecuniary  lofs  can¬ 
not  be  computed. 
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Copies  of  Letters  between  Lord  Hillf* 
borough,  and  the  Earl  of  Pem¬ 
broke,  on  the  DifmiJJion  of  the 
latter  from  the  Office  of  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  the  County  of 
Wilts. 

St.  T times’  s  ,  Feb.  14,  17 So. 
Mv  Lord, 

AM  much  concerned  that  it 
falls  to  my  lot  to  obey  the 
king’s  commands,  by  acquainting 
your  lord fhip  that  his  majeky  has 
no  farther  occasion  for  your  fer- 
viee  in  the  offices  of  Lord-lieute¬ 
nant,  and  CuHos  Rotulorum  of 
the  county  of  Wilts ;  and  your 
lordffiip  will,  I  hope,  believe  me, 
when  I  allure  you  1  Hiould  he 
glad  of  a  more  agreeable  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  exprefling  the  refpedl, 
with  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  be, 

my  lord, 

your  lord fhi p’s  moH  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Hillsborough, 

To  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  life.  T c. 

Privy  Garden,  Monday  Night , 
Feb .  14,  1780. 

My  Lord, 

T  IT  A  D  the  honour  to  receive 
your  lordship’s  letter  to-day, 
in  which  your  lordffiip  fignifies  his 
majefly  commands  to  you  to  let 
me  know  he  had  no  farther  occa- 
fion  for  my  fervice  in  the  offices 
of  Lord-lieutenant,  and  CuHos 
Rotulorum,  of  the  county  of  Wilts. 
I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the 
concern  you  are  fo  good  as  to  ex- 
prefs  upon  the1  oecafion.  Your 
lordffiip  will,  3  flatter  mvfelf,  ex- 
enfe  me,  if,  confcious  as  I  am  of 
my  never  -  failing  duty,  attach¬ 
ment 
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jnent  and  affedlion  to  his  majefty, 
J  am  under  the  neceffity  of  im¬ 
puting  this  mark  of  the  king’s 
difpleafure  to  his  miniders,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  a  vote  I  gave  as  a  free 
znan_,  upon  a  public  quedion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
my  lord, 

your  lordlhip’s  moil  obedient, 
and  moil  humble  fervant, 
Pembroke. 

fo  the  'Earl  of  Hilljborough ,  &c. 

“  n  •—?- . r— ,  ■■  . .  .  .  . . 

Proceedings  in  the  Cafe  of  Mr,  Piz- 
zoni,  the  Venetian  Ref  dent. 

ON  Thurday  the  3d  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
and  Earl  Mansfield  met  in  Lin^- 
coln’s-inn-hall,  to  try  a  caufe, 
as  extraordinary  as  it  was  novel. 
The  court  itfelf  was  the  fir il  of 
the  kind  that  ever  fat  in  this 
kingdom  ;  its  jurifdidtion  was  efta- 
bliihed  by  an  adl  palled  in  the 
5th  of  Queen  Ann,  which  em¬ 
powers  the  chancellor,  and  the 
two  chief  juflices  of  the  King’s- 
Beneh  and  Common  Pleas,  or  any 
two  of  them,  to  take  cognizance 
of  illegal  attacks  on  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  ambaifadors,  and  to  judge 
of  them  in  a  fummary  way.  This 
accounts  for  Lord  Thurlow  and 
Lord  Mansfield  meeting  on  the 
fame  bench.  The  caufe  brought 
before  them  was  on  the  complaint 
of  the  Attorney-general  again!!  a 
Mr.  Reilly,  an  uphollterer,  for 
fuing  out  a  writ  againil  Mr.  Piz- 
zoni,  the  late  refident  from  the 
republic  of  Venice;  Mr.  Gapper, 
an  attorney,  for  having  fgned  it ; 
and  one  Cawdron,  a  fheriiT’s-ofH- 
cer,  for  having  executed  it,  at  a 
time  when  Pizzoni  was  entitled  to 


the  privileges  of  an  ambaffador. » 
The  Attorney-general,  affifted  by 
the  Solicitor-general,  barely  hated 
the  cafe  in  a  mild  manner,  and 
prayed  that  the  court  would,  for 
the  fake  of  example,  inflift  a  pu- 
ziifhment  on  the  defendantsa 

It  was  pleaded  in  favour  of  the 
defendants,  that  Mr.  Pizzoni  hav¬ 
ing  had  his  audience  of  leave,  and 
his  fucceffor  having  been  intro¬ 
duced  to  their  majellies,  it  was 
very  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
former  was  no  longer  veiled  with, 
a  public  character,  which  could 
protetl  him  from  arrefls ;  and  that*, 
as  the  exprefllon  in  the  a 61  of  par¬ 
liament,  which  allows  to  foreign 
miniders  a  reafonahle  time  to  with¬ 
draw  from  the  kingdom,  was  vague 
and  indeterminate,  it  was  not  to 
be  wondered  at,  that  they  thought 
eight  days  a  reafonahle  time.  The 
counfel,  therefore,  hoped,  that  if 
the  defendants  deferved  any  pu- 
nifhment  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  the 
lighted  that  the  court  could  pofli- 
bly  indi<5l. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  did  not 
appear  inclined  to  feveritv.  He 
afked  if  the  defendants  had  offer¬ 
ed  to  make  any  fubmiffion.  It  was 
replied,  that  the  attorney  and  offi¬ 
cer  had  ;  but  that  Reilly  could  not, 
being,  at  the  time  of  the  arred, 
himfelf  a  clofe  priioner  in  the 
King’s-bench  for  the  debt  due  to 
him  from  Pizzoni. 

The  Attorney  -  general,  after 
having  heard  the  defence,  prayed, 
that,  for  example  Ckc,  the  court 
would  puniih  the  defendants ;  but 
did  bv  no  means  wifh  to  overturn 
any  thing  that  had  been  faid  by 
way  of  mitigation. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  obferved, 
that  the  queftion,  being  a  queftion 

between 
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between  nation  and  nation,  was 
by  no  means  a  fit  fubjefl  for  ipe- 
culation.  The  time  allowed  for 
ambafiadors  to  depart  the  king¬ 
dom  could  not,  and  indeed  ought 
not,  to  be  defined ;  nor  fhould 
their  privileges  be  invaded,  even 
after  they  have  difcharged  their 
embafiy,  unlefs  it  fhould  appear 
that  they  intended  to  fink  into  the 
rank  of  common  fubje&s,  by  tak¬ 
ing  up  their  refidencein  this  coun¬ 
try.  As  to  the  puniftiment,  the 
affair,  he  faid,  was  of  a  delicate 
nature,  and  required  fame  time 
for  deliberation  before  judgment 
fhould  be  pronounced.  Of  the 
fame  opinion  was  Lord  Mans¬ 
field. 


Brew  late  of  Mr,  B  urke’r  Bill for  e  the 
better  Regulation  of  his  Majefiy 5 s 
Civil  E ft  abli foment,  and  of  certain 
public  Offices  ;  for  the  Limitation  of 
Penftons ,  and  the  Supprejfton  of 
f undry  if  deft ,  expen  five,  and  in¬ 
convenient  Places  ;  and  for  apply¬ 
ing  the  Monies  faved  thereby  to 
the  public  Serviced 

The  Bill  fets  forth, 

H  A  T  large  aids  having 
Jb  been  granted  to  his  ma¬ 
jefiy  In  fupport  of  the  prefent  war, 
have  caufed  a  confiderable  in- 
creafe  of  the  public  debt,  and  fub- 
jedled  the  people  of  this  realm 
to  many  burthens  and  inconve¬ 
niences. 

That  farther  grants  and  bur¬ 
thens  may  be  frill  necefiary;  and 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  reprefen ta- 
tives  of  the  commons  of  the  land 
that  due  care  fhould  be  taken,  by 
a  reduction  of  unneceffary  charges, 
'  by  introducing  a  better  order  into 
the,  management  of  the  expences 


of  his  majefiy’s  civil  efiablifhmentg. 
by  rendering  the  public  accounts 
more  eafy,  by  a  farther  fecurity 
for  the  independence  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  by  applying  the  mo¬ 
nies,  which  are  not  now  fo  pro¬ 
perly  hufbanded,  to  the  public  fer- 
vice ;  to  afford  all  poffible  relief  to 
the  people  of  this  realm,  thereby 
adding  ftrength  to  his  majefiy’s 
government. 

And  therefore  enadls. 

That  the  office  of  third  fecretary 
of  Hate,  or  fecretary  of  date  for 
the  colonies,  and  the  board  of 
trade  and  plantations,  fhall  be  abo- 
lifhed. 

There  are  claufes. 

Declaring  by  whom  the  du¬ 
ties  of  fuch  offices  {hall  be  per¬ 
formed. 

The  bill  further  fets  forth, 

T  hat  the  confutation  of  his  ma« 
jelly’s  court  and  houfhold  being  in 
many  particulars  inconvenient,  and 
having  a  tendency  to  create  ex¬ 
pence. 

Therefore  the  bill  enafts. 
That  the  offices  of  treafurer  of 
the  chamber,  the  treafurer  of  the 
houfhold,  and  the  feveral  other 
offices  of  his  majefiy ’s  houfhold 
therein  mentioned,  with  their  de¬ 
pendencies,  fhall  be  abolifhed. 

There  are  claufes. 

For  transferring  the  jurifdkfiion 
of  the  Green-cloth  to  other  per- 
fons,  and  for  providing  for  the 
tables  of  his  majefiy’s  houfhold  by 
contract— for  abolifhing  the  offices 
of  the  great  wardrobe,  removing 
wardrobe,  and  other  offices  therein 
mentioned,  with  their  dependen¬ 
cies— for  abolifhing  the  board  of 
works,  and  for  appointing  a  fur- 
veyor  or  comptroller  of  his  ma. 
jefty’s  buildings  and  gardens,  and 
for  providing  for  the  expences  at¬ 
tending 
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tending  the  fame  by  contrail — for 
declaring  that  all  falaries  and 
-charges  of  his  majeky's  houfhold 
fhall  be  paid  at  the  Exchequer — 
that  furniture  and  moveables  of 
his  majeky’s  houfhold  fhall  be 
purchafed  by  contrail — for  declar¬ 
ing  that  his  majeky’s  ftables  fhall 
be  fupplied  by  contrail — that  the 
offices  of  mailer  of  the  buck- 
hounds,  fox-hounds,  and  harriers, 
be  abolifhed,  and  the  duty  per¬ 
formed  by  the  fenior  equerry,  and 
to  be  provided  for  by  contrail — for 
making  regulations  in  the  body  of 
yeomen  of  the  guards,  and  band 
of  gentlemen-penfioners — for  abo- 
lilhing  the  office  of  paymaller  of 
the  penlions,  directing  that  all 
pen fions^ fhall  hereafter  be  paid  at 
the  Exchequer— -for  limiting  the 
fum  to  be  appropriated  to  the  pen- 
fion  lift-— for  regulating  the  pri¬ 
vate  lilts  of  penfions— to  limit  the 
fum  of  money  to  be  iffued  lor  fe- 
cret  fervice  in  one  year — for  regu¬ 
lating  the  iffuing  of  money  for 
foreign  and  fecret  fervice- — for  re¬ 
gulating  the  method  of  iffuing  mo¬ 
ney  for  the  purpofe  of  fpecial  fer¬ 
vice— for  claffing  the  order  of  pay¬ 
ments  of  his  majeky’s  civil  eka- 
bliffiment,  and  for  applying  the 
balance  of  fuch  accounts. 

The  bill  fets  forth. 

That  there  having  been  great 
delays  in  paffing  the  accounts  of 
pay  maker-general  ajad  treafurer  of 
the  navy  ; 

The  bill  direds 

The  method  of  iffuing  the  mo¬ 
ney  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  offices  re- 
fpeitively  to  the  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land. 

There  are  claufes. 

Direfling  the  method  and  times 
of  making  up  their  accounts,  and 


for  compelling  the  payment  of  ba» 
lance's. 

The  bill  alfo  fets  forth. 

In  order  that  no  reformation, 
made  by  this  aft  ffiould  operate  as 
a  retrofpedive  penalty,  and  to  put 
an  end  to  fuits  between  the  public 
and  private  perfons : 

Therefore  the  bill  enafls. 
That  commiffioners  may  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  his  majefty,  to  call  be¬ 
fore  them  feveral  accountants, 
affaink  whom  balances  are  return- 
ed,  in  order  to  examine  and  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  fuch  manner  as  in  the  bill 
is  mentioned. 

The  bill  further  fets  forth. 
That  feveral  of  the  chief  offices 
in  the  Exchequer  being  held  for 
life,  and  having  been  granted  as 
an  honourable  proviiion  for  the 
perfons  or  families  of  thofe  who 
have  ferved  the  kate,  and  which 
the  law  of  the  land  hath  infured 
to  them,  and  that  it  is  equally  ex¬ 
pedient  that  the  crown  ihould  not 
in  future  be  debarred  from  the 
means  of  making  an  honourable 
provifion  for  thofe  who  ferved  the 
kate. 

The  bill  fets  forth. 

That  the  board  of  ordnance  is 
properly  a  military  concern,  and 
at  prefen t  attended  with  great  ex¬ 
pence  to  the  public. 

Therefore  the  bill  enads. 
That  the  civil  branch  of  the  faid 
board  fhall  be  fuppreffed. 

There  are  claufes, 

Direiling  in  what  manner  the 
faid  office  ihali  be  executed,  both 
for  the  land  and  naval  fervice — » 
for  appointing  a  commiffion  di¬ 
rected  to  certain  commiffioners, 
who  are  to  regulate  all  things  re¬ 
lative  to  the  faid  ordnance,  and 
to  bring  the  fame  to  a  more  per- 

led 
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feft  conformity  to  military  pur- 
pofes. 

There  are  alfo  claufes 
For  carrying  the  Salaries,  Fees, 
and  other  fums  of  money,  faved 
by  Virtue  of  this  aft,  to  the  fink¬ 
ing  fund — to„declare  that  no  office 
fhali  be  created  in  the  nature,  or 
for  the  purpofes  of  thofe  aboliffied 
by  this  aft-- -for  appointing  com- 
miffioners  to  hear  the  reprefenta- 
tions  of  perfons  aggrieved  by  this 
aft;  and  for  giving  perfons  dis¬ 
placed  by  this  aft  a  right  to  the 
iucceffion  to  vacant  offices. 

Therefore  the  bill  enafts 
What  fhali  be  the  falary  of  cer¬ 
tain  offices  of  the  Exchequer,  after 
the  lives  of  the  prefen t  pofFefTors 
and  grantees  in  reverlion. 

The  bill  fets  forth. 

That  the  conilitution  of  the 
Mint  is  expeniive,  and  that  the 
coinage  ought  to  be  of  none  or  lit- 

O  cr  m 

tie  expence  to  the  nation  ; 

Therefore  the  bill  enafts. 
That  the  office  of  the  Mint  fhali 
be  abolifiied. 

There  are  daubs 
For  paying  falaries  to  the  pre- 
fen  t  officers  of  the  Mint,  who  111  all 
be  removed— that  the  Treasury 
1  fhali  contraft  with  the  Bank  for 
coinage— that  the  Bahk  fhali  un¬ 
dertake  the  remittance  of  all  mo¬ 
ney  for  the  ufe  of  his  mafeity’s 
forces  in  foreign  parts,  declaring 
what  perfons  (hall  hereafter  be  de¬ 
puty -pay  mailer  or  army  agents* 


ExtraS?  from  the  Edicts  lately  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  King  of  France,  on 
the  SubjeSt  of  national  O economy , 
quoted  by  Mr*  B  urke,  in  his  Speech 
cm  the  NeceJJity  of  Reformation 


in  the  Adtninif  ration  of  the  puhli S 
Finances, 

LOUIS,  &c.  Being  wholly  oc~ 
cupied  in  eftablifhing  order 
and  oeconomy  in  the  expences  of 
our  houlhold,  in  as  great  a  degree 
as  confifts  with  the  dignity  of  our 
crown,  we  have  con fidered*  that 
it  will  be  conducive  to  this  end  to 
re-unite  to  us  all  the  offices  of 
our  private  houfnoid,  part  of  which 
had  been  alienated  by  the  kings 
our  predeceffors,  under  the  titles 
of  cafual  revenues,  and  had  thereby 
become  a  heavy  charge  to  the 
crown;  as  we  ihall  therefore  be¬ 
come  alone  intereiled  in  the  num¬ 
ber  and  value  of  thefe  offices,  we 
fhali  be  more  at  liberty  to  abolifh 
fuch  as  appear  to  be  ufelefs,  to 
determine  the  emolument,  to  con~ 
fult  only,  in  thefe  arrangements, 
our  general  views  of  adminiilra- 
tion.  We  fhali  refer  to  ourfelves 
to  examine  in  our  jnitice  what  dis¬ 
advantages  may  enfue  to  our  chief 
officers,  and  thofe  of  the  queen, 
our  dearell  wife  and  companion* 
from  the  deprivation  of  thole  cafua! 
revenues,  which  add  nothing  in 
fplendor  equal  to  their  imfnenfe 
charge.  We  will  befides  prefervb 
to  them  their  various  privileges, 
and  they  always  mall  be,  as  they 
at  prefelit  are,  eminently  diilin- 
guifhed  by  the  rank  and  dignity 
of  the  perfons  to  whom  they  arc 
cn  trailed. 

‘  For  thefe  caufes,  &c.y 
This  Edift  is  compcfed  of  three 
articles. 

ExtraB  from  the  King' s  EdiB  for 
the  SuppreJJidn  of  the  Charge  of 
Comptroller  general  of  the  King's 
Houjhcld ,  and  the  Money  Cham - 
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ber,  the  Lieutenant  Comptroller- 
General  of  the  Furniture  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Crown ;  the  Office  of 
Comptroller-General  of  the  Sta¬ 
bles ,  of  Lieutenant  Comptroller- 
General  of  the  Plate ,  Houjhold 
Amufements ,  and  Affairs  of  the 
King's  Chamber  ;  and  of  the  two 
Offices  of  Comptroller -General  of 
the  Queen' s  Houjhold ;  with  the 
Efiabhjhment  of  a  General  Office 
for  the  Expence  of  the  Houjhold . 
Given  at  Verfailles,  in  the  Month 
of  January ,  1780. 

LOUIS,  &c.  Having  refledted, 
that,  without  effential  alterations' 
in  the  dire&ion  of  the  expences  of 
our  houffiold,  we  fhould  hardly 
be  able  to  eftablifh  a  permanent 
improvement  in  the  conducting  of 
them,  we  have  begun  by  reduc¬ 
ing  the  great  number  of  coffers 
and  treafuries  to  one  only.  We 
have,  by  our  Edict  of  this  day, 
united  all  the  offices  of  our  houf- 
hold  with  the  cafual  revenues  ; 
and  now,  to  render  the  plan  we 
have  prefcribed  to  ourfelves  more 
complete,  we  have  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  fupprefs  the  offices  of 
Comptroller-general  of  our  houfe- 
hold,  and  of  the  Money  Cham¬ 
ber;  that  of  the  Lieutenant  Comp¬ 
troller-general  of  the  furniture  be¬ 
longing  to  the  crown  ;  the  offices 
of  Lieutenants  and  Comptrollers- 
general  of  our  Stables  ;  thofe  of 
Lieutenants  and  Comptrollers-ge- 
neral  of  the  plate,  the  houfhoid 
amufements,  and  affairs  of  our 
chamber  ;  the  two  offices  of  Comp¬ 
trollers  -  general  to  the  queen’s 
houffiold,  our  deareft  wife  and 
companion  ;  and  we  will  that  all 
theie  offices  fnall  be  paid  in  ready 
money  after  their  liquidation.  At 


the  fame  time  we  have  though fi 
proper  to  eftablifh  a  general  office 
for  the  expences  of  our  houffiold^ 
which  ffiall  be  compofed  of  two 
Magiftrates  taken  from  our  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Accounts,  and  five  Com- 
miffioners-general  which  ffiall  be 
thrown  out  by  this  arrangement* 
and  who,  in  uniting  their  differ¬ 
ent  knowledge,  will  be  very  ca¬ 
pable  of  conducting,  with  fpirit 
and  uniformity,  the  whole  ex¬ 
pences  of  our  houffiold.  This 
office  is  to  be  immediately  em¬ 
ployed  in  a  full  examination  of 
every  part  of  it,  in  order  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  greateft  perfpicuity,  for 
the  purpofe  of  introducing  all  the 
improvements  of  every  kind,  which 
the  bufinefs  is  capable  of;  and 
ffiall  render  an  exa£l  account  of 
their  operations  both  to  the  mini- 
fter  of  our  houffiold,  and  that  of 
finances,  for  the  better  introduc¬ 
ing  in  this  eftablifh  meat  every  al¬ 
teration  which  ffiall  be  found  ufe- 
ful,  and  to  the  execution  of  which 
there  yet  remains  every  obftacle; 
that  they  may  thus  be  immediate¬ 
ly  known  and  removed,  and  that 
our  general  adminiftration  being 
thus  drawn  into  one  common  of¬ 
fice,  may  receive  all  the  lights  ne«* 
ceffary  for  accomplifhing  the  plan 
we  have  approved,  We  keep  our 
high  and  chief  officers  in  the  ho¬ 
nourable  fttuation  of  receiving  our 
orders  immediately  from  us,  trans¬ 
mitting  them,  and  watching  that 
they  are  put  into  execution,— But 
they  being  called  out  on  our  fer~ 
vice  in  our  provinces  and  armies, 
and  not  having  time  to  fpare  in 
infpefting  the  particulars  of  fi¬ 
nance  and  eeconomy,  which  re¬ 
quire  continual  affiduity  and  watch¬ 
fulness,  vye  imagine  they  will  be¬ 
hold. 
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hold,  without  pain,  this  part  of 
our  adminiftration  Separated  from 
their  noble  offices  near  our  per- 
fon ;  and  we  have  too  much  ex¬ 
perienced  their  zeal  and  attach¬ 
ment  not  to  be  convinced  that 
they  will  eagerly  fecond  the  ge¬ 
neral  plan  for  the  eftablifhment  of 
regularity  in  our  finances,  and  to 
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prove  more  and  more  to  our  faith¬ 
ful  fubjedts,  how  much  it  is  our 
defire  to  avoid  having  recourfe  to 
new  taxes,  till  ‘we  have  eflimat- 
ed  all  the  refources  arifing  from 
this  fyftem  of  order  and  cecono- 
my. 

e  For  thefe  caufes,  &c.’ 

This  Edift  confifts  of  16  articles* 


The 
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The  following  authentic  Extra&s  from  the  Corn-Regider  are  taken 
from  Accounts  colle&ed  from  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Books,  and  deli¬ 
vered  to  Mr.  John  James  Catherwood,  by  Authority  of  Parliament. 

An  Account  of  the  Quantities  of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported  from ,  and  im¬ 
ported  into  *  England  and  Scotland,  nvith  the  Bounties  and  Drawbacks 
paid ,  and  the  Duties  received  thereon,  for  one  Tear  ended  the  5 th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1781. 

E  X  P  O  R 

Britifh 
Quarters. 


1780. 

ENG  LAND. 


Wheat  - 
Wheat  Flour  - 
Rye  -  -  -  - 

Barley  - 
Malt  - 

Oats  ----- 
Oatmeal  - 
Beans  -  -  - 

Peafe  - 

SCOTLAND. 


Wheat 
Wheat  Flour 
Barley  and  Bear 
Malt  -  -  ■ 

Oats  -  -  - 

Oatmeal 
Peafe  and  Beans 

Bifcuit  -  - 


TED. 

Foreign 
Quarters. 


Bounties  and 
Drawbacks  paid. 


63,240 
136,939 
6,305 
3  2,956 

»35>°77 

8,904 

9IO 

I2>554 

3*5*7 


773 

13. 101 

18,706 
2,415* 

3>33° 

4,696 
1,380 

cvvt.  qr.  lb. 

12,613:1:23 j 

1  M  p  o  R 


1780. 

E  N  GLAND. 

.  Wheat  -  -  -  - 

Wheat  Flour 
Barley  - 

Oats  -  -  -  -  - 

Oatmeal  - 
Beans  - 

Peafe  -  - 

SCOTLAND. 

Wheat  Flour 
Oats  -  - 


Bifcuit 

Vol. 


Quarters, 


1,662 

G378 

352 

189,964 

612 
7,406 


y 

1 

! 


'7>7l9  J 


XXIII. 


£• 


s. 


d . 


70,483  13  5|'Bo. 


29  17  1  Dr, 


7,232  3  6£  Eo. 


£■ 


S. 


d. 


1,067  o  n 


60  1 1  c| 


The 
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The  following  is  an  account  of  the  average  prices  of  corn  in  En 
and  Wales,  by  the  ftandard  Winchefter  bulhel,  for  the  year  1780 


Wheat  | 

Rye 

Barley 

Oats 

Beans 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d . 

s  •  • 

S  •  * 

4  Si 

*  9\ 

1  7* 

2  9! 

I 

N.  B.  The  prices  of  the  fined:  and  coarfeft  forts  of  grain  gener 
exceed  and  reduce  the  average  price  as  follows,  viz, 

1  I  '  .  . 

Wheat  Rye  Barley  Oats  Beans, 

Per  bufhel,  6d.  3d.  3d,  3d.  6d 


d 


■u 

■»s. 
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IM 
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SUPPLIES  granted  ‘by  Parliament,  for 

the  Year  1780. 


t . 


N  A  V  Y. 

December  2,  1779. 

H  A  T  85,000  men  be  employed  for  the  fea 
J[  fervice,  for  the  year  1780,  including  18,779 


85/381  7  6 


marines. 

2.  That  a  furn,  not  exceeding  4I.  per  month  per 
man,  be  allowed  for  maintaining  the  faid  85,000  men., 
for  13  months,  including  ordnance  for  fea  fervice  4,420,000  o  6 

February  24,  1780. 

1.  For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half  pay 
to  the  fea  and  marine  officers,  for  the  year  1780 

2.  Towards  building,  rebuilding,  and  repairs  of 

Blips  of  war  in  his  majehy’s  yards,  and  other  extra¬ 
works,  over  and  above  what  are  propofed  to  be  done 
upon  the  heads  of  wear  and  tear  in  ordinary,  for  the 
year  1780  •— 

May  18. 

Towards  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  debt  of 
the  navy 


—  697,903  o 


Army, 


1,500,000  o  o 
7,003,284  7  6 


December  9. 

1.  That  a  number  of  land  forces,  including  4,213 

Invalids,  amounting  to  35,005  effective  men,  com- 
mifficned  and  non-commiffioned  officers  included,  be 
employed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1780  — 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  35,005  effective 

men  for  guards,  garrifons,  and  other  his  Majehy’s 
forces  in  Great-Britain,  Jerfey,  and  Guernfev,  for 
the  year  1780'  —  —  — - 

3»  For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  general  fluff  offi¬ 
cers  in  Great-Britain,  for  the  year  1780  — -  . 

4.  For  maintaining  his  Majefty's  forces  and  garri¬ 
fons  in  the  plantations  and  Africa,  including  thofe  in 


946,176 

44,875 


3  S 


J 


garrifon 
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garrifon  in  Minorca  and  Gibraltar  ;  and  for  provifions 
for  the  forces  in  North  America,  Nova  Scotia,  New¬ 
foundland,  Gibraltar,  the  Ceded  Iflands,  and  Africa, 
for  the  year  1780  -  — 

5.  For  defrayingthe  charge  of  five  Hanoverian  re¬ 

giments  of  foot  at  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  and  for 
provifions  for  the  three  battalions  of  the  faid  troops 
at  Gibraltar,  for  the  year  1780  - - - 

6.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  13,472  men  of  the 

troops  of  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe  Caffe!,  in  the  pay 
of  Great-Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy,  purfuant 
to  treaty,  for  the  year  1780  - - 

7.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  two  regiments  of 

Hanau,  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain,  together  with 
the  fubfidy,  purfuant  to  treaty  with  the  hereditary 
Prince  of  Heffe  Caffel,  for  the  year  1780  - 

8.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of  foot 

of  Waldeck,  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain,  together 
with  the  fubfidy,  purfuant  to  treaty  with  the  reigning 
Prince  of  Waldeck,  for  the  year  1780  - - - 

9.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  4300  men,  the 

troops  of  the  reigning  D  uke  of  Brunfwick,  in  the  pay 
of  Great-Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy,  for  the 
year  1780  -  — - - - 

10.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  1447  men*  the 

troops  of  the  Margrave  of  Brandeburgh  Anfpach,  in 
the  pay  of  Great-Britain,  together  vvith  the  fubfidy 
for  the  year  1780  >  — — — —  '  - - 

1 1.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  corps  of  foot  of 

Anhalt  Zerbft,  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain,  together 
with  the  fubfidy,  purfuant  to  treaty  with  the  reign¬ 
ing  Prince  of  Anhalt  Zerbft,  for  the  year  1780  —— 

12.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  provifions  for  the 

foreign  troops  ferving  in  North  America,  in  the  pay 
of  Great-Britain,  for  the  year  1780  — — 

1  3 .  For  defraying  the  charge  of  artillery  for  the  fo¬ 
reign  troops  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain,  purfuant  to 
treaties,  for  the  year  1780  — — - - 

14.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  embodied  mi¬ 

litia  of  the  feveral  counties  of  South  Britain,  and  of 
four  regiments  of  fencible  men  in  North  Britain,  for 
the  year  1780  - . —  - — — — — 

1 5 .  Fordefraying  thechargeof  thecloathing for  the 
embodied  militia  in  South  Britain,  for  the  year  1780  - 

16.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  additional  compa¬ 

nies  and  additionals  to  the  embodied  militia  in  South 
Britain,  for  the  year  1778  —  — 

m  3 


1,418,059  1  z 


56,228  11  11J 
367,892  19  4 


35, 510  19  9 


17,529  11  9 


94> 1 73  12  4 

39,71s  18  if 


16,661  6  4§ 


48,801  10  6 


27,741  10  o 


653,926  2  o 

96,183  4  2 

8*94  3  1 3  8 

17.  For 
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'or  defraying  the  charge  of  the  new  levies  or* 

258,206  18 


17.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  new  levies  or¬ 
dered  to  be  raifed,  for  the  year  1780  — — — — 

April  1 1 . 

1.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Colonel 

Fullarton’s  corps,  from  the  24th  day  of  February, 
1780,  to  the  24th  day  of  December  following,  both 
inclufive,  being  305  days  — — - — — — 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  one  additional 

troop,  with  a  lieutenant-colonel,  to  Lieut.  Colohel 
Holroyd’s  corps  of  light  dragoons,  from  the  25th  day 
of  December,  1779,  to  the  24th  day  of  December 
1780,  both  inclufive,  being  366  days  — - 

3.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  Major  General 

Rainsford’s  regiment  of  foot,  from  the  24th  day  of 
.February,  1780,  to  the  24th  day  of  December  foL 
lowing,  both  inclufive,  being  305  days  - - 

4.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Colonel 

Humberdone’s  corps,  from  the  24th  day  of  February, 
1780,  to  the  24th  day  of  December  following,  both 
inclufive,  being  305  days  * - — — — 

5.  Towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  out  -  pen- 

fioners  of  Chelfea-Hofpita],  for  the  year  1780  — 

M  ay  18. 

1 .  For  defraying  the  charges  of  additional  com¬ 
panies  and  additional  to  the  embodied  militia  in 
South  Britain,  including  cloathing,  for  the  year  5780 

2.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  on  the  pay  of 
additional  companies  and  additional  to  the  embodied 
militia  in  South  Britain,  for  the  year  1779 

3.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  new  levies, 

from  the  commencement  of  their  refpeftive  efiab- 
lifhments  to  the  24th  day  of  December,  1779  — 

M  AY  22. 

?.  On  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  his  Ma~ 
jelly’s  land  forces  and  marines,  for  the  year  1780 

2,  For  defraying  the  charge  for  allowances  to  {Se¬ 
veral  private  gentlemen  of  the  two  troops  of  horfe 
guards  reduced,  and  to  the  fuperannuated  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  four  troops  of  horfe  guards,  for  the  year 


1780 


May  27. 

Towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expences  of 
his  Majefly’s  land  forces,  and  other  {Services  incurred, 
between  the  31  ft  Jan.  1779,  and  the  Ul  Feb,  1780, 
and  not  provided  for  by  parliament  - - - 


8,623 

87,718 


l7 


11,712 


82,905 


418.805  18  ii 


a 


8,623  17  6 


3*l79  12  6 


12,929  9  2 


o 


& 


30,296  16  8 


o 


608  6  6* 


6,707,506  18  9 


ORDNANCE* 
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ORDNANCE. 

December  15,  1778. 

t.  For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  Ordnance  for  the 
land  fervice,  for  the  year  1780  - —  458,136  911 

2.  For  defraying  the  expence  of  fervices  performed 
by  the  office  of  Ordnance  for  land  fervice,  and  not 
provided  for  by  parliament  in  the  year  1 779  —  591,466  o  11 


1,049,602  10  10 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES.  — 
December  20,  1779. 

To  be  paid  to  William  Smith,  Doffor  of  Phyfic, 
in  recom pence  for  hisconftant  and  humane  attendance 
upon  the  Tick  and  difeafed  prifoners  in  the  feveral 
gaols  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  city  of  Weftminfter, 
and  borough  of  Southwark,  for  near  four  years  1  aft 
patti  and  for  repaying  the  faid  William  Smith  the  fe¬ 
veral  fums  of  money  by  him  expended  in  purchafing 
proper  medicines  for  fuch  lick  and  difeafed  prifoners 

December  21, 

To  be  advanced  to  the  governor  and  company 
of  the  merchants  of  England,  trading  into  the  Le¬ 
vant  fea,  to  be  applied  in  affirting  the  raid  company 
in  carrying  on  their  trade  — -  — 

For  the  expences  of  the  new  roads  of  commu¬ 
nication,  and  building  bridges,  in  the  Highlands  of 
North-Britain,  in  the  year  1780  ~~  — 

March  7,  1780. 

Towards  enabling  the  Truftees  of  the  Britifh 
Mufeum  to  carry  on  the  execution  of  the  trufts  re- 
pofed  in  them  by  Parliament  — 

May  18. 

1.  To  make  good  the  like  fum  iffued  by  his  Ma» 

jerty’s  orders  in  purfuance  of  the  addrelTes  of  the 
Houfe  —  —  -a- 

2.  To  replace  the  fum  ifTued  by  his  Majefty’s  or¬ 

ders  to  Mr.  Dhncan  Campbell,  for  the  expence  of 
confining,  maintaining,  and  employing  convi&s  on 
the  Pviver  Thames  — -  —  — > 


1 


1,200  O  Q 


10,000  O  Q 

6.997  4  3 

3,500'  o  o 


15,700  o  o 


14,348  2  9 


May  30. 

J .  To  make  good  the  fum  ifTued  by  his  Majerty's 
orders,  to  be  applied  for  the  relief  and  benefit  of 
fundry  American  civil  officers,  and  others  who  have 
fufFered  on  account  of  their  attachment  to  his  Ma- 
jerty’s  government  —  —  — 

June  1 . 

1.  For  defraying  expences  attending  general  fur- 
veys  of  his  Majerty’s  dominions  in  North  America, 
for  the  year  1780  —  — 

m  4 


57,910  12  © 


1,332  5  o 

2.  Far 


/ 
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2.  For  defraying  the  charges  of  the  following  civil 
eftabiilhments  in  America,  and  other  incidental  ex- 
pences  attending  the  fame,  for  the  year  1780  : 

1,  His  Majefty’s  Aland  of  St.  John’s  3150I. 

2,  His  Majefty’s  colony  of  Georgia  2966b 

3,  His  Majefty’s  colony  of  Nova  Scotia  4796I. 

4,  His  Majefty’s  colony  of  Ball  Florida  3950I. 

5,  His  Majeily’s  colony  of  Weil  Florida  3900I. 

» . . — 18,662  o  9 

3.  For  repairing,  maintaining,  and  happening  the 
Britifh  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coail  of  Africa, 

for  the  year  1780  »—  —  13,000  o  o 

4.  Towards  carrying  on  the  buildings  at  Somerfet 

Houfe,  for  1780  —  —  —  25,000  o  o 


LOANS  DISCHARGE  D, 

April  4,  1780. 

1.  For  paying  off  and  difeharging  the  Exchequer 
bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  aft,  palled  in  the  laft 
fefiion  of  parliament,  i  n  titled ,  (<  An  a  cl  for  ena¬ 
bling  his  Majelty  to  raife  the  fum  of  one  million,  for 
the  ufes  and  purpofes  therein  mentioned,”  and 
charged  on  the  firFc  aids  to  be  granted  in  this  fefiion 
of  parliament 

2.  For  paying  off  and  difeharging  the  Exchequer 

bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  aft,  paffed  in  the  1  alt 
fefiion  of  parliament,  intitled,  ((  An  a 61  for  railing 
a  certain  turn  of  money  by  loans  or  Exchequer 
bills,  for  the  fervive  of  the  year  1779,”  and  charged 
on  the  firit  aids  to  be  granted  in  this  fefiion  of  par¬ 
liament  '  _ „ 

_  3*  For  paying  off  and  difeharging  the  Exchequer 
bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  aft,  paffed  in  the 
lail  fefiion  of  parliament,  intitled,  <s  An  a 61  for 
railing  a  farther  fum  of  money,  by  loans  or  Exche¬ 
quer  bills,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  4779”  — — 

4.  For  difeharging  and  paying  off  the  prises  of 
the  lottery  of  the  year  ? 779  — 


168,149  19  9 


1,000,000  o  0 


1,500,000  o  o 

1,900,000  o  Q 
,  490,000  o  o 


4,800,000  o  o 

DEFICIENCIES.  _ _ _ _ 

May  23. 

1.  To  replace  to  the  finking  fund,  the  like  fum 
paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  godd  the  deficiency 
on  the  5th  July,  1779,  of  the  fund  eftablilhed  for 
paying  annuities,  granted  by  an  aft  made  in  the 
3 ill  year  of  his  late  Majefiy,  toward  the  fupply 
granted  for  the  year  1758  37^37 2  18  9A 

2.  To 
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2.  To  replace  to  the  finking  fund,  the  like  fum 

paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good  the  deficiency- 
on  the  5th  July,  1 779,  of  the  fund  eftablilhed  for 
paying  annuities,  granted  by  an  ad  made  in  the 
18th  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  towards  the  fupply 
granted  for  the  year  1 7 7 3  —  - —  332*856 

3.  To  replace  to  the  finking  fund,  the  like  fum 

paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good  the  deficiency 
on  the  5th  July,  1779,  of  the  fund  eftablilhed  for 
paying  annuities,  granted  by  an  ad  made  in  the 
18th  year  of  his  prefent  Majelty,  towards  the  fupply 
granted  for  the  year  1778  - —  167,036 

4.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 

the  fervice  of  the  year  1779  - — « — —  300,687 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  land  tax  —  250,000 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  malt  tax  — -  200,000 


[3 13 


4  Si 


14  if 

0  7 

o  o 

o  o 


J. 287,952  17  Ili 

Total  of  fupplks  — ~  -  21,196,496  12  91- 

Ways  and  Mean  $  for  raijin?  the  above  Supplies,  granted  to  his  Majefty  s 

for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1780. 

December  4,  17 79* 

1.  That  the  fum  of  four  (hillings  in  the  pound, 
and  no  mere,  be  railed  within  the  i'pace  of  one  year, 
from  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty,  upon  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments,  pensions,  offices,  and  perfonal  eftates, 
in  th3t  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  Wales, 
and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed:  and  that  a 
proportionable  cefs,  according  to  the  ninth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  union,  be  laid  upon  that  part  of  Great 

Britain  called  Scotland  -■  — -  — — —  2,000,000  C  Q 

2.  That  the  duties  upon  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and 
perry,  which,  by  an  aft  of  parliament  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty’s  reign,  have  con¬ 
tinuance  to  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  one  thou¬ 
fand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  be  further  continued, 
and  charged  upon  all  malt  which  fhall  be  made, 
and  all  mum  which  (hall  he  made  or  imported,  and 
all  cyder  and  perry  which  fhall  be  made  for  fale, 
within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  from  the 
twenty  third  day  of  June,  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred  and  eighty,  to  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June, 

one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-one  —  705,000  O  o  ' 

March  7,  1780. 

That  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
Majefty,  the  fum  of  twelve  millions  be  raifed  by  an¬ 
nuities* 
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muties,  and  the  further  fum  of  four  hundred  and 
eighty  thoufand  pounds  by  a  lottery,  in  manner  fol¬ 
lowing  ;  that  is  to  fay, 

,  That  every  contributor  towards  railing  the  faid  fum 
of  twelve  millions  fhall,  for  everyone  hundred  pounds 
contributed  and  paid,  be  entitled  to  an  annuity  of 
four  pounds,  to  continue  for  a  certain  term  of  feven. 
vears  and  one  quarter,  to  commence  from  the  fifth 
day  of  January,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
eighty,  fubjeft  to  redemption  by  parliament  after  the 
expiration  of  the  faid  term,  and  not  fooner ;  and 
alfo  be  entitled,  in  refpeft  of  every  fuch  one  huny 
dred  pounds  fo  contributed,  to  a  further  annuity  of 
one  pound  fixteen  fhillings  and  three-pence,  to  con¬ 
tinue  for  a  certain  term  of  eighty  years,  from  the 
faid  fifth  day  of  January,  one  thoufand  feven  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty,  and  then  to  ceafe  :  the  faid  annuity 
of  four  pounds  to  be  paid  at  the  Bank  of  England* 
for  one  quarter  of  a  year  from  the  laid  fifth  day  of 
January,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  td 
the  fifth  day  of  April  following,  and  from  that  rime 
fhall  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint  ftock  with^, 
certain  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  four  pounds  pet 
centum  per  annum ,  which  were  eftablifhed  by  an  act  of 
the  feventeenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
Jefty,  and  from  thenceforth  fhall  be  paid  and  payable 
at  the  Bank  of  England,  on  the  loth  day  of  Ofto* 
ber,  and  the  fifth  day  of  April,  in  every  year  :  and 
the  faid  annuity  of  one  pound  fixteen  fhillings  and. 
three- pence  per  centum >  to  be  payable  in  refpeft:  of 
every  one  hundred  pounds  to  be  contributed  as  afore- 
faid,  fhall  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint  flock 
with,  certain  annuities  payable  at  the  Bank  of  Eno-- 
land,  which  were  granted  for  ninety-nine  and  ninety- 
eight  years,  and  were  confolidatfed  and  made  one 
joint  flock  by  an  aft  of  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  faid  prefent  Majefty,  "and  fhall  be  paid  and  pay¬ 
able  half  yearly  at  the  Bank  of  England,  on  the  fifth 
day  of  July,  and  the  fifth  day  of  January,  in  tfvery 
year  ; 

That  the  faid  annuities,  fo  to  be  payable  on  the 
faid  twelve  millions,  fhall  be  charged,  and  chargeable 
upon,  and  payable  out  of,  a  fund  to  be  eftablifhed  ill 
this  feffio'n  of  parliament  for  payment  thereof,  and 
for  which  the  finking  fund  fhall  be  a  collateral  fecu- 
rity  : 

That  every  contributor  towards  raffing  the  faid 
fum  of  twelve  millions  fhall,  for  every 'one  thoufand 


pounds 


% 
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founds  contributed,  be  entitled  to  four  tickets,  in  a 
lottery  to  confilt  of  forty-eight  thoufand  tickets, 
amounting  to  four  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand 
pounds,  upon  payment  of  the  further  fum  of  ten 
pounds  for  each  ticket,  the  faid  four  hundred  and 
eighty  thoufand  pounds  to  be  diflributed  into  prizes* 
for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  of  the  fortunate 
tickets  in  the  faid  lottery,  which  (hall  be  paid  in 
money  at  the  Bank  of  England  to  fuch  proprietors, 
upon  demand,  as  foon  after  the  fir il  day  of  March, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  as  cer¬ 
tificates  can  be  prepared,  without  any  deduction 
whatfoever  : 

That  everv  contributor  (hall,  on  or  before  the 
eleventh  day  of  this  iriflant  March-,  make  a  depoiit  of 
ffteen  pounds  per  centum  on  fuch  fum  as  he  or  fhe 
fl. all  chufe  to  iubferibe  towards  railing  the  faid  font 

^  "  m  v_.. 

cf  twelve  millions,  with  the  chief  cafhier  or  cafhiers 
of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  Bank  efEngland  j 
and  alfo,  a  depofit  of  fifteen. pounds  per  centum  with 
the  faid  cafhier  or  cafhiers,  in  part  of  the  monies  to 
be  contributed  towards  raifing  the  faid  fum  of  four 
hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds  by  a  lottery, 
as  a  fecurity  for  making  the  future  payments  re- 
fpeclively,  on  or  before  the  days  or  times  hereinafter 
limited  ;  that  is  to  fay. 

On  £.  12,000,000  to  be  raifed  by  annuities, 

£.  10  per  centum  on  or  before  the  28th  day  of  April  next* 

£.  10  per  centum  on  or  before  the  26th  day  of  May  next. 

£.  10  per  centum  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  June  next. 

£.  10 per  centum  on  or  before  the  28th  day  of  July  next. 

£.  15  per  centum  on  or  before  the  29th  day  of  Augufl  next. 

£.  10  per  centian  on  or  before  the  26th  day  of  September  next. 

£.  10  per  centwn  on  or  before  the  24th  day  of  Cklober  next. 

£.  10  per  centum  on  or  before  the  24th  day  of  November  next. 

On  the  lottery  for  £.  480,000. 

£.  10  per  centum  on  or  before  the  12th  day  of  May  next. 

£.  25  per  centum  on  or  before  the  14th  day  of  July  next, 

£.  20  per  centum  on  or  before  the  52th  day  of  September  next* 

£.  20  per  centum  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of  October  next. 

I  hat  all  the  monies  fo  to  be  received  by  the  laid 
chief  cafhier  or  cafhiers  of  the  governor  and  com¬ 
pany  cf  the  Bank  cf  England  fl: all  be  paid  into  the 
receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  to  be  applied  from  time  to 
time  to  fuch  fervices  as  lhall  then  have  been  voted  by 
this  Houfe  in  this  feffion  of  parliament: 

That  every  contributor  who  lhall  pay  in  the  who! ft 
cf  his  or  her  contribution  monev  towards  the  turn  of 


/ 


I 


twelve 


I  \ 
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twelve  millions,  to  be  contributed  for  annuities  as 
aforefaid,  at  any  time  before  the  twenty-third  day 
of  October  next,  or  on  account  of  his  or  her  ill  are  in 
the  faid  lottery,  on  or  before  the  eleventh  day  of 
September  next,  ihall  be  allowed  an  intereit  by  way 
of  difeount,  after  the  rate  of  three  pounds  per  Cen¬ 
tum  per  Annum ,  on  the  fum  fo  compleating  his  or 
her  contribution  refpedively,  to  be  computed  from 
the  day  of  compleating  the  fame  to  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  November  next,  in  regard  to  the  fum 
to  be  paid  for  the  faid  annuities,  and  to  the  tenth 
day  of  October  next,  in  refpeft  of  the  fum  to  be 
paid  on  account  of  the'  faid  lottery  ;  and  that  all 
i'ueh  perfons  as  fhall  make  their  full  payments  on 
the  faid  lottery  fhall  have  their  tickets  delivered  as 
foon  as  they  can  conveniently  be  made  out.  — -  1 

April  13. 

1.  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to 

his  majeily,  there  be  iffued  and  applied  the  fum  of 
fix  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
fifty-feven  pounds,  eighteen  {hillings,  and  one  far¬ 
thing,  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer 
on  the  5  th  day  of  April,  1780,  for  the  difpoiition  of 
parliament,  of  the  monies  which  had  then  arifen  of 
the  furpluffes,  exceffes,  or  overplus  monies,  and 
other  revenues,  compofing  the  fund  commonly  calied 
the  finking  fund  — -  —  — . 

2.  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majeily,  there  be  applied  the  fum  of  25,560 
pounds  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer 
on  the  5th  day  of  April,  of  the  deduction  of  fix- 
pence  in  the  pound  out  of  all  monies  paid  upon  all 
falaries,  peniions  and  annuities,  and  other  payments 
from  the  crown 

3.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 

his  majeily,  there  be  applied  the  fum  of  three  thou¬ 
fand  fe veil  hundred  fixty  one  pounds  thirteen  (hil¬ 
lings  and  four-pence  half-penny,  remaining  in  the 
receipt  of  the  Exchequer  on  the  fifth  day  of  April, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  fubjeef  to 
the  difpofition  of  parliament,  excluiive  of  the  iurplus 
monies  then  remaining  of  the  linking  fund  — 

May  18. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
majeily,  the  fum  of  one  million  five  hundred  thou¬ 
fand  pounds  be  raifed  by  loans  or  Exchequer  bills, 
to  be  charged  upon  the  jiril  aids  to  be  granted  in  the 
next  feffion  of  parliament;  fuch  Exchequer  bills,  if 
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650,457  18  o 
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3.761  13  4 i 


8 


not 


4 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.  [317 

not  difcharged,  with  intereft  thereupon,  on  or  before 
the  5th  day  of  April,  1781,  to  be  exchanged  and 
received  in  payment,  in  iuch  manner  as  Exchequer 
bills  have  ufually  been  exchanged  and  received  in 
payment  —  —  —  1,500,000  o  o 

June  i . 

1.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupplv  granted  to  his 
majefiy,  there  be  ifiued  and  applied  the  Aim  of  one 
million  eight  hundred  forty-nine  thoufand  live  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-two  pounds,  one  drilling,  and  ele¬ 
ven  pence  three  farthings,  out  of  fuch  monies  as 
have  arifen,  or  (hall  or  may  arife,  of  the  furplufl.es, 
excefles,  or  overplus  monies,  and  other  revenues 
compoling  the  fund  commonly  called  the  finking 

fund  —  — -  —  1  —  1,849,542  1  uf 

2.  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to 

his  majefty,  the  further  fum  of  one  million  nine 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  be  raifed,  by  loans  or  Ex¬ 
chequer  bills,  to  be  charged  upon  the  firll  aids  to  be 
granted  in  the  next  fefiion  of  parliament;  and  fuch 
Exchequer  bills,  if  not  difcharged  with  intereii  there¬ 
upon  on  or  before  the  fifth  day  of  April,  one  thou¬ 
fand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  to  be  exchanged 
and  received  in  payment  in  fuch  manner  as  Ex¬ 
chequer  bills  have  ufually  been  exchanged  and  re¬ 
ceived  in  payment  —  —  —  1,900,000  o  O 

3.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  fourteen  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  five  pounds,  eighteen  {hillings, 
and  fix-pence,  being  the  amount  of  feveral  fums 
arifing  from  ftoppages  for  provifions  for  the  detach¬ 
ment  of  artillery  ferving  in  North  America,  be  ap¬ 
plied  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
majefty  towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expences 
of  his  majefty’s  land  forces,  and  other  fervices  in¬ 
curred  between  the  thirty-firfl  day  of  January,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  and  the 
firll:  day  of  February,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 

and  eighty,  and  not  provided  for  by  parliament  —  14,405  18  6 

4.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  twenty  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  feventeen  pounds,  feven  {hillings, 
and  four-pence,  out  of  the  monies  or  favings  re¬ 
maining  of  the  grant  in  this  fefiion  of  parliament, 
for  the  charge  of  the  new  levies  ordered  to  be  raifed 
for  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty, 
be  applied  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted 
to  his  majefiy  towards  defraying  the  extraordinary 
expences  of  his  majefiy’s  land  forces,  and  other  fer¬ 
vices,  incurred  between  the  thirty-firfl:  .day  of  Ja¬ 
nuary, 


i 
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jiltary,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 
nine,  and  the  firft  day  of  February,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  not  provided  for  by 
parliament  — -  —  — - 

5,  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and 

thirteen  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
pounds,  feyen  {hillings,  and  four-pence,  arifing 
from  the  favings  of  the  fums  voted  by  parliament  for 
the  penlions  of  Widows  of  officers  of  the  army,  in 
the  years  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feven ty- 
£ve,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feven  ty- fix, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feven ty-feven, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feven ty- eight,  and 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  bs 
applied  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefty  towards  defraying  the  extraordinary 
expences  of  his  maj city’s  land  forces,  and  other 
fervices  incurred,  between  the  thirty  fir  It  day  of 
January,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 
nine,  and  the  firft  day  of  February,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  not  provided  for  by 
parliament  — -  ‘\  ——  — 

6,  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  ten  thoufand 
pounds,  out  of  the  favings  (occasioned  by  death 
and  promotions)  of  the  half  pay  of  reduced  officers 
of  the  army,  from  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  June,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty-feven,  to  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  December,  one  thoufand  fe¬ 
ven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  be  applied  towards 
making  good  the  fupply  granted  to  his  majefty  to¬ 
wards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expences  of  his 
majefty’s  land  forces,  and  other  fervices  incurred 
between  the  thirty-firft  day  of  January,  one  thop- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  and  the  fir  ft 
day  of  February,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
eighty,  and  not  provided  for  by  parliament  — 

7,  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  forty-eight  thou¬ 
fand  three  hundred  pounds,  being  the  amount  of  the 
fums  ordered  to  be  referved  in  the  hands  of  the 
Pay  mailer-general  of  his  majefty’s  forces,  out  of 
the  monies  voted  for  the  fubfiftence  of  an  augmenta¬ 
tion  to  fundry  regiments  of  foot  in  the  year  one 
thouffind  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  purfuane 
to  his  maje'lly’s  warrant  of  the  twentieth  of  April, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  authorizing 
fuch  deductions,  be  applied  towards  making  good 
the  fupply  granted  to  his  majeftv  towards  defraying 
the  extraordinary  expences  of  his  majefty  *s  land 
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forces,  and  other  fervices  incurred  between  the 
thirty-full  day  of  January,  one  thoufand  feven  hun¬ 
dred  and  feventy-nine,  and  the  firft  day  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty, 
and  not  provided  for  by  parliament  —  — 

8.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 

his  majelty,  there  be  applied  the  fum  of  ten  thou¬ 
fand  five  hundred  and  fix  pounds,  live  Ihillings, 
and  two-pence  farthing,  remaining  in  the  receipt  of 
the  Exchequer  of  the  lum  granted  out  of  the  fup- 
plies  for  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty,  towards  making  good  the  deficiency  of  the 
grants  for  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  forty-nine,  being  part  of  the  fum  provided  for 
paying  the  arrears  of  the  marine  regiments  that  were 
oiibanded  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  forty  eight  —  —  •— 

9.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 

his  majefty,  there  be  applied  the  fum  of  five  thou¬ 
fand  pounds  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  which,  by  an  act  of  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  prefent  majefty,  was  granted  for  building  a 
Lazaret  - —  —  — 

10.  That  fuch  of  the  monies  as  fhall  be  paid  into 
the  receipt  pf  the  Exchequer  after  the  fifth  day  of 
April,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  and 
on  or  before  the  fifth  day  of  April,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  of  the  produce  of 
the  duties  charged  by  two  a<fts  made  in  the  fifth  and 
fourteenth  years  of  his  prefent  majefty's  reign  upon 
the  importation  and  exportation  of  Gum  Senega 
and  Gum  Arabic,  be  applied  towards  making  good 
the  fupply  granted  to  his  majefiy 
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Excefs  of  ways  and  means 
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585,752 
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Note,  A  ‘vote  of  credit  of  one  million  voas  aljo  granted 
^his  feficn,  and  is  charged  on  the  next  aids. 

The  additional  public  debt  funded  and  provided 
for  this  year,  amounts  to  twelve  millions;  the  in- 
bereft  of  which,  at  4  per  cent,  per  ann.  is  — *» 

The  annuity  for  eighty  vears,  of  il.  }6s.  3d. 
per  cent,  per  ann.  - — -  —  • 

In  all  per  ann.  — -  — -  — » 


480,000  o  © 
216,150  o  o 

696,15c  o  o 
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This  Turn  (by  a&s  pafTed  in  purfuance  of  different 
refolutions)  is  propofed  to  be  raifed  in  the  following 
manner : 

Additional  duty  on  malt  of  6d*  per  bufhel  — 
Ditto,  on  low  wines  of  1  d.  per  gallon  —  — 

Do.  on  fpirits  of  3  d.  per  Ditto  —  — • 

Do.  on  brandy  o!  1  s.  per  Do.  —  — 

Do.  on  rum  of  1  s.  per  Do.  — -  — 

Do.  on  foreign  wines  of  4I.  per  ton  on  Portu¬ 
gal  wines,  and  of  8  1.  per  ton  on  French  wines  — 
A  duty  on  coals  exported  of  43.  per  Newcaflle 
chaldron  *—  « — -  — -  — 

Additional  duty  of  5  I.  per  cent,  on  the  above 

Additional  duty  of  1  s.  10  d.  per  bufhel  on  fait  — 
Do,  on  advertisements  of  6d.  each  — 

A  damp  duty  on  the  receipt  for  any  legacy,  or 
for  any  (hare  of  a  perfonal  eftate  divided  under  the 
datute  of  didributions,  or  the  cudom  of  any  pro- 
vince  or  place  of  2  s.  6  d.  if  the  value  fhall  not  ex¬ 
ceed  20 1.  and  of  5  s.  if  above  20 1,  and  not 
amounting  to  100  1.  and  of  20  s.  if  100 1.  or  up- 

On  dealers  in  coffee,  tea,  and  chocolate,  for  a 
licence  5  s.  annually  — »  — .  — 


1 7  So. 


In  all 
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His  Majefly’s  moft  gracious  Speech  to 
both  Houles  of  Parliament.  Hhurf 
day  the  2$th  of  November ,  I  779. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
MEET  you  in  parliament 
at  a  time  when  we  are  called 
upon  by  every  principle  of  duty, 
and  every  confideration  of  intereft, 
to  exerc  our  united  efforts  in  the 
fupport  and  defence  of  our  coun¬ 
try,  attacked  by  an  unjuft  and 
unprovoked  war,  ahd  contending 
with  one  of  the  moft  dangerous 
confederacies  that  ever  was  form¬ 
ed  againft  the  crown  and  people  of 
Great  Britain. 

The  defigns  and  attempts  of 
our  enemies  to  invade  this  king¬ 
dom,  have,  by  the  bleffing  of 
Providence,  been  hitherto  fruf- 
trated  and  difappointed.  They 
Hill  menace  us  with  great  arma¬ 
ments  and  preparations ;  but  we 
are,  I  truft,  on  our  part,  well 
prepared  to  meet  every  attack  and 
repel  every  infult.  I  know  the 
charadler  of  my  brave  people  :  the 
menaces  of  their  enemies,  and  the 
approach  of  danger,  have  no  other 
effedl  oh  their  minds,  but  to  ani¬ 
mate  their  courage,  and  to  call 
forth  that  national  fpirit,  which 
has  fo  often  checked,  and  defeat¬ 
ed,  the  proje&s  of  ambition  and 
injuftice,  and  enabled  the  Britifh 
‘Vol.  XXIII. 


fleets  and  armies  to  protect  their 
own  country,  to  vindicate  their 
own  rights,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  uphold  j  and  preferve,  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  Europe,  from  the  reftlefs 
and  encroaching  power  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

In  the  midft  of  mv  care  and 

j 

folicitude  for  the  fafety  and  wel¬ 
fare  of  this  country,  I  have  not 
been  inattentive  to  the  ftate  of  my 
loyaLand  faithful  kingdom  of  Ire  ¬ 
land.  I  have*  in  confequence  of 
your  addreffes,  prefented  to  me  in 
the  laft  feflion,  ordered  fuch  pa¬ 
pers  to  be  collected  and  laid  before 
you,  as  may  aflift  your  delibera¬ 
tions,  on  this  important  bufinefs  ; 
and  I  recommend  it  to  you  to  con- 
flder  what  further  benefits  and  ad¬ 
vantages  may  be  extended  to  that 
kingdom,  by  fuch  regulations,  and 
fuch  methods,  as  may,  moft  ef¬ 
fectually,  promote  the  common 
ftrength,  wealth,  and  interefts  of 
all  my  dominions. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Koufe  of 
Commons, 

The  proper  eftimates  fliall,  in 
due  time,  be  laid  before  you.  I 
fee,  with  extreme  concern,  that 
the  neceffary  eftablifhments  of  my 
naval  and  military  forces,  and  the 
various  fervices  and  operations  of 
the  enfuing  year,  muft  inevitably 
be  attended  with  great  and  heayy 
\ X J  '  expences . 
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expences  ;  but  I  rely  on  your  wif- 
dom  and  public  fpirit  for  fuch 
fupplies,  as  the  circumftances  and 
exigencies  of  our  affairs  fhall  be 
found  to  require. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  great  fatisfaflion  in  re¬ 
newing  the  affurances  of  my  en¬ 
tire  approbation  of  the  good  con¬ 
duct  and  difcipline  of  the  militia, 
and  of  their  heady  perfeverance  in. 
their  duty;  and  I  return  my  cor¬ 
dial  thanks  to  all  ranks  of  my 
loyal  fubjedls  who  have  flood 
forth  in  this  arduous  conjuncture, 
and  by  their  zeal,  their  influence, 
and  their  perfonal  fervice,  have 
given  confidence  as  well  as  itrength 
to  the  national  defence.  Truiling 
in  the  Divine  Providence,  and  in 
the  juftice  of  my  caufe,  I  am  firm¬ 
ly  refolded  to  '  profecute  the  war 
with  vigour,  and  to  make  every 
exertion  in  order  to  compel  our 
enemies  to  liften  to  equitable 
terms  of  peace  and  accommoda¬ 
tion  . 

_ _ _  % 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Loras  Spi¬ 
ritual  and  ctemf>orali  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  ajjembled . 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

E,  your  Majefty’s  moft  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjedls,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in 
parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  majefty  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  moft  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

The  juft  fenfe  we  have  of  the 
bleffings  under  your  majefty’s  go¬ 
vernment,  and  the  indignation  we 
feel  at  the  unprovoked  and  un¬ 
warrantable  aggreffion  of  our  ene¬ 
mies,  who  feek  to  deprive  us  of 
thofe  bleffings,  and  threaten  your 
majefty’s  kingdoms  with  invasion. 


will  continue  to  animate  our  reso¬ 
lutions,  and  redouble  our  efforts 
in  the  national  defence.  We 
trull,  that  thofe  efforts,  feconded 
by  the  zeal  of  a  faithful  ana  loyal 
people,  will,  under  the  Providence 
of  God,  be  fully  fufficient  to  re¬ 
pel  every  attack,  to  fruftrate  the 
hopes,  and  defeat  the  defigns,  of 
any  confederacy  that  may  be  form¬ 
ed  again  ft  your  majefty’s  crown 
and  dominions. 

Id  fuch  a  crifis,  the  approach  of 
danger  can  ferve  only  to  call  forth 
that  national  fpirit,  which  always 
rifes  with  the  occafion  that  de¬ 
mands  it,  but  never  difplayed  it* 
felf  in  a  more  important  conjunc¬ 
ture,  though  it  has  fo  often  pro¬ 
tested  the  liberties  of  fhefe  king¬ 
doms,  and  of  Europe  in  general, 
and  has  enabled  the  Britilh  Beets 
and  armies  to  withftand,  and  de¬ 
feat,  the  defigns  of  that  reftlefs  and 
afpiring  ambition,  which  has  fo 
frequently  difturbed  the  peace  and 
invaded  the  rights  of  mankind. 

We  are  deeply  fen.fi ble  of  your 
majefty’s  paternal  goodnefs, which, 
does  not  confine  itfdf  to  one  part 
of  your  dominions,  but  is  anxious 
for  the  profperity  of  the  whole, 
and,  in  the  midft  of  your  care  and 
folicitude  for  the  fafety  and  wel¬ 
fare  of  this  country,  has  led  your 
attention  to  the  ftate  of  your  loyal 
and  faithful  kingdom  of  Ireland; 
Guided  by  the  fame  fentiments 
which  prompted  the  humble  ad¬ 
drefs  we  preheated  to  your  majefty 
the  laft  feffion,  we  will  continue 
our  attention  to  thofe  important 
objects  your  majefty’s  wifdom  re¬ 
commends,  and  after  deliberately 
weighing  the  whole,  will  confider, 
what  further  benefits  may  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  that  kingdom,  by  fuch 
regulations,  and  fuch  methods,  as 
a  may 
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may  moft  effectually  promote  the 
common  ftrength,  wealth,  and  in- 
terefts  of  all  your  majefty’s  domi¬ 
nions. 

Your  majefty’s  approbation  of 
tli e  good  conduCt  and  difcipline  of 
the  militia,  and  of  their  fteady 
perfeverance  in  their  duty,  and 
the  fatisfaCtion  your  majefly  ex- 
preffes  in  the  conduCt  of  your 
loyal  fubjeCts  of  all  ranks,  who 
have  flood  forth  in  this  arduous 
conjuncture,  muft  redouble  that 
zeal,  extend  that  influence,  and 
increafe  thofe  perfonal  exertions, 
which  have  given  confidence  as 
well  as  ftrength  to  the  national  de¬ 
fence. 

We  fee,  with  great  fatisfaCtion, 
that  your  majefly,  trufling  in  the 
Divine  Providence,  and  in  the  juf- 
tice  of  your  caufe,  is  firmly  re- 
folved  to  profecute  the  war  with 
vigour,  and  to  make  every  exer¬ 
tion,  in  order  to  compel  our  ene¬ 
mies  to  lilten  to  equitable  terms  of 
peace  and  accommodation.  Such 
fptrited  and  vigorous  meafures 
muft  be  conducive  to  fo  defirable 
an  end  ;  and  vve  humbly  beg  leave 
to  aflame  your  majefly,  that  they 
will  meet  with  our  molt  hearty 
concurrence  and  firmeft  fupport. 

His  Majefly'* s  7nofl  gracious  Anflwer. 

My  Lords, 

I  THANK  you  for  this  dutiful 
and  loyal  addrefs.  The  fpirit 
smd  refolution  with  which  you 
Hand  forth  in  the  national  defence, 
and  the  fupport  you  promife  to  the 
vigorous  meafures  1  am  deter¬ 
mined  to  purfue,  mufl  tend  to 
reftore,  upon  fair  and  equitable 
terms,  that  general  tranquility, 
which  I  have  ever  endeavoured  to 
maintain  ^  and  your  attention  to 
thofe  important  objeCts  I  have  re- 
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commended  to  you,  will,  I  doubt 
not,  increafe  the  general  profpe- 
rity  of  all  my  fubjeCts,  which  is 
my  conflant  and  invariable  aim. 

I 


flhe  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of 

Cotnmons  to  the  King. 

■# 

Mofl  gracious  Sovereign,  ' 

WE  your  majefty’s  moft  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjeCts, 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
parliament  affembled,  beg  leave 
to  return  your  majefly  the  thanks 
of  this  Houfe,  for  your  moft  gra¬ 
cious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

We  are  truly  fenhble  that,  in 
the  prefent  arduous  fituation  of 
affairs,  we  are  called  upon  by 
every  principle  and  every  fenti- 
ment  of  duty  to  your  majefly,  and 
to  thofe  we  reprefent,  to  exert  and 
to  unite  our  utmoft  efforts  in  the 
fupport  and  defence  of  our  coun¬ 
try  againft  a  moft  unjuft  war,  and 
one  of  the  moft  dangerous  confe¬ 
deracies  that  was  ever  formed 
againft  the  crcwn  and  people  of 
Great  Britain. 

We  fee  and  revere  the  goodnefs 
of  Divine  Providence,  in  fruftrat- 
ing  and  difappointing  the  defigns 
of  our  enemies  to  invade  this  king¬ 
dom  :  and  whenever  they  attempt 
to  carry  their  menaces  into  exe¬ 
cution,  vve  truft  that  their  attacks 
will  be^  repelled,  and  their  enter- 
prize  defeated,  by  the  blefting  of 
the  fame  Providence  on  the  valour 
and  intrepidity  of  your  majsfty's 
fleets  and  armies  ;  and  that  your 
majefty’s  gracious  and  endearing 
declaration  of  your  confidence  ia 
the  character  and  courage  of  your 
people  will  be  juftified,  by  the 
moft  convincing  proofs,  that  they 
are  ftiil  animated  by  the  fame  ar- 
[X]  2  "  dour. 
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dour,  and  the  fame  fpirit,  that 
have  in  former  times  carried  this 
nation  through  fo  many  difficul¬ 
ties  and  dangers,  and  have  fo  of¬ 
ten  enabled  their  anceftors  to  pro¬ 
tect  their  country  and  all  its  do¬ 
minions,  and  to  fave  not  only 
their  own  rights,  but  the  liberties 
of  other  free  Hates,  from  the  reft- 
Jefs  ambition  and  encroaching 
power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

We  acknowledge,  with  thank- 
fulnefs,  your  majefty’s  goodnefs 
and  attention  to  the  addrefs  of  this 
Houfe,  refpeCting  your  loyal  and 
faithful  kingdom  of  Ireland,  in 
being  pleafed  to  order  fuch  papers 
to  be  communicated  to  this  Houfe, 
as  may  affift  our  deliberations  on 
this  important  bulinefs :  and  we 
beg  leave  to  allure  your  majeily, 
that  we  will  not  fail  to  take  into 
our  confederation  what  further  be¬ 
nefits  and  advantages  may  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  that  kingdom  by  fuch 
regulations,  and  fuch  methods,  as 
may  moil  effectually  promote  the 
common  ftrength,  wealth,  and  in- 
terefts  of  all  your  dominions. 

Permit  us,  Sir,  to  return  our 
bumble  thanks  to  your  majefty,  for 
the  gracious  manner  in  which 
your  majefty  renews  and  confirms 
your  entire  approbation  of  the 
good  conduct  and  fteady  difcipline 
of  the  national  militia ;  and  to 
allure  your  majefty  that  we  con¬ 
cur  molt  lincerely  with  your  ma¬ 
jefty,  in  acknowledging  and  ap¬ 
plauding  the  meritorious  zeal  and 
fervices  of  thofe  loyal  fubjeCtswho 
flood  forth  in  the  hour  of  danger, 
and  who  have  added  confidence, 
as  well  as- ftrength,  to  the  national 
defence. 

Your  majefty’s  faithful  commons 
receive  with  gratitude,  and  take  a 
ffncere  part  in,  your  majefty ’s  pa¬ 


ternal  expreffions  of  concern,  that 
the  various  and  extenfive  fervices 
and  operations  cf  the  enfuing  year 
muft  unavoidably  be  attended  with 
great  and  heavy  expences :  yet, 
when  it  is  confidered  how  much 
the  commerce,  the  profperitv,  and 
the  fafety,  of  Great  Britain  de¬ 
pend  on  the  iffue  of  this  centeft, 
we  doubt  not  that  fuch  powerful 
confiderations  and  motives  will  in¬ 
duce  all  your  majefty ’s  fubjeCts  to 
fuftain,  with  chearfuinefs  and  mag¬ 
nanimity,  whatever  burthens  fhail 
be  found  neceftary,  for  railing  fuch 
fupplies  as  may  enable  your  ma¬ 
jefty  to  profecute  the  war  with  vi¬ 
gour  and  eifeCi,  and  to  make  every 
exertion,  in  order  to  compel  your 
enemies  to  liften  to  equitable 
terms  of  peace  and  accommoda¬ 
tion. 


Addrefs  of  the  Archhijhop ,  Bijhops, 
and  Clergy  cf  the  Province  of 
Canterbury,  in  Convocatiofi ,  af- 
fembled ,  prefented  to  his  Majefty 
on  the  \  Jth  of  November ,  1780, 

Moll  gracious  Sovereign, 

W'  E  your  majefty’s  moll  duti¬ 
ful  and  loyal  fubjeCts,  the 
archbifhop,  biftiops,  and  clergy  of 
the  province  of  Canterbury,  in 
convocation  ailembled,  humbly  beg 
leave  to  approach  your  throne,  and 
with  the  deepeft  fenfe  of  gratitude 
for  the  protection  we  continue  to 
enjoy  under  your  majefly’s  reign, 
to  offer  our  unfeigned  congratula¬ 
tions  on  the  further  fecurity  of 
your  majefty’s  illuftrious  Houfe,  by 
the  birth  of  another  prince,  and  on 
the  happy  recovery  of  our  gracious 
queen,  the  patronefs  of  religion, 
and  virtue. 

We  are,  on  this  occafton,  parti. 

cularly 
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cularly  obliged  to  acknowledge 
and  admire  a  late  indance  of  your 
majedy’s  attention  to  the  interells 
of  Chriftianity,  in  your  royal  mu¬ 
nificence  to  the  pious  deligns  of 
the  fociety  for  the  propagation  of 
the  gofpel  in  foreign  parts,  ereCted 
by  a  charter  from  your  glorious 
predeceffor,  King  William,  and 
now  redored  to  its  former  activity, 
by  the  liberal  contributions  of 
your  fubje&s,  encouraged  by  your 
majedy’s  example. 

Amidd  all  the  protection  and 
favour  we  derive  from  the  good- 
nefs  of  your  majedy’s  heart,  we 
lament  the  neceffity  of  confefiing, 
that  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  times 
continues  to  counteract  your  pa¬ 
ternal  care  for  the  date  of  national 
religion.  Bad  men  and  bad  books 
are  the  produce  of  all  times  ;  but 
we  obferve  with  particular  regret, 
that  the  wickednefs  of  the  age 
hath  of  late  been  directly  pointed 
at  the  fences  of  piety  and  virtue, 
eftabiifhed  by  God  himfelf,  and 
apparently  fecured  by  law. 

The  open  violation  Of  the  Lord?s 
day,  and  the  invitations  of  men  to 
defert  the  religious  duties  of  that 
day  for  amufements,  frivolous  at 
bed,  appears  to  call  for  the  aid  of 
the  civil  magidrate,  to  check  the 
progrefs  of  an  evil  fo  dangerous 
both  to  church  and  date,  by  fup- 
prefling  on  the  Lord’s  day,  places 
of  refort  for  pleafure,  where  the 
interpofition  of  the  miniders  of 
religion  is  impracticable.  We  hum¬ 
bly  allure  your  majefty,  that  fo  far 
as  any  exertion  of  our’s  can  reach, 
we  diall  not  fail  to  admonilh  and 
rebuke,  both  by  word  and  exam¬ 
ple. 

We  have  the  comfortable  hope. 
Sir,  that  it  will  appear  to  your 
flaajedy,  that  Popery  is  lefs  preva¬ 


lent  than  it  has  been  in  this  part 
of  your  dominions.  We  are  too 
zealoufly  attached  to  Protedantifm 
not  to  oppofe  the  errors  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  as  well  in  con- 
troverhal  attacks,  as  in  the  more 
fuccefsful  way  of  teaching  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  our  Apodolical  Church; 
adhering,  at  the  fame  time,  inva¬ 
riably  to  the  principles  of  the  re¬ 
formation,  which  direct  us  to  op¬ 
pofe  error  of  every  kind,  by  argu¬ 
ment  and  perfuafion,  and  to  dif- 
avow  all  violence  in  the  caufe  of 
religion. 

May  Almighty  God,  who,  for 
our  fins,  hath  permitted  your  ma¬ 
jedy  to  be  involved  in  a  war,  jud, 
indeed,  and  neceflary,  but  in  its 
own  nature  productive  of  much  ca¬ 
lamity,  blefs  your  majedv’s  efforts 
with  decifive  fuccefs  1 

It  becomes  us,  as  miniders  of 
the  gofpel,  to  pr^ufe  God  for  every 
victory  which  has  a  tendency  to 
the  bleflings  of  peace;  and  when¬ 
ever  it  fhali  pleafe  his  infinite 
vvifdom  to  redore  them  to  this  na¬ 
tion,  we  fhali  further  befeech  him 
to  grant  to  your  majedy  the  full 
enjoyment  of  thofe  bleflings  for 
many  years,  in  the  prolperity  and 
unanimous  loyalty  of  your  fub- 
je£ts. 

To  which  Addrefs  his  Majedy  was 
pleafed  to  return  the  following 
mod  gracious  Anfwer: 

I  THANK  you  for  your  con¬ 
gratulations  on  the  increafe  of  my 
family,  and  the  happy  recovery  of 
the  queen. 

I  hear  with  pleafure  the  zeal 
you  exprefs  for  the  intereds  of  our 
holy  religion  ;  and  I  fhali  conti¬ 
nue  to  make  it  my  condant  en¬ 
deavour  to  fupport  them  upon  the 
[W]  3  principles 
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principles  of  the  reformation, 
aeainit  the  encroachments  of  licen- 

O  ^  ^  V  „ 

tioufnefs  or  fuperftition. 

Trufting  to  the  juftice  ot  my 
caufe,  I  rely  on  the  continuance 
of  the  bleffings  of  Providence  on 
my  endeavours  to  reftore  to  my 
people  a  ( fafp  and  honourable 
peace. 


PROTEST  <pf  the  LORDS. 

-  '  '  * 

Die  Mart  is ,  Feb.  8<&f, 

Moved, 

r-| .  HAT  a  committee  be  ap- 

j[  pointed,  confiding  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  both  Houfes,  pcireffing  nei¬ 
ther  employment  nor  penfion,  to 
examine  without  delay  into  the 
public -expenditure,  and  the  mode 
of  accounting  for  the  fame  ;  more 
particularly  into  the  manner  of 
making  all  contrails,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  take  into  confidera- 
tion  what  favings  can  be  made  con¬ 
fident  with  public  dignity,  juftice, 
and  gratitude,  by  an  abolition  of 
old  or  new  created  offices,  the  du¬ 
ties  of  which  have  either  r.eafed, 
or  ihall  on  enquiry  prove  inade¬ 
quate  to  the  fees  or  other  emolu¬ 
ments  ariiing  therefrom,  or  by  the 
reduction  of  fuch  Salaries  or  other  al¬ 
lowances  and  profits  as  may  appear 
to  be  unreafonable ;  that  the  fame 
may  be  applied  to  leften  the  pre- 
fent  ruinous  expenditure,  and  to 
enable  us  to  carry  op  the  prefent 
war  againfl  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 
with  that  dec ifi on  and  vigour 
which  can  alone  Vefult  from  na¬ 
tional  zeal,  confidence,  and  una¬ 
nimity. 

After  a  long  debate,  the  Houfe 


divided  at  half  pad  one,  when 

there  appeared 

For  the  motion  5$.  Again  ft 

it  101,  including  proxies. 

Majority  againfl  the  motion  46. 

Dissentient, 

1  ft.  Becaufe,  however  the  vvafte 
of  public  money,  and  the  profu- 
fion  of  ufelefs  Salaries,  may  have 
been  heretofore  overlooked  in  the 
days  of  wealth  and  profperity,  the 
neceffities  of  the  prefent  time  can 
no  longer  endure  the  fame  fyfcem 
of  corruption  and  prodigality. 

The  fearcity  of  money,  the  di- 
miniihed  value  of  land,  the  linking 
of  rents,  with  the  decline  of  trade, 
are  melancholy  proofs  that  we  are 
almoft  arrived  at  the  end  of  taxa¬ 
tion,  and  yet  the  demands  are  an¬ 
nually  increafed,  while,  the  hopes 
of  peace  are  every  year  put  to  a 
greater  diftance. 

For  let  any  man  confider  the 
immenfe  debt  increafing  beyond 
the  poffibility  of  payment,  with 
the  prefent  accumulation  of  taxes 
upon  every  article,  not  only  of 
luxury,  but  of  convenience  and 
even  of  neceftar^  ufe  ;  and  let  him, 
carry  his  thoughts  forward  to  thofe 
additional  duties  which  m u ft  im¬ 
mediately  be  impofed  to  make  good 
the  intereft  of  the  approaching 
ldan,  and  of  that  debt  which  will 
remain  unfunded,  he  will  find 
that  at  lead  one  million  and  a 
half  of  intereft  mu  ft  be  provided 
for,  befides  what  may  be  further 
neceffary  to  make  good  the  deft- 
deuces  of  the  late  taxes. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  the 
favings  of  a  ftridl  and  vigilant  ceco- 
nomy  in  every  branch,  and  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  overgrown  falaries, 
unmerited  peuftons,  and  ufelefs 

places,, 
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places,  to  the  public  fervice,  are 
almoft  the  only  refource  left  in  the 
exhaulled  Hate  of  our  finances.  But 
beiides  this  ltron  >  argument  of  ne- 
ceffi ty  that  prefles  upon  the  prefcnt 
moment,  iuch  and  fo  great  are 
the  abufes  in  the  management  and 
expenditure  of  the  public  money 
as  would  call  for  the  lhkleft  en¬ 
quiry  and  animadveriion  even  in 
the  bed  of  times.  The  practice  of 
expending  immenfe  fums  without 
confent  of  parliament,  under  the 
fallacious  head  of  contingencies 
and  extraordinaries,  the  greater 
part  of  which  might  eafily  be  com- 
prifed  in  an  eftimate  ;  but  becaufe 
lome  unforeieen  articles  are  not 
capable  of  fuch  precifion,  the  mi- 
niller  has,  under  that  colour,  found 
out  a  method  of  expending  the 
public  money  fir  it  ad  libitum ,  and 
when  it  has  been  fo  expended,  has 
found  means  to  induce  parliament 
to  think  itfelf  bound  in  honour  to 
ratify  and  make  it  good,  deferves 
the  higheft  cenfure  ;  and  no  mi- 
nifter  who  fhall  dare  to  itake  the 
public  credit,  for  money  that  has 
not  been  voted,  ought  to  be  j uni¬ 
fied  by  a  lefs  authority  than  an  A  61 
of  Indemnity.  The  millions  which 
remain  in  confequence  unexplain¬ 
ed  and  unaccounted  for ;  the 
fhameful  facility  of  admitting  ai- 
moll  every  claim  ;  the  improvident 
bargains  made  for  the  public  fer¬ 
vice  ;  the  criminal  negledl  and  even 
contempt  of  the  few  checks  ella- 
bliiijed  in  the  Board  of  Treafury, 
befides  great  part  of  the  money 
being  fhared  in  its  paiTage  among 
a  tribe  of  colle&ors,  clerks,  agents, 
jobbers  or  contractors,  or  paid 
away  by  official  extortion,  or  (top¬ 
ped  in  its  courfe  to  breed  interefl 
for  fome  ingroffing  individuals,  are 
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grievances  which  the  prefent  mo¬ 
tion  has  in  view  to  remedy. 

2dly.  But  great  and  important 
as  the  motion  is  in  this  view  of  it, 
it  is  hill  more  important  in  ano¬ 
ther,  as  it  tends  to  narrow  the  wide 
fpreading  influence  of,  the  crown, 
that  has  found  its  way  into  every 
corner  of  the  kingdom. 

It  is  fufficient  to  allude  to  this 
grievance,  without  any  farther  en¬ 
largement  ;  but  this  argument, 
though  perhaps  the  ftrongelt  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  motion,  has  been 
turned  into  an-ohjedion  to  it,  as 
if  it  meant  to  abridge  the  rights 
of  monarchy,  and  make  the  crown, 
dependent  on  the.  parliament. 

If  the  objection  means  to  inli- 
nuate  that  corruption  is  neceffary  tg 
government,  we  fhall  leave  that 
principle  to  confute  itfelf  by  its 
own  apparent  iniquity. 

That  this  motion  is  intended  to 
diminifh  the  conititutional  power  of 
the  crown,  we  denv.  The  confti- 
tutional  power  of  the  crown  we 
are  no  lefs  felicitous  to  preferve,  • 
than  we  are  to  annihilate  its  un- 
conititutional  influence.  The  prev 
rogative  rightly  underftood,  not 
touched  or  intended  to  be  touched 
by  this  motion,  will  fupport  the 
crown  in  all  the  fplendour  which 
the  king’s  perfonal  dignity  requires, 
and  with  all  the  authority  and  vi¬ 
gour  neceffary  to  give  due  effect  to 
the  executive  powers  of  govern¬ 
ment. 

It  has  been  argued,  that  this  is 
not  a  proper  time  for  reformation, 
when  all  the  attention  of  the  king¬ 
dom  fhould  be  employed  upon  the 
war,  as  the  great  and  only  object 
in  the  prefent  time  of  diftrefs :  to 
which  we  beg  leave  to  infill  that 
the  prefent  is,  for  that  very  rea- 

[X]  4 
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fon,  the  properefl  time,  becaufe 
nothing  is  fo  effential  to  the  con- 
dud;  and  profecution  of  the  war  as 
the  frugal  management  of  that 
fupply  by  which  only  it  can  be 
carried  on  with  any  profped  of 
fuccefs.  Nor  ought  the  plan  of 
^economy  to  be  any  longer  delayed 
at  the  rifque  of  a  general  bank¬ 
ruptcy  ;  and  from  the  hiflory  of 
this,  as  well  as  other  countries, 
times  of  neceffity  have  been  always 
times  of  reform, 

3dly.  Becaufe  we  conceive  that 
the  mode  of  a  committee,  which 
jnight  ad  with  a  committee  of 
the  other  Houfe,  and  might,  if 
neceffary,  be  rendered  durable, 
and  veiled  with  due  powers  by  an 
ad  of  the  whole  legiflature,  might 
bring  back  the  public  expenditure 
toitsconliitutional  principle, might 
devife  proper  regulations  for  open¬ 
ing  contracts  to  the  propofals  of 
every  fair  bidder  for  reforming 
the  abufes  of  office,  and  the  enor¬ 
mity  of  fees,  with  a  variety  of 
other  abufes,  particularly  that  of 
large  fums  of  money  lying  in  the 
hands  of  individuals,  to  the  lofs  of 
the  Hate, 

An  objedion  has  been  Aron^Iy 
urged  on  the  ground  of  an  appre- 
beniion  expreffed  by  feme  lords, 
as  if  they  feriouOy  entertained  it, 
of  its  producing  a  quarrel  between 
the  two  Houfes  of  parliament ;  in 
confequence  of  which,  the  public 
bufinefs  might  be  obflructed,  by  a 
claim  on  the  part  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  an  exclufive  right  of 
confidering  and  providing  for  the 
fubjects  of  this  motion. 

Such  a  claim  certainly  cannot 
be  fupported,  as  a  confequence  of 
the  claim  of  that  Houfe  to  origi¬ 
nate  money  bills.  Not  a  fingle 
3bord  appeared  to  entertain  an  idea 
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that  fuch  a  claim  would  he  well 
founded:  In  truth,  the  objedion, 
fuppofes  it  to  be  ill  founded,  and 
that  therefore  the  Houfe  will  re* 
fill  it  ;  and  yet  it  affumes  that  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  will  advance 
and  perfift  in  this  ill  -  founded 
claim.  We  cannot  difeover  any 
-colour  for  fuch  a  fuppofltion,  un 
lefs  we  were  to  adopt  the  infinu- 
ations  of  thofe  who  reprefent  the 
corrupt  influence  (which  it  is  our 
with  to  fupprefs)  as  already  per¬ 
vading  that  Houfe.  Thofe  who 
entertain  that  opinion  of  one 
Houfe  of  parliament,  will  hardly 
think  lefs  difrefpedfully  of  the 
other.  To  them  it  will  feeni  a 
matter  of  indifference,  whether 
the  motion  is  defeated  by  the  ex* 
ertion  of  that  influence,  to  excite 
a  grou.ndle.fs  claim  in  the  one 
Houfe,  or  by  a  groundieis  appre* 
henflon  of  fuch  a  claim  in  the 
other.  But  we,  who  would  be 
underflood  to  think  with  more  re¬ 
ined  of  both,  cannot  entertain  an 
apprehenflon  fo  injurious  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  as  that  they 
would  at  this  time  efpecially,  and 
on  this  occaiion,  have  advanced 
fuch  a  claim. 

The  motion  has  likewife  been 
objected  to  on  account  of  its  difqua- 
lifying  perfons  poflefling  employ¬ 
ments  or  peniions,  to  be  of  the 
propofed  committee.  We  are  far 
from  fuppofing  that  the  pofieffion 
of  place  or  penfion  neceffarily  cor¬ 
rupts  the  integrity  of  the  pofleffor. 
We  have  Teen,  and  the  public 
have  feen,  many  illuflrious  in¬ 
stances  of  the  contrary;  yet  we 
cannot  but  fuppofe  that  the  public 
expectation  of  advantage  from  this 
meafure  would  have  been  lefs  fan- 
guine,  if  they  had  feen  perfon§ 
poflefling  offices  fele&ed  to  diftin« 
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puifh  how  far  their  offices  were  ufe- 
ful  or  their  falaries  adequate;  they 
perhaps  would  not  think  the  pof- 
feffor  of  a  penfion  or  office  the  fit¬ 
ted:  judge  how  far  that  penfion  or 
office  had  been  merited  or  was  ne- 
ceffary.  We  cannot  therefore 
think  the  motion  juftly  exception¬ 
able  on  this  ground  ;  it  rather  ap¬ 
pears  to  us  to  have  been  drawn 
with  a  proper  attention  to  noble 
lords  in  that  predicament,  exempt¬ 
ing  them  from  a  fituation  which 
they  muit  necefiarily  wiih  to  de¬ 
cline. 

We  conceive  ourfelves  war¬ 
ranted  in  the  mode  propofed,  by 
precedent  as  well  as  reafon,  and 
it  was  ftated  to  the  Houfe  to  have 
been  recommended  by  the  moll  ap¬ 
proved  conftitutional  authors  who 
have  written  fince  the  revolution  ; 
but  having  offered  to  meet  any 
other  propolition  which  might 
carry  with  it  fubftantial  remedy, 
and  no  fuch  being  offered,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  time  this  propo- 
fition  has  lain  before  the  Houfe, 
we  cannot  help  confidering  the 
prefent  negative  as  going  to  the 
fubftantial  as  well  as  formal  part 
of  the  motion,  and  hold  ourfelves 
obliged  to  avail  ourfelves  of  our 
right  of  entering  our  protelt  againft 
the  rejection  of  the  above  propo¬ 
sition. 

4thly.  We  are  farther  impelled 
to  prefs  this  motion,  becaufe  the 
object  of  it  has  been  feconded  and 
called  for  by  a  confiderable  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  people,  who  are  affo- 
ciating  for  this  purpofe,  and  feem 
determined  to  purfue  it,  by  every 
legal  and  conftitutional  method 
that  can  be  devifed  for  its  fuccefs ; 
and  however  fome  may  affefl  to  be 
alarmed,  as  if  fuch  affociations 
tended  to  difturb  the  peace,  or  en¬ 
croach  upon  the  delegated  power 
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of  the  other  Houfe,  we  are  per- 
fuaded  they  have  no  other  view 
but  to  colleft  the  fenfe  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  to  inform  the  whole  body 
of  the  reprefentatives,  what  are 
the  fentiments  of  the  whole  body 
of  their  conflituents,  ift  which 
refpect  their  proceedings  have 
been  orderly,  peaceable,  and  con¬ 
ftitutional.  And  if  it  be  afked, 
what  farther  is  to  be  done  if  thefe 
petitions  are  rejected?  The  beft 
anfwer  is,  that  the  cafe  cannot  be 
fuppofed  ;  for  although  upon  a  few 
feparate  petitions  it  may  be  fairly 
faid  that  the  other  Houfe  ought 
not  to  be  decided  by  a  part  only 
of  their  conflituents,  vet  it  cannot 
be  prefumed  they  will  ait  in  de¬ 
fiance  of  the  united  opinion  of 
the  whole  people,  or  indeed  of 
any  great  and  notorious  majority. 
I;  is  admitted  they  have  a  power 
to  vote  as  they  think  fit;  but  it 
is  not  poffible  to  conceive  that  fo 
wife  an  affembly  will  ever  be  ralh 
enough  to  rejeit  fuch  petitions,, 
and  by  that  means  caufe  this  dan¬ 
gerous  queftion  to  be  broached 
and  agitated.  Whether  they  have 
net  broke  their  truft  ?  The  voice  of 
the  people  will  certainly  be  com¬ 
plied  with. 

Minifters  may,  as  they  have  done 
in  recent  infiances,  deprive  any 
man  of  what  he  holds  at  their  plea- 
fare,  for  prefuming  to  exercife  his 
undoubted  right  of  thinking  for 
himfelf  on  thefe  or  other  public 
fubjefts  :  but  it  will  not  be  wife 
in  them  to  treat  thefe  affociations 
with  contempt,  or  call  them  by 
the  invidious  name  of  Fa&ion,  a 
name  by  which  the  minority  in 
both  Houfes  of  parliament  have 
been  fo  frequently  and  fo  falfely 
calumniated,  becaufe  the  name  fo 
applied  will  recoil  back  upon 
themfelves.,  when  afling  againft 

the 
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the  general  fenfe  of  the  nation  ; 
nor  will  they  be  able  to  reprefent 
thefe  numbers,  fo  refpeftable  in 
rank  and  property  (as  they  did 
but  too  fuccefsfully  the  difcon- 
ten  teds  Americans) ,  as  a  mob  of 
indigent  and  feditious  incendiaries, 
becaufe  the  people  to  whom  this  is 
addreffed,  are  the  very  people  that 
are  abu fed,  and  every  man  bears 
within  himfelf  the  teftimony  of  its 
falsehood. 

The  min  idlers,  on  this  particular 


©ccafion,  cannot  deceive  the  people. 

Fortefcue, 

Abingdon, 

Harcourt, 

Pembroke  and 

De  Ferrars 

Montgomery, 

Beaulieu, 

Fitzwilliam, 

Camden, 

Rutland, 

Coventry, 

Nugent  Temple, 

Richmond, 

Bolton, 

Manchefter, 

Courtenay, 

Derby, 

Stamford, 

Effingham, 

Tankerville, 

Grafton, 

J.  S.  Afaph, 

Portland, 

W y  com  be. 

Ferrers, 

Craven, 

Cholmondeley, 

Rockingham, 

King, 

Scarborough, 

Abergavenny, 

Jerfey, 

I.  Peterborough,  Devonshire. 

DiJJentiente  3 
Radnor. 

without  reafons. 

For  all  the 

above  reafons^  ex- 

cept  the  fourth 

,  Olborne. 

Die  Luna?,  Mart.  6io0 
Moved, 

*~j-s  HAT  whereas  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Marquis  of  Car¬ 
marthen  was  difmiffed  from  his 
office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
£aft-Riding  of  Yorldhire,  on  the 
morning  of  the  8th  of  February, 
when  his  opinion  was  known  con¬ 
cerning  a  queftion  that  was  to  be 
agitated  in.  this  houfe  cn  the  even¬ 


ing  of  that  day ;  and  whereas  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Pembroke 
was  likewife  difmiffed  from  the 
office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Wilt¬ 
shire,  a  few  days  after  he  had 
given  his  vote  upon  the  fame 
queftion  ;  therefore  this  houfe  have 
reafon  to  fufpebt  that  they  were 
difmiffed  in  confequence  of  the 
faid  votes  ;  it  is  refolved  therefore 
that  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre¬ 
ferred  to  his  Majefty,  befeeching 
him  to  be  graciouily  pleafed  to 
inform  the  houfe,  whether  he  was 
advifed,  and  by  whom,  to  ditmifs 
the  faid  two  noble  lords  for  their 
condufl  in  parliament. 

After  a  long  debate,  the  queftion 
being  put. 

Contents  31  Proxies  8-39 
Not-contents  56  Proxies  36  -  92 
Dissentient, 

I.  Becaufe  we  cannot  entertain 
a  doubt,  but  that  the  two  noble 
lords,  whofe  removals  from  their 
lieutenancies  have  given  rife  to 
this  motion,  fuffered  this  mark  of 
his  Majefty ’s  difpieafure  for  their 
conduct  in  parliament. 

The  fatts  expreffed  of  the  mo¬ 
tion  were  fufficient  in  theoiielves 
to  fattsfy  any  reafonable  perfon, 
that  this  was  the  foie  caufe  of  their 
difmiffion,  and  might  well  have 
juftified  an  immediate  cenfure  on. 
the  advifers  of  that  uncon-ftitutional 
meafure.  But  the  motion,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  was  calculated  to 
point  the  cenfure  at  thofe  advifers 
by  name,  if  it  ihould  have  been 
merited,  gave  them  an  opportunity 
of  being  exculpated  if  guihlefs,  by 
the  foie  run  teftimoqy  which  his 
Majefty  would,  in  fuch  cafe,  have 
given  of  their  innocence. 

II.  Becaufe  the  offer  made  by 
the  noble  lord  who  propofed  this 
addrefs  that  it  ihould  be  with- 
drawn.,  if  any  one  of  his  Majefty’s 

min  ifters 
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minifters  would  declare  upon  his 
honour,  that  thefe  removals  were 
for  any  other  caufe  than  ‘  that  ’ 
which  has  been  alledged,  and  the 
lilence  with  which  minifters  thought 
fit  to  receive  thispropofal,  aithough 
called  upon  by  almoft  every  lord 
>yho  fpoke  for  the  motion,  is  an 
additional  reafon  for  confirming 
us  in  our  belief,  that  his  Majefty 
has  been  advifed  to  remove  the 
two  noble  lords  from  their  lieu¬ 
tenancies  for  their  conduct  in  par¬ 
liament. 

III.  Becaufe  we  confider  this 
difmiffion  of  lords  from  high  and 
honourable  offices,  on  account  of 
their  proceedings  in  parliament, 
to  be  a  violation  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  which  declares,  te  That 
proceedings  in  parliament  ought 
not  to  be  impeached  or  queftioned 
(much  lefs  punifhed)  in  any  court 
or  place  out  of  parliament/’  And 
we  are  greatly  apprehenfive  of  the 
confequences,  if  this  daring  at¬ 
tempt  to  fubvert  one  of  the  moll; 
facred  principles  of  our  coniti- 
tution,  fhould  pafs  with  impunity 
and  grow  into  precedent. 

IV.  Becaufe  the  mifchievous 
tendency  of  fuch  influence  is 
preatly  augmented  by  the  con¬ 
nection  which  the  offices  in  quef- 
tion  (lieutenancies  of  counties) 
have  with  the  proper  conftitution 
of  the  militia.  That  important 
branch  of  the  national  defence  has 
been  fo  altered  as  to  have  almoft 
loft  fight  of  the  original  principles 
of  an  Englifh  militia.  The  noto¬ 
rious  abufes  introduced  into  it, 
and  the  dilregard  paid  to  the  few 
wholefome  regulations  remaining 
in  it,  would  foon  make  the  militia 
a  dangerous  inftrument  in  the 
fcaads  of  the  minifter,  were  it  not 
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for  the  exemplary  zeal  of  thofe 
gentlemen,  who,  facrificing  every 
degree  of  domeftic  comfort,  and 
fubmitting  to  unneceflary  and 
diftant  removals  from  their  coun¬ 
ties,  kill  endeavour  to  maintain 
its  purity  in  the  character  of  its 
officers ;  and  we  confider  thefe 
alterations  and  abufes  as  giving 
the  more  juft  grounds  of  appre- 
henfion  and  jealoufy,  as  they  tend 
to  affimilate  the  militia  in  prin¬ 
ciple  and  in  habits  to  the  Handing 
army,  in  which  alfo  dangerous 
innovations  appear  daily  taking 
place;  innovations,  which  though 
charged  in  the  debate,  were  neither 
denied  nor  defended. 

Laftly,  becaufe  when  minifters, 
in  the  fame  moment  that  they  are 
exerting  the  influence  of  the  crown 
in  a  moll  corrupt  and  unconfti- 
tutional  manner,  think  fit  to  af- 
ferr,  in  con  tradition  to  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  all  cur  fenfes,  that  it  is 
not  increafed,  and  is  not  formi¬ 
dable,  vve  can  have  little  hope 
that  fuch  minifters  will  ever  fuffer 
that  influence  to  be  diminifhed, 
although  its  diminution  is  one  of 
the  principal  objects  of  the  prayer 
and  petition  of  the  people,  founded 
on  a  feeling  fenfe  of  the  increafed, 
iocreaftng,  and  formidable  extent 
of  it. 


Harcourt, 

Manchefter, 

Wycomb, 

Rockingham, 

Craven, 

Rutland, 

Camden, 

Abingdon, 

X)e  Ferrars, 

Abergavenny, 

Ponfonby, 

Fitzwilliam, 

King, 

Richmond, 

Derby, 

Effingham, 

Beaulieu, 

Radnor. 

Devonfhire, 

/ 
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Die  Veneris ,  Aprilis  14 mo* 
Moved, 

fipHAT  the  b!H,  in  titled  a  bill 
for  the  exclufion  of  con¬ 
tractors  from  the  lower  houfe  of 
parliament,  be  read  a  fecond  time 
and  committed. 

After  fome  debate,  the  queftion 
feeing;  put,  there  appeared 

For  the  commitment  -  41 

A  gain  it  it  -  60 

Majority  -  19 

It  was  then  moved  to  reject  the 
bill. 

The  queftion  was  put  there¬ 
upon,  and  refolved  in  the  affirm¬ 
ative. 

Dissentient, 

I.  Becaufe  the  commons,  de- 
Ikons  of  re-eflablifhing'  the  repu¬ 
tation  and  authority  of  parliament, 
and  of  giving  fatisfadlion  to  the 
people,  at  a  time  when  the  mod 
cordial  and  unfufpicious  confidence 
between  the  reprefentatsve  and 
condiment  bodies  is  edentially  ne- 
ceflary,  have  come  to  a  refolution, 
*  That  it  is  neceflary  to  declare, 
that  the  influence  of  the  crown  has 
increafed,  is  increaflng,  and  ought 
to  be  diminilhed.’ 

This  refolution  we  conceive  to 
be  undeniably  true,  and  highly 
feafonable.  Their  commencement 
of  the  diminution  (which  they 
have  folemnly  engaged  to  make) 
by  the  bill  here  rejected ,  is  no  lefs 
judicious.  In  the  midfl  of  a  war, 
in  which  nothing  (among  all  its 
unhappy  circumflances)  is  more 
remarkable  than  the  prodigality 
with  which  it  is  carried  on,  it 
appears  peculiarly  neceflary  to  re¬ 
move  from  parliament  the  fufpicion 
that  the  rafh  adoption,  the  obfli- 
nate  continuance  and  ikt  corrupt 


fupply  of  military  arrangements, 
are  connected  with  the  fupport  of 
a  court  majority  in  parliament. 

II.  Becaufe  the  people,  op- 
preiTed  with  aCtual  impofuions, 
and  terrified  with  the  certaia 
profpeCt  of  farther  and  heavier 
burthens,  have  a  right  to  be  af- 
fured,  that  none  fihould  have  a 
power  of  laying  thofe  burthens, 
who  have  an  interefl  in  increaflng 
them.  Neither  is  it  fit  that  they 
who  are  the  principal  fubjects  of 
complaint,  fihould  lit  as  the  con¬ 
trollers  of  their  own  conduct. 
Contrails  can  never  be  fairly  made, 
when  the  parliamentary  fervice  of 
the  contractor  is  a  neceflary,  un¬ 
derflood  part  of  the  agreement, 
and  mufl  be  reckoned  into  the 
price.  But  the  rnofl  unexcep¬ 
tionable  contrad  being  a  matter  of 
great  advantage  to  the  contractor, 
it  becomes  a  means  of  influence 
even  when  it  is  not  a  principle  of 
abufe.  It  is  the  greateft  of  all 
the  bribes  a  minifter  has  to  beftow  ; 
and  one  day’s  jobb  may  be  worth 
the  purchafe  of  the  fee  of  molt  of 
the  places  and  penfions  that  are 
held  in  that  houfe. 

III.  Becaufe  no  reafons  have 
been  affigned  for  the  rejection  of 
this  bill,  but  fuch  as  appear  to  us 
frivolous  or  dangerous.  It  was 

o 

argued  as  neceflary  to  abate  the 
phrenzy  of  virtue,  which  began  to 
fihew  itfelf  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons.  This  new  fpecies  of  phrenzy 
we  look  upon  to  be  rather  a  cha¬ 
racter  of  loundnefs,  than  a  fiymp- 
tom  of  infanity ;  and  we  fairly 
declare,  that,  as  we  frequently 
come  into  contaCt  with  the  other 
Houfe,  we  heartily  with  that  that 
diflemper  may  become  contagious. 
Another  reafon  affigned  againfl: 
this  bill,,  that  it  is  not  poffible  for 
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vaft  pecuniary  emoluments  to  have 
any  influence  on  members  of  par¬ 
liament,  appears  to  originate  from 
fo  perfect  a  puerility  of  under- 
ltanding,  or  fuch  a  contempt  of 
that  of  the  houfe  and  the  nation, 
that  it  is  mentioned  as  a  matter  to 
be  animadverted  upon,  not  an- 
fwered.  Of  the  fame  nature  is 
the  argument  drawn  from  the  fup- 
pofed  improbability  of  abufes  in 
contracts,  becaufe  the  law  has  left 
in  the  hands  of  minifters  the 
means  of  profecuting  at  law  the 
fupporters  of  their  power,  and  the 
accomplices  of  their  own  fraud  and 
malverfation.  Thefe  arguments 
will  give  little  fatisfaCtion  to  thofe 
who  look  at  the  Houfe  of  Lords  as 
a  barrier  again  ft  fome  poflibly  fud- 
cen  and  miftaken  warmth  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  that  might 
be  injurious  to  the  juft  preroga¬ 
tives  of  the  crown,  or  the  rights  of 
the  people  ;  but  we  will  not  bear 
the  grofs  abufe  of  this  conftitu- 
tional  power;  or  that  this  Houfe 
ihould  fet  itfelf  as  an  obftruCtion 
to  the  moft  honourable,  manly, 
and  virtuous  refolution  ever  come 
to  by  an  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  a 
refolution  made  in  direCt  con¬ 
formity  to  the  petitions  cf  their 
conftituents.  We  proteft,  there¬ 
fore,  againft  our  ftanding  in  the 
way  of  even  the  firft  fteps  taken 
towards  promoting  the  indepen¬ 
dence,  integrity,  and  virtue  of  a 
houfe  of  parliament. 


De  Ferrars, 

Rockingham, 

Abergavenny 

Fortefcue, 

Courtenay, 

Wycombe, 

Ponfonby, 

Percy, 

Ferrers, 


J.  St.  Afaph, 
Beau  lieu, 

Ofborne, 

Cholmondeley 

Manchefter, 

Coventry, 

St.  John, 

Fitz.  William, 
Abingdon, 
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Pembroke,  and  Portland, 
Montgomery,  Devonfhire, 
Scarborough,  Harcourt, 
Richmond,  Jerfey. 

For  the  flrft  and  third  reafons, 
adopting  however  very  heartily  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  parliamentary 
reprefentation  the  found  principles 
contained  in  the  fecond,  which  yet 
I  conceive  inapplicable  to  this  bill. 

Radnor. 


His  Majejiy's  moji  gracious  Speech  to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament ,  June 
19,  1780. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
^"“1“^  H  E  outrages  committed  by 
bands  of  defperate  and  aban¬ 
doned  men,  in  various  parts  of  this 
metropolis,  broke  forth  with  vio¬ 
lence  into  aCts  of  felony  and  trea- 
fon,  had  fo  far  overborne  all  civil 
authority,  and  threatened  fo  direct¬ 
ly  the  immediate  fubverfton  of  all 
legal  power,  the  deftruCtion  of  all 
property,  and  the  confuflon  of 
every  order  in  the  ftate,  that  I 
found  myfelf  obliged,  by  every  tie 
of  duty  and  affeCtion  to  my  people, 
to  fupprefs,  in  every  part,  thofe 
rebellious  infurreCtions,  and  to 
provide  for  the  public  fafety,  by 
the  moft  effectual  and  immediate 
application  of  the  force  entrufted 
to  me  bv  parliament. 

I  have  directed  copies  of  the 
proclamations  iflued  upon  that;  oc~ 
cafton,  to  be  laid  before  you. 

Proper  orders  have  been  given 
for  bringing  the  authors  and  abet¬ 
tors  of  thefe  infurreCtions,  and  the 
perpetrators  of  fuch  criminal  aCls, 
to  fpeedy  trial,  and  to  fuch  con¬ 
dign  punifhment  as  the  laws  of 
their  country  preferibe,  and  as  the 
vindication  of  public  juftice  de¬ 
mands. 

8  Though 


334]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780. 


Though  I  trull  it  is  not  ne- 
ceffary,  yet  I  think  it  right  at  this 
time,  to  renew  to  you  my  folenm 
affurances,  that  I  have  no  other 
object  but  to  make  the  laws  of  the 
realm  *  and  the  principles  of  our 
excellent  conftitution  in  church 
and  hate,  the  rule  and  meafure  of 
my  conduft ;  and  I  fhall  ever  con- 
fider  it  as  the  hrll  duty  of  my  fta- 
tion,  and  the  chief  glory  of  my 
reign,  to  maintain  and  preferve 
the  ehablifhed  religion  of  my 
kingdoms,  and  as  far  as  in  me 
lies,  to  fecure  and  to  perpetuate 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  my 
people. 


The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal ,  in  Par¬ 
liament  ajfembled . 

Die  Lunes,  190  Junii,  1780. 
Moll  gracious  Sovereign, 

your  M  a  jetty’s  moll  du- 
Yy  tiful  and  loyal  fubjefts, 

the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal, 
in  parliament  affembled,  beg  leave 
to  return  your  Majehy  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  moil  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

We  feel  the  utmofl  abhorrence 
and  deteftation  of  the  outrages 
committed  in  various  parts  of  this 
metropolis,  by  bands  of  defperate 
and  abandoned  men  ;  outrages 
that  broke  forth  with  fuch  violence 
into  aft s  of  felony  and  treafon, 
and  which  threatening  fo  direftly 
the  immediate  fubverhon  of  all 
legal  authority,  the  deftruftion  of 
all  property,  and  the  confufion  of 
every  order  in  the  hate,  called 
loudly  for  the  fpeedielt  and  moll 
effectual  application  of  the  force 
en trailed  to  your  Majedy  by  Jaw. 


We  beg  leave  to  teftify  our 
warmed  gratitude  to  your  Ma- 
jefty,  for  your  paternal  care  and 
concern  for  the  proteftion  of  your 
fubjefts,  fo  manifell  in  the  mea- 
fures  your  wifdom  direfted  in  this 
urgent  neceffitv,  to  fupprefs  in 
every  part  thefe  rebellious  infur- 
reftions,  and  to  provide  for  the 
general  fafety,  by  the  redoration 
of  public  peace. 

We  thank  your  majefty  for  the 
communication  you  have  been 
pleafed  to  make  to  this  houfe,  of 
the  proclamations  iffued  in  this 
alarming  conjuncture. 

We  learn  with  fatisfaftion  that 
orders  have  been  given  for  bring¬ 
ing  the  offenders  to  fpeedy  trial, 
and  to  fuch  condign  punilhment 
as  the  law  prefcribes,  and  the  vin¬ 
dication  of  public  judice  demands. 

Although  the  uniform  tenor  of 
your  Majedy’s  conduft  rendered 
unneceffary  the  renewal  of  your 
gracious  affurances  to  your  parlia¬ 
ment,  yet  the  manner  in  which 
-  they  are  given,  raifes  in  us  the 
warmed  emotions  of  gratitude, 
affeftion,  and  duty.  Such  a  de¬ 
claration  of  the  juft  and  wife  prin¬ 
ciples  that  are  the  rule  and  mea¬ 
fure  of  your  Majefty’s  government, 
mud  endear  your  Majedy  more 
and  more  to  all  your  fubjefts,  and 
meet  with  the  fulled  return  of  at¬ 
tachment,  confidence,  and  zeal. 

His  Majefty' s  moji  gracious  Anftwer. 

My  Lords, 

I  thank  you  heartily  for  this 
addrefs,  fo  full  of  duty  to  me  and 
cf  zeal  for  your  country.  Your 
abhorrence  of  the  rebellious  infur- 
reftions,  and  your  unanimous  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  meafures  taken  to 
fupprefs  them,  mud  have  the  mod 

faint  ary 
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alutary  effedls.  Nothing  can  give 
me  greater  fatisfadtion  than  the 
confidence  you  repofe  in  me.  It 
jfhall  be  j unified  by  the  whole  tenor 
of  my  reign. 


The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

Moll  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  Majefty’s  moll:  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjedts, 
the  commons  of  Great  Britain,  in 
parliament  affembled,  beg  leave 
to  return  your  Majedy  the  humble 
thanks  of  this  houfe,  for  your  mod 
gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne; 
and  for  the  communication  which 
your  Majedy  has  been  pleafed  to 
make  to  this  houfe,  of  the  pro¬ 
clamations  iffued  during  the  late 
mod  dangerous  and  alarming  dif- 
turbances. 

We  think  it  our  indifpenfable 
duty  to  exprefs,  in  the  tlrongeft 
terms,  our  abhorrence  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  thofe.  tumultuous  af- 
femblies,  and  of  the  criminal  adls 
of  outrage  and  violence  committed 
by  thofe  defperate  bands  of  men, 
and  our  higheft  indignation  againft 
the  authors,  promoters,  and  per¬ 
petrators  of  them  ;  and  to  acknow¬ 
ledge,  with  the  warmed  emotions 
of  gratitude,  duty,  and  affedlion, 
your  Majedy’s  paternal  care  and 
concern  for  the  protection  of  your 
fubjedts,  in  the  meafures  which 
your  Majedy,  as  the  father  of 
your  people,  and  the  guardian  of 
public  fafety,  took  in  the  hour  of 
extreme  and  imminent  neceffity, 
for  the  immediate  and  effectual 
fupprefjjon  of  thofe  rebellious  in- 
furrecUons. 
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We  learn  with  fatisfadtion,  that 
proper  orders  have  been  given  for 
bringing  the  offenders  to  fpeedy 
trial,  and  to  fuch  punifhment,  as, 
upon  convidtion  of  their  crimes, 
the  laws  prefcribe,  and  the  vindi¬ 
cation  of  public  judice  certainly 
demands. 

Although  the  condant  tenor  of 
your  Majefty’s  jud  and  condi¬ 
tional  government,  made  a 
newalof  your  Majedy  *s  royal  affu- 
rances  to  your  parliament  unne- 
ceffary,  yet  we  cannot  but  receive 
with  great  thankfulnefs,  fo  fignai 
a  mark  of  your  Majefty’s  gracious 
attention  ;  and  we  beg  leave,  on 
our  part,  to  a  dure  your  Majedy, 
that  this  condefcending  and  en¬ 
dearing  declaration,  cannot  fail  of 
fecuring  to  your  Majedy,  in  the 
hearts  of  your  people,  the  mod 
affedlionate  returns  of  confidence, 
attachment,  and  fupport. 


His  Majrftfs  Anfuoer  to  the  Addrefs 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons , 

Gentlemen, 

I  A 

t 

I  return  you  my  cordial  and 
particular  thanks  for  this  loyal, 
affedlionate,  and  unanimous  ad¬ 
drefs. 

Union  at  this  time,  mud  have 
the  bed  and  mod  important  con- 
fequences  :  nothing  can  more  pow¬ 
erfully  aflid  me  in  preferving  the 
public  fafety  and  fecuring  reve¬ 
rence  for  the  laws,  and  obedience 
to  legal  government.  Be  affured 
that  it  is  my  condant  and  ardent 
defire  to  promote  the  happinefs  of 
all  my  fubjedts,  and  to  deferve  the 
confidence  and  fupport  of  a  free 
people. 

On 
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On  Saturday ,  'July  8,  his  Majejly 
clofed  the  SeJJion  of  Parliament 
with  the  following  Speech . 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

IT  gives  me  great  fatisfadion  to 
find  myfelf  able  to  determine 
this  long  feftion  of  parliament,  that 
you  may  be  at  liberty  to  return  to 
your  feveral  counties',  and:  attend 
to  your  private  affairs,  after  fo  la¬ 
borious  a  difcharge  of  your  duty 
in  the  public  fervice ;  and  I  take 
this  occafion  to  exprefs  my  fincere 
acknowledgment  for]  the  frefh 
proofs  you  have  given  me  of  your 
aiFedionate  zeal  for  the  fupport  of 
my  government,  and  of  your  juft 
eftimation  of  the  real  and  perma¬ 
nent  interefts  of  your  country. 

Your  magnanimity  and  perfe- 
verance  in  the  profecution  of  this 
juft  and  neceffary  war  have  ena¬ 
bled  me  to  make  fuch  exertions  as 
will,  I  truft,  by  the  afliftance  of 
Divine  Providence,  difappoint  the 
violent  and  unjuft  defigns  of  my 
enemies,  and  bring  them  to  liften 
to  equitable  and  honourable  terms 
of  peace. 

Thefe  exertions  have  already 
been  attended  with  fuccefs  by  fea 
and  land  ;  and  the  late  important 
and  profperous  turn  of  affairs  in 
North  America  affords  the  faireft 
profped  of  the  returning  loyalty 
and  afFedion  of  my  fubjeds  in  the 
colonies,  and  of  their  happy  re¬ 
union  with  their  parent  country. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  feel  myfelf  under  particular 
obligations  to  thank  you  for  the 
large  and  ample  fupplies  you  have 


fo  chearfully  granted,  and  for  the? 
confidence  you  repofe  in  me.  No 
attention  fhall  be  wanting,  on  my 
part,  to  render  them  effectual,  and 
to  fee  them  faithfully  applied^ 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Let  me  earneftly  recommend  to 
you  to  afFift  me,  by  your  influence 
and  authority  in  your  feveral  coun¬ 
ties,  as  you  have  by  your  unani¬ 
mous  fupport  in  parliament,  in 
guarding  the  peace  of  the  king¬ 
dom  from  future  diilurbances,  and 
watching  over  the  prefervation  of 
the  public  fafety.  Make  my  peo¬ 
ple  fenfible  of  the  happinefs  they 
enjoy,  and  the  diflinguifhed  ad¬ 
vantages  they  derive  from  our  ex¬ 
cellent  conftitution  in  church  and 
ftate.  Warn  them  of  the  hazard 
of  innovation— point  out  to  them 
the  fatal  confequences  of  fuch 
commotions  as  have  lately  been 
excited  ;  and  let  it  be  your  care 
to  imprefs  on  their  minds  this  im¬ 
portant  truth.  That  rebellious  in- 
furrections  to  refill:,  or  to  reform 
the  laws,  mult  end  either  in  the 
deftrudion  of  the  perfons  who 
make  the  attempt,  or  in  the  fub^ 
verfion  cf  our  free  and  happy  con- 
ftitution. 

And  afterwards  the  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor,  by  his  Majefty’s  command, 
faid :  * 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  his  Majefty’s  royal  will  and 
pleafure,  that  this  parliament  b t 
prorogued  to  Thurfday,  the  twen¬ 
ty-fourth  day  of  Auguft  next,  to 
be  then  here  holden  ;  and  this 
parliament  is  accordingly  pro¬ 
rogued  to  Thurfday,  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  Auguft  next. 

By 

at 
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By  the  King., 

A  PROCLAMATION, 

For  diffoFoing  this  prefent  Parlia- 
jnent ,  and  declaring  the  calling  of 
another. 

George  R. 

WH  E  R  E  AS  we  have  thought 
fit,  by  and  with  the  advice 
of  our  privy  -  council,  to  diflolve 
this  prefent  parliament,  which 
now  Hands  prorogued  to  Thurfday 
the  28th  day  of  this  inrtant  Sep¬ 
tember  :  We  do,  for  that  end, 
publish  this  our  royal  procla¬ 
mation  ;  and  do  hereby  diflolve 
the  faid  parliament  accordingly  : 
and  the  lords  fpiritual  and  tem¬ 
poral,  and  the  knights,  citizens, 
and  burgefles,  and  ,  the  commif- 
iioners  for  fhires  and  burghs,  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  are  dif- 
charged  from  their  meeting  and 
attendance  on  Thurfday  the  faid 
28th  day  of  thisinftant  September. 
And  we  being  defirous  and  re- 
folved,  as  foon  as  may  be,  to  meet 
our  people,  and  to  have  their  ad¬ 
vice  in  parliament,  do  hereby 
make  known,  to  all  our  loving 
fubjedts,  our  royal  will  and  plea- 
fure  to  call  a  new  parliament  ; 
and  do  hereby  further  declare, 
that,  with  the  advice  of  our  privy- 
council,  we  have,  this  day,  given 
order  to  our  chancellor  of  Great- 
Britain  to  ifTue  out  writs,  in  due 
form,  for  calling  a  new  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  which  writs  are  to  bear 
tefte  on  Saturday  the  zd  day  of 
this  inHant  September,  and  to  be 
returnable  on  Tuefday  the  31ft  ' 
day  of  Qdtober  following. 

Given  at  our  court  at  St.  James’s, 
the  ift  day  of  September,  1780, 
in  the  twentieth  year  of  our 
reign. 

God  fave  the  King. 

Vol.  XXIII. 
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Dublin  Cajile ,  September  2* 

HIS  day  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  went  in. 
Hate  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  with 
the  ufual  folemnity  ;  and,  the 
Commons  being  fent  for,  gave  the 
royal  alien t  to  fuch  bills  as  were 
ready  ;  after  which  his  Excellency 
made  the  following  moH  gracious 
fpeech  to  both  Houfes  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  am  happy  at  length  to  con¬ 
gratulate  you  on  the  conclufion  of 
this  feflion  of  parliament,  though, 
the  important  meafures  under  de¬ 
liberation  muH  have  made  your 
attendance  lefs  irkfome  to  you. 

If  your  long  abfence  from  your 
feveral  counties  has  been  pro¬ 
ductive  of  any  inconvenience, 
fuch  inconvenience  is  fully  com- 
penfated  by  permanent  and  lolid 
benefits,  the  fuccefsful  confe- 
quences  of  your  labours. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 

Commons, 

I  thank  you,  in  his  MajeHy’s 
name,  for  the  liberal  fupplies  you. 
have  granted.  Your  cheerfulnefs 
in  giving,  and  your  attention  to 
the  eafe  of  the  fubjeCl  in  the  mode 
of  railing  them,  muH  be  very  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  his  Majeflv  ;  on  my 
part,  I  allure  you  they  Hiall  be 
faithfully  applied. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

,  The  fatisfa&ion  with  which  the 
heart  of  every  Irilhman  muH  exult 
at  the  fcene  of  profperity  now 
opening  to  this  country,  may 
equal,  it  cannot  exceed,  the  glow 
of  my  private  feelings.  And 
whilH  you  applaud  the  conduct  of 
Great-Britain  in  removing  the  re- 
\X\  Hridions 
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ftriftions  upon  the  trade  of  this 
kingdom,  you  cannot  but  particu¬ 
larly  acknowledge  the  unequi¬ 
vocal  demonftrations  of  her  fincere 
affeftion,  in  admitting  you,  upon 
the  moil  liberal  plan,  to  an  imme¬ 
diate,  free,  and  equal  intercourfe 
with  her  colonies. 

The  wife  and  falutary  laws 
which  you  have  framed  naturally 
lead  to  the  moil  beneficial  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  that  intercourfe  ;  and 
when  I  refleft  on  thofe  objefts, 
and  on  your  meritorious  attention 
to  the  trade,  agriculture,  and 
manufactures  of  this  kingdom,  fo 
confpicuoufly  manifefted  by  the 
laws  palled  for  granting  ample 
bounties  on  the  export  of  your 
corn,  your  linen,  and  your  fail- 
cloth  ;  by  the  premiums  for  en¬ 
couraging  the  growth  of  hemp 
and  flax-feed,  and  by  the  judi¬ 
cious  proviiions  for  the  better  re¬ 
gulation  of  your  manufactures,  I 
feel  a  eorifcious  fatisfaftion,  that 
the  commerce  of  this  kingdom  has 
been  edabliflied  upon  an  extended, 
firm,'  arid  lading  bafis  ;  and  that 
Ireland  mud,  in  the  courfe  of  her 
future  profperity,  look  back  to 
this  sera,  the  labours  of  the  pre- 
fent  parliament,  and  the  diffufive 
indulgence  of  his  M-ajedy,  with 
the  mod  grateful  veneration. 

Your  own  difcreet  judgment 
will  naturally  fugged  the  expe¬ 
diency;;  when  you  return  to  your 
federal  counties,  of  im preding 
upon  the  minds  of  all  ranks  of 
men  the  various  bledings  of  their 
prelent  fituation.  Demondrate  to 
them,  that  every  effedtual  fource 
of  commercial  wealth  is  now  their 
own,  and  invites  that  indudry, 
without  which  the  wifeft  commer¬ 
cial  regulations  remain  a  dead 
letter,  and  the  bounties  of  nature 


are  Iavifhed  in  vain.  Cheridi  fuck 
a  fpirit  of  indudry;  and  convince 
them  of  the  effedtual  advantages 
they  derive  from  their  free  and 
excellent  conditution,  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  every  branch  of  which, 
in  its  jud  vigour  and  authority, 
can  alone  fecure  their  liberties* 
and  preferve  their  happinefs. 

After  which  the  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor,  by  his  Excellency’s  com¬ 
mand,  faid. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant’s  pleafure,  that  this 
parliament  be  prorogued  to  Tuef- 
day  the  10th  day  of  Qftober  next, 
to  be  then  here  held  ;  and  this 
parliament  fis  accordingly  pro¬ 
rogued  to  Tuefdaythe  10th  day 
of  October  next. 


T'o  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of 
Great  -  Britain ,  in  Parliament 
ajjembled  ; 

The  Petition  of  the  Gentlemen, 
Clergy,  and  Freeholders  of  the 
County  of  York, 

Sheweth, 

HAT  this  nation  hath 
been  engaged  for  feveral 
years  in  a  mod  expenfive  and 
unfortunate  war ;  that  many  of 
our  valuable  colonies,  having 
actually  declared  themfelves  inde¬ 
pendent*  have  formed  a  drift  con¬ 
federacy  with  France  and  Spain, 
the  d  angerous  and  inveterate  ene¬ 
mies  of  Great-Britain  ;  that  the 
confequence  of  thofe  combined 
misfortunes  hath  been  a  largo 
addition  to  the  national  debt,  a. 
heavy  accumulation  of  taxes,  a 
rapid,  decline  of  the  trade,  mano- 

faftures* 
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failures,  and  land -rents  of  the 
kingdom. 

Alarmed  at  the  diminiffied  re- 
fources  and  growing  burthens  of 
this  country,  and  convinced  that 
rigid  frugality  is  now  indifpen- 
fably  neceffary  in  every  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Hate,  your  petitioners 
obferve  with  grief,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  the  calamitous  and  im- 
poveriffied  condition  of  the  nation, 
much  public  money  has  been  im- 
providently  fquandered,  and  that 
many  individuals  enjoy  fmecure 
places,  efficient  places  with  exor¬ 
bitant  emoluments,  and  penlions 
unmerited  by  public  fervice,  to  a 
large  and  Hill  increaling  amount; 
whence  the  crown  has  acquired  a 
great  and  unconditional  influ¬ 
ence,  which,  if  not  checked,  may 
foon  prove  fatal  to  the  liberties  of 
this  country. 

Your  petitioners  conceiving 
that  the  true  end  of  every  legi- 
timate  government  is  not  the  emo¬ 
lument  of  any  individual,  but  the 
welfare  of  the  community;  and 
confidering  that  by  the  conilitution 
of  this  realm  the  national  purfe  is 
intruded  in  a  peculiar  manner  to 
the  cuftody  of  this  honourable 
houfe ;  beg  leave  further  to  re- 
prefent,  that  until  effeddual  mea. 
fures  be  taken  to  redrefs  the  op- 
preffive  grievances  herein  dated, 
the  grant  of  any  additional  fum  of 
public  money,  beyond  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  prefent  taxes,  will  be 
injurious  to  the  rights  and  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  people,  and  dero¬ 
gatory  from  the  honour  and  dig¬ 
nity  of  parliament. 

Your  petitioners  therefore,  ap¬ 
pealing  to  the  judice  of  this  ho¬ 
nourable  houfe,  do  mod  earnedly 
requed,  that,  before  any  new  bur¬ 
thens  are  laid  upon  this  country, 
cffe&ual  meafures  may  be  taken 
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by  this  houfe  to  enquire  into  and 
correct  the  grofs  abufes  in  the 
expenditure  of  public  money  ;  to 
reduce  all  exorbitant  emoluments  ; 
to  refeind  and  abolilh  all  finecure 
places  and  unmerited  penfions ; 
and  to  appropriate  the  produce  to 
the  neceffities  of  the  date  in  fuch 
manner  as  to  the  wifdom  of  par¬ 
liament  fliall  feem  meet. 

And  your  petitioners  flia.ll  ever 
pray,  &c.  &c. 

The  following  counties  pre¬ 
fen  ted  petitions  nearly  in  the  fame 
words  : 


Middlefex, 

Dorfet, 

Cheder, 

Devon, 

Hants, 

Norfolk, 

Hertford 

Berks, 

S  uflex, 

Bucks, 

Huntingdon, 

Nottingham, 

Surrv, 

Cumberland, 

Kent, 

Northumberl 

Bedford, 

Suffolk, 

Effex, 

Hereford, 

Glouceder, 

Cambridge, 

Somerfet, 

Derby. 

Wilts, 

Alfo  the  cities  of  London, 
Wedminder,  York,  Bridol,  and 
the  towns  of  Cambridge,  Not¬ 
tingham,  Newcadle,  Reading,  and 
Bridgewater.  —  The  county  of 
Northampton  agreed  to  indruct 
their  members  on  the  points  of 
the  petition.  , 

>-■  . . - . y 

fo  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of 
Great  -  Britain  in  Parliament 
ajfembled  : 

A  Reprefentation  and  Petition  of 
the  Planters,  Merchants,  and 
other  Perfons  intereded  in  the 
Ifland  of  Jamaica. 

HAT  your  petitioners,  in 
all  duty  and  humility,  beg 
[TJ  2  leave 
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leave  to  lay  before  this  honourable 
houfe  feveral  circumitances  which 
they  prefume  it  is  important  for 
the  houfe  to  know,  and  to  which 
they  are  certain  it  is  of  the  utraoft 
importance  to  them  that  a  due 
attention  fhould  be  paid. 

Your  petitioners  reprefent  to 
this  honourable  houfe,  that  the 
ifland  of  Jamaica  has  not  been 
protected.  They  reprefent,  that 
the  temporary  fafety  which  it  has 
enjoyed  has  been  owing  to  the 
direction  of  the  enemy’s  force 
towards  other  objects,  and  not 
to  any  intrinfic  means  of  defence 
provided  for  that  iiland  by  his 
Majefty’s  minifters.  They  con¬ 
ceive,  that  the  fafety  of  fuch  a 
poffeffion  as  Jamaica  ought  not 
to  have  been  left  to  chance. 
They  reprefent,  that  the  ifland 
of  Jamaica  is  inferior  in  value 
to  none  of  the  dependencies  of 
Great  -  Britain  ;  that  great  part 
even  of  what  appears  to  be  the 
interior  wealth  of  Great  -  Britain 
itfelf  is,  in  reality,  the  wealth  of 
Jamaica,  which  is  fo  intimately 
interwoven  with  the  internal  in- 
tereft  of  this  kingdom,  that  it  is 
not  eafy  to  diftinguiffi  them  ;  that 
a  great  part  of  the  trade  and  navi¬ 
gation,  a  large  proportion  of  the 
revenue,  and  very  much  of  the 
mercantile  and  the  national  credit, 
and  the  value  of  the  landed  in- 
tereft,  depend  immediately  on  its 
prefervation  5  that  its  defence  is 
therefore  an  objedt  as  important 
to  Great  -  Britain  as  any  part  of 
Great-Britain  itfelf ;  and  that  it  is 
an  objVdt  to  be  provided  for  with 
Hill  greater  care  and  forefight, 
becaufe  its  natural  means  of  home 
defence  are  infinitely  lefs  confi- 
derable. 

They  folemnly  declare,  that, 
confcious  of  their  invariable  loy- 
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alty  to  the  crown  of  Great-Bri¬ 
tain,  and  their  unbounded  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  profperity  of  the 
whole  empire,  they  are  not  able 
to  conjecture  for  what  offence, 
real  or  pretended,  they  have  fo 
long  been  put  under  this  pro- 
fcription.  If  your  petitioners  had 
been  aCtive  by  factious  clamours, 
or  delufive  reprefentations,  by 
concealing  true  or  fuggefting  falfe 
information,  in  betraying  their 
fovereign  and  their  country  into 
war,  they  might  have  the  lefs 
reafon  to  complain  of  the  negleCt 
by  which  they  have  fuffered  fo 
many  diftrefles,  and  have  been 
expofed  to  fo  many  dangers.  It  is 
in  the  recollection  of  this  honour¬ 
able  houfe,  that,  at  an  early  pe¬ 
riod  of  the  prefen t  unhappy  trou¬ 
bles,  the  body  of  the  ^Weft-India 
planters  and  merchants  did  humbly 
Hate  their  appreheniions  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  deprecated  the  un¬ 
happy  meafures  which  were  then 
taken.  It  is  the  misfortune  of 
the  public,  as  well  as  theirs,  that 
no  attention  was  paid  to  their 
humble  prayers,  and  that  their 
moil  dutiful  and  faithful  repre¬ 
fentations  were  totally  negleCted. 

They  affirm,  that  they  have  not 
deferved  to  be  thus  abandoned, 
from  a  want  of  having  purchafed 
for  a  valuable  consideration  the 
prote&ion  of  the  ftate.  The  plant¬ 
ers  have  feen,  not  only  with  ac- 
quiefcence  but  pleafure,  their 
trade  almoft  wholly  confined  to  the 
mother  country,  the  place  of  refi- 
dence  of  the  greater  part,  and  the 
object  of  the  tenderell  affeCtion  to 
all  of  them.  Both  planters  and 
merchants  have  had  the  produce 
of  their  eflates  as  largely  taxed  in 
Great-Britain,  to  the  common 
fupport,  as  any  others.  The  a f- 
fembly  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica 

has, 
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has,  beyond  any  former  example 
of  liberality,  and  far  beyond  their 
abilities,  laid  deftruttive  impo- 
litions  on  their  eftates  and  pro¬ 
perties  within  the  illand.  Vaftper- 
fonal  fervices,  burthenfome  in  the 
extreme,  and  nearly  ruinous  to 
the  prefent  value  of  all  they  pof- 
fefs,  have  been  chearfully  given. 
They  have  borne  patiently  the 
heavy  Ioffes  and  burthens,  the 
fatal  though  not  unforefeen  con- 
fequences  of  their  feparation  from 
North  America.  After  all  thefe 
impofitions  and  taxes  in  England, 
thefe  taxes  and  perfonal  fervices  in 
Jamaica,  and  after  fufferings  of 
every  kind  in  this  war,  on  fug- 
geflion  from  friends  of  govern¬ 
ment,  they  have  had  refort  in 
their  individual  characters  to  their 
almoft  exhaufled  purfes,  and  made 
a  large  private  fubfcription  for 
their  own  defence. 

They  reprefent,  that  they  have 
been  credibly  informed,  that  at 
the  time  when  adminiftration 
declined  to  provide  the  neceffary 
forces,  either  by  fea  or  land,  for 
their  defence,  that  his  Majefty’s 
fecretary  at  war  publicly  declared, 
that  his  Majefty  did  then  com¬ 
mand  more  numerous  forces,  by 
fea  and  land,  than  the  molt  for¬ 
midable  monarch  of  the  world 
had  under  his  orders,  when  his 
power  alarmed  all  Europe ;  and 
they  are  informed,  that  large 
additions  to  his  Majelty’s  forces 
were  made  fome  time  after.  They 
now  alfo  feel,  that  they  are 
amongft  thofe  who  are  taxed  for 
the  maintenance  of  an  army  of 
upwards  of  feventy  thoufand  men 
employed  in  North  America;  and 
they  prefume,  that  the  fupprelfion 
of  no  rebellion  whatever  can  be  a 
more  near  and  urgent  concern  of 
any  government  than  the  pro¬ 


tection  of  its  loyal  and  ufefiJ 
fubjeCts. 

They  reprefent,  that  they  have 
not  been  wanting  to  themfelves, 
by  every  reprefentation  in  their 
power,  and  every  folicitation,  to 
call  upon  his  Majefty’s  miniiters 
for  the  necelfary  protection.  For 
though,  from  the  duty  of  their 
ftation,  and  their  high  trull,  his 
Majefty’s  minifters  ought  to  have 
fhewn  an  anxious  and  provident 
care  of  all  his  Majefty’s  dominions, 
even  if  individuals,  through  ig¬ 
norance,  or  want  of  forefight,  had 
negleCted  their  own  private  in- 
tereft  in  them;  yet  they  humbly 
inform  the  houle,  that  many  ftrong 
remonftrances  were  made  on  this 
fubjeCt  to  his  Majefty’s  minifters 
by  your  petitioners,  beginning  fa 
early  as  1773,  and  continued  to 
the  8th  of  December,  1779;  and 
that  addrelfes  on  the  fame  were 
made  to  his  Majefty  by  the  af- 
fembly  of  Jamaica,  as  alfo  a  re¬ 
prefentation  of  the  wanjt  of  men, 
ftiips,  ftores,  arms,  ammunition, 
and  of  every  other  means  for  their 
defence ;  yet  they  never  did,  at 
any  time,  receive  from  the  faid 
minifters  any  anfwers,  other  than 
excufes,  on  account  of  the  number 
of  fhips  employed  on  the  Ame¬ 
rican  and  home  fervice,  and  cer¬ 
tain  loofe  general  alfurances,  from 
which  they  received  little  com¬ 
fort,  and  have  reaped  no  advan¬ 
tage;  and  that  even  the  politive 
alfurances  of  the  governor  to  the 
alfembly  of  the  ifland,  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  gracious  intention  that  the 
fquadron  on  that  ftation  Ihould  be 
confiderably  reinforced,  have  not 
been  fulfilled. 

Your  petitioners  mod  humbly 
requeft  the  attention  of  tliis  houfe 
to  their  paft  and  prefent  fituation, 
pledging  themfelves  to  prove,  be- 
[rj  3  yond 


342]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780 


yond  a  doubt,  the  truth  of  their 
allegations.  In  the  mean  time, 
your  petitioners  acquaint  this 
honourable  houfe,  that,  unlefs 
a  ftrong  regular  force  be  per¬ 
manently  eftablifhed  in  Jamaica 
during  the  war,  and  a  con- 
fiderabie  fleet  Rationed  there, 
they  cannot  think  that  ifland  in  a 
Hate  of  fecurity.  This  they  con¬ 
ceive  themfelves  as  Englishmen 
bound  to  lay  before  the  reprefent- 
atives  of  the  people  of  Great-Bri- 
tain,  humbly  claiming  protection 
as  their  undoubted  right ;  and 
looking  back  with  horror  at  the 
dangers  from  which  (by  the  foie 
difpofition  of  the  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence)  they  have  efcaped,  whilft 
fun  dry  of  their  fellow- fubjetts  are 
now  obliged  to  proftrate  them¬ 
felves  at  the  foot  of  the  throne  of 
the  French  king,  to  implore  the 
mercy  of  that  monarch,  inftead  of 
the  protection  of  their  natural 
fovereign. 


The  Memorial prefented  hy  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke,  the  Englifh  Amhajfador 
Extraordinary  at  the  Plague,  the 
21 ft  Day  of  March,  ‘was  to  the 
following  Purport : 

High  and  mighty  Lords, 

THE  King,  my  m after,  has 
always  cultivated  the  friend- 
fhip  of  vour  High  Mightiheffes, 
and  has  always  looked  upon  the 
alliance  which  has  fo  long  fub- 
ftfted  between  the  two  nations  as 
founded  on  the  wiled:  principles, 
and  ellentiai  to 'their  mutual  wel¬ 
fare.  The  principal  objects  of 
that  alliance,  fupported  upon  the 
ftrong  bafis  of  common  intereft, 
are  the  fecurity  and  prosperity  of 
the  two  flates,  the  maintenance 


of  public  tranquillity,  and  the  pre- 
fervation  of  that  juft  equilibrium 
which  has  been  fo  often  troubled 
by  the  ambitious  policy  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

When  the  Court  of  Verfailles, 
in  aired  violation  of  public  faith, 
and  the  common  right  of  all  fo- 
vereigns,  broke  the  peace  by  a 
league  made  with  his  Majefty’s 
rebellious  fubjeCts,  which  was 
avowed  and  formally  declared  by 
the  Marquis  de  Noailles,  when, 
France,  by  immenfe  preparations, 
manifefted  a  defign  to  annihilate 
the  maritime  power  of  England, 
the  king  thought  your  High 
Might ineft'es  too  fenfible  not  to 
fee  that  the  welfare  of  the  Re¬ 
public  was  fo  clofelv  connected 
with  that  of  Great-Britain,  as  to 
induce  you  to  haiien  to  its  fuccour. 
One  of  his  Majefty’s  firft  cares 
was  to  inform  your  High  Pvligh- 
tineftes  of  all  the  circumftances  of 
that  unjuft  war,  and  in  the  cri¬ 
tical  fituation  in  which  the  king 
found  himfelf  he  did  not  forget 
the  interefts  of  his  ancient  allies, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  {hewed  the 
fincereft  defire  to  favour  the  trade 
and  free  navigation  of  the  Re¬ 
public  as  much  as  the  welfare  of 
his  people  would  permit;  he  event 
refrained  a  long  time  to  reclaim 
the  fuccours  ftipulated  by  treaty, 
and  though  he  fulfilled  his  owq, 
engagements,  did  not  require  the 
fame  from  your  High  Mighti- 
ne  fifes ;  the  reclamation  in  quef- 
tion  was  not  made  till  the  united 
forces  of  France  and  Spain  were 
ready  to  fall  upon  England  at 
once,  and  attempt  a  landing,  with 
the  aftiilance  of  a  formidable  fleet. 
Although  they  were  fruftrated  in 
that  enterprize,  the  king’s  ene¬ 
mies  are  ftill  meditating  the  fame 
projects ;  and  it  is  by  the  exprefs 
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order  of  his  Majefty,  that  the  un¬ 
derwritten  again  renews,  in  the 
molt  formal  manner,  the  demand 
of  the  fuccours  ftipulated  by  dif¬ 
ferent  treaties,  and  particularly 
that  of  1716. 

Hitherto  your  Hi  Hi  Mighti- 
neifes  have  been  filen t  upon  this 
effential  articie,  whilft  you  infilled 
upon  a  forced  interpretation  of 
the  treaty  of  commerce  of  the 
year  1674,  againll  the  abufe  of 
which  Great- Britain  at  all  times 
protefted.  This  interpretation  can¬ 
not  be  reconciled  with  the  clear 
and  particular  llipulation  of  the 
fee  ret  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
of  the  fame  year.  An  article  of 
a  treaty  of  commerce  cannot  an¬ 
nul  fo  effential  an  article  of  a 
treaty  of  peace,  and  both  are  ex- 
prefsly  comprehended  in  the  prin¬ 
cipal  treaty  of  alliance  of  1678, 
by  which  your  High  Mightiness 
are  obliged  to  furnifh  his  Ma- 
jeily  with  the  required  fuccours. 
You  are  too  wife  and  too  jult 
not  to  feel  that  all  the  engage- 


ferved,  and  although  they  were 
agreed  upon  at  different  periods, 
do  alike  bind  the  contracting  par¬ 
ties.  This  inconteftable  principle 
is  the  more  applicable  here,  as 
the  treaty  of  1716  renews  all  the 
anterior  engagements  between  the 
Crown  of  England  and  the  Re¬ 
public,  and  in  a  manner  includes 
them  in  one. 

The  underwritten  had  further 
orders  to  declare  to  your  High 
MightinefTes,  that  he  was  ready 
to  enter  into  conference  with  you 
to  regulate,  in  an  amicable  man¬ 
lier,  all  that  was  neceffary  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  mifunderftanding,  and  every 
qnher  difagreeable  event,  by  cqn- 
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certing  meafures  which  fhould  be 
both  equitable  and  advantageous 
to  the  fubjeCls  of  both  countries  ; 
but  this  amicable  overture  was 
refufed  in  a  manner  as  unexpected 
and  extraordinary  as  unufual  be¬ 
tween  two  friendly  powers :  and 
without  paying  any  attention  ei¬ 
ther  to  the  repeated  public  and 
private  reprefen tations  relative  to 
convoys,  your  High  MightinefTes 
not  only  granted  thele  convoys  to 
different  forts  of  naval  ftores,  but 
more  particularly  ordered  that  a 
certain  number  of  men  of  war 
fhould  be  ready  for  the  future  to 
convoy  naval  ammunition  of  all 
forts  to  the  ports  of  France,  and 
that  at  a  time  when  the  fubjeds  of 
the  republic  enjoyed  by  treaty  a 
liberty  and  extent  of  commerce 
far  beyond  what  the  right  of  na¬ 
tions  grants  to  neutral  powers. 

This  refolution,  and  the  orders 
given  to  Rear-admiral  Count  By¬ 
land,  to  oppofe  bv  force  thefearcht 
ing  of  the  merchant  .fhips  brought 
on  an  incident  which  the  friend- 
fhip  of  the  king  defired  much  to 
prevent ;  but  it  is  notorious,  that 
that  admiral,  in  confequence  of 
his  inftruchons,  fired  firft  at  the 
boats  udder  Englifh  colours,  which, 
were  fent  to  examine  the  fhips  in 
the  manner  preferibed  by  the 
treaty  of  1674. 

This  then  is  a  manifefi:  ag~ 
greffion,  a  direct  violation  of  that 
fame  treaty  which  your  High 
MightinefTes  Teem  to  look  upon 
as  the  molt  facred  of  all.  Elis 
Majefty  had  before-hand  made 
reiterated  reprefentations  upon  the 
neceflity  and  jultice  of  the  exa¬ 
mination,  which  had  taken  place 
in  all  analogous  circumftances,  and 
is  fully  authorized  by  the  treaty. 
They  were  apprized  in  London, 
'  4  that 
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that  a  number  of  veffels  were  at 
the  Texel,  laden  with  naval  ftores, 
and  particularly  mails,  and  large 
fhi p  building  timber,  ready  to 
fail  for  France,  with  or  under  a 
Dutch  convoy.  The  event  prov¬ 
ed  the  truth  of  thefe  informations, 
as  feveral  of  thefe  veifels  were 
found  even  under  the  faid  convoy, 
the  great eft  part  of  them  efcaped, 
and  furni fried  France  with  very 
efficacious  fupplies,  of  which  they 
Food  in  great  need.  Whilft  your 
High  MightineiTes  thus  affiiled 
the  king’s  enemies,  by  favouring 
the  tranfportation  of  thefe  fuc- 
cours,  you  impofed  a  heavy  pe¬ 
nalty  on  thofe  fubjefts  of  the  Re¬ 
public  who  fhould  fupply  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Gibraltar  with  provisions, 
although  that  place  is  compre¬ 
hended  in  the  general  guarantee 
of  all  the  Britiffi  poffefilons  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  although  at  that  mo¬ 
ment  Spain  had  difturbed  the  trade 
of  the  Republic  in  an  unprece¬ 
dented  and  outrageous  manner. 

It  is  not  only  on  thefe  occafions 
that  the  conduct  of  your  High 
Might  inches  towards  the  king, 
and  towards  the  enemies  of  his 
majefty,  holds  up  a  ftriking  con¬ 
trail  to  the  impartial  eyes  of  all 
the  world.  No  one  can  be  igno¬ 
rant  of  what  has  palled  in  Paul 
Jones’s  affair  :  the  afylum  granted 
to  that  pirate  was  diredlly  contrary 
to  the  treaty  of  Breda  in  1667, 
and  to  your  High  Mightinefles 
Placard  in  1756  ;  befides  which, 
although  your  High  Mightinefles 
have,  and  ftill  continue  to  keep  an 
abfolute  filence  relative  to  the  juft 
reclamations  of  his  majefty,  yet, 
upon  the  Ample  rcqueft  of  the 
kin  g’s  enemies,  you  affured  them 
you  would  obferve  a  ftrict  and  un 
limited  neutrality,  without  any 


exceptions  of  the  ancient  engage¬ 
ments  of  the  Republic,  founded 
on  the  moll  folemn  treaties. 

Notwithftanding  all  this,  the 
king  is  willing  to  perfuade  him- 
felf,  that  all  that  has  paffed  is 
lefs  to  be  attributed  to  the  real 
fentiments  of  your  High  Mighti¬ 
neffes  than  to  the  artifices  of  his 
enemies,  who,  after  fowing  dif- 
cord  between  the  members  of  the 
States,  have  by  threats  and  pro- 
mifes  endeavoured  to  fet  them 
againft  their  ancient  ally. 

His  majefty  cannot  think  that 
your  High  Mightinefles  haye  re- 
folved  to  abandon  a  fyftem  that 
the  Republic  has  kept  to  for  more 
than  a  century  with  fo  much  fuc- 
cefs  and  fo  much  glory. 

But  if  fuch  is  the  refolution  of 
your  High  Mightinefles;  if  you 
are  determined  co  break  the  al¬ 
liance  with  Great  Britain  by  re- 
fuflng  to  fulfil  your  engagements, 
things  will  bear  a  new  face;  the 
king  will  fee  any  fuch  change 
with  a  very  fenfible  regret,  but 
the  confequences  will  be  neceflary 
and  inevitable.  If  by  an  a<ff  of 
your  High  Mightineffes  the  Re¬ 
public  ceafe  to  be  an  ally  of  his 
majefty,  the  relations  between  the 
two  nations  are  totally  changed, 
and  they  have  no  other  connec¬ 
tions,  no  other  ties,  than  thofe 
which  fubfift  between  neutral  pow¬ 
ers  in  friendship  and  unity.  Every 
treaty  being  reciprocal,  if  your 
High  Mightinefles  will  not  fulfil 
your  engagements,  the  confe- 
quence  muft  be,  that  thofe  on  the 
part  of  the  king  ceafe  to  be  any 
longer  binding.  It  is  in  depart¬ 
ing  from  thefe  inconteftable  prin¬ 
ciples,  that  his  majefty  has  or¬ 
dered  the  underwritten  to  declare 
to  your  High  Mightineffes,  in  the 
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irioft  amicable,  but  yet  the  mod 
ferious  manner,  that  if,  contrary 
to  his  juft  expectations,  your  High 
Mightineftes  do  not,  in  the  courfe 
of  three  weeks,  from  the  day  of 
the  prefentation  of  this  memorial, 
give  a  fatisfaCtory  anfvver  relative 
to  the  fuccours  reclaimed  eight 
months  ago  ;  his  majefty  will  look 
upon  fuch  conduCt  as  breaking  off 
the  alliance  on  the  part  of  your 
High  Mightineftes,  and  will  not 
look  upon  the  United  Provinces 
in  any  other  light  than  on  the  foot¬ 
ing  of  other  neutral  powers,  un¬ 
privileged  by  treaty,  and  confe- 
quently  will  fufpend,  till  further 
orders,  all  the  particular  ftipula- 
tions  of  the  treaties  made  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  fubjeCts  of  the  Repub¬ 
lic,  particularly  thofe  of  the  treaty 
of  1674,  and  will  only  hold  to  the 
general  principles  of  the  right  of 
nations,  which  ferves  as  a  rule  for 
neutral  and  unprivileged  powers. 
Done  at  the  Hague,  March  21, 
1780.  (Signed) 

Joseph  Yorke. 

^'he  following  prvvifonal  Anfwer 
was  given  to  the  above  Memo¬ 
rial. 

THAT  their  High  Mighti- 
neft'es  are  very  deiirous  to  coincide 
with  the  wilhes  of  his  Britilh  ma¬ 
jefty,  by.  giving  a  pofitive  anfwer 
to  the  memorial  delivered  by  bis 
ambaflador,  but  that  their  High 
Mightineftes  forelee,  that  from 
the  nature  of  the  government  of 
the  Republic,  it  is  impoftible  to 
return  an  anfwer  in  three  weeks 
time,  as  the  memorial  muft  be  de¬ 
liberated  upon  by  the  different 
provinces,  and  their  refolutions 
waited  for.  That  their  High 
Mightineftes  are  affured  his  ma- 
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jefty  would  not  vvilh  rigoroufty  to 
keep  to  the  before  -  mentioned 
time,  that  their  High  Mightinef- 
fes  might  be  able  to  conclude 
upon  an  anfwer  in  a  manner  con¬ 
formable  to  the  conftitution  of 
the  Republic,  in  which  they  had 
no  right  to  make  any  alteration, 
and  they  promife  to  accelerate  the 
deliberations  upon  that  head  as 
much  as  poflible. 


Declaration  of  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain,  April  17th,  1780. 

HEREAS  ftnce  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war  in 
which  Great  Britain  is  engaged 
by  the  uprovoked  aggreftion  of 
France  and  Spain,  repeated  me¬ 
morials  have  been  prefented  by 
his  majefty’s  ambaftador  to  the 
States  General  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces,  demanding  the  fuccours 
ftipulated  by  treaty;  to  which  re¬ 
quisition,  though  ftrongly  called 
upon  in  the  laft  memorial  of  the 
21ft:  of  March,  their  High  Migh¬ 
tineftes  have  given fo  anfwer,  nor 
ftgnified  any  intention  of  comply¬ 
ing  therewith  :  and  whereas  by  the 
non-performance  of  the  cleareft 
engagements,  they  defert  the  al¬ 
liance  that  has  fo  long  fubfifted 
between  the  crown  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  the  Republic,  and  place 
themfelves  in  the  condition  of  a, 
neutral  power,  bound  to  this  king¬ 
dom  by  no  treaty,  every  princi¬ 
ple  of  wifdom  and  ju Price  requires 
that  his  majefty  fhould  consider 
them  henceforward  as  Handing 
only  in  that  diftant  relation  in 
which  they  have  placed  them¬ 
felves;  his  majefty  therefore  hav¬ 
ing  faken  this  matter  into  his 
royal  confideration,  doth,  by  and 

with 
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with  the  advice  of  his  privy  coun¬ 
cil,  judge  it  expedient  to  carry 
into  immediate  execution  thofe 
intentions  which  were  formally 
notified  in  the  memorial  prefen  ted 
by  his  ambaffador  on  the  2 5 ft  of 
March  laid,  and  previoufly  figni- 
fied  in  an  official  verbal  declara¬ 
tion,  made  by  Lord  Vifcount 
Stormont,  one  of  his  majeHyL 
principal  fecretaries  of  Hate,  to 
Count  Welderen,  envoy  extraor¬ 
dinary  and  plenipotentiary  from 
the  Republick,  nearly  two  months 
before  the  delivery  of  the  aforefaid 
memorial  i  for  thefe  caufes,  his 
imajefty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
of  his  privy  council,  doth  declare, 
that  the  fubje&s  of  the  United 
Provinces  are  henceforward  to  be 
confidered  upon  the  fame  footing 
with  thofe  of  other  neutral  Hates 
mot  privileged  by  treaty  ;  and  his 
majeHy  doth  hereby  fufpend,  pro¬ 
visionally,  and  till  further  order, 
all  the  particular  fiipulations  re~ 
fpedling  the  freedom  of  naviga¬ 
tion  and  commerce,  in  time  of 
war,  of  the  fubjedls  of  the  States 
General,  contained  in  the  feveral 
treaties  now  fubfiHing  betvven  his 
majeHy  and  the  Republick,  and 
more  particularly  thofe  contained 
in  the  marine  treaty  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United 
Provinces,  concluded  at  London, 
December  ~T,  1674. 

From  a  humane  regard  to  the 
iotereHs  of  individuals,  and  a  de¬ 
fire  to  prevent  their  fuffering  by 
any  furprize,  his  majeHy,  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  his  privy  coun¬ 
cil,  doth  declare,  that  the  effedl 
of  this  bis  majefly’s  order  fhall 
take  place  at  the  following 
terms,  viz. 

In  the  channel  and  the  North 

v  ,  t, 


feas,  twelve  days  after  the  datf 
hereof. 

From  the  channel,  the  Britiffi. 
feas,  and  the  North  feas,  as  far 
as  the  Canary  Ifiands  inclufively, 
either  in  tne  ocean  or  Medi terra?, 
nean,  the  te^m  fhall  be  fix  weeks 
from  the  aforefaid  date. 

Three  months, from  the  faid  Ca¬ 
nary  Iflands  as  far  as  the  equinoc¬ 
tial  line  or  equator. 

And  lafllv,  fix  months  beyond 
the  faid  line  or  equator,  and  in 
all  other  parts  of  the  world,  with¬ 
out  any  exception  or  other  more 
particular  defeription  of  time  and 
place. 

Steph.  Cottrel, 


crbe  Memorial  prefented  to  their 
High  MightmeiTes  by  Prince 
Gallitzin,  the  Ruffian  Mivijler% 
on  the  Part  of  the  Emirefs  his  So-* 
uereign. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

H  E  underwritten  envoy  ex- 
traerdinary  from  the  Em- 
prefs  of  all  the  Ruffias  has  the 
honour  to  communicate  to  you  a 
copy  of  the  declaration  which  the 
emprefs  his  fovereign  has  made 
to  the  belligerent  powers.  Your 
High  MightineHes  may  look  upon 
this  communication  as  a  particular 
mark  of  the  attention  of  the  Em¬ 
prefs  for  the  Republick,  which  is 
equally  intereHed  in  the  reafons 
which  occafioned  the  declaration. 
He  h  as  further  orders  to  declare 
to  your  High  MightineHes,  in  the 
name  cf  her  Imperial  MajeHy, 
that  how  defirous  foever  Hie  may 
be  on  the  one  hand  to  maintain 
the  HrifleH  neutrality  during  the 
prefent  war,  yet  her  majeHy  is  as 

determined 
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determined  to  take  the  mod  effica¬ 
cious  means  to  fupport  the  honour 
of  the  Ruffian  flag,  the  fecurity  of 
the  trade,  and  the  navigation  of 
her  fubje&s,  and  not  fuffer  either 
to  be  hurt  by  any  of  the  bellige¬ 
rent  powers  ;  that,  in  order  to 
prevent  on  this  occaflon  any  roil- 
underftanding  or  falfe  interpreta¬ 
tion,  file  thought  it  neceffary  to 
fpecify  in  the  declaration  the  li¬ 
mits  of  a  free  trade,  and  what  is 
called  contraband.  That,  if  the 
definition  of  the  former  is  founded 
upon  the  cleared:  notions  of  natu¬ 
ral  right,  the  latter  is  literally 
taken  from  the  treaty  of  commerce 
between  Ruffiaand  Great  Britain, 
by  which  her  Imperial  Majefty 
means  inconteftably  to  prove  her 
good  faith  and  impartiality  to¬ 
wards  each  party  ;  that  fne  conie- 
quently  apprehends  that  the  other 
trading  powers  will  immediately 
come  into  her  way  of  thinking  re¬ 
lative  to  neutrality. 

From  thefe  confiderations,  her 
Imperial  Majefty  has  ordered  the 
underwritten  to  invite  your  High 
Mightineffes  to  make  a  common 
caufe  with  her,  as  fuch  an  union 
may  ferve  to  protett  the  trade  and 
navigation,  and  at  the  lame  time 
obferve  a  ftridt  neutrality,  and  to 
communicate  to  your  High  Migh¬ 
tineffes  the  regulation  Ihe  has  in 
confequence  taken. 

The  fame  invitation  has  been 
made  to  the  Courts  of  Copenha¬ 
gen,  Stockholm,  and  Lilbon,  in 
order  that  by  the  united  endea¬ 
vours  of  all  the  neutral  maritime 
powers,  a  natural  fyftem,  founded 
on  juftice,  might  be  eftablifhed 
and  legalifed  in  favour  of  the 
trade  of  neutral  nations,  which  by 
its  real  advantages  might  ferve  for 
a  rule  for  future  ages. 


PAPERS.  [347 

The  underwritten  does  not 
doubt  but  your  High  Mightineffes 
will,  without  delay,  take  the  in¬ 
vitation  of  her  Imperial  Majefty 
into  confideration,  and  concur  in 
immediately  making  a  declaration 
to  the  belligerent  powers,  found¬ 
ed  on  the  fame  principles  as  that 
of  the  emprefs,  explaining  at  the 
fame  time  the  nature  of  a  free 
and  contraband  trade,  conform¬ 
able  to  their  refpedlive  treaties 
with  the  other  nations. 

For  the  rell  the  underwritten 
has  the  honour  to  affure  your 
High  Mightineffes,  that  if,  to 
eltablilh  fuch  a  glorious  and  ad¬ 
vantageous  fyftem  upon  the  molt 
folid  bafts,  they  wifhed  to  open  a 
negociation  with  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  neutral  powers  on  this  fub- 
jedt,  the  emprefs,  his  fovereign, 
is  ready  to  join  you. 

Your  Mightineffes  will  eaflly 
fee  the  neceffity  of  accelerating 
your  refolutions  upon  objects  of 
fuch  importance  and  advantage 
for  humanity  in  general.  The 
underwritten  begs  of  you  to  give 
him  a  fpeedy  anfwer. 

Demetri  Prince  G  a  l  - 

litzin. 

Hague,  April  3,  1780. 


Declaration  from  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruffia  to  the  Courts  of  London, 
Verfailles,  and  Madrid. 

H  E  Emprefs  of  all  the 
Pvuffias  has  fo  fully  mani- 
Tefted  her  fentiments  of  equity  and 
moderation,  and  has  given  fuch 
evident  proofs,  during  the  courfe  v 
of  the  war  that  flie  fupported 
again  ft  the  Ottoman  Porte,  of  the 
regard  Ihe  has  for  the  rights  of 
neutrality  and  the  liberty  of  uni- 

verfal 
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verfal  commerce,  as  all  Europe 
can  witnels.  This  condu&»  as 
well  as  the  principles  of  impar¬ 
tiality  that  {he  has  difplayed  dur¬ 
ing  the  prefent  war,  juftly  in- 
fpfres  her  with  the  fulleil  confi¬ 
dence,  that  her  fubje&s  would 
peaceably  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their 
induftry  and  the  advantages  be¬ 
longing'  to  a  neutral  nation.  Expe- 
yience  has  neverthelefs  proved  the 
contrary.  Neither  the  above- 
mentioned  confiderations,  noi  the 
regard  to  the  rights  of  nations, 
have  prevented  the  fubje&s  of  her 
Imperial  Majefty  from  being  often 
jiiolefted  in  their  navigation,  and 
flopped  in  their  operations,  by 
thofe  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

Thefe  hindrances  to  the  liberty 
of  trade  in  general,  and  to  that 
of  Pvuffia  in  particular,  are  of  a 
nature  to  excite  the  attention  of 
all  neutral  nations.  The  emprefs 
Ends  herfelf  obliged  therefore  to 
free  it  by  all  the  means  compati¬ 
ble  with  her  dignity  and  the 
well-being  of  her  fubje&s ;  but, 
before  fhe  puts  this  into  execution, 
$nd  with  a  fincere  intention  to 
prevent  any  future  infringements, 
fhe  thought  it  but  juft  to  publilh 
to  all  Europe  the  principles  fhe 
means  to  follow,  which  are  the 
propereft  to  prevent  any  mifun- 
derftanding,  or  any  occurrences 
that  may  occafion  it,  _  Her  Impe¬ 
rial  Majefty  does  it  with  the  more 
confidence,  as  fhe  finds  thefe  prin¬ 
ciples  coincident  with  the  primi¬ 
tive  right  of  nations  which  every 
people  may  reclaim,  and  which 
the  belligerent  powers  cannot  in¬ 
validate  without  violating  the 
laws  of  neutrality,  and  without 
difavowing  the  maxims  they  have 
adopted  in  the  different  treaties 
public  engagements. 
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They  are  reducible  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  points : 

Firft,  That  all  neutral  {hips 
may  freely  navigate  from  port  to 
port,  and  on  the  coafts  of  nations 
at  war. 

Secondly,  That  the  eife&s  be¬ 
longing  to  the  fubje&s  of  the  faid 
warring  powers  fhall  be  free  in  all 
neutral  ve/lels,  except  contraband 
merchandife* 

Thirdly,  That  the  emprefs,  as 
to  the  fpecification  of  the  above- 
mentioned  merchandife,  holds  to 
what  is  mentioned  in  the  10th 
and  1  ith  articles  of  her  treaty  of 
commerce  with  Great  Britain,  ex¬ 
tending  her  obligations  to  all  the 
powers  at  war. 

Fourthly,  That,  to  determine 
what  is  meant  by  a  blocked-up 
port,  this  is  only  to  be  underftood 
of  one  which  is  fo  well  kept  in  by 
the  {hips  of  the  power  that  attacks 
it,  and  which  keep  their  places, 
that  it  is  dangerous  to  enter  in¬ 
to  it. 

Fifthly,  That  thefe  principles 
ferve  as  a  rule  for  proceedings 
and  judgments  upon  the  legality 

of  prizes. 

Her  Imperial  Majefty,  in  mak¬ 
ing  thefe  points  public,  does  not 
hefitate  to  declare,  that  to  main¬ 
tain  them,  and  to  prote&  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  her  flag,  the  fecurity  of 
the  trade  and  navigation  of  her 
fubje&s,  fhe  has  prepared  the 
greateft  part  of  her  maritime  forces. 
This  meafure  will  not,  however, 
influence  the  ftri&  neutrality  Ihe 
does  obferve,  and  will  obferve,  fo 
long  as  fhe  is  not  provoked  and 
forced  to  break  the  bounds  of  mo¬ 
deration  and  perfe&  impartiality. 
It  will  be  only  in  this  extremity 
that  her  fleet  have  orders  to  go 

wherever 
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wherever  honour,  intereft,  and 
need  may  require. 

In  giving  this  folemn  afturance 
with  the  ufual  opennefs  of  her 
chara&er,  the  emprefs  cannot  do 
other  than  promife  herfelf  that  the 
belligerent  powers,  convinced  of 
the  1'entiments  of  juftice  and  equi¬ 
ty  which  animate  her,  will  con¬ 
tribute  towards  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  thefe  falutary  purpofes, 
which  manifeftly  tend  to  the  good 
of  all  nations,  and  to  the  advan¬ 
tage  even  of  thofe  at  war.  In 
confequence  of  which,  her  Impe¬ 
rial  Majefty  will  furnifh  her  com¬ 
mandin'?  officers  with  inftruclions 

O 

conformable  to  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  principles,  founded  upon 
the  primitive  laws  of  people,  and 
fo  often  adopted  in  their  conven¬ 
tions. 

Anfwer  fro?n  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  Declaration  of  the 
Emprefs  of  Ruffia;  fent  to  the 
Britifh  Envoy  at  Peterlburgh, 
April  23,  1780. 

DURING  the  courfe  of  the 
war,  wherein  his  Britannick  Ma¬ 
jefty  finds  himfelf  engaged  through 
the  unprovoked  aggreffion  of 
France  and  Spain,  he  hath  con- 
ftantly  manifefted  his  fentiments 
of  juftice,  equity,  and  modera¬ 
tion,  in  every  part  of  his  con¬ 
duct.  His  majefty  hath  a&ed  to¬ 
wards  friendly  and  neutral  powers 
according  to  their  own  procedure 
refpe&ing  Great  Britain,  and  con¬ 
formable  to  the  cleared  principles, 
generally  acknowledged  as  the 
law  of  nations,  being  the  only 
law  between  powers  where  no 
treaties  fubfift,  and  agreeable  to 
the  tenour  of  his  different  engage¬ 
ments  with  other  powers  j  thofe 
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engagements  have  altered  this 
primitive  law,  by  mutual  ftipula- 
tions,  proportioned  to  the  will 
and  convenience  of  the  contracting 
parties. 

Strongly  attached  to  her  Ma¬ 
jefty  of  all  the  Ruffias,  by  the 
ties  of  reciprocal  friendffiip^and 
common  intereft,  the  king,  from 
the  commencement  of  thofe  trou¬ 
bles,  gave  the  moft  precife  orders 
refpe&ing  the  flag  of  her  Imperial 
Majefty,  and  the  commerce  of  her 
fnbjeCts,  agreeable  to  the  law  of 
nations,  and  the  tenour  of  the  en¬ 
gagements  ftipulated  by  his  treaty 
of  commerce  with  her,  and  to 
which  he  fnall  adhere  with  the 
moft  fcrupulous  exaCtnefs, 

The  orders  to  this  intent  have 
been  renewed,  and  the  utmoft  care 
will  be  taken  for  their  ftriCieft  ex¬ 
ecution. 

It  may  be  prefumed,  not  the 
leaft  irregularity  will  happen  ;  but 
in  cafe  any  infringements,  con¬ 
trary  to  thefe  repeated  orders, 
take  place,  the  Courts  of  Admi¬ 
ralty,  which  in  this,  like  all 
other  countries,  are  eftablifhed  to 
take  cognizance  of  fuch  matters, 
and  in  all  cafes  do  judge  folely  by 
the  law  of  nations,  and  by  the 
fpecifick  ftipuiations  of  different 
treaties,  will  redrefs  every  bard- 
fhip  in  fo  equitable  a  manner, 
that  her  Imperial  Majefty  ftull  be 
perfectly  fadsfied,  and  acknow¬ 
ledge  a  like  fpirit  of  juftice  which 
fhe  herfelf  poffeffes. 

Anfvoer  from  the  King  of  France 
to  the  Declaration  of  the  Emprefs 
cf  Ruffia. 

T  FI  E  war  in  which  the  king 
is  engaged  having  no  other  object 
than  the  attachment  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty 
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jelly  to  the  freedom  of  the  feas, 
he  could  not  but  with  the  trued 
fatisfaftion  fee  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruffia  adopt  the  fame  principle, 
and  refolve  to  maintain  it.  i  hat 
which  her  Imperial  Majedy  claims 
from  the  belligerent  powers  is  no 
other  than  the  rules  already  pre¬ 
ferred  to  the  French  marine,  the 
execution  of  which  is  maintained 
with  an  exattitude 'known  and  ap¬ 
plauded  by  all  Europe. 

The  liberty  of  neutral  velfels, 
redrained  only  in  a  few  cafes,  is 
the  direft  confequence' of  neutral 
right,  the  fafeguard  of  all  nations, 
and  the  relief  even  of  thofe  at  war. 
The  king  has  been  defirous,  not 
only  to  procure  a  freedom  of  na¬ 
vigation  to  the  fubjetts  of  the 
Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  but  to  thofe  of 
all  the  dates  who  hold  their  neu¬ 
trality,  and  that  upon  the  fame 
conditions  as  are  announced  in 
the  treaty  to  which  his  majedy 
this  day  anfwers. 

His  majedy  thought  he  had 
taken  a  great  dep  for  the  general 
good,  and  prepared  a  glorious 
epocha  for  his  reign,  by  fixing,  by 
his  example,  the  rights  which 
every  belligerent  power  may,  and 
ought  to  acknowledge  to  be  due 
to  neutral  veffiels.  His  hopes  have 
not  been  deceived,  as  the  emprefs, 
in  avowing  the  drifted  neutrality, 
has  declared  in  favour  of  a  fydem 
which  the  king  is  fupporting  at 
the  price  of  his  people’s  blood, 
and  that  her  majedy  adopts  the 
fame  rights  as  he  would  with  to 
make  the  bafis  of  the  maritime 
code. 

If  frefli  ofders  were  neceflary  to 
prevent  the  Veffiels  of  her  Imperial 
Majedy  front  being  didurbed  in 
their  navigation  by  the  fubjetts  of 
the,  king,  his  majedy  would  im¬ 
mediately  give  them  ;  but  the 
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emprefs  will  no  doubt  be  fatisfied 
with  the  difpofitions  made  by  his 
majedy  in  the  regulations  he  has 
publilhed.  They  do  not  hold  by 
circumdances  only,  but  they  are 
founded  oh  the  right  of  nations, 
and  quite  fuitable  to  a  prince 
who  finds  the  happinefs  of  his 
own  kingdom  in  that  of  general 
profperity.  The  king  wiflies  her 
Imperial  Majedy  would  add  to 
the  means  die  has  fixed  to  de¬ 
termine  what  merchandizes  are 
reckoned  contraband  in  time  of 
war,  precife  rules  in  the  form  of 
the  fea-papers  with  which  the 
Ruffian  {hips  will  be  furnifhed. 

With  this  precaution,  his  ma¬ 
jedy  is  allured  nothing  will  hap¬ 
pen  to  make  him  regret  the  hav¬ 
ing  put  the  Rulfian  navigators  on 
as  advantageous  a  footing  as  cart 
be  in  time  of  war.  Happy  cir¬ 
cumdances  have  more  than  once 
occurred  to  prove  to  the  courts 
how  important  it  is  for  them  to 
explain  themfelves  freely  relative 
to  their  refpeftive  intereds. 

His  majedy  is  very  happy  to 
have  explained  his  way  of  think¬ 
ing  to  her  Imperial  Majedy  upon 
fo  intereding  a  point  for  Ruffia, 
and  the  trading  powers  of  Europe* 
He  the  more  fmcerely  applauds 
the  principles  and  views  of  the 
emprefs,  as  his  majedy  partakes 
of  the  fame  fentiments  which  have 
brought,  her  majedy  to  adopt 
thofe  meafures,  which  mud  be  to 
the  advantage  of  her  own  lubjetts, 
and  all  other  nations. 

Verf allies  3  April  25 ,  1780. 


Anfvoer  from  the  King  of  Spain, 
to  the  Declaration  of  the  Emprefs 
of  Ruffia. 


THE  king,  being  informed  of 
the  emprefs’'s  fentiments  with  re- 
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3c£b  to  the  belligerent  and  neu¬ 
ral  powers,  bv  a  memorial  re¬ 
mitted  to  the  Compte  de  Florida 
ilanca,  on  the  i  c;  t h  i n id .  by  Mr. 
Etienne  de  Zinowief,  Minifter  to 
ier  Imperial  Majefty  :/  the  king 
onliders  this  as  the  effedl  of  a 
uft  confidence  which  his  majefty 
ias  on  his  part  merited  ;  and  it  is 
et  more  agreeable  that  the-  prin- 
i pics  adopted  by  this  fovereign 
hoc  Id  be  the  fame  as  have  always 
raided  the  king,  and  which  his 
najefty  has  for  a  long  time,  but 
vithout  fuccefs,  endeavoured  to 
:aufe  England  to  obferve,  while 
Spain  remained  neuter.  Thefe 
manciples  are  founded  in  juftice, 
equity,  and  moderation  ;  and  thefe 
ame  principles  Ruftia  and  all  the 
sther  powers  have  experienced  in 
:he  refolutions  formed  by  his  ma- 
efty  ;  and  it  has  been  entirely 
wing  to  the  conduft  of  the  Eng- 
i fh  navy,  both  in  the  iaft  and  the 
arefent  war  (a  conduit  wholly 
fubverfive  of  the  received  rules  a- 
mong  neutral  powers)  that  his 
majefty  has  been  obliged  to  follow 
their  example;  fince  the  Englifh 
paying  no  refped  to  a  neutral  flag, 
if  the  fame  be  laden  with  effects 
belonging  to  the  enemy,  even  if 
the  articles  fhould  not  be  contra¬ 
band,  and  that  fl;:g  not  ufing  any 
means  of  defending  itfelf,  there 
could  not  be  any  juft  caufe  why 
Spain  fhould  not  make  reprifals, 
to  indemnify  herfelf  for  the  great 
difad  vantages  fhe  muft  otherwife 
labour  under.  The  neutral  pow¬ 
ers  have  alio  laid  themfeives  open 
to  the  inconveniences  they  have 
foffered,  by  furnifning  themfeives 
with  double  papers,  and  other 
artifices,  to  prevent  the  capture 
of  their  veflels  ;  from  which  have 
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followed  captures  and  detentions 
innumerable,  and  other  difagree- 
able  confequer.ces,  though  in  rea¬ 
lity  not  fo  prejudicial  as  pretend¬ 
ed  ;  on  the  contrary,  fome  of  thefe 
detentions  have  turned  to  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  proprietors,  as  the 
goods,  being  fold  in  the  port 
where  they  were  condemned,  have 
frequently  gone  off  at  a  higher 
price  than  they  would  have  done  at 
the  place  of  their  deftination. 

The  king,  neverthelefs,  not  con¬ 
tented  with  thefe  proofs  of  his 
j uftification,  which  have  been  ma- 
nifefl  to  all  Europe,  will  this  day 
have  the  glory  of  being  the  firft  to 
give  the  example  of  refpeiling  the 
neutral  flag  of  all  the  courts  that 
have  confented,  or  fhall  confent, 
to  defend  it,  till  his  majefty  finds 
what  part  the  Englifh  navy  takes, 
and  whether  they  will,  together 
with  their  privateers,  keep  within 
proper  bounds.  And  to  fhew  to 
all  the  neutral  powers  how  much 
Spain  is  defirous  of  obferving  the 
fame  rules  in  time  of  war  as  fhe 
was  directed  by  whilft  neuter,  his 
majefty  conforms  to  the  other 
points  contained  in  the  declaration 
of  Ruffia.  To  be  underftood,  ne¬ 
verthelefs,  that,  with  regard  to 
the  blockade  of  Gibraltar,  the 
danger  of  entering  fuhfifts,  as  de¬ 
termined  by  the  fourth  article  of 
the  faid  declaration.  Thefe  dan¬ 
gers  may,  however,  be  avoided 
by  the  neutral  powers,  if  they  con¬ 
form  to  thofe  rules  of  precaution 
eftablifhed  by  his  majefty’s  decla¬ 
ration  of  the  15th  of  laft  March, 
which  has  been  communicated  to 
the  Court  of  Peterfburg  by  his 
minifter. 

Florida  Blanca. 
Ai  Ararijuez ,  18  April,  1780. 

Dec! a - 
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Declaration  of  the  King  of  Den¬ 
mark  and  Norway,  to  the  Courts 
cf  London,  Verfailies,  and  Ma¬ 
drid. 

IF  the  moft  exafl  and  perfect 
neutrality,  with  the  moll  re¬ 
gular  navigation,  and  the  mod 
inviolable  refped  to  treaties,  could 
have  kept  free  the  commerce  of 
the  fubje&s  of  the  King  of  Den¬ 
mark  and  Norway  from  the  in¬ 
roads  of  the  powers  with  whom 
he  is  at  peace,  free  and  inde¬ 
pendent,  it  would  not  be  necef- 
fary  to  take  meafures  to  infure  to 
his  fubjefts  that  liberty  to  which 
they  have  the  moft  incontroverti¬ 
ble  right.  The  King  of  Denmark 
has  always  founded  his  glory, 
and  his  grandeur,  upon  the  efteem 
and  confidence  of  other  people. 
It  has  been  his  rule,  from  the 
beginning  of  his  reign,  to  teftify 
to  all  the  powers,  his  friends,  a 
condud:  the  moft  capable  of  con¬ 
vincing  them  of  his  pacific  inten¬ 
tions,  and  of  his  defire  to  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  general  happinefs  of 
Europe.  His  proceedings  have 
always  been  conformable  to  thefe 
principles,  againft  which  nothing 
can  be  alledged  ;  he  has  not,  till 
now,  addreffed  himfelf,  but  to 
the  powers  at  war,  to  obtain  a 
redrefs  of  his  griefs  ;  and  he  has 
never  wanted  moderation  in  his 
demand?,  nor  acknowledgments 
when  they  have  received  the  fuc- 
cefs  they  deferved  :  but  the  neu¬ 
tral  navigation  has  been  too  often 
moleiied,  and  the  moft  innocent 
commerce  of  his  fubjedfts  too 
frequently  troubled  ;  fo  that  the 
king  finds  himfelf  obliged  to  take 
proper  meafures  to  a ft'ure  to  him¬ 
felf  and  his  allies  the  fafety  of 
commerce  and  navigation,  and 


the  maintenance  of  the  infeparable 
rights  of  liberty  and  independence* 
If  the  duties  of  neutrality  are  fa- 
cred,  the  law  of  nations  has  alfo 
its  rights  avowed  by  all  impartial 
powers,  eftablilhed  by  cuftom,  and 
founded  upon  equity  and  reafon. 
A  nation  independent  and  neuter, 
does  not  lofe  by  the  war  of  others 
the  rights  which  fhe  had  before 
the  war,  becaufe  peace  exifts  be¬ 
tween  her  and  ail  the  belligerent 
powers.  Without  receiving  or 
being  obliged  to  follow  the  laws 
of  either  of  them,  fhe  is  allowed 
to  follow,  in  all  places  (contra¬ 
band  excepted)  the  traffic  which 
fhe  would  have  a  right  to  do,  if 
peace  exifted  with  all  Europe,  as 
it  exifts  with  her.  The  king  pre¬ 
tends  to  nothing  beyond  what  the 
neutrality  allows  him.  This  is 
his  rule,  and  that  of  his  people  ; 
and  the  king  cannot  accord  to  the 
principle,  that  a  power  at  war  has 
a  right  to  interrupt  the  commerce 
of  his  fubjects.  He  thinks  it  due 
to  himfelf,  and  his  fubjedls,  faith¬ 
ful  obfervers  of  thefe  rules,  and 
to  the  powers  at  war  themfelves, 
to  declare  to  them  the  following 
principles,  which  he  has  always 
held,  and  which  he  will  always 
avow  and  maintain,  in  concert 
with  the  Emprefs  of  all  the  Rufiias, 
whofe  fentirnents  he  finds  entirely 
conformable  with  his  own. 

I.  That  neutral  veflels  have  a 
right  to  navigate  freely  from  port 
to  port,  even  on  the  coafts  of  the 
powers  at  war. 

II.  That  the  effedls  of  the  fub- 
je&s  of  the  powers  at  war  fhall  be 
free  in  neutral  veffels,  except  fuch. 
as  are  deemed  contraband. 

III.  That  nothing  is  to  be  un- 

derftood  under  the  denominations 
of  contraband,  that  is  not  ex¬ 
it  prefsly 
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)?refsly  mentioned  as  fuch  in  the 
third  article  of  his  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce  with  Great  Britain,  in  the 
year  1670,  and  the  26th  and  27th 
articles  of  his  treaty  of  commerce 
with  France,  in  the  year  1742  ; 
and  the  king  will  equally  main¬ 
tain  thefe  rules  with  thofe  powers 
with  whom  he  has  no  treaty. 

IV.  That  he  will  look  upon 
as  a  fort  blocked  up,  into  which 
no  veflel  can  enter  without  evi-. 
dent  danger,  on  account  of  veffels 
of  war  Rationed  there,  which  Form 
an  effectual  blockade. 

V.  That  thefe  principles  ferve 
for  rules  in  procedure,  and  that 
juftice  fhall  be  expeditioufty  ren¬ 
dered,  after  the  rules  of  the  fea, 
conformably  to  treaty  and  ufage 
received. 

VI.  His  majefty  does  not  heft-, 
tate  to  declare,  that  he  will  main¬ 
tain  thefe  principles  with  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  his  flag,  and  the  liberty 
and  independence  of  the  com¬ 
merce  and  navigation  of  his 
fubjeCts ;  and  that  it  is  for  this 
purpofe  he  has  armed  a  part  of 
his  navy,  although  he  is  deftrous 
to  preferve,  with  all  the  powers 
at  war,  not  only  a  good  under- 
ftanding,  but  all  the  friendlhip 
which  t-he  neutrality  can  admit  of. 
The  king  will  never  recede  from 
thefe  principles,  unlefs  he  is 
forced  to  it  :  he  knows  the  duties 
and  the  obligations,  he  refpeCts 
them  as  he  does  his  treaties,  and 
defires  no  other  than  to  maintain 
them.  His  majefty  is  perfuaded, 
that  the  belligerent  powers  will 
acknowledge  the  juftice  of  his  mo¬ 
tives  ;  that  they  will  be  as  averfe  as 
himfelf  to  doing  any  thing  that  may 
opprefs  the  liberties  of  mankind, 
and  that  they  will  give  their  or¬ 
ders  to  their  admiralty  and  to 
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their  officers,  conformably  to  the 
principles  above  recited,  which, 
tend  to  the  general  happinefs  and 
intereft  of  all  Europe. 

Copenhagen ,  July%,  1780. 


Declaration  of  the  King  of  Sweden 
to  the  fame  Courts . 

EVE  R  flnce  the  beginning  of 
the  prefent  war,  the  king 
has  taken  particular  care  to  mani- 
fell  his  intentions  to  all  Europe. 
He  impofed  unto  himfelf  the  law 
of  a  perfect  neutrality  ;  he  ful¬ 
filled  all  the  duties  thereof,  with 
the  molt  fcrupulous  exactitude; 
and  in  confequence  thereof;  he 
thought  himfelf  entitled  to  all 
the  prerogatives  naturally  apper¬ 
taining  to  the  qualification  of  a 
fovereign  perfectly  neuter.  But 
notwithftandincr  this,  his  coramer- 
cial  fubjeCts  have  been  obliged  to 
claim  his  protection,  and  his  ma¬ 
jefty  has  found  himfelf  under  the 
neceffity  to  grant  it  to  them. 

To  effeft  this,  the  king  ordered 
laft  year  a  certain  number  of  men 
of  war  to  be  fitted  out.  He  em¬ 
ployed  a  part  thereof  on  the  coafts 
of  his  kingdom,  and  the  reft: 
ferved  as  convoys  for  the  Swedifh 
merchant  ftiips  in  the  different  feas 
vvhich  the  commerce  of  his  fub¬ 
jeCts  required  them  to  navigate. 
Fie  acquainted  the  feveral  belli¬ 
gerent  powers  with  thefe  mea- 
fures  and  was  preparing  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  fame  during  the  courfe 
of  this  year,  when  other  courts, 
who  had  likevvife  adopted  a  per¬ 
fect  neutrality,  communicated 
their  fentiments  unto  him,  which 
the  king  found  entirely  conform¬ 
able  to  his  own,  arid  tending  to 
the  fa*ne  objeCt. 
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The  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  caufed 
a  declaration  to  be  delivered  to 
the  Courts  of  London,  Verfailles, 
and  Madrid,  in  which  ihe  acquaint¬ 
ed  them  of  her  refolution  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  commerce  of  her  fubjefts, 
and  to  defend  the  univerfal  rights 
and  prerogatives  of  neutral  na¬ 
tions.  This  declaration  was  found¬ 
ed  upon  fuch  jud  principles  of  the 
law  of  nations  and  the  fubfiding 
treaties,  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
call  them  into  quedion.  The 
king  found  them  entirely  concor¬ 
dant  with  his  own  caufe,  and 
with  the  treaty  concluded  in  the 
year  1 666,  between  Sweden  and 
France ;  and  his  majefty  could 
not  forbear  to  acknowledge  and 
to  adopt  the  fame  principles,  not 
only  with  regard  to  thofe  powers, 
with  whom  the  faid  treaties  are  in 
force,  but  alfp  with  regard  to  fuch 
others  as  are  already  engaged  in 
the  prefent  war,  or  may  be  in¬ 
volved  therein  hereafter,  and  with 
whom  the  king  has  no  treaties  to 
reclaim.  It  is  the  univerfal  law, 
and  when  there  are  no  particu¬ 
lar  engagements  exiding,  it  be¬ 
comes  obligatory  upon  all  na¬ 
tions. 

In  confequence  thereof,  the  king 
declares  hereby  again,  “  That  he 
will  obferve  the  fame  neutrality, 
and  with  the  fame  exactitude  as 
he  has  hitherto  done.  He  will 
enjoin  all  his  fubjefts,  under  ri¬ 
gorous  pains,  not  to  aft  in  any 
manner  whatever  contrary  to  the 
duties  which  a  drift  neutrality 
Impofes  unto  them  ;  but  he  will 
effeftually  proteft  their  lawful 
commerce,  by  all  poflible  means, 
whenever  they  carry  on  the  fame, 
conformably  to  the  principles  here 
above  mentioned. 


Explanation  which  the  Court  of 
Sweden  has  demanded ,  relative 
to  the  Propofal  which  the  Court 
of  Ruffia  has  made  for  the  reci¬ 
procal  Protection  and  Navigation 
of  their  Subjects , 

I,  TT  OW  and  in  what  manner 
JLi  a  reciprocal  protection 
and  mutual  affidance  lhall  be 
given. 

II.  Whether  each  particular 
power  dial!  be  obliged  to  proteft 
the  general  commerce  of  the 
whole,  or  if  in  the  mean  time  It 
may  employ  a  part  of  its  arma¬ 
ment  in  the  protection  of  its  own 
particular  commerce. 

III.  If  fevers!  of  thefe  combined 
fquadrons  fhould  meet,  or,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  one  or  more  of  their  vef- 
fels,  what  lhall  be  the  rule  of 
their  conduft  towards  each  other, 
and  how  far  lhall  the  neutral  pro¬ 
tection  extend. 

IV.  It  feems  effential  to  agree 
upon  the  manner  in  which  repre- 
fentations  lhall  be  made  to  the 
powers  at  war,  if,  notwithdand- 
ing  our  meafures,  their  Ihips  of 
war,  or  armed  veflels,  fhould  con¬ 
tinue  to  interrupt  our  commerce 
in  any  manner.  Mud  thefe  re- 
mondrances  be  made  in  the  gene¬ 
ral  name  of  the  united  powers,  or 
lhall  each  particular  power  plead 
its  own  caufe  only  ? 

V.  Ladly,  it  appears  edential  I  y 
r.ecelfary  to  provide  againd  this 
poffible  event,  where  one  of  the 
united  powers  feeing  itfelf  driven 
to  extremities  againd  any  of  the 
powers  aftually  at  war,  Ihould 
claim  the  affidance  of  the  allies  in 
this  convention  to  do  herjudice  ; 
in  what  manner  can  this  be  bed 
concerted  t  A  circumdanee  which 

equally 
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equally  requires  a  ftipulation,  that 
the  reprifals  in  that  cafe  fhall  not 
be  at  the  will  of  fuch  party  inju¬ 
red,  but  that  the  common  voice 
fhull  decide :  otherwife  an  indi- 
vidul  power  might  at  its  pleafure 
draw  the  reft  againft  their  incli¬ 
nations  and  interefts  into  difagree- 
able  extremities,  or  break  the 
whole  league,  and  reduce  matters 
into  their  original  ftate,  which 
would  render  the  whole  fruitlefs 
and  of  no  cfteCt. 

Ahfwer  of  the  Court  of  Ruffia. 

I.  A  S  to  the  manner  in  which 
JE\>  protection  and  mutual  af- 
fiftance  fhall  be  granted,  it  muft 
be  fettled  by  a  formal  convention, 
to  which  all  the  neutral  powers 
will  be  invited,  the  principal  end 
of  which  is,  to  infure  a  free  na¬ 
vigation  to  the  merchant  fhips 
of  all  nations.  Whenever  fuch 
veftel  fhail  have  proved  from  its 
papers  that  it  carries  no  contra¬ 
band  goods,  the  protection  of  a 
fquadron,  or  veflels  of  war,  fhall 
be  granted  her,  under  whofe  care 
fhe  fhall  put  herfelf,  and  which 
fhall  prevent  her  being  interrupt¬ 
ed.  From  hence  it  follows  : 

II.  That  each  power  muft  con¬ 
cur  in  the  general  fecurity  of 
commerce.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  better  to  accomplifh  this  ob¬ 
ject,  it  will  be  neceftary  to  fettle, 
by  means  cf  a  feparate  article, 
the  places  and  diftances  which 
may  be  judged  proper  for  the  fta- 
tion  of  each  power.  From  that 
method  will  arife  this  advantage, 
that  all  the  fquadronsof  the  allies 
will  form  a  kind  of  chain,  and  be 
able  to  aftift  each  other ;  the  par¬ 
ticular  arrangement  to  be  confined 
only  to  the  knowledge  of  the  ai- 
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lies,  though  the  convention  in  all 
other  points,  will  be  communica¬ 
ted  to  the  powers  at  war,  accom¬ 
panied  with  all  the  proteftations 
of  a  ftriCt  neutrality. 

III.  It  is  undoubtedly  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  a  perfeCl  equality,  which 
muft  regulate  this  point.  We 
fhall  follow  the  common  mode 
with  regard  to  fafety.  In  cafe 
the  fquaarons  fhould  meet  and 
engage,  the  commanders  will  con¬ 
form  to  the  ufages  of  the  fea  fer- 
vice,  becaufe,  as  i9  obferved 
above,  the  reciprocal  protection, 
under  thefe  conditions,  fhould  be 
unlimited. 

IV.  It  feems  expedient  that  the 
reprefentations  mentioned  in  this 
article  be  made  by  the  party  ag¬ 
grieved  ;  and  that  the  minifters  of 
the  other  confederate  powers  fup- 
port  thofe  remonftrances  in  the 
mo  ft  forcible  and  efficacious  man* 
ner, 

V.  We  feel  all  the  importance 
of  this  confideration  ;  and,  to  ren¬ 
der  it  clear,  it  is  neceftary  to  diftin- 
guifh  the  cafe. 

If  any  one  of  the  allied  powers 
fhould  fuffer  itfelf  to  be  drawn  in 
by  motives  contrary  to  the  efta- 
blifhed  principles  of  a  neutrality 
and  perfect  impartiality,  fhould 
injure  its  laws,  or  extend  their 
bounds,  it  cannot  certainly  be  ex¬ 
pected  that  the  others  fhould 
efpoufe  the  quarrel  ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  fuch  a  conduct  would  be 
deemed  an  abandoning  the  ties 
which  unite  them.  But  if  thein- 
fult  offered  to  one  of  the  allies 
fhould  be  hoftile  to  the  principles 
adopted  and  announced  in  the 
face  of  all  Europe,  or  fhould  be 
marked  with  the  character  of  ha¬ 
tred  and  animoftty,  infpired  by 
refen tment,  thefe  common  mea- 
[Z]  2  fures 
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fares  of  the  confederacy,  which 
have  no  other  tendency  than  to 
make,  in  a  precife  and  irrevocable 
manner,  laws  for  the  liberty  of 
commerce,  and  the  rights  of  every 
neutral  nation,  then  it  fhall  be 
held  indifpenfable  for  the  united 
powers  to  make  a  common  caufe 
of  it  (at  fea  only)  without  its 
being  a  ground-work  for  other 
operations,  as  thefe  connections 
are  purely  maritime,  having  no 
other  objeCt  than  naval  commerce 
and  navigation. 

From  all  that  is  faid  above,  it 
evidently  refults,  that  the  com¬ 
mon  will  of  all,  founded  upon 
the  principles  admitted  and  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  contracting  parties,  mud 
alone  cjecide,  and  that  it  will  al¬ 
ways  be  the  fixed  bafis  of  the  con¬ 
duct  and  operations  of  this  union. 
Finally,  we  fhall  obferve,  that 
thefe  conventions  fuppofe  no  other 
naval  armament  than  what  fhall 
be  conformable  to  circumdances, 
according  as  thofe  fhall  render 
them  neceffary,  or  as  may  be 
agreed.  It  is  probable  that 
this  agreement,  once  ratified  and 
edablifhed,  will  be  of  the  greated 
confequence  ;  and  that  the  belli¬ 
gerent  powers  will  find  in  it  fufh- 
cient  motives  to  perfuade  them  to 
refpeCt  the  neutral  flag,  and  pre¬ 
vent  their  provoking  the  refent- 
ment  of  a  refpeCtable  communion, 
founded  under  the  aufpices  of  the 
mod  evident  judice,  and  the  foie 
idea  of  which  is  received  with  the 
univerfal  applaufe  of  all  impartial 
Europe. 


Tapers  which  were  communicated 
hy  Sir  jofeph  Yorke,  by  exprefs 
Orders  from  the  King  his  Majier , 

1  to  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  Prince 


Stadtholder,  and  which  were  takers 
out  of  Mr.  Laurensd  Trunk. 

>*~|p  H  E  following  are  the  out- 
lines  of  a  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce,  which,  agreeably  to  the 
orders  and  indruClions  of  Mr. 
Engelbert  Francis  Van  Berkel, 
Counfellor  and  Penfionary  of  the 
city  of  Amderdam,  directed  to 
me,  John  de  Neufville,  citizen  of 
the  faid  city  of  Amderdam,  I  have 
examined,  weighed,  and  regu¬ 
lated  with  William  Lee,  Efq; 
commiffioner  from  the  Congrefs, 
as  a  treaty  of  commerce,  deilined 
to  be  or  as  might  be  concluded 
hereafter,  between  their  High 
Mightinedes  the  States  -  General 
of  the  Seven  United  Provinces  of 
Holland,  and  the  United  States 
of  North  America. 

Done  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  the 
4th  of  September,  1778. 

Signed,  John  de  Neufville. 

I  hereby  certify  that  theabove  is 
a  true  copy. 

Signed,  Samuel. W.Stokton. 

No.  I.  T reaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce 
between  the  Republic  of  Holland 
and  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica. 

TH  E  preamble  recites,  that 
the  laid  contracting  dates 
of  Holland  and  America,  wifhing 
to  edablifh  a  treaty  of  commerce, 
have  refolved  to  fix  it  on  the  bafis 
of  a  perfeCt  equality,  and  the  re¬ 
ciprocal  utility  arifing  from  the 
equitable  laws  of  a  free  trade  ; 
provided  that  the  contracting  par¬ 
ties  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  admit, 
as  they  think  good,  other  nations 
to  partake  of  the  advantages  ari- 
fing  from  the  faid  trade.  ACtuat- 
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ed  by  the  above  equitable  princi¬ 
ples,  the  fcrementioned  contract¬ 
ing  parties  have  agreed  on  the 
following  articles  : 

Art.  I.  There  {hall  be  a  perma¬ 
nent,  unalterable,  and  univerfal 
peace  and  amity,  eftablifhed  be¬ 
tween  their  High  MightinefTes  of 
the  Seven  Provinces  of  Hoi  land,  and 
the  United  States  of  North  Ameri¬ 
ca  ;  as  well  as  between  their  refpec- 
tive  fubjeds,  illands,  towns  and 
territories,  fituate  under  thejurif- 
didion  of  the  refpedive  hates 
above  mentioned,  and  their  inha¬ 
bitants,  without  any  diHindion 
whatfoever  of  perfons  or  fexes. 

II.  The  fubjeds  of  the  United 
Provinces  of  Holland  {hall  be  lia¬ 
ble  only  to  fuch  duties  as  are  paid 
by  the  natives  and  inhabitants  of 
North  America,  in  all  the  coun¬ 
tries,  ports,  iflands,  and  towns 
belonging  to  the  faid  Hates  ;  and 
fhall  enjoy  the  rights,  liberties, 
privileges,  immunities  and  ex¬ 
emptions  in  their  trade  and  navi¬ 
gation,  common  to  the  faid  na¬ 
tives  and  inhabitants,  when  the 
fubjeds  of  Holland  fhall  have  oc- 
cafion  to  pafs  from  one  American 
Hate  to  another,  as  well  as  when 
bound  from  thence  to  any  part  of 
the  world, 

III.  The  privileges,  &c,  granted 
by  the  foregoing  article  to  the 
States  of  Holland,  are,  by  the 
prefect,  confirmed  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  North  America. 

IV.  The  refpedive  fubjeds  of 
the  contrading  parties,  as  well  as 
the  inhabitants  of  the  countries, 
illands,  or  towns  belonging  to  the 
faid  parties,  {hall  be  at  liberty, 
without  producing  a  written  per- 
miffion,  private  or  public  pafs, 
to  travel  by  land  or  water,  or  in 
whatever  ipanner  they  think  b.eft. 
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through  the  kingdoms,  territories, 
provinces.  Sec.  or  dominions  what¬ 
ever,  of  either  of  the  confederat¬ 
ed  ftates,  to  have  their  free  egrels 
and  regrefs,  to  remain  in  the  faid 
places,  and  during  the  whole 
time  be  at  liberty  to  purchafe 
every  thing  neceffary  to  their  own 
fubfiHence  and  ufe  :  they  fh all  alfo 
be  treated  with  every  mark  of  re¬ 
ciprocal  friendfhip  and  favour. 
Provided  neverthelefs,  that  in 
every  circumHance  they  demean 
themfelves  in  perfed  conformity 
with  the  laws,  Hatutes,  and  or¬ 
dinances  of  thofe  faid  kingdoms, 
towns,  &c.  where  they  may  fo- 
journ  ;  treating  each  other  with 
mutual  friendfhip,  and  keeping 
up  among  themfelves  the  mod  per¬ 
fed  harmony,  by  means  of  a  con- 
Hant  correfpondence. 

V.  The  fubjeds  of  the  contrad¬ 
ing  powers,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
all  places  belonging  to  the  faid 
powers,  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  car¬ 
ry  their  fhips  and  goods  (fuch  as 
are  not  forbidden  by  the  law  of 
the  refpedive  Hates)  into  all  ports, 
places,  &c.  belonging  to  the  faid 
powers,  and  to  tarry,  without 
any  limitation  of  time  :  to  hire 
whole  houfes,  or  in  part:  to  buy 
and  purchafe  from  the  manu- 
fadurer  or  retailer,  either  in  the 
public  markets,  fairs.  See.  all 
forts  of  goods  and  merchandize 
not  forbidden  by  any  particular 
law  :  to  open  warehouses  for  the 
fale  of  goods  and  efteds  imported 
from  other  parts  :  nor  {hall  they 
be  at  any  time  forced  againli  their 
confent,  to  bring  the  faid  goods 
and  w'are  to  the  markets  and 
fairs  ;  provided,  neverthelefs,  that 
they  do  not  difpofe  of  them  by 
retail,  or  elfewhere :  they  Hiall 
not,  however,  be  liable  to  anv 
[Z]  3  *  Of 
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©r  duties,  on  tills  or  any  other  ac¬ 
counts  except  thofe  only  which 
are  to  be  paid  for  their  fhips  or 
goods,  according  to  the  laws 
and  cuftoms  of  the  refpedive 
Hates,  and  at  the  rate  flipulated 
by  the  prefent  treaty.  Moreover, 
they  fhall  be  entirely  at  liberty  to 
depart,  without  the  leak  hin¬ 
drance,  (this  extends  alfo  to  their 
wives,  children,  and  fuch  fer- 
vants  who  may  be  deiirous  to  fol¬ 
low  their  mailer)  and  to  take 
with  them  all  goods  bought  or 
imported  at  any  time;  and  for 
fuch  places  as  they  may  think 
proper,  by  land,  or  fea,  or  rivers, 
or  lakes;  all  privileges,  laws, 
conceflions,  immunities,  & c,  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

VI.  In  regard  to  religious  wor- 
ihip,  the  moil  unb  unded  liberty 
fhall  be  granted  to  the  fubjeds  of 
the  faid  confederate  Hates,  for 
themfelves  and  families.  They 
fhall  not  be  compelled  to  frequent 
the  churches,  &c.  but  fhall  have 
full  liberty  to  perform  divine  fer- 
vice,  after  their  own  manner, 
without  any  moleftation  in  either 
church  or  chapel,  or  private 
isoufes  ( apertis  fori  bus ).  It  is 
farther  provided,  that  any  fubjed 
of  one  of  the  contrading  powers 
dying  in  any  place  belonging  to 
the  other,  fhall  be  interred  in  de¬ 
cent  and  convenient  places,  al¬ 
lotted  for  that  purpofe,  and,  in 
fine,  that  no  infult  fhall,  at  any 
time,  or  in  any  manner  whatever, 
be  offered  to  the  dead  or  interred 
bodies. 

VII.  It  is  farther  agreed  and 
fettled,  that  in  all  duties,  im- 
pofls,  taxes,  & c.  laid  on  goods, 
perfons,  merchandize,  &c.  of  each 
and  every  fubjed  of  the  contrad- 
Ing  powers,  under  any  denomina¬ 


tion  whatfoever,  the  faid  fubjedsa 
inhabitants,  &c.  fhall  enjoy  equal 
privileges,  franchifes,  immunities, 
either  in  the  courts  of  juftiee, 
and  in  every  matter  of  trade, 
commerce,  or  any  other  cafe,  and 
fhall  be  treated  with  the  fame 
favour  and  diflindion  hitherto 
granted,  or  hereafter  to  be  granted 
to  any  foreign  nation  whatfoever. 

VIII.  Their  High  Mightinefles, 
the  States  General  of  the  Seven 
United  Provinces,  fhall  ufe  the 
moll  efficacious  means  in  their 
power,  to  nroted  the  fhips  and 
goods  belonging  to  any  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  be 
they  private  or  public  property, 
when  in  the  ports,  roads,  or  feas 
adjoining  the  faid  iflands,  & c.  be¬ 
longing  to  their  faid  High  Mighti- 
neiles,  and  to  ufe  all  their  endea¬ 
vours  to  bring  about  a  reflitutiont 
to  be  made  to  the  owners,  or  their 
agents,  of  all  vefiels  and  goods 
captured  within  their  jurifdic- 
tion ;  and  the  fhips  of  war  be¬ 
longing  to  their  faid  High  Migh- 
tinefies  fhall  take  under  their 
protedion,  and  convoy  the  fhips 
belonging  to  the  faid  American 
States,  or  any  of  the  fubjeds  or 
inhabitants  thereof,  following  the 
fame  courfe,  and  defend  the  faid 
fhips  as  long  as  they  fail  in  com¬ 
pany,  againft  all  attacks,  violence,, 
or  epprefiion,  in  like  manner  as 
they  are  in  duty  bound  to  defend 
the  fhips  of  their  High  Mighti- 
neffes  the  Seven  United  Provinces 
of  Holland. 

IX.  By  this  article,  the  fame 
obligation  is  laid  on  the  Ameri¬ 
can  States,  in  favour  of  the  (hip** 
ping,  &c.  belonging  to  thofe  of 
Holland. 

X.  Their  Plight  MightinefTes 
the  States  of  Holland  fhall  inter- 

pofes 
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pofe,  and  employ  their  good  offi¬ 
ces  in  favour  of  the  faid  Ameri¬ 
can  States,  their  fubjedds  and  in¬ 
habitants,  with  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco,  the  Regencies  of  Al¬ 
giers,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli,  and 
all  along  the  coall  of  Barbary  and 
Africa,  and  with  the  fubje&s  of 
the  faid  powers,  that  the  lhips. 
Sec.  of  the  faid  American  States, 
be  as  much  as  poffible,  and  to  the 
bed  advantage,  protected  againil 
the  violences,  infults,  depreda¬ 
tions,  See.  of  the  abovefaid  princes 
and  fubjeCts  on  the  coaft  of  Bar¬ 
bary  and  Africa. 

XI.  It  ihall  be  permitted  and 
granted  to  each  and  every  fubjeCt 
and  inhabitant  of  the  contracting 
powers,  to  leave,  bequeath,  or 
difpofe  of,  in  cafe  of  licknefs,  or 
at  their  death,  all  effeCts,  goods, 
merchandifes,  ready  money.  See. 
being  their  property,  at  or  before 
their  deceafe,  in  any  town,  iiland. 
Sic.  belonging  to  the  refpeCtive 
contracting  powers,  in  favour  of 
fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  as  they 
may  think  proper.  Moreover, 
whether  the  faid  fubjeCts  fhould 
die  after  having  made  fuch  wills, 
or  inteftate,  their  lawful  heirs,  ex¬ 
ecutors,  or  administrators,  dwell¬ 
ing  in  any  part  of  the  poffeffions 
of  the  contracting  powers,  or 
aliens  coming  from  other  coun¬ 
tries,  fhall  be  at  liberty,  without 
hindrance  or  delay,  to  claim, 
and  take  poffeffion  of,  all  fuch 
goods  and  effeCis,  conformably  to 
the  refp-rCtive  laws  of  each  coun¬ 
try.  Nor  fhall  their  right  be  dif- 
puted,  under  pretence  of  any  pre¬ 
rogative,  peculiar  to  any  feparate 
province,  or  perfon  whatloever. 
Provided,  neverthelefs,  that  the 
claim  to  the  effeCts  of  a  perfon 
who  died  imeftate,  be  fupported 


PAPERS.  [359 

by  fuch  proofs  as  the  laws  of  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  contracting  powers 
have  provided  in  fuch  cafes  ;  all 
laws,  ltatutes,  edicts,  droits  d' Au- 
baine ,  See.  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
ftanding. 

XII.  The  effeCis  and  property 
of  the  fubjeCts  of  either  of  the 
contracting  powers,  dying  in  any 
town,  iiland.  See.  belonging  to 
the  other,  fhall  be  fequeiiered  for 
the  ufe  of  the  lawful  heirs  and 
fucceffors  of  the  deceafed.  The 
council,  or  public  minilter  of  the 
nation,  to  which  the  perfon  thus 
dying  belonged,  fhall  take  an  in¬ 
ventory  of  all  fuch  goods,  effeCts, 
papers,  writings,  and  books  of  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  deceafed.  The  faid 
inventory  to  be  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  three  merchants  of  known 
and  approved  integrity,  who  Ihall 
be  nominated  for  the  purpofe  of 
aCting  as  trullees  to  the  heirs,  exe¬ 
cutors,  Sec.  or  creditors  of  the 
deceafed :  nor  Ihall  any  court  of 
judicature  interfere,  unlefs  the  faid 
heirs.  Sec.  fhould  require  it  in  the 
due  courfe  of  law,\ 

XIII.  The  refpeCtive  fubjeCts  of 
the  contracting  parties,  fhall  be  at 
liberty  to  choofe  for  themfelves 
advocates,  attornies,  notaries,  fo- 
licitors,  and  agents ;  to  this  end, 
that  fuch  advocates,  Stc.  fhall,  by 
the  judges  of  the  courts  aforefaid, 
be  called  in,  if  the  faid  judges 
fhould,  by  the  parties,  be  required 
fo  to  do. 

XIV.  The  merchants,  com¬ 
manders,  or  owners  of  lhips,  Tailors 
of  every  denomination,  fhips  or 
veffels,  effeCts,  and  goods  in  ge¬ 
neral,  belonging  to  either  party 
or  any  of  its  fubjeCts  or  inhabi¬ 
tants,  fhall,  at  no  time,  for  any 
private  or  public  purpofe,  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  any  ediCt  whatfoever,  be 

[Z]  4  taken. 
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taken,  or  detained  in  the  coun¬ 
tries,  ports,  iflands,  &c.  belong¬ 
ing  to  either  of  the  contra&ing 
parties,  to  be  employed  in  the 
fervice,  to  forward  military  expe¬ 
ditions,  or  any  other  purpofe ; 
and  much  lefs  for  the  private  ufe 
of  any  one,  by  violence,  or  other 
means  made  ufe  of  to  moled  or 
infult  the  faid  fubjefts.  It  is  far¬ 
ther  Rri&ly  forbidden  to  the  faid 
fubjefts,  on  both  Tides,  not  to  take 
away,  violently,  the  property  of 
each  other;  but,  the  confent  of 
the  proprietor  once  obtained,  they 
fhall  be  at  liberty  to  purchafe, 
paying  ready  money  for  the  fame. 
This  article,  however,  is  not  to 
be  underflood  as  extending  to  fuch 
cafes,  where  the  feizure  fhall  be 
made,  or  the  embargo  laid  by  the 
authority  of  the  legiflative  power 
for  debts  incurred,  or  crimes  com¬ 
mitted,  which  fhall  be  tried  by  the 
due  courfe  of  law. 

XV.  It  is  farther  provided  and 
agreed,  that  all  merchants,  com¬ 
manders  of  fhips,  and  other  fub- 
je&s  belonging  to  their  High 
Mightineffes  the  States  of  the  Se¬ 
ven  United  Provinces,  fhall  re¬ 
gulate  their  private  affairs  by 
themfelves,  or  by  fuch  agents  as 
they  may  chufe,  in  ail  and  every 
place  within  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the 
United  States  of  America;  nor 
fhall  they  be  compelled  to  employ, 
or  pay  any  interpreter  or  broker, 
but  fuch  as  they* think  fit  to  ap¬ 
point.  Moreover,  in  the  lading, 
or  unlading  of  fhips,  the  makers 
fhall  not  be  obliged  to  employ 
perfons  appointed  for  that  pur¬ 
pofe,  by  public  authority;  but 
fhall  be  at  full  liberty  £0  dp  it 
themfelves,  or  call  in  the  abidance 
of  any  one  they  fhall  chufe,  with- 
©st  being  liable  to  pay  any  fee  or 
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retribution  to  any  body  elfe.  Nei¬ 
ther  fhall  they  he  compelled  to 
land  any  particular  merchandize, 
to  put  them  on  board  other  fhips, 
to  take  others  on  board  their 
own,  without  their  free  confent; 
or  to  remain  laden  longer  thqn 
they  fhall  think  proper.  The 
fubjefts  and  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  fhall 
fully  enjoy  the  fame  privileges  in 
all  the  dominions  of  the  States  of 
Holland. 

XVI.  In  cafe  any  difpute  or 
controverfy  fnould  arife  between 
the  mailer  of  a  fhip  and  his  crew, 
belonging  to  one  of  the  two  na¬ 
tions,  and  then  in  any  port  within 
the  dominions  of  the  other,  con¬ 
cerning  the  payment  of  wages, 
or  any  other  matter  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  civil  law,  the  ma- 
giflrate  of  fuch  port,  or  place, 
dial!  only  require  the  defendant 
to  deliver  to  the  plaintiff,  a  de¬ 
claration  under  his  hand,  and  wit-* 
nefled  by  the  faid  magiflrate ; 
by  which  the  faid  defendant  fhall 
bind  himfelf  to  appear,  and  an- 
fwer  the  complaint  laid  againll 
him,  before  a  competent  judge  in 
his  own  country.  This  being  done, 
the  faid  crew  fhall  not  be  permit- 
ted  to  leave  the  fhip,  or  prevent 
the  maker  from  following  hi§ 
courfe.  The  merchants  of  either 
nation  fhall  be  aothorifed  to  keep 
their  books  in  vyhat  language  and 
manner  they  may  think  beff,  with¬ 
out  the  leak  hindrance  or  moleft- 
ation.  But,  in  cafe  it  fnould  be 
neceffary,  iq  order  to  fettle  a 
point  of  law,  for  them  to  produce 
their  books,  they  fhall  bring  them 
court  for  examination  ;  in 
iuch  a  manner,  however,  that  nei¬ 
ther  the  judge,  nor  any  one  elfe, 
whatfoever,  fhall  be  permitted  to 
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perufe  any  article  in  the  faid 
books,  but  fach  as  may  be  abfo- 
1  u tel y  neceflary  to  afcertain  the 
authenticity  and  regularity  of  the 
faid  books.  Nor  fhall  any  one, 
under  any  pretence  whatever,  pre¬ 
fume  to  force  the  faid  books  and 
writings  from  the  owners,  or  de¬ 
tain  them :  cafes  of  bankruptcy 
alone  excepted. 

XVII.  The  fhips  of  either  na¬ 
tion,  bound  to  the  refpedtive  ports, 
fhall,  upon  a  juft  caufe  of  being 
fufpected,  either  in  regard  to  their 
deftination  or  their  cargoes,  be 
obliged  to  produce,  either  at  fea, 
in  the  roads,  or  ports,  not  only 
their  paffports,  but  alfo  certificates, 
witnefiing  that  the  goods  they  have 
on  board  are  not  prohibited  by  the 
refpedtive  laws, 

XVIII.  If,  upon  fuch  certifi¬ 
cates  being  produced,  the  ex¬ 
amining  party  fhould  difcoverthat 
fome  of  the  goods  mentioned  in 
the  bills  of  lading  are  prohibited 
by  this  treaty,  or  bound  to  fome 
port  belonging  to.  the  enemy;  in 
fuch  cafe  it  fhall  not  be  lawful  to 
break  into  any  part  of  the  fhip, 
or  force  any  trunk,  boxes,  bar¬ 
rels,  & c.  nor  even  to  difplace  any 
part  of  the  cargoes  (whether  fuch 
fhip  belongs  to  Holland  or  Ame¬ 
rica)  to  come  at  the  faid  goods, 
which  are  not  in  any  ways  to  be 
fearched  until  they  are  landed  in 
prefence  of  fome  officers  of  the 
Admiralty-court,  who  fhall  enter 
a  verbal  procefs  aboot  them.  Nor 
fhall  it  be  permitted  to  fell,  ex¬ 
change,  or  adulterate  the  faid 
goods  in  any  wife,  till  the  law 
fhall  have  taken  its  courfe,  and 
the  matter  be  determined  by  the 
Sentence  of  the  refpe&ive  Admi¬ 
ralty-courts,  pronouncing  them 
feizable ;  the  fhip  and  other  parts 
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of  the  cargo  not  prohibited  by  the 
treaty,  fhall  not  be  detained,  un¬ 
der  the  pretence  of  part  of  the  lad® 
ing  being  condemned,  and  mucla 
lefs  confiscated  as  lawful  prizes. 
But,  in  cafe  part  of  the  cargo 
fhould  confift  of  the  faid  prohi¬ 
bited  goods,  and  the  mailer  of  the 
fhip  fhall  confent  to  deliver  them 
up  immediately,  then  the  captor., 
having  taken  out  of  the  faid  fhip 
the  prohibited  goods,  fhall  permit 
the  mafter  to  continue  his  courfe 
to  the  place  of  his  deftination^ 
yet,  if  all  the  prohibited  goods 
could  not  be  taken  on  board  the 
captor,  the  latter  (hall,  notvvith- 
ftanding  the  mailer’s  free  tender 
of  the  faid  goods,  bring  the  for¬ 
mer  into  the  neareft  port,  where 
it  fhall  b,e  produced  in  manner 
afore  faid. 

XIX,  It  is  agreed  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  that  all  effe&s,  &c.  of  an y 
fubjeCt  of  either  ftate,  found  on 
any  fhip  taken  from  an  enemy, 
fuch  effects,  &c.^  though  they  be 
not  prohibited  by  any  article  of 
this  treaty,  fhall  he  confidered  as 
lawful  prize,  and  be  difpofed  of 
as  if  they  belonged  to  the  enemy: 
(except  only  in  cafe  the  war  fhould 
not  have  been  proclaimed,  or  not 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  faid  effects,  &c.) 
which,  in  fuch  cafes  only,  fhall 
not  be  liable  to  be  confifcated, 
but  be  immediately  returned  to 
the  owners  without  any  delay, 
upon  their  making  good  their 
claim;  provided,  neverthelefs,  that 
the  faid  goods  are  not  of  the 
kind  which  are  prohibited  ;  nor 
will  it  be  lawful  to  ihip  them  af¬ 
terwards,  for  any  of  the  enemy’s 
ports:  the  two  contracting  par¬ 
ties  agreeing,  moreover,  that  fix 
months,  from  the  date  of  a  decla¬ 
ration 
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ration  of  war,  will  be  confidered 
as  a  fufficient  notice  to  the  fub- 
jefts  of  either  State,  whatever 
quarter  of  the  world  they  may 
come  from, 

XX.  In  order  to  provide  farther 
for  the  fafety  of  the  fubjetts  on 
both  Tides,  that  neither  of  the 
parties  may  be  annoyed  by  the 
armed  (hips  or  privateers  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  other,  during  the  courfe 
of  a  war,  particular  injunctions 
fhall  be  laid  upon  the  commanders 
of  fhips  and  privateers,  &c.  Sec. 
to  the  r^fpeClive  fubjeCts  of  the 
contracting  powers,  not  to  vex  or 
offer  any  moledation  to  any  one 
of  them  ;  and.  in  cafe  of  failure 
herein,  the  offending  party  fhall 
be  punifhed,  and  compelled  to 
make  good  the  damage,  their  per- 
fons  and  fortunes  anfwering  for 
the  fame. 

XXI.  AH  fhips  and  effe&s  re¬ 
taken  from  privateers  or  pirates, 
fhall  be  carried  into  fome  of  the 
ports  belonging  to  either  State, 
and  returned  to  the  owners,  upon 
their  giving  fatisfaClory  proofs  of 
their  right  to  the  faid  recap** 
tures. 

XXII.  It  fhall  be  lawful  for  all 
commanders  of  fhips  of  war,  pri¬ 
vateers,  &c.  to  carry  off  freely  all 
fhips  and  effeCts  taken  from  the 
enemy,  without  being  fubjeft  to 
pay  any  duty  or  duties  to  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  or  other  courts;  nor  fhall 
fuch  prizes  be  liable  to  be  detain¬ 
ed  or  feized  upon  in  any  of  the 
ports  of  the  refpeCtive  States :  the 
iearching  officers  fhall  not  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  vifit  or  fearch  the  faid 
prizes :  the  captors  whereof  will 
be  at  liberty  to  put  back  to  lea, 
and  convoy  the  prizes  wherever 
they  are  direCled  to  be  carried  ;  as 
fpeci&ed  in  the  orders  given  to 


the  commanders  of  fuch  fhips, 
privateers.  See.  which  they  fhall 
be  obliged  to  produce.  But  all 
the  ports  of  both  States  fhall  be 
fhut  againft  all  prizes  made  on  the 
fubjeCts  of  either :  and  in  cafe 
fuch  prizes  and  captors  fliould  be 
driven  to  fome  of  the  faid  ports, 
by  flrefs  of  weather,  every  means 
fhall  be  employed  to  haflen  their 
departure. 

XXIII.  In  cafe  any  fhips,  boats. 
See.  fhould  be  wrecked  or  other- 
wife  damaged  on  the  coafts  of  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  contra&ing  States,  all 
aid  and  affi dance  fhall  be  given  to 
the  aiftreffed  crews,  to  whom  paf- 
fes  and  free  conduct  fhall  be  grant¬ 
ed  for  their  return  into  their  own 
country. 

XXIV.  If  a  fhip  or  fhips,  either 
of  war,  or  employed  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  trading,  by  one  of  the 
States,  fhould,  by  flrefs  of  wea¬ 
ther,  imminent  danger  from  pi¬ 
rates,  enemies.  See.  be  compelled 
to  take  fhelter  in  any  ports,  ri¬ 
vers,  bays.  See.  belonging  to  the 
other,  they  fhall  be  treated  with 
all  humanity,  friendfhip,  and 
mod  cordial  proteClion,  Leave 
Hr. all  be  granted  them  to  take  in 
provifions  and  refrefhments  at  a 
reafonable  rate,  and  to  purchafe 
whatever  they  may  dand  in  need 
of,  either  for  themfelves  or  for 
the  purpofe  of  repairing  the  da¬ 
mage  they  may  have  fuffered,  and 
alfo  for  the  continuation  of  their 
voyage.  No  cbdacle  whatever  fhall 
be  laid  in  their  way  to  dop  or  de¬ 
tain  them  in  any  of  the  faid  ports. 
Sec.  whence  they  fhall  be  at  liber- 
ty  to  fail,  whenever  they  may 
think  fit. 

XXV.  In  order  to  put  com¬ 
merce  in  the  mod  flourifhing  date, 
it  is  agreed*  that*  in  cafe  a  war 

fhould 
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fhould  at  any  time  break  out  be¬ 
tween  the  contracting  parties,  fix 
months  fhall  be  allowed  to  the 
respective  fubjeCts  for  them  to  re¬ 
tire  with  their  families  and  pro¬ 
perty,  to  whatever  placb  they  may 
judge  proper,  alfo  to  be  at  liber¬ 
ty,  during  the  above  fpace  of 
time,  to  fell  or  otherwife  difpofe 
of  their  goods  and  chattels,  with¬ 
out  the  leak  hindrance  or  molefta- 
tion.  But,  above  all,  it  is  pro¬ 
vided,  that  the  faid  fubjeCts  fhall 
not  be  detained,  by  arreitment  or 
feizure.  On  the  contrary,  during 
the  aforefaid  fix  months,  the  re- 
fpedive  States,  apd  their  fubjeCts, 
or  inhabitants,  ill  a  1 1  have  good 
and  fpeedy  juftice  done  to  them; 
fo  that,  during  the  faid  time, 
they  may  recover  their  goods  and 
effects,  whether  they  be  in  the 
public  funds,  or  in  private  hands. 
And  if  any  part  thereof  fhould  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  embezzled,  or  that  any 
infult  or  wrong  fnould  have  been 
offered  to  the  fubje&s,  &c.  of  either 
State,  the  offending  party  fhall 
give  the  immediate  and  convenient 
l'atisfaCtion  for  fuch  embezzlement, 
wrong,  or  infult. 

XXVI.  The  fubjeCts,  &c.  of 
either  State  fhall  abftain  from  re¬ 
quiring  or  accepting  any  com- 
millions  or  letters  of  marque  from 
any  power  then  at  war  with  either 
of  faid  States,  fo  as  to  command 
armed  fhips  againff  either,  and  to 
their  detriment ;  and  if  any  indi¬ 
vidual,  belonging  to  either,  fnould 
fail  herein,  he  fhall  be  dealt  with 
as  being  guilty  of  piracy. 

XXVII.  It  fhall  not  be  lawful 
for  any  privateer,  not  belonging 
to  either  of  the  contracting  par¬ 
ties,  which  might  be  furnifhed 
with  commifiions,  or  letters  of 
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marque  from  any  power,  in  ac¬ 
tual  enmity  with  either  of  them, 
to  fit  out  their  fhips  in  any  port 
belonging  to  the  faid  States, 
therein  fell  their  prizes,  or  make 
in  any  wife  an  exchange  of  their 
faid  fhips,  merchandize,  goods, 
or  effeCts,  being  the  whole  or  part 
of  the  cargo  contained  in  the 
aforefaid  captures.  Nor  fhall  the 
faid  commanders  be  permitted  to 
take  in  proviffons,  but  juff  as  much 
as  will  enable  them  to  reach  a  port, 
nearefl  to  the  dominion  of  their 
employers. 

XXVIII.  Subjeds  and  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  both  the  contracting  par¬ 
ties  Dial  I  be  at  liberty  to  navigate 
their  fhips  (without  any  diftinc- 
tion  of  owners,  to  whom  the  car¬ 
go  or  cargoes  may  belong)  from 
all  ports  whatever  belonging  to 
the  powers,  that  then  are,  or  af¬ 
terwards  may  be  in  amity  with 
either  of  the  aforementioned 
States;  as  alfo  to  trade  in  their 
way  to  or  from  fuch  places,  ports, 
and  towns  belonging  to  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  either  party,  whether  the 
faid  place  be  within  the  jurifdic- 
tion  of  one  or  more  powers.  It 
is  alfo  hereby  ffipulated,  that  the 
freedom  of  fhipping  will  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  cargoes  belonging 
to  the  refpeCtive  fubjeCts  or  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  faid  States,  though 
the  whole,  or  part  of  the  faid 
cargo  fhould  be  the  enemy’s  pro¬ 
perty.  This  privilege  is  alfo  to 
be  conftruded  as  extending  to  all 
perfons  whatever,  on  board  the 
faid  fhips  (the  military  in  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fervice  only  excepted)  as 
well  as  contraband  goods. 

XXIX.  This  article  contains  a 
large  enumeration  of  the  goods 
prohibited  to  be  carried  to  the 

enemy. 
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enemy,  which  comprehends  all 
manner  of  warlike  ftores.  It  gives 
alfo  an  account  of  fuch  goods  as 
may  be  lawfully  exported,  name¬ 
ly  doathing  and  other  manufac¬ 
tured  goods  of  wool,  cloth,  filks, 
&c.  &c.  the  matters  employed  in 
jaanufadluring  the  fame ;  gold 
and  filver  either  coined  or  in  bul¬ 
lion,  ail  forts  of  metals,  corn,  and 
feeds,  fpices,  tobacco,  meat,  fait 
or  fmoaked,  and  every  kina  of 
eatables ;  in  fi  ne,  flip  timber, 
fails,  canvas,  and  every  effed 
whatever  not  falhioned  in  the 
Jhape  of  any  tool  or  warlike  in- 
jfirument  ufually  employed  in  war, 
either  by  tea  or  land  :  all  the  afore- 
faid  goods  and  wares,,  fhall  at  no 
time  be  looked  upon  as  contra¬ 
band,  and  may  be.  carried  by  the 
fubjects  and  inhabitants  of  the 
confederate  States,  even  to  places 
belonging  to  the  enemy  then  at 
war  with  either  party,  excepting 
only  fuch  towns  and  places,  which 
might  happen  to  be  bdieged,  fur- 
j-ounded  or  blocked  up  at  the  time 
of  dipping  off,  for  their  yfe*  the 
laid  wares  and  goods. 

XXX,  In  order  to  prevent  all 
diffienfion  and  difficulty  which 
might  arife  between  the  fubje&s 
of  either  State,  in  cafe  one  of 
them  fhould  go  to  war  with  feme 
other  power  or  powers,  the  flip¬ 
ping,  &e.  belonging  to  the  other 
party,  fnall  be  provided  with  let¬ 
ters  or  paffes,  fpecifying  the  name, 
cargo,  and  burthen  of  the  flip, 
together  with  the  captain  or 
maker’s  name,  and  the  place  of 
his  refidence  ;  that  thus  it  may  ap¬ 
pear  that  the  flip,  &c.  belongs 
truly  to  the  faid  fubjeds  and  in¬ 
habitants.  The  faid  pafs  to  be 
worded  as  (hall  be  mentioned  at 
the  end  of  this  prefent  treaty. 


Thefe  letters,  or  paffes,  fhall  ba 
renewed  every  year,  if  the  bearers 
fhould  return  to  the  fame  port 
within  that  time.  It  is  farther 
agreed,  that  befdes  the  aforefaid 
paffes  certificates  (hall  be  given, 
mentioning  every  part  of  the  car¬ 
goes,  the  refpedive  places  from 
and  to  which  fuch  flips  may  be 
bound.  The  faid  certificates  to 
be  drawn  up  in  the  ufual  form, 
before  the  officers  of  the  place 
from  whence  the  faid  flips  are  to 
fall ;  and  the  faid  officers  fhail  be 
at  liberty  to  mention,  by  name, 
if  they  think  it  expedient,  the 
owners  of  the  cargo  or  cargoes. 

XXXI.  The  commanders  or 
owners  of  fhips  belonging  to  the 
contracting  parties,  entering  into 
any  of  the  roads  of  either  of  the 
faid  States,  who  may  not  think 
proper  to  enter  into  port  ;  or, 
when  entered,  will  not  chufe  to 
unload  either  the  whole  or  part  of 
their  carga,  {ball  not  be  compelled 
10  declare  in  what  it  confifis,  un- 
lefs  a  well  grounded  fufpicion 
fiould  arife,  on  fome  evident  cir¬ 
cuit!  fiances,  of  their  being  laden 
for  the  enemy,  or  carrying  from 
one  of  the  confederate  States,  to 
the  other,  any  prohibited  goods  j 
in  which  cafe,  fuch  commanders, 
owners,  ox  inhabitants,  {hall  he 
obliged  to  fiicw  their  pafi ports  and 
certificates,  drawn  up  in  the  man¬ 
ner  hereafter  mentioned.' 

XXXII.  When  the  flips,  be¬ 
longing  to  either  State,  failing 
coaftways,  or  otherwise,  lhall  be 
met  bv  the  flips  ol  vyar,  priva¬ 
teers,  &c.  of  the  other  party,  in 
order  to  prevent  mifehief,  the  lat- 
ter  fiall  keep  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  guns,  though  it  will  be  law¬ 
ful  for  them  to  lend  their  boats,  to 
hoard  the  aboyefaid  merchantmen, 
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xi^t  fuffering  above  two  or  three 
men  at  a  time  to  get  on  board  to 
them.  The  matter,  or  commander 
of  the  faid  (hips,  fhall  prefcnt  his 
paffports,  conformably  to  the  te¬ 
nor  hereafter  recited.  After  which, 
the  faid  fhip,  or  merchantman, 
fhall  be  at  full  liberty  to  continue 
its  voyage,  without  being  fearch- 
ed,  chaced,  or  obliged  to  alter 
its  courfe,  or  otherwife  molefted, 
under  any  pretence  vvhatfoever. 

XXXIII.  It  is  farther  agreed, 
that  all  goods  and  effects  what¬ 
ever,  being  once  put  on  board  of 
a  fhip,  or  fhips,  belonging  to 
either  of  the  contracting  parties, 
fhall  not  be  liable  to  a  fecond 
vifit,  or  fearch,  after  having  un¬ 
dergone  that  which  mutt  precede 
the  lading  of  fuch  fhips  ;  as  all 
prohibited  goods  mutt  be  flopped 
on  the  very  fpot,  before  they  are 
fettered  to  be  carried  on  board  the 
fhips  belonging  to  either  party ; 
the  fame  not  being  liable  to  any 
other  kind  of  embargo  for  the 
aforefaid  caufe.  And  the  fubje&s 
of  either  ftate,  where  fuch  effects 
fhall,  or  fhould  have  been  feized 
upon,  fhall  be  punifhed  for  im¬ 
porting  the  fame,  according  to  the 
manner  provided  by  the  laws, 
cuttoms,  and  ordinances  of  his 
own  native  country. 

XXXIV.  The  contracting  par¬ 
ties  mutually  agree,  that  they 
fhall  be  at  liberty  to  have  their 
refpeftive  confuls,  vice  -  confuls, 
commiffaries,  and  other  agents, 
appointed  by,  and  for  each  party. 
7' heir  functions  and  officers  fhall 
be  regulated  by  a  particular  con¬ 
vention,  whenever  either  of  the 
contracting  powers  fhall  think  pro¬ 
per  to  appoint  fuch  officers. 

Here  follows  the  form  of  the 
paffpcrt  and  certihsate,  the  in- 
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tentipn  and  purport  of  which, 
are  fufficiently  explained  in  the 
XXXth  article  of  this  treaty. 

No.  II.  Cbpy  of  a  Letter  to  his  1 Ex* 
cellency  B.  Franklin,  Efp,  at 
Paris. 

$i?., 

AS  your  Excellency  and  the 
Right  Honourable  Congrefs 
will  certainly  be  already  com¬ 
pletely  informed  of  my  interview, 
at  Aix  -  la  -  Chapelle^  with  Mr. 
William  Lee,  about  a  twelve- 
month  ago,  in  the  prefence  of 
Mr.  William  Stokton;  and  as  he 
is  fhortly  to  arrive  himfelf,  I  have 
made  no  difficulty,  and  it  gives  me 
even  much  fatisfa&ion,  to  expofe 
unto  him  fome  trifling  alterations, 
of  no  great  confequence,  which, 
'are  thought  neceffary  to  be  made- 
in  the  plan  of  the  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce,  which  is  now  to  be  looked 
over  afretti. 

The  differences  confift  only  in 
fuppreffing,  in  the  fixth  article, 
all  that  is  mentioned  there  con¬ 
cerning  religion  ;  and,  in  fad,  it 
is  abfolutely  not  proper?  that  any 
mention  thereof  fhould  be  made 
between  tnvo  republics ,  the  contti- 
tutions  and  fundamental  laws  of 
which  plead  aloud  for  a  perfect: 
liberty  of  confcience. 

The  tenth  article,  concerning 
the  Barbarian  powers,  is  binding 
on  both  Tides,  in  cafe  the  fame 
fhould  take  place  any  time  here- 
,  after. 

The  other  fuppreffions  which 
are  thought  neceffary  in  the  ar¬ 
ticles  VIII,  XXII,  and  XXVII, 
are  for  the  greatett  part  eftabli fired 
to  prevent  objections.  For  this 
reafon,  the  latter  part  of  the  eighth 
article  has  been  fuppreffed,  where 
it  is  faid,  and  their  fhips  of  <war, 
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or  convoys,  failing  under  autho¬ 
rity  ,  £SV. 

It  has  likewife  been  thought 
proper  to  fupprefs  the  latter  part 
of  the  XXIId  article,  which  begins 
with  thefe  words,  on  the  contrary , 
no  afylunt  or  refuge  fhall  he  grant¬ 
ed,  &c. 

The  XXVIIth  article  at  pre- 
fent  Hands  thus  :  It  jhall  net  he 
lawful  for  any  privateer,  holding 
any  commijfons  or  letters  of  marque, 
from  any  prince  or  power,  in  war 
*voith  any  of  the  high  contracting 
parties ,  to  ft  out  their  flips  in  the 
ports  belonging  to  either  of  the  con- 
trailing  parties,  nor  therein,  to  fell 
their  prizes,  nor  to  exchange  in  any 
ether  manner  whatever,  the  flips, 
goods ,  and  merchandizes,  being  ei¬ 
ther  the  whole,  or  part  of  the  cargo, 
contained  in  the  faid  captures . 

Thefe  are  the  meafures  that  have 
been  taken  to  eftablilh  the  bafis  of 
this  treaty  ;  and  from  a  particular 
regard  for  the  right  honourable 
congrefs,  having  by  us  a  copy  of 
the  treaty,  fuch  as  it  was  drawn  up 
at  firft,  and  fuch  as  it  ftands  at 
prefent,  we  thought  it  our  duty 
to  inform  your  Excellency  of  the 
ftate  in  which  this  important  affair 
is  at  prefent,  and  which  we  fhall 
always  be  ready  to  forward  with 
the  fame  zeal  with  which  it  has 
been  begun. 

Mr.  Stokton  will  likewife  in¬ 
form  your  Excellency  of  fome 
other  affairs,  which  ftand  in  need 
of  fome  explanations. 

Wifhing  that  the  union  of  the 
Iwenty  States  may  foon  be  eftab- 
1  illied  upon  a  permanent  footing, 
we  remain,  with  the  moft  perfed: 
confederation  and  efteem. 

Your  Excellency’s 
moft  bumble  and 

moft  obedient  fervants, 
John  de  Neufville  and  Son. 
Amferdam ,  July  28,  J779, 


P.  S.  Mr.  Stokton  will  be  fo 
kind,  and  he  is  very  well  informed^ 
to  give  your  Excellency  and  the 
right  honourable  Congrefs  all  the 
information  neceffary  with  regard 
to  the  plan  propofed  by  Colonel 
Dircks . 

No.  III.  A  Letter  frotit  Mr.  J.  Wi 
Stokton,  to  the  Rev .  Dr.  Wi- 
therfpoon.  Member  of  Congrefs , 
dated  Amfterdam,  April  14, 
1779. 

S  I  R, 

NDER  the  perfuafion  that 
you  would  not  be  difpleafed 
with  me,  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
of  writing  feveral  letters  to  you, 
fince  the  month  of  May  lair,  hav¬ 
ing,  lince  that  time,  at  the  requi- 
fition  of  W.  Lee,  Efq.  executed 
the  functions  of  fecretary  to  the 
American  commiftion,  at  the  courts 
of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  and  I  am 
at  prefent  on  the  point  of  return¬ 
ing  to  America  with  the  hr  ft  con¬ 
voy.  I  fend  this  letter  to  Mr. 
Adams,  who  is  fet  out,  a  few 
weeks  ago,  from  Paris  for  Nantz, 
where  he  propofes  to  embark  cri 
board  the  frigate  PAlliance,  which, 
it  is  thought,  will  be  ready  in  a 
few  days  to  fail  for  Bofton. 

I  ftiould  certainly  have  taken  my 
paffage  on  board  the  faid  frigate 
with  him,  if  it  had  been  pcffible 
to  convey  my  effects,  which  are 
ftill  here  on  fhore,  foon  enough  to 
Nantz.  I  rnuft,  therefore,  now 
wait  for  another  favourable  op¬ 
portunity,  and  I  beg  the  favour 
of  you  to  acquaint  my  brother 
thereof,  having  lately  written  to 
him,  to  that  effect,  by  the  pre¬ 
ceding  opportunity  of  a  veffel.  I 
have  endeavoured,  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  to  acquire  a  thorough  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  true  and  exaft  ftate  of 

political 


STATE 

political  affairs  here,  confidering 
the  intereft  America  has  therein  ; 
and  I  flatter  myfelf  to  have  the 
bed  informations  in  that  refpeX. 

As  a  member  of  the  congrefs, 
you  will  certainly  have  feen,  before 
now,  the  plan  of  a  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce,  as  deftined  to  be 
concluded  hereafter  between  the 
States  of  Holland  and  the  United 
States  of  North  America,  feveral 
copies  thereof  having  been  fent  to 
America  fome  time  ago.  That 
plan  was  figned  on  the  4th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  laft,  on  the  part  of  the 
city  of  Amfterdam,  by  John  de 
Neufville,  Efq;  properly  deputed 
for  that  purpofe  by  the  penfionary 
and  burgomaflers  of  the  faid  city, 
and  by  W.  Lee,  Efq;  commiflioner 
from  the  Congrefs,  to  whom  the 
propofitions  for  the  faid  treaty 
were  made  through  the  channel 
of  the  faid  Mr.  de  Neufville:  but 
as  the  charaXer  of  that  gentleman 
will  probably  be  unknown  to  you, 
I  think  it  proper  to  mention  here, 
that  he  is  one  of  the  principal  mer¬ 
chants  of  Amfterdam.  Hehasma- 
nifefted  much  zeal  for  the  true  in¬ 
tereft  of  his  country,  of  which  he 
feems  to  have  the  mod  juft  ideas ; 
and  he  has  often  declared  to  me, 
that  it  is  much  nearer  related  to 
the  commercial  interefts  of  Ame¬ 
rica  and  France,  than  to  that  of 
Great-Britain.  The  conduct  of 
this  merchant,  arifing  from  that 
principle,  and  befides  that,  from 
a  principle  ftill  more  prevalent, 
namely,  that  of  promoting  the 
fuccefs  of  the  efforts  for  the  li¬ 
berty  of  each  country,  will,  I 
hope,  always  be  uniform,  and 
will  prove  favourable  to  the  caufe 
of  America.  Confequently,  I 
make  no  doubt,  that  the  com¬ 
mercial  people  of  America  will 
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give  him  the  preference  in  their 
future  connexions,  as  a  Dutch 
merchant  and  their  friend.  This 
merchant  has  likewife  engaged 
himfelf,  by  his  fignature  to  the 
faid  plan,  being  properly  autho- 
rifed  to  that  effeX  by  the  regency 
of  Amfterdam,  that  as  long  as 
America  fhall  not  aX  contrary  to 
the  intereft  of  the  States  of  Hol¬ 
land,  the  city  of  Amfterdam  will 
never  adopt  any  meafure  that  may 
tend  to  oppofe  the  intereft  of  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  but  will,  on  the  contrary, 
ufe  all  its  influence  upon  the  States 
of  the  Seven  United  Provinces  of 
Holland,  to  effeX  the  defired  con¬ 
nexion.  I  need  not  mention  to 
you  the  great  importance  of  the 
city  of  Amfterdam,  in  the  poli¬ 
tical  afFairs  of  the  States-General : 
you  are  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  hiftory  and  ftate  of  all  coun¬ 
tries,  to  make  this  neceftary.  But 
the  lefs  informed  politicians  will 
be  aftonifhed  to  learn,  that  Am¬ 
fterdam  pays  two  -  thirds  of  the 
quota  part  of  Holland,  and  that 
the  Province  of  Holland  alone 
bears  two-thirds  of  the  charges  of 
all  the  Seven  United  Provinces* 
The  regency  of  this  city  has  hi¬ 
therto  remained  faithful  and  con- 
ftant  in  their  engagements,  and 
will,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  always 
continue  the  fame,  and  perftft 
therein  invariably. 

The  patriotic  party  in  Holland 
has  had  much  trouble  to  thwart 
the  defigns  of  the  prince  of 
Orange,  or,  to  fay  the  fame  thing 
in  another  manner,  of  the  Englifli 
party. 

The  court  of  Great  Britain  has 
a  great  influence  upon  the  delibe¬ 
rations  of  this  country,  through 
the  channel  of  the  prince  of 
Orange,  who  is  a  relation  to  the 
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king  of  Great-Britain,  and  who  is 
fuppofed  to  have  the  fame  views 
as  the  former,  with  regard  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people,, 

He  has  fome  of  the  lefs  consi¬ 
derable  provinces  fo  much  in  his 
mtereft,  that  this,  above  all,  dares 
not,  as  yet,  refufe  his  demands  ; 
and  consequently  the  deputies  of 
thefe  provinces  have  referved  their 
confent,  and  divers  refolutions^ 
which  the  province  of  Holland 
would  otherwife  have  taken  long 
ago,  to  the  advantage  of  America  : 
but,  unfortunately  for  us,  in  this 
moment^  the  unanimity  of  the 
States  is  neceffary  in  mod  of  their 
iefolutions. 

The  fpirited  conduct  which 
trance  has  lately  adopted,  in  de¬ 
claring  that  fire  would  feize  all 
Dutch  (hips  trading  with  Great- 
Eritain,  excepting  thofe  of  A m - 
iterdam  and  Haerlem,  foon  brought 
Back  the  cities  of  Rotterdam ,  Dort, 
and  others.  Thefe,  fearing  to  fend 
their  vefiels  to  fea,  and  perceiving 
that  the  people  began  to  murmur, 
were  obliged  to  accede  to  the  refo- 
iution,  by  which  the  deputies  of 
all  the  other  cities  of  the  province 
of  Holland  had  confented  to  grant 
convoys  to  their  veffels,  without 
even  excepting  thofe  articles  of 
commerce,  for  which  England 
had  continually  feized  the  Dutch 
ihips,  ever  firiee  the  beginning  of 
the  war  with  France. 

Such  is  the  actual  date  of  affairs 
here  ;  and  every  politician  is  at 
prefent  impatient  to  know  what 
Spain  intends  to  do,  which  has 
fome  time  fince  made  very  conn- 
derable  preparations  for  war. 

The  pod  for  France  is  upon 
its  departure  ;  I  mud,  therefore, 
conclude  this  letter.  I  find  in 
the  Englifh  newfpapers,  that  your 


fermon  on  the  day  of  a  general 
fad,  has  undergone  a  fifth  edition 
in  London.  1  beg  the  favour  of 
you  to  affure  your  family  of  my  re- 
fpefts,  and  to  acquaint  my  friends 
that  I  am  very  well,  and  that  I 
intend  to  return  foon  to  America. 
— — I  remain,  with  much  refpedi 
and  edeem.  Sir, 

Your  mod  faithful  friend, 
and  humble  fervant, 
(Signed)  j.  W.  Stokton, 

To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Witherfpoon ,  D,  Do 

No.  IV.  A  Letter  from  Colonel 
Dircks,  to  the  Hon .  Henry  Lau* 
fens,  Ef<p. 

l  - 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  13,  17790 

Sir,  u  ’  \ 

/"’T"'  H  E  remembrance  of  your 
j[  Excellency’s  kind  reception, 
and  the  friendship  which  I  expe¬ 
rienced  from  you,  at  the  time  of 
iny  departure  for  Holland,  about 
a  twelvemonth  ago,  engages  me> 
in  hearing  that  your  Excellency 
is  upon  departing  for  my  country, 
to  form  the  bed  wifhes  for  your 
fucqefsi  I  am  forry,  that  I  am 
come  too  late  to  town,  which  de¬ 
prives  me  of  the  happinefs  of  hav¬ 
ing  an  interview  with  your  Ex¬ 
cellency,  refpedling  the  affairs  of 
Holland. 

I  have  been  in  Holland  only 
with  a  view  of  uniting  the  two 
countries  for  their  reciprocal  hap¬ 
pinefs  ;  and  I  have  fucceeded  as 
well  as  the  different  circ  abidances 
would  permit. 

I  beg  the  favour  that  you  will 
be  pleafed  to  take  charge  of  the 
herein  inclofed  letters  for  my  wor¬ 
thy  friends  and  countrymen,  the 
Barons  Van  der  Capellen,  from 
whom,  and  their  friends,  I  fatter 
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jnyfelf  that  your  Excellency  will 
foon  learn,  that  by  my  condudt 
I  have  gained  feveral  hearts,  which 
are  now  nobly  and  zealoufly  in¬ 
clined  for  the  affairs  and  the  caufe 
of  the  Americans.  I  wifh  that 
this  beginning  may  in  the  courfe 
of  time  produce  many  happy 
events,  for  the  mutual  advantage 
of  both  countries. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  joining 
here  a  lift  of  the  names  of  thofe, 
who  are  altogether  the  worthy 
friends  of  America.  I  pray  God 
to  conduifl  your  Excellency,  and 
to  grant  you  the  mod  perfedt  fuc- 
cefs.  This  is  the  fincere  wifh  of 
my  heart. 

I  remain  with  the  greated  con¬ 
sideration  and  edeem,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency’s 
mod  obedient  and 
mod  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  J.  G.  Dircks. 

Lid  of  Names. 

Henrv  Hooft  Danielfz,  ancient 
burgomader  of  Amderdam. 

Daniel  Hooft  Danielfz,  fecre- 
tary  to  the  regency  of  Amder¬ 
dam. 

Van  Eerkel,  counfellor  and 
penfionary  of  the  city  of  Amder¬ 
dam. 

John  de  Neufville  and  fons, 
one  of  the  principal  commercial 
houfes  of  Amderdam. 

N.  B>  The  lad  can  inform  your 
Excellency  of  all  the  commercial 
houfes  which  are  our  friends. 

The  burgomader  Hooft  Da¬ 
nielfz  can  inform  your  Excellency 
which  are  the  gentlemen  of  the 
regency  in  the  intered  of  Ame¬ 
rica. 

And  the  Barons  Van  der  Ca- 
pellen  can  inform  you  of  thofe 

VQL,  XXIII. 


PAPERS.  [369 

who  are  our  friends  in  all  the 
Seven  Provinces. 

To  his  Excellency  Henry  Laurens ,  Efq„ 

No.  V.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mra 
A.  Gillon  to  John  Rutledge* 
Efq.  Governor  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  South  Carolina ,  dated 
Amderdam,  the  if  of  March* 
1780. 

Sir, 

* 

HAD  the  pleafure  of  writing 
to  you  the  3 1  ft  of  December 
lad,  and  I  fend  you  at  prefent  co¬ 
pies  of  what  I  wrote.  Mr.  Izard 
meeting  with  many  difficulties* 
which  prevented  his  departure* 
and  the  ice  hindering  all  veffels 
from  failing  from  hence,  I  had 
no  opportunity  of  giving  you  any 
advice  of  my  lated  negociations 
here.  This  letter  will  be  delivered 
to  your  Excellency  by  Mr.  George 
Nixon:  he  will  communicate  to 
you  a  copy  thereof  by  the  fir  It 
opportunity,  as  foon  as  he  arrives 
at  St.  Eudatia. 

I  fhall  likewife  fend  you  a  copy 
of  the  correfpondence  between  Mr* 
Chamont  and  a  gentleman  whom 
I  engaged  here  to  write  to  him  on 
the  fubje£t  of  the  two  fhips  builc 
here ;  by  which  you  will  fee,  that 
it  was  never  ferioufly  intended  to 
fell  the  faid  fhips  to  me. 

Mr.  Franklin  has  never  re¬ 
turned  me  an  anfwer.  I  thought 
that  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Adams  at 
Paris  was  a  good  opportunity  to 
revive  this  affair.  I  confequently 
wrote  to  him,  as  well  as  to  Mre 
Izard,  and  Mr.  A.  Lee,  that  they 
fhould  addrefs  themfelves  to  Mon- 
fieur  de  Sartine,  and  to  the  Count 
de  Vergennes,  mimders  at  Ver- 
failles,  to  endeavour  to  obtain  tue 
\A  a]  faid 
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faid  veffels,  by  offering  to  pay  the 
prime  call, or  to  take  them  by  ap- 
praifement  of  four  impartiai  per- 
fons,  to  be  chofen  here  by  the  two 
parties  ;  efpecially  as  I  had  al¬ 
ready  removed  here  all  difficulties, 
having  fuccours  promifed  to  me 
from  high  authority,  and  as  I 
could  fit  them  out  either  as  Dutch 
property  for  Euftatda,  or  as  Ame¬ 
rican  property  for  any  other  port. 
But  the  anfwers  I  received  lafl 
night  from  thofe  gentlemen,  obli¬ 
ged  me  to  give  up  the  flattering 
hopes  of  fending  you  two  of  the 
fmefi:  veffels  in  the  world,  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty-fix  feet  keel, 
fit  to  carry  twenty-eight  thirty - 
fix  pounders  upon  ode  deck.  And 
though  they  drew  too  much  water- 
far  our  bar,  they  would  certainly 
not  have  tarded  to  take  feme  vei¬ 
fels  which  would  have  anfwered 
our  purpofe.  Not  that  I  fear  that 
thefe  gentlemen  will  not  do  all  in 
their  power  to  affift  me  in  this 
affair,  and  fome  others ;  but  they 
forefee  that  this  requeii,  in  cafe 
it  fliould  be  granted,  might 'per¬ 
haps  involve  me  in  other  diffi¬ 
culties. 

There  are  feveral  veffels  in  the 
ports  of  France  which  would  fully 
anfwer  our  purpofes  ;  but  the 
difficulties  which  I  have  already 
experienced,  fully  convince  me 
thap  I  ihall  not  obtain  any  fuc¬ 
cours.  It  is  for  this  reafon  that 
I  have  refolved  this  morning  to 
employ  all  your  money  in  pur¬ 
chasing  bar-iron,  nails,  cordage, 
fail-cloth,  cables,  ahehors,  fhips- 
iiores,  and  other  things  neceflary 
to  pilots,  carpenters,  gunners,  and 
coopers :  chirurgical  inflruments 
and  medicines,  iron  hoops,  and  all 
that  I  thought  neceflary  for  three 
frigates,  excepting  guns,  powder. 


ana  military  implements,  which  X 
am  as  yet  uncertain  whether  they 
may  be  embarked.  I  intend  to 
buy  the  moll  eflential  articles 
double  what  is  neceflary  for  thefe 
veffels;  and  likewife  double  the 
quantity  of  the  fmall  articles  ;  and 
in  cafe  I  fhould  have  any  money 
remaining,  I  intend  to  employ  it 
in  purchaflng  woollen  cloth,  linen, 
Ihoes,  {lockings,  and  hats,  for  our 
troops,  and  to  fend  all  thefe 
effects,  as  foon  as  poffible,  by  dif¬ 
ferent  veffels,  to  St.  EuAatia, 
from  whence  you  may  draw  them, 
by  your  orders,  whenever  you  (hall 
think  it  convenient.  It  will,  per¬ 
haps,  be  neceflary  to  infure  here 
the  articles  which  appear  to  be 
deiiined  for  large  Ihips,  in  cafe 
they  fliould  happen  to  be  taken  by 
the  Englifh,  as  well  as  the  cables 
and  anchors. 

Meffirs.  Nicholas  l  and  Jacob 
Van  Staphorff,  merchants  here, 
will  do  the  bufinefs,  and  they  have 
promifed  me  a  credit  of  thirty 
thoufand  florins  (very  likely  I 
iliall  be  able  to  get  more  from 
them  on  my  own  credit)  until 
you  come  yourfelf,  as  I  now  de¬ 
fire  you  to  do,  which  fum,  with 
Mr,  Screipreifer’s  loan  and  your 
own  money,  will  make  up  a  hand- 
fome  fum,  to  accomplifh  the  faid 
views,  and  fare  the  State  fome 
lofs  on  the  plan  propofed  by  your 
Excellency  to  procure  it  a  good 
marine.  Pardon  me,  if  I  fpeak 
my  fentiments  at  prefen t  on  what 
may  be  donet 

If  the  State  perflfls  in  the  re  - 
folution  of  having  a  good  marine, 
the  three  frigates  ought  to  be 
built  at  Philadelphia,  Bofion,  and 
Portfmouth,  in  New  Hamplhire. 
The  oppolition  I  have  met  with 
in  France  proves  cUarly  to  me,  that 
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they  never  had  an  intention  that 
America  Jhoidd  have  a  marine  ; 
otherwife  they  would  certainly 
have  fold  the  ten  (hi  os  which  were 
here  lying  empty,  ilnce  that  would 
not  have  diminished  their  Strength, 
which  they  made  a  plea  of  laft 
fpring,  when  I  propofed  to  them 
a  plan,  by  which  Georgia  vcould 
have  been  delivered  by  la  it  May  ; 
but  even  then,  they  refufed  to  let 
us  have  one  Jhip. 

Captain  Yoyner  has  done  every 
thing  in  his  power  with  refpedl  to 
your  affairs,  and  he  will  return  to 
St.  Euftatia  by  the  firft  good  op¬ 
portunity,  as  will  all  the  other 
officers.  I  will  follow  him  imme¬ 
diately  :  may  I,  on  that  account, 
defire  your  Excellency  to  fend 
Captain  Yoyner’s  orders,  that  he 
may  find  them  at  St.  Euftatia,  un¬ 
der  cover  to  Mr.  Anfon,  and  the 
governor  of  that  place,  or  to  whom 
you  pleafe.  I  ftiall  have  great 
pleafure  to  find  myfeif  equally 
honoured  with  your  orders,  and 
to  know  how  the  goods  ought  to 
be  fhipped  there.  I  think,  with 
your  permifiion,  that  if  two  or 
three  continental  frigates  were 
fent  here  to  take  them,  that  would 
be  a  more  certain  method  ;  but  I 
cannot  know  it  till  after  I  am  ar¬ 
rived  there,  and  I  fhall  place  them 
in  the  warehoufes  of  good  mer¬ 
chants. 

I  have  not  been  honoured  with 
a  fingle  line  from  our  government 
fmee  the  31ft  of  January,  1779,  fo 
that  I  am  at  prelent  obliged  to  abt 
without  orders,  not  doubting  that 
you  and  my  country  will  readily 
give  me  credit  for  adling  to  the 
belt  of  my  judgment  for  your  in- 
terefts,  and  that  you  and  they  will 
approve  of  my  conduct,  fmee  that 
approbation  is  the  only  recorn- 
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pence  to  which  I  have  looked  in  all 
that  I  have  been  able  to  effedt  by 
my  feeble  endeavours.  Pleafe 
God  !  I  fhould  have  been  able  to 
have  done  more,  if  the  courage  of 
your  pretended  friends  had  not 
been  greater  than  that  of  your 
real  ones.  I  am  very  certain  I 
Ihould  have  been  with  you  a  long 
time  before  this  with  an  ample 
fuccour ;  but  I  have  the  con fil¬ 
iation  to  refledl,  that  I  have  done 
as  much  as  any  perfon  fent  from 
America  has  been  able  to  effedt  in 
Europe,  to  obtain  credit  for  a 
ftate  (South  Carolina)  which  was 
confidered,  at  the  time  I  negociated 
the  loan,  as  entirely  in  the  poffef- 
fion  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  had  many  interviews  with 
the  lenders  ;  and  the  brokers  in 
thofe  affairs  would  have  procured 
me,  in  Jix  vseeks,  a  million  of 
Jlorins ,  at  five  per  cent .  inter ejl , 
for  ten  or  fifteen  years ,  it  the  pow¬ 
ers  with  which  ]  was  invefted  had 
been  authorized  by  our  govern¬ 
ment,  and  to  their  fatisradtion. 
However,  I  have  made  them  pro- 
mifie,  that  if  the  guarantee  of  Gon- 
grefis ,  for  which  I  now  write  to 
your  Excellency,  fhall  arrive  whilft 
1  remain  here,  they  vs  ill  advance 
the  f aid  million  on  that  fecurity , 
until  the  full  powers  and  guarants, 
fuch  as  I  inclofe,  which  are  of  their 
own  compofition,  and  tranflated 
by  their  notary,  ftiall  come  over. 
I  now  fend  you  the  Dutch  original 
and  the  tranftation,  for  your  ap¬ 
probation,  and  the  Dutch  ori¬ 
ginal  and  an  Englifh  tranftation  of 
the  guarantee  cf  Congrefs.  If  I 
were  at  this  moment  in  poffeflibri 
of  fuch  papers,  I  could  get  four 
millions  of  for  ins ,  which  makes 
about  three  millions  of  Carolina 
currency,  at  fve  per  cent,  payable 
\A  a]  2  in 
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in  fifteen  years,  viz*  nothing  for 
the  firft  ten  years ,  but  one  million 
every  year  afterwards,  until  the 
whole  was  paid.  The  intereft 
payable  every  year.  The  broker’s 
commiffion,  or  premium,  as  they 
call  it  here,  is  from  one  to  two 
per  cent,  on  the  capital  at  the 
time  of  your  receiving  it ;  one 
per  cent,  the  merchant’s  com- 
miflion  for  negociating  the  ba¬ 
il  nefs,  and  one  half  per  cent,  on 
the  annual  intereft,  and  one  per 
cent,  commiffion  on  the  reim- 
burfement  of  the  capital ;  which 
together,  would  carry  the  interell 
to  about  five  and  a  quarter  per 
cent,  a  year. 

The  objections  which  they  make 
againft  my  prefen t  full  power  is, 
that  it  is  therein  fpecified  for 
three  frigates,  and  that  there  is  a 
complication  in  faying,  that  I 
may  negociate  any  indeterminate 
fum,  inftead  of  naming  the  fixed 
fum.  This  want  of  fpecific  pre- 
cifion  affe&s  them  to  that  degree, 
that  I  cannot  give  them  any  fa- 
tisfadion. 

Your  Excellency  is  at  prefent 
informed  upon  what  condition 
the  fum  in  queftion  may  be  pro¬ 
cured,  in  cafe  the  State  jfhould  be 
in  want  thereof.  If  the  laft  ffiould 
be  the  cafe,  and  if  the  conditions 
are  approved  of,  it  would  be  bell 
to  fend  a  fit  perfon  here  with  fuch 
full  powers  and  guarantee,  in 
fending  two  or  three  copies  after 
him  ;  or  elfe  to  fend  the  faid  do¬ 
cuments  to  MefTrs.  Nicholas  and 
Jacob  Van  Staphorft,  merchants 
here,  or  to  fome  other  good  folid 
Dutch  houfe  here,  with  your  orders 
how  the  faid  money  is  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  here.  But  as  the  faid 
Meffrs.  Van  Staphorft  have  laid 
the  foundation  of  this  affair,  I 
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leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  your 
Excellency,  whether  it  would  not 
be  beft  to  intruft  them  with  the 
execution  thereof.  I  have  had 
dealings  with  them  for  above  ten 
years,  and  am  informed  that  they 
are  generally  looked  upon  us  a 
very  folid  Dutch  houfe,  of  a  good 
capital,  and  known  integrity. 

I  have  an  opportunity  of  know- 
ing  what  is  doing  here,  and  I  have 
received  from  perfons  of  refpe&a- 
ble  authority  the  intelligence  fpe- 
ciiied  in  the  paper  annexed.  The 
Dutch  have  defigned  thefe  nine 
months  to  have  a  perfon,  here  au- 
thorifed  by  Congre/s  ;  not  that  they 
would  receive  him  as  a  public  mi- 
nijier ;  but  they  are  very  anxious 
to  have  the  moft  accurate  inform¬ 
ation  ;  and  fuch  a  perfon  might 
have  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
treaty  with  us,  until  affairs  fhall 
be  come  to  greater  maturity  :  he 
might  alfo  have  been  able  to  get 
money  here.  The  objection  againft 
the  actual  loan  of  money  for  the 
Congrefs  here  is,  that  it  does  not 
proceed  diredly  from  America  5 
and  to  ufe  the  language  of  the 
Old  Dutchman,  it  is  to  be  fran- 
chifed. 

I  am  perfuaded,  that  if  the 
Preftdent  Laurens  arrives  here 
foon,  he  will  find  a  reafonable 
and  ample  fum.  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  acquainting  the  noble 
Continental  Congrefs  on  what 
terms.  I  am  fure  of  being  able 
to  borrow  here  a  fufficient  fum  at 
about  five  and  a  quarter,  or  five, 
and  a  half  per  cent,  including  all 
expences. 

I  am  in  hopes  of  receiving  foon 
advices  from  you  :  if  not,  I  fhall 
continue  as  mentioned  above,  and 
do  as  well  as  I  can,  making  all 
the  difpatch  in  my  power  to  return 
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home.  I  could  have  wilhed  that 
my  fate  had  been  to  remain  in 
America,  efpecially  as  I  fhould 
have  willingly  fupported  all  fa¬ 
tigues,  and,  with  a  good  heart, 
braved  all  dangers,  in  preference 
to  the  plan  of  begging,  which  the 
neceffity,  occafioned  by  frequent 
deceptions,  has  forced  me  to 
adopt. 

I  mod  lincerely  wiflh  you  health 
and  happinefs,  and  remain  with 
due  refpeft,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency’s 
molt  obedient  and 
moil  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  A.  Gillon. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Beaumarchais  will 
not  yet  pay  any  thing,  nor  furnifli 
any  account. 

His  Excellency  John  Rutledge ,  Efj. 

Governor  and  Commander  in 

Chief  of  South  Carolina. 

Two  letters  were  alfo  commu¬ 
nicated,  written  by  J.  D.  Van 
Der  Capellan  to  Mr.  Laurens, 
but  as  they  only  contain  the  fen- 
timentsof  a  private  individual,  we 
have  not  thought  it  neceffary  to 
infert  them. 


Memorial  prefenied  to  the  States- 
General  on  the  to th  infant ,  by 
Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  his  Majefty's 
Ambajfador  at  the  Hague,  con¬ 
cerning  the  five  Papers  found 
amongfi  thofe  of  Mr.  Laurens, 
late  Prefident  of  the  Congrefs. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

H  E  King,  my  mailer,  has, 
through  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  reign,  ihewed  the  moil  fin- 
cere  deiire  for  preferving  the  uni¬ 
on,  which  has  fubfiiled  upwards  of 
an  age,  between  his  Crown  a-nd 
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the  Republic.  This  union  is 
founded  on  the  durable  bails  of  a 
reciprocal  intereil,  and  as  it  has 
greatly  contributed  to  the  welfare 
of  both  nations,  the  natural  ene¬ 
my  of  both  the  one  and  the  other 
is  ufing  his  utmoil  policy  to  de- 
ilroy  it  ;  and  for  fome  time  pail 
his  endeavours  have  been  but  too 
fuccefsful,  being  fupported  by  a 
faction  that  aims  at  domineering 
over  the  republic,  and  which  is  at 
all  times  ready  to  facriiice  the  ge¬ 
neral  intereil  to  their  own  private 
views. 

The  king  has  beheld,  with 
equal  regret  and  furprife,  the  fmall 
effect  which  his  repeated  claims  for 
the  ilipulated  fuccours,  and  the 
reprefentations  of  his  ambaffador, 
on  the  daily  violation  of  the  moil 
folemn  engagements,  have  pro¬ 
duced. 

His  Majefty’s  moderation  has 
induced  him  to  attribute  this  con- 
dudl  of  your  Eligh  Mightineffes 
to  the  intrigues  of  a  prevailing 
faction  ;  and  he  would  Hill  per- 
fuade  himfelf,  that  your  juilice 
and  difcernment  will  determine 
you  to  fulfil  your  engagements 
towards  him,  and  to  prove  by 
your  whole  condud,  that  you  are 
refolved  vigoroufly  to  adhere  to 
the  fyilem  formed  by  the  wifdcm 
of  your  anceftors,  which  is  the 
only  one  that  can  fecure  the  fafety 
and  glory  of  the  republic. 

The  anfwer  which  your  High 
Mightineffes  return  to  this  decla¬ 
ration,  which  the  unaerfigned 
makes  by  the  exprefs  order  of  his 
Court,  will  be  confidered  as  the 
touchlione  of  your  intentions  and 
fentiments  refpedling  the  King. 

For  a  long  time  pall  the  King 
has  had  innumerable  indications 
of  the  dangerous  deligns  of  an  un- 

[A  a]  3  ruiy 


374]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780 


ruiy  cabal;  but  the  papers  of  Mr. 
Laurels,  who  ftyles  himfelf  Pre- 
fident  of  the  pretended  Congrefs, 
furniihes  the  difcovery  of  a  plot, 
unexampled  in  all  the  annals  of 
the  republic.  It  appears  by  thefe 
papers,  that  the  Gentlemen  of 
A  rafter  dam  have  been  engaged  in 
a  clandeftine  correfpondence  with 
the  American  rebels,  from  the 
month  of  Auguft  1778,  and  that 
inftru&ions  and  full  powers  had 
been  given  by  them  for  the  con- 
clufion  of  a  treaty  of  indifputable 
amity  with  thofe  rebels,  who  are 
the  fubjefts  of  a  fovereign  to  whom 
th  e  republic  is  united  by  the  clofeft 
engagements.  The  authors  of  this 
plot  do  not  even  attempt  to  deny 
it,  but  on  the  contrary  vainly  en¬ 
deavour  to  juftify  their  conduct. 

In  thefe  circumitances,  his  Ma- 
jefty,  relying  on  the  equity  of 
your  High  Mightineffes,  demands 
a  formal' difavowal  of  fuch  irre¬ 
gular  conduct,  which  is  no  lefs 
contrary  to  your  mod  facred  en¬ 
gagements,  than  to  the  funda¬ 
mental  laws  of  the  conftitution  of 
Batavia.  The  King  demands 
equally  a  prompt  fatisfa&ion, 
proportioned  to  the  ^offence,  and 
an  exemplary  punifhment  on  the 
penfioner  Van  Berkel,  and  his 
accomplices,  as  difturbers  of  the 
public  peace,  and  violators  of  the 
law  of  nations. 

His  Majefty  perfuades  himfelf, 
that  the  an  Aver  of  your  High 
Mightineffes  will  be  fpeedy  and 
fatisfadcry  in  all  refpedls  ;  but 
fhould  the  contrary  happen, —  if 
your  High  Mightineffes  fhould 
refufe  fo  juft  a  demand,  or  en¬ 
deavour  to  elude  it  by  filence, 
which  will  be  regarded  as  a  re- 
fufal :  then  the  King  cannot  but 
confider  the  republic  itfelf  as  ap» 


proving  of  thofe  outrages  which 
they  refufe  to  difavow,  and  to 
punifh  ;  and  after  fuch  conduct, 
his  Majefty  will  find  himfelf  under 
the  neceftity  of  taking  thofe  mea- 
fures  which  the  prefervation  of  his 
own  dignity  and  the  effential  in- 
terefts  of  his  people  demand. 

Given  at  the  Hague, 

Nov.  10,  1780. 

(Signed)  Joseph  Yorke* 


Hague,  Nov.  16.  The  following 
is  the  Reflation  taken  by  the 
States  -  General  of  the  United 
Provinces,  relative  to  the  In- 
fults  and  Violences  committed  at 
the  If  and  of  St.  Martin,  on  the 
gth  of  loft  Auguft. 

HAT  Count  Welderen, 
1  the  Minifter  Plenipotentiary 
from  their  High  Mightineffes  to 
the  Britifh  Court,  be  charged  to 
make  the  ftrongeft  complaints  of 
the  faid  i n Balts  and  violences,  and 
to  reprefent  in  the  moil  energetic 
manner.  That  their  High  Migh¬ 
tineffes  think  themfelves  in  the 
moil  fupreme  degree  aggrieved  by 
the  premeditated  violence  of  the 
inconteftable  territory  of  the  State 
at  the  ifland  of  St.  Martin,  done 
by  the  officers  of  his  Britifh  Ma¬ 
jefty,  according  to  the  exprefs 
orders  of  the  King,  and  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  written  declaration 
of  thofe  officers. 

That  no  power  ever  doubted 
but  all  bays  and  roads  belonged  to 
the  fame  powers  as  the  lands  an¬ 
nexed  to  them,  and  that  all  who 
might  be  in  them  were  dickered 
from  the  rights  of  war,  and  from 
all  hoftile  purfuits  ;  and  that  no 
power  is  in  any  way  authorifed  to 
take,  or  in  any  refpetft  to  moleft, 
veffds  fo  fheltered,  againft  the  will 
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of  the  fovereign,  without  its  be¬ 
ing  looked  upon  as  an  indired  at¬ 
tack  :  that  notwithstanding  this, 
the  men  of  war  of  the  King  of 
Great-Britain,  fent  on  purpofe  by 
his  Admiral,  had  by  his  order 
feized  feme  American  v*iTels 
which  had  taken  refuge  in  the 
ifland  of  St.  Martin,  under  the 
cannon  of  the  fort,  and  took  them 
f  via  fadi,’  threatening,  if  the 
leaft  refiitance  was  made  by  the 
fort,  that  it,  together  with  the 
whole  village  belonging  to  their 
High  Mightinelfes,  lhould  be 
burnt  to  the  ground,  and  a  force 
iufbeient  was  fent  to  carry  thefe 
their  orders  into  execution. 

That  their  High  Mightinelfes 
cannot  look  upon  this  violent  ftep 
in  any  other  light  than  as  an  open 
violation  of  their  territory,  and  a 
contempt  of  the  independent  fo- 
vereignty  of  the  State;  and  flatter 
themlelves  that  his  Majefly  mu  ft 
perceive,  that,  if  an  independent 
power  of  Europe  is  to  be  expofed 
to  fuch  infults  as  this,  all  liberty 
and  fecurity,  both  in  and  out  of 
Europe,  will  then  only  depend 
upon  force;  and  confequently, 
that  the  King  will  be  difpleafed 
at  this  hoftile  adion  committed 
by  his  officers  againft  the  territory 
of  a  power,  which  has  not  only 
had  the  honour  to  be  allied  to 
Great-Britain  for  upwards  of  a 
century,  and  to  live  in  peace  and 
friendship  with  her,  but  from  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent  troubles 
in  America  has  not  refufed  to  re- 
flrain  its  fubjeds  from  trading 
with  North- America  in  a  manner 
for  which  his  Majefty  has  acknow¬ 
ledged  his  fatisfadion. 

That  their  High  Mightinelfes 
could  not  pais  over  in  ftlence  what 
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has  happened,  but  at  the  fame 
time  mull  proteft  folemnly  againft 
h,  and  moil  ftrongly  deflre  of  his 
Majefty,  what  they  hope  from  his 
juftice,  his  friendlhip,  and  his 
equity,  to  obtain,  which  is,  a  full 
fatisfadion  for  the  violation  of 
their  territory,  in  which  the  in- 
tentions  of  his  Majefly  may  be 
made  appear  relative  to  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  powers  not  included  in 
the  troubles  of  the  prefent  war, 
and  of  their  territories  in  general, 
and  of  thofe  of  the  Republic  of 
the  United  Provinces  in  parti¬ 
cular,  &c. 


Memorial  prefent cd  to  the  States- 

General,  by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke, 
on  the  12 th  of  December,  1780. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

H  E  uniform  condud  of  the 
King  towards  the  Republic  ; 
the  friendship  which  hath  fo  long 
fublifted  between  the  two  nations; 
the  right  of  fovereigns,  and  the 
faith  of  the  moft  folemn  engage¬ 
ments,  will  decide,  without  doubt, 
the  anfwer  of  your  High  Migh- 
tinefles  to  the  Memorial  which  the 
under-ligned  prefented  fome  time 
ago,  by  exprefs  order  of  his  Court. 
It  would  be  to  miftruft  the  wifdom 
and  the  juftice  of  your  High  Migh- 
tinefles  to  fuppofe  that  you  could 
paufe  a  moment  in  giving  the  fa- 
tisfadion  demanded  by  his  Ma- 
jefty. 

As  the  refolutions  of  your  High 
Mightineffes  of  the  27th  of  No¬ 
vember  were  the  refult  of  a  deli¬ 
beration  which  regarded  only  the 
interior  of  your  government,  and 
did  not  enter  upon  an  Anfwer  to 
the  faid  Memorial,  the  only  re¬ 
mark  to  be  made  on  thofe  refc- 
\^A  a]  4  Imians 
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lutions  is,  that  the  principles 
which  have  dictated  them  evi¬ 
dently  prove  the  juftice  of  the  de¬ 
mand  made  by  the  King. 

In  deliberating  upon  that  Me¬ 
morial,  to  which  the  under-figned 
here  requires,  in  the  name  of  his 
Court,  an  immediate  and  fatif- 
fa&ory  anfwer  in  every  refpeCf, 
your  High  Mightineffes  will  doubt- 
jefs  confider  that  the  affair  is  of 
the  laft  importance  ;  that  it  re¬ 
lates  to  the  complaint  of  an  of¬ 
fended  fovereign  ;  that  the  offence, 
for  which  he  demands  an  exem¬ 
plary  punifhment,  and  a  complete 
Satisfaction,  is  a  violation  of  the 
Batavian  Conftitution,  of  which 
the  King  is  a  guarantee  ;  an  in¬ 
fraction  of  the  public  faith  ;  an 
attempt  againfl  he  dignity  of  his 
Crown  !  The  King  has  never 
Imagined  that  your  High  Migh¬ 
tineffes  had  approved  of  a  treaty 
with  his  rebellious  fubje&s.  That 
had  been  raifing  the  buckler  on 
your  part ;  a  declaration  of  war. 
But  the  offence  has  been  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  magifirates  of  a 
city  which  makes  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  State  ;  and  it  belongs 
to  the  fovereign  power  to  punifh 
and  give  fatisf.Ction  for  it. 

His  Majefty,  by  the  complaints 
made  by  his  Ambaffador,  has 
placed  the  punifhment  and  the 
reparation  in  the  hands  of  your 
High  Mightineffes ;  and  it  will 
not  be  till  the  laft  extremity,  that 
Is  to  fay,  in  the  cafe  of  a  denial 
of  juftice,  or  of  hlence,  which 
muft  be  interpreted  as  a  refufal, 
that  the  King  will  take  them  upon 
himfelf. 

Done  at  the  Hague,  the  12th 
of  December,  1780. 

(Signed)  Le  Cheval,  Yorkb* 


MANIFESTO 

Of  the  Court  of  Great-Britain*. 

George  R. 

(L.S)^-pHROUGH  the  whole 
courfe  of  our  reign, 
our  conduCt  towards  the  States- 
General  of  the  United  Provinces 
has  been  that  of  a  fincere  friend 
and  faithful  ally.  Had  they  ad¬ 
hered  to  thofe  wife  principles 
which  ufed  to  govern  the  Re¬ 
public,  they  muft  have  fhewn 
themfelves  equally  folicitous  to 
maintain  the  friendfhip  which  has 
fo  long  fubfifted  between,  the  two 
nations,  and  which  is  effential  to 
the  interefts  of  both  :  but  from  the 
prevalence  of  a  faCtion  devoted  to 
France,  and  following  the  dictates 
of  that  court,  a  very  different  po¬ 
licy  has  prevailed.  The  return 
made  to  our  friendfhip,  for  fome 
time  paft,  has  been  an  open  con¬ 
tempt  of  the  moft  folemn  engage¬ 
ments,  and  a  repeated  violation 
of  public  faith. 

On  the  commencement  oPthe 
defenfive  war,  in  which  we  found 
ourfelves  engaged  by  the  2ggreffion 
of  France,  we  fhewed  a  tender  re¬ 
gard  for  the  interefts  of  the  States- 
General,  and  a  defire  of  fecuring 
to  their  fubjeCts  every  advantage 
of  trade,  confiftent  with  the  great 
and  juft  principle  of  our  own  de¬ 
fence.  Our  Ambaffador  was  in- 
ftruCted  to  offer  a  friendly  nego¬ 
tiation,  to  obviate  every  thing 
that  might  lead  to  difagreeable 
difcuffion ;  and  to  this  offer,  fo- 
lemnly  made  by  him  to  the  States- 
General,  the  2d  of  November,  1778 
no  attention  was  paid. 

After  the  number  of  our  ene¬ 
mies,  increafed  by  the  aggreftion  of 
Spain,  equally  unprovoked  with 
that  of  France,  we  found  it  ne* 
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ceffary  to  call  upon  the  States- 
General  for  the  performance  of 
their  engagements.  The  fifth  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  perpetual  defen  five 
alliance  between  our  crown  and 
the  States-General,  concluded  at 
Weftmin(lerthe3dof  March,  1678, 
belides  the  general  engagements 
for  fuccours,  exprefsly  ftipulates, 

*  That  that  party  of  the  two  al¬ 
lies  that  is  not  attacked,  fliall.be 
obliged  to  break  with  the  aggreflor 
in  two  months  after  the  party  at¬ 
tacked  fhall  require  it:’ — Yet  two 
years  have  pafled,  without  the  leaft 
afliftance  given  to  us,  without  a 
Angle  fy liable  in  anfwer  to  our 
repeated  demands. 

So  totally  regardlefs  have  the 
States  been  of  their  treaties  with 
us,  that  they  readily  promifed  our 
enemies  to  obferve  a  neutrality, 
in  direct  contradi&ion  to  thofe  en¬ 
gagements  ;  and  whilft  they  have 
v/ithheld  from  us  the  fuccours  they 
were  bound  to  furnifli,  every  Se¬ 
cret  afliftance  has  been  given  the 
enemy  ;  and  inland  duties  have 
been  taken  off,  for  the  foie  pur- 
pofe  of  facilitating  the  carriage  of 
naval  ftores  to  France. 

In  direct  and  open  violation  of 
treaty,  they  fufFered  an  American 
pirate  to  remain  feveral  weeks  in 
one  of  their  ports,  and  even  per¬ 
mitted  a  part  of  his  crew  to  mount 
guard  in  a  fort  in  the  Texel, 

In  the  Eaft-Indies,  the  fubjedls 
of  the  States-General,  in  concert 
with  France,  have  endeavoured  to 
raife  up  enemies  againft  us. 

In  the  Weft-Indies,  particularly 
at  St.  Euftatia,  every  prote&ion 
and  afliftance  has  been  given  to 
our  rebellious  fubjedls.  Their 
privateers  are  openly  received  in 
the  l|utch  harbours;  allowed  to 
refit  there ;  fupplied  with  arms 
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and  ammunition  ;  their  crews  re¬ 
cruited  ;  their  prizes  brought  in 
and  fold  ;  and  all  this  in  direft 
violation  of  as  clear  and  folemn. 
ftipulations  as  can  be  made. 

This  conduct,  fo  inconfiftent 
with  all  good  faith,  fo  repugnant 
to  the  fenfe  of  the  wifeft  part  of 
the  Dutch  nation,  is  chiefly  to  be 
afcribed  to  the  prevalence  of  the 
leading  magiftrates  of  Amfterdam, 
whofe  fecret  correfpondence  with 
our  rebellious  fubjefts  was  fuf- 
pe&ed,  long  before  it  was  made 
known  by  the  fortunate  difcovery 
of  a  treaty,  the  firft  article  of 
which  is  :  — 

44  There  fhall  be  a  firm,  invio¬ 
lable,  and  univerfal  peace,  and 
fincere  friendfhip,  between  their 
High  Mightinefles  the  States  of 
the  Seven  United  Provinces  of 
Holland,  and  the  United  States 
of  North- America,  and  the  fub- 
je&s  and  people  of  the  faid  par¬ 
ties  :  and  between  the  countries, 
iflands,  cities,  and  towns,  fituated 
under  the  jurifdidioo  of  the  faid 
United  States  of  Holland,  and  the 
faid  United  States  of  America, 
and  the  people  and  inhabitants 
thereof,  of  every  degree,  without 
exception  of  perfons  or  places.’* 

This  treaty  was  figned  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1 778,  by  the  exprefs  or¬ 
der  of  the  Penfionary  of  Amfter¬ 
dam,  and  other  principal  ma¬ 
giftrates  of  that  city. — They  now 
not  only  avow  the  whole  tranf- 
a&ion,  but  glory  in  it,  and  ex¬ 
prefsly  fay,  even  to  the  States- 
General,  that  what  they  did  4  was 
what  their  indifpenfabie  duty  re¬ 
quired.* 

In  the  mean  time,  the  States- 
General  declined  to  give  any  an¬ 
fwer  to  the  Memorial  prefented 
by  our  Ambaflador ;  and  this  re- 
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fu-fal  was  aggravated  by  their 
proceeding  upon  other  bufineff, 
nay  upon  the  confideration  of  this 
very  fubjed  to  internal  purpofes  ; 
and,  while  they  found  it  irnpoffible 
to  approve  the  condud  of  their 
fubjeds,  they  ftill  induftrioufly 
avoided  to  give  us  the  fatisfadion 
fo  manifeftly  due. 

We  had  every  right  to  exped, 
that  fuch  a  difcovery  would  have 
roofed  them  to  a  jud  indignation 
at  the  infuit  offered  to  us,  and  to 
themfelves;  and  that  they  would 
have  been  eager  to  give  us  full 
and  ample  fatisfadion  for  the 
offence,  and  to  inflid  the  fevered: 
punifhment  upon  the  offenders. 
The  urgency  of  the  bufmefs  made 
an  inifant  anfwer  effential  to  the 
honour  and  fafety  of  this  country. 
The  demand  was  accordingly 
preffed  by  our  Ambaffador  in  re¬ 
peated  conferences  with  the  mi- 
niflers  ;  and  in  a  fecond  Memo¬ 
rial  it  was  preffed  with  all  the 
earnednefs  which  could  proceed 
from  our  ancient  friencldiip  and 
the  fenfe  of  recent  injuries;  and 
the  anfwer  now  given  to  a  Memo¬ 
rial  on  fuch  a  fubjed,  delivered 
above  five  weeks  ago,  is,  e  That 
the  States  have  taken  it  ad  refe¬ 
rendum.’— Such  an  anfwer,  upon 
fuch  an  occafion,  could  only  be 
didated  by  the  fixt  purpofe  of 
hodility  meditated,  and  already 
refolved,  by  the  States,  induced 
by  the  offenfive  Councils  of  Am- 
derdam  thus  to  countenance  the 
hodile  aggreflion,  which  the  ma¬ 
gi  Ames  of  that  city  have  made  in 
the  name  of  the  Republic. 

There  is  an  end  of  the  faith  of 
all  treaties  with  them,  if  Arnfter- 
dam  may  ufurp  the  fovercign 
power,  may  violate  thofe  treaties 
with  impunity,  by  pledging  the 


States  to  engagements  diredly 
contrary,  and  leaguing  the  Re¬ 
public  with  the  rebels  of  a  fove- 
reign  to  whom  Ihe  is  bound  by  the 
doled  ties.  An  infradion  of  the 
law  of  nations,  by  the  meaned 
member  of  any  country,  gives  the 
injured  State  a  right  to  demand 
fatisfadion  and  punifhment :  — 
how  much  more  fo,  when  the 
injury  complained  of  is  a  flagrant 
violation  of  public  faith,  com¬ 
mitted  by  leading  and  predomi¬ 
nant  members  in  the  Stater  Since 
then  the  fatisfadion  we  have  de¬ 
manded  is  not  given,  we  mud, 
though  mod  reludantly,  do  our- 
lelves  that  judice  which  we  cannot 
othervvife  obtain  :  we  mud  con- 
flder  the  States-General  as  parties 
in  the  injury  which  they  will  not 
repair,  as  fliarers  in  the  aggreflion 
which  they  refufe  to  punifh,  and 
mud  ad  accordingly.  We  have 
therefore  ordered  our  Ambaffador 
to  withdraw'  from  the  Hague,  and 
fliall  immediately  purfue  fuch  vi¬ 
gorous  meafures  as  the  occafion 
fully  judifies,  and  our  dignity  and 
the  effential  intereds  of  our  people 
require. 

From  a  regard  to  the  Dutch 
nation  at  large,  we  wifli  it  were 
poffible  to  dired  thofe  meafures 
wholly  againd  Amfterdam  ;  but 
this  cannot  be  unlefs  the  States- 
General  will  immediately  declare, 
that  Amderdam  fliall,  upon  this 
occanon,  receive  no  affi'ftance  from 
them,  but  be  left  to  abide  the 
confeauences  of  its  aggreflion. 

WhilA  Amderdam  is  fuffered  to 
prevail  in  the  general  councils, 
and  is  backed  by  the  drength  of 
the  State,  it  is  irnpoffible  to  refid 
the  aggreflion  of  fo  confiderable  a 
part,  without  contending  with  the 
whole.  But  we  are  too  fenflble 
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of  the  common  interefls  of  both 
countries  not  to  remember,  in  the 
rnidfl  of  fuch  a  conteft,  that  the 
only  point  to  be  aimed  at  by  us  is 
to  raife  a  difpofition  in  the  coun¬ 
cils  of  the  Republic  to  return  to 
our  ancient  union,  by  giving  us 
that  fatisfadlion  for  the  pall,  and 
fecurity  for  the  future,  which  we 
fhall  be  as  ready  to  receive  as  they 
can  be  to  offer,  and  to  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  which  we  fhall  direct 
all  our  operations.  We  mean  only 
to  provide  for  our  own  fecurity, 
by  defeating  the  dangerous  de- 
figns  that  have  been  formed  againfl 
us.  We  fhall  ever  be  difpofed  to 
return  to  friendfhip  with  theStates- 
General,  when  they  fincerely  re¬ 
vert  to  that  fyflem  which  the  wif- 
dom  of  their  anceliors  formed,  and 
which  has  now  been  fubverted  by 
a  powerful  faction,  confpiring  with 
France  againfl  the  true'interefis  of 
the  Republic,  no  lefs  than  againfl 
thofe  of  Great  Britain. 

St.  ‘James's,  Dccejnber  20,  1780. 

G.  R. 


Letter  from  Count  Welderen  to 
Lord  Stormont. 

My  Lord, 

A  M  much  obliged  to  your 
excellency  for  your  attention 
and  offer' of  fending  a  packet-boat 
to  Margate,  for  my  paffage  to 
Oflend.  I  fhall  have  no  occafion 
for  the  fame,  having  already  en¬ 
gaged  a  veffel  from  Oftend,  nam¬ 
ed  Le  Courier  de  l’Europe,  for 
that  purpofe.  This  veffel  is  now 
lying  at  the  Tower,  ready  to  take 
in  my  baggage.  I  beg  your  ex¬ 
cellency  will  be  pleafed  to  caufe 
the  neceffary  orders  to  be  iffued 
from  the  Treafury  and  the  Cuflom- 
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houfe,  that  it  may  be  embarked 
without  any  hindrance.  As  foon 
as  this  is  done,  the  faid  veffel  will 
fail  for  Margate,  whither  1  fhall 
repair  by  land  with  the  Countefs 
of  Welderen.  I  alfo  beg  your 
excellency  to  furnilh  me  with  the 
neceffary  poffports  for  my  voyage, 
and  likewife  with  two  paffports 
for  two  Dutch  expreffes,  named 
J,  Paux,  and  Augent  Kohler,  by 
the  way  of  Harwich. 

I  cannot  help  at  the  fame  time, 
to  exprefs  my  furprife  to  your 
lord  (hip,  in  receiving  back  from 
your  excellency’s  omce  the  letter 
which  I  had  the  honour  to  fend 
there:  nor  was  I  lefs  adonifhed 
when  my  fecretary,  whom  I  had 
fent  to  your  lordfhip’s  office,  to 
inquire  the  reafon  of  returning  the 
faid  letter  without  being  opened, 
acquainted  me  therewith.  Give 
me  leave  to  obferve  to  your  lord- 
fnip,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  know 
whether  a  proportion  is  admifliole 
or  not,  before  it  has  been  feen 
and  examined.  Their  High  Migh- 
tineffes  have  given  me  exprefs  "or¬ 
ders  to  deliver  unto  the  Britifh 
miniilry,  before  1  fliould  withdraw 
from  this  court,  the  papers  which 
I  had  the  honour  of  addreffing  to 
your  excellency  yeflerday  morning. 
Flow  can  I  execute  thefe  orders, 
if  you  will  not  permit  me  to  fee 
you,  nor  accept  any  letters  from 
me?  I  flatter  myfelf  that,  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  juilice  of  my  re¬ 
marks,  you  will  be  pleafed  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  letter  which  1  fent  yef- 
terday,  and  to  fend  me  a  line  in 
anfwer,  informing  ms  of  your  in¬ 
tentions  in  that  refpeft. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c« 
Signed, 

V.  Welderen. 

'Loudon,  Dec,  29,  1780, 

Letter 
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Letter  from  Lord  Stormont  to  Count 
Welderen. 

S  I  R, 

UNTIL  the  condud  of  the 
Republic  had  broken  the  ties 
c>f  friendlhip  which  fubftfteo  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations,  and  which 
the  king  has  conftantly  defired  to 
preferve,  I  have  always  been,  as 
you  know  very  well.  Sir,  ready 
and  willing  to  confer  with  you  on 
all  occa.fi  on  s,  and  upon  all  objeds 
concerning  your  miniftry ;  and 
have  always  received  what  came 
from  your  part  with  due  attention. 
Rut  fmce  all  connedion  between 
the  two  nations  is  broken  ok  by 
the  aggreffion  of  your’s,  and  fmce 
I  have  officially  notified  unto  you 
the  king’s  manifefto,  and  orders 
given  in  confequence  thereof,  I 
can  no  longer  behold  you  as  the 
minifter  of  a  friendly  power.  You 
cannot,  therefore.  Sir,  attribute 
the  return  of  your  packet  without 
my  opening  it,  but  to  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  indifpenfable  duty  in  the 
prefent  circumftances.  After  an 
©pen  rupture,  all  minifterial  com¬ 
munication  between  us  mull  necef- 
farily  ceafe:.  and  anterior  orders 
are  no  longer  applicable  to  the 
prefent  date  of  affairs. 

I  have  the  honour,  &e. 
Signed, 

Stormont, 


A  Report  of  the  Commijfonexs  ap¬ 
pointed  to  examine ,  take ,  and  fate 
the  Public  Accounts  of  the  King¬ 
dom t. 

TH  E  ad  of  parliament  that 
conftitutes  us  commiffion- 
ers  for  examining,  taking,  and 
Sating  the  public  accounts  of  the 


kingdom,  being  pafTed,  we  enter¬ 
ed  immediately  upon  the  execution, 
of  the  powers  thereby  veiled  in  us  % 
we  took  the  oath  prefcribed,  and 
fettled  the  neceilary  arrangements 
of  office  and  forms  of  proceed¬ 
ing. 

The  legiflature  not  having  left 
to  our  difcretion,  which  of  the  va¬ 
rious  fubjeds  referred  to  our  con- 
fideration  we  fhould  begin  our  en¬ 
quiries  with,  but  on  the  contrary 
having  exprefsly  direded  us,  e  in 
the  fir  if  place,  to  take  an  account 
of  the  public  money  in  the  hands 
of  the  feveral  accountants  ;  and 
for  that  purpofe  to  call  upon  them 
to  deliver  in  a  cafh  account;  and 
to  confider  what  fum  it  might  be 
proper  to  leave  in  the  hands  of 
each  accountant  refpedively,  for 
carrying  on  the  fervices  to  which 
the  fame  is  or  might  be  applica¬ 
ble,  and  what  fums  might  be  tak¬ 
en  out  of  their  hands  for  the  public 
fervice;’  we,  in  obedience  to  the 
ad,  immediately  applied  aurfelves 
to  that  fubjed. 

The  public  accountants  may  be 
diftinguifhed  into  three  claiTes. 

1  ft,  Thofe  who  receive  public 
money  from  the  fubjed,  to  be 
paid  into  the  Exchequer. 

zdly,  Thofe  who  receive  public 
money  from  the  Exchequer  by  way 
ofimpreft,  and  upon  account. 

3dly,  Thofe  who  receive  public 
money  from  certain  of  this  clafs  of 
accountants,  fubjed  to  account, 
and  who  may  be  called  fub- ac¬ 
countants. 

We  began  our  enquiries  in  the 
lirft  clafs,  and  of  that  clafs,  with 
the  Receivers-general  of  the  land- 
tax.  To  come  at  a  knowledge  of 
their  names,  and  of  the  balances  of 
public  money  in  their  hands,  we 
procured  from  the  tax-office  the 
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laft  certificate  of  the  remains  of 
the  land-tax.  By  that  certificate 
it  appeared,  that  of  the  land-tax, 
window,  and  houfe-tax,  to  Lady- 
day  laft,  the  arrears  in  the  hands 
of  the  Receivers-general,  upon 
the  14th  of  July  laft,  amounted 
to  the  fum  of  three  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  thoufand  feven  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-eight  pounds  nine 
(hillings  and  five-pence  half-pen¬ 
ny. 

As  this  certificate  was  grounded 
upon  returns  not  made  to  us,  but 
to  the  tax-office,  we  iffued  our 
precepts  to  every  Receiver-general 
of  the  land-tax,  and  to  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  thofe  who  are  dead, 
requiring  them  forthwith  to  tranf- 
init  to  us  an  account  of  the  public 
money  in  their  hands,  cuftody,  or 
power,  at  the  time  they  fhould 
each  of  them  receive  our  precept. 

.  Returns  were  accordingly  made 
to  all  our  precepts ;  and  from  thefe 
it  appears,  that  the  balances  for 
the  taxes  on  land,  windows,  and 
houfes,  fervants,  and  inhabited 
houfes,  remaining  in  their  relpec- 
tive  hands  upon  the  days  therein 
mentioned,  amounted  together  to 

J  C> 

the  fum  of  fix  hundred  and  fifty- 
feven  thoufand  four  hundred 
pounds  thirteen  (hillings  and  four- 
pence. 

We  proceeded  in  th^  next  place, 
purfuant  to  the  direftions  of  the 
aft,  to  enquire  to  what  fervices 
thefe  fums  were  cr  might  be  ap¬ 
plicable,  in  the  hands  of  the  re- 
fpeftive  accountants. 

And  we  find,  that  by  the  mili¬ 
tia  aft  of  the  fecond  of  his  prefent 
majefty,  the  Receiver-general  of 
the  land-tax  for  every  county  is 
required  to  pay  to  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  of  every  company  of  the 
roilitu  of  that  county,  being  or- 
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dered  out  into,  or  being  out  ia 
actual  fervice,  one  guinea  for  each 
private  man  belonging  to  his  com¬ 
pany,  upon  the  day  appointed  for 
marching  ;  and  that  by  the  aft  of 
the  twentieth  of  his  prefent  ma¬ 
jefty,  for  defraying  the  charge  of 
the  pay  and  cloathing  of  the  mili¬ 
tia,  he  is  ordered  to  pay  to  the 
clerk  of  the  general  meetings  five 
pounds  five  (hillings  for  each  meet¬ 
ing,  and  to  every  of  the  clerks 
of  the  fub-divifion  meetings,  one 
pound  one  (hilling  for  each  meet¬ 
ing*.  and,  except  the  charges  of 
collefting,  receiving,  and  account¬ 
ing,  we  do  not  find,  that,  whea 
the  militia  is  embodied,  the  du¬ 
ties  collected  by  thefe  receivers  are 
liable  to  any  payments,  or  appli¬ 
cable  to  any  other  fervices  what- 
foever. 

In  the  returns  made  to  us  by 
Receivers-general,  fuch  fums  as 
are  dated  to  have  been  paid  for 
thefe  fervices  of  the  militia,  for 
the  year  1779,  are  different  in 
different  cofinties;  but,  as  thefe 
payments  cannot,  from  the  nature 
of  them,  amount  in  any  county  to 
a  confiderable  fum,  we  conceive 
they  may  be  made  out  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  receipts  of  thefe  taxes. 

As  the  Receiver-general  is  re¬ 
quired  by  the  land-tax  aft,  within 
twenty  days  at  fartheft  after  he 
has  received  money  for  that  duty, 
and  by  the  afts  which  grant  the 
duties  on  houfes,  windows,  fer¬ 
vants,  and  inhaoited  houfes,  with¬ 
in  forty  days  after  he  has  received 
thofe  duties,  to  pay  the  fame  into 
the  Exchequer  ;  it  becomes  necef- 
fary  for  us  to  enquire  upon  what 
grounds,  and  for  \vh2t  purpofes, 
the  Receivers-general  retained  in 
their  hands  fo  confiderable  a  part 
of  thefe  duties,  fo  long  after  the 
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fame  ought,  according  to  the  direc¬ 
tions  of  the  feveral  adts  above  men¬ 
tioned,  to  have  been  paid  into  the 
Exchequer.  To  this  point,  amongft 
ethers,  vve  examined  George  B.ofe, 
Efq;  Secretary  to  the  Tax-office; 
John  Fordyce,  Efq;  Receiver-ge¬ 
neral  for  Scotland  ;  William  Mit- 
ford,  Efq;  Receiver-general  for 
the  county  of  Suifex;  Thomas 
Allen,  Efq;  Receiver-general  for 
part  of  the  county  of  Somerfet ; 
Thomas  Walley  Partington,  Efq; 
Receiver-general  for  the  counties 
of  Northampton  and  Rutland, 
and  town  of  'Northampton  ;  and 
George  Rowley,  Efq;  Receiver- 
general  for  the  county  of  Hun¬ 
tingdon. 

In  thefe  examinations,  two  re^- 
fons  are  affigned  for  this  detention 
of  the  public  money ;  one  is  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  remittances 
to  London,  especially  from  the 
diftant  counties;  the  other  is,  the 
Infufficiency  of- the'  falary  of  two¬ 
pence  in  the  pound,  allowed  the 
Receiver  by  the  land-tax  and  other 
adts,  upon  the  fums  paid  by  him 
into  the  Exchequer,  to  anfwer  the 
trouble,  rifk,  and  expence,  at¬ 
tending  his  office;  to  fupply  which, 
and  to  render  the  employment 
worth  having,  he  has  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  retain  in  his  hands  a 
considerable  part  of  thefe  duties, 
for  the  purpofe  of  his  own  advan¬ 
tage. 

As  an  examination  into  the 
manner  and  charge  of  collecting 
And  remitting,  in  an  office  of  re¬ 
ceipt,  iimilar  in  its  circumftanc.es, 
might  enable  us  to  form  fome 
judgment  of  the  validity  of  thefe 
reafons ;  we  directed  our  enquiries 
to  the  collection  and  remittance  of 
the  duties  of  excife. 


For  this  purpofe,  we  examined. 
Goulfton  Bruere,  Efq;  firil  Gene¬ 
ral  Accountant;  Richard  Paton, 
Efq;  fecond  General  Accountant 
in  that  office;  Mr.  Richard  Rich- 
ardfon.  Collector  of  Excife  for  the 
Hertford  colledtion  ;  Mr.  Thomas 
Ball,  Collector  of  Excife  for  the 
Bath  colledtion ;  and  George  Row- 
ley,  Efq;  who  is  Collector  of  Ex¬ 
cife  for  the  Bedford  collection, 
as  well  as  Receiver-general  of  the 
land-tax  for  the  county  of  Hun¬ 
tingdon  ;  and  George  Lewis  Scott, 
Efq;  one  of  the  Commiffioners  of 
Excife.  We  procured  too,  from 
that  office,  an  account  of  the 
grofs  and  nett  produce  of  the  Ex¬ 
cife,  received  by  each  collector  for 
the  year  1779;  in  which  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  grofs  produce 
amounted  to  the  fum  of  three  mil¬ 
lions  feven  hundred  and  fourteen 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fe» 
venty-one  pounds  Exteen  {hillings 
and  an  half-penny,  exclulive  of  the 
receipt  at  the  Excife-office  in  Lon¬ 
don,  paid  in  by  the  perfons  charg¬ 
ed,  without  the  intervention  of  a 
collector  :  which  grofs  fum,  being, 
as  we  apprehend,  conhderably 
more  than  the  amount  of  the  du¬ 
ties  paid  to  the  Receivers-gene- 
ral,  is  colledted  in  England  and 
Wales,  by  fifty-three  collectors, 
being  only  two  more  than  the 
number  of  Receivers-general  of 
the  land-tax,  including  Scotland. 

From  thefe  1  alt  examinations 
we  learn,  that  each  colledlor  of 
Excife  goes  his  rounds  eight  times 
in  the  year;  that  he  remits  the 
whole  of  his  nett  collection  in  every 
round  to  the  Excife-office,  chiefly 
by  bills  at  twenty-one  days  after 
date,  in  the  counties  near  London  ; 
at  thirty  days,  in  the  more  remote 
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counties ;  and  at  fifty  or  fixty  days 
in  the  moil  diilant,  and  none  at  a 
longer  date  ;  that  he  is  continually 
remitting  during  his  round;  and, 
within  a  week  alter  it  is  fin  i  filed, 
fends  up  by  a  balance-bill  all  that 
remains  of  the  duties  collected  by 
him  in  that  round  ;  that  he  finds 
no  difficulty  in  procuring  bills  ; 
could  return  more  money  by  the 
fame  method  ;  and  is  never  buffered 
to  keep  any  money  in  his  hands. 

Each  collector  is  paid  a  falary  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  a 
year,  fubjeft  to  deductions  amount¬ 
ing  to  one  {hilling  and  nine-pence 
in  the  pound;  and  is  allowed  per- 
quiiites  to  about  one  hundred 
pounds  a  year  more;  and  gives 
fecurity  for  five  thoufand  pounds. 

We  endeavoured  to  form  fome 
computation  'of  the  lofs,  fuftained 
by  the  public,  from  the  detention 
of  the  money  by  the  Receivers-ge- 
neral,  and  for  that  purpofe  we 
called  for  an  account  of  the  quar¬ 
terly  returns  made  by  them  to  the 
tax-office;  from  whence  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  average  fum  in 
their  hands,  from  the  5th  of  July, 
1778,  (when  the  mode  was  adopt¬ 
ed  of  tranfmitting  the  account  on 
oath,)  to  the  7th  of  July  lafl, 
amounted  to  three  hundred  thirty- 
four  thoufand  and  fixty -one 
pounds,  the  interell  of  which,  at 
four  per  cent,  being  thirteen  thou¬ 
fand  three  hundred  fixty  -  two 
pounds  a  year,  we  conceive  the 
public  have  been  obliged  to  pay, 
for  want  of  the  ufe  of  their  own 
money. 

But  the  lofs  has  been,  not  of  in- 
tereft  only,  the  revenue  itfelf  has 
buffered  :  for  by  an  account  of  the 
arrears  and  defaulters  of  the  land- 
tax,  and  other  duties,  from  the 
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year  1756,  which  we  called  for 
from  the  tax-office,  thofe  arrears 
in  the  hands  of  the  defaulters,  not 
included  in  the  firfl  certificate,  ap¬ 
pear  to  amount  to  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  thoufand  one  hun, 
dred^  and  fixty-one  pounds  feven 
fnillings  and  two-pence  half-pen¬ 
ny,  of  which  twenty-four  thoufand' 
two  hundred  and fifcy-feven  pounds 
{even  findings  and  two-pence  three 
farthings  is  actually  ioft  upon  ccm- 
pohtion ;  of  the  remainder,  partis 
in  a  courfe  of  legal  proceeding, 
an  i,  the  recovery  of  a  great  part 
oouotful;  whereas,  by  a  return 
which  we  required  from  the  Com- 
miffioners  of  Excife,  for  the  fame 
period,  we  find  there  have  been 
no  arrears  or  defaulters  amon»  the 
Officers  of  Excife,  except  in  one 
in  lean  ce,  to  the  amount  of  three 
thoufand  fix  hundred  pounds. 

From  this  comparative  view  of 
the  mooes  of  collecting  and  re¬ 
mitting  thefe  different  duties,  and 
of  the  advantages  accruing  to  the 
receiver  and  collector  from  their 
feveral  employments,  we  are  in¬ 
duced  to  think,  that  the  Receiver- 
general  of  the  land-tax  is  not  war¬ 
ranted  in  his  detention  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  money,  either  by  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  bills,  or  by  the  infuf- 
ficiencv  of  his  falary. 

Suppofing,  however,  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  procuring  bills  really  to 
exift,  though  it  might  occafion 
fome  delay  in  the  remittance/ 
it  yet  is  no  jufiification  of  the 
Receiver  for  conftantly  keeping  a 
large  balance  in  his  hands*;  and, 
admitting  the  poundage  not  to  be 
an  equivalent  for  his  pains,  yet 
we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  pre- 
fent  mode  of  fupplying  the  defi¬ 
ciency,  by  permitting  him  to 

with- 


4]  ANNUAL  R 

withhold  the  duties,  is  injurious  to 
the  public,  and  ought  to  be  dif- 
continued. 

The  revenue  fhould  come  from 
the  pocket  of  the  fubjeft  dire&ly 
into  the  Exchequer  ;  but  to  permit 
Receivers  to  retain  it  in  their  hands, 
exprefsly  for  their  own  advantage, 
is  to  furnilh  them  with  the  drong- 
eft  motive  for  withholding  it.  A 
private  intered  is  created,  in  diredt 
oppofition  to  that  of  the  public ; 
government  is  compelled  to  have 
xecourfe  to  expenfive  loans ;  and 
the  revenue  itfelf  is  finally  endan¬ 
gered. 

We  are,  therefore,  of  opinion, 
that  there  are  no  fervices  to  which 
the  faid  fum  of  fix  hundred  fifty- 
feven  thoufand  four  hundred 
pounds  thirteen  fhiilings  and  four- 
pence  is  or  may  be  applicable  in 
the  hands  of  the  Receiver-generals 
of  the  land-tax,  or  for  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  fuch  of  them  as  are 
dead;  and  that  it  is  not  proper  to 
leave  any  part  of  it  in  their  re- 
fipedlive  hands ;  but  that  the  fame, 
or  fo  much  thereof  as  now  remains 
with  them,  ought  to  be  paid  into 
the  Exchequer,  at  fuch  times, 
and  by  fuch  inftallments,  as  may 
be  thought  reafonable,  after  a 
pra&ice  of  fo  long  continuance, 
and  as  fhall  be  confident  with 
fuch  engagements  as  may  have 
been  entered  into  with  any  parti¬ 


cular  Receivers. 

Guy  Carleton,  (L.  S.) 

T.  Anguish,  (L.  S.) 

A.  PlGGOTT,  (L.  S.) 

Richard  Neave,  (L.  S  ) 

Sam. Beachcroft,  (L.  S  ) 

Geo.  Drummond.  (L.  S.) 

27 th  Nov.  1780. 


Proceedings  of  a  Board  of  General 
Officers  3  held  by  order  of  General 
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Wafhington,  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  refpediing  Major  John 
Andre,  Adjutant  General  of  the 
Britidi  Army ,  September  29,  1780c 

Publijhed  at  Philadelphia,  by  order 
f  Congrefs . 

Extracts  of  Letters  from  General 
Wafhington,  to  the  P  ref  dent  of 
Congrefs. 

RobinfoNs  Houfe  in  the  High 
Lands ,  Sept .  29,  1780. 

S  I  R, 

Have  the  honour  to  inform  the 
Congrefs,  that  I  arrived  here 
yederday  about  twelve  o’clock,  on 
my  return  from  Hartford.  Some 
hours  previous  to  my  arrival.  Ma¬ 
jor-general  Arnold  went  from  his 
quarters,  which  were  at  this  place, 
and,  as  it  was  fuppofed,  over  the 
river  to  the  garrifon  at  Well-point, 
whither  I  proceeded  myfelr,  in  or¬ 
der  to  vifit  the  poll.  I  found  Ge¬ 
neral  Arnold  had  not  been  there 
during  the  day,  and  on  my  return 
to  his  quarters,  he  was  fiill  abfent. 
In  the  mean  time,  a  packet  had 
arrived  from  Lieutenant -colonel 
Jamefon,  announcing  the  capture 
of  John  Anderfon,  who  was  en¬ 
deavouring  to  go  to  Nevv-York 
with  feveral  intereding  and  im¬ 
portant  papers,  all  in  the  hand¬ 
writing  of  General  Arnold.  This 
was  accompanied  with  a  letter  from 
the  prifoner,  avowing  himfelf  to 
be  Major  John  Andre,  Adjutant- 
general  to  the  Britifh  army,  re¬ 
lating  the  manner  of  his  capture, 
and  endeavouring  to  fhew  that  he 
did  not  come  under  the  descrip¬ 
tion  of  a  fpy.  From  thefe  feveral 
circumdances,  and  information 
that  the  generaf  feemed  to  be 
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thrown  into  Tome  degree  of  agita¬ 
tion,  on  receiving  a  letter  a  little 
time  before  he  went  from  his 
quarters,  I  was  led  to  conclude 
immediately,  that  he  had  heard  of 
Major  Andre’s  captivity,  and  that 
he  would,  if  poflible,  efcape  to 
the  enemy  ;  and  accordingly  took 
fuch  meafures  as  appeared  moft 
probable  to  apprehend  him  :  but 
he  had  embarked  in  a  barge,  and 
proceeded  down  the  river,  under 
a  flag,  to  the  Vulture  (hip  of  war, 
which  lay  at  fome  miles  below 
Stoney  and  Verplank’s  Point.  He 
wrote  me  a  letter  after  he  got  on 
board.  Major  Andre  was  not  ar¬ 
rived  yet;  but  I  hope  he  is  fe- 
cure,  and  that  he  will  be  here  to¬ 
day.  I  have  been,  and  am  taking 
precautions,  which  I  trull  will 
prove  effectual  to  prevent  the  im¬ 
portant  confequences  which  this 
conduct,  on  the  part  of  General 
Arnold,  was  intended  to  produce. 
I  do  not  know  the  party  that  took 
Major  Andre,  but  it  is  faid  it  con¬ 
fided  only  of  a  few  militia,  who 
acted  in  fuch  a  manner  on  the  oc- 
cafion,  as  does  them  the  higheft 
honour,  and  proves  them  to  be 
men  of  great  virtue.  As  foon  as 
I  know  their  names,  I  fhall  take 
pleafure  in  tranfmitting  them  to 
Congrefs. 

Para?nus>  Oft.  7,  1780, 

S  1  R, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe  to 
Congrefs  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
of  a  board  of  general  officers  in  the 
caufe  of  Major  Andre,  Adjutant- 
general  to  the  Britifh  army.  This 
officer  was  executed  in  purfuance 
of  the  fentence  of  the  board,  on 
Monday  the  2d  inflant,  at  twelve 
o’clock,  at  our  late  camp  at  Tap- 
Vol.  XXIII. 
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pan.  Belides  the  proceedings,  I 
tranfmit  copies  of  fundry  letters 
refpe&ing  the  matter,  which  are 
all  that  pafled  on  the  fubjeft,  not 
included  in  the  proceedings. 

I  have  now  the  pleafure  to  com¬ 
municate  the  names  of  the  three 
perfons  who  captured  Major  An¬ 
dre,  and  who  refufed  to  releafe 
him,  notwithftanding  the  molt 
earned:  importunities,  and  aflur- 
ances  of  a  liberal  reward  on  his, 
part.  Their  names  are,  John 
Paulding,  David  Williams,  and 
Ifaac  Van  were. 

Proceedings  of  a  Board  of  General 
Officers ,  held  by  order  of  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  Gen .  IVafoingion ,  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  re - 
f petting  Major  Andre,  Adjutant • 
general  of  the  Britifli  Army ,  Sep¬ 
tember  29,  1780,  at  Tappan,  in 
the  State  of  New  York. 

PRESENT, 

Major-general  Green,  Prefl- 
dent ;  Major-general  Lord  Stir¬ 
ling,  Major-general  St.  Clair, 
Major-general  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  Major-general  Howe,  Ma¬ 
jor-general  the  Baron  de  Steuben, 
Brigadier-general  Parfons,  Briga¬ 
dier-general  Clinton,  Brigadier- 
general  Knox,  Brigadier-general 
Glover,  Brigadier-general  Patter- 
fon.  Brigadier- general  Hand,  Bri¬ 
gadier-general  Huntington,  Bri¬ 
gadier-general  Starke,  John  Lau¬ 
rence,  Judge-advocate-general. 

Major  Andre,  Adjutant- general 
to  the  Britifli  army,  was  brought 
before  the  board,  and  the  following 
letter  from  General  Wafhington. 
to  the  board,  dated  head-quarters, 
Tappan,  September  29,  1780,  was 
laid  before  them,  and  read  : 

[B  b ]  '  Gen- 
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Gentlemen, 

Major  Andre,  Adjutant-general 
to  the  Britilh  army,  will  be  brought 
before  you  for  your  examination. 
He  came  within  our  lines  in  the 
night,  on  an  interview  with  Major- 
general  Arnold,  and  in  an  a  {fum¬ 
ed  character,  and  was  taken  with¬ 
in  our  lines,  in  a  difguifed  habit, 
with  a  pafs  under  a  feigned  name, 
and  with  the  inclofed  papers  con¬ 
cealed  upon  him.  After  a  care¬ 
ful  examination,  you  will  be  plea- 
fed,  as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  to  re¬ 
port  a  precife  ftate  cf  his  cafe,  to¬ 
gether  with  your  opinion  of  the 
licrht  in  which  he  ought  to  be  con- 
fidered,  and  the  punifhment  that 
ought  to  bednflidted.  Thejudge- 
advocate  will  attend  to  affift  in  the 
examination,  who  has  fundry  other 
papers,  relative  to  this  matter, 
which  he  will  lay  before  the 
board. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Gentlemen, 
your  molt  obedient, 
and  humble  fervant, 

G.  W  ASHIN  G|T  O  N  . 

7  he  Board  of  General  Officers  con¬ 
vened  at  Tapp  an. 

The  names  of  the  officers  corn- 
poling  the  board  were  read  to  Ma¬ 
jor  Andre,  and  on  his  being  a  Iked 
whether  he  confeffed  the  matters 
contained  in  the  letter  from  his 
Excellency  General  Walhington  to 
the  board,  or  denied  them,  he 
faid ,  in  addition  to  his  letter  to 
General  Walhington,  dated  Sa¬ 
lem,  the  24th  of  September,  1780, 
which  wa$  read  to  the  board,  and 
acknowledged  by  Major  Andre,  to 
have  been  written  by  him,  which 
letter  is  as  follows :  , 


Salem ,  'i\th  Sept.  1780, 

Sir, 

WHAT  I  have  as  yet  faid  con¬ 
cerning  myfelf,  was  in  the  juftifi- 
able  attempt  to  be  extricated  ;  I 
am  too  little  accuftomed  to  dupli¬ 
city  to  have  fucceeded. 

I  beg  your  excellency  will  be 
perfuaded,  that  no  alteration  in 
the  temper  of  my  mind,  or  appre- 
henfion  for  my  fafety,  induces  me 
to  take  the  hep  of  addreffing  you  ; 
but  that  it  is  to  fecure  myfelf  from 
an  imputation  of  having  aHumed 
a  mean  charader  for  treacherous 
purposes,  or  fel f- i n terejfl :  a  con¬ 
duit  incompatible  with  the  princi¬ 
ples  that  actuated  me,  as  well  as 
with  my  condition  in  life. 

Ic  is  to  vindicate  my  fame  that  I 
fpeak,  and  not  to  folicit  fecurity. 

The  perfon  in  your  pcffeffion  is 
Major  John  Andre,  Adjutant-ge¬ 
neral  to  the  Britiffi  army. 

The  influence  of  one  command¬ 
er  in  the  army  of  his  aaverfary, 
is  an  advantage  taken  in  war.  A 
correfpondence  for  this  purpofe  I 
held,  as  con  Aden  dal  (in  the  pre- 
fent  inftance)  with  his  Excellency 
Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

To  favour  it,  I  agreed  to  meet 
upon  ground  not  within  polls  of 
either  army,  a  perfon  who  was  to  , 
give  me  intelligence:  X  came  up 
in  the  Vulture  man  of  war  for  this 
effed,  and  was  fetched  by  the  boat 
from  the  ffiore  to  the  beach:  be¬ 
ing  there,  i  was  told,  that  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  day  would  prevent  rny 
return,  and  that  J  mull  be  con¬ 
cealed  until  the  next  night.  I  was 
in  my  regimentals,  and  had  fairly 
rifqued  my  perfon. 

A  gain  ft  my  ftipulation,  my  in¬ 
tention,  and  without  my  know¬ 
ledge  before  hand,  I  was  conduc¬ 
ed 
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ed  within  one  of  your  pods.  Your 
excellency  may  conceive  my  fen- 
fation  on  this  occafion,  and  will 
imagine  how  much  more  I  mult 
have  been  affe&ed,  by  a  refufal  to 
re-condu<ft  me  back  the  next  night 
as  1  had  been  brought.  Thus  be¬ 
come  a  prifoner,  I  had  to  concert 
my  efcape.  1  quitted  my  uniform, 
and  was  palled  another  way  in 
the  night,  without  the  American 
polls,  to  neutral  ground  ;  and  be¬ 
ing  informed  I  was  beyond  all 
armed  parties,  and  left  to  prefs 
for  New- York,  I  was  taken  at 
Tarry-town,  by  fome  volunteers. 

Thus,  as  I  have  had  the  honour 
to  relate,  was  I  betrayed  (being 
Adjutant-general  of  the  Britifh 
army)  into  the  vile  condition  of  an 
enemy  within  your  pods. 

Having  avowed  myfelf  a  Britifh 
officer,  I  have  nothing  to  reveal 
but  what  relates  to  myfelf,  which 
is  true  on  the  honour  of  an  officer, 
and  a  gentleman. 

The  requelt  I  have  made  to 
your  excellency,  and  I  am  con- 
fcious  that  I  addrefs  myfelf  well, 
is,  that  in  any  rigour  policy  may 
didlate,  a  decency  of  conduct  to¬ 
wards  me  may  mark,  that  though 
unfortunate,  I  am  branded  with 
nothing  difhonourable  ;  as  no  mo¬ 
tive  could  be  mine,  but  the  fer- 
vice  of  my  king,  and  as  I  was  in¬ 
voluntarily  an  impodor. 

Another  requelt  is,  that  I  may 
be  permitted  to  write  an  open  let¬ 
ter  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and 
another  to  a  friend  for  cloaths  and 
linen. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  mention 
the  condition  of  fome  gentlemen 
at  Charles  town,  who,  being  ei¬ 
ther  on  parole,  or  under  protec¬ 
tion,  were  engaged  in  a  confpira- 
cy  againd  us.  Though  their  fitua- 
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tion  is  not  limilar,  they  are  ob¬ 
jects  who  may  be  fent  in  exchange 
for  me,  or  are  peTfons  whom  the 
treatment  I  receive  might  aftedt. 

It  is  no  lefs,  Sir,  in  a  confidence 
in  the  generofity  of  your  mind, 
than  on  account  of  your  fuperior 
llation,  that  I  have  chofen  to  im¬ 
portune  you  with  this  letter.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the 
greatell  refped,  Sir,  your  excel¬ 
lency’s  mod  obedient, 

and  mod  humble  fervant, 
Jo'hn  Andre,  Adj.  Gen* 
His  Excellency  Gen.  Wajhington ,  &c* 

He  then  faid,  that  he  came  on 
fhore  from  the  Vulture  Hoop  of 

war,  in  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
firll  of  September  in  ft.  fomewhere 
under  the  Haverdraw  Mountain  $ 
that  the  boat  he  came  on  Ihore  in 
carried  no  dag,  and  that  he  had  on 
a  furtout  coat  over  his  regimen¬ 
tals,  and  that  he  wore  his  fur- 
tout  coat  when  be  was  taken  : — *> 
That  he  met  General  Arnold  on 
the  fhore,  and  had  an  interview 
with  him  there.  He  alfo  faid, 
that  when  he  left  the  Vulture  Hoop 
of  war,  it  was  underdood  he  was 
to  return  that  night;  but  it  was 
then  doubted  ;  and  if  he  could  not 
return  he  was  promifed  to  be  con¬ 
cealed  on  Ihore  in  a  place  of  fafety, 
until  the  next  night,  when  he  was 
to  return  in  the  fame  manner  he 
came  on  Ihore ;  and  when  the 
next  day  came,  he  was  felicitous 
to  get  back,  and  made  enquiries 
in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  how 
he  fhould  return,  when  he  was 
informed  he  could  not  return 
that  way,  and  he  mud  take  the 
route  he  did  afterwards*  He  alfo 
faid,  that  the  firft  notice  he  had  of 
his  being  within  any  of  our  pods, 

was,  being  challenged  by  the  fen- 

2  try. 
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try,  which  was  the  firft  night  he 
was  on  the  fhore.  He  alfo  faid, 
that  the  evening  of  the  twenty- 
fecond  of  September  inftant,  he 
paiTed  King’s  Ferry,  between  our 
polls  of  Stoney  and  Verplank’s 
Points,  in  the  drefs  he  is  at  pre- 
fent  -in,  and  which  he  faid  was 
not  his  regimentals;  and  which 
drefs  he  procured  after  he  landed 
from  the  Vulture,  and  when  he 
was  within  our  poll  ;  and  that  he 
was  proceeding  to  New  York,  but 
was  taken  on  his  way  at  Tarry- 
town,  as  he  mentioned  in  his  let¬ 
ter,  on  Saturday  the  23d  of  Sep¬ 
tember  inftant,  about  nine  o’clock 
In  the  morning. 

The  following  papers  were  laid 
before  the  board,  and  fhewn  to 
Major  Andre,  who  ccnfeffed  to  the 
board,  that  they  were  found  on 
him  when  he  was  taken  ;  and  faid 
they  were  concealed  in  his  boot, 
except  the  pafs : - - 

A  pafs  from  General  Arnold  to 
John  And  erf  on,  which  name  Major 
Andre  acknowledged  he  ajfumed. 

Artillery  orders,  September  5, 
1780. 

Eftimate  of  the  force  at  Well¬ 
Point  and  its  dependencies,  Sep¬ 
tember  1780. 

Eftimate  of  men  to  man  the 
works  at  Weft-point,  &c. 


1780. 

Return  of  ordnance  at  Weft- 
point,  September,  1780. 

Remarks  on  works  at  Weft* 
point. 

C<^py  of  a  Hate  of  matters  laid 
before  a  council  of  war,  by  his 
Excellency  General  Walhington, 
held  the  6th  of  September,  1780. 

A  letter  ftgned  John  And  erf  on, 
dated  September  7,  1780,  to  Co¬ 
lonel  Sheldon  *,  was  alfo  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  board,  and  fhewn  to  Ma¬ 
jor  Andre,  which  he  acknowledged 
to  have  been  written  by  him ,  and 
is  as  follows ; 

New  York,  Sept,  7,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  AM  told  my  name  is  made 
known  to  you,  and  that  I  may 
hope  your  indulgence  in  permit¬ 
ting  me  to  meet  a  friend  near 
your  out-polls.  I  will  endeavour 
to  obtain  permiftion  to  go  out  with 
a  flag  which  will  be  fent  to  Dobb’s 
Ferry,  on  Monday  next,  the  11th, 
at  12  o’clock,  when  I  lhall  be 
happy  to  meet  Mr.  G  —  f . 
Should  I  not  be  allowed  to  go, 
the  officer  who  is  to  command  the 
effort,  between  whom  and  my- 
felf  no  diftin&ion  need  be  made, 
can  fpeak  on  the  affair. 

Let  me  intreat  you.  Sir,  t© 


*  Left  it  Ihould  be  fuppofed  that  Colonel  Sheldon,  to  whom  the  above  letter 
is  addreffed,  was  privy  to  the  plot  carrying  on  by  General  Arnold,  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  the  letter  was  found  among  Arnold’s  papers,  and  had  been  tranf- 
mitted  by  Colonel  Sheldon,  who,  it  appears  from  a  letter  on  the  9th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  to  Arnold,  which  ir.clofed  it,  had  never  heard  of  John  Anderfon  be¬ 
fore.  Arnold,  in  his  anfwer  on  the  10th,  acknowledged  he  had  not  commu¬ 
nicated  it  to  him,  though  he  had  informed  him,  that  he  expected  a  perfon  would 
come  from  New  York,  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  him  intelligence. 

L  It  appears  by  the  fame  letter  that  Arnold  had  written  to  Mr.  Anderfon, 
tinder  the  fignature  of  Guftavus.  His  words  are,  <(  1  was  obliged  to  write  with 
great  caution  to  him,  my  letter  was  ftgned  Guftavus,  to  prevent  any  difcovery, 
in  cafe  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.” 


favour 
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favour  a  matter  fo  interfiling  to 
the  parties  concerned,  and  which 
is  of  fo  private  a  nature,  that  the 
public  on  neither  fide  can  be  in- 
j  ured  by  it. 

I  thall  be  happy,  on  my  part, 
in  doing  any  a£t  of  kindnefs  to 
you,  in  a  family  or  property  con¬ 
cern  of  a  flmilar  nature. 

I  trull  I  (hall  not  be  detained: 
but  fhould  any  old  grudge  be  a 
caufe.for  it,  I  fhould  rather  rifk 
that,  than  neglect  the  bufinefs  in 
queflion,  or  a  flume  a  myfterious 
character  to  carry  on  an  innocent 
affair ;  and,  as  friends  have  ad- 
vifed,  get  your  lines  by  health.  I 
am,  Sir,  with  all  regard. 

Your  mod  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

John  Anderson, 

Colonel  Sheldtn . 

Major  Andre  obferved,  that  this 
letter  could  be  of  no  force  in 
the  cafe  in  queflion,  as  it  was 
written  in  New  York,  when  he 
was  under  the  orders  of  General 
Clinton,  but  that  it  tended  to 
prove,  that  it  was  not  his  inten¬ 
tions  to  come  within  our  lines. 

The  board  having;  interrogated 
Major  Andre,  about  his  concep¬ 
tion  of  his  coming  on  fhore  under 
the  fan&ion  of  a  flag,  he  faid, 
“  that  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to 
fuppofe  he  came  on  fhore  under 
that  fan&ion  ;  and  added,  that  if 
he  came  on  fhore  under  that  fanc- 
tion,  he  certainly  might  have  re¬ 
turned  under  it.” 

Major  Andre  having  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  preceding  fa&s,  and 
being  afked  whether  he  had  any 
thing  to  fay  refpedting  them,  an- 
fvvered,  he  left  them  to  operate 
with  the  board. 

The  examination  of  Major  An* 


dre  being  concluded,  he  was  re¬ 
manded  into  cuilody. 

The  following  letters  were  laid 
before  the  board  and  read : — Bene¬ 
dict  Arnold’s  letter  to  Gen.  Wafh- 
ington,  dated  September  25,  1780; 
Colonel  Robinfon’s  letter  to  Ge¬ 
neral  Walhington,  dated  Septem¬ 
ber  25,  1780;  and  General  Clin¬ 
ton’s  letter,  dated  the  26th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1780,  (incloflng  a  letter  of 
the  fame  date  from  Benedict  Ar¬ 
nold)  to  General  Wafhington. 

On  board  the  Vulture ,  Sept.  23 
1730. 

Sir, 

THE  heart  which  is  confcious 
of  its  own  reditnde,  cannot  at¬ 
tempt  to  palliate  a  Hep  which  the 
world  may  cenfure  as  wrong.  I 
have  ever  a£led  from  a  principle  of 
love  to  my  country,  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  un¬ 
happy  contefl  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  her  Colonies :  the  fame 
principle  of  love  to  my  country 
actuates  my  prefent  conduct,  how¬ 
ever  it  may  appear  inconfiflent  to 
the  world,  who  very  feldom  judge 
right  of  any  man’s  aftions. 

I  have  no  favour  to  alk  for  mv- 

J 

felf.  I  have  too  often  experienced 
the  ingratitude  of  my  country  to 
attempt  it;  but  from  the  known 
humanity  of  your  excellency,  X 
am  induced  to  afk  your  protection 
for  Mrs.  Arnold,  from  every  in- 
fult  and  injury  that  a  miftaken 
vengeance  of  my  country  may  ex¬ 
pole  hei;  to.  It  ought  to  fail  only- 
on  me:  fhe  is  as  good  and  as  ir- 
nocent  as  an  angel,  and  is  incapa¬ 
ble  of  doing  wrong.  I  beg  fhe 
may  be  permitted  to  return  10  her 
friends  in  Philadelphia,  or  to 
come  to  me,  as  flie  may  chufe. 
From  your  excellency  I  have  no 
b ]  3  fears 
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fears  on  her  account,  bat  ihe  may  fame  manner  as  I  do,  I  mull  de» 
fufFer  from  the  miitaken  fury  of  lire  you  will  order  him  to  be  fet 


the  country. 

I  have  to  requell  that  the  in- 
doled  letter  may  be  delivered  to 
Mrs.  Arnold,  and  Hie  permitted  to 
write  to  me. 

I  have  alfo  to  a  Ik  that  my 
deaths  and- baggage,  which  are  of 
little  confequence,  may  be  feht  to 
me;  if  required,  their  value  final  1 
be  paid  in  money.  1  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  be,  with  great  regard  and 
elleem,  your  excellency’s  moil  ober 
dient  fervant, 

B.  Arnold. 

His  Excellency  Gen .  Wajbington . 

N.  B.  In  j u flice  to  the  gentle¬ 
men  of  my  family.  Colonel  War¬ 
wick,  and  Major  Franks,  I  think 
myfelf  in  honour  bound  to  declare, 
that  they,  as  well  as  Jolhua  Smith, 
Efq;  (who  I  know  is  fufpebied} 
are  totally  ignorant  of  any  tfan- 
fadions  of  mine,  that  they  had 
reafon  to  believe  were  injurious  to 
the  public. 

Vulture,  cjf&injtnk ,  Sept.  25,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  AM  this  moment  informed, 
that  Major  Andre,  Adjutant-gene¬ 
ral  of  his  majelty’s  army  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  is  detained  as  a  prifoner  by 
the  army  under  your  command. 
It  is  therefore  incumbent  on  me 
to  inform  you  of  the  manner  of  his 
falling  into  your  hands;  he  went 
up  with  a  flag,  at  the  requell  of 
General  Arnold,  on  public  bufi- 
nefs  with  him,  and  had  his  permit 
to  return  by  land  to  New  York. 
Upon  fchefe  circumftances,  Major 
And  re  cannot  be  detained  by  you, 
without  the  greatell  violation  of 
flags,  and  contrary  to  the  culiom 
and  uf  ge  of  all  nations ;  and  as  I 
Imagine  yo&  will  fee  this  in  the 


at  liberty,  and  allowed  to  return 
immediately.  Every  Hep  Major 
Andre  took,  was  by  the  advice  and. 
direction  of  General  Arnold,  even 
that  of  taking  a  feigned  name,  and 
of  courfe  not  liable  to  cenfure 
for  it. 

I  am.  Sir,  not  forgetting  our 
former  acquaintance,  your  very 
humble  fervant, 

Bev,  Robinson, 

Co).  Roy.  A  meric* 
His  Excellency  Gen.  Wajbington . 

New  York,  Sept.  26,  1780. 
Sir, 

BEING  informed  that  the 
king’s  Adjutant-general  in  Ame¬ 
rica  has  been  flopt,  under  Major- 
general  Arnold’s  paflports,  and  is 
detained  a  prifoner  in  your  excel¬ 
lency’s  army,  I  have  the  honour 
to  inform  you.  Sir,  that  I  permit¬ 
ted  Major  Andre  to  go  to  Major- 
general  Arnold,  at  the  particular 
requell  of  that  general  officer.  You 
will  perceive,  Sir,  by  the  mclofed 
paper,  that  a  flag  of  truce  was 
fent  to  receive  Major  Andre,  and 
paflports  granted  for  his  return, 
I  therefore  cannot  have  a  doubt 
but  your  excellency  will  imme¬ 
diately  direbt,  that  this  officer  has 
permiffion  to  return  to  my  orders 
at  New  York. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your 
excellency’s  moll  obedient,  and 
molt  humble  fervant, 

H.  Clinton, 

His  Excellency  Gen.  Wajbington. 

New  York,  Sept.  26,  1780. 
Sir, 

IN  anlwer  to  your  excellency’s 
meffige,  refpebling  your  Adjutant- 
general*  Maj°r  Andre,  and  delN 

yerinsr 
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vering  my  ideas  of  the  reafon 
why  he  is  detained,  being  under 
my  paftports,  I  have  the  honour  to 
inform  you,  that  I  apprehend  a 
few  hours  mud  return  Major  An¬ 
dre  to  your  Excellency’s  orders,  as 
that  officer  is  allured  I  y  under  the 
protection  of  a  Hag  of  truce,  fent 
by  me  to  him,  for  the  purpofe  cf  a 
con verfation,  which  I  requefted  to 
hold  with  him  relating  to  myfelf, 
and  which  I  wifhed  to  commu¬ 
nicate,  through  that  officer,  to 
your  Excellency. 

I  commanded  at  the  time  at 
Weft-point,  and  had  an  undoubted 
right  to  fend  ray  flag  of  truce  for 
Major  Andre,  who  came  to  me 
under  that  protection  ;  and  having 
held  my  converfation  with  him,  I 
delivered  him  confidential  papers 
in  my  own  hand- writing,  to  de¬ 
liver  to  your  Excellency.  Thinking 
it  much  properer  he  fhould  return 
by  land,  I  directed  him  to  make 
ufe  of  the  feigned  name  of  John 
Anderfon,  under  which  he  had  by 
my  diredion  come  on  fhore,  and 
gave  him  my  paflports  to  go  to  the 
White  Plains,  on  his  way  to  New- 

York. -  This  officer  cannot, 

therefore,  fail  of  being  imme¬ 
diately  fent  to  Nevv-York,  as  he 
was  invited  to  a  converfation  with 
me,  for  which  I  fent  him  a  flag  of 
truce,  and  finally  gave  him  pafT- 
ports  for  his  fafe  return  to  your 
excellency  ;  all  which  I  had  then 
a  right,  to  do,  being  in  the  aCtual 
fervice  of  America,  under  the 
orders  of  General  Wafhington, 
and  commanding-general  at  Weft- 
point,  and  its  dependencies. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your 
excellency’s  moft  obedient,  and 
very  humble  fervant, 

B.  Arnold. 

$Cs  Excelltncy  Sir  Henry  Clinton . 
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The  Board  having  confidered  the 
letter  from  his  Excellency  General 
Wafhington  refpeCting  Major  An¬ 
dre,  Adjutant  general  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  army,  the  confefllon  of  Major 
Andre,  and  the  papers  produced 
to  them,  report  to  his  Excellency 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  faCls,  which  appear  to  them 
relative  to  Major  Andre  : 

Firft,  That  he  came  on  fhore 
from  the  Vulture  floop  of  war,  in 
the  night  of  the  21ft  of  September 
inftant,  on  an  interview  with  Ge¬ 
neral  Arnold,  in  a  private  and  fe- 
cret  manner. 

Secondly,  That  he  changed  his 
drefs  within  our  lines  ;  and  under 
a  feigned  name,  and  in  a  difguifed 
habit,  pafled  our  works  at  Stoney 
andvVerplank’s  points,  the, even¬ 
ing  of  the  2 2d  of  September  in¬ 
ftant,  and  was  taken  the  morning 
of  the  23d  of  September  inftant, 
at  Tarry-town,  in  a  difguifed  ha¬ 
bit,  he  being  then  on  his  way  for 
Nevv-York  ;  and  when  taken,  he 
had  in  his  pofleffion  feveral  papers, 
which  contained  intelligence  for 
the  enemy. 

The  Board  having  maturely 
confidered  thefe  fafts,  do  alfo  re¬ 
port  to  his  Excellency  General 
Wafhington,  that  Major  Andre, 
Adjutant-general  to  the  Britifli 
army,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a 
fpy  from  the  enemy,  and  that, 
agreeable  to  the  law  and  ufage 
of  nations,  it  is  their  opinion,  he 
ought  to  fuffer  death. 

o  t  , 

Nathaniel  Green,  major-gene¬ 
ral,  prefident  ;  Stirling,  major- 
general  ;  La  Fayette,  major-gene¬ 
ral  ;  Ar.  St.  Clair,  major-general  ; 
R.  Howe,  major-general ;  Steuben, 
major-general ;  Samuel  H.  Par- 
fons,  brigadier  -  general  ;  James 
Clinton, brigadier-general ;  Henry 
[£  b]  4  Kntfc, 
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K  nox,  brigadier-general  artillery ; 
John  Glover,  brigadier-general  ; 
John  Patterfon,  brigadier-general; 
Edward  Hand,  brigadier-general ; 
J.  Hu  ntington,  brigadier-general; 
John  Starke,  brigadier  -  general  ; 
John  Laurence,  judge  -  advocate- 
general. 

APPENDIX. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Major  Andre, 

Adjutant  -  general ,  to  Sir  Henry 

Clinton,  K.  B.  bfc.  &c. 

Tappan ,  Sept .  29,  1780. 
Sir, 

YOUR  excellency  is  doubtlefs 
already  apprifed  of  the  manner  in 
which  I  was  taken,  and  poffibly  of 
the  ferious  light  in  which  my  con¬ 
duct  is  coniidered,  and  the  rigorous 
determination  that  is  impending. 

Under  thefe  circumdances,  I 
have  obtained  General  Walking- 
ton’s  perxnilhon  to  fend  you  this 
letter,  the  objedt  of  which  is,  to 
remove  from  your  bread  any  fuf- 
picion  that  I  could  imagine  I  was 
bound  by  your  excellency’s  orders 
to  expofe  myfeif  to  what  has  hap¬ 
pened.  The  events  of  coming 
within  an  enemy^s  pods,  and  of 
changing  my  drefs,  which  led  me 
to  my  prefen t  dtuation,  were  con¬ 
trary  to  my  own  intentions,  as 
they  were  to  your  orders  ;  and  the 
circuitous  route  which  I  took  to 
return,  was  impofed,  (perhaps 
unavoidably)  without  alternative, 
upon  me. 

I  am  perfe&Jy  tranquil  in  mind, 
snd  prepared  for  any  fate  to  which 
an  honed  zeal  for  my  king’s  fer- 
vice  may  have  devoted  me. 

In  addrefling  myfeif  to  your 
excellency  on  this  occafion,  the 
force  of  all  my  obligations  to  you, 
of  the  attachment  and  grati¬ 


tude  I  bear  you,  recurs  to  me. 
With  all  the  warmth  of  my  heart, 
I  give  you  thanks  for  your  excel¬ 
lency’s  profufe  kindnefs  to  me  ! 
and  I  fend  you  the  mod  earned 
wifhes  for  your  welfare,  which  a 
faithful,  afFedlionate,  and  refpedl- 
ful  attendant  can  frame. 

I  have  a  mother  and  three 
fiders,  to  whom  the  value  of  my 
commiflion  w'ould  be  an  object,  as 
the  lofs  of  Grenada  has  much 
ade&ed  their  income.  It  is  need- 
lefs  to  be  more  explicit  on  this 
fubjedl ;  I  am  perfuaded  of  your 
excellency’s  goodnefs. 

I  receive  the  greaied  attention 
from  his  excellency  General  Wafh- 
ington,  and  from  every  perfon 
under  whole  charge  I  happen  to 
be  placed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
the  mod  refpe&ful  attachment, 
your  excellency’s  mod  obedient, 
and  mod  humble  fervant, 

John  Andre,  Adjutant-gen, 
(Add  refled) 

His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton t 

K.  B.  &c.  tfc.  &c. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  his  Excellency 
General  Wafhington,  to  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

Head  Quarters ,  Sept*  30,  1780, 

Sir, 

IN  anfwer  to  your  excellency’s 
letter  of  the  26th  indant,  which  I 
had  the  honour  to  receive,  I  am 
to  inform  you,  that  Major  Andre 
was  taken  under  fuch  circum- 
dances,  as  would  have  judided  the 
mod  fummary  proceedings  againd 
him.  I  determined,  however,  to 
refer  his  cafe  to  the  examination 
and  decifion  of  a  board  of  general 
officers,  who  have  reported,  on  his 
free  and  voluntary  confeffion  and 

letters. 
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letters,  te  That  he  came  on  fhore 
from  the  Vulture  floop  of  war,  in 
the  night  of  the  2 1 ft  of  Septem¬ 
ber,”  &c.  Sec.  as  in  the  report  of 
the  board  of  general  officers. 

From  thefe  proceedings  it  is 
evident.  Major  Andre  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  execution  of  mea¬ 
sures  very  foreign  to  the  objects  of 
flags  of  truce,  and  fuch  as  they 
wete  never  meant  to  authorize  or 
countenance  in  the  molt  diftant 
degree;  and  this  gentleman  con- 
feifed,  with  the  greateft  candour, 
in  the  courfe  of  his  examination, 
“  That  it  was  impoffible  for  him 
to  fuppofe,  he  came  on  fhore  under 
the  fanCtion  of  a  £Ue.” 

O 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your 
excellency’s  moll  obedient,  and 
moil  humble  fervant, 

G.  Washington. 

( Addrefled) 

His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton . 

In  this  letter.  Major  Andre’s, 
of  the  29th  of  September,  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  was  tranfmitted. 

Nenv-Tork ,  Sept .  26,  1780. 

Sir, 

PERSUADED  that  you  are 
inclined  rather  to  promote  than 
prevent  the  civilities  and  a&s  of 
humanity,  which  the  rules  of  war 
permit  between  civilized  nations, 
I  find  no  difficulty  in  reprefenting 
to  you,  that  feveral  letters  and 
meffages  fent  from  hence,  have 
been  difregarded,  are  unanfwered, 
and  the  flags  of  truce  that  carried 
them  detained.  As  I  ever  had 
treated  all  flags  of  truce  with  ci¬ 
vility  and  refpeCl,  I  have  a  right 
to  hope,  that  you  will  order  my 
complaint  to  be  immediately  re* 
drefifed. 


Major  Andre,  who  vifited  an 
officer  commanding  in  a  diftrift  at 
his  own  defire,  and  a&ed  in  every 
circumflance  agreeable  to  his  di¬ 
rection,  I  find  is  detained  a  pri- 
foner  :  my  friend fh ip  for  him  leads 
me  to  fear,  he  may  fuffier  fome 
inconvenience  for  want  of  ne- 
ceflaries  ;  I  wifh  to  be  allowed  to 
fend  him  a  few,  and  fhall  take  it 
as  a  favour  if  you  will  be  pleafed 
to  permit  his  fervant  to  deliver 
them.  In  Sir  Henry  Clinton’s  ab- 
fence,  it  becomes  a  part  of  my 
duty  to  make  this  reprefentation 
and  requefi. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  Excellency’s.moft 
obedient  humble  fervant. 

James  Robertson,  Lieut. Gen, 
His  Excellency  Gen .  Wafbington . 

Tapp  an ,  Sept,  50,  1780, 
S  I  R, 

I  HAVE  juft  received  your 
letter  of  the  26th.  Any  delay 
which  may  have  attended  your 
flags  has  proceeded  from  accident, 
and  the  peculiar  circumftances  of 
the  occafion,  not  from  any  inten¬ 
tional  negleft,  or  violation.  The 
letter  that  admitted  of  an  anfwer, 
has  received  one  as  early  as  it 
could  be  given  with  propriety, 
tranfmitted  by  a  flag  this  morning. 
As  to  meffages,  I  am  uninformed 
of  my  that  have  been  fenc. 

The  neceflaries  for  Major  Andre 
will  be  delivered  to  him,  agree¬ 
able  to  your  requeft. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  mofl  obedient 
himble  fervant. 

G.  Washington* 

Us  Excellency  Lieui.  Gen.Robertfon , 
New -Tor 


New* 
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New -Tor  h,  Sept,  30,  3780. 

Sir, 

FROM  your  excellency’s  letter 
of  this  date,,  I  am  perfuaded  the 
Board  of  General  officers,  to  whom 
you  referred  the  cafe  of  Major  An¬ 
dre,  cannot  have  been  rightly  in¬ 
formed  of  all  the  clrcumftances  on 
which  a  judgment  ought  to  be 
formed.  I  think  it  of  the  higheft 
moment  to  humanity,  that  your 
excellency  fhould  be  perfeftly  ap-' 
prized  of  the  hate  of  this  matter, 
before  you  proceed  to  put  that 
judgment  in  execution. 

For  this  reafcn,  I  fhall  fend  his 
Excellency  Lieu  ten  ant-general  Ro- 
bertfon,  and  two  other  gentlemen, 
to  give  you  a  true  ftate  of  fadts, 
and  to  declare  to  you  my  fenti- 
ments  and  refolutions.  They  will 
fet  out  to-morrow  as  early  as  the 
wind  and  tide  will  permit,  and 
wait  near  Dobb’s- ferry  for  your 
permiffion  and  fafe  condudf,  to 
meet  your  Excellency,  or  fuch 
perfons  as  you  may  appoint,  to 
converfe  with  them  on  this  fubjedh 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your 
Excellency’s  moil  obedient  and 
humble  fer van t, 

H.  Clinton. 

P.  S.  The  Hon.  Andrew  Elliot, 
Efq;  Lieutenant  -  governor,  and 
the  Hon.  William  Smith,  Chief 
juftice  of  this  province,  will  attend 
his  Excellency  Lieutenant-general 
Robert fon.  H.  C. 

His  Excellency  Gen .  Wafhington . 

Lieutenant-general  Robertfoi, 
Mr.  Elliot,  and  Mr.  Smith,  cane 
op  in  a  llag  veffel  to  Dobb’s-ferrJ, 
agreeable  to  the  above  letter.  Th* 
two  laft  were  not  buffered  to  land 
General  PWoertfon  was  permittee 
to  come  on  ihore,,  and  was  met  b) 


Major-general  Greene,  who  ver¬ 
bally  reported,  that  General  Ro- 
bertfon  mentioned  to  him  in  fub- 
ftance  what  is  contained  in  his 
letter  of  the  zd  of  Qdtober,  to 
General  Wafhington, 

New-Tork ,  08.  I,  1780* 
Sir, 

I  TAKE  this  opportunity  to 
inform  your  Excellency,  that  I 
confider  myfelf  no  longer  adiing 
under  the  commiffion  of  Congrefs  : 
their  lad  to  me  being  among  my 
papers  at  Weft- Point,  you.  Sir, 
will  make  fuch  ufe  of  it  as  you 
think  proper. 

At  the  fame  time  I  beer  leave  to 

O 

allure  your  Excellency,  that  my 
attachment  to  the  true  intereft  of 
my  country  is  invariable,  and  that 
I  am  actuated  by  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciple  which  has  ever  been  the  go¬ 
verning  rule  of  my  condudl  in  this 
unhappy  conteft. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very 
refpedlfully,  your  Excellency’s  moil 
obedient  humble  fervant. 

B.  Arnold. 

His  Excellency  Gen »  Wafhington, 

Greyhound  Schooner,  Flag  of  Truce , 

Dobb's* Ferry,  Oft.  2,  1780. 

S  1  R, 

A  NOTE  I  have  from  General 
Greene,  leaves  me  in  doubt  if  his 
memory  had  ferved  him  to  relate 
to  you,  with  exadtnefs,  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  converfation  that  had 
paiTed  between  him  and  myfelf, 
on  the  iubjedl  of  Major  Andre  : 
in  an  affair  of  fo  much  confe- 
quence  to  my  friend,  to  the  two 
armies,  and  humanity,  I  would 
leave  no  poffibility  of  a  mifunder- 
ftanding,  and  therefore  take  the 

liberty 
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liberty  to  put  in  writing  the  fub- 
ltance  of  what  1  laid  to  General 
Greene. 

I  offered  to  prove,  by  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  Colonel  Robinfon,  and 
the  officers  of  the  V ulture,  that 
Major  Andre  went  on  fhore  at 
General  Arnold’s  defire,  in  a  boat 
lent  for  him  with  a  flag  of  truce  ; 
that  he  not  only  came  afhore  with 
the  knowledge  and  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  general  who  com¬ 
manded  in  the  diftridt,  but  that 
he  took  no  Hep  while  on  fhore, 
but  by  the  direction  of  General 
Arnold,  as  will  appear  by  the 
inclofed  letter  from  him  to  your 
Excellency.  Under  thefe  circum - 
fiances,  I  could  not,  and  hoped 
you  would  not,  confider  Major 
Andre  as  a  fpy,  for  any  improper 
pnrafe  in  his  letter  to  you. 

The  fads  he  relates  correfpond 
with  the  evidence  I  offer;  but  he 
admits  a  conclufion  that  does  not 
follow.  The  change  of  cloaths 
and  name  was  ordered  by  General 
Arnold,  under  whofe  directions  he 
neceffiarily  was  while  within  his 
command. 

As  General  Greene  and  I  did 
not  agree  in  opinion,  I  wifhed, 
that  difmterelted  gentlemen  of 
knowledge  of  the  law  of  war  and 
nations  might  be  afked  their  opi¬ 
nion  on  the  fubjeCt,  and  men¬ 
tioned  Monfieur  Knyphaufen  and 
General  Rochambault. 

I  related,  that  a  Captain  Ro¬ 
binfon  had  been  delivered  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  as  a  fpy,  and  un¬ 
doubtedly  was  fuch  ;  but  that  it 
being  fignified  to  him,  that  you 
were  defirous  that  the  man  fhould 
be  exchanged,  he  had  ordered  him 
to  be  exchanged. 

I  wifhed  that  an  intercourfe  of 
fuch  civilities,  as  the  rules  of  war 


PAPERS,  [395 

admit  of,  might  take  off  many  of 
its  horrors.  I  admitted  that  Ma¬ 
jor  Andre  had  a  great  ffiare  of 
Sir  Henry  Clinton’s  efteem,  and 
that  he  would  be  infinitely  obliged 
by  his  liberation  ;  and  that,  if  he 
was  permitted  to  return  with  me, 

I  would  engage  to  have  any  perfon 
you  would  be  pleafed  to  name, 
fet  at  liberty. 

1  added,  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
had  never  put  to  death  any  perfon 
for  a  breach  of  the  rules  of  war, 
though  he  had,  and  now  has, 
many  in  his  power.  Under  the 
prefent  circumilances,  much  good 
may  abfe  from  humanity,  much 
ill  from  the  want  of  it.  If  that 
could  give  any  weight,  I  beg  leave 
to  add,  that  ycur  favourable  treat¬ 
ment  of  Major  Andre,  will  be  a 
favour  l  fhould  ever  be  intent  to 
return  to  any  you  hold  dear. 

My  memory  does  not  retain, 
with  the  exadnefs  I  could  wifh, 
the  words  of  the  letter  which  Gel 
neral  Greene  f hewed  me  from  Ma¬ 
jor  Ancre  to  your  Excellency. 
For  Sir  Henry  Clinton’s  Tatif- 
iaCtion,  I  beg  you  will  order  a 
copy  of  it  to  be  fent  to  me  at 
New-York. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your 
Excellency’s  mo  ft  obedient  and 
mod  humble  fervant, 

James  Robertson. 
His  Excellency  Gen.  Wajhington . 

New -Tor  k ,  Off.  i,  1780. 
Sir, 

THE  polite  attention  ffiewn 
by  your  Excellency  and  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  your  family  to  Mrs.  Ar¬ 
nold,  when  in  diltrefs,  demands 
my  grateful  acknowledgmen t  and 
thanks,  which  I  beg  leave  to  pre* 
fent. 

From 


/ 
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From  your  Excellency’s  letter  to 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  I  find  a  Board 
of  General  Officers  have  given  it 
as  their  opinion,  that  Major  Andre 
comes  under  the  defcription  of  a 
fpy :  my  good  opinion  of  the  can¬ 
dour  and  juftice  of  thofe  gentlemen 
leads  me  to  believe,  that  if  they 
had  been  made  fully  acquainted 
with  every  circumftance  refpeiling 
Major  Andre,  they  would  by  no 
means  have  confidered  him  in  the 
light  of  a  fpy,  or  even  of  a  pri- 
foner.  In  juftice  to  him,  I  think 
at  my  duty  to  declare,  that  he 
came  from  on  board  the  Vulture 
at  my  particular  requeft,  by  a  flag 
lent  on  purpofe  for  him  by  Jofhua 
Smith,  Efq;  who  had  permiffion  to 
go  to  Dobb’s-ferry  to  carry  letters, 
and  for  other  purpofes  not  men¬ 
tioned,  and  to  return.  This  was 
done  as  a  blind  to  the  fpy-boats. 
Mr.  Smith  at  the  fame  time  had 
my  private  directions  to  go  on 
board  the  Vulture,  and  bring  on 
fhore  Colonel  Robinfon,  or  Mr. 
John  Anderfon,  which  was  the 
name  I  had  requeued  Major  An¬ 
dre  to  aflame  :  at  the  fame  time  I 
defired  Mr.  Siriith  to  inform  him, 
that  he  flip u Id  have  my  prote&ion, 
and  a  fafe  paffport  to  return  in  the 
fame  boat,  as  foon  as  our  bufmefs 
was  completed.  As  feveral  acci¬ 
dents  intervened  to  prevent  his 
being  fent  on  board,  I  gave  him 
my  paffport  to  return  by  land. 
Major  Andre  came  on  fhore  in 
bis  uniform  (without  difguife) 
which,  with  much  reluttance,  at 
rny  particular  and  preffing  infiance, 
be  exchanged  for  another  coat.  I 


to  tranfaft  all  thefe  matters,  which, 
if  wrong.  Major  Andre  ought  by 
no  means  to  fuffer  for  them. 

But  if,  after  this  juft  and  can¬ 
did  reprefen tation  of  Major  An¬ 
dre’s  cafe,  the  Board  of  General 
Officers  adhere  to  their  former 
opinion,  I  fhall  fuppofe  it  di&ated 
by  paffion  and  refen tment ;  and  if 
that  gentleman  fhould  fuffer  the 
feverity  of  their  fentence,  I  fhould 
think  myfelf  bound  by  every  tie 
of  duty  and  honour,  to  retaliate 
on  fuch  unhappy  perfons  of  your 
army  as  may  fall  within  my  power, 
that  the  refpedt  due  to  flags,  and 
to  the  law  of  nations,  may  be 
better  underftood  and  obferved. 

I  have  farther  to  obferve,  that 
forty  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  South  Carolina  have  juftly  for¬ 
feited  their  lives,  which  have  hi¬ 
therto  been  fpared  by  the  cle¬ 
mency  of  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  who  cannot  in  juftice 
extend  his  mercy  to  them  any 
longer,  if  Major  Andre  fuffers  ; 
which,  in  all  probability,  will  open 
a  fcene  of  blood,  at  which  hu¬ 
manity  will  revolt. 

Suffer  me  to  intreat  your  Ex¬ 
cellency,  for  your  own,  and  the 
honour  of  humanity,  and  the  love 
you  have  of  juftice,  that  you  fuffer 
not  an  unjuft  fentence  to  touch  the 
life  of  Major  Andre. 

But  if  this  warning  fhould  be 
difregarded,  and  he  fuffer,  I  call 
heaven  and  earth  to  witnefs,  that 
your  Excellency  will  be  juftly  an- 
fwerable  for  the  torrent  of  blood 
that  may  be  fpilt  in  confequence. 


furnifhed  him  with  a  hone  and 
faddle,  and  pointed  out  the  route 
by  which  he  was  to  return  :  and  as 
commanding  officer  in  the  depart¬ 
ment,  I  had  an  undoubted  right 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
due  refpedl,  your  Excellency’s  molt 
obedient  and  very  humble  fervant, 

B.  Arnold. 

His  Excellency  Gen.  Wajhington . 

<Tappan3t 
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Tappatty  Oft.  I,  1 7 Bo. 

Sir, 

BUOYED  above  the  terror  of 
death,  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  a 
life  devoted  to  honourable  purfuits, 
and  ftained  with  no  aCtion  that 
can  give  me  remorfe,  I  truft  that 
the  requeft  I  make  tc  your  Excel¬ 
lency  at  this  ferious  period,  and 
which  is  to  foften  my  laft  mo¬ 
ments,  will  not  be  rejected. 

Sympathy  towards  a  loldier  will 
furely  induce  your  Excellency  and 
a  military  tribunal  to  adapt  the 
mode  of  my  death  to  the  feelings 
of  a  man  of  honour. 

Let  me  hope.  Sir,  that  if  aught 
in  my  character  impreffes  you  with 
cffeem  towards  me,  if  aught  in  my 
misfortunes  marks  me  as  the  victim 
of  policy,  and  not  of  refentment,  I 
fhall  experience  the  operation  of 
thefe  feelings  in  your  breaft,  by 
being  informed  that  I  am  not  to 
die  on  a  gibbet. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your 
Excellency’s  molt  obedient,  and 
molt  humble  fervant, 

John  Andre, 

Adj.  Gen.  to  the  Britifh  Army. 

The  time  which  elapfed  between 
the  capture  of  Major  Andre,  which 
was  the  23d  of  September,  and 
his  execution,  which  did  not  take 
place  till  twelve  o’clock  on  the 
2d  of  October  ;  the  mode  ot  try¬ 
ing  him  ;  his  letter  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  K.  B.  on  the  29th  of 
September,  in  which  he  fa^ ,  <e  I 
receive  the  greatefl  attention  from 
his  Excellency  General  Wafhing- 
ton,  and  from  every  perfon  under 
whofe  charge  I  happen  to  be 
placed;”  not  to  mention  many 
other  acknowledgments  which  he 
made  of  the  good  treatment  he 
received  ;  mult  evince,  that  the 
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proceedings  againft  him  were  not 
guided  by  paffion  or  refentment. 
The  praClice  and  ufage  of  war 
were  againft  his  requeft,  and  made 
the  indulgence  he  folicited,  cir- 
cumftanced  as  he  was,  inadmiflible. 

Publilhed  by  order  of  Congrefs, 

Charles  Thomson. 


General  Arnolds  AddreJ's  to  the  In - 
habitants  of  America,  after  having 
abandoned  the  Service  of  the  Con - 
grefs. 

Nevj-Xorky  Oei*  7,  1 780, 

T  SHOULD  forfeit,  even  in  my 
own  opinion,  the  place  I  have 
fo  long  held  in  your’s,  if  I  could 
be  indifferent  to  your  approbation, 
and  filent  on  the  motives  which 
have  induced  me  to  join  the  king’s 
arms. 

A  very  few  words,  however,  fhall 
fuffice  upon  a  fubjeCt  fo  perfonal  ; 
for  to  the  thoufands  who  fuffer 
under  the  tyranny  of  the  usurpers 
in  the  revolted  provinces,  as  well 
as  to  the  great  multitude  who 
have  long  wifhed  for  its  fubverfion, 
this  inftance  of  my  conduct  can. 
want  no  vindication;  and  as  to 
the  clafs  of  men  who  are  criminally 
protracting  the  war  from  finifter 
views  at  the  expence  of  the  public 
intereft,  1  prefer  their  enmity  to 
their  applaufe.  I  am,  therefore, 
only  concerned  in  this  addrefs  to 
explain  myfelf  to  fuch  of  my  coun¬ 
trymen,  ns  want  abilities  or  op¬ 
portunities  to  deteft  the  artifices 
by  which  they  are  duped. 

Having  fought  by  your  fide  when 
the  love  of  our  country  animated 
our  arms,  I  fhall  expeCt,  from  yqur 
juftice  and  candour,  what  your  de¬ 
ceivers,  with  more  art  and  lefs 

honefty. 
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honefty,  will  find  it  inconfiftent 
with  their  own  views  to  admit. 

When  I  quitted  domeftic  happi- 
nefs  for  the  perils  of  the  field,  I 
conceived  the  rights  of  my  coun¬ 
try  in  danger,  and  that  duty  and 
honour  called  me  to  her  defence. 
A  redrefs  of  grievances  was  my 
only  obje£l  and  aim  ;  however,  I 
acquiefcedinaflep  which  I  thought 
precipitate,  the  declaration  of  in¬ 
dependence  :  to  jufiify  this  mea- 
fure,  many  plaufible  reafons  were 
urged,  which  could  no  longer  exift, 
when  Great  Britain,  with  the  open 
arms  of  a  parent,  offered  to  em¬ 
brace  us  as  children,  and  grant 
the  wilhed-for  redrefs. 

And  now  that  her  word  enemies 
are  in  her  own  boforn,  1  fhould 
change  my  principles,  if  I  con- 
fpired  with  their  defigns ;  your- 
felves  being  judges,  was  the  war 
the  lefs  juft,  hecaufe  fellow-fubjeds 
were  confidered  as  our  foe?  You 
have  felt  the  torture  in  which  we 
have  raifed  our  arms  againft  a 
brother.  God  incline  the  guilty 
protradlers  of  thefe  unnatural  dif- 
fenfions  to  reiign  their  ambition, 
and  eeafe  from  their  delufions,  in 
compaffion  to  kindred  blood  ! 

I  anticipate  your  queftion.  Was 
not  the  war  a  defen  five  one,  until 
the  French  joined  in  the  combi¬ 
nation  ?  I  anfwer,  that  I  thought 
fo.  You  will  add.  Was  it  not 
afterwards  neceffary,  till  the  fepa- 
ration  of  the  Britifh  empire  was 
complete?  By  no  means;  in  con¬ 
tending  for  the  welfare  of  my 
country,  I  am  free  to  declare  my 
opinion,  that  this  end  attained, 
all  ftrife  fhould  have  ceafed. 

I  lamented,  therefore,  the  im¬ 
policy,  tyranny,  and  injuftice, 
which,  with  a  fovereign  contempt 
of  the  people  of  America,  ftudi- 


oufly  negledted  to  take  their  col¬ 
lective  fentiments  of  the  Britiili 
propofals  of  peace,  and  to  nego- 
ciate,  under  a  fufpenfion  of  arms, 
for  an  adjuftment  of  differences  ; 
I  lamented  it  as  a  dangerous  fa- 
crifice  of  the  great  interefts  of  this 
country,  to  the  partial  views  of 
a  proud,  ancient,  and  crafty  foe. 
I  had  my  fufpicions  of  fome  im¬ 
perfections  in  the  councils,  on  pro¬ 
pofals  prior  to  the  parliamentary 
com  million  of  1778;  but  having 
then  lefs  to  do  in  the  cabinet  than 
the  field  (I  will  not  pronounce  pe¬ 
remptorily,  as  fome  may,  and  per¬ 
haps  juftly,  that  Congrefs  have 
veiled  them  from  the  public  eye) 
I  continued  to  be  guided  in  the 
negligent  confidence  of  a  foldier. 
But  the  whole  world  faw,  and  all 
America  confeffed,  that  the  over¬ 
tures  of  the  fecond  com  million 
exceeded  our  wifhes  and  expecta¬ 
tions  ;  and  if  there  was  any  fuf- 
picion  of  the  national  liberality, 
it  arofe  from  its  excels. 

Do  any  believe  we  were  at  that 
time  really  entangled  by  an  alli¬ 
ance  with  France?  Unfortunate 
deception  !  they  have  been  duped 
by  a  virtuous  credulity,  in  the  in¬ 
cautious  moments  of  intemperate 
paftion,  to  give  up  their  felicity  to 
ferve  a  nation  wanting  both  the 
will  ana  power  to  protect  us5  and 
aiming  at  the  deftru&ion  both  of 
the  mother  country  and  the  pro¬ 
vinces.  In  the  plainnefs  of  com¬ 
mon  fenfe,  for  I  pretend  to  no 
cafuiftry,  did  the  pretended  treaty 
with  the  court  of  Verfailles, 
amount  to  more  than  an  overture 
to  America  ?  Certainly  not,  be- 
caule  no  authority  had  been  given 
by  the  people  to  conclude  it,  nor 
to  this  very  hour  have  they  autho- 
rifed  its  ratification.  The  articles 
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of  confederation  remain  Hill  an- 
figned. 

In  the  firm  perfuafion,  therefore, 
that  the  private  judgment  of  an 
individual  citizen  of  this  country 
is  as  free  from  all  conventional 
reftraints,  fince  as  before  the  infi- 
dious  offers  of  France,  I  preferred 
thofe  from  Great-Britain  ;  think¬ 
ing  it  infinitely  vvifer  and  fafer  to 
call  my  confidence  upon  her  juilice 
and  generofity,  than  to  trail  a 
monarchy  too  feeble  tc  eftablifh 
your  independency,  fo  perilous  to 
her  diftant  dominions  ;  the  enemy 
of  the  Protellant  faith,  and  frau¬ 
dulently  avowing  an  affeflion  for 
the  liberties  of  mankind,  while  Die 
holds  her  native  Tons  in  vaffahge 
and  chains. 

I  affeft  no  difguife,  and  there¬ 
fore  frankly  declare,  that  in  thefe 
principles  I  had  determined  to 
retain  my  arms  and  command  for 
an  opportunity  to  Surrender  them 
to  Great  Britain  ;  and  in  con¬ 
certing  the  meafures  fora  purpofe, 
in  my  opinion,  as  grateful  as  it 
would  have  been  beneficial  to  my 
country,  I  was  only  folicitous  to 
accomplifh  an  event  of  decifive 
importance,  and  to  prevent,  as 
much  as  poflible,  in  the  execution 
of  it,  the  effufion  of  blood. 

With  the  hi?heft  fatisfaflion  I 

o 

bear  teltimony  to  my  old  feliow- 
foldiers  and  citizens,  that  I  lind 
folid  ground  to  rely  upon  the  cle'- 
mency  of  our  fovereign,  and  abun¬ 
dant  convi&ion  that  it  is  the  ge¬ 
nerous  intention  of  Great-Britain 
not  only  to  leave  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  colonies  unim¬ 
paired,  together  with  their  per¬ 
petual  exemption  from  taxation, 
but  to  fuperadd  fuch  farther  be¬ 
nefits  as  may  confilt  with  the  com¬ 
mon  profperity  of  the  empire.  In 
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fhort,  I  fought  for  much  lefs  than 
the  parent  country  is  as  willing 
to  grant  to  her  colonies  as  they 
can  be  to  receive  or  enjoy. 

Some  may  think  I  continued  in 
the  flruggle  of  thefe  unhappy  days 
too  long,  and  others  that  t  quitted 
it  too  foon. — To  the  fir  ft  I  reply, 
that  I  did  not  fee  with  their  eyes, 
nor  perhaps  had  fo  favourable  a 
lituation  to  look  from,  and  that  to 
our  common  mailer  I  am  willing 
to  Hand  or  fall.  In  behalf  of  the 
candid  among  the  latter,  fome  of 
whom  I  believe  ferve  blindly  but 
honeftlv — in  the  bands  I  have  left, 
I  pray  God  to  give  them  all  the 
lights  requifite  to  their  own  fafety 
before  it  is  too  late  :  and  with 
refpefl  to  that  herd  of  cenfurers, 
whofe  enmity  to  me  originates  in 
their  hatred  to  the  principles  by 
which  I  am  now  led  to  devote  my 
life  to  the  re-union  of  the  Britifh 
empire,  as  the  beft  and  only  means 
to  dry  up  the  ftreams  of  mifery 
that  have  deluged  thk.  country, 
they  may  be  allured,  that,  con- 
fcious  of  the  rectitude  of  my  in¬ 
tentions,  I  (hall  treat  their  Malice 
and  calumnies  with  contempt  and 
negledt. 

B.  Arnold, 


Addrefs  of  Sir  George  Savile  to  his 
Conjiituents . 

fo  the  Gentlemen ,  Clergy ,  and  Free¬ 
holders ,  of  the  County  of  York, 

Gentlemen, 

VENTURE  once  more  to 
make  you  a  tender  of  my  fer- 
vice  in  Parliament.  Give  me  leave, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  offer  you  rry 
cordial  thanks  for  all  the  induu 
gencies  you  have  fhewn  me;  ani 
for  your  kind  acceptance  of  my 
endeavours  to  perform  the  duty  1 

had 
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had  undertaken.  I  look  upon  that 
partiality  and  favour  as  a  mod 
honourable  tedimony,  becaufe  it 
proves  that  you  entertain  a  con¬ 
viction  of  the  purity  of  my  inten¬ 
tions,  fufficient  to  make  you  over¬ 
look  every  thing  amifs  which  did 
.not  proceed  from  the  will. 

In  renewing  my  defire  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  your  fervice,  I  think  it, 
however,  my  duty  to  confefs  to 
you,  that  it  has  not  been  without 
much  ferious  confideration,  and 
more  than  common  hefitation, 
that  I  have  determined  upon  it. 
I  mud  not  omit  making  you 
aware,  that  it  is  by  no  means 
probable  I  fhould  be  able  even  to 
perform  the  mere  duty  of  attend¬ 
ance  as  punctually  a?  I  have  hi¬ 
therto  done  ;  efpecially  if  the  du¬ 
ration  of  parliament  ihould  prove 
to  be  for  feven  y.ears.  By  what  I 
have  in  fome  degree  experienced 
already,  I  have  no  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  fo  long  a  continuance  of  fuch 
an  attendance  would  be  perfectly 
confident  with  my  health. 

there  is  fomething  more 
fericus  I  have  to  fay  to  you  on 
thh  fubjeCl.  The  fatisfaCtion  and 
banour  of  attending  your  budnefs 
iiave  ever  overbalanced  the  labour  : 
but  my  attendance  during  the  lad 
parliament  has  been  fomething 
worfe  than  laborious ;  it  has  been 
difcouraging,  grievous,  and  pain¬ 
ful.  Look  back,  for  a  moment, 
upon  the  things  which  have  been 
done,  or  (being  done)  have  been 
approved  of,  by  that  body,  of 
which  I  have  been  a  condituent 
part.  Compare  the  prefent  with 
the  pad  fituation  of  public  affairs. 
Whether  glory,  conqued,  and 
riches ;  or  peace,  content,  liberty, 
and  the  enjoyment  of  your  condi¬ 
tional  rights,  be  your  principal 


objeCts — In  which  of  them  have 
you  been  gratified?  I  have  been, 
in  my  collective  capacity,  a  par¬ 
ty  to  all  thefe  changes,  and  to 
all  the  meafures  which  have  pro¬ 
duced  them  :  fupported  in  this 
mortifying  fituation  with  one  only 
confolation,  a  very  great  one  in~ 
deed  to  my  own  mind,  that  of 
being  able  to  affure  you,  that  there 
has  been  no  one  meafure,  of  all 
thofe  that  have  proved  fo  ruinous 
and  fatal,  which  I  have  not,  as  an 
individual,  refided,  to  the  utmod 
of  ray  power.  A  poor,  barren, 
ineffectual  negative  ;  and  a  mife~ 
rable  claim  to  your  favour,  to  have 
failed  (as  far  as  ray  power  and 
dender  efforts  are  in  quedion) 
almod  in  every  point  regarding 
thofe  rights,  and  that  profperity, 
which  I  was  fpecially  chofen  to 
cultivate  and  maintain. 

I  return  to  you,  therefore,  baffled 
and  difpirited,  and  I  am  forry 
that  truth  obliges  me  to  add,  with 
hardly  a  ray  of  hope  of  feeing  any 
change  in  the  miferable  courfe  of 
public  calamities. 

On  this  melancholy  day  of  ac¬ 
count  in  rendering  up  to  you  my 
trud,  I  deliver  to  you  your  fhare 

of  a  country  maimed  and  weaken- 
* 

ed,  its  treafure  lavished  and  mif- 
fpent,  its  honours  faded,  and  its 
conduCt  the  laughing-dock  of  Eu¬ 
rope;  our  nation  in  a  manner 
without  allies  or  friends,  except 
fuch  as  we  have  hired  to  dedroy 
our  fellow- fubjeCts,  and  to  ravage 
a  country,  in  which  we  once 
claimed  an  invaluable  {hare.  I 
return  to  you  fome  of  your  prin¬ 
cipal  privileges  impeached  and 
mangled.  And,  ladly,  I  leave 
you,  as  I  conceive,  at  this  hour 
and  moment,  fully,  effectually,  and 
abfolutely  under  the  difcretion  and 

power 


PAPERS. 


STATE 

power  of  a  military]  force,  which 
is  to  act  without  waiting  for  the 
authority  of  the  civil  magiftrates  ; 
for  it  is  fit  you  lhould  know,  if 
you  are  not  already  informed,  that 
an  order  ilfued  in  London  (at  a 
moment  when  the  violence  of  the 
riots,  and  the  remiflnefs  of  the 
civil  magiftrate  might  render  ne- 
ceftary  an  extraordinary  and  vio¬ 
lent  temporary  exertion  of  the 
military)  that  order,  I  fay,  has, 
as  I  have  good  grounds  to  believe, 
been  extended  to  the  whole  king¬ 
dom  ;  where  neither  of  thofe 
caufes  exifted  in  any  degree  fuffi- 
cient  to  juftify  fo  decifive  and 
extraordinary  a  meafure  ;  and  I  do 
not  know  of  that  order  being  re¬ 
called. 

In  this  ftate  of  public  affairs, 
and  with  this  account  to  render  of 
my  com  million,  judge  whether  I 
can  boldly  and  chearfully,  or  fup- 
ported  by  any  rational  confidence, 
boaft  to  you  as  candidates  are  wont 
to  do,  of  what  I  will  do,  and  what 
I  will  undertake  for  your  fervice. 

For  this  reafon,  avoiding  even 
the  ufual  ftyle  of  fuch  addrefles, 
and  forbearing  as  well  the  forward 
promifes  as  the  fuperficial  hum- 
blenefs  of  phrafe  in  ufe  on  thefe 
occafions,  I  make  it  a  folemn  duty 
to  lay  before  you,  without  difguife 
or  palliation,  the  prefent  ftate  of 
your  concerns  as  they  appear  to 
me,  and  the  gloomy  profpeCt  which 
lies  before  us. 

Some  have  been  accufea  of  ex¬ 
aggerating  the  public  misfortunes, 
nay  of  having  endeavoured  to  help 
forward  the  mifchief,  that  they 
might  afterwards  raife  difcontents. 

I  am  willing  to  hope,  that  neither 
my  temper,  nor  my  fituation  in 
life,  will  be  thought  naturally  to 
urge  me  to  promote  mifery,  dif- 

Voe.  XXIII. 
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cord,  or  confufion  ;  or  to  exult  in 
the  fubverfion  of  order,  or  in  the 
ruin  of  property.  I  have  no  rea¬ 
fon  to  contemplate  with  pleafure 
the  poverty  of  our  country,  the 
increafe  of  our  debts,  and  of  our 
taxes :  or  the  decay"of  our  com¬ 
merce — Truft  not,  however,  to 
my  report.  RefleCt,  compare,  and 
judge  for  yourfelves. 

But  under  all  thefe difheartening 
circumftances,  I  could  yet  enter.* 
tain  a  chearful  hope,  and  under¬ 
take  again  the  commiffion  with 
alacrity,  as  well  as  zeal,  if  I  could 
fee  any  effectual  fteps  taken  to  re¬ 
move  the  original  caule  of  the 
mifchief.  “  Then  would  there  be 
a  hope.” 

Till  the  purity  of  the  conftituent 
body,  and  thereby  that  of  the 
reprefentative  be  reftored,  there  is 

NONE. 

While  the  electors  fell  their 
voices  to  the  member,  and  the 
member  diftreftes  his  fortune  to 
buy  them,  parliament  will  be  the 
purchafe  of  the  minifter.  Parlia¬ 
ment-men  will  find  ways  of  par¬ 
taking  other  advantages  than 
merely  their  {hare  in  common  with 
you,  of  thofe  good  meafures  which 
they  fhail  promote,  and  of  thofe 
good  laws  which  they  fhail  enaCt 
for  your  government  and  their 
own  :  and  the  modern  improved 
arts  of  corruption,  by  contracts, 
fubfcriptions,  and  jobs,  is  attended 
with  this  perverfe  and  vexatious 
confequence  ;  that  their  benefit  is 
not  only  unconnected  with  your’s, 
but  it  grows  upon  your  diftrefs. 
They  feed  on  the  expence  ;  they 
fatten  on  every  extravagance  that 
art  and  ill  conduCt  can  engraft  on 
the  natural  difadvantages  of  a  re¬ 
mote,  rafh,  ill-fated,  impolitic, 
and  unfuccefsful  war :  the  mi- 
[Cr]  nifter** 
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nifter?s  dired  intereft  (nay  his 
fafety)  mean  while,  requiring  him 
to  pulh  the  defperate  game,  and 
even  in  felf-defence,  to  increafe 
that  very  expence  which  is  his 
crime ;  to  entrench  himfelf  dill 
deeper  in  corruption,  and  by  head¬ 
long  and  unmeafured  extrava¬ 
gance,  to  have  the  means  of  j uni¬ 
fying  to  the  faithful  Commons, 
his  former  mifmanagement  and 
jnifdeeds.— See  where  this  ends, 
but  forget  not  where  it  begins, 

I  am  led  here  very  naturally  to 
fpeak  upon  the  fubje£t  of  certain 
regulations,  which  have  been  the 
object  of  your  late  aflemblies 
and  deliberations.  Indeed,  I  have 
brought  myfelf  to  this  matter  al- 
mod  unavoidably,  but  not  unwil¬ 
lingly.  I  gladly  embrace  this  molt 
public  opportunity  of  delivering 
my  fentiments,  not  only  to  all  my 
condiments,  but  to  thole  likewife, 
not  my  condiments,  whom  yet  in 
the  large  fenfe  I  reprefent,  and  am 
faithfully  to  ferve ;  not  only  to 
twenty  thoufand,  my  ele&ors,  but 
to  hundreds  of  thoqfands,  in  the 
county  I  reprefent,  (to  go  no  far¬ 
ther)  who  are  to  fuffer  under  the 
bad  conduct  of  parliament  ;  and 
of  declaring  my  intentions,  re¬ 
garding  the  two  chief  articles  con¬ 
tained  in  the  refolutions  agreed  to 
at  your  late  meetings  ;  1  mean, 
rendering  parliaments  triennial, 
and  adding  to  the  number  of  coun¬ 
ty  reprefentatives. 

I  do  intend  to  give  my  voice, 
if  I  have  the  honour  of  continuing 
In  your  fervice,  for  the  change  of 
feptennial  parliaments.  And  this, 
not  becaufe  I  am  fo  fanguine  as 
fome  are,  in  a  full  perfualion,  that 
it  will  be  a  cure  for  all  our  evils  ; 
po,  nor  even  that  I  promife  my¬ 
felf  it  \y111  be  attended  with  any 


fuch  fare  hope  of  confiderable  ad~ 
vantage,  (at  lead,  if  unaccom¬ 
panied  by  fome  other  Heps  tending 
to  purify  the  fources  of  election 
and  reprefentation)  but  chiefly,  be-r 
caufe,  on  the  befl:  information  I 
have  obtained,  I  havereafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  it  is  the  mind  and  delire  of  a 
very  large  number  of  my  conditu- 
ents :  this  feeming  to  me  to  be  the 
onepoint  (atlead  withdidinguifhed 
preference)  on  which  the  fender, 
not  he  who  is  fent,  has  the  perfect 
right  to  judge  ;  and  that,  even  if 
after  all,  I  Ihould  have  midaken 
their  general  fenfe,  it  will  be  at 
lead  the  fafer  error  ;  lince  there  is 
a  manifed  difference  between  the 
obtruding  one’s  felf  for  feven  years 
on  him  who  wifhes  to  have  his 
choice  again  at  the  end  of  three  j 
and  returning  for  his  approbation 
at  three,  when  he  might  perhaps, 
have  been  well  content  to  truit 
one  for  feven. 

I  have  a  momentary  pleafure  in 
adding  (efpecially  when  fupported 
by  your  opinions)  that  I  am  willing 
to  flatter  myfelf,  rather  good  than 
evil  may  arife  from  the  change. 

But  I  look  uponredoring  election 
and  reprefentation  in  fome  degree 
(for  I  expert  no  miracles)  to  their 
original  purity,  to  be  that,  with¬ 
out  which  all  other  efforts  will  be 
vain  and  ridiculous.  The  tenant- 
right,  or  good-will  of  a  leafe  of 
three  years,  is  as  faleable  as  that 
of  a  leafe  of  feven.  It  will  find 
its  price  at  both  the  London  and 
country  markets.  It  will  be  bought, 
it  will  be  fold.  The  member  will 
be  as  manageable,  if  the  condi- 
tuent  be  as  venal.  And  they  will 
not  be  afraid  to  meet  at  market  as 
often  as  you  pleafe. 

The  adding  to  the  county  repre* 
fenUtioUj,  if  by  no  means  a  perfect 

cure. 
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cure.  Teems  yet  to  me  to  be  the 
plained  and  bed  propofition  for 
this  purpofe,  that  has  yet  come 
under  my  obfervation.  I  trud, 
likewife,  it  may  be  practicable. 
I  therefore  embrace  it,  not  only 
from  a  deference  to  your  opinion, 
but  with  an  approbation  of  my 
own.  Yet,  not  flattering  you,  that 
it  appears  to  me  one  of  thofe  mat¬ 
ters  eafy  of  execution,  or  to  be 
done  with  a  thought ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  it  is  more  complicated  (as  it 
Teems  to  me  more  effectual)  than 
the  firft-mentioned  alteration.  But 
this  is  no  time  to  talk  of  fmall 
rubs,  or  difficulties.  If  fomething 
be  not  done,  you  may,  indeed, 
retain  the  outward  form  of  your 
conditution,  but  not  the  power 
thereof. 

For  it  is  too  ferious  a  truth  to 
be  concealed,  and,  indeed,  it  is  too 
late  ferioufly  to  attempt  to  conceal 
it,  that  if  the  eleClors,  forgetting 
the  folemn  duty  they  owe  to  the 
millions  of  their  fellow-fubjeCls, 
whofe  rights  they  are  in  the  fird 
indance  intruded  with  ;  if,  for¬ 
getting  the  facred  trud  repofed  in 
them,  of  choofing  thofe  who  are 
to  govern  thofe  millions;  if,  for¬ 
getting  that  they  are  therefore  a 
iort  of  reprefentatives  of  all  the 
people  (who  would  be  too  nume¬ 
rous  to  vote  themfelves)  ;  I  fay,  if 
forgetting  thefe  things,  and  fhame- 
fully  prodituting  themfelves,  they 
are  become  fo  profligate  as  to  fell 
themfelves  and  their  country  ;  let 
them  not  wonder  (nay,  fcarcely 
can  they  complain  without  fhame) 
if  thofe  whom  they  choofe,  imi¬ 
tating  their  conduct,  retail  daily 
thofe  rights  which  they  have 
bought,  whether  it  be  at  the  fep- 
iennial,  triennial,  or  annual  fairs. 
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and  markets.  We  can  converfe 
thus  without  a  blufli. 

Neither  time  permits,  nor  does 
propriety  allow  me  to  enter  into 
arguments  in  fupport  of  a  fenti- 
ment  of  which  (much  I  think  to 
your  honour)  you  have  declared 
your  approbation.  But  although 
it  fuits  neither  the  time,  nor  the 
circumdance,  to  argue  and  debate, 

I  trud  you  will  not  think  I  am  out 
of  the  line  of  propriety,  of  duty, 
or  of  the  refpeCt  I  owe  you,  in  thus 
making  a  public  declaration  of 
my  opinions  and  intentions  in 
matters  concerning  vvhich,  after 
the  tender  I  have  made  of  my 
fervice,  you  have  an  unquedion- 
able  right,  as  you  mud  have  a 
natural  with,  to  be  informed. 

When  I  began  this  paper,  I  had 
reafon  to  believe  the  time  preffed  ; 
I, was  foon  confirmed  in  what  I  had 
heard.  It  was  become  material  to 
addrefs  you  quickly,  if  at  all  :  but 
although  what  I  have  written  has 
been  the  work  of  a  few  hours,  do 
not  think  that  the  matter  has  not 
again  and  again  been  the  fubjeCt 
of  deliberate  thought.  I  fhould 
not  have  dared  to  have  prefented 
you  with  crude  nnd  undigeded 
ideas,  or  the  fancy  of  a  moment : 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  fo  inat¬ 
tentive  have  I  been  to  the  advan¬ 
tages  this  addrefs  might  receive, 
in  its  form,  from  the  affiftance  of 
abler  perfons  than  myfelf,  that  I 
venture  to  fubmit  it  thus  publicly 
to  you,  without  the  opportunity  of 
communicating  it  to  thofe  whofe 
principles,  judgment,  and  line  of 
conduct  in  the  public  walk,  I  have 
been  habituated  to  look  up  to  with 
hgh  refpedt  and  edeem. 

My  bufinefs  is  not  to  write  ably 
to  you,  but  to  write  with  fincerity. 

The 
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The  relation  that  ftands  now  be¬ 
tween  us,  gives  you  a  right,  if  I 
may  fo  fpeak,  to  my  unmended 
fentiments  ;  and  I  willingly  fub- 
mit  every  defedt  to  your  cenfure, 
rather  than  be  fuppofed  to  ufe  ma¬ 
nagement  and  art,  or  to  conduit 
what  is  conformable  to  perfonal  or 
party  confiderations,  inftead  of  that 
which  unbridled  truth  (according 
to  my  conception  of  it)  , requires  of 
me.  What  farther  fteps  may  be  in 
contemplation  towards  obtaining 
the  laudable  objedt  of  our  wilhes, 
I  do  not  know  :  but  it  is  not  pro¬ 
bable  that  what  has  lately  arifen 
will  llaeken  the  zeal  of  thofe  who 
have  already  hepped  forward  in 
the  bufmefs.  With  that  idea  upon 
my  mind,  it  is  impoffible  for  me 
to  conclude  without  expreffing  an 
earned;  vvilh,  that  whatever  is 
thought  of  may  be  purfued  with 
that  true  fpirit  of  firmnefs  and 
moderation,  which  belongs  to  the 
caufe  of  juftice;  and  above  all, 
that  by  every  means  that  can  be 


devifed,  a  good  undemanding  and 
union  may  be  infured  amongd 
refpedtable  men  of  all  ranks  and 
descriptions,  who  agree  in  the 
main  principles  of  liberty  ;  al¬ 
though  there  may  be  lhades  of  dif¬ 
ference  in  fmaller  points,  or  in 
matters  not  calling  for  immediate 
difeuhion.  Indeed,  you  will  find 
it  true  wifdom,  and  a  very  hon¬ 
ourable  policy,  to  hrengthen  the 
caufe  of  your  country  with  every 
honed:  aid  that  can  be  obtained.— 
No  public  caufe  ’was  ever  carried 
by  divided  efforts. 

Till  I  have  th^  honour  of  meet¬ 
ing  you  in  the  exercife  of  the  great 
and  refpedtable  function  of  chooling 
your  reprefentatives,  I  beg  leave 
to  fubferibe  myfelf.  Gentlemen, 
with  perfedt  refpedt,  and  a  remem¬ 
brance  of  all  your  kindnefs. 

Your  mod  obliged, 
and  faithful  humble  fervant, 

G.  Saville. 

NenjjcaJfle  upon  Tyne,  Sept .  5,  1780. 
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Character  and  Manners  of  the  Vene¬ 
tians.  From  a  Fie^ju  of  Society 
and  Manners  in  Italy ,  by  Dr. 
Moore. 

TA  M  very  fenfible,  that  it  re¬ 
quires  a  longer  refidence  at 
Venice,  and  better  opportunities 
than  I  have  had,  to  enable  me  to 
.give  a  character  of  the  Venetians. 
But  were  I  to  form  an  idea  of  them 
from  what  I  have  feen,  I  fhould 
paint  them  as  a  lively  ingenious 
people,  extravagantly  fond  of  pub¬ 
lic  amufements,  with  an  uncom¬ 
mon  relilh  for  humour,  and  yet 
more  attached  to  the  real  enjoy¬ 
ments  of  life,  than  to  thofe  which 
depend  on  oftentation,  and  pro¬ 
ceed  front  vanity. 

The  common  people  of  Venice 
difplay  fome  qualities  very  rarely 
to  be  found  in  that  fphere  of  life, 
being  remarkably  fober,  obliging 
to  grangers,  and  gentle  in  their 
intercourfe  with  each  other.  The 
Venetians  in  general  are  tall  and 
well  made.  Though  equally  ro- 
buft,  they  are  not  fo  corpulent  as 
the  Germans,  The  latter  alfo  are 
of  fair  complexions,  with  light 
grey  or  blue  eyes  ;  whereas  the 
Venetians  are  for  the  molt  part  of 
a  ruddy  brown  colour,  with  dark 
eyes.  You  meet  in  the  ilreets  of 
Venice  many  fine  manly  counte¬ 
nances,  refembling  thofe  tranlmit- 
Vol,  XXIII, 
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ted  to  us  by  the  pencils  of  Paul 
Veronefe  and  Titian.  The  women, 
are  of  a  fine  ftyle  of  countenance, 
with  expreflive  features,  a'nd  a  Hein, 
of  a  rich  carnation.  They  drefs 
their  hair  in  a  fanciful  manner, 
which  becomes  them  very  much. 
They  are  of  an  eafy  addrefs,  and 
have  no  averfion  to  cultivating  an 
acquaintance  with  thofe  Grangers 
who  are  prefented  to  them  by  their 
relations,  or  have  been  properly 
recommended. 

Strangers  are  under  lefs  reftraint  \ 
here,  in  many  particulars,  than 
the  native  inhabitants.  I  have 
known  fome,  who,  after  having 
tried  mod  of  the  capitals  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  have  preferred  to  live  at  Ve¬ 
nice,  on  account  of  the  variety  of 
amufements,  the  gentle  manners 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  per- 
fe&  freedom  allowed  in  every 
thing,  except  in  blaming  the  mea- 
fures  of  government.  I  have  al¬ 
ready  mentioned  in  what  manner 
the  Venetians  are  in  danger  of 
being  treated  who  give  themfelves 
.  that  liberty.  When  a  firanger  is 
fo  imprudent  as  to  declaim  againll 
the  form  or  the  measures  of  go¬ 
vernment,  he  will  either  receive 
a  meffage  to  leave  the  territories 
of  the  date,  or  one  of  the  Sbirri 
will  be  lent  to  accompany  him  to 
the  Pope’s  or  the  Emperor’s  domi¬ 
nions. 

B  The 
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The  houfes  are  thought  incon¬ 
venient  by  many  of  the  Englifh  : 
they  are  better  calculated,  how¬ 
ever,  for  the  climate  of  Italy,  than 
if  they  wer e  built  according  to  the 
London  model,  which,  I  fuppofe, 
is  the  plan  thofe  critics  approve. 
The  floors  are  of  a  kind  of  red 
plainer,  with  a  brilliant  gloffy  fur- 
face,  much  more  beautiful  than 
wood,  and  far  preferable  in  cafe 
of  fire,  whofe  progrefs  they  are 
calculated  to  check. 

The  principal  apartments  are 
on^the  fecond  floor.  The  Vene¬ 
tians  feldom  inhabit  the  firft, 
which  is  often  intirely  filled  with 
lumber  :  perhaps  they  prefer  the 
fecond,  becaufe  it  is  far  the  ft  re¬ 
moved  from  the  moifture  of  the 
lakes;  or  perhaps  they  prefer  it, 
becaufe  it  is  better  lighted,  and 
more  cheerful ;  or  they  may  have 
fqme  better  reafon  for  this  prefer¬ 
ence  than  V  am  acquainted  with, 
or  can  imagine.  Though  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Great  Britain  make 
ufe  of  the  iirft  floors  for  their  chief 
apartments,  this  does  not  form  a 
complete  demonftration  that  the 
Venetians  are  in  the  wrong  for 
preferring  the  fecond.  When  an 
acute  fenfible  people  univerfally 
follow  one  cuftom,  in  a  mere  mat¬ 
ter  of  conveniency,  however  ab- 
furd  that  cuftom  may  appear  in 
the  eyes  of  a  ftranger  at  iirft  fight, 
it  will  generally  be  found,  that 
there  is  fome  real  advantage  in  it, 
which  compenfates  all  the  appa¬ 
rent  inconveniences. 

I  had  got,  I  don’t  know  how, 
the  moil  contemptuous  opinion 
of  the  Italian  drama.  I  had  been 
told,  there  was  not  a  tolerable 
aclor  at  prefent  in  Italy,  and  I 
had  been  long  taught  to  confider 
their  comedy  as  the  molt  defpica- 


ble  fluff  in  the  world,  which  could 
not  amufe,  or  even  draw  a  fmile 
from  any  perfon  of  tafte,  being 
quite  deltitute  of  true  humour, 
full  of  ribaldry,  and  only  proper 
for  the  meaneft  ofthe  vulgar.  Im- 
preffed  with  thefe  fentiments,  and 
eager  to  give  his  Grace  a  full  de¬ 
monftration  of  their  juftnefs,  I  ac¬ 
companied  the  D —  of  H —  to  the 
ftage-boxof  one  of  the  play-houfes 
the  very  day  of  our  arrival  at  Ve¬ 
nice. 

The  piece  was  a  comedy,  and 
the  moil  entertaining  charadler  in 
it  was  that  of  a  man  who  fluttered. 
In  this  defedt,  and  in  the  Angu¬ 
lar  grimaces  with  which  the  ador 
accompanied  it,  confided  a  great: 
part  ofthe  amufement. 

Difg  ufted  at  fuch  a  pitiful  fub- 
ftitutipn  for  wit  and  humour,  I 
expreffed  a  contempt  for  an  au¬ 
dience  which  could  be  entertained 
by  fuch  buffoonery,  and  who  could 
take  pleafure  in  the  exhibition  of 
a  natural  infirmity. 

While  we  inwardly  indulged 
fentiments  of  felf-approbation,  on 
account  of  the  refinement  and  fu- 
periority  of  our  own  tafte,  2nd 
fupported  the  dignity  of  thole 
fentiments  by  a  difdainful  gra¬ 
vity  of  countenance,  the  ftutterer 
was,  giving  a  piece  of  information 
to  Harlequin,  which  greatly  in- 
terefted  him,  and  to  which  he  lis¬ 
tened.  with  every  mark  of  eager- 
nefs.  This  unfortunate  fpeaker 
had  juft  arrived  at  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  part  of  his  narrative,  which 
was,  to  acquaint  the  impatient 
liftener  where  his  miftrefs  was  con¬ 
cealed,  when  he  unluckily  Hum¬ 
bled  on  a  word  of  fix  or  feven  fyl- 
lables,  which  completely  obft'ruded 
the  progrefs  of  his  narration*  He 
attempted  it  again  and  again,  but 

always 


I 


» 


C  H  A  R  A 

always  without  fuccefs.  You  may 
have  obferved  chat,  though  many 
other  words  would  explain  his 
meaumg  equally  well,  you  may  as 
foon  make  a  faint  change  his  reli¬ 
gion,  as  prevail  on  a  liutterer  to 
accept  of  another  word  in  place  of 
that  at  which  he  has  Humbled. 
He  adheres  to  his  fi rlt  word  to  the 
lad,  and  will  fooner  expire  with 
it  in  his  throat,  than  give  it  up  for 
any  other  you  may  offer.  Harle¬ 
quin,  on  the  prefent  occafion, 
prefented  his  friend  with  a  dozen  ; 
but  he  rejedled  them  all  with  dif- 
dain,  and  perfifted  in  his  unfuc- 
cefsful  attempts  on  that,  which 
had  firit  come  in  his  way.  At 
length,  making  a  defperate  effort, 
when  all  the  fpe&ators  were  gap¬ 
ing  in  expectation  of  his  fafe  de¬ 
livery,  the  cruel  word  came  up 
with  its  broad  fide  foreinolt,  and 
fluck  directly  acrofs  the  unhappy 
man’s  wind-pipe.  He  gaped,  and 
panted,  and  croaked ;  his  face 
fluffed,  and  his  eyes  feemed  ready 
to  Hart  from  his  head.  Harlequin 
unbuttoned  the  ftutterer’s  waifl- 
coat,  and  the  neck  of  his  fhirt; 
he  fanned  his  face  with  his  cap, 
and  held  a  bottle  ofhartfforn  to 
his  nofe.  At  length,  fearing  his 
patient  would  expire,  before  he 
could  give  the  defired  intelligence, 
in  a  fit  of  defpair  he  pitched  his 
head  full  in  the  dying  man’s  flo- 
mach,  and  the  word  bolted  out  of 
his  mouth  to  the  moft  diflant  part 
of  the  houfe. 

This  was  performed  in  a  manner 
fo  perfectly  droll,  and  the  hu¬ 
morous  abfurdity  of  the  expedient 
came  fo  unexpectedly  upon  me, 
that  I  immediately  burlt  into  a 
mod  excefiive  fit  of  laughter,  in 
which  I  was  accompanied  by  the 
D and  by  your  young  frier.d 
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Jack,  who  was  along  with  us  ; 
and  our  laughter  continued  in 
fuch  loud,  violent,  and  repeated 
fits,  that  the  attent'on  of  the  au¬ 
dience  being  turned  from  the  flage 
to  cur  box,  occafioned  a  renewal 
of  the  mirth  all  over  the  playhoufe 
with  greater  vociferation  than  at 
fir  11. 

The  number  of  playhoufes  in 
Venice  is  very  extraordinary,  con- 
fidering  the  fize  of  the  town,  which 
is  not  thought  to  contain  above 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
inhabitants,  yet  there  are  eight 
or  nine  theatres  here,  including 
the  opera-houjfes.  You  pay  a  trifle 
at  the  door  for  admittance  ;  this 
entitles  you  to  go  into  the  pit, 
where  you  may  look  about,  and 
determine what  part  of  the  houfe 
you  will  fit  ini  There  are  rovvs 
of  chairs  placed  in  the  front  of  the 
pit,  next  the  orcheftra  ;  the  feats 
of  thefe  chairs  are  folded  to  their 
backs,  and  faflened  by  a  lock. 
Thofe  who  choofe  to  take  them, 
pay  a  little  more  money  to  the 
door  keeper,  who  immediately  un¬ 
locks  the  feat.  Very  decent-look¬ 
ing  people  occupy  thefe  chairs; 
but  the  back  part  of  the  pit  is  filled 
with  footmen  and  gondoliers,  in 
their  common  working  clothes. 
The  nobility,  and  better  fort  of 
citizens,  have  boxes  retained  for 
the  year  ;  but  there  are  always  a 
fufiicient  number  to  be  let  to 
flrangers:  the  price  of  thofe  va¬ 
ries  every  night,  according  to  the 
feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  piece 
added. 

A  Venetian  playhoufe  has  a  dif- 
mal  appearance  in  the  eyes  of  peo¬ 
ple  accuflomed  to  the  brilliancy  of 
thofe  of  London.  Many  of  the 
boxes  are  fo  dark,  that  the  faces 
of  the  company  in  them  can  hardly 
B  2  i  be 
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be  diftinguiftied  at  a  little  diftance, 
even  when  they  do  not  wear  ma&s. 
The  ftage,  however,  is  well  il¬ 
luminated,  fo  that  the  people  in 
The  boxes  can  fee,  perfectly  well, 
every  thing  that  is  tranfadled  there; 
and  when  they  choofe  to  be  feen 
themfelves,  they  order  lights  in¬ 
to  their  boxes.  Between  the  afls 
you  fometimes  fee  ladies  walking 
about,  with  their  Cavalieri  S'er- 
ventes,  in  the  back  part  of  the  pit, 
when  it  is  not  crowded.  As  they 
are  malked,  they  do  not  fcruple 
to  reconnoitre  the  company,  with 
their  fpying-glafles,  from  this 
place  :  when  the  play  begins,  they 
return  to  their  boxes.  This  con¬ 
tinual  moving  about  from  box  to 
box,  and  between  the  boxes  and 
the  pit,  muft  create  fome  confuft- 
on,  and,  no  doubt,  is  difagreeable 
to  thofe  who  attend  merely  cm  ac¬ 
count  of  the  piece.  There  muft, 
however,  be  found  fome  douceur  in 
the  midft  of  all  this  obfcurity  and 
confufcn,  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  of  the  audience, 
overbalances  thefe  obvious  incon¬ 
veniences. 

The  mu  fie  of  the  opera  here 
is  reckoned  as  fine  as  in  any  town 
in  Italy  ;  and,  at  any  rate,  is  far 
fuperior  to  the  praife  of  fo  very 
poor  a  judge  as  1  am.  The  dra¬ 
matic  and  poetical  parts  of  thofe 
pieces  are  little  regarded  ;  the  poet 
is  allowed  to  indulge  himfelf  in  as 
many  aftachronifms,  and  other  in- 
con  ftftencies,  as  he  pleafes.  Pro¬ 
vided  the  mulic  receives  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  critic’s  ear,  his 
judgment  is  not  offended  with  any 
abfurdities  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
compofition.  The  celebrated  Me- 
taftafio  has  difdained  to  avail  him- 
fsdf  of  this  indulgence  in  his 
operas,  which  are  fine  dramatic 
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compofitions.  He  ha3  preferved 
the  alliance  which  ought  always  to 
fubfift  between  fenfe  and  mufic. 

1  At  the  cornic  opera  I  have  fome¬ 
times  feen  adtion  alone  excite  the 
higheft  applaufe,  independent  of 
either  the  poetry  or  the  mufic.  I 
faw  a  duo  performed  by  an  old 
man  and  a  young  woman,  fup- 
■pofed  to  be  his  daughter,  in  fuch 
an  humorous  manner,  as  drew  an 
univerfal  encora  from  the  fpedla- 
tors.  The  merit  of  the  mufical 
part  of  the  compofition,  I  was 
told,  was  but  very  moderate,  and 
as  for  the  fentiment  you  fhall 
judge. 

The  father  informs  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  in  a  fong,  that  he  has  found 
an  excellent  match  for  her;  who, 
befides  being  rich,  and  very  pru¬ 
dent,  and  not  too  young,  was  over 
and  above  a  particular  friend  of 
his  own,  and  in  perfon  and  difpo- 
fition  much  fuch  a  man  as  him¬ 
felf;  he  concludes,  by  telling 
her,  that  the  ceremony  will  be 
performed  next  day.  She  thanks 
him,  in  the  gayeft  air  poilible,  for 
his  obliging  intentions,  adding, 
that  (lie  ftiould  have  been  glad  to 
have  (hewn  her  implicit  obedience 
to  his  commands,  provided  there 
had  been  any  chance  of  the  man’s 
being  to  her  tafte;  but  as,  from 
the  account  he  had  given,  there 
could  be  none,  the  declares  fha 
will  not  marry  him  next  day,  and 
adds,  yvith  a  very  long  quaver,  that 
if  fhe  were  to  live  to  eternity  ftie 
ftiould  continue  of  the  fame  opi¬ 
nion.,  The  father,  in  a  violent 
rage,  tells  her,  that  inftead  of  to¬ 
morrow,  the  marriage  ftiould  take 
place  that  very  day;  to  which 
ihe  replies,  non  :  he  rejoins,  ft  ; 
fhe,  non,  non;  he,  ft,  ft;  the 
daughter,  non,  non,  nen  ;  the  fa¬ 
ther. 
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tlier,  fi,  fi,  fi  ;  and  fo  the  finging 
continues  for  five  or  fix  minutes. 
You  perceive  there  is  nothing  mar- 
velloufly  witty  in  this  ;  and  for  a 
daughter  to  be  of  a  different  opi¬ 
nion  from  her  father,  in  the  choice 
of  a  hufband,  is  not  a  very  new 
dramatic  incident.  Well,  I  told 
you  the  duo  was  encored  —  they 
immediately  performed  it  a  fecond 
time,  and  with  more  humour  than 
the  firft.  The  whole  houfe  vo¬ 
ciferated  for  it  again  ;  and  it  was 
fung  a  third  time  in  a  manner  e- 
qually  pleafant,  and  yet  perfectly 
different  from  any  of  the  former 
two. 

I  thought  the  houfe  would  have 
been  brought  down  about  our  ears, 
fo  extr ivagant  were  the  teftimonies 
of  approbation. 

The  two  adtors  were  obliged  to 
appear  again,  and  fing  this  duo  a 
fourth  time  ;  which  they  executed 
in  a  dyle  fo  new,  fo  natural,  and 
fo  exquifitely  droll;  that  the  au¬ 
dience  now  thought  there  had  been 
fomething  deficient  in  all  their  for¬ 
mer  performances,  and  that  they 
had  hit  on  the  true  comic  only  this 
lad  time. 

Some  people  began  to  call  for 
it  again  ;  but  the  old  man,  now 
quite  exha u dec),  begged  for  mer¬ 
cy  ;  on  which  the  point  was  given 
up.  I  never  before  had  any  idea 
that  fuch  ffrong  comic  powders  could 
have  been  difplayed  in  the  finging 
of  a  fong. 

Though  the  Venetian  govern¬ 
ment  is  dill  under  the  influence 
of  jealoufy,  that  gloomy  daemon 
is  now  entirely  banifhed  from  the 
bofoms  of  individuals.  Indead  of 
the  confinement  in  which  women 
were  formerly  kept  at  Venice,  they 
now  enjoy  a  degree  of  freedom  un¬ 
known  even  at  Paris.  Of  the  two 
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extremes,  the  prefent,  without 
doubt,  is  the  preferable. 

Along  with  jealoufy,  poifion  and 
the  Jiiletto  have  been  banifhed  from 
Venetian  gallantry,  and  the  inno¬ 
cent  mafk  is  fubdituted  in  their 
places.  According  to  the  bell  in¬ 
formation  I  have  received,  this 
fame  mafk  is  a  much  more  inno¬ 
cent  matter  than  is  generally  ima¬ 
gined.  In  general  it  is  not  in¬ 
tended  to  conceal  the  perfon  who 
wears  it,  but  only  Ted  as  an  apo¬ 
logy  for  his  not  being  in  full  drefs. 
With  a  mafk  duck  in  the  hat,  and 
a  kind  of  black  mantle,  trimmed 
with  lace  of  the  fame  colour,  over 
the  fhoulders,  a  man  is  fufficiently 
dreffed  for  any  affembly  at  Ve¬ 
nice. 

Thofe  who  walk  the  dreets,  or 
go  to  the  playhoufes  with  mafks 
actually  covering  their  faces,  are 
either  engaged  in  fome  love  in- 
trigue,  or  would  have  the  fpedla- 
tors  think  fo;  for  this  is  a  piece 
of  affedtation  which  prevails  here, 
as  well  as  elfevvhere  ;  and  I  have 
been  affured,  by  thofe  who  have 
redded  many  years  at  Venice,  that 
refined  gentlemen,  who  are  fond  of 
the  reputation,  though  they  dirink 
from  the  catadrophe  of  an  intrigue, 
are  no  uncommon  characters  here; 
and  I  believe  it  the  more  readily, 
becaufe  I  daily  fee  many  feeble 
gentlemen  tottering  about  in  mafks, 
for  whom  a  bafon  of  warm  redora- 
tive  foup  feems  more  expedient 
than  the  mod  beautiful  woman  in 
Venice. 

One  evening  at  St.  Mark’s 
place,  when  a  gentleman  of  my 
acquaintance  was  giving  an  ac¬ 
count  of  this  curious  piece  of  af¬ 
fectation,  h^  dedred  me  to  take  no¬ 
tice  of  a  V ehetian  nobleman  of  his 
acquaintance,  who,  with  an  air 
B  3  of 
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of  myftery,  was  conducing  a  fe¬ 
male  mafk  into  his  caffino.  My 
acquaintance  knew  him  perfectly 
well,  and  affured  me  he  was  the 
moil  innocent  creature  with  women 
he  had  ever  been  acquainted  with. 
When  this  gallant  perfon  perceiv¬ 
ed  that  we  were  looking  at  him, 
his  malk  fell  to  the  ground,  as  if 
by  accident ;  and  after  we  had  got 
&  complete  view  of  his  counte¬ 
nance,  he  put  it  on  with  much 
hurry,  and  immediately  rufhed, 
with  his  partner,  into  the  caffino. 

Fugit  ad  falices, fed  fe  cupitantevideri. 

You  have  heard,  no  doubt,  of 
thofe  little  apartments  near  St. 
Mark’s  place,  called  cailinos. 
They  have  the  misfortune  to  la¬ 
bour  under  a  very  bad  reputation  ; 
they -are  accufed  of  being  temples 
entirely  con fecrated  to  lawlefs  love, 
and  athoufand  fcandalous  tales  are 
told  to  Grangers  concerning  them. 
Thofe  tales  are  certainly  not  be» 
lieved  by  the  Venetians  them  (elves, 
the  proof  of  which  is,  that  the  caf- 
iinos  are  allowed  to  exift ;  for  I 
hold  it  perfectly  abfurd  to  imagine, 
that  men  would  buffer  their  wives 
to  enter  fuch  places,  if  they  were 
not  convinced  that  thofe.  (lories 
were  ill-founded  ;  nor  can  I  believe, 
after  all  we  have  heard  of  the  pro¬ 
fligacy  of  Venetian  manners,  that 
women,  even  of  indifferent  reputa¬ 
tions,  would  attend  cailinos  in  the 
open  manner  they  do,  if  it  were 
underffiood  that  more  liberties  were 
taken  with  them  there  than  elfe- 
where. 

The  opening  before  St.  Mark’s 
church  is  the  only  place  in  Vbnice 
where  a  great  number  of  people 
can  affembie.  It  is  the  fafhion  to 
walk  here  a  great  part  of  the  even¬ 
ing,  to  enjoy  the  mafic,  and  other 


amufements ;  and  although  there 
are  coffee- houfes,  and  Venetian, 
manners  permit  ladies,  as  well  as 
gentlemen,  to  frequent  them,  yet 
it  was  natural  for  the  noble  and 
moft  wealthy  to  prefer  little  apart¬ 
ments  of  their  own,  where,  with¬ 
out  being  expofed  to  intrufion,  they 
may  entertain  a  few  friends  in  a 
more  eafy  and  unceremonious  man¬ 
ner  than  they  could  do  at  their 
palaces.  In  lie  ad  of  going  home 
to  a  formal  fupper,  and  returning 
afterwards  to  this  place  of  amufe- 
merit,  they  order  coffee,  lemonade, 
fruit,  and  other  refreihments,  to 
the  calls pc. 

That  thofe  little  apartments 
may  be  occasionally  ufed  for  the 
purpofes  of  intrigue,  is  not  im¬ 
probable  ;  but  that  this  is  the  or¬ 
dinary  and  avowed  purpofe  for 
which  they  are  frequented  is,  of 
all  things,  the  lead  credible. 

Some  writers  who  have  deferibed 
the  manners  of  the  Venetians,  as 
more  profligate  than  thofe  of  other 
nations,  arfert  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  government  encourages 
this  profligacy,  to  relax  and  diili- 
pate  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
prevent  their  planning,  or  attempt¬ 
ing  any  thing  againil  the  con  di¬ 
lution.  Were  this  the  cafe,  it 
could  not  be  denied,  that  the  Ve¬ 
netian  legiilators  difplay  their  pa- 
triotiftn  m  a  very  extraordinary 
manner,  and  have  fallen  upon  as 
extraordinary  means  of  rendering 
their  people  good  fubjedts.  They 
iirll  eredt  a  defpotic  court  to  guard 
the  public  liberty,  and  next  they 
corrupt  the  morals  of  the  people, 
to  keep  them  from  plotting  againfl 
the  Hate.  This  lad  piece  of  re¬ 
finement,  however,  is  no  more 
than  a  conjecture  of  fome  theore¬ 
tical  politicians,  who  are -apt  to 
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take  fa&s  for  granted,  without  fuf- 
ficient  proof,  and  afterwards  dif- 
play  their  ingenuity  in  accounting 
for  them.  That  the  Venetians  are 
more  given  to  fenlual  pleafures 
than  the  inhabitants  of  London, 
Paris,  or  Berlin  1  imagine  will  be 
difficult  to  prove  ;  but  as  the  ftate 
snquifitors  do  not  think  proper, 
and  the  ecclefiaitical  are  not  allow¬ 
ed  to  interfere  in  affairs  of  gallan¬ 
try  ;  as  a  great  number  of  ftrang- 
ers  affemble  twice  or  thrice  a  year 
at  Venice,  merely  for  the  fake  of 
amufement;  and,  above  all,  as  it 
is  the  cuiloin  to  go  about  in  mafks, 
an  idea  prevails,  that  the  manners 
are  more  licentious  here  than  elfe- 
where. 


Of  the  Modern  Romans.  From  the 
fame. 

1 N  their  external  deportment, 
J,  the  Italians  have  a  grave  folem- 
nity  of  manner,  which  is  fome- 
times  thought  to  arife  from  a  na¬ 
tural  gloominefs  of  difpofition. 
The  French,  above  all  other  na¬ 
tions,  are  apt  to  impute  to  melan¬ 
choly,  the  fedate  ferious  air  which 
accompanies  reflection. 

Though  in  the  pulpit,  on  the 
theatre,  and  even  in  common  con- 
verfation,  the  Italians  make  ufe  of 
a  great  deal  of  action  ;  yet  Italian 
vivacity  is  difl'erent  from  French  ; 
the  former  proceeds  from  fen  Abili¬ 
ty,  the  latter  from  animal  fpirits. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  country 
have  not  the  brifk  look,  and  elaf- 
tic  trip,  which  is  univerfaL  in 
France  ;  they  move  rather  with  a 
flow  compofed  pace  :  their  fpines, 
never  having  been  forced  into  a 
flraight  line,  retain  the  natural 
fee nd  ;  and  the  people  of  the  moil 
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finished  fafhion,  as  well  as  the  ne¬ 
glected  vulgar,  feem  to  prefer  the 
unconflrained  attitude  of  the  Anti- 
nous,  and  other  antique  ftatues,  to 
the  artificial  graces  of  a  French 
dancing-mafter,  or  the  ereCt  flrut 
of  a  German  foldier.  I  imagine 
I  perceive  a  great  refemblance  be¬ 
tween  many  of  the  living  counte¬ 
nances  I  fee  daily,  and  the  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  ancient  bulls  and  fla- 
tues  ;  which  leads  me  to  believe, 
that  there  are  a  greater  number  of 
the  genuine  defcendants  of  the  old 
Romans  in  Italy,  than  is  generally 
imagined. 

I  am  often  ftruck  with  the  fine 
character  of  countenance  to  be 
feen  in  the  ftreets  of  Rome.  I  ne¬ 
ver  faw  features  more  expreffive  of 
reflection,  fenfe,  and  genius;  in 
the  very  lowed  ranks  there  are 
countenances  which  announce 
minds  fit  for  the  higheft  and  mod 
important  fltuations ;  and  we  can¬ 
not  help  regretting,  that  thofe  to\ 
whom  they  belong,  have  not  re¬ 
ceived  an  education  adequate  to 
the  natural  abilities  we  are  con¬ 
vinced  they  poffefs,  and  been  placed 
where  thefe  abilities  could  be 
broupht  into  aCtion, 

Of  all  the  countries  in  Europe, 
Switzerland  is  that,  in  which  the 
beauties  of  nature  appear  in  the 
greateft  variety  of  forms,  and  on 
the  moft  magnificent  fcale  ;  in  that 
country,  therefore,  the  young  land- 
fcape  painter  has  the  bell:  chance  of 
feizing  the  mod  fublime  ideas: 
but  Italy  is  the  bed  fchool  for  the 
hiflory  painter,  not  only  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  being  enriched  with 
the  works  of  the  greatell  mailers, 
and  the  nobleff  models  of  antique 
fculpture  ;  but  alfo  on  account  of 
the  fine  expreffive  ffyle  of  the  Ita¬ 
lian  countenance. 

B  4  Strangers* 
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Strangers,  on  their  arrival  at 
Rome,  form  no  high  idea  of  the 
beauty  of  the  Roman  women, 
from  the  fpecimens  they  fee  in  the 
fafhionable  circles  to  which  they  are 
firtl  introduced.  There  are  fome 
exceptions;  but  in  general  it  nuiit 
be  acknowledged,  that  the  pre- 
fent  race  of  women  of  high  rank 
are  more  diflinguifhed  by  their 
other  ornaments,  than  by  their 
beauty.  Among  the  citizens,  how¬ 
ever,  and  in  the  lower  daffies,  you 
frequently  meet  with  the  moil 
beautiful  countenances.  For,  a 
brilliant  red  and  white,  and  all  the 
charms  of  complexion,  no  women 
are  equal  to  the  Englifh.  If  a 
hundred,  or  any  greater  number, 
of  Englilh  women  were  taken  at 
random,  and  compared  with  the 
fame  number  of  the  wives  and 
daughters  of  the  citizens  of  Rome, 
I  am  convinced,  that  ninety  of  the 
Englilh  would  be  found  handfomer 
than  ninety  of  the  Romans  ;  but 
the  probability  is,  that  two  or 
three  in  the  hundred  Italians 
would  have  finer  countenances 
than  any  of  the  Englifh.  Englifh 
beauty  is  more  remarkable  in  the 
country,  than  in  towns ;  the  pea- 
fantry  of  no  country  in  Europe  can 
Hand  a  companion,  in  point  of 
looks,  with  thole,  of  England. 
That  race  of  people  have  the  con- 
veniencies  of  life  in  no  other  coun¬ 
try  in  filch  perfedlion  ;  they  are 
do  where  fo  well  fed,  io  well  de¬ 
fended  from  the  injuries  of  the 
feafons ;  and  no  where  elfe  do  they 
keep  themfelves  fo  perfectly  clean, 
and  free  from  ali  the  vilifying  ef¬ 
fects  of  dirt.  The  Englilh  coun¬ 
try  girls,  taken  collectively,  are, 
uuqueltionably,  the  handfcmeft 
In  the  world.  The  female  pea- 
fants  of  moll  other  countries,  in¬ 


deed,  are  fo  hard  worked,  fo  ill 
fed,  fo  much  tanned  by  the  fun, 
and  fo  dirty,  that  it  is  difficult  to 
knew  whether  they  have  any  beau¬ 
ty  or  not.  Yet  I  have  been  in¬ 
formed,  by  fome  amateurs,  fince 
I  came  here,  that,  in  fpite  of  all 
thefe  difadvantages,  they  fome- 
times  find,  among  the  Italian  pea- 
fantry,  countenances  highly  in- 
terelling,  and  which  they  prefer 
to  all  the  cherry  cheeks  of  Lanca- 
fhh  e. 

Beauty,  doubtiefs,  is  infinitely 
varied  ;  and,  happily  for  mankind, 
their  tafte  and  opinions,  on  the 
fubje&3,  are  equally  various.  Not- 
withilanding  this  variety,  how¬ 
ever,  a  flyie  of  face,  in  fome  mea- 
fure  peculiar  to  its  own  inhabi¬ 
tants,  has  been  found  to  prevail  in 
each  different  nation  of  Europe, 
T  his  peculiar  countenance  is  again 
greatly  varied,  and  marked  with 
every  degree  of  diferimination  be¬ 
tween  the  extremes  of  beauty  and 
ugiinefs.  I  will  give  you  a,  Iketch 
of  the  general  hyle  of  the  mod 
beautiful  female  heads  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  from  which  you  may  judge 
whether  they  are  to  your  taile  or 
not. 

A  great  profuiion  of  dark  hair, 
which  feems  to  encroach  upon  the 
forehead,  rendering  it  fhort  and 
narrow  ;  the  nofe  generally  either 
aquiline,  or  continued  in  a  llraight 
lime  from  the  lower  part  of  the 
brow  ;  a  full  and  fhort  upper  lip  ; 
(by  the  way,  nothing  has  a  worfe 
effiedl  on  a  countenance,  than  a 
large  interval  between  the  nofe 
and  mouth;)  the  eyes  are  large, 
and  of  a  iparkiing  black.  The 
black  eye  certainly  labours  under 
one  difadvantage,  which  is,  that, 
from  the  iris  and  pupil  being  of 
the  fame  colour,  the  contradlioa 
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and  dilatation  of  the  latter  is  not 
feen,  by  which  the  eye  is  abridged 
of  half  its  powers.  Yet  the  Ita¬ 
lian  eye  is  wonderfully  expreflive  ; 
fome  people  think  it  fays  too  much. 
The  complexion,  for  the  mod 
part,  is  of  a  clear  brown,  fometimes 
fair,  but  very  feldom  florid,  or  of 
that  bright  fairnefs  which  is  com¬ 
mon  in  England  and  Saxony.  It 
mud  be  owned,  that  thofe  fea¬ 
tures  which  have  a  fine  expreflion 
of  fentiment  and  meaning  in 
youth,  are  more  apt,  than  lefs 
expreflive  faces,  to  become  foon 
firong  and  mafculine.  In  Eng¬ 
land  and  Germany,  the  women, 
a  little  advanced  in  life,  retain  the 
appearance  of  youth  longer  than  in 
Italy. 

There  are  no  theatricral  enter¬ 
tainments  permitted  in  this  city, 
except  during  the  Carnival  ;  but 
they  are  then  attended  with  a  de¬ 
gree  of  ardour  unknown  in  capi¬ 
tals  whole  inhabitants  are  under 
no  fuch  redrain t.  Every  kind  of 
amufepnent,  indeed,  in  this  gay 
feafon,  is  followed  with  the  great- 
ed  eagernefs.  The  natural  gra¬ 
vity  of  the  Roman  citizens  is  chang¬ 
ed  into  a  mirthful  vivacity  ;  and 
the  ferious,  jdmbre  city  of  Rome 
exceeds  Paris  itfelf  in  fprightli- 
nefs  and  gaiety.  This'fpirit  feems 
gradually  to  augment,  from  its 
commencement ;  and  is  at  its 
height  in  the  lad  week  of  the  fix 
which  comprehend  the  carnival. 
The  citizens  then  appear  in  the 
Areets,  malked,  in  the  characters 
of  harlequins,  pantaloons,  punchi- 
nello^,  and  all  the  fantaiiic  va¬ 
riety  of  a  mafquerade.  This  hu¬ 
mour  fpreads  to  m  n,  women,  and 
children  ;  defeends  to  the  lowed 
ranks,  and  becomes  univerfal. 
Even  thofe  who  put  on  no  jnafk, 
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and  have  no  defire  to  remain  un¬ 
known,  rejedt  their  ufual  clothes, 
and  affume  fome  whimfical  drefs. 
The  coachmen,  who  are  placed  in 
a  more  confpicuous  point  of  vie/w 
than  others  of  the  fame  rank  in 
life,  and  who  are  perfedtly  known 
by  the  carriages  they  drive,  gene¬ 
rally  .aff'edl  fome  ridiculous  dif- 
guife:  Many  of  them  chafe  a  wo¬ 
man’s  drefs,  and  have  their  faces 
painted,  and  adorned  with  patches. 
Elowever  dull  thefe  fellows  may 
be,  when  in  breeches,  they  are, 
in  petticoats,  confidered  as  the 
pleafanted  men  in  the  world  ;  and 
excite  much  laughter  in  every  flreet 
in  which  they  appear,  I  ohferved 
to  an  Italian  of  my  acquaintance, 
that,  confidering  the  Aalenefs  of 
the  joke,  I  was  furprifed  at  the 
mirth  it  feemed  to  raife.  “  When 
“  a  whole  city,”  anfwered  he* 
“  are  refolved  to  be  m/srry  for  a 
<f  week  together,  it  is  exceed- 
“  ingly  convenient  to  have  a 
**  few  edablilhed  jokes  ready 
i{  made  ;  the  young  laugh  at  the 
“  novelty,  and  the  old  from  pre- 
“  feription,  /  This  jnetamorpho- 
fis  of  the  coachmen  is  certain- 
t£  ly  not  the  mod  refined  kind  of 
wit  ;  however,  it  is  more 
“  harm  lefs  than  the  burning  of 
(£  heretics,  which  formerly  was 
ti  a  preat  fcurce  of  amufement  to 

O 

<r  our  populace.” 

The  ftreet  called  the  corfo,  Is 
the  great  feene  of  thefe  mafque- 
rades.  It  is  crowded  every  night 
with  people  of  all  conditions ; 
Thofe  of  rank  come  in  coaches, 
or  in  open  carriages,  made  on  pur- 
’pofe.  A  kind  of  civil  war  is  car¬ 
ried  on  by  the  company,  as  they 
pafs  each  ocher.  The  greateA 
mark  of  attention  you  can  fhew 
ygur  friends  and  acquaintance,  is, 

to 
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to  throw  a  handful  of  little  white 
balls,  refembling  fugar-plums,  full 
In  their  faces;  and,  if  they  are 
not  deficient  in  politenefs,  they 
will  inftantly  return  you  the  com¬ 
pliment.  Ail  who  vv i ill  to  make  a 
figure  in  the  corfo,  come  well  fup- 
plied  in  this  kind  of  amuni- 
tion. 

Sometimes  two  or  three  open 
carriages,  on  a  fide,  with  five  or 
fix  perfons  of  both  fexes  in  each, 
draw  up  oppofite  to  each  other, 
and  fight  a  pitched  battle.  On 
thefe  occafions,  the  combatants 
are  provided  with  whole  bags  full 
of  the  fmall  fhot  above  mentioned, 
which  they  throw  at  each  other, 
with  much  apparent  fury,  till 
their  ammunition  is  exhausted,  and 
the  field  of  battle  is  as  white  as 
fnow. 

The- peculiar  d  relies  of  every  na¬ 
tion  of  the  globe,  and  of  every 
profeflion,  befides  all  the  fantaflic 
characters  ufual  at  mafquerades, 
are  to  be  feen  on  the  corfo.  Thole 
of  harlequin  and  pantaloon  are  in 
'great  vogue  among  the  men.  The 
citizens  wives  and  daughters  gene 
rally  affedt  the  pomp  of  women  of 
quality  ;  while  their  brothers,  or 
other  relations,  appear  as  train- 
bearers  and  attendants.  In  gene¬ 
ral,  they  feern  to  delight  in  cha¬ 
racters  the  molt  remote  from  their 
own.  Young  people  affutne  the 
long  beard,  tottering  ftep,  and 
other  concomitants  of  old  age  ;  the 
aged  chufe  the  bib  and  rattle  of 
childhood  ;  and  the  women  of  qua¬ 
lity,  and  women  of  the  town,  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  characters  of  country 
jnaidens, ,  nuns,  and  veiial  virgins. 
Ail  endeavour  to  fupport  the  a l- 
fumed  characters  to  the  beft  of 
their  ability ;  but  none,  in  my 


opinion,  fucceed  fo  well  as  thole 
who  reprefent  children. 

Towards  the  dulk  of  the  even¬ 
ing,  the  horfe  race  takes  place® 
As  foon  as  this  is  announced,  the 
coaches,  cabriolets,  triumphal  cars, 
and  carriages  of  every  kind,  are 
drawn  up,  and  line  the  ftreet, 
leaving  a  fpace  in  the  middle  for 
the  racers  to  pafs.  Thefe  are  five 
or  fix  hones  trained  on  purpofe 
for  this  diverfion  ;  they  are  drawn 
up  a  break  in  the  Piazza  del  Popo- 
lo,  exactly  where  the  Corfo  be¬ 
gins.  Certain  balls,  with  little 
lharp  fpikes,  are  hung  along  their 
Tides,  Which  ferve  to  ipur  them  on* 
As  foon  as  they  begin  to'  run,  thofe 
animals,  by  their  impatience  to 
be  gone,  fhew  that  they  underlland 
what  is  required  of  them,  and  that 
they  take11  as  much  pleafure  as  the 
fpe&ators  in  the  fport.  A  broad 
piece  of  canvas,  fpread  acrofs  the 
entrance  of  the  fireet,  prevents 
them  from  karting  too  foon  :  the 
dropping  that  canvas  is  the  fignal 
for  the  race  to  begin.  The  horfes 
fly  oft  together,  and,  without  rid¬ 
ers,  exert  themlelves  to  the  utmoft; 
impelled  by  emulation,  the  fhouts 
of  the  populace,  and  the  fpurs  a- 
bove  mentioned.  They  run  the 
whole  length  of  the  corfo;  and  the 
proprietor  of  the  vi&or  is  rewarded 
by  a  certain  quantity  of  fine  fcarlet 
or  purple  cloth,  which  is  always 
furnilhed  by  the  jews. 

Marking  and  h  or  fe- races  are 
confined  to  the  Jail  eight  days ;  bat 
there  are  theatrical  entertainments, 
of  various  kinds,  during  the  whole 
fix  weeks  of  the  carnival.  The 
ferious  opera  is  molt  frequented 
by  people  of  fafhion,  "who  gene¬ 
rally  take  boxes  for  the  whole  fea- 
fon.  The  opera,  with  which  this 
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theatre  opened,  was  received  with 
the  highell  applaufe,  though  the 
mufic  only  was  new.  The  Ita¬ 
lians  do  not  think  it  always  necef- 
fary  to  compofe  new  words  for 
what  is  called  a  new  opera  ;  they 
often  fatisfy  themfelves  with  new 
mufic  to  the  affe&ino-  dramas  of 

O 

Metaftafio.  The  audience  here 
feem  to  lend  a  more  profound  and 
continued  attention  to  the  mufic, 
than  at  Venice.  This  is  probably 
owing  to  the  entertainment  being 
a  greater  rarity  in  the  one  city 
than  in  the  other ;  for  I  could 
perceive  that  the  people  of  fafhion, 
who  came  every  night,  began,  af¬ 
ter  the  opera  had  been  repeated 
feveral  nights,  to  abate  in  their  at¬ 
tention,  to  receive  viators  in  their 
boxes,  and  to  lilten  only  when 
fome  favourite  airs  were  finging  : 
whereas  the  audience  in  the  pit 
uniformly  preferve  the  moft  perfect 
iilence,  which  is  only  interrupted 
by  gentle  murmurs  of  pleafure 
from  a  few  individuals,  or  an  uni- 
verfal  burft  of  applaufe  from  the 
whole  afiemblv.  1  never  faw  fuch 
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genuine  marks  of  fatisfadlion  dis¬ 
played  by  any  affembly,  on  any 
occafion  whatever.  The  fenfibility 
of  fome  of  the  audience  gave  me 
an  idea  of  the  power  of  founds, 
which  theculnefs  of  my  own  audi¬ 
tory  nerves  could  never  have  con¬ 
veyed  to  my  mind.  At  certain  airs, 
filent  enjoyment  was  exprelTed  in 
every  countenance  ;  at  others,  the 
hands  were  clafped  together,  the 
eyes  half  (hut,  and  the  breath 
drawn  in,  with  a  prolonged  figh, 
as  if  the  foul  was  expiring  in  a 
torrent  of  delight.  One  young  wo¬ 
man,  in  the  pit,  called  out,  tf  O 
“  Dio ,  dove  fono  !  cbe  piacer  via 
tf  caccia  V alma 

On  the  fir  ft  night  of  the  opera, 
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after  one  of  thefe  favourite  airs,  an 
univerfal  fhout  of  applaufe  took 
place,  intermingled  with  demands 
that  the  compofer  of  the  mufic 
fhould  appear.  11  maejiro !  il 
maejiro !  refounded  from  every 
corner  of  the  houfe.  He  was 
prefen t,  and  led  the  band  of  mufic; 
he  was  obliged  to  Hand  upon  the 
bench,  where  he  continued  bow¬ 
ing  to  the  fpedlators,  till  they  were 
tired  of  applauding  him.  One 
perfon,  in  the  middle  of  the  pit* 
whom  1  had  remarked  difplaying 
great  figns  of  fatisfadlion  from  the 
beginning  of  the  performance* 
cried  out,  “  He  deferves  to  be 
“  made  chief  muftcian  to  the  Vir- 
f<  gin,  and  to  lead  a  choir  of  an- 
<{  gels  l”  This  expreffion  would 
be  thought  ftrong,  in  any  coun¬ 
try  ;  but  it  has  peculiar  ener¬ 
gy  here,  where  it  is  a  popular 
opinion,  that  the  Virgin  Mary  A 
very  fond,  and  an  excellent  judge* 
of  mufic.  I  received  this  informa¬ 
tion  on  Chriftmas  morning,  when 
1  was  looking  at  two  poor  Cala¬ 
brian  pipers  doing  their  utmoii  to 
pleafe  her,  and  the  Infant  in  her 
arms.  They  played  for  a  full 
hour  to  one  of  her  images  which, 
hands  at  the  corner  of  a  ftreet- 
All  the  other  ftatue-s  of  the  Virgin* 
which  are  placed  in  the  fireets, 
are  ferenaded  in  the  fame  manner 
every  Chriftmas  morning.  On 
my  enquiring  into  the  meaning  of 
that  ceremony,  I  was  told  the 
above-mentioned  circumftance  of 
her  charadler,  which,  though  vou 
mry  have  always  thought  highly 
probable,  perhaps  you  never  be¬ 
fore  knew  for  certain.  My  in¬ 
former  was  a  pilgrim,  who  flood 
liitening  with  great  devotion  to 
the  pipers.  He  told  me,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  Virgin’s  tafte 
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was  too  refined  to  have  much  fatis- 
fadion  in  the  performance  of  thofe 
poor  Calabrians,  which  was  chiefly 
intended  for  the  Infant ;  and  he 
defired  me  to  remark,  that  the 
gone 5  were  plain',  Ample,  and  fuch 
ss  might  naturally  be  fuppofed 
agreeable  to  the  ear  of  a  child  of 
bis  time  of  life. 


Qf  Naples,  a  id  the  Manners  of  its 
Inhabitants.  From  the  jame. 

i|kTAPLES  was  founded  by  the 
Greeks.  The  charming  fi  • 
f nation  they  have  chofen,  is  one 
proof  among  thoufands,  of  the  fine 
ta lie  of  that  ingenious  people. 

The  bay  is  about  thirty  miles  in 
circumference,  and  twelve  in  dia¬ 
meter  ;  it  has  been  named  crater , 
from  its  fuppofed  refembiance  to  a 
bowl.  This  bowl  is  ornamented 
with  the  moil  beautiful  foliage, 
with  vines,  with  olive,  mulberry, 
and  orange  trees;  with  hills,  dales, 
towns,  villas,  and  villages. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  bay  of  Na¬ 
ples,  the  town  is  built  in  the  form 
of  a  vaft  amphitheatre,  Hoping  from 
the  hills  towards  the  fea. 

If,  from  the  town,  you  turn 
your  eyes  to  the  eaft,  you  fee  the 
rich  plains  leading  to  mount  Ve- 
fuvius,  and  Fortici.  If  you  look  to 
the  weft,  you  have  the  grotto  of 
Paufiiippo,  the  mountain  on  which 
Virgil’s  tomb  is  placed,  and  the 
fields  leading  to  Pozzoii  and  the 
coaft  of  Baia.  On  the  north,  are 
the  fertile  hills,  gradually  rifing 
£  ora  the  ftiore  to  the  Campagna 
Felice.  On  the  fouth,  is  the  bay, 
confined  by  the  two  promontories 
of  Mifenum  and  Minerva,  the  view 
being  terminated  by  tho  iflands 
Frocida,  liebia,  and  Capr'ea  $  and' 


as  you  afeend  to  the  caftle  of  St. 
Elmo,  you  have  all  thefe  objects 
under  your  eye  at  onte,  with  the 
addition  of  a  great  part  of  the 
Campagna. 

Independent  of  its  happy  fitua- 
tion,  Naples  v  a  very  beautiful 
city.  The  ftyle  of  archit*  clure, 
it  mu  ft  be  confeflbd,  is  inferior  to 
what  prevails  at  Rome ;  but  tho’ 
Naples  cannot  vie  with  that  city 
in  the  number  of  palaces,  or  in 
the  grandeur  and  magnificence  of 
the  churches,  the  private  houfes 
in  general  are  better  built,  and 
are  more  uniformly  convenient  ; 
the  ftreets  are  broad’ r  and  better 
paved.  No  ftreet  in  Rome  equals 
in  beauty  the  Strada  di  Toledo  at 
Naples  ;  and  fill  lefs  can  any  of 
them  be  compared  with  thofe  beau¬ 
tiful  ftreets  which  are  open  to  the 
bay.  This  is  the  native  country 
of  the  zephyrs ;  here  the  exceftive 
heat  of  the  fun  is  often  tempered 
with  fea  breezes,  and  with  gales, 
wafting  the  perfumes  of  the  Cam¬ 
pagna  Felice. 

The  houfes,  in  general,  are  five 
or  fix  ftories  in  height,  and  flat  at 
the  top  ;  on  which  are  placed  num¬ 
bers  of  flower  vales  or  fruit  trees, 
in  boxes  of  earth,  producing  a  very 
gay  and  agrseable  eifedt. 

i  he  fortrefs  of  St.  Elmo  is  built 
on  a  mountain  of  the  fame  name. 
The  garrifon  ftationed  here  have 
the  entire  command  of  the  town, 
and  could  lay  it  in  afhes  at  plea- 
fure.  A  little  lower,  on  the  fame 
mountain,  is  a  convent  of  Carthu- 
fians.  The  fituation  of  this  con¬ 
vent  is  as  advantageous  and  beau- 
tiful  as  can  be  imagined  ;  and  much 
expence  has  been  lavifhed  to  ren¬ 
der  the  building,  the  apartments, 
and  the  gardens,  equal  to  the  fitu¬ 
ation. 

Though 
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Though  Naples  is  admirably 
fituated  for  commerce,  and  no  king¬ 
dom  produces  the  neceffaries  and 
luxuries  of  life  in  greater  profufion, 
yet  trade  is  but  in  a  languifhing 
condition  ;  the  bed  filks  come  from 
Lyons,  and  the  beft  woollen  goods 
from  England. 

The  chief  articles  manufactured 
here,  at  prefent,  are,  filk  {lockings, 
foap,  fnuff-boxes,  or  tor toi fe- fh ells ; 
and  the  lava  of  Mount  Vefuvius, 
tables,  and  ornamental  furniture, 
of  marble. 

They  are  thought  to  embroider 
here  better  than  even  in  Fiance  ; 
and  their  macaroni  is  preferred  to 
that  made  in  any  other  part  of 
Italy,  The  Neapolitans  excel  alfo 
in  liqueurs  and  confections ;  parti¬ 
cularly  in  one  kind  of  confeCtion, 
which  is  fold  at  a  very  high  price, 
called  Diabolonis.  T  his  drug,  as 
you  will  guefs  from  its  name,  is 
of  a  very  hot  and  Simulating  na¬ 
ture,  and  what  I  fhould  think  by 
no  means  requifite  to  Neapolitan 
confdtutions. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  town 
are  computed  at  three  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand.  I  make  no  doubt 
of  their  amounting  to  that  num¬ 
ber  ;  for  though  Naples  is  notone 
third  of  the  hze  of  London,  yet 
many  of  the  flreets  here  are  more 
crowded  than  the  Strand.  In 
London  and  Paris,  the  people  who 
fill  the  flreets  are  mere  paffengers, 
hurrying  from  place  to  place  on 
bufinefs  ;  and  when  they  choofe 
to  converfe,  or  to  amufe  them- 
felves,  they  refort  to  the  public 
walks  or  gardens  :  at  Naples  the 
citizens  have  fewer  avocations  of 
bufinefs  to  excite  their  aCUvity ; 
no  public  walks,  or  gardens,  to 
which  they  can  refort ;  and  are, 
therefore,  more  frequently  feen 
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fauntering  and  convening  in  the 
flreets,  where  a  great  proportion 
of  the  poorefl:  fort,  for  want  of 
habitations,  are  obliged  to  fpend 
the  night  as  well  as  the  day. 
While  ycu  fit  in  your  chamber  at 
London,  cr  at  Paris,  the  ufual 
noife  you  hear  from  the  flreets,  is 
that  of  carriages  ;  but  at  Naples, 
where  they  talk  with  uncommon 
vivacity,  and  where  whole  flreets 
full  of  talkers  are  in  continual 
employment,  the  noife  of  carriages 
is  completely  drowned  in  the  a g*. 
gregated  clack  of  human  voices* 
In  the  midft  of  all  this  idlenefs, 
fewer  riots  or  outrages  of  any  kind 
happen,  than  might  be  expe&ed 
in  a  town  where  the  police  is  far 
frem  being  ftridt,  and  where  fuch 
multitudes  of  poor  unemployed 
people  meet  together  every  day. 
This  partly  proceeds  from  the 
national  character  of  the  Italians* 
which,  in  my  opinion,  is  quiet, 
fubmiflive,  and'  averfe  to  rict  or 
fe^ition  ;  and  partly  to  the  com¬ 
mon  people  being  univerfally  fo¬ 
bs  r,  and  never  inflamed  with 
flrong  and  fpirituous  liquors,  as 
they  are  in  the  northern  countries. 
Iced  water  and  lemonade  are 
among  the  luxuries  of  the  lowefl 
vulgar  ;  they  are  carried  about  im 

little  barrels,  and  fold  in  half- 

» 

penny’s  worth.  The  half  naked 
lazzarone  is  ofien  tempted  to  fpend 
the  fmall  pittance  deftined  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  family  on  this 
bewitching  beverage,  as  the  moil 
diUbiute  of  the  low  people  in  Lon¬ 
don  fpend  their  wages  on  gin  and 
brandy  ;  fo  that  the  fame  extrava¬ 
gance  which  cools  the  mob  of  the 
one  city,  tends  to  inflame  that  of 
the  other  to  aids-of  excefs  and  bru¬ 
tality. 

There 
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There  is  not,  perhaps,  a  city  in 
the  world,  with  the  fame  number 
of  inhabitants,  in  which  fo  few 
contribute  to  the  wealth  of  the. 
community  by  ufeful,  or  by  pro¬ 
ductive  .labour,  as  Naples  ;  but 
the  numbers  of  prieits,  monks, 
fiddlers,  lawyers,  nobility,  foot¬ 
men,  and  lazzaronis,  furpafs  all 
jeafonable  proportion ;  the  lalt 
alone  are  computed  at  thirty  or 
.forty  thoufand.  If  thefe  poor  fel¬ 
lows  are  idle,  it  is  not  their  own 
fault  ;  they  are  continually  run¬ 
ning  about '  the  fireets,  as  we  are 
told  of  the  artificers  of  China, 
offering  their  fervice,  and  begging 
for  employment ;  and  are  con¬ 
sidered,  by  many,  as  of  more  real 
utility  than  any  of  the  claffes  above 
mentioned. 

The  Neapolitan  nobility  are 
exceffively  fond  of  fplendour  and 
fhow.  This  appears  in  the  bril¬ 
liancy  of  their  equipages,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  their  attendants,  therichnefs 
of  their  drefs,  and  the  grandeur  of 
their  titles. 

I  am  affured,  that  the  king  of 
Naples  counts  a  hundred  per fons 
with  the  title  of  prince,  and  ft  ill  a 
greater  number  with  that  of  duke, 
among  his  fubje&s.  Six  or  feven 
of  thefe  have  eftates,  which  pro¬ 
duce  from  ten  to  twelve  or  thirteen 
thoufand  pounds  a  year  ;  a  confi- 
derable  number  have  fortunes  of 
about  half  that  value ;  and  the 
annual  revenue  of  many  is  not 
above  one  or  two  thoufand  pounds. 
With  refpeft  to  the  inferior  orders 
of  nobility,  they  are  much  poorer  ; 
many  counts  and  marquiffes  have 
not  above  three  or  four  hundred 
pounds  a  year  of  paternal  eftate, 
many  ftill  lefs,  and  not  a  few  enjoy 
the  title  without  any  eftate  what¬ 
ever. 


When  we  confider  the  magni- 
licence  of  their  entertainments, 
the  fplendour  of  their  equipages, 
and  the  number  of  their  fervants, 
we  are  furprifed  that  the  richeft  of 
them  can  fupport  fuch  expenfive 
eftabiiftiments.  I  dined,  foon  after 
our  arrival,  at  the  prince  of  Franca 
Villa’s  ;  there  were  about  forty 
people  at  table ;  it  was  meagre 
day;  the  dinner  confifted  entirely 
of  fiffi  and  vegetables,  and  was 
the  molt  magnificent  entertainment 
I  ever  faw,  comprehending  an 
infinite  variety  of  difties,  a  vail: 
profufion  of  fruit,  and  the  wines  of 
every  country  in  Europe.  I  dined 
fince  at  the  prince  Iacci’s.  I  .(hall 
mention  two  circumftances,  from 
which  you  may  form  an  idea  of  the 
grandeur  of  an  Italian  palace,  and 
the  number  of  domeftics  which 
fome  of  the  nobility  retain.  We 
pa  fled  through  twelve  or  thirteen, 
large  rooms  before  we  arrived  at 
the  dining-room  ;  there  were  thir¬ 
ty-fix  perfons  at  table,  none  ferved 
but  the  prince’s  domeftics,  and 
each  gueft  had  a  footman  behind 
his  chair;  other  domeftics  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  prince  remained  in  the 
adjacent  rooms,  and  in  the  hall.  We 
afterwards  palled  through  a  conft- 
derable  number  of  other  rooms  in 
our  way  to  one  from  which  there  is 
a  very  commanding  view. 

No  eftate  in  England  could  fup~ 
port  fuch  a  number  of  fervants, 
paid  and  fed  as  Englifh  fervants 
are;  but  here  the  wages  are  very 
moderate  indeed,  and  the  greater 
numberof  men  fervants,  belonging 
to  the  firft  families,  give  their  at¬ 
tendance  through  the  day  only, 
and  find  beds  and  provifions  for 
them felves.  It  m u ft  be  remem¬ 
bered,  alfo,  that  few  of  the  nobles 
give  entertainments,  and  thofe 
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who  do  not,  are  faid  to  live  very 
fiparingly ;  fo  that  the  whole  of 
their  revenue,  whatever  that  may 
be,  is  exhaufted  on  articles  of 
fhow. 

As  there  is  no  opera  at  prefent, 
the  people  of  fafhion  generally  pafs 
part  of  the  evening  at  the  corfo, 
on  the  fea-fhore.  This  is  the  great 
fcene  of  Neapolitan  fplendour  and 
parade  ;  and,  on  grand  occafions, 
the  magnificence  difplayed  here 
will  ftrike  a  llranger  very  much. 
The  fined:  carriages  are  painted, 
gilt,  varnifhed,  and  lined,  in  a 
richer  and  more  beautiful  manner, 
than  has  as  yet  become  falhionable 
either  in  England  or  France  ;  they 
are  often  drawn  by  fix,  and  fome- 
times  by  eight  horfes. 

It  is  the  mode  here  to  have 
two  running  footmen,  very  gaily 
dreffed,  before  the  carriage,  and 
three  or  four  fervants  in  rich  live¬ 
ries  behind  ;  thefe  attendants  are 
generally  the  handlbmefl:  young- 
men  that  can  be  procured.  The 
ladies  or  gentlemen  within  the 
coaches,  glitter  in  all  the  bril¬ 
liancy  of  lace,  embroidery,  and 
jewels.  The  Neapolitan  carriages, 
for  gala  days,  are  made  on  pur- 
pofe,  with  very  large  windows, 
that  the  fpe&ators  may  enjoy  a 
full  view,  .of  the  parties  within. 
Nothing  can  be  more  fhowy  than 
the  harnefs  of  the  horfes  ;  their 
heads  and  manes  are  ornamented 
with  the  rare#  plumage,  and  their 
tails  fet  off  with  ribband  and  arti¬ 
ficial  flowers,  in  fuch  a  graceful 
manner  that  you  are  apt  to  think 
they  have  been  adorned  by  the 
fame  hands  that  dreffed  the  heads 
of  the  ladies,  and  r.ot  by  common 
grooms. 

His  Neapolitan  majefty  feems  to 
be  about  the  age  of  iix  or  feven- 


*5 

and-twenty.  He  is  a  prince  of 
great  activity  of  body,  and  a  good 
conflitution  ;  he  indulges  in  fre¬ 
quent  relaxations  from  the  cares  of 
government  and  the  fatigue  of 
thinking,  by  hunting  and  other 
exercifes  ;  and  (which  ought  to 
give  a  high  idea  of  his  natural 
talents)  he  never  fails  to  acquire 
a  very  confid'erahle  degree  of  per¬ 
fection  in  thofe  things  to  which  he 
applies.  He  is  very  fond,  like 
the  king  of  Prufiia,  of  reviewing 
his  troops,  and  is  perfectly  mafter 
of  the  whole  myftery  of  the  manual 
exercife.  I  have  had  the  honour, 
oftener  than  once,  of  feeing  him 
exercife  the  different  regiments 
which  form  the  garrifon  here:  he 
always  gave  the  word  of  command 
with  his  own  royal  mouth,  and 
with  a  precifion  which  feemed  to 
aftonifh  the  whole  court.  This 
monarch  is  alfo  a  very  excellent 
fact;  his  uncommon  fuccefs  at 
this  diverfion  is  thought  to  have 
roufed  the  jealoufy  of  his  moil 
catholic  majefty,  who  alfo  values 
himfelf  on  his  {kill  as  a  markfman* 
The  correfpondence  between  thofe 
two  great  perfonages  often  relates 
to  their  favourite  amufement.- — A 
gentleman,  who  came  lately  from 
Madrid,  told  me,  that  the  king, 
on  fome  occafion,  had  read  a  letter 
which  he  had  juft  received  from 
his  fon  at  Naples,  wherein  he  com¬ 
plained  of  his  bad  fuccefs  on  a 
fhooting  party,  having  killed  no 
more  than  eighty  birds  in  a  day: 
and  the  Spaniih  monarch,  turning 
to  his  courtiers,  faid>  in  a  plaintive 
tone  of  voice,  cc  Mio  fiJio  piange 
(<  di  non  aver*  fatto  piu  di  ottante 
“  beccacie  in  uno  giorno,  quando 
“  mi  crederei  Puomo  il  piu  felice 
“  del  mondo  fe  poteffe  fare  qua- 
ranta,”  All  who  take  a  be¬ 
coming 
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Coming  (hare  in  the  afflictions  of  a 
royal  bofom,  will  no  doubt  join 
with  me,  in  wifning  better  fuccefs 
to  this  good  monarch,  for  the 
future.  Fortunate  would  it  be 
for  mankind,  if  the  happinefs  of 
their  princes  could  be  purchaied  at 
fo  eafy  a  rate  !  and  thrice  fortunate 
for  the  ge'nerous  people  of  Spain, 
if  the  family  connections  of  their 
monarch,  often  at  variance  with 
the  real  intereft  of  that  country, 
ihould  never  feduce  him  into  a 
more  ruinous  war,  than  that  which 
he  now  wages  againft  the  beads  of 
the  fidd,  and  the  birds  of  the  air. 
His  Neapolitan  majefty,  as  I  am 
informed,  pofiefies  many  other 
accompli  fitments  ;  I  particularise 
thole  only  to  which  I  have  myfelf 
been  a  witnefs.  No  king  in  Eu¬ 
rope  is  fuppofed  to  underffand  the 
game  of  billiards  better.  I  had 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  him  ffrike 
the  mod  brilliant  broke  that  per¬ 
haps  ever  was  (truck  by  a  crowned 
head.  The  ball  of  his  antagoniff 
was  near  one  of  the  middle  pockets, 
and  his  own  in  fuch  a  fituatfon, 
that  it  was  absolutely  neceffary  to 
make  it  rebound  from  two  different 
parts  of  the  cufhicn,  before  it 
could  pocket  the  other.  A  perfon 
of  lefs  enterprize  would  have  been 
contented  with  placing  himfelf  in 
a  fafe  fit  nation,  at  a  fmall  lofs, 
and  never  have  rifqued  any  cfFen- 
five  attempt  againii  the  enemy  ; 
but  the  difficulty  and  danger,  in- 
ftead  of  intimidating,  feemed  ra¬ 
ther  to  animate  the  ambition  of 
this  Prince.  He  fummoned  all 
his  addrefs  ;  he  eftimated,  with  a 
mathematical  eye,  the  angles  at 
which  the  ball  rnuft  fly  off;  and 
he  (truck  it  with  an  undaunted 
mind  and  a  ffeady  hand.  It  re¬ 
bounded  obliquely,  from  the  op- 
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pofite  fide-cuffiion  to  that  at  the 
end,  from  which  it  moved  in  a 
direCt  line  towards  the  middle 
pocket,  which  feemed  to  (land  in 
gaping  expectation  to  receive  it. 
The  hearts  of  the  fpeCtators  beat 
thick  as  it  rolled  along;  and  they 
(hewed,  by  the  contortions  of  their 
faces  and  perfons,  how  much  they 
feared  that  it  fhould  move  one 
hair-breadth  in  a  wrong  direction. 
—I  muff  here  interrupt  this  im¬ 
portant  narrative,  toobferve,  that 
when  I  talk  of  contortions,  if  you 
form  your  idea  from  any  thing  of 
that  kind  which  you  may  have  feea 
around  an  Englifh  billiard-table  or 
bowling-green,  you  can  have  no 
juff  notion  of  thofe  which  were  ex¬ 
hibited  on  this  occafion  :  your  ima¬ 
gination  muff  triple  the  force  and 
energy  of  every  Englifh  grimace, 
before  it  can  do  ruftice  to  the  ner¬ 
vous  twiff  of  an  Italian  counte¬ 
nance.-— At  length  the  royal  ball 
reached  that  of  the  enemy,  and  with 
a  (ingle  blow'  drove  it  off  the  plain. 
An  univerfal  ffiout  of  joy,  triumph* 
and  applaufe,  burft  from  the  be¬ 
holders  ;  but, 

O  thoughtlefs  mortals,  ever  blind  to  fate,) 
Too  foon  dejefted,  and  too  foon  elate! 

the  victorious  ball,  purfuing  the 
enemy  too  far,  (hared  the  fame 
fate,  and  was  buried  in  the  fame 
grave,  with  the  vanquifhed.  This 
fatal  and  unforefeen  event  feemed 
to  make  a  deep,  impreffion  on  the 
minds  of  all  who  were  witnefies  to 
if ;  and  will  no  doubt  be  recorded 
in  the  annals  of  the  prefent  reign, 
and  quoted  by  future  poets  and 
hifforians,  as  a  (hiking  inffance  of 
the  inliability  of  fubi unary  fe¬ 
licity.  In  domeftic  life,  this 
Prince  is  generally  allowed  to  be 
an  eafy  mailer,  a  good-natured 
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hufoand,  a  dutiful  fon,  and  an  in¬ 
dulgent  father. 

The  queen  of  Naples  is  a  beau¬ 
tiful  woman,  and  feems  to  poifefs 
the  affability,  good-humour,  and 
benevolence,  which  diftinguiih,  in 
fuch  an  amiable  manner,  the  Au- 
ltrian  family. 

The  hereditary  jurifdiftion  of 
the  nobles  over  their  vaflals  fubfifts, 
both  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples  and 
Sicily,  in  the  full  rigour  of  the 
feudal  government.  The  peafants 
therefore  are  poor  ;  and  it  depends 
entirely  on  the  perfonal  character 
'jf  the  mailers,  whether  their  po¬ 
verty  is  not  the  leall  of  their 
grievances. 

The  court  of  Naples  has  not 
yet  ventured,  by  one  open  aft  of 
authority,  to  aboliih  the  immo¬ 
derate  power  of  the  lords  over  their 
tenants.  But  it  is  believed  that 
the  miniiler  fecretly  wifhes  for  its 
deilruftion  ;  and  in  cafes  of  fla¬ 
grant  opprellion,  when  complaints 
are  brought  before  the  legal  courts, 
or  directly  to  the  king  himfelf,  by 
the  peafants  againfl  their  lord,  it 
is  generally  remarked  that  the 
miniiler  favours  the  complainant. 
Notwithflanding  this,  the  mailers 
have  fo  many  opportunities  of  op- 
preffing,  and  fuch  various  methods 
of  teazing,  .their  vaffals,  that  they 
generally  chufe  to  bear  their 
wrongs  in  filence  ;  and  perceiving 
that  thofe  who  hold  their  lands 
immediately  from  the  crown,  are 
in  a  much  eafier  fituation  than 
themfelves,  without  raifing  their 
hopes  to  perfeft  freedom,  the 
height  of  their  wifhes  is  to  be 
fheltered  from  the  vexations  of 
little  tyrants,  under  the  unlimited 
power  of  one  common  mafler. 
The  objefts  of  royal  attention, 
they  fondlv  imagine,  are  too  fob- 
Vol.  XXIII. 


lime,  and  the  minds  of  kings  too 
generous,  to  iloop  to,  or  even  to 
countenance,  in  their  fervants,  the 
minute  and  unreafonable  exactions, 
which  are  wrung  at  prefent  from 
the  hard  hands  of  the  exhauiled 
labourer. 

Though  the  Neapolitan  nobility 
dill  retain  the  ancient  feudal  au¬ 
thority  over  the  peafants,  yet  their 
perfonal  importance  depends,  in  a 
great  meafure,  on  the  favour  of 
the  king  ;  who,  under  pretext  of 
any  offence,  can  confine  them  to 
their  own  eilates,  or  imprifon  therm 
at  pleafure ;  and  who,  without 
any  alledged  offence,  and  without 
going  to  fuch  extremes,  can  infiift 
a  punifhment,  highly  fenfible  to 
them,  by  not  inviting  them  to  the 
am u foments  of  the  court,  or  not 
receiving  them  with  fmiles  when 
they  attend  on  any  ordinary  oc- 
cafion.  Unlefs  this  prince  were  fo 
very  impolitic  as  to  difguif  all  the 
nobility  at  once,  and  fo  unite  the 
whole  body  againft  him,  he  has 
little  to  fear  from  their  refentmento 
Even  in  cafe  of  fuch  an  union,  as 
the  nobles  have  loft  the  affection 
and  attachment  of  their  peafants* 
what  could  they  do  in  oppofition  to 
a  Handing  army  of  thirty  thoufand 
men,  entirely  devoted  to  the  crown  ? 
The  eftablifhment  of  Handing  ar¬ 
mies  has  univerfally  given  liability 
to  the  power  of  the  prince,  and 
ruined  that  of  the  great  lords.  No 
nobility  in. Europe  can  now  be 
faid  to  inherit  political  import¬ 
ance,  or  to  aft  independent  ofp 
or  in  oppofition  to,  the  influence 
of  the  crown  ;  except  the  temporal 
peers  of  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
called  England. 

The  citizens  of  Naples  form  a 
fociety  of  their  own,  perfeftly 
diftinft  from  the  nobility ;  and 
C  although 
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although  they  are  not  the  mod 
indufirious  people  in  the  world, 
yet,  having  fome  degrge  of  occu¬ 
pation,  ar.d  their  ti,me  being  di¬ 
vided  between  bufinefs  and  plea- 
fure,  they  probably  have  more 
enjoyment  than  thofe,  who,  with¬ 
out  internal  refources,  or  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  aflive  exertion,  pafs 
their  lives  in  fenfual  gratifications, 
and  in  waiting  the  returns  of  ap¬ 
petite  around  a  gaming  table.  In 
the  mod  refpedlable  clafs  of  citi¬ 
zens,  are  comprehended  the  law¬ 
yers,  of  whom  there  are  an  incre¬ 
dible  number  in  this  town.  The 
mod  eminent  of  this  profeffion 
hold,  indeed,  a  kind  of  inter¬ 
mediate  rank  between  the  nobility 
and  citizens ;  the  red  are  on  a 
level  with  the  phyficians,  the 
principal  merchants,  and  the  ar- 
tids  ;  none  of  whom  can  make 
great  fortunes,  however  indudrious 
they  may  be ;  but  a  moderate  in¬ 
come  enables  them  to  fupport  their 
rank  in  fociety,  and  to  enjoy  all 
the  conveniences,  and  many  of  the 
luxuries,  of  life. 

England  is  perhaps  the  only 
nation  in  Europe  where  fome  indi¬ 
viduals,  of  every  profeffion,  even 
of  the  lowed,  find  it  poffible  to 
accumulate  great  fortunes  ;  the 
effect  of  this  v^ry  frequently  is, 
th  at  the  fon  defpifes  the  profellicn 
of  the  father,  commences  gentle* 
man,  and  aiffipates,  in  a  few  years, 
what  cod  a  life  to  gather.  In  the 
principal  cities  of  Germany  and 
Italy,  we  find,  that  the  ancedors 
of  many  of  thofe  citizens  who  are 
the  mod  eminent  in  their  particular 
bufineffes,  have  tran knitted  the 
art  to  them  through  feveral  gene¬ 
rations.  It  is  natural  to  imagine, 
that  this  will  tend  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  art,  or  fcienee,  or  pro- 


feffion,  as  well  as  the  family  f©r~ 
tune;  and  that  the  third  gene¬ 
ration  will  acquire  knowledge  front 
the  experience,  as  well  as  wealth 
from  the  indudry,  of  the  former 
two  ;  whereas,  in  the  cafes  alluded 
to  above,  the  wheel  of  fortune 
moves  differently-  A  man,  by  affi- 
duity  in  a  particular  bufinefs,  and 
by  genius,  acquires  a  great  fortune 
and  a  high  reputation  ;  the  fon 
throws  awav  the  fortune,  and  ruins 
his  own  charafler  by  extravagance  ; 
and  the  grandfon  is  obliged  to  re¬ 
commence  the  bufinefs,  unaided 
by  the  wealth  or  experience  of  his 
ancedors.  This,  however,  is  point¬ 
ing  out  an  evil  which  I  fhould  be 
forry  to  fee  remedied  ;  becaufe  it 
certainly  originates  in  the  riches 
and  profperity  of  the  country  in 
which  it  exids. 

The  number  of  prieds,  monks, 
and  ecclefialiks  of  all  the  various 
orders  that  fwarm  in  this  city,  is 
prodigious  ;  and  the  provifion  ap¬ 
propriated  for  their  ufe,  is  as  am¬ 
ple.  I  am  affured,  that  the  clergy 
are  in  poffefiion  of  confiderably 
above  one-third  of  the  revenue  of 
the  whole  kingdom,  over  and  above 
what  fome  particular  orders  among 
them  acquire  by  begging  for  the 
ufe  of  their  convents,  and  what  is 
gotten  in  legacies  by  the  addrefs 
and  adiduity  of  the  whole.  The 
unproductive  wealth,  which  is 
lodged  in  the  churches  and  con¬ 
vents  of  this  citv,  amounts  alfo  to 
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an  amazing  value.  Not  to  ba 
compared  in  point  of  architecture 
to  the  churches  and  convents  of 
Rome,  thofe  of  Naples  furpafs 
them  in  riches,  in  the  value  of 
their  jewels,  and  in  the  quantity 
of  filver  and  golden  crucifixes, 
veffels,  and  implements  of  various 
kinds.  This  wealth,  whatever  it 

amounts 
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amounts  to,  is  of  as  little  ufe  to 
the  kingdom,  as  if  it  Hill  remained 
in  the  mines  of  Peru  ;  and  the 
greater  part  of  it,  furely,  affords 
as  little  comfort  to  the  clergy  and 
monks  as  to  any  other  part  of  the 
community  ;  for  though  it  belongs 
to  their  church,  or  their  convent, 
yet  it  can  no  more  be  converted  to 
the  ufe  of  the  p riefls  and  monks  of 
fuch  churches  and  convents,  than 
to  the  tradefmen  who  inhabit  the 
adjacent  ftreets.  For  this  reafon  I 
am  a  good  deal  furprifed,  that  no 
pretext,  or  fubterfuge,  has  been 
found,  no  expedient  fallen  on,  no 
treaty  or  convention  made,  for  ap¬ 
propriating  part  of  this  at  lea  11  to 
the  ufe  of  fome  fet  of  people  or 
other.  If  the  clergy  were  to  lay 
their  hands  on  it,  this  might  be 
found  fault  with  by  the  king;  if 
his  majelly  dreamt  of  taking  any 
part  of  it  for  the  exigencies  of 
the  hate,  the  clergy  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  raife  a  clamour  ;  and  if 
both  united,  the  Pope  would  think 
he  had  a  right  to  pronounce  his 
vote  :  but  if  all  thefe  three  powers 
could  come  to  an  underkanding, 
and  fettle  their  proportions,  I  am 
apt  to  think  a  partition  might  be 
made  as  quietly  as  that  of  Po¬ 
land. 

Whatever  fcruples  the  Neapo¬ 
litan  clergy  may  have  to  fuch  a 
project,  they  certainly  have  none 
to  the  full  enjoyment  of  their 
revenues.  No  clafs  of  men  can  be 
lei's  difpofed  to  offend  Providence 
by  a  peevifh  negledl  of  the  good 
things  which  the  bounty  of  heaven 
has  bellowed.  Self  denial  is  a 
virtue,  which  I  will  not  fay  they 
polfefs  in  a  fmalier  degree,  but 
which,  I  am  lure,  they  affect  lefs 
than  any  other  ecclefiailics  1  know  ; 
they  live  very  much  in  fociety, 
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both  w.ith  the  nobles  and  citizens. 
All  of  them,  the  monks  not  ex¬ 
cepted,  attend  the  theatre,  and 
feem  to  join  molt  cordially  in  other 
diverfions  and  amufements;  the 
common  people  are  no  ways 
offended  at  this,  or  imagine  that: 
they  ought  to  live  in  a  more  reclufe 
manner.  I  am  informed,  that  a 
very  confiderable  diminution  in 
the  number  of  monks  has  taken, 
place  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples 
fince  the  fuppreilion  of  the  Jefuits, 
and  fince  a  liberty  of  quitting  the 
cowl  was  granted  by  the  late  Pope; 
but  ltill  there  is  no  reafon  to  com¬ 
plain  of  a  deficiency  in  this  order 
of  men.  The  richeffc  and  moll 
commodious  convents  in  Europe, 
both  for  male  and  female  votaries, 
are  in  this  city  ;  the  moll  fertile 
and  beautiful  hills  of  the  environs 
are  covered  with  them  ;  a  fmall 
part  of  their  revenue  is  fpent  in 
feeding  the  poor,  the  monks  dillri- 
buting  bread  and  foup  to  a  certain 
number  every  day  before  the  doors 
of  the  convents.  Some  of  the 
friars  lludy  phyfic  and  forgery,  and 
pradlife  thefe  arts  with  great  ap- 
plaufe.  Each  convent  has  an 
apothecary’s  fhop  belonging  to  it, 
where  medicines  are  delivered 
gratis  to  the  poor,  and  fold  to 
thofe  who  can  afford  to  pay.  On 
all  thefe  accounts  the  monks  in 
general  are  greater  favourite?  with 
the  common  people  than  even  the 
fecular  clergy. 

The  lazzaroni,  or  black-guards, 
as  has  been  already  obferved,  form 
a  confiderable  part  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Naples;  and  have,  on 
fome  well-known  occafions,  had 
the  government  for  a  fhort  time  in 
their  own  hands.  They  are  com¬ 
puted  at  above  thirty  thoufand  ; 
the  greater  part  of  them  have  no 
C  2  dwelling- 
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dwelling-houfes,  but  keep  every 
night  under  porticos,  piazzas,  or 
any  kind  of  fhelter  they  can  find. 
Thofe  of  them  who  have  wives  and 
children,  live  in  the  fuburbs  of 
Naples  near  Paufilippo,  in  huts, 
or  in  caverns  or  chambers  dug  out 
of  that  mountain.  Some  gain  a 
livelihood  by  fifhing,  others  by 
carrying  burdens  to  and  from  the 
fhipping;  many  walk  about  the 
ifreets  ready  to  run  on  errands,  or 
to  perform  any  labour  in  their 
power  for  a  very  fmall  recompence. 
As  they  do  not  meet  with  conftant 
employment,  their  wages  are  not 
fufficient  for  their  maintenance  ; 
the  foup  and  bread  difiributed  at 
the  door  of  the  convents  fupply  the 
deficiency.  Theiazzaroni  are  ge¬ 
nerally  reprefented  as  a  lazy,  li¬ 
centious,  and  turbulent  fet  of  peo¬ 
ple  ;  what  I  have  obferved  gives 
me  a  very  different  idea  of  their 
character.  Their  idlenefs  is  evi¬ 
dently  the  effefl  of  neceffity,  not 
of  choice ;  they  are  always  ready 
to  perform  any  work,  however 
laborious,  for  a  very  reafonable 
gratification.  It  mult  proceed  from 
the  fault  of  government,  when 
fuch  a  number  of  (tout  a&ive  citi¬ 
zens  remain  unemployed;  and  fo 
far  are  they  from  being  licentious 
and  turbulent,  that  1  cannot  help 
thinking  they  are  by  much  too 
tame  and  fubmiffive.  Though  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Italian  cities 
were  the  firll  who  fin  ok  off  the 
feudal  yoke,  and  though,  in  Naples 
they  have  long  enjoyed  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  municipal  jurifdi&ion, 
yet  the  external  fplendour  of  the 
nobles,  and  the  authority  they  Hill 
exercile  over  the  peafants,  impofe 
upon  the  minds  of  the  lazzaroni  ; 
and  however  bold  and  refentful 
they  may  be  of  injuries  offered  by 


others,  they  bear  the  infolence  of 
the  nobility  as  paffively  as  peafants 
fixed  to  the  foil.  A  coxcomb  of  a 
volanti  tricked  out  in  his  fantafiical 
drefs,  or  any  of  the  liveried  Haves 
of  the  great,  mcke  no  ceremony 
of  treating  thefe  poor  fellows  with 
all  the  infolence  and  infenfibility 
natural  to  their  makers ;  and  for 
no  vifible  reafon,  but  becaufe  he  is 
dreffed  in  lace,  and  the  others  in 
rags.  Inflea-d  of  calling  to  them  to 
make  way,  when  the  noife  in  the 
fireets  prevents  the  common  people 
from  hearing  the  approach  of  the 
carriage,  a  ilroke  acrofs  the  fhoul- 
ders  with  the  cane  of  the  running 
footman,  is  the  ufual  warning  they 
receive.  Nothing  animates  this 
people  to  infurrection,  bat  fome 
very  prefiing  and  very  univerfal 
caufe  ;  fuck  as  a  fcarcity  of  bread  s 
every  other  grievance  they  bear  as 
if  it  were  their  charter.  When  we 
confider  thirty  thoufand  human 
creatures  without  beds  or  ha¬ 
bitations,  wandering  almoft  naked 
in  fearch  of  food  through  the 
ftreets  of  a  well  built  city  ;  when 
we  think  of  the  opportunities  they 
have  of  being  together,  of  com¬ 
paring  their  own  deftitute  iituation 
with  the  affluence  of  others,  one 
cannot  help  being  allonifhed  a t 
their  patience. 

Let  the  prince  be  diftinguiffled 
by  iplendour  and  magnificence ; 
let  the  great  and  the  rich  have 
their  luxuries  ;  but,  in  the  name 
of  humanity,  let  the  poor,  who 
are  willing  to  labour,  have  food  in 
abundance  to  fatisfy  the  cravings 
of  nature,  and  raiment  to  defend 
them  from  the  inclemencies  of  the 
weather ! 

If  their  governors,  whether  from 
weaknefs  or  negleft,  do  not  fupply 
them  with  thefe,  they  certainly 

have 
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have  a  right  to  help  themfelves. — 
Every  law  of  equity  and  common 
fenfe  will  judify  them,  in  revolting 
againft  fuch  governors*  and  in  la- 
tisfying  their  own  wants  from  the 
fuperfluities  of  lazy  luxury. 


Of  the  poetical  Rehearfers  and  Im- 
prou^ijatori . 

AS  I  fauntered  along  the  Strada 
Nuova  lately,  I  perceived  a 
groupe  of  people  liftening,  with 
much  attention,  to  a  perfon  who 
harangued  them  in  a  raifed,  fo- 
lemn  voice,  and  with  great  gefti- 
culation.  I  immediately  made  one 
of  the  auditory,  which  increafed 
every  moment  ;  men,  women,  and 
children  bringing  feats  from  the 
neighbouring  houfes,  on  which 
they  placed  themfelves  around  the 
orator.  He  reoeated  danzas  from 
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Ariodo,  in  a  pompous,  recitativo 
cadence,  peculiar  to  the  natives  of 
Italy  ;  and  he  had  a  book  in  his 
hand,  to  a  {fill  his  memory  when  it 
failed.  He  made  occafional  com¬ 
mentaries  in  profe,  by  way  of 
bringing  the  poet’s  exprelfion 
nearer  to  the  level  of  his  hearers* 
capacities.  His  cloak  hung  loofe 
from  one  (boulder ;  his  right  arm 
was  difengaged,  for  the  purpofes 
of  oratory.  Sometimes  he  waved 
it  with  a  Dow,  fmooth  motion, 
which  accorded  with  the  cadence 
of  the  verfes;  fometimes  he  preffed 
it  to  his  bread,  to  give  energy  to 
the  pathetic  fentirnents  of  the 
poet.  Now  he  gathered  the  hang¬ 
ing  folds  of  the  right  fide  of  his 
cloak,  and  held  them  gracefully 
up,  in  imitation  of  a  Roman  fe- 
nator  ;  and  anon  he  fvvung  them 
acrofs  his  left  fhoulder,  like  a  ci¬ 
tizen  of  Naples*  He  humoured 


the  danza  by  his  voice,  which  he 
could  modulate  to  the  key  of  any 
paffion,  from  the  boiderous  burfts 
of  rage,  to  the  foft  notes  of  pity  or 
love.  But,  when  he  came  to  de» 
fcribe  the  exploits  of  Orlando,  he 
trufted  neither  to  the  powers  of  his 
own  voice,  nor  the  poet’s  genius  ; 
but,  throwing  off  his  cloak,  and 
grafping  his  cane,  he  affumed  the 
warlike  attitude  and  dern  coun¬ 
tenance  of  that  hero;  reprefenting, 
by  the  mod  animated  adion,  how 
he  drove  his  fpear  through  the 
bodies  of  fix  of  his  enemies  at 
once  ;  the  point  at  the  fame  time 
killing  a  feventh,  who  would  alfo 
have  remained  transfixed  with  his  * 
companions,  if  the  fpear  could 
have  held  more  than  fix  men  of  an 
ordinary  fize  upon  it  at  a  time. 

II  Cavalier  d’Anglante  ove  pui  fpeffe 
Vide  le  genti  e  l’arme,  abbafso  l’afta, 

Ed  uno  in  quella,  e  polcia  un  altro  meffe 
E  un  altro,  e  un  altro,  che  fembrar  di  pafta, 

E  lino  a  fei  ve  n’inlilzo,  e  li  refl'e 
Tutti  una  lancia;  e  perche’  ella  non  bafta 
A  piu  capir,  lafcio  il  lettimo  fuore 
Ferito  li  che  di  quel  coipo  muore. 

This  danza  our  declaimer  had  no 
occafion  to  comment  upon,  as 
Ariodo  has  thought  lit  to  illudrate 
it  in  a  manner  which  feemed 
highly  to  the  tade  of  this  audience. 
For,  in  the  verfe  immediately  fol¬ 
lowing,  Orlando  is  compared  to  a 
man  killing  frogsin  marlhy  ground, 
with  a  bow  and  arrow  made  for  that 
purpofe;  an  amufement  very  com¬ 
mon  in  Italy,  and  dill  mc?re  fo  in 
France. 

•  '  L  •  V‘V'/  ,*t 

Non  altrimente  nelF  eftrema  arena 
Veggiam  le  rane  de’  canali  e  Ioffe 
Dal  cauto  arcier  ne  i  fianchi,  e  nella  fchiena 
L’una  vicina  ail’  altera  effer  percoffe, 

Ne  dalla  freccia,  tin  che  tutta  piena 
Non  ha  da  un  capo  alf  altero  offer  rimofic, 
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I  mud:  however  do  this  audience 
the  juftice  to  acknowledge,  that 
they  Teemed  to  feel  thepathetic  and 
fablime,  as  well  as  the  ludicrous, 
parts  of  the  ancient  bard. 

This  practice  of  reheard ng  the 
verfes  cf  Anodo,  TafTo,  and  other 
poets,  in  the  dreet,  i  have  not 
obferved  in  any  other  town  of 
Italy  ;  and  I  am  told  it  is  lefs 
common  here  than  it  was  formerly. 
1  remember  indeed,  at  Venice,  to 
have  frequently  feen.  mountebanks, 
who  gained  their  livelihood  by 
amufing  the  populace  at  St,  Mark’s 
Place,  with  wonderful  and  ro¬ 
mantic  dories  in  profe.- — c<  Liften, 
<lf  gentlemen,”  faid  one  of  them, 
cc  let  me  crave  your  attention,  ye 
4‘  beautiful  and  virtuous  ladies;  I 
iS  have  fomething  equally  affeding 
**  and  wonderful  to  tell  you  ;  a 
ftrange  and  ftupendous  advert- 
4i  ture,  which  happened  to  a  gal- 
(S  lant  knight.” — Perceiving  that 
this  did  not  fufficiently  intered  the 
hearers,  he  exalted  his  voice, 
calling  out  that  his  knight  was 
uno  Cavalliero  Cridiano.  The 
audience  deemed  dill  a  little 
fluctuating.  Pie  raided  his  voice  a 
note  higher,  telling  them  that  this 
chridian  knight  was  one  of  their 
own  victorious  countrymen,  “  un! 
tc  Eroe  Veneziano.”  This  fixed 
them  ;  and  he  proceeded  to  relate 
how  the  knight,  going  to  join  the 
chridian  army,  which  was  on  its 
march  to  recover  the  fepukhre  of 
Chrid  from  the  hands  of  the  in* 
Jidels,  loft  his  way  in  a  vait  w-ood, 
and  wandered  at  length  to  a  cadle, 
in  which  a  lady  of  tranfeendent 
beauty  was  kept  prifon'er  by  a 
gigantic  Saracen,  who,  having 
failed  in  all  his  endeavours  to  gain 
the  heart  of  this  peerlefs  damfel, 
jrefplved  to  gratify  his  pailion  by 


force  ;  and  had  a&ually  begun  the 
horrid  attempt,  when  the  ihrieks 
of  this  chade  maiden  reached  the 
ears  of  the  Venetian  hero;  who, 
ever  ready  to  relieve  virgins  in 
didrefs,  rudied  into  the  apartment 
from  whence  the  cries  iffued.  The 
brutal  ravifher,  alarmed  at  the 
noife,  quits  the  draggling  lady, 
at  the  very  indant  when  her 
drength  began  to  fail;  draws  his 
darning  fvvord  ;  and  a  dreadful 
combat  begins  between  him  and 
the  chridian  knight,  who  per¬ 
forms  miracles  of  courage  and  ad- 
drefs  in  redding  the.  blows  of  this 
mighty  giant ;  till,  his  foot  unfor¬ 
tunately  dipping  in  the  blood 
which  Bowed  on  the  pavement,  he 
fell  at  the  feet  of  the  Saracen  ; 
who,  immediately  feizing  the  ad¬ 
vantage  which  chance  gave  him, 
railed  his  fvvord  with  all  his  might, 
and- — -Here  the  orator’s  hat  dew 
to  the  ground,  open  to  receive  the 
contributions  cf  the  iifteners;  and 
he  continued  repeating,  “  railed 
“  his  fword  over  the  head  of  the 
(t  chridian  knight” — “  railed  his 
“  bloody,  murderous  brand,  to 
dedroy  your  noble, valiant  coun- 
<(  tryman.” — But  he  proceeded  no 
farther  in  his  narrative,  till  all 
who  feerned  interefied  in  it  had 
thrown  fomething  into  the  hat. 
pie  then  pocketed  the  money  with 
great  gravity,  and  went  on  to  in¬ 
form  them,  that,  at  this  critical 
moment,  the  Lady,  feeing  the 
danger  which  threatened  her  de¬ 
liverer,  redoubled  her  prayers  to 
the  Bleded  Mary,  who,  a  virgin 
herlelf,  is  peculiarly  attentive  and 
propitious  to  the  prayers  q!  virgins. 
]uft  as  the  Saracen’s  fword  was 
defeencing  on  the  head  of  the  Ve¬ 
netian,  a  large  bee  dew,  quick  as 
thought,  in  at  the  window,  dang 
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the  former  very  fmartly  on  the  left 
temple,  diverted  the  blow,  and 
gave  the  chridian  knight  time  to 
recover  himfelf.  The  fight  then 
recommenced  with  fiefh  fury  ;  but, 
after  the  Virgin  Mary  had  taken 
fuch  a  decided  part,  you  may  be¬ 
lieve  it  was  no  match.  The  infidel 
foon  fell  dead  at  the  feet  of  the 
believer.  But  who  do  you  think 
this  beauteous  maiden  was,  on 
whofe  account  the  combat  had 
begun  ?  Why  no  other  than  the 
filler  of  the  Venetian  hero. — This 
young  lady  had  been  doien  from 
her  father's  houfe,  while  (he  was 
yet  a  child,  by  an  Armenian  mer¬ 
chant,  who  dealt  in  no  other  goods 
than  women.  He  concealed  the 
child  till  he  found  means  to  carry 
her  to  Egypt  ;  where  he  kept  her 
in  bondage,  with  other  young  girls, 
till  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  then 
fold  her  to  the  Saracen.  I  do  not 
exadly  remember  whether  the  re¬ 
cognition  between  the  brother  and 
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filler  was  made  out  by  means  of  a 
mole  on  the  young  lady’s  neck,  or 
by  a  bracelet  on  her  arm,  which, 
with  fome  other  of  her  mother’s 
jewels,  happened  to  be  in  her 
pocket  when  file  was  fteden  ;  but, 
in  whatever  manner  this  came 
about,  there  was  the  greateft  joy 
on  the  happy  occasion;  and  the 
lady  joined  the  army  with  her 
brother,  and  one  of  the  chriftian 
commanders  fell  in  love  with  her, 
and  their  nuptials  were  folemnized 
at  Jerufalem  ;  and  they  returned 
to  Venice,  and  had  a  very  nume¬ 
rous  family  of  the  fined  children 
you  ever  beheld. 

At  Rome,  thofe  ftreet-orators 
fometimes  entertain  their  audience 
with  interefting  paffages  of  real 
hiiiory.  J  remember  having  heard 
erne,  in  particular,  give  a  full  and 
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true  account  how  the  bloody  hea¬ 
then  emperor  Nero  fet  fire  to  the 
city  of  Rome,  and  fat  at  a  window 
of  his  golden  palace,  playing  on  a 
harp,  while  the  town  was  in  flames. 
After  which  the  hiltorian  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  relate,  how  this  unna¬ 
tural  emperor  murdered  his  own 
mother  ;  and  he  concluded  by 
giving  the  audience  the  fatisfadion. 
of  hearing  a  particu’ar  detail  of  all 
the  ignominious  circumftances  at¬ 
tending  the  murderer’s  own  death. 

This  buiinefs  of  dreet-oratory, 
while  it  amufes  the  populace,  and 
keeps  them  from  lefs  innocent  an 
moreexpenfive paftimes,  gives  them 
at  the  fame  time  fbme  general  ideas 
of  hifiory.  Street-orators,  there¬ 
fore,  are  a  more  ufeful  fet  of  men 
than  another  clafs,  of  which  there 
are  numbers  at  Rome,  who  enter¬ 
tain  companies  with  extempo¬ 
raneous  verfes  on  any  given  fubjed. 
The  laft  are  called  Improuvifatoris ; 
and  fome  people  admire  thefe  per¬ 
formances  greatly.  For  my  own 
part,  lam  too  poor  a  judge  of  the 
Italian  language  either  to  admire 
or  condemn  them  ;  but,  from  the 
nature  of  the  thing,  I  fhould  ima¬ 
gine  they  are  but  indifferent.  It 
is  laid,  that  the  Italian  is  pecu¬ 
liarly  calculated  for  poetry,  and 
that  verfes  may  be  made  with  more 
facility  in  this  than  in  any  other 
language,  it  may  be  more  eafy  to 
find  fmooth  lines,  and  make  them 
terminate  in  rhime  in  Italian,  than 
in  any  language;  but  to  compofe 
verfes  with  all  the  qualities  effenciai 
to  good  poetry,  I  imagine  leifure 
and  long  refledion  are  requifite* 
Indeed  I  underdand,  from  thofe 
who  are  judges,  that  thofe  extem¬ 
pore  compolitions  of  the  Improu* 
vifatori  are  in  general  but  mean 
produdions,  confiding  of  a  few 
C  4  fulfome 
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ful  force  compliments  to  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  fame  common-place  ob- 
fervations,  put  Into  rhime,  on  the 
fubjedt  propofed.  There  is,  how¬ 
ever,  a  lady  of  an  amiable  cha¬ 
racter,  Signora  Gorilla,  _  whofe 
extempore  productions,  which  fhe 
repeats  in  the  molt  graceful  man¬ 
ner,  are  admired  by  people  of  real 
tafle.  While  we  were  at  Rome, 
this  lady  made  an  appearance  one 
evening,  at  the  aflembly  of  the 
Arcadi,  which  charmed  a  very  nu¬ 
merous  company  ;  and  of  which 
our  friend  Mr.  R— y  has  given  me 
fuch  an  account,  as  makes  me  re¬ 
gret  that  I  was  not  prefent.  After 
much  entreaty,  a  fubject  being 
given#  (he  began,  accompanied  by 
two  violins,  and  fvmg  her  unpre¬ 
meditated  {trains!  with  great  variety 
of  thought  and  elegance  of  lan¬ 
guage.  The  whole  of  her  per¬ 
formance  laded  above  an  hour, 
with  three  or  four  pa'ufes,  of  about 
five  minutes  each,  which  feemed 
neceffary,  more  that  £he  might  re¬ 
cover  her  ftrength  and  voice,  than 
for  recollection  ;  for  that  gentleman 
faid,  that  nothing  could  have  more 
the  air  of  infpiration,  or  what  we 
are  told  of  the  Pythian  Prophetefs. 
At  her  flrfl  fetting  out,  her  manner 
was  fedare,  or  rather  cold  ;  but 
gradually  becoming  animated,  her 
voice  rofe,  her  eyes  fparkled,  and 
the  rapidity  and  beauty  of  her 
exprefliops  and  ideas  feemed  fuper- 
naturaL,  She  at  laft  called  on  ano¬ 
ther  member  of  the  fociety  to  fing 
alternately  with  her,  which  he 
complied  with  ;  but  Mr.  R— y 
thought,  though  they  wer z  Arcades 
umbo ,  they  were  by  no  means  can • 
tare  pares . 

Naples  is  celebrated  for  the  fined: 
Opera  in  Europe.  This  however 
happens  not  to  be  the  feafon  of 


performing  ;  but  the  common  pco« 
p!c  enjoy  their  operas  at  all  feafons. 
Little  concerts  of  vocal  and  inftru- 
mental  mulic  are  heard  every  even¬ 
ing  in  the  Strada  Nuova,  the  Chi- 
aca,  the  Strada  di  Toledo,  and 
other  ftreets  ;  and  young  men  and 
women  are  feen  dancing  to  the 
inufic  of  ambulatory  performers 
all  along  this  delightful  bay.  To 
a  mere  fpeftator,  the  amufements 
of  the  common  people  afford  more 
delight,  than  thole  of  the  great ; 
becaufe  they  feem  to  be  more  en¬ 
joyed  by  the  one  clafl,,  than  by  the 
other.  This  is  the  cafe  every 
where,  except  in  France  ;  where 
the  high  appear  as  happy  as  thofe 
of  middle  rank,  and  the  rich  are 
very  near  as  merry  as  the  poor. 
But, *111  moil  other  countries,  the 
people  of  great  rank  and  fortune, 
though  they  flock  to  every  kind  of 
entertainment,  from  not  knowing 
what  to  do  with  themfelves,  yet 
feem  to  enjoy  them  lefs  than  thofe 
of  inferior  rank  and  fortune. 

I  know  not  what  may  be  the  cafe 
at  the  opera  ;  but  1  can  aflure  you 
there  are  none  of  thofe  burfls among 
the  auditories  which  the  Areet- 
per formers  at  Naples  gather  around 
them.  I  faw  very  lately  a  large 
cluAer  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  entertained  to  the  higheft 
degree,  and  to  all  appearance 
made  exceedingly  happy,  by  a 
poor  fellow  with  a  mark  on  his 
face,  and  a  guitar  in  his  hands. 
Fie  affembled  his  audience  by  the 
fongs  he  fung  to  the  inufic  of  his 
inftrument,  and  bv  a  thoufand 
merry  ftories  he  told  them  with 
infinite  drollery.  This  affembly 
was  in  an  open  place#  facing  the 
bay,  and  near  the  palace.  The 
old  women  fat  Aliening,  with  their 
difUfts#  fpinning  a  kind  of  coarfe 
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flax,  and  wetting  the  thread  with 
their  fpittle  ;  their  grand-children 
fpravvled  at  their  feet,  am u fed  with 
the  twirling  of  the  fpindle.  The 
men  and  their  wives,  the  youths 
and  their  miftrefies,  fat  in  a  circle, 
with  their  eyes  fixed  on  the  mu- 
fician,  who  kept  them  laughing 
for  a  great  part  of  the  evening 
with  his  flories,  which  he  enlivened 
occafionally  with  tunes  upon  the 
guitar.  At  length,  when  thecom- 
panv  was  moll:  numerous,  and  at 
the  higheft  pitch  of  good  humour, 
he  fuddenly  pulled  oft  his  mafk, 
laid  down  his  guitar,  and  open¬ 
ed  a  little  box  which  flood  before 
him,  and  add  relied  the  audience 
in  the  following  words,  as  lite¬ 
rally  as  I  can  tranflate  them  :  — 
*e  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  there  is 
“  a  time  for  all  things;  we  have 
<c  had  enough  of  jelling  ;  innocent 
“  mirth  is  excellent  for  the  health 
*c  of  the  body;  but  ocher  things 
*e  are  requifite  for  the  health  of 
sc  the  foul,  I  will  now,  with 
“  your  permiftion,  my  honourable 
“  mailers  and  miffreffes,  entertain 
“  you  with  fomething  ferious,  and 
of  infinitely  greater  importance ; 
fomething  for  which  all  of  you 
“  wiil  have  reafon  to  blefs  me  as 
long  as  you  live. Here  he 
fhook  out  of  a  bag  a  great  number 
of  little  leaden  crucifixes. — “  I  am 
juft  come  from  the  holy  houfe 
“  of  Loretto,  my  fellow  chriftians,” 
continued  he,  “  on  purpofe  to  fur- 
nilh  you  with  thofe  jewels,  more 
“  precious  than  all  the  gold  of 
Peru,  and  all  the  pearls  of  the 
*c  ocean.  Now,  my  beloved  bre- 
“  thren  and  fillers,  you  are  afraid 
*s  that  l  Hi al  1  demand  a  price  for 
“  thofe  facred  croftes,  far  above 
iC  your  abilities,  and  fomething 
ff  correfpondent  with  their  value. 
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by  way  of  indemnification  for 
“  the  fatigue  and  expence  of  the 
<f  long  journey-  which  1  have  made 
**  on  your  account,  all  the  way 

from  the  habitation  of  the  Blelfcd 
“  Virgin,  to  this  thrice  renowned 
“  city  of  Naples,  the  riches  and 
“  liberality  of  whole  inhabitants 
“  are  celebrated  all  over  the  globe. 
“  No,  my  generous  Neapolitans, 
“  I  do  not  wifh  to  take  the  ad- 
<T  vantage  of  your  pious  and  liberal 
<e  dilpofitions.  I  will  not  afk  for 
“  thofe  invaluable  crucifixes  (all 
f(  of  which,  let  me  inform  you, 
“  have  touched  the  foot  of  the 
y  holy  image  of  the  BlefTed  Virgin, 
<(  which  was  formed  by  the  hands 
“  of  St.  Luke;  and,  moreover, 
(t  each  of  them  has  been  lhaken  in 
“  the  Santifiima  Scodeila,  the  fa- 
“  cred  porringer  in  which  the  Vir- 
<(  gin  made  the  pap  for  the  infant 
e<  Jefus);  I  wiil  not,  I  fay,  afk 
“  an  ounce  of  gold,  no,  not  even. 
“  a  crown  of  filver  ;  my  regard 
<e  for  you  is  fuch,  that  1  (hall  let 
(t  you  have  them  for  a  penny  a 
<c  piece. ” 


Reflexions  on  the  Genius  and  Cha- 
r after  of  the  Bifcayners.  From 
Dillon’s  Travels  through  Spain. 

qpH  E  Bifcayners  give  the 
jp  name  of  republics  to  the 
different  j urifdiclions  in  their  pro¬ 
vinces,  all  which,  except  Orduna, 
their  only  city,  and  a  few  towns, 
are  compofed  of  hamlets,  and 
lonely  houfes,  difperfed  up  and 
down,  according  to  the  convenience 
of  fituation,  in  fo  clofe  and  inter¬ 
fered  a  country.  However,  their 
houfes  have  every  advantage  of 
diihibution,  confifting  of  a  prin¬ 
cipal  ftory,  befides  she  ground - 

floor. 
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£ oor,  for  offices,  with  an  appen¬ 
dage  of  flables,  granaries,  out- 
houfes,  courts,  cellars,  and  gar¬ 
dens  ;  with  orchards,  meadows, 
and  often  corn-fields,  contiguous 
to  the  building,  with  chefnut 
groves,  and  other  improvements 
to  the  very  foot  of  the  mountains. 
Nothing  can  be  more  pleafant  to 
the  traveller,  than  to  fee  houfes 
and  gardens  during  the  whole 
€Qurfe  of  his  progrels,  particularly 
from  Orduna  to  Bilbao,  an  extent 
of  fix  leagues,  which  feems  like 
one  continued  village.  The  up. 
per  part  of  the  houfes  were  former¬ 
ly  of  wood,  but  the  new  ones  are 
of  done,  and  one  feldom  fees  an 
empty  houfe,  or  any  fallen  in 
ruins  *  on  the  contrary,  many  new* 
ones,  both  large  and  convenient, 
are  conllantly  building  ;  from 
whence  it  appears,  that  though 
population  cannot  well  be  con¬ 
siderably  encreafed,  while  new 
branches  of  induftry  are  not  in¬ 
troduced,  (all  the  land  being  oc¬ 
cupied)  it  feems  rather  to  augment, 
notwithstanding  the  many  emi¬ 
grations  ;  and  though  fome  women 
emigrate  likewife,  few  remain  at 
home  without  hufbands.  Thefe 
difperfed  families  may  be  held  as 
the  moil;  ancient  in  Spain,  and  the 
country  is  indebted  to  them  for 
population  and  culture.  In  the 
Bifcay  language  they  are  called 
Ecbejauna?  ;  that  is,  lords  of  tene¬ 
ments,  whole  anceilors  have  pof- 
feiTed  them  time  immemorial,  and 
will  probably  continue  fo  for  fu¬ 
ture  ages,  as  felling  or  mortgaging 
is  held  in  great  difrepute.  Such 
lands  as  belong  to  rich  families, 
are  let  out  to  others,  and  as  they 
lie  under  their  eye  and  infpeftion, 
the  whole  is  attended  to,  with  the 
Htrnoff  activity  5  the  parochial 


clinch  Hands  in  the  centre  of  the 
parifh,  which,  if  too  extenfive, 
has  a  chapel  of  eafe,  forthecon- 
veniency  of  the  parifhioners ;  many 
of  whom  repair  to  thefe  churches 
from  very  great  diftances,  in  the 
fevered:  weather.  Their  antiquity 
may  be  traced  from  their  dedica¬ 
tions,  which  are  generally  to  the 
Bleffed  Virgin,  to  St.  fohn,  or 
the  apoflles  and  faints  of  the  pri¬ 
mitive  church  ;  and  their  livings 
mud  be  comfortable,  from  the  de¬ 
cent  appearance  of  their  pallors. 

Not  only  Bifcay,  Guypofcoa, 
and  Alaba,  butalfo  the  mountains 
of  Burgos,  are  full  of  gentlemen’s 
feats,  known  by  the  name  of  So* 
lares ,  or  Ca/as  Solariegas ,  worthy 
'of  much  veneration  from  their 
antiquity  ;  the  owners  of  thefe  are 
diffinguifhed  by  the  title  of  Hi¬ 
dalgos  ds  Ca/a  Solar ,  or  de  Solar 
Conoddo~—6i  Gentlemen  of  known 
property  A’  the  moll  honourable 
appellation  in  Spain.  They  are 
generally  llrong,  plain  ftruftures, 
with  fq  uare  towers  ;  but  many  of 
the  towers  have  been  dellroyed  j 
and  in  the  modern  repairs,  they 
have  followed  the  fafhion  of  the 
times. 

The  head  of  the  family  is  called 
Pariente  Mayor ,  and  is  greatly 
refpecled  by  all  the  collateral 
branches  ;  fome  of  thefe  are  of 
fuck  high  antiquity,  as  to  be 
thought  to  have  dwelled  there 
before  the  eilablifh mem  of  chrif- 
tianity  in  that  country,  iince  their 
anceilors  were  the  founders  of  the 
churches,  had  the  patronage  of 
them,  and  were  known,  fo  far 
back  as  four  centuries  ago,  to 
have,  even  then,  been  time  imme¬ 
morial,  in  receipt  of  the  tythes; 
others,  without  any  patronage,  are 
deemed  equally  antient ;  many  are 
.  ,  fo 
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fo  far  reduced  as  to  be  obliged  to 
cultivate  their  eftates  with  their 
own  hands,  yet  will  not  yield  to 
the  others,  in  nobility  and  defcent, 
alledging  that,  though  fome 
branches  have  been  more  enriched 
by  fortunate  events,  yet  they  are 
all  equally  lprung  from  one  com¬ 
mon  anceftor.  Their  names  have 
undoubtedly  paffed  in  a  lineal 
fucceifion  from  a  more  antient 
date  than  the  ages  of  chivalry,  the 
eftablifhment  of  coat  armour,  or 
of  archives  and  records;  to  which 
they  pay  little  attention,  as  of  no 
importance  to  illuftrate  their  qua¬ 
lity,  the  pofi'effion  of  one  of  thefe 
houfes,  or  theconftant  tradition  of 
being  defcended  from  a  former 
poifeffor,  being  more  than  fuffi- 
cient  to  ennoble  their  blood  ;  many 
iuch  having  fhined  in  the  annals 
of  Spain,  by  the  nobleit  deeds, 
which  have  immortalized  their 
names  more  than  their  ancient 
defcent.  Thefe  have  fettled  in 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
while  the  head  of  the  family  has 
continued  at  home,  in  a  ffate  of 
fimplicity,  ploughing  his  fields, 
and  infpiring  his  children  with, 
fentiments  fuitable  to  the  heroical 
ages  :  the  daughters  are  brought 
up  in  a  different  manner  from  moll 
other  parts*of  the  world  ;  here  the 
moff  opulent  do  not  dii'dain  the 
management  of  houfhold  affairs,/ 
and  every  branch  of  domeilic  (eco¬ 
nomy,  with  a  noble  fimplicity, 
that  feems  to  recap  thofe  glorious 
ages  of  which  Homer  has  fung. 
Whoever  looks  for  innocence, 
health  and  content,  will  find  it 
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amongft  the  inhabitants  of  Bifcay  ; 
and  if  they  are  not  the  richeft, 
they  may  be  well  demed  the  hap- 
pieft  of  mankind*. 

It  is  pleafing  to  behold  with 
what  affability  the  rich  demean, 
themfelves  towards  thofe  who  are 
lefs  fo  than  themfelves,  being 
obliged  to  this  condefcenfion  from 
the  natural  fpirit  and  pride  of  the 
people,  added  to  their  education 
and  notions  of  freedom.  Unac- 
cuftomed  to  brook  the  leaf!  fcorn, 
or  to  comply  with  that  fubmifiive 
behaviour  fo  ufual  from  the  poor 
to  the  rich,  in  more  refined  and 
opulent  kingdoms  ;  yet  the  com¬ 
mon  proverb  of  Caftile,  Pobrexa  no 
es  <vileza ,  “  Poverty  is  not  a  bie- 
mifh,”  has  no  fway  here,  for  fuch 
are  their  notions  of  labour,  and 
indulfry,  that  their  fpirit  makes 
them  confider  it  as  an  indignity 
to  beg;  and  though  the  women 
are  generally  charitable,  which, 
cannot  fail  to  attract  mendicants, 
yet  thefe  are  moil  commonly 
ft  rangers. 

The  country  people  wear 
brogues,  not  unlike  thofe  of  the 
highlands  of  Scotland,  tied  up 
with  great  neatnefs,  being  the  moff 
ufeful  for  a  flippery  and  moun¬ 
tainous  country.  When  they  are 
not  bufy  in  the  fields,  they  walk 
with  a  ffafF  taller  than  themfelves, 
which  ferves  them  to  vault  over 
gullies,  and  is  an  excellent  weapon 
in  cafe  of  affault,  with  which  they 
will  baffle  the  moff  dextrous  fwordf- 
men  ;  they  wear  cloaks  in  the 
winter,  the  pipe  is  conftantly  in 
the  mouth,  as  well  for  pleafure  as 


*  Mr.  Bowles  relates,  that  the  moff  opulent  families  make  no  fcruple  to  bake, 
brew,  diets  vi£iuals,  and  waffl  linen.  For  my  part  I  cannot  fay  I  obferved. 
thefe circumftances  amongft:  the  opulent  Bifcayners,  though  I  often  experienced 
their  open-hearted  hofpitaliiy  and  benevolence. 

from 
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from  a  notion  that  tobacco  pre- 
ferves  themagainll  the  dampnefs  of 
the  air ;  all  this,  joined  to  their 
natural  activity,  fprightlinefs,  and 
•vigour,  gives  them  an  appearance 
feeming  to  border  on  ferocity, 
were  it  not  the  reverie  of  their 
manners,  which  are  gentle  and 
eafy,  when  no  motive  is  given  to 
choler,  which  the  lead  (park  kin¬ 
dles  into  violence. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  mountains  are 
Arongly  attached  to  their  country, 
which  probably  arifes  from  the 
divifion  of  lands,  in  which,  gene¬ 
rally  fpeaking,  all  have  an  in- 
tereil.  In  this,  the  Bifcayners 
exceed  all  other  ftates,  looking 
with  fondnefs  on  their  hills,  as  the 
moft  delightful  fcenes  in  the  world, 
and  their  people  as  the  moil 
refpe&able,  defcended  from  the 
aborigines  of  Spain.  This  pre- 
poflelTion  excites  them  to  the  moil 
extraordinary  labour,  and  to  exe¬ 
cute  things  far  beyond  what  could 
be  expected,  in  fo  fmall  and  rug¬ 
ged  a  country,  where  they  have 
few  branches  of  commerce  :  I  can¬ 
not  give  a  greater  proof  of  their 
Induftry,  than  thofe  fine  roads  they 
have  now  made  from  Bilbao  to 
Caftile,  as  well  as  in  Guypufcoa 
and  Alaba.  When  one  fees  the 
palfage  over  the  tremendous  moun¬ 
tain  of  Grduna,  one  cannot  be¬ 
hold  it  without  the  mmol!  Airprize 
and  adroirau’on. 

The  manners  of  the  Bifcayners, 
and  the  ancient  Irilh,  are  fo  fimilar 
on  many  occaflons,  as  to  encou¬ 
rage  the  notion  of  the  Irilh  being 
defcended  from  them.  Both  men 
and  women  are  extremely  fond  of 
pilgrimages,  repairing  from  great 
diftances  to  the  churches  of  their 
patrons,  or  tutelary  faints,  linging 


and  dancing  til!  they  almoft  drop 
down  with  fatigue.  The  Irilh  do 
the  fame  at  their  patrons .  The 
Guixones  of  Bifcay,  and  the  Bou- 
lamkeigbs  of  Irelandi  are  nearly 
alike:  at  ail  thefe  alFemblies,  they 
knock  out  one  another’s  brains,  on 
the  moll  trivial  provocation,  with¬ 
out  malice  or  rancour,  and  without 
uiing  a  knife  or  a  dagger.  In  both 
countries  the  common  people  are 
pafiionate,  eafily  provoked  if  their 
family  is  flighted,  or  their  defcent 
called  in  queftion.  The  Cbacoli 
of  Bifcay,  or  the  Shebeen  of  Ireland, 
makes  them  equally  frantic.  in 
Ireland  the  poor  eat  out  of  one  difh 
with  their  fingers,  and  lit  in  their 
fmoaky  cabbins  without  chimnies, 
as  well  as  the  Bifcayners.  The 
brogue  is  alfo  the  Ihoe  of  Bifcay  j 
the  women  tie  a  kercher  round 
their  heads,  wear  red  petticoats, 
go  barefoot,  in  all  which  they  re¬ 
ferable  the  Bifcayners,  and  with, 
them  have  an  equal  good  opinion 
of  their  ancient  defcent  :  the  poor 
Bifcayner,  though  haughty,  is  la¬ 
borious  and  active,  an  example 
worthy  to  be  imitated  by  the  Irilh. 

So  many  concurring  circura- 
ftances  fupport  the  idea  of  their 
having  been  originally  one  people. 
It  cannot  be  denied,  but  that  the 
old  Irilh,  whether  from  limilitude 
of  cultoms,  religion,  and  tradi¬ 
tional  notions,  or  whatever  elfe 
may  be  the  caufe,  have  always 
been  attached  to  the  Spaniards, 
who  on  their  fide,  perhaps  from 
political  views,  have  treated  them 
with  reciprocal  affeClion,  granting 
them  many  privileges,  and  Ailing 
them  even  Qriundos  in  their  laws, 
as  a  colony  defcended  from  Spain  ; 
yet,  with  ail  thefe  advantages,  if 
we  except-  thofe  gallant  foldiers 
who  have  diftinguiihed  themfelves 
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in  the  field  wherever  they  have 
ferved,  few  Iri fn  have  made  a  con- 
fpicuous  figure  in  Spain,  or  have 
lefc  great  wealth  to  their  fami¬ 
lies*. 

The  king  of  Spain  has  no  other 
title  over  thefe  free  people,  than 
that  of.  Lord  of  Bifcay,  as  the 
kings  of  England  formerly  held 
over  Ireland  ;  they  admit  of  no 
bifhops,  nor  of  cufiom-houfes  in 
their  province;,  and  as  they  pay 
lefs  duties  than  the  king’s  other 
fuhjeds,  they  were  not  included  in 
the  late  extenfionsof  the  American 
commerce  ;  however,  they  content 
themfelves  with  that  renown  which 
they  have  acquired  for  themfelves 
and  their  iffue,  infomuch  that  upon 
only  proving,  to  be  originally  be¬ 
longing  to  that  lordfhip,  or  de¬ 
fended  from  fuch  in  the  male  line, 
lawfully  begotten,  they  are  entitled 
to  claim  public  certificates,  or  exe¬ 
cutory  letters,  termed  Cartas  exe - 
cutorias ,  expreffive  of  their  being 
Hidalgos  de  Sangre ,  or  Gentlemen 
of  blood;”  their  nobility  having 
been  confirmed  to  them,  by  the 
kings  of  Caftile  and  Leon,  lords  of 
Bifcay,  in  the  plenitude  of  their 
power. 

The  moft  lofty  Caftilians  have 
conftant  rivals  for  antiquity  and 
defcent  in  the  inhabitants  of  Bif¬ 
cay,  Afturias,  and  the  mountains 
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of  Leon  :  thus,  in  Don  Quixote, 
Donna  Rodriguez,  the  duenna, 
fpeaking  of  her  hufband,  fays,  he 
was  as  well  born  as  the  king,  be- 
caufe  he  came  from  the  mountains, 
Y Jobre  todo  Hidalgo ,  como  el  Rey9 
porque  era  ?nontanes\ . 

ImprefTed  with  thefe  flattering 
ideas,  the  high-minded  Bifcayner 
leaves  his  native  foil,  and  repairs 
to  Madrid.  Confcious  that  his 
blood  is  pure,  uncontaminated  with 
mixtures  of  Jewifh,  or  Mahometan 
race,  he  raifes  his  hopes  on  honeft 
induilry  and  fobriety,  fulfilling 
his  duties  with  zeal  and  fub- 
miffion  ;  he  often  meets  with  rela¬ 
tions  in  affluence,  and  fometimes 
rifes  to  the  higheit  employments. 
Tt  fhould  feem  that  fome  fuch  cha¬ 
racter  muff  have  offended  the  im¬ 
mortal  Cervantes,  from  his  pointed 
reheClions  in  his  celebrated  ro¬ 
mance  of  Don  Quixote,  where  he 
fays  that  <f  an  exprefs  being  ar- 
“  rived  with  difpatches  of  moment 
<e  directed  to  Don  Sancho  Panza, 
governor  of  the  ifland  of  Bara- 
taria,  into  his  own  hands,  or 
“  tnofe  of  his  fecretary,  which  be~ 
**  ing  given  to  read  to  the  major 
<e  domo,  by  Sancho  ;  the  ima- 
(<  ginary  governor  alked,  Who 
"  here  is  my  fecretary  ?  To  which 
t{  one  prefent  anfwered,  am 

€i  the  perfon3  becauje  1  can  read  and 


*  Another  inflance  in  which  the  Iri  flu  feem  to  have  clofely  imitated  the 
Spanifli  cuftoms,  is  in  the  taking  of  fnuff,  of  which  Mr.  Howe),  who  was  in 
Spain  in  1620,  and  went  foon  after  to  Ireland,  gives  us  the  following  account, 
at  an  early  period,  after  the  firft  introduction  of  fnuff  into  Europe  :  <£  The 
Spaniards  and  Irifh  take  it  raoft  in  powder,  or  fmutchin,  and  it  mightily 
refrefhes  the  brain,  and  I  believe  there  is  as  much  taken  this  way  in  Ireland,  as 
there  is  in  pipes  in  England.  One  fhall  commonly  fee  the  ferving  maid  upon 
the  wafhing  block,  and  the  Twain  upon  the  ploughfhare,  when  they  are  tired 
with  labour,  take  out  their  boxes  of  fmutchin,  and  draw  it  into  their  noftrils 
with  a  quill,  and  it  will  beget  new  fpirits  in  them,  with  a  frefh  vigour  to  fall 

to  their  work  again.”- - -Epiflolae  Hoelianse.  London,  172,6. 

f  Don  Quixote,  part  tom.  4,  cap- ci.  Madrid,  1771a 

write , 
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#«  <writey  and  am  moreover  a  Bif- 
<*  cayner .  With  this  addition,  re- 
«<  plied  Sancho,  you  are  fit  to 
be  a  fecretary,  even  to  an  em- 
**  peror.”* 


Defcription  of  the  T ’own  of  Bilbao, 
and  the  Manners  of  its  Inhabitants . 

*  H E  town  of  Bilbao,  on  the 
j|  banks  of  the  riverYbaizabal, 
is  about  two  leagues  from  the  fea, 
and  contains  about  eight  hundred 
houfes,  with  a  large  fquare  by  the 
water  fide,  well  fhaded  with  plea- 
fan  t  walks,  which  extend  to  the 
outlets,  on  the  banks  of  the  river, 
with  numbers  of  houfes  and  gar¬ 
dens,  which  form  a  mod  pleafmg 
profpedf,  particularly  as  you  fail 
up  the  river;  for,  beftdes  the 
beautiful  verdure,  numerous  ob¬ 
jects  open  gradually  to  the  eye, 
and  the  town  appearing  as  an  am¬ 
phitheatre,  enlivens  the  landfcape, 
and  completes  the  Jcenery. 

The  houfes  are  folid  and  lo fty, 
the  ftreets  well  paved  and  level; 
water  is  conveyed  into  the  ftreets, 
and  they  may  be  walked  at  plea- 
fure,  which  renders  Bilbao  one  of 
the  neatell  towns  in  Europe, 
Coaches  are  not  in  ufe,  by  which 
means,  inequality  of  wealth  is  not 
fo  perceptible,  exterior  ollentation 
is  avoided,  and  the  poor  man 
walks  by  the  fide  of  the  rich,  with 
equal  eafe  and  content. 

The  air  is  generally  damp, 
covers  iron  with  ruft,  deftroys  fur¬ 
niture  in  the  upper  apartments, 
extracts  the  fait  out  of  dried  filh, 
and  multiplies  Hies  beyond  mea- 
fure,  yet  the  town  is  remarkably 
healthy,  and  its  inhabitants  enjoy, 

*  Don  Quixote,  part  2,  tom. 


to  a  great  degree,  the  three  prin¬ 
cipal  bleffings  of  life,  perfect 
health,  llrength  of  body,  and  a 
chearful  difpofition,  attended  with 
longevity;  in  proof  of  which, 
though  the  town  is  very  populous, 
the  hofpital  is  frequently  empty, 
and  in  the  nine  months,  that  Mr. 
Bowles  refided  there,  only  nine 
perfons  were  buried,  four  of  which 
were  above  eighty.  Every  day  one 
may  fee  men  above  that  age  walk¬ 
ing  upright,  in  chearful  converfe 
with  youth.  Burning  fevers,  which 
the  Spaniards  dread  fo  much,  and 
call  tabardillos ,  are  not  known 
here,  and  they  are  feidom  troubled 
with  agues.  What  is  then  the 
reafon  that  Bilbao,  on  the  fide  of 
a  river  in  fo  damp  afituation,  and 
chiefly  built  on  piles,  like  the 
cities  in  Holland,  fhould  be  fo 
remarkably  healthy,  with  every 
indication  again#  it  \  I  jfhall  en¬ 
deavour  to  account  for  it. 

The  adjacent  mountains  flop  the 
clouds  that  arife  from  the  laline 
vapours  of  the  ocean,  rains  are 
frequent,  but  they  are  feidom 
without  a  fea  breeze,  or  a  land 
wind  ;  the  current  of  the  air  being 
thus  continually  ventilated,  never 
leaves  the  mold  vapours  at  reft, 
and  prevents  their  forming  thofe 
putrid  combinations,  which  heat 
generally  occafions,  on  ftagnated 
waters.  Thus  the  vicinity  of  the 
fea,  the  rains,  and,  more  than  all, 
the  flrong  currents  of  air,  are  the 
phyfical  caufes  of  its  falubrity  at 
Bilbao,  as,  on  the  contrary,  the 
continued  heat  which  rarifles  the 
exhalations  of  fuch  rives  as  have 
a  How  motion,  as  well  as  the  ftag¬ 
nated  waters  in  ponds  or  lakes, 
where  there  is  great  heat  in  th< 

4.  chap.  c.  Madrid,  1771. 
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air,  and  little  wind,  ' will  be  the 
caufes  of  putrifying  the  vapours, 
and  bring  on  fevers  and  other 
dirtempers.  For  this  reafon,  the 
inhabitants  of  La  Mancha  are  fo 
fubjeCt  to  agues,  and  ufe  a?  much 
bark  as  in  Holland,  becaufe  the 
air  has  little  motion  in  fummer, 
notwithllanding  the  country  is 
open,  and  the  furface  is  dry.  In 
the  fame  manner,  a  new  houfe  is 
dangerous  to  dwell  in,  where  the 
damp  vapours  are  confined,  though 
one  may  deep  very  lafely  in  the 
deepeil  gallery  of  a  mine,  if  the 
air  has  a  free  circulation. 

To  thefe  favourable  circum- 
Itances,  the  Bifcayners  owe  their 
good  fpirits,  frefhnefs  of  com¬ 
plexion,  and  chearful  difpofition. 
In  other  countries,  women  are 
opprefied  with  the  High teffc  fatigue  ; 
here  they  work  as  much  as  the 
rtrongeft  men,  unload  the  fhips, 
carry  burdens,  and  do  all  the 
bufinefs  of  porters.  The  very  fe¬ 
lons,  confined  to  hard  labour  in 
the  mines  of  Almaden,  do  nothing 
in  companion  with  thefe  females ; 
they  go  bare-footed,  and  are  re¬ 
markably  a&ive,  carrying  burthens 
on  their  heads  which  require  two 
men  to  lift  up.  The  wife  yields 
not  in  ftrength  to  the  hufband,  nor 
the  filler  to  the  brother,  and  after 
a  chearful  glafs,  though  heavily 
loaded,  they  move  on  with  alacrity. 
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returning  home  in  the  evening, 
without  the  appearance  ollafiitudc, 
often  arm  in  arm,  dancing  and 
finging  to  the  tabor  and  pipe. 

Their  mufic  is  defrayed  at  the 
expence  of  the  town,  after  the 
manner  of  the  antient  Greeks. 
On  holidays  they  play  under  the 
trees  in  the  great  fquare;  the  mo¬ 
ment  they  begin,  the  concourfe  is 
great,  men,  women,  and  children, 
of  all  ages,  are  engaged  at  the 
fame  time,  down  to  the  very  in¬ 
fants.  The  dances  are  active, 
fuitable  to  their  llrength,  but  di¬ 
verted  of  indecent  attitudes  or 
geftures.  Thefe  furprifmg  women, 
though  conllantly  expofed  to  the 
air,  have  good  complexions,  with, 
lively  eyes,  and  fine  black  hair, 
in  which  they  pride  themfelves 
greatly,  and  braid  to  uncommon, 
advantage.  Married  women  wrap 
a  white  handkerchief  round  their 
heads,  fo  knotted,  as  to  fall  down 
in  three  plaits  behind,  and  over 
this  the  Montera  cap  :  they  have 
a  haughty  look,  and  work  in  the 
fields  like  the  men.  Their  language 
is  the  Bafcuenfey  which,  without 
doubt,  is  original,  and  as  antient 
as  the  peopling  of  the  country, 
being  totally  diftinft,  and  without 
any  connection  with  any  Spanirti 
dialed;  thofe  who  underhand  it, 
allure  us  it  is  very  foft  and  harmo¬ 
nious,  as  well  as  energetic*. 

A  general 


*  In  the  mountains  ofBifcay  and  Navarre,  the  Spanilh  language,  or  romance 9 
is  neither  fpoktjn  or  underrtood. 

See  the  following  books. 

De  la  antigua  lengua,  pobiaciones,  y  Coroarcas  de  las  Efpanas  en  que  de 
pafo  fe  tocan  algunas  colas  de  la  Cantabria  por  Andres  de  Poza — Bilbao, 
1 587,  4.I0. 

El  impofible  vencido  :  Arte  de  la  lengua  bafconcada  por  manuel  de  Larra- 
mendi.  Salamanca,  1729. 

Diccionario  Triiingue  del  Cartillano,  Bafcuenfe  y  Latin  por  manuel  de  Lar- 
raniendi,  1745. 

From 
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A  general  neatnefs  prevails  every 
where  in  the  town  of  Bilbao.  The 
fhambles  is  a  Tufcan  building,  in 
the  centre  of  the  town,  with  an 
open  court  and  a  fountain  in  the 
middle  ;  nothing  can  be  more 
cleanly  or  better  contrived,  free 
from  all  bad  fcents,  or  any  thing 
difgufting,  as  it  is  cojpioufiy  fup- 
plied  with  water  to  carry  away 
every  thing  often  five.  The  meat 
is  delivered  fo  frefh  and  clean,  as 
not  to  require  being  wafhed.  as 
pradlifed  in  other  parts  of  Spain, 
which  deprives  it  cf  its  fublVance 
and  flavour ;  the  veal  is  white  and 
delicate,  and  the  poultry  excel¬ 
lent  :  the  woods  afford  plenty  of 
birds,  befides  live  forts  of  birds  of 
paffage  called  chimbos?  which  fatten 
foon  after  their  arrival,  and  are 
greatly  efteemed. 

Among  the  different  forts  of 
£fh,  common  at  Bilbao,  there  are 
two  oeculiar  to  that  river,  which 
the  inhabitants  are  remarkably 
fond  cf ;  thefe  are  a  peculiar  fort 
of  eels  in  winter,  and  the  cuttle 
fifh  in  fummer  :  the  eels  are  final i 
like  the  quill  of  a  pigeon,  of  a  pale 
colour,  about  three  inches  long, 
and  without  a  back  bone,  which 
they  catch  at  low  tides  in  prodi¬ 
gious  quantities.  In  a  word,  every 
thing  is  in  plenty  at  Bilbao,  for 
befides  a  well  fupplied  market, 
xheir  gardens  abound  in  pulfe  and 
fruit  of  all  kinds  :  fo  that  one  can 
live  no  where  better  than  here, 
when  we  take  into  the  account  the 


hofpitable  difpofition  of  the  inks-3 
bitan ts,  which  foon  falls  off,  if 
you  flight  their  cordiality,  or  at¬ 
tribute  it  to  motives  of  adulation  or 
intereft.  Such  is  the  happy  life 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Bilbao,  free 
from  the  luxuries,  as  well  as  the 
ambitious  paffions  which  agitate 
the  minds  of  their  neighbours, 
they  pafs  their  lives  in  tranquillity, 
governed  by  wholefome  laws ; 
amongft  which,  they  are  faid  even 
to  have  one  again  ft  ingratitude, 
with  a  punifhment  affixed  to  it. 


Of  the  Char  after  cf  our  Debt  Laws , 
and  of  Mr.  Howard.  From  Mr, 
Burke’s  Speech  to  his  Conjiituents 
at  Briftol. 

A- INHERE  are  two  capital  faults 
jf_  in  our  law  with  relation  to 
civil  debts.  One  is,  that  every 
man  is  prefumed  folvent.  A  pre» 
fumption,  in  innumerable  cafes, 
diredly  againft  truth.  Therefore 
the  debtor  is  ordered,  on  a  fuppo- 
fit ion  of  ability  and  fraud,  to  be 
coerced  his  liberty  until  he  makes 
payment.  By  this  means,  in  all 
cafes  of  civil  insolvency,  without 
a  pardon  from  his  creditor,  he  is 
to  be  imprifoned  for  life  and 
thus  a  miferable  miftaken  invention 
of  artificial  fcience,  operates  to 
change  a  civil  into  a  criminal 
judgment,  and  to  fcourge  mif- 
fortune  or  indifcretion  with  a  pu« 


From  whence  it  is  evident  that  the  BaTcuenfe  is  totally  different  from  the  Spa- 
nifti,  which  is  the  common  language  of  the  two  Caftiles,  Leon,  Eftrem&dura, 
Andalufia,  Aragon,  Navarre,  Rioxa,  and  the  mountains  of  Burgos  5  and  is 
generally  underitood  m  Afturias,  Gallia,  Valencia,  and  Catalonia,  though  not 
the  language  of  thofe  provinces,  where  they  have  a  dialect  varying  more  or  lei's 
from  the  Spaniffi,  in  proportion  to  their  fituation  and  proximity  to  neighbouring 
kingdoms. 
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rnfhment  which  the  law  does  not 
inflict  on  the  greatelt  crimes. 

The  next  fault  is,  that  the  in¬ 
flicting  of  that  punifhment  is  not 
on  the  opinion  of  an  equal  and 
public  judge  ;  but  is  referred  to 
the  arbitrary  difcretion  of  a  pri¬ 
vate,  nay  interefled,  and  irritated, 
individual.  He,  who  formally  is, 
and  fubftantially  ought  to  be,  th'e 
judge,  is  in  reality  no  more  than 
miniiterial,  a  mere  executive  in- 
llrument  of  a  private  man,  who  is 
at  once  judge  and  party.  Every, 
idea  of  judicial  order  is  fubverced 
by  this  procedure.  If  the  insol¬ 
vency  be  no  crime,  why  is  it  pu- 
nifhed  with  arbitrary  imprison¬ 
ment  ?  If  it  be  a  crime,  why  is  it 
delivered  into  private  hands  to 
pardon  without  difcretion,  or  to 
puniih  without  mercy  and  without 
me  a  fure  ? 

I  o  thefe  faults,  grofs  and  cruel 
faults  in  our  law,  the  excellent 
principle  of  Lord  Beauchamp’s 
bill  applied  fome  fort  of  remedy. 
1  know  that  credit  mull:  be  pre- 
ferved  ;  but  equity  mud  be  pre- 
ferved  too;  and  it  is  impoflible, 
that  any  thing  fhould  be  neceflary 
to  commerce,  which  is  inconfliient 
with  judice.  The  principle  of 
credit  was  not  weakened  by  that 
bill.  God  forbid  1  The  enforce¬ 
ment  of  that  credit  was  only  put 
into  the  fame  public  judicial  hands 
on  which  we  depend  for  cur  lives, 
and  all  that  makes  life  dear  to  us. 
But,  indeed,  this  bufinefs  was 
taken  up  too  warmly  both  here  and 
elfewhere.  The  bill  was  extreme¬ 
ly  miilaken.  It  was  fuppofed  to 
enaCt  what  it  never  enacted  ;  and 
complaints  were  made  of  claufes 
in  it  as  novelties,  which  exifled 
before  the  noble  Lor-d  that  brought 
in  the  bill  was  born.  There  was 
Vol.  XXIII. 
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a  fallacy  that  run  through  the 
whole  of  the  objections.  The  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  oppofed  the  bill,  al¬ 
ways  argued,  as  if  the  option  lay 
between  that  bill  and  the  antient 
law. —  But  this  is  a  grand  millake. 
For  practically,  the  option  is  be¬ 
tween,  not  that  bill  and  the  old 
law,  but  between  that  bill  and 
thofe  occaflonal  laws  called  aCts  of 
grace.  For  the  operation  of  the 
old  law  is  fo  favage,  and  fo  incon¬ 
venient  to  fociety,  that  for  a  long 
time  paft,  once  in  every  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  lately  twice,  the  legi - 
flature  has  been  obliged  to  make 
a  general  arbitrary  jail-delivery, 
and  at  once  to  fet  open,  by  its  fo- 
vereign  authority,  all  the  prifons 
in  England. 

Gentlemen,  f  never  relifhed  aCIs 
of  grace  ;  nor  ever  fubmitted  to 
them  but  from  defpair  of  better. 
They  are  a  diihonourable  inven¬ 
tion,  by  which,  not  from  huma¬ 
nity,  not  from  policy,  but  merely 
becaufe  we  have  not  room  enough 
to  hold  thefe  vi&ims  of  the  abfur- 
dity  of  our  laws,  vve  turn  loofe 
upon  the  public  three  or  four  thou- 
fand  naked  wretches,  corrupted  by 
the  habits,  debafed  by  the  igno¬ 
miny  of  a  prifon.  Jf  the  creditor 
had  a  right  to  thofe  carcafes  as  a 
natural  fecurity  for  his  property, 
I  am  fure  we  have  no  right  to  de¬ 
prive  him  of  that  fecurity.  But  if 
the  few  pounds  of  flelh  were  not 
neceflary  to  his  fecurity,  we  had 
not  a  right  to  detain  the  unfortu- 
nate  debtor,  without  any  benefit 
at  all  to  the  perfon  who  confined 
him.— Take  it  as  you  will,  we 
commit  injuftice.  Now  LordJBeau- 
champ’s  bill  intended  to  do  deli¬ 
berately,  and  y*’ith  great  caution 
arid  circumfpeCtion,  upon  each  fe- 
veral  cafe,  and  with  all  attention 
D  to 
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to  the  juft  claimant,  what  ads  of 
grace  do  in  a  much  greater  mea¬ 
sure,  and  with  very  little  care, 
caution,  or  deliberation, 

I  fufped  that  here  too,  if  we 
contrive  to  oppofe  this  bill,  we 
ihall  be  found  in  a  ftruggle  again  ft 
the  nature  of  things.  For  as  we 
grow  enlightened,  the  public  will 
not  bear,  for  any  length  ©f  time, 
to  pay  for  the  maintenance  of  whole 
armies  of  prisoners;  nor,  at  their 
own  expence,  fubmit  to  keep  jails 
as  a  fort  of  garrifons,  merely  to 
fortify  the  abfurd  principle  of 
making  men  judges  in  their  own 
caufe.  For  credit  has  little  or  no 
concern  in  this  cruelty.  I  fpeak 
in  a  commercial  affembly.  You 
know  that  credit  is  given,  becaufe 
capital  muft  be  employed  ;  that 
men  calculate  the  chances  ofinfol- 
yency  ;  and  they  either  withhold 
the  credit,  or  make  the  debtor  pay 
the  rifque  in  the  price.  The 
counting-houfe  has  ho  alliance 
with  the  jail.  Holland  underhand s 
trade  as  well  as  we,  and  (he  has 
done  much  more  than  this  ob¬ 
noxious  bill  intended  to  do.  There 
was  not.,  when  Mr.  Howard  vifited 
Holland,  more  than  one  prifoner 
for  debt  in  the  great  city  of  Rot¬ 
terdam.  Although  Lord  Beau¬ 
champ’s  ad  (which  was  previous 
to  this  bill,  and  intended  to  feei 
the  way  for  it)  has  already  pre¬ 
served  liberty  to  thoufands ;  and 
though  it  is  not  three  years  fince 
the  3aft  aft  of  grace  paffed,  yet  by 
Mr.  Howard’s  laft  account,  there 
were  near  three  thoufand  again  in 
jail.  I  cannot  name  this  gentle- 
man  without  remarking,  that  his 
labours  and  writings  have  dors 
much  to  open  the  eyes  and  hearts 
of  mankind.  He  has  vifited  all 
Europe, — not  to  i'uxvey  the  lump- 
io 


tuoufnefs  of  palaces,  or  the  ftate 
linefs  of  temples  ;  not  to  make  ac¬ 
curate  meafurements  of  the  remains 
of  ancient  grandeur,  nor  to  form 
a  fcale  of  the  curiofity  of  modern 
art  ;  not  tp  colled  medals,  or  col¬ 
late  manufcripts :  — -  but  to  dive 
into  the  depths  of  dungeons  ;  to 
plunge  into  the  infedion  of  hospi¬ 
tals  ;  to  furvey  the  manfions  of 
forrow  and  pain;  to  take  the  gage 
and  dimensions  of  mifery,  depref- 
fion,,  and  contempt ;  to  remember 
the  forgotten,  to  attend  to  the 
negleded,  to  vifit  theforfaken,  and 
to  compare  and  collate  the  diftref- 
fes  of  all  men  in  all  countries. 
His  plan  is  original  ;  and  it  is  as 
full  of  genius  as  it  is  of  humanity. 
It  was  a  voyage  of  difeovery  ;  a 
circumnavigation  of  charity.  Al¬ 
ready  the  benefit  of  his  labour  is 
felt  more  or  lefs  in  every  country  t 
I  hope  he  will  anticipate  his  final 
reward,  by  feeing  all  its  effeds 
fully  realised  in  his  own.  He 
will  receive,  not  by  retail  but  in 
grofs,  the  reward  of  thofe  who  vi¬ 
fit  the  prifoner ;  and  he  has  fo 
foreftatfed  and  monopolized  this 
branch  of  charity,  that  there  will 
be,  I  truft,  little  room  to  merit 
by  fuck  ads  of  benevolence  here¬ 
after. 


Of  the  Popijh  penal  La  ves  ;  with 
the  Characters  of  Sir  George  Sa- 
vile  and  Mr .  Hunning.  From 
the  jame . 

C GENTLEMEN,  The  condi- 
]|f  tion  of  our  nature  is  fuch, 
that  we  buy  our  bleffings  at  a 
price.  The  Reformation,  one  of 
the  greateft  periods  of  human  im¬ 
provement,  was  a  time  of  trouble 
and  confufion.  The  vail  Itrudure 
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of  fuperftition  and  tyranny,  which 
had  been  for  ages  in  rearing,  and 
\vh'ch  was  combined  with  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  great  and  of  the  many  ; 
which  was  moulded  into  the  laws, 
the  manners,  and  civil  inllitutions 
of  nations,  and  blended  with  the 
frame  and  policy  of  hates  ;  could 
not  be  brought  to  the  ground  with¬ 
out  a  fearful  ftruggle  ;  nor  could 
it  fall  without  a  violent  concuffion 
ofitlelf  and  all  about  it.  When 
this  great  revolution  was  attempt¬ 
ed  in  a  more  regular  mode  by  go¬ 
vernment,  it  was  oppofed  by  plots 
and  {editions  of  the  people;  when 
by  popular  efforts,  it  was  repreiTed 
as  rebellion  by  the  hand  of  power; 
and  bloody  executions  (often  blood¬ 
ily  returned)  marked  the  whole  of 
its  progrefs  through  all  its  ftages. 
The  affairs  of  religion,  which  are 
no  longer  heard  of  in  the  tumult 
of  our  prefent  contentions,  made 
a  principal  ingredient  in  the  wars 
and  politics  of  that  time  ;  the  eh- 
thufiafm  of  religion  threw  a  gloom 
over  the  politics  ;  and  political  in- 
terefts  poifoned  and  perverted  the 
fpirit  of  religion  upon  all  fides. 
The  Proteifant  religion  in  that 
violent  druggie,  infe&ed,  as  the 
Popifh  had  been  before, .by  world¬ 
ly  interells  and  worldly  paflions, 
became  a  perfecutor  in  its  turn, 
fometimes  of  the  new  fects,  which 
carried  their  own  principles  further 
than  it  was  convenient  to  the  ori¬ 
ginal  reformers  ;  and  always  of 
the  body  from  whom  they  parted  ; 
and  this  perfecuting  fpirit  arofe, 
not  only,  from  the  bitternefs  of 
retaliation,  but  from  the  mercilefs 
policy  of  fear. 

It  was  long  before  the  fpirit  of 
true  piety  and  true  wifdom,  in¬ 
volved  in  the  principles  of  the  Re¬ 
formation,  could  be  depurated  from 
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the  dregs  and  feculence  of  the 
contention  with  which  it  was  car¬ 
ried  through.  However,  until  this 
be  done,  the  Reformation  is  not 
complete  ;  and  thofe  who  think 
themfelves  good  Proteflants,  from 
their  animofity  to  others,  are  in 
that  refpedt  no  Protedants  at  alb 
It  was  at  fird  thought  neceflary, 
perhaps,  to  oppofe  to  Popery  ano¬ 
ther  Popery,  to  get  the  better  of  it® 
Whatever  was  the  caufe,  laws  were 
made  in  many  countries,  and  in 
this  kingdom  in  particular,  againd 
Papids,  which  are  as  bloody  as 
any  of  thofe  which  had  been  en tidi¬ 
ed  by  the  Popifh  princes  and  dates; 
and  where  thofe  laws  were  not 
bloody,  in  my  opinion,  they  were 
worfe ;  as  they  were  flow,  cruel 
outrages  on  our  nature,  and  kept 
men  alive  only  to  infult  in  their 
perfons,  every  one  of  the  rights 
and  feelings  of  humanity.  I  pais 
thofe  llatutes,  becaufe  I  would 
fpare  your  pious  ears  the  repetition 
cf  fuch  ihocking  things ;  and  I  come 
to  that  particular  law,  the  repeal 
of  which  has  produced  fo  many 
unnatural  and  unexpected  confe- 
quences. 

A  ftatute  was  fabricated  in  the 
year  1699,  by  which  the  faying 
mafs  (a  church -fervice  in  the  La¬ 
tin  tongue,  not  exa&ly  the  fame 
as  our  Licurgy,  but  very  near  it, 
and  containing  no  offence  what- 
foever  againft  the  laws,  or  againd 
good  morals)  was  forged  into  a 
crime  punifhable  with  perpetual  im-j 
prifonment.  The  teaching  fchool, 
an  ufeful  and  virtuous  occupation, 
even  the  teaching  in  a  private  fa¬ 
mily,  was  in  every  Catholic  fub- 
jefted  to  the  fame  un proportioned 
punifhment.  Your  induftrv,  and 
the  bread  of  your  children,  was 
taxed  for  a  pecuniary  reward  to 
D  2  ftimulate 
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Simulate  avarice  to  do  what  na¬ 
ture  refufed,  to  inform  and  profe- 
cute  on  this  law.  Every  Roman 
Catholic  was,  under  the  fame  a 61, 
to  forfeit  his  eAate  to  his  neareR 
Proteftant  relation,  until,  through 
a  profeffion  of  what  he  did  not  be¬ 
lieve,  he  redeemed  by  his  hypo- 
crify,  What  the  law  had  transfer¬ 
red  to  the  kinfman  as  the  recom- 
pence  of  his  profligacy.  When 
thus  turned  out  of  doors  from  his 
paternal  eAate,  he  was  difabled 
from  acquiring  any  other  by  any 
indoflry,  donation,  or  charity  : 
but  was  rendered  a  foreigner  in 
his  native  land,  only  becaufe  he 
retained  the  religion,  along  with 
the  property,  handed  down  to 
him  from  thofe  who  had  been  the 
old  inhabitants  of  that  land  before 
him. 

Does  any  one  who  hears  me 
approve  this  fcheme  of  things, 
or  think  there  is  common  juflice, 
common  fenfe,  or  common  honefty 
in  any  part  of  it?  If  any  does, 
let  him  fay  it,  and  I  am  ready  to 
difcifs  the  point  with  t#mper  and 
candour.  But  inftead  of  approv¬ 
ing,  I  perceive  a  virtuous  indigna¬ 
tion  beginning  to  rife  in  your 
minds  on  the  mere  cold  Rating  of 
the  Aatute. 

But  what  will  you  feel,  when 

you  know  from  hiflory  how  this 

Aatute  pafied,  and  what  were  the 

motives,  and  what  the  mode  of 

making  it?  A  party  in  this  nation, 

enemies  to  the  fyftem  of  the  Revo- 
* 

lution,  were  in  oppofltion  to  the 
government  of  King  William. 
They  knew,  that  our  glorious  de¬ 
liverer  was  an  enemy  to  all  perfe¬ 
ction.  They  knew  that  he  came 
to  free  us  from  ilavery  and  Po¬ 
pery,  out  of  a  country,  where  a 
third  of  the  people  are  contented 
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Catholics  under  a  Proteflant  go¬ 
vernment.  He  came  with  a  part 
of  his  army  compofed  of  thofe  very 
Catholics,  to  overfet  the  power  of 
a  Popifli  prince.  Such  is  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  a  tolerating  fpirit  ;  and  fo 
much  is  liberty  ferved  in  every 
way,  and  by  all  perfons,  by  a  man¬ 
ly  adherence  to  its  own  principles. 
WhilA  freedom  is  true  to  itfelf, 
every  thing  becomes  fubjed  to  it; 
and  its  very  adverfaries  are  an  in- 
Arument  in  its  hands. 

The  party  I  fpeak  of  (like  fome 
amongA  us  who  would  difparage 
the  beR  friends  of  their  country) 
refolved  to  make  the  king  either 
violate  his  principles  of  toleration* 
or  incur  the  odium  of  proteding 
PapiAs.  They  therefore  brought 
in  this  bill,  and  made  it  purpolely 
wicked  and  abfurd  that  it  might 
be  rejeded.  The  then  court  party, 
difcoverjng  their  game,  turned  th« 
tables  on  them,  and  returned  their 
bill  to  them  Ruffed  with  Rill  great¬ 
er  abfurdities,  that  its  lofs  might 
lie  upon  its  original  authors. 
They,  finding  their  own  ball 
thrown  back  to  them,  kicked  it 
back  again  to  their  adverfaries. 
And  thus  this  ad,  loaded  with  the 
double  injuAice  of  two  parties^, 
neither  of  whom  intended  to  pafs, 
what  they  hoped  the  other  would 
be  perfuaded  to  rejed,  went  throJ 
the  legiflature,  contrary  to  the 
real  with  of  all  parts  of  it,  and  of 
all  the  parties  that  compofed  it. 
In  this  manner  thefe  infolent  and 
profligate  fadions,  as  if  they  were 
playing  with  balls  and  counters* 
made  a  fport  of  the  fortunes  and 
the  liberties  of  their  fellow-crea¬ 
tures.  Other  ads  of  perfecurion 
have  been  ads  of  malice.  This 
was  a  fubverflon  of  juAice  from 
wantonnefs  and  petulance.  Look 
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into  the  hiflory  of  Bifhop  Burnet. 
He  is  a  witnefs  without  exception. 

The  effects  of  the  add  have  been 
as  mifchievous,  as  its  origin  was 
ludicrous  and  fhameful.  From 
that  time  every  perfon  of  that 
communion,  lay  and  ecclenaitic, 
has  been  obliged  to  fly  from  the 
face  of  day.  I  he  clergy,  conceal¬ 
ed  in  garrets  of  private-houfes,  or 
obliged  to  take  a  Ihelter  (hardly 
fafe  to  themfelves,  but  infinitely 
dangerous  to  their  country)  under 
the  privileges  of  foreign  miniHers, 
officiated  as  cheir  fervants,  and 
under  their  procedlion.  The  whole 
body  of  the  Catholics,  condemned 
to  beggary  and  to  ignorance  in 
their  native  land,  have  been  oblig¬ 
ed  to  learn  the  principles  of  let¬ 
ters,  at  the  hazard  of  all  their  other 
principles,  from  the  charity  of 
your  enemies.  They  have  been 
taxed  to  their  ruin  at  the  pleafure 
of  neceffitous  and  profligate  rela¬ 
tions,  and  according  to  the  mea- 
fure  of  their  necefiicy  and  profli¬ 
gacy.  Examples  of  this  are  many 
and  afFedding.  Some  of  them  are 
known  by  a  friend  who  Hands 
near  me  in  this  hall.  It  is  but  fix 
or  feven  years  iince  a  clergyman  of 
the  name  of  Malony,  a  man  of 
morals,  neither  guilty  nor  accufed 
of  any  thing  noxious  to  the  Hate, 
was  condemned  to  perpetual  im- 
prifonment  for  exercifing  the  func¬ 
tions  of  his  religion  ;  and  after  ly¬ 
ing  in  jail  two  or  three  years,  was 
relieved  by  the  mercy  of  govern¬ 
ment  from  perpetual  imprifon- 
ment,  on  condition  of  perpecual 
banifhment.  A  brother  of  the 
Earl  of  Shrewfbury,  a  Talbot,  a 
name  refpecdable  in  this  county, 
whilH  its  glory  is  any  part  of  its 
concern,  was  hauled  to  the  bar  of 
the  Old  Bailey  among  common  fe- 
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Ions,  and  only  efcaped  the  fame 
doom,  either  by  fome  error  in  the 
procels,  or  that  the  wretch  who 
brought  him  there  could  not  cor¬ 
rectly  defcribe  his  perfon  ;  I  now 
forget  which.  —  In  ftiort,  the  perfe- 
cution  would  never  have  relented 
for  a  moment,  if  the  judges,  fu- 
perleding  (though  with  an  ambi¬ 
guous  example)  the  Hridt  rule  of 
their  artificial  duty  by  the  higher 
obligation  of  their  confcience,  did 
not  confiantly  throw  every  difficul¬ 
ty  in  the  way  of  fuch  informers. 
But  fo  ineffectual  is  the  power  cf 
legal  evafion  againfi  legal  iniquity* 
that  it  was  but  the  other  day,  that 
a  lady  of  condition,  beyond  the 
middle  of  life,  was  on  the  point  of 
being  Happed  of  her  whole  fortune 
by  a  near  relation,  to  whom  fhe 
had  been  a  friend  and  benefadtor  : 
and  fhe  muH  have  been  totally 
ruined,  without  a  power  of  rearefs 
or  mitigation  from  the  courcs  of 
law,  had  not  the  legiflature  itfelf 
rufhed  in,  and  by  a  fpecial  add  of 
parliament  refcued  her  from  the 
injuHice  of  its  own  Hatutes.  One 
of  the  adds  autborifing  fuch  things 
was  that  which  we  in  part  repealed, 
knowing  what  our  duty  was ;  and 
doing  that  duty  as  men  of  honour 
and  virtue,  a3  good  ProteHants,  and 
as  good  citizens.  Let  him  Hand 
forth  thatidifaPProv'es  what  we  have 
done  ! 

Gentlemen,  bad  laws  are  the 
woril  fort  of  tyranny.  In  fuch  a 
country  as  this,  they  are  of  all  bad 
things  the  world,  worfe  by  far 
than  any  where  elfe ;  and  they 
derive  a  particular  malignity  even 
from  the  wifdom  and  foundnefs  of 
the  reft  of  our  inllitutions.  For 
very  obvious  reafons  you  cannot 
trull  the  crown  with  a  difpenling 
power  over  any  of  your  laws.  How- 
£>  3  evers 
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ever,  a  government,  be  it  as  bad 
as  it  may,  will,  in  the  exercife  of 
a  difcretionary  power,  diicriminate 
limes  and  perfons  ;  and  will  not 
ordinarily  purfue  any  man,  when 
its  own  Safety  is  not  concerned, 
A  mercenary  informer  knows  no 
diftindion.  Under  fuch  a  fyftem, 
the  obnoxious  people  are  Haves, 
not  only  to  the  government,  but 
they  live  at  the  mercy  of  every  in¬ 
dividual  ;  they  are  at  once  the 
Haves  of  the  whole  community, 
and  of  every  part  of  it ;  and  the 
word  and  moft  unmerciful  men  are 
thcfe  on  whole  goodnefs  they  molt 
depend. 

In  this  fituation  men  not  only 
fhrink  from  the  frowns  of  a  Hern 
magiftrate  ;  but  they  are  obliged 
to  fly  from  their  very  fpeaes.  'The 
feeds  of  deitrudion  are  fown  in  ci¬ 
vil  intercourfe,  in  focial  habitudes. 
The  blood  of  wholefome  kindred 
is  infeded.  Their  tables  and  beds  » 
are  furrounded  with  fnares.  All 
the  means  given  by  Providence  to 
make  life  fate  and  comfortable, 
are  perverted  into  inftruments  of 
terror  and  torment.  1  his  fpecies 
of  univerfal  fubferviency,  that 
snakes  the  very  fervant  who  waits 
behind  your  chair,  the  arbiter  of 
your  life  and  fortune,  has  fuch  a 

a 

tendency  to  degrade  and  abafe 
mankind,  and  to  deprive  them  of 
that  affured  and  liberal  Hate  of 
mind,  which  alone  can  make  us 
what  we  ought  to  be,  that  1  vow 
to  God  I  would  iooner  bring  my- 
felf  to  put  a  man  to  immediate 
death  for  opinions  I  difhked,  and 
fo  to  get  rid  of  the  man  and  his 
opinions  at  once,  than  to  fret  him 
with  a  feverifti  being,  tainted  with 
the  jail-diftemper  of  a  contagious 
fervuude,  to  keep  him  above 
ground,  an  animated  mafs  ef  pu- 
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trefadion,  corrupted  himfelf,  and 
corrupting  all  about  him 

The  ad  repealed  was  of  this  di* 
red  tendency  ;  and  it  was  made  in 
the  manner  which  I  have  related  to 
you.  I  will  now  tell  you  by  whom 
the  bill  of  repeal  was  brought  into 
parliament.  I  find  it  h as  been  in- 
dulirioufly  given  out  in  this  city 
(from  kindnefs  to  me  unquefiion- 
ably)  that  I  was  the  mover  or  the 
feconder.  The  fad  is,  I  did  not 
once  open  my  lips  on  the  fubjed 
during  the  whole  progrefs  of  the 
bill.  I  do  not  fay  this  as  de¬ 
claiming  my  lhare  in  that  meafure. 
Very  far  from  it.  I  inform  you 
of  this  fad,  left  I  fhould  feem 
to  arrogate  to  myfelf  the  merits 
which  belong  to  others.  To  have 
been  the  man  chofen  out  to  re¬ 
deem  our  fellow-citizens  from  Ha- 
very  ;  to  purify  our  laws  from  ab~ 
furdity  and  injuftice  ;  and  to 
cleanfe  our  religion  from  the  blot 
and  ftain  of  persecution,  would  be 
an  honour  and  happinefs  to  which 
my  wilhes  would  undoubtedly  af- 
pire  ;  but  to  which  nothing  but 
my  w idles  could  poffibly  have  en¬ 
titled  me.  That  great  work  was 
in  hands  in  every  refped  far  better 
qualified  than  mine.  The  mover 
of  the  biil  was  Sir  George  Sa- 
vile. 

When  an  ad  of  great  and  fignal 
humanity  was  to  be  done,  and  done 
with  all  the  weight  and  authority 
that  belonged  to  it,  the  world 
could  call:  its  eyes  upon  none  but 
him.  I  hope  that  few  things, 
which  have  a  tendency  to  blefs  or 
to  adorn  life,  have  wholly  elcaped 
my  obfervation  in  my  paifage 
through  it.  I  have  fought  the  ac¬ 
quaintance  of  that  gentleman,  and 
have  feen  him  in  all  fttuations. 
He  is  a  true  genius;  with  an  un- 
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derftanding  vigorous,  and  acute, 
and  refined,  and  diftinguifhing 
even  to  excels ;  and  illuminated 
with  a  molt  unbounded,  peculiar, 
and  original  call  of  imagination. 
With  thefe  he  pofiefles  many  ex¬ 
ternal  and  in  ftru  mental  advan¬ 
tages  ;  and  he  makes  ufe  of  them 
all.  His  fortune  is  among  the 
largell  ;  a  fortune  which,  wholly 
unincumbered,  as  it  is,  with  one 
Angle  charge  from  luxury,  vanity, 
or  excefs,  finks  under  the  benevo¬ 
lence  of  its  difpenfer.  This  pri¬ 
vate  benevolence,  expanding  itfelf 
into  patriotifm,  renders  his  whole 
being  the  eliate  of  the  public,  in 
which  he  has  not  referred  a  pecu- 
lium  for  himfelf  of  profit,  diver¬ 
sion,  or  relaxation  During  the 
feflion,  the  firll  in,  and  the  la  ft 
out  of  the  houfe  of  commons;  he 
pafles  from  the  fenate  to  the  camp ; 
and.  Seldom  Seeing  the  feat  of  his 
anceftors,  he  is  always  in  parlia¬ 
ment  to  ferve  his  country,  or  in 
the  field  to  defend  it.  But  in  all 
well- wrought  compofitions,  feme 
particulars  Hand  out  more  emi¬ 
nently  than  the  reft ;  and  the 
things  which  will  carry  his  name 
to  pofterity,  are  his  two  bills ;  I 
mean  that  for  a  limitation  of  the 
claims  of  the  crown  upon  landed 
eftates  ;  and  this  for  the  relief  of 
the  Roman  Catholics.  By  the 
former,  he  has  emancipated  pro¬ 
perty  ;  by  the  latter,  he  has  quiet¬ 
ed  confcience ;  and  by  both,  he 
has  taught  that  grand  leflon  to  go¬ 
vernment  and  fubjedl, — no  longer 
to  regard  each  other  as  adyerfe 
parties. 

Such  was  the  mover  of  the  aft 
that  is  complained  of  by  men,  who 
are  not  quite  fo  good  as  he  is  ;  an 
a£t,  molt  afluredly  not  brought  in 
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by  him  from  any  partiality  to  that 
fedl  which  is  the  object  of  it.  For, 
among  his  faults,  I  really  C2nnot 
help  reckoning  a  greater  degree  of 
prejudice  againft  that  people,  than 
becomes  fo  wdfe  a  man.  I  know 
that  he  inclines  to  a  fort  of  difgult, 
mixed  with  a  confiderable  degree 
of  afperity,  to  the  fyftem  ;  and  he 
has  few,  or  rather  no  habits  with 
any  of  its  profeffors.  What  he 
has  done  was  on  quite  other  mo¬ 
tives.  The  motives  were  thefe, 
which  he  declared  in  his 'excellent 
fpeech  on  his  motion  for  the  bill.; 
namely,  his  extreme  zeal  to  the 
Proteftant  religion,  w'hich  he 
thought  utterly  difgraced  by  the 
a 61  of  1699;  and  his  rooted  hatred 
to  all  kind  of  oppreffion,  under 
any  colour  or  upon  any  pretence 
whatfoever. 

The  feconder  was  worthy  of  the 
mover,  and  the  motion.  I  was 
not  the  feconder  ;  it  was  Mr.  Dun¬ 
ning,  recorder  of  this  city.  I 
fhall  fay  the  lefs  of  hirn,  becaufe 
his  near  relation  to  you  makes  you 
more  particularly  acquainted  with 
his  merits.  But  I  ihould  appear 
little  acquainted  with  them,  or 
little  feniible  of  them,  if  I  could 
utter  his  name  on  this  occafion. 
without  exprefling  my  efte.em  for 
his  charadter.  X  am  not  afraid  of 
offending  a  moft  learned  body,  and 
moft  jealous  of  its  reputation  for 
that  learning,  when  I  fay  he  is 
the  firft  of  his  profeffion.  It  is  a 
point  fet  led  by  thofe  who  fettle 
every  thing  elfe  ;  and  I  mu  ft  add 
(wba,t  I  am  enabled  to  fav  from 
my  own  long  ana  clofe  obferva- 
tion)  that  there  is  not  a  man,  of 
any  profeflion,  or  in  any  fituation*, 
of  a  more  eredl  and  independent 
fpirit ;  of  a  more  proud  honour  5 
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a  more  manly  mind  ;  a  more  firm 
and  determined  integrity.  Allure 
yourfelves,  that  the  names  of  two 
fuch  men  will  bear  a  great  load  of 
prejudice  in  the  other  fcale,  before 
they  can  be  entirely  outweighed. 

With  this  mover,  and  this  fe- 
eonder,  agreed  the  whole  Houle 
of  commons  ;  the  whole  houfe  of 
lords;  the  whole  bench  of  bilhops ; 
the  king  5  the  minidry  ;  the  op- 
pofnion  ;  all  the  diilinguilhed 
clergy  of  the  edablifhment ;  all  the 
eminent  lights  (for  they  were  con- 
fulted)  of  the  Diffenting  churches. 
This  according  voice  of  national 
vvifdom  ought  to  be  liftened  to  with 
reverence.  To  fay  that  all  thefe 
defcriptions  of  Englilhmen  unani- 
irrouily  concurred  in  a  fcheme  for 
introducing  the  Catholic  religion, 
or  that  none  of  them  underftood 
the  nature  and  effeds  of  what  they 
were  doing,  fo  well  as  a  few  cb- 
fcure  clubs  of  people,  whofe  names 
you  never  heard  of,  is  ihamelefsly 
abfurd.  Surely  it  is  paying  a  mi- 
ferable  compliment  to  the  religion 
we  profefs,  to  fugged,  that  every 
thing  eminent  in  the  kingdom  is 
indifferent,  or  even  adverfe  to  that 
religion,  and  that  its  fecurity  is 
wholly  abandoned  to  the  zeal  of 
thofe,  who  have  nothing  but  their 
zeal  to  diftinguifh  them.  In  weigh¬ 
ing  this  unanimous  concurrence  of 
whatever  the  nation  has  to  boaft 
of,  I  hope  you  will  recoiled.  that 
all  thefe  concurring  parties  do  by 
bo  means  love  one  another  enough 
to  agree  in  any  point,  which  was 
mot  both  evidently,  and  import¬ 
antly,  right. 
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Adventure*  of  Eyles  Irwin,  Ffq%  in 
a  Voyage  up  the  Red -Sea,  and  in 
a  '' Journey  through  the  Deferts  of 
Thebais,  From  his  Leiters ,  yto, 

IN  the  year  1777,  Mr  Irwin,  % 
gentleman  in  the  Ead-India 
Company’s  fervice,  was  fent  from 
Madrafs  with  difpatches  for  Eng¬ 
land.  He  embarked  on  board  the 
fnow  Adventure,  Captain  Bacon, 
in  company  with  three  other  gen¬ 
tlemen,  Major  Alexander,  Mr. 
Hammond,  and  Lieutenant  *  *  *, 
a  gentleman  whofe  name  is  kindly 
fuppreffed,  for  a  reafon  that  will 
appear  in  due  time  ;  bound  for 
Mocha  on  the  coad  of  Arabia  Fe¬ 
lix  :  with  a  refolution,  either  to 
reach  Suez  by  a  voyage  up  the 
Red-Sea,  or  to  proceed  by  land  to 
the  port  of  Alexandria,  and  thence 
to  take  (hipping  for  Europe.  In 
eight  weeks,  owing  to  the  latenefs 
of  the  feafon,  theyeffeded  a  pafifage 
to  Mocha.  Here  the  Ead-India 
Company  have  arefident,  and  Mr. 
Irwin  and  his  party  daid  till  the 
ihip  had  laid  in  dores  for  the  voy¬ 
age  up  the  Red- Sea.  Of  the  cuf* 
toms  of  the  country  he  gives  the 
following  account  : 

The  women  in  Arabia  are  kept 
in  much  drider  confinement,  than 
thofe  of  their  religion  in  India. 
The  females  of  rank  are  fhut  up 
in  their  apartments,  and  never  dir 
abroad,  except  now  and  then,  to 
accompany  their  hufbands  on  an 
excurfion  to  thevallies.  T  hey  are 
veiled  at  thefe  times  from  head  to 
foot,  and  fent  off  upon  horfe-back 
under  cover  of  the  night.  But  this 
fimple  recreation  does  not  fall  often 
to  their  lot.  T  he  civilized  Arabs 
are  of  all  nations  the  lead  inclined 
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to  a&ion  ;  and  it  is  to  be  fuppofed, 
that  women  born  here  live  and  die, 
without  birring  out  of  the  walls  of 
Mocha;  fuch  is  the  tax  that  is 
laid  on  birih  and  greatnefs,  even 
in  the  remote  coun  rv  of  Arabia. 

To  thofe  of  a  lower  degree,  there 
is  iome  deviation  permitted  from 
the  feveritv  ot  this  cu llom  hough 
there  are  no  pubhc  Hummums  tor 
the  women  to  refort  to  as  in  lurky, 
they  are  indulged  with  the  free¬ 
dom  of  viluing  their  neighbours, 
when  the  dufk  of  the  evening  can 
fkreen  their  perfons  from  oblerva- 
tion  :  for  the  thick  vei.s  in  which 
their  faces  are  buried  utterly  pre¬ 
clude  the  poffibility  of  diltinguifh 
ing  their  features.  We  have  met 
them  ourlelves  in  the  ilreets,  and 
have  conceived  a  favourable  idea 
of  their  faces,  from  the  fymmetry 
of  theif  figures. 

Incontinence  is  held  much  more 
criminal  among  the  fingle  than 
married  females.  Though  adul¬ 
tery  is  punifhed  with  a  heavy  fine, 
the  feduflion  of  a  virgin  is  attend¬ 
ed  by  a  more'  ferious  corre&ion. 
In  this  they  differ  from  the  laws 
of  more  enlightened  kingdoms, 
where  an  injury  of  this  nature  is 
not  only  unpunifhable  by  any 
courfe  of  law,  but  the  matter  it- 
felf  is  treated  in  a  very  light  man¬ 
ner.  And  here  the  charader  of 
the  Arabian  Le,  iflator  rifes  far 
beyond  the  beaded  policy  of  Eu¬ 
ropean  bates.  To  his  jullice  it  is 
owing,  that  the  deftrudion  of  in¬ 
nocence  is  held  in  fuch  abhor¬ 
rence ;  and  to  his  re&itude  of 
thinking,  that  the  mere  accom¬ 
plice  of  a  lewd  woman  fhould  en¬ 
counter  lefs  rigorous  treatment, 
than  the  mean  betrayer  of  unex¬ 
perienced  fimplicity. 
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We  were  furprized  at  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Chridian  renegadoes  that 
refide  at  Mocha.  Not,  that  the 
apoltacy  of  men,  who  perhaps  had 
no  fenfe  of  religion  until  they  pro- 
feffed  Mahomecanifm,  could  pro¬ 
voke  our  wonder  ;  but  how  their 
worldly  intereits  could  be  advanced 
by  the  change.  Reduced  to  a  pi- 
tirul  fubfibence,  and  held  in  de- 
f  rved  contempt  by  the  natives, 
we  fhould  have  furmifed  their  de- 
fe&icn  to  be  me  ely  the  effe&s  of 
defpair  ;  and  that  the  fugitives 
from  juftice  alone  fought  their 
fafety  at  this  price,  had  not  the 
example  of  a  Greek  pried  fome- 
what  fhaken  our  opinion.  This 
pried,  by  name  Ananias,  I  re¬ 
member  to  have  heard  mentioned 
in  Bengal,  as  a  miracle  of  piety* 
And  yet  in  the  fevenrieth  year  of 
his  age  did  he  publicly  abjure  the 
Chridian  reiigiun,  in  the  courfe 
of  a  pilgrimage  to  Mount  Sinai. 
H  vvss  circumciled,  and  received 
into  the  Mahometan  church  ;  and, 
to  crown  the  whole  of  this  brange 
proceeding,  was  led  about  the  city 
for  three  days,  according  to  cuf- 
tom,  mounted  on  an  afs,  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  alms  of  the  faithful,  which 
every  convert  is  entitled  to  on  his 
ad  million  to  their  myfteries.  This 
happened  during  our  fhort  day  dc 
Mocha  ;  and  is  one  of  the  greateff 
indances  of  the  infirmity  of  human 
nature,  which  has  come  within  the 
fphere  of  my  obiervation. 

Having  taken  in  proper  provi- 
fions,  they  re-imbarked  on  a  voy-u 
age  up  the  Red  Sea  to  Suez,  which 
is  but  a  fhort  journey  from  Grand 
Cairo.  The  paffage  up  the  Red- 
Sea,  little  known  to  Europeans, 
is  rendered  extremely  dangerous 
by  rocks  and  fhoals,  and,  the 
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wind  being  again!!  them,  they 
could  not  run  more  than  thirty 
miles  upon  one  tack  :  their  me- 
thod  was  to  make  one  fhore  about 
fun-fet,  then  to  tack,  and  fi  and 
over  for  the  oppofite  fhore  until 
day  break. 

When  the  velTel  had  beat  up  in 
that  manner  for  fome  time,  they 
Suddenly  found  themfelves  about 
fun-fet  on  a  hazy  evening  driven 
by  the  current  among  a  line  of 
jocks  and  fhoals  on  the  Ara¬ 
bian  coafl,  and  in  imminent 
danger  of  deflru&ion.  The  fnow 
Aurora  had  been  loil  in  the 
fame  place,  about  fix  months  be¬ 
fore..  After  an  anxious  perilous 
night,  and  various  intricate  tra- 
verfes,  they  took  refuge  in  the 
harbour  of  Yambo,  that  appeared 
in  fight  in  the  morning.  Here 
they  congratulated  themfelves  with 
a,  conclunon  of  their  troubles, 
having  heard  of  the  hofpitality  of 
the  place,  from  the  crew  of  the 
above  fhip-w'recked  veil'd,  who 
had  owed  their  fafety  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants.  This  port  was  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Medina  ;  and  as 
the  Adventure  had  landed  a  con¬ 
siderable  fum  of  money  at  Mocha, 
being  .a  prefen t  from  the  Nabob 
of  the'  Carnatic  to  the  temple  of 
Mecca,  they  .doubted  not  of  re¬ 
ceiving  the  moil  favourable  treat¬ 
ment  a  t  Yam  bo. 

Neverthelefs,  after  the  gentle¬ 
men  with  the  captain  had  been  de¬ 
coyed  afhor.e  by  the  molt  plaufible 
•invitation  from  the  vizier  of  the 
town  ;  and  being  amufed  in  their 
negotiations  for  a  pilot  to  condu& 
the  f h i p  to  Suez;  they  were  at 
length  refufed  all  affiftance  by  the 
vizier,  under  pretence  of  waiting 
lor  an  order  from  the  Xerif  of 
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Mecca,  and  in  the  mean  time  sn 
guard  was  placed  over  them,  and 
they  were  kept  in  find!  confine¬ 
ment.  In  the  evening,  the  vizier 
f  n t  to  the  captain  to  defire  he 
would  order  the  fhip  into  the  har¬ 
bour.  They  now  began  to  fufped 
that  fome  black  dedgn  was  in  agi¬ 
tation,  and  their  firfl  refolution 
was  to  attempt  to  gain  their  boat 
by  force,  and  return  on  board. 
But  whiift  they  were  confulting  on 
this  point,  their  boat5s  crew  was 
fent  to  the  fame  place  of  confine¬ 
ment,  and  the  boat  itfelf  removed 
to  fome  fecret  place— -frefh  in¬ 
junctions  alfo  were  fent  to  the 
captain  to  order  the  fhip  into  har¬ 
bour.  As  they  had  no  doubts  but 
that  this  was  done  with  a  defiga 
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to  get  the  veiTel  into  their  power, 
and  thereby  prevent  the  difcovery 
of  their  villainy:  they  refolved,  as 
the  only  chance  of  having  their 
lives,  to  fend  pofitive  orders  to 
the  mate  to  weigh  or  flip  his  an¬ 
chor  with  the  fir  it  favourable  wind, 
make  the  be  ft  of  his  way  to  judtia, 
and  acquaint  the  Englifh  fhips 
there  with  their  fituation.  This 
was  accordingly  done — a  faithful 
Arabian  who  had  been  their  inter¬ 
preter,  and  had  attached  himfelf 
to  them*  carried  the  letter  to  the 
vizier-— his  ignorance  of  our  lan¬ 
guage  favoured  their  defign,  and 
the  interpreter  palled  it  off  for  an 
order  to  come  immediately  into 
harbour.  For  two  davs,  the  wind 
being  unfavourable,  they  were  in 
the  mod  dreadful  fufpence.  Ac 
length  they  law  the  fhip  getting 
underway;  but  the  weather  fud- 
denly  changing,  fne  ran  amongft 
the  breakers:  the  Arabians  attack¬ 
ed  her  from  the  fhore,  and  the 
people  on  board  were  afraid  of 

defend* 


CHARACTERS. 


defending  themfelves,  as  the  con¬ 
sequence  of  killing  an  Arabian, 
w  uld  have  been  the  certain  death 
of  the  party  on  Ihore.  1  hey  Soon 
after  got  pofTcffion  of  the  fhip,  and 
took  out  all  the  guns  and  Small 
arms. 

During  the  three  days  they  had 
now  been  here,  many  trading 
boats  having  failed  in  and  out  of 
the  harbour,  the  vizier  was  de¬ 
prived  of  all  hopes  of  making  a  le- 
crec  prize  of  the  veffiel.  He  there¬ 
fore  entered  into  a  kind  of  treaty 
with  the  priloners,  and  after  extort¬ 
ing  confiderable  fums  of  money  from 
them ,  and  detaining  them  a  month, 
by  which  tine,  the  northern  mon- 
foons  fet  in,  he  agreed  to  fend 
them  away  to  Suez  in  a  boati  for 
which,  they  were  to  pay  the  ex¬ 
travagant  price  of  6^0  dollars. 
However,  they  had  nothing  left 
but  to  fubmit,  and  the  company, 
confiding  of  Mr.  Irwin,  Major 
Alexander,  Lieutenant  *  *  *,  at¬ 
tended  by  four  fervants  and  Ibra¬ 
him,  the  Arabian  interpreter,  em¬ 
barked  on  board  their  boat.  This 
boat,  which  from  the  price  they 
paid  for  her,  they  named  the  Im- 
pofition,  afforded  thefe  four  gen¬ 
tlemen  no  mo  e  accommodation 
than  a  fquare  of  about  five  feet 
diameter,  being  formed  of  their 
chefts,  with  no  defence  againft  the 
mid-day  fun  or  mid  night  dews. 
Their  f  rvants  and  the  boat’s  crew 
Sufficiently  occupied  the  reft. 

At  the  commencement  of  this 
voyage,  the  lieutenant  before  men¬ 
tioned  difcovered  by  many  extra¬ 
vagances,  that  the  treatment  they 
had  received  at  Yambo  had  difor- 
dered  his  intellects.  He  had  be¬ 
trayed  fears  for  his  life  from  his 
f.rft  entrance  into  the  boat,  and 
retarded  their  departure  by  efcap- 
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ing  afhore,  where  he  went  back 
to  the  vizier  to  communicate  his 
apprehenfions.  He  was  brought 
on  board  again,  where  every  thing 
was  done  to  quiet  his  mind,  and 
d  veit  hi  ’■  ;  but  with  fo  little  fuc- 
ceis,  that  the  Arabs  were  in  turn, 
alarmed  at  his  mad  freaks,  and 
pofitively  refufed  to  proceed  on 
their  voyage,  if  he  remained  on 
board.  In  this  dilemma  they  were 
forced  to  fend  the  poor  man  back 
to  Yambo,  with  a  recon  mendation 
to  the  care  of  C.iptain  Bacon  of 
the  /d  enture;  and  had  after¬ 
ward  the  fatisfaClion  to  hear  of  his 
recovery. 

After  a  tedious  coafting  voyage 
up  the  Arabian  lhore  for  a  month, 
the  boatmen,  when  they  arrived 
at  the  gu'ph  of  Suez,  flood  over 
to  the  Egyptian  fhore  under  the 
advantage  of  the  night,  and  made 
for  the  port  of  Colire,  which  is 
about  half  way  between  Yambo 
and  Suez.  The  gentlemen  now 
found  that  the  boat  was  originally 
bound  only  for  Co'lre,  and  that 
the  vizier  of  Yambo,  by  making 
an  exorbitant  charge  for  a  voyage 
to  Suez,  had  doubly  cheated  them  % 
befide  expoling  them  to  a  much 
longer  and  more  dangerous  journey 
by  land,  than  if  they  had  been 
conveyed  to  the  port  for  which 
they  had  paid  their  paftage. 

Colire,  which  Hands  in  26  deg, 
20  min.  north  latitude,  is  deferib- 
ed  as  the  fouthernmoft  port  on 
the  coaft  of  Egypt,  and  to  have 
been  of  great  note,  and  to  be  Hill 
confiderable,  for  the  exportation 
of  grain  to  Arabia,  which  is 
brought  in  caravans  from  the 
Hile.  The  town  is  however  in  a 
miferable  fate  of  decay,  and  the 
afpeCt  of  the  country  round  is 
dreary;  the  eye  cannot  catch  a 
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verdant  fpot,  and  this  defert  is  the 
barrier  to  the  celebrated  and  fer¬ 
tile  land  of  Upper  Egypt. 

There  was  now  no  remedy,  but 
to  land  at  the  place  to  which  they 
were  carried  ;  and  to  wait  the  fat¬ 
ting  out  of  a  caravan  with  which 
they  might  travel  to  the  Nile. 
The  novelty  of  their  European 
chefs  procured  them  many  vifi- 
tors ;  to  leffen  therefore  the  no¬ 
tice  they  attra&ed,  they  refolved 
to  affume  the  veflments  of  the 
Eafterns  ;  and  as  being  alfo  better 
adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  cli¬ 
mate.  Their  flay  in  tfiis  place 
was  at  a  continual  expence  of 
prefents  of  one  kind  or  other, 
which  their  new  acquaintances 
contrived  to  get  from  them  by  in- 
iinuations  and  importunities ;  hav¬ 
ing  conceived  high  ideas  of  their 
wealth  by  their  baggage.  The  de¬ 
lay  of  the  arrival  of  the  expected 
caravan,  by  the  return  of  which 
they  were  to  proceed  to  the  Nile, 
proved  a  good  opening  to  the 
Arabian  Shaik  to  profit  by  their 
eagernefs  to  depart.  He  offered 
to  procure  them  as  many  camels 
as  they  required  for  them  and  their 
baggage ;  for  which,  however, 
they  were  to  pay  double  price  of 
camel  hire  to  Ghinnah,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  fcarcity  of  thofe  ani¬ 
mals  at  that  time.  To  this  mea- 
fure  they  would  have  agreed,  had 
not  the  price  he  demanded  exceed¬ 
ed  trebly  what  it  ought  to  have 
done  according  to  his  own  calcu¬ 
lation.  The  news  of  the  approach 
of  the  caravan  put  an  end  to  the 
negociation,  but  afforded  him  op¬ 
portunity  to  begin  another  for  the 
loan  of  twenty  dollars  which  he 
faid  he  wanted  to  purchafe  coffee  ; 
this  requek,  which  their  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Arabs  taught  them  to 


confider  but  as  an  indiredl  mode 
of  begging,  their  fituation  induced 
them  to  comply  with;  and  the 
crafty  veteran  received  them  with 
many  profeffions  of. gratitude,  and 
promifes  to  expedite  their  jour¬ 
ney. 

The  next  morning  was  ufhered 
in  by  a  vifit  from  the  fhaik,  at¬ 
tended  by  the  principal  Arabs  of 
the  town,  whofe  errand  was  to  fee 
what  they  could  ffrip  the  travellers 
of  before  their  departure,.  200  ca¬ 
mels  of  the  caravan  having  arrived 
the  preceding  evening.  When 
the  gentlemen  determined  to  bring 
them  to  the  point  of  naming  the 
fum  total  they  were  to  pay  for  car¬ 
riage  to  Ghinnah,  they  delivered 
the  following  bill : 

Dollars. 

To  the  government  of  Co- 
lire  for  its  prote&ion 
To  twelve  camels  from 
hence  to  Ghinnah 
Two  foldiers  for  a  guard  jo 

To  a  prefent  to  the  fhaik  ) 
for  his  company  j 


It  is  to  be  obferved  that  the  ufual 
hire  of  a  camel  for  that  journey 
was  but  two  dollars ;  they  paid  the 
money  however  on  the  fpot,  to  the 
great  fati.sfadlion  of  their  vi liters, 
placing  all  their  1  offerings  to  the 
account  of  the  vizier  of  Yam  bo. 
The  fufpicions  of  their  concealed 
wealth  would  not  let  the  lhaik 
part  with  thefe  travellers  without 
kill  more  extortion  ;  for  he  came 
the  next  morning  and  told  them 
in  plain  terms,  that  he  muk  have 
more  money.  He  condefcended 
indeed  to  place  this  requificion  to 
the  account  of  the  people  of  the 
town  and  country,  who  had  been 
pellering  him  for  prefents  from 
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them;  tTiat  it  was  their  misfortune 
to  be  confidered  by  thefe  people 
as  men  of  vail  wealth,  whofe 
trunks  were  filled  with  gold,  pre¬ 
cious  ftones,  and  rich  merchan¬ 
dize,  on  which  it  was  their  cuftom 
to  levy  a  tax.  It  was  in  vain  to 
expoftulate,  the  dependants  of  the 
fhaik  were  yet  to  receive  their 
mite  ;  and  he  declared  in  a  de¬ 
termined  tone,  that  he  could  not 
pretend  to  fend  them  in  fafety  to 
the  Nile,  until  he  received  orders 
from  the  bey  of  Cairo,  unlefs  the 
people  were  fatisfied  with  a  dona¬ 
tion  of  twenty-five  dollars.  When 
his  demand  was  fatisfied,  the  clouds 
which  loured  on  his  countenance 
difpelled  in  a  moment,  and  with 
infinite  good  humour  he  ordered 
the  camels  at  the  door  to  take  up 
their  baggage.  After  his  departure, 
it  was  found  that  inftead  of  twelve 
camels,  as  by  agreement,  he  had 
only  provided  ten,  and  he  had 
grace  enough  to  avoid  another  in¬ 
terview,  by  fending  his  fon  to  ac¬ 
company  them  inftead  of  attending 
himfclf. 

Misfortune  however  ftill  purfued 
them.  The  young  fhaik  found 
means  in  the  courfe  of  their  jour¬ 
ney  to  feparate  them  from  the  reft 
of  the  caravan,  and  after  they  had 
fufFered  innumerable  fatigues,  he 
had  the  impudence  to  propofe  to 
leave  them  at  Banute,  a  town 
considerably  fhort  of  Ghinnah. 
This  circumftance  (fays  Mr.  Ir¬ 
win)  was  too  barefaced  not  to 
alarm  us,  and  we  determined  to 
pufh  on,  through  an  almoft  in- 
fupportable  heat.  This  refolution 
was  confirmed  by  Abdul  Ruffar, 
our  Arabian  fervant,  who  was 
entitled  to  credit  from  his  palt 
behaviour.  Accordingly,  at  two 
o’clock,  we  mounted  our  camels. 


in  fpite  of  their  importunities  to 
wait  until  the  evening,  and  moved 
on,  in  the  moft  fultry  day  I  had 
ever  felt  in  the  Eaft.  We  foon. 
rejoined  the  merchant’s  camels, 
which  had  taken  fhelter  under  a 
thorn-tree  at  fome  diftance,  and 
were  ready  to  attend  us.  While 
united  with  this  body,  we  did  not 
fear  going  aftray;  and  purfqed  our 
courfe,  under  a  full  fecurity  of 
being  on  the  road  to  Ghinnah. 
We  had  no  water,  but  what  our 
earth.. >  guglets  contained  ;  and 
this  was  foon  expended.  It  Is 
impoflible  to  defcribe  what  we 
fullered  from  heat  and  thirft  during 
this  ftage.  A  mouthful  or  two  of 
dirty  water,  which  one  of  our 
guards  gave  me,  made  me  forget 
for  the  moment  his  recent  info- 
lence;  and  all  our  former  appre- 
henfions  were  infenfibly  fwallowed 
up  in  the  more  painful  idea  of 
falling  viblims  to  thirft.  Our 
tongues  a&ually  became  parched  to 
our  palates ;  and  we  were  obliged 
to  wet  them  every  now  and  then, 
with  fpirituous  liquors,  to  prevent 
fuffbcation  from  the  clouds  of  duft 
which  continual  whirlwinds  threw 
around  us.  This  expedient  was 
but  tranfitory,  and  ferved  indeed 
to  increafe  the  rage  of  thirft.  It 
was  our  common  misfortune  alfo 
to  labour  under  a  violent  com¬ 
plaint  in  our  bowels;  and  to  the 
want  of  the  bad  water  that  occa- 
fioned  it — a  want  which  we  had 
lamented  in  the  moft  earneft  man¬ 
ner — our  prefervation  was  probably 
owing.  I  was  fo  afHi&ed  myfelf 
with  this  diforder,  that  I  could 
fcarcely  fit  my  camel  through  ex- 
cefi.  of  pain.  The  wind  and  dull 
had  equally  affected  our  fight,  fo 
that  we  wandered  on  in  agony  and 
darknefs.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
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our  Arabian  companions  partook 
in  fome  meafure  ot  our  fu  erings; 
but  they  were  too  much  accuftomed 
to  the  fun,  to  feel  all  the  effects  of 
bis  fury;  and  we  had  feme  reafon 
to  fufpedt,  that  their  if  ck  of  water 
lafted  long  after  ours  had  failed  us. 
To  crown  this  feene  of  diitrefs,  we 
at  length  ove.took  the  fhaik,  who, 
we  learnt,  had  been  difappointed 
in  replenifhing  his  (kins,  by  the 
appearance  of  wild  Arabs  about 
the  lprings.  This  news  founded 
like  the  knell  of  death  in  our  ears; 
not  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
thefe  robbers,  who  were  once  fo 
formidable  to  our  fears,  but  from 
the  abfence  of  a  fluid,  on  which 
we  fuppofed  our  lives  to  depend. 
Faint  and  fpiritlefs,  therefore,  we 
toiled  on  until  eight  o’clock  at 
night,  when  we  haked,  without 
having  encountered  any  foe  in  the 
way.  But  far  different  was  this 
baking- place  from  any  other  we 
bad  come  to.  Without  a  draught 
of  water  to  moiften  our  throats,  it 
was  impracticable  to  force  down  a 
xnorfel  of  bread  ;  and  the  pain  and 
wearinefs  under  which  our  bodies 
laboured,  were  too  extreme  to  ad-* 
mit  of  a  momentary  repofe.  Over¬ 
whelmed  with  hunger,  third,  and 
fatigue,  we  fat  ourfelves  upon  the 
ground,  and  revolved  our  melan¬ 
choly  lunation  in  filence.  Every 
ikih  was  alternately  ranfacked  by 
ks  for  water,  and  not  an  article 
left  untried  that  was  likely  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  lead  moifture.  My  com¬ 
panions  and  I  had  unluckily  re- 
courfe  to  raw  onions,  which  were 
among  the  baggage.  But  no  fooner 
bad  we  tallied  of  this  potent  root, 
than  we  repented  of  our  raljHiefs. 
The  effect  was  quite  contrary  to 
our  hopes ;  and  our  drought  was 
irritated  to  the  highed  degree. 


This  dage  was  fix  hours,  or  fifteen 
miles. 

After  five  davs  ‘ourney  through 
th'  fe  delerrs,  they  at  length  ar¬ 
rived  at  Ghinnah,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Nile,  where  they  again  found 
themfelves  in  much  worfe  hands 
than  at  Cofire.  Their  landlord 
and  the  vizier  of  the  city  leagued 
together,  and  by  fundry  artifices 
and  farcical  pleas  of  difficulties, 
contrived  to  detain  them  from  their 
voyage  down  the  river,  and  to  drain 
them  of  their  money  and  every  va¬ 
luable  article,  even  to  their  arms 
and  wearing  apparel,  that  they 
faw  in  their  poffeflion  :  thefe  ex¬ 
tortions  they  were  obliged  to  fub- 
mit  to,  finding  by  experience  that 
among  thefe  people  reflflance  ne¬ 
ver  produced  redrefs.  After  hav¬ 
ing  been  kept  prifoners  by  their 
landlord,  fubjedi  to  a  barefaced 
courfe  of  depredation,  they  were 
at  length  happily  refeued  from 
thefe  plunderers,  by  the  long-ex¬ 
pected  arrival  of  the  fhaik  Ul  Arab, 
whofe  character  and  behaviour  Mr. 
Irwin  thus  deferibes: 

Ifman  Abu  Ally,  the  great  fhaik 
of  the  Arabs — for  fuch  we  would 
render  the  fhaik  Ul  Arab-— is  a 
fhort  fat  man,  of  about  five  feet 
two  inches  high,  and  turned,  as 
we  learn,  of  feventy  five.  His 
eyes  are  grey,  and  his  complexion 
very  fair;  but,  what  at  once  gives 
him  a  Angular  ar.d  more  youthful 
look,  his  beard,  which  is  very 
bufhy,  is  coloured  of  a  bright  yel¬ 
low.  This  exterior  may  not  feem 
the  moil  promifing,  and  might 
create  dillalle,  if  the  benevolence 
that  beams  from  his  countenance, 
were  not  foremoft  to  fecure  the 
heart  of  the  beholder.  Neither 
can  the  fhrillnefs  of^his  voice, 
which  is  harih  and  diiTonant,  de- 
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ftroy  the  beauty  of  the  fentimcnts, 
which  ic  is  made  ufe  of  to  convey. 
He  is  ftill  adtive,  for  a  man  of  his 
fize  and  age  ;  and  his  fpirits  are  lo 
good,  that  were  it  not  for  the  ra¬ 
vage  that  time  has  made  among 
his  teeth,  he  might  pals  for  a 
younger  man  by  twenty  years  at 
leaft.  Except  the  viziers  of  Yam- 
bo  and  Ghinnah,  whom  we  had 
found  to  be  villains  by  fad  expe¬ 
rience,  we  had  hitherto  dealt  with 
the  drofs  of  the  nation.  It  was 
referved  for  this  moment,  for  us  to 
meet  with  the  polite  gentleman  and 
the  honeit  man,  comprized  in  the 
perfon  where  they  oughtto  be  found, 
in  the  reprefentative  of  his  people. 

We  ha'd  quickly  caufe  to  find, 
that  we  had  not  given  the  fhaik  too 
much  credit  for  his  integrity.  His 
impatience  to  acquit  himfelf  in  our 
opinion,  of  any  connivance  at  the 
condudt  of  his  fervants,  could 
fcarcely  be  reftrained  by  the  forms 
of  civility,  which  precluded  bufi- 
nefs  during  our  repaid.  But  no 
fooner  was  it  ended,  than  he  fnifced 
the  converfation,  and  came  diredtly 
to  the  point  which  we  were  fo  much 
concerned  in.  He  lamented  the 
treatment  which  we  had  under¬ 
gone,  and  which  could  only  have 
happened  in  his  abfence  ;  and  he 
vehemently  reprobated  the  be¬ 
haviour  of  his  officers,  which  he 
was  determined  to  punifn  in  the 
moll;  exemplary  manner.  After  a 
few  leadingqueftions,  which  tended 
to  confirm  the  report  that  had  been 
made  to  him  touching  our  ftory, 
he  profeffed,  that  his  return  to 
Ghinnah  had  been  haftened  on  our 
account.  That  he  had  come  pur- 
jpofely  to  do  us  ftrid  juftice  on  our 
perfecutors,  and  to  difpatch  us 
under  a  fafe  conduct  to  Cairo,  As 
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a  proof  of  his  fincerity,  he  ordered 
Ally,  the  brother  of  Mahomet, 
their  landlord,  and  a  partaker  in 
the  fpoil,  to  be  brought  before 
him.  He  had  been  previoufly 
taken  into  cuftody,  and  was  wait¬ 
ing  without,  to  be  examined. 
With  this  fellow  came  Sauker,  one 
of  the  rogues  who  had  affifted  to 
plunder  us,  and  who  of  his  own 
accord  produced  the  things  which 
had  fallen  to  his  lhare,  in  the 
divifion  of  the  fpoils.  He  laid 
them  at  the  fhaik’s  feet;  and  with 
the  greateft  effrontery  declared, 
that  he  had  taken  them,  only  to 
fecure  them  from  the  thieves  of 
the  houfe  :  and  that  his  truth  might 
be  deduced  from  his  care  of  our 
property.  Though  his  offence  was 
palpable,  this  ffep  was  fufficient  to 
fkreen  him  from  punifhment  in  a 
country,  where  retribution  is  all 
that  is  required  by  the  profecutor, 
and  where  juftice  is  generally  to  be 
appeafed  by  pecuniary  fines.  But 
the  ill-advifed  Ally  did  not  efcape 
in  this  manner.  He  boldly  denied 
having  robbed  us  of  money  or 
valuables,  and  was  loudly  ex¬ 
claiming  at  the  injuftice  of  the 
accufation,  when  the  fhaik  raifed 
his  voice,  and  a  dozen  Abvffiniaa 
flaves  fuddenly  feized  on  the  cul¬ 
prit,  and  hurried  him  oat  of  the 
room.  We  were  in  pain  for  the 
fellow,  and  were  meditating  cn  the 
confequences  of  his  arreft,  when  he 
was  brought  into  our  prefence 
again,  bound  hand  and  foot,  with 
a  chain  about  his  neck,  by  which 
he  was  held.  He  was  on  the  point 
of  receiving  the  baftinado  on  his 
knees,  when  he  confefled  the 
charge,  and  promifed  to  return  all 
that  he  had  taken  from  us.  The 
fhaik  was  inclined  to  innict  the 
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punifiiment  on  him  ;  but  by  the 
interpofition  of  thofe  about  him, 
in  which  we  joined,  he  remitted  it 
for  the  prefen t;  and  directed  Aliy 
to  be  led  home,  that  he  might 
produce  the  goods.  Our  triumph 
was  complete.  One  of  our  ancient 
enemies  had  atoned  for  his  crime, 
in  a  manner  that  outwent  the  molt 
fanguine  idea  of  revenge.  The 
other  was  humbled  at  our  feet. 
He  furvived  indeed  :  but  it  was 
only  to  abafe  him  (elf  before  u  s, 
and  to  depend  upon  our  modera¬ 
tion  for  his  fecurity ! 

In  about  half  an  hour  Aliy  re¬ 
turned,  and  produced  a  few  of  the 
leaf!:  valuable  articles.  He  earneftly 
requeued  until  the  morning  to  de¬ 
liver  up  the  red,  and  to  repay  us 
the  money  that  he  had  cheated  us 
out  of.  This  was  granted  him  at 
our  defire,  and  the  prifoner  com¬ 
mitted  to  his  own  houfe,  under  the 
cuilody  of  a  firong  guard. 

We  breakfafted  betimes,  and 
at  feven  o’clock  went  to  the  fhaik’s 
houfe.  The  court  were  already 
affembled  in  an  open  fpot  before 
the  houfe,  which  was  fhaded  by  an 
.high  wall  from  the  morning  fun. 
Here  we  found  the  Ihaik  encom- 
paffed  by  his  great  men,  with  a 
number  of  foldiers  and  attendants 
at  feme  diftance  in  their  front. 
Carpets  were  fpread  in  the  inter¬ 
mediate  fpace  for  our  reception. 
Here  we  feated  ourfelves,  after 
making  our  obeifance  to  the  fhaik, 
and  waited  in  filence  the  iffue  of 
the  trial.  Next  to  the  fbaik’s  right 
band  was  placed  his  nephew,  and, 
as  we  underhand,  his  declared  fuc- 
ceffor  in  the  government. 

j u ft  before  we  came  in,  the 
culprit  Ally  had  undergone  a  fevere 
bailmado,  on  again  proving  re« 


frarkory  ;  and  the  hakeem  was  fent 
to  iearcli  his  houfe  for  the  fioleii 
goods.  This  occafioned  a  paufe 
in  the  proceedings,  which  were 
interrupted  by  the  fudden  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  vizier,  who,  to  our 
great  aftonifhnient,  took  a  feat 
which,  was  vacant  next  to  the 
fhaik’s  nephew.  This  confidence 
was  unexpTted,  and  filled  us  with 
unfavourable  prognostics  of  the 
event  of  our  fuit.  But  our  doubts 
were  of  fhort  continuance.  He 
h^d  entered  unregarded  by  his 
matter,  and  was  talking  with 
great  eafe  to  thofe  about  him, 
when  the  fhaik  turned  about,  and 
in  a  folemn  tone  alked  him  for  the 
lhauls  and  things,  which  he  had 
received  from  the  Engliih  gen¬ 
tlemen.  The  whole  frame  of  this 
gay  courtier  was  evidently  difeom- 
pofed  by  this  quefiion.  He  had 
probably  laid  his  account  with  our 
fupprefiing  the  part  he  had  taken 
again!!  us,  after  the  high  hand 
with  which  he  had  once  flopped 
the  accufation  of  Abdul  Ruffar, 
and  was  unprepared  with  an  evafion. 
His  countenance  inftantly  was  dif- 
robed  of  its  pleafantry;  his  limbs 
trembled,  and  his  tongue  faukered 
in  framing  a  reply,  the  fubftance 
of  which  was,  that  he  was  a 
ftranger  to  the  matter  with  which 
he  was  charged.  We  were  afhamed 
of  the  meannefs  of  a  man  of  his 
rank,  but  the  wrath  of  the  Ihaik 
was  wound  up  to  the  higheff  pitch 
at  the  hearing  of  this  falfehood. 
He  was  confirmed  of  the  guilt  from 
the  fymptoms  which  the  offender 
difplayed  ;  and  without  calling  any 
frefh  evidence  to  corroborate  it,  he 
proceeded  to  decide.  But  he  could 
hardly  find  utterance  for  his  or¬ 
ders  ,  which  were  to  arreff  and 
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Hog  the  vizier  immediately.  A 
number  of  flaves  darted  from  the 
croud,  to  execute  his  orders. 
The  adonifhed  minider  could 
not  believe  his  ears,  and  would 
fain  have  perfuaded  himfelf  that 
the  affair  was  a  jell.  He  was 
prefently  convinced  of  his  mi  Hake. 
The  officers  of  j  a  ft  ice  laid  vio¬ 
lent  hands  upon  his  perfon,  tum¬ 
bled  him  from  his  proud  feat,  and 
in  a  rude  manner  hurried  him 
away,  in  fpite  of  his  outcries  and 
fruitlefs  refiftance.  This  behaviour 
ferved  only  to  exafperate  the  fhaik. 
His  eyes  flaflied  with  the  honed 
indignation  which  lighted  his  bo- 
fom  ;  his  flrength  could  fcarcely 
fupport  the  agitations  of  mind  ; 
and  after  fome  effort,  he  raifed 
himfelf  from  his  carpet,  and  re¬ 
peated  his  commands  in  a  voice, 
that  ffruck  terror  into  the  breads  of 
all  prefent.  He  was  immediately 
furrounded  by  a  croud  of  his  cour¬ 
tiers,  who  kiffed  his  hands,  em¬ 
braced  his  knees,  and  interceded 
with  him  for  the  pardon  of  the 
vizier.  Thefe  nobles  took  no  fhare 
in  the  paffions  of  their  monarch, 
and  were  only  attentive  to  excul¬ 
pate  one  of  their  body,  though  at 
the  expence  of  honour  and  juftice. 

I  mud  own  that  1  was  concerned 
at  the  fearful  fituation  of  a  man, 
who  had  never  been  guilty  of  any 
actual  violence  towards  u>,  and 
vvhofe  greateft  trefpafs  was  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  prelents,  on  his  affurances 
of  proteftion,  when  he  permitted 
our  being  plundered  by  our  in- 
hofpitable  hod  and  his  adherents. 
Thefe,  however,  were  crimes  of 
the  deeped  dye,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
good  old  fhaik.  When  we  directed 
Ibrahim  to  plead  for  the  inofienfive 
conduct  of  the  vizier  towards  us, 
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he  would  not  hear  of  any  apology 
for  a  villain,  who  had  fo  little  the 
honour  of  his  country  at  heart,  as 
to  injure  its  character  by  winking 
at  the  mal-treatment  of  drangers. 

He  could  the  lefs  overlook  it  in  a 
fervant  of  his  own,  and  added, 
that  it  was  at  our  indance  only,  he 
would  remit  the  punifhment  due  to 
his  enormity.  The  mortification 
neverthelefs  was  referved  for  the  / 
vizier,  that  he  fhould  be  brought 
before  us,  difarrayed  of  his  gay 
apparel,  his  hands  bound  behind 
him,  and  a  chain  fadened  about 
his  neck.  In  this  miferable  plight, 
he  was  told  of  the  obligation  he 
was  under  to  our  generous  appli¬ 
cation  ;  and  led  home  by  a  guard, 
to  produce  his  ill  gotten  acqui- 
fition,  as  his  oniy  hope  of  fafety. 

We  obferved  a  general  murmur 
among  the  grandees,  at  the  com¬ 
pliment  which  was  paid  us  on  this 
occafion.  The  difgrace  of  one  of 
their  body  excited  no  friendly  fen- 
timents  towards  us;  and  not  a  few 
menacing  looks  were  thrown  upon 
us  from  the  circle.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  fhaik  harangued  them 
in  a  fenfibie  and  pathetic  fpeech, 
on  the  honour  of  their  nation. 

He  cad  the  mod  jud  and  fevere 
reproaches  on  the  charadler  of  the 
abfent  minider,  and  warned  them 
in  future,  againd  fuch  inhuman 
practices  towards  Chridians  and 
ftrangers.  He  then  turned  to  iis 
with  the  kinded  afpedt,  and  re- 
affured  us  of  his  prote&ion.  He 
attributed  the  commiffion  of  the 
cffience  to  the  negledl  of  the  ha¬ 
keem  of  Ghinnah,  who  had  Num¬ 
bered  like  an  unwary  ceminel  on 
his  duty.  For  this  he  had  been 
difeharged  from  his  office,  and  a 
Have  of  his  own  been  fent  t q  take 
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care  of  us  until  his  arrival.  All 
that  was  now  wanting  to  complete 
our  fatisfadUon,  was  the  recovery 
of  our  Ioffes,  which  he  would  fee 
effedled;  and  our  journey  to  Cairo, 
which  he  fwore  fhould  be  accom- 
plifhed  without  any  injury  being 
offered  to  an  hair  of  our  heads. 

Our  ignorance  of  the  Arabian 
language  obliged  us  to  have  re- 
cou  rfe  to  our  interpreter,  for  an 
acknowledgment  of  thefe  favours. 
But,  at  the  fame  time,  it  faved  us 
the  confufion  of  appearing  at  a  lofs 
for  a  fuitable  reply.  We  fheltered 
eurfelves  under  this  fortunate  cir- 
cum  fiance,  which,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  left  our  patron  to  conceive  a 
gratitude,  which  words  would  have 
but  poorly  expreffed. 

A  meffenger  now  arrived  with 
two  fhauls  and  my  chreefe,  from 
the  vizier.  The  other  fhaul,  he 
laid,  he  had  parted  with  ;  and  the 
piitols  he  had  given  to  Ally.  Once 
more,  therefore,  was  the  wretched 
Ally  produced  before  the  court; 
and  on  denying  the  receipt  of  them, 
the  baftinado  was  again  inflicted 
on  him.  Befides  the  articles  which 
had  been  reflored,  there  were  hill 
a  filver  urn,  a  pair  of  gold  knee- 
buckles,  and  a  quantity  of  valuable 
linen  to  be  accounted  for.  Not 
to  fpeak  of  the  money  which  they 
obtained  from  us,  under  various 
pretences.  But  thefe  were  faid  to 
have  fallen  to  Mahomet’s  fh'are  in 
the  divifion  ;  and  his  robbery  and 
death  were  made  a  plea  of  by  the 
family,  to  fatisfy  us  for  our  lofs. 
The  fhaik  would  not  hear  of  this 
apology,  which  he  termed  fa  IT 
and  evafive.  And  fooner  than  we 
fhould  fuffer  by  that  family,  he 
declared,  that  he  would  fir  ft  order 
fcheir  fub  fiance  to  be  di  loo  fed  of, 
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and  if  that  would  not  repay  us  for 
our  Ioffes,  Ally  and  the  reft  of 
them  fhould  be  fold  as  flaves,  to 
make  up  the  fum.  It  was  now 
time  for  us  to  interfere.  The 
matter  was  exceeding  the  bounds 
to  which  we  meant  to  pufb  it ; 
and  policy,  as  well  as  humanity, 
prompted  us  to  drop  it.  Cur 
principal  aim  was  to  get  from 
Ghinnah,  under  a  proper  pro¬ 
tection.  Our  perfecutors  had  been 
chaftifed,  and  it  was  preferable  for 
us  to  put  up  with  fome  inconve¬ 
nience,  rather  than  run  the  rifk  of 
being  detained  here,  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  full  redrefs.  On  this  ac¬ 
count  we  liftened  to  the  mediation 
of  the  hakeem,  and  fome  of  the 
courtiers,  who  befeeched  us  to 
withdraw  our  claim  to  all  but 
eighty  dollars  of  the  remaining 
debt,  which  Ally  might  raife  from 
the  camels  he  poffeffed.  Our  ac- 
quiefcence  in  this  propofal  gained 
us  credit  with  all  prefent,  and  drew 
a  particular  compliment  from  the 
worthy  fhaik  ;  who  protefted,  that 
he  could  not  but  admire  our  gene- 
roftty,  though  it  was  exercifed  at 
the  expence  of  their  national  cha- 
radler.  The  reader,  perhaps,  may 
agree  with  us,  that  we  ought  not 
to  have  fubfcribed  to  this  infi- 
nuation,  as  fuch  a  man  as  was  then 
before  us,  was  enough  to  redeem 
his  nation  from  obloquy. 

The  court  now  broke  up,  and 
we  were  difmifted,  not  a  little 
pleafed  with  this  mode  of  admi- 
niftering  juftice.  1  he  punifhrnent 
inflifted  upon  robbers  in  other 
countries,  fuppreffes  the  growth  of 
them  in  the  general  opinion.  But 
when  we  reflect  on  the  frequent 
robberies  that  are  committed  in  ooi 
own,  it  Terns  doubtful,  whethei 
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the  feverity  of  the  fentence  anfwers 
the  expected  end.  As  a  fmall 
token  of  our  refpedt,  on  our  return 
home,  we  made  up  fuch  a  prefent 
as  we  judged  would  be  mod;  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  a  man  of  his  turn  of 
mind,  and  fent  it  to  the  ftiaik  by 
Ibrahim.  It  confided  of  a  couple 
of  fine  ihauls,  an  Indian  carpet, 
and  a  palampore,  and  an  handfome 
fabre  and  cafe  of  piftols.  The 
fabre  and  piftols,  though  articles 
of  the  greateft  value,  he  returned, 
and  fent  us  many  thanks  for  our 
remembrance  of  him  in  the  reft, 
which  he  faid  he  would  keep  for 
our  fake.  He  alfo  told  Ibrahim, 
that  he  had  directed  a  merchant  to 
furnifh  us  with  camels  for  our 
journey,  as  the  river  was  too  pe¬ 
rilous  for  us  to  venture  on.” 

The  reader  will  undoubtedly  be 
forry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  this 
good  old  man.  Egypt  was  then 
in  a  ftate  of  convulfion,  and  in 
one  of  their  revolutions  his  head 
was  taken  off.  But  fuch  events 
are  matters  of  courfe  in  Africa  and 
Afia.  x 

The  <?ood  old  fhaik  above- 
mentioned,  and  who  from  cir- 
cumftances  is  fuppofed  to  be  the 
fame  fo  favourably  fpoken  of  by 
Dr.  Pococke,  in  his  Travels,  de¬ 
livered  Mr.  Irwin  and  his  feilow- 
fufferers  to  the  care  of  Haa'gee 
Uttalah,  the  mafter  of  his  camels; 
with  a  charge  to  convey  them  and 
their  baggage  lafeiy  to  Cairo  : 
adding,  that,  fhould  the  leaft 
complaint  be  made  againft  his 
conduct,  he  fhould  anfwer  it  with 
his  head  ;  and  he  was  ordered  not 
to  return  without  a-  letter  under 
their  hands  and  feals,  to  advife 
the  fhaik  of  their  fafety.  To  fecure 
his  fidelity  beyond  the  reach  of 
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temptation,  the  fhaik  alfo  airedled, 
that  the  family  of  Hadgee  Uttalah. 
fhould  be  placed  under  a  guard,  as 
the  fureft  hoftage  for  his  integrity. 

On  September  4,  at  ti  o’clock 
at  night,  as  the  moft  private  hour, 
the  Englifn  travellers  left  Ghinnah, 
where,  notwithftanding  the  redrefs 
they  had  received,  they  found  their 
baggage  reduced  to  one  half  of  the 
bulk  they  brought  into  the  town. 
Their  journey  lay  through  the  de- 
fert  of  Thebais,  with  eighteen 
camels  for  the  accommodation  of 
them,  their  baggage,  attendants, 
and  guard.  On  the  third  day  of 
their  journey  in  this  defert,  they 
met  with  an  adventure  fufftciently 
alarming,  which  we  fhall  give  in 
the  author’s  own  words,  firft  pre- 
mifing  that  they  had  halted  to 
dine. 

“  At  half  paft  three  o’clock  we 
were  mounted  again,  and  going; 
through  the  fame  valley,  in  about 
an  hour,  reached  the  bottom  of 
another  fteep  mountain.  We  were 
obliged  to  lead  oer  camels  up,  and 
in  about  half  an  hour  gained  the 
fummit,  where  we  fodnd  a  plain 
near  two  miles  in  length,  over 
which  we  rode.  At  fix  o’clock, 
we  came  to  the  extremity  of  the 
mountain,  when  our  advanced 
guard  alarmed  us  with  the  news  of 
a  party  of  camels  being  in  the 
vale.  As  it  was  a  fufpicious  place 
to  encounter  any  of  our  own  fpecies, 
we  all  took  to  our  arms,  and  af- 
fembied  on  the  defcent,  which  was 
fo  craggy,  and  fo  perpendicular, 
that,  fmall  as  our  numbers  were, 
we  were  enabled  bv  our  fituation 
to  have  coped  with  a  multitude  of 
enemies.  The  ftrangers  had  ob- 
ferved  our  motions,  and  drew  up 
in  a  body  below  to  wait  the  refult. 
E  a  W« 
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We  counted  no  Iefs  than  thirty 
camels,  andr  deduced  therefrom, 
that  we  (hould  have  two  to  one 
againft  us,  in  cafe  of  hoftilities. 
To  gain  intelligence,  however,  of 
the  difpofition  of  the  ftrangers, 
Hadgee  Uttalah  himfeif  defcended 
into  the  valley.  He  ventured  him¬ 
feif  unarmed,  as  a  token  of  peace; 
and  we  were  not  a  little  impatient 
to  behold  the  interview  which  was 
about  to  take  place.  We  were 
deeply  interefted  in  its  event ;  and, 
circum danced  as  we  were  it  is  not 
furprifing  that  we  fhou’d  doubt  of 
its  fuccefs.  But  we  were  happily 
deceived  in  cur  ideas.  No  fooner 
had  Hadgee  Uttalah  approached 
she  new  party,  than  he  was  recog¬ 
nized  by  one  among  them,  who 
ran  with  open  arms  to  receive  him. 
He  was  prefently  encom  palled  by 
the  reft ;  and  we  could  difcern  that 
he  was  ferved  with  coffee  and 
bread.  This  ftaggered  us  in  our 
opinion  of  thefe  people's  profeflion  ; 
and  we  began  to  conceive  that  they 
might  be  travellers  like  ourfelves, 
who,  in  thefe  critical  times,  had 
explored  the  defert,  in  preference 
to  the  river.  And  we  were  now 
confirmed  in  this  conceit  by  the 
iigns  which  Hadgee  made  to  us  to 
defcend.  Thefe  iigns  were  inter¬ 
preted  to  us  by  our  Arabs,  who 
told  us  there  was  nothing  to  fear. 
We  obeyed,  therefore,  and  went 
down  the  hill  in  as  good  order  as 
the  path  would  admit  of.  We 
were  met  at  the  foot  of  it  by  Had¬ 
gee,  who  conveyed  us  and  our  bag¬ 
gage  to  a  fpot  at  fome  dift&nee 
from  the  ftrangers,  and  then  re¬ 
turned  to  them.  Many  were  the 
embraces  and  congratulations  that 
were  exchanged  between  the  Arabs 
©a  both  fides.  The  firft  thing  we 
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learned  was,  that  water  is  to  be 
procured  in  this  valley,  which  has 
induced  our  gentry  to  halt  here  and 
replenifh  our  fkins.  We  arrived 
here  at  half  paft  fix  o’clock,  fo  that 
our  laft  ftage  was  three  hours,  or 
feven  miles. 

While  Hadgee  Uttalah  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  an  earned  converfation 
with  the  leader  of  the  other  party, 
ibrahim  and  Abdul  Kuffar  came 
to  us  with  looks  of  furprize,  and 
informed  us,  that  they  had  dif- 
covered  the  ftrangers  to  be  what  we 
at  firft  apprehended— a  band  of 
robbers,  T  hat  they  had  overheard 
one  of  them  boaft,  that  this  band 
took  the  forty  camels  near  Cofire 
during  our  ftay  in  that  town — an 
anecdote  which  I  before  mentioned 
—and  that,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Nile,  they  had  plundered  a  caravan 
but  a  few  days  ago,  with  the  fpoils 
of  which  they  were  now  returning 
to  their  own  country!  It  may  be 
imagined  that  we  were  not  a  little 
ftartled  at  this  intelligence.  The 
novelty  of  the  circumltance  did  not 
diminifh  its  unpleafantnefs  ;  and 
our  fitaation  was  as  alarming  as 
uncommon  :  but  our  minds  were 
prefently  relieved  by  the  affurances 
of  Hadgee  Uttalah,  who  now 
joined  us.  He  made  no  fcrupie 
to  acquaint  us  with  the  pro- 
fefiicri  of  the  robbers ;  but  added, 
that  they  had  as  much  regard 
for  their  word  as  other  people. 
They  happily  knew  him,  which 
was  indeed,  the  having  of  an 
effufion  of  blood.  For,  on  the 
fcore  of  friend  fhip,  they  had 
pledged  their  word  to  him,  that 
they  would  not  meditate  the  Jeaft 
wrong  againft  us.  We  might  truli 
them  implicit/,  for  the  wild  Arabs 
had  never  been  known  to  break 
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their  faith  on  fuch  occafions.  After 
this  prelude,  we  were  the  lefs  fur- 
prized  at  a  propoiition  which  they 
had  made  him,  to  accompany  us 
to  Cairo.  Hadgee  himfelf  recom¬ 
mended  us  to  accept  of  it.  Our 
intereft,  he  laid,  was  every  way 
concerned  in  it.  i  hey  would 
ferve  us  both  as  guides  and  pro¬ 
testors,  in  this  unfrequented  warte; 
and  where  they  once  adopted  a 
caufe,  it  was  their  character  to 
promote  it  at  the  expence  of  their 
blood.  Had  we  diftru'ied  this  pa¬ 
negyric,  it  was  not  for  us  to  difienc 
againit  the  opinion  of  our  con¬ 
ductor,  who  was  actually  the  mailer 
of  our  perlbns  and  effeCts.  The 
pledges  he  has  left  at  Ghinnah 
will  prevent  his  rifking  his  charge 
wantonly,  and  on  this  we  rely  at 
this  junClure.  We  have  fallen 
into  precious  company  !  And  it 
behoves  us  to  be  on  our  guard 
as  much  as  pofiible.  Never  did 
heroes  in  romance  plunge  into 
greater  perplexities  ;  and  were  not 
this  narrative  welj  attefied,  it 
might  feem  here  to  breathe  the  air 
of  fiction.  But  the  good  genius 
which  prefided  over  every  adven¬ 
ture  we  have  atchieved,  will,  we 
truft,  conduCt  us  fafely  through  the 
prefent. 

At  feven  o’clock  the  camels 
belonging  to  the  robbers  went  on 
for  water,  and  left  their  captain 
and  a  guard  only  with  their  bag¬ 
gage.  This  was  a  proof  of  con¬ 
fidence  ;  but  we  betook  ourfelves 
to  bed,  with  our  arms  by  us  as 
ufual,  and  got  as  much  fleep  as 
the  cold  would  admit  of.  I  was 
fo  unfortunate  as  to  be  ftripped  of 
my  night-cloak  at  Ghinnah,  and 
have  no  defence  but  a  chintz  co¬ 
verlid  againty  the  fharpnefs  of  the 


wind,  which  is  due  north,  and  as 
cutting  as  I  ever  felt  it  out  of 
Europe. 

The  captain  of  the  gang  (fays 
Mr.  Irwin)  was  introduced  to  us 
by  Hadgee  Uttniah  at  breakfajt, 
and  took  a  cup  of  coffee  with  us. 
He  is  a  bold,  aughm v  villain,  of 
a  middle  fize,  but  large  limbed; 
and  would  be  well  featured,  were 
not  his  mouth  disfigured  by  a  deep 
fear,  which  contracts  his  upper  lips 
and  betrays  the  lofs  of  leverai  ot 
his  fore  teeth  ;  the  effeCts  we  fup- 
pofe  of  one  of  his  rencounters  1 
There  is  a  freedom  in  his  be¬ 
haviour,  which  gains  him  our 
confidence.  Far  from  being 
afhamed  of  his  way  of  life,  he 
talks  of  his  late  exploits,  and 
produced  two  pair  of  Morocco  Hi  pa¬ 
pers,  a  Turkifh  veil,  and  other  ar¬ 
ticles  of  drefs,  for  fale,  Thefe  we 
readily  purchafed,  to  conciliate  his 
good  opinion  ;  and  neceflity  mult 
excufe  our  receiving  ltoien  goods, 
knowing  them  to  be  ftolen.  Abdul 
Ruffar  bought  an  Alcoran,  and 
other  religious  books.,  the  plunder 
perhaps  of  fome  poor  prieft ;  and 
Ibrahim  a  French  horfe  -  pifiol, 
which  will  be  of  more  (hew  than 
ufe  to  him.  Thefe  things  we 
have  procured  for  at  leaft  a  third 
of  their  value  ;  and  Hadgee  Ut- 
talah  has  fatisfied  the  robber,  for 
which  we  are  to  account  vyith  the 
former  at  Cairo.  We  had  been 
careful  to  infill  into  our  own. 
people  the  belief  of  our  being 
aeftitute  of  money  ;  or  God  knows 
what  mifehief  the  difeovery  of 
our  real  treafqr^s  might  produce 
againft  us. 

In  truth,  the  confcience  of  this 
robber  is  no  lefs  wonderful  than 
his  manners.  He  is  ealy  of  ac«* 
F  3  cefs* 
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cefs,  and  yet  carries  a  proper  com¬ 
mand  over  his  party  ;  and  by  his 
own  example  teaches  them  to  be 
civil,  and  even  obliging  to  us. 
We  would  willingly  make  him  a 
fui table  acknowledgment  for  this 
behaviour,  but  do  not  think  it  fafe 
to  produce  money,  or  to  depart  in 
the  leaft  from  our  profeflions  of  po  • 
verty.  It  was  with  the  greatell 
pleafure  imaginable,  that  I  could 
oblige  him  in  a  trifling  point :  with 
a  couple  of  razors,  which  he  faw  in 
jny  fervant’s  hands,  and  expreffed  ’ 
a  defire  for.** 

After  a  fortnight’s  travelling 
through  this  dreary  wafte,  under 
the  guidance  and  protection  of  a 
band  of  Arabian  robbers,  a  little 
before  their  arrival  at  the  banks  of 
the  Nile,  the  robbers  left  them  ab¬ 
ruptly,  taking  a  French  leave ;  and 
Hadgee  Uttalah  iniinuated  that 
the  captain  took  this  method  of 
ihewine  his  difmtereflednefs,  and 

O  ¥ 

to  fave  the  travellers  the  pain  of 
difmi  fling  him  without  a  prefent. 
Indeed,  as  Mr.  Irwin  obferves,  the 
whole  behaviour  of  thefe  robbers 
was  fo  extraordinary,  and  the  ad¬ 
venture  of  fo  novel  a  call,  that  the 
reader  would  hardly  excufe  his 
parting  with  them,  without  parti¬ 
cular  notice. 

Mr.  Irwin’s  arrival  at  Grand 
Cairo  put  an  end  to  the  troubles 
and  anxiety  of  him  and  his  com¬ 
panions,  as  they  then  came  to  a 
commercial  port,  where  the  tran- 
fadtions  ol  mankind,  even  of  Eaf- 
terns,  were  conducted  upon  more 
liberal  principles  than  in  the  in¬ 
terior  parts  of  the  country. 


Narrative  of  the  Sufferings  of  Mr, 
de  St.  Germain,  and  his  Compa¬ 
nions  ,  in  the  Deferts  of  Egypt. 

1%  /jf  de  St..  Germain,  and  his 
JVjl  ©  brother  M.  de  Chilly, 
were,  the  one  commandant  at 
Daka,  and  the  other  at  Caffimba- 
zar,  two  very  important  factories 
at  Bengal,  when  they  were  taken 
prifoners  of  war  by  the  Englilh. 
Having  obtained  leave  on  their  pa~ 
role  of  honour  to  return  to  France, 
and  finding  no  ihip  to  bring  them 
to  Europe  when  they  doubled  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  they  fet  out 
in  a  Danilh  velfel  for  Suez  in  the 
Fled  Tea,  in  hopes  of  crofling  over, 
with  eafe,  the  Ifthmus  that  fepa- 
rates  that  fea  from  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean,  and  then  embarking  at 
Alexandria  for  Marfeilles.  After 
a  perilous  navigation  they  arrived 
at  Suez  the  24th  of  May  1779, 
with  feveral  French  and  Englilh 
that  were  pafifengers  in  the  fame 
Ihip.  They  were  no  fooner  land-, 
ed,  than  the  Danilh  captain  wrote 
to  the  French  merchants  at  Cairo, 
to  procure  a  caravan,  that  is,  the 
camels  necelTary  to  carry  the  mer¬ 
chandize  of  the  vefTel,  which  was 
eftimated  at  feveral  millions. 
Egypt  is  governed,  or  rather  op- 
preffed,  by  16  Beys  or  Lords. 
The  Porte  preferves  there  nothing 
but  a  Ihadovv  of  authority,  that 
refides  in  the  hands  of  a  Bafhaw, 
whom  the  Beys  keep,  as  a  kind 
of  prifoner,  in  the  cailie  of  Cairo. 
In  the  abfence  of  Murat  Bey,  the 
moll  powerful  of  thefe  16  tyrants, 
who  was  gone  to  fight  Hallem 
Bey,  one  cf  his  brethren,  appli¬ 
cation  was  made  to  Ibrahim  Bey; 
he  promifed  the  mod  flriking  pro¬ 
tection,  and  even  offered  his  own 
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people  and  camels  to  carry  the 
goods.  This  propofal  was  accept¬ 
ed  without  hefitation  :  but  unhap¬ 
pily  the  wealth  of  the  caravan, 
which  his  avidity  prompted  him 
Jflil  1  to  exaggerate,  made  him  wifh 
to  carry  it  off ;  and  he  concerted 
for  that  purpofe  with  the  Arabs  of 
Tort  (famous  for  their  ferocity  and 
plundering)  the  blacked  and  mod 
cowardly  of  all  perfidies.  The 
camels  filed  off  from  Suez  the  i  5th 
of  June.  The  travellers  fetout  at 
fix  o’clock  in  the  evening ;  the 
night  pafled  without  accident;  but 
at  break  of  day,  in  the  middle  of 
a  defile,  formed  by  two  chains  of 
hills,  the  caravan  was  befet  by 
about  1200  Arabs:  they  fird  made 
three  difcharges  of  their  mufquetry, 
and  then  fell  fabre  in  hand  on  the 
ten  Europeans  that  cotnpofed  the 
caravan,  who  being  difperfed  were 
hacked,  taken,  and  dripped  even 
of  their  fhirts,  and  driven  naked 
into  the  defert.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  real  conductors  of  the 
camels,  on  the  fird  (hot  being  fired, 
which  was  undoubtedly  the  fignal 
agreed  on,  turned  the  camels  a» 
bout,  and  drove  them  into  the  town 
of  Tort,  belonging  to  the  Arabs, 
after  having  paffed  four  days  under 
the  walls  of  Suez. 

The  Europeans,  maimed,  drip¬ 
ped,  and  dill  purfued  by  the  ban¬ 
ditti,  divided  themlelves  by  chance 
into  two  parties.  One  took  the 
road  to  Suez,  which  was  but 
eight  leagues  off,  and  the  other, 
confiding  of  the  perfons  who  had 
inarched  foremofi,  and  could  not 
make  their  way  through  the  body 
of  the  Arabs,  to  gain  Suez,  ran  to¬ 
wards  Cairo,  which  was  twenty-two 
leagues  off ;  but,  in  order  to  elcape 
the  ferocity  of  the  Arabs,  were 
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obliged  to  take  by-roads,  which 
increafed  prodigioufly  the  difiance. 
Unfortunately  Mefl'rs.  de  St.  Ger¬ 
main,  and  de  Chilly,  were  in  that 
troop;  it  confided,  with  them,  of 
a  black,  who  belonged  to  them  ; 
of  Mefl'rs.  Barrington  and  Jen¬ 
kins,  Englifhmen  ;  of  Mr.  Ven- 
delwelden.  Captain  of  the  Danidi 
fnip  ;  of  an  Armenian,  named 
Paul,  who  was  interpreter  to  the 
fhip  ;  and  two  Mendicant  Arabs; 
in  all  nine  perfons. 

Jt  is  impodible  to  defcribe  the 
dreadful  torments  and  mortal  an- 
guifh  that  overpowered  eight  of 
thefe  unhappy  fugitives,  and  which 
M.  de  St.  Germain  could  not  have 
efcaped  without  a  miracle. 

There  is  not  a  more  burning 
climate  on  the  face  of  the  globe, 
than  the  deferts  of  Egypt:  the 
wind  that  blows  there  is  a  confum- 
ing  fire  ;  there  no  rain  ever  falls : 
there  is  not  a  drop  of  water  to  be 
got,  nor  does  a  fhrub  grow  within, 
a  fpace  of  thirty  leagues  ;  and  the 
fand,  almoft  turned  red  by  the 
fcorching  heat  of  the  fun,  is  com- 
pofed  of  little  angular  pebbles  that 
tear  the  fkin,  and  enter  it  like  glafs : 
by  a  ftrange  contrail,  the  nights, 
in  that  frightful  climate,  are  aU 
moll  as  cold  as  the  days  are  hot  ; 
and  when  a  man  efcapes  the  fuf- 
focati.ng  vapours  of  the  day,  it  is 
almoil  impoffible  to  withlland, 
without  cloathing,  the  freezing  air 
of  the  night.  * 

It  was  in  this  murdering  defert, 
that  M.  de  St.  Germain,  with  his 
unfortunate  companions,  had  to 
itruggle  again!!  all  the  horrors  of 
death  during  three  days  and  four 
nights,  without  eating  or  drink¬ 
ing,  parched  with  a  ccnfuming 
thirl!,  fcorched  by  the  fun,  ex- 
E  4  pc  fed 
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pofed  naked,  Hark  naked,  to 
clouds  of  infedls  and  the  tor¬ 

ment  of  which  is  more  cruel  than 
can  be  imagined  ;  falling  down 
twenty  times  in  an  hour  with  fa¬ 
tigue,  and  riling,  again  by  the  ex- 
cefs  of  pain  occahoned  by  the  peb¬ 
bles  tearing  every  part  of  their 
body;  walking  oftentimes  on 
their  hands,  and  at  JaH  covered 
with  an  univerfal  ulcer.  But  the 
greated  of  his  misfortunes,  the 
«ioft  cruel  of  all  his  torments, 
which  made  him  twenty  times 
over  to  wiih  for  the  death  he  was 
jftruggling  againft,  was  to  have 
beheld  the  fuccefiive  exit  of  all 
his  companions.  Mr.  Barrington 
^vas  the  hdl  viflim  that  fell  ; 
Meflrs.  Jenkins  and  Vendeiwelden 
followed  next;  the  black,  the  Ar¬ 
menian  interpreter,  and  one  of  the 
Merrdicant  Arabs,  although  robuH 
and  inured  to  the  rigour  of  the 
climate,  perilhed  like  the  reft. 
But  the  moll  terrible  of  all  fights 
for  M.  de  St.  Germain,  that 
which  afeelihg  heart  can  wot  figure 
to  itfelf  without  being  feized  with 
horror,  was  to  fee  his  brother  over¬ 
whelmed  with  fatigue,  heat  and 
thiril,  with  twenty-two  wounds  of 
a  (abre,  conjuring  him  to  abandon 
Jiim,  apd  provide  for  his  own  fafe- 
I y  ;  and  to  be  reduced  to  the  al¬ 
ternative  of  feeing  him  perifh  be¬ 
fore  his  eygs,  or  leave  him  in  the 
defert,  in  order  to  employ  the 
poor  remains  of  flrength  he  had 
left,  to  picture  him  feme  afii  fi¬ 
ance.  He  chofe  the  latter.  1  he 
excefs  of  their  fufferings  made 
them  hope  they  vyere  drawing  near 
the  end  of  their  jniierks.  His 
Hrength  redoubled  at  the  fight  of 
Bis  brother’s  danger,  but  all  his 
care  proved  frpitlefs.  They  were 


Hill  at  too  great  a  diftance  from 
Cairo  5  and  the  Bey’s  people, 
whom  he  had  engaged  to  run  to 
the  defert  in  quefl  of  his  u.o fortu¬ 
nate  brother,  and  the  black  that 
accompanied  him,  could  not  dis¬ 
cover  either  of  them  ;  they  found 
only  the  bodies  of  the  other  Euro¬ 
peans  ;  and  M.  de  Chilly  either 
fell  a  vi&im  to  the  many  torments 
he  endured,  or  he  was  dragged  away 
into  flavery,  if  he  has  been  fo  for¬ 
tunate  as  to  have  his  life  laved  by 
any  of  the  Arabs. 

*  M.  de  St.  Germain,  having 
thus  feen  all  his  companions  fall, 
reduced  to  fkin  and  bone,  having 
drank  his  urine,  his  lips  and 
tongue  dried  to  his  mouth,  his 
light  dim,  his  hearing  gone,  no 
longer  able  to  fpeak,  and  feised 
at  frequent  intervals  with  a  violent 
fever  and  the  delirium  of  death, 
having  had  feveral  fits  of  a  kind 
of  apoplexy  and  lethargy,  at  laH 
arrived,  by  a  fpecies  of  miracle, 
naked,  alone,  and  in  a  dying 
condition,  at  the  country-houle  of 
the  Bey.  The  affiitance  he  re¬ 
ceived  there  Hopt  the  progrefs  of 
the  diforder :  afterwards  he  was 
carried  to  Cairo,  to  the  quarter 
of  the  Franks,  where  he  owed 
his  life  to  the  fkill  of  M,  Grade, 
a  French  phyHcian,  and  to  the 
praife- worthy  care  of  Meifrs.  Ma- 
gallon  and  Olive,  merchants  cf 
Marfeilles,  who  took  him  into  their 
houfe. 

4  The  French  were  not  the  only 
perfons  that  gave  him  tokens  of 
the  part  they  took  in  his  misfor¬ 
tunes.  Several  Englilhmen  that 
failed  with  him  from  Bengal  to 
Suez,  particularly  Mr.  Rofs,  who 
commanded  the  Englifh  fadlory  at 
Daka,  whilH  himfelf  was  at  the 
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^ead  of  the  French  factory,  gave 
him  the  moft  feeling  proofs  of 
their  fenfibility.  It  was  with  the 
greaceit  difficulty  that  he  declined 
accepting  the  offers  of  every  kind 
that  were  made  him,  chufing  ra¬ 
ther  to  give  the  preference  to  the 
French  merchants  at  Cairo, 

*  M.  de  St.  Germain,  being 
happily  recovered,  tried  every 
means,  but  in  vain,  to  obtain  re- 
ditution  of  about  300,000  livres 
in  effects  and  merchandize  that  be¬ 
longed  to  him  in  the  caravan  ; 
but  in  abandoning  his  fortune  he 
mud  Comfort  himfelf  with  the 
thoughts,  that  he  had  the  happi- 
nefs  to  efcape,  all  at  once,  every 
poffible  kind  of  death,  hunger, 
third,  fuffocating  heat  by  day, 
mortal  cold  by  night,  exceffive  fa¬ 
tigue,  the  dellrudtive  ding  of  the 
infe&s,  the  lire  and  fword  of  the 
Arabs,  the  grief  of  feeing  his  com¬ 
panions  periffi,  and  his  inability 
to  fuccour  his  brother  ;  and,  final¬ 
ly,  a  long  and  dangerous  illnefs, 
the  confequences  of  fuch  horrors 
and  miferies  ! 

‘  i  he  hidory  of  this  dreadful 
event,  worthy  in  every  refped:  to 
be  laid  before  the  public,  in  ex¬ 
hibiting  a  pi&ure  of  the  greated 
dangers  that  any  traveller  ever 
encountered,  proves  that  in  at¬ 
tempting  the  paffages  of  the  Idh- 
mus  of  Suez,  one  mud  be  aware, 
bo  h  of  the  ferocity  of  the  Ara*bs, 
and  the  perfidy  of  the  Beys  that 
tyrannize  over  Egypt.’ 


Of  the  Religion  of  the  Kalmucs 
Mongouis.  From  the  Account  of 
the  Nations  of  the  Ruffian  Em¬ 
pire. 

ORMERLY  both  the  Kal- 
mucs  and  Mongouis  profef- 
fed  the  religion  of  the  Schamans. 
This  they  afterwards  changed  for 
that  of  Tibet  and  Tungut,  or  the 
religion  of  Dalai  Lama. 

In  the  interior  regions  of  the 
ead,  three  religions  prevail ;  which 
mud  be  carefully  didinguifhed  from 
each  other.  Thefe  are  the  Scha- 
mane,  the  Brahmine,  and  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  Lama.  That  of  the 
Schamans  is  the  olded  religion  in 
India  of  wliich  we  have  any  ac¬ 
count  It  is  mentioned  by  Stra¬ 
bo,  Clemens  Alexandrinus,  and 
Porphyry.  The  fird  of  whom 
calls  them  Germanians ,  the  fecond 
Sarmanians ,  and  the  third  Sama- 
mans.  Its  followers  cultivated  phi- 
lofophy  ;  and  the  Brahmans  them- 
felves  confefs  that  they  are  in¬ 
debted  to  them  f  r  their  fcience  5 
and  they  read  the  writings  of 
thefe  Schamans  jud  as  we  read 
the  Greek  and  Latin  authors. 
Yet  the  Brahmans  perfecuted 
their  preceptors,  and  dopped  not 
till  they  had  forced  them  to  fly. 
lnfomuch  that  for  fix  hundred 
years  pad  we  no  longer  find  any 
traces  of  them  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  river  Ganges*. 

All  the  religions  that  continue 
to  prevail  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Ganges,  Teem  derived  from  tfte 
Schamane.  Even  the  religion  of 
Lama  is  nothing  more  than  a  re¬ 
formed  Schamanifm.  The  old 
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Schamans  had  nothing  certainly 
fixed  as  to  the  origin  of  their 
gods,  or  the  time,  quality,  or 
perfons  of  the  fucceftion.  Among 
the  Lamaites  one  god  fucceeds  to 
another,  in  an  uninterrupted  fo¬ 
rks,  in  the  perfon  of  their  Lama. 

The  religion  of  the  ancient 
Mongouls  fprang  likewife  from 
that  of  the  Schamans.  But  thefe 
Barbarians  being  deftitute  of  all 
writing,  this  religion  could  only 
be  propagated  by  oral  tradition. 
As  for  the  Burats,  Jakutes,  and 
the  heathen  Tartars,  their  reli¬ 
gion  refembles  that  of  the  an¬ 
cient  Mongouls;  but  it  is  with¬ 
out  any  coherence,  and  fo  muck 
fated,  that  it  would  be  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  collefl  from  its  fragments 
any  fort  of  fy  Hem  of  the  old  Scha- 
mans. 

We  are  able  to  trace  the  name 
of  the  god  of  the  ancient  Scha¬ 
mans,  indeed,  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion  of  the  chief  goddefs  of  the 
Siamefe  and  Peguans,  which  is 
Summon  a  Kodom 

The  Mongouls  call  this  god 
Scbigimunzy  and  the  Kalmucs  Scha- 
kamuniy  or  Schak-Schimcna ,  which 
la  ft  denomination  muft  be  our 
guide  in  obtaining  our  knowledge 
of  this  deity,  who  can  be  no 
other  than  the  well-known  Sc  ha  a 
©r  Schekia,  who  was  born  10  \j 
years  before  the  time  of  our  blef- 
fed  Saviour,  and  was  called  after 
his  apotheofis  Fo,  Pere  Gaubil, 
in  his  fiiftoire  des  Mongoux,  con- 
feffes  that  he  cannot  difcover 
whence  the  name  Fo  takes  it  ori¬ 
gin.  It  is  true  nothing  certain 
can  be  adduced  about  it.  But  it 


feems  highly  probable,  that  Fo 
is  the  Bod  or  Budda  of  St.  Je¬ 
rome;  for  neither  the  Tibetans, 
nor  Mongouls,  nor  Kalmucs,  have 
an  F  in  their  language.  Mr. 
D’Anoille  obferves  that  Bod  feems 
generally  to  fignify  goddefs ; 
and  Bodtan,  or  Boutan,  a  name 
given  to  the  kingdom  of  Tibet, 
fignifies  God's-land. 

Of  this  name  Budda,  a  great 
many  traces  are  kill  to  be  found 
in  the  countries  of  the  Mongouls 
and  of  India.  This  god  Sommona 
Kodom  is  likewife  called  Pouti - 
Sat,  i,  e.  The  lord  Pouti.  The 
Burats  call  their  priefts  Bo.  Wed- 
nefday  is  termed  in  all  the  lan¬ 
guages  of  India  Budda.  In  the 
Samfkret,  or  holy  language  of  the 
Brahmans,  that  day  is  named 
Budda-eiuaram  :  in  that  of  Ceylon, 
Budda-dina  :  in  that  of  Siam,  Van - 
pout ;  and  in  the  Malabarian  lan¬ 
guage,  Buden-kirumei. 

All  thefe  names  are  the  appel¬ 
latives  of  one  and  the  fame  god. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  kingdom 
of  Leao  have  an  academy,  to 
which  the  priefts  of  Siam  refort 
for  the  acquifttion  of  their  know¬ 
ledge  Thefe  call  their  principal 
god  indifferently  either  Budda , 
Sommona  Kodom ,  or  Schaka.  iu 
Tibet,  this  divinity  has  ftiil  an¬ 
other  name.  La.  Perhaps  th« 
name  of  Lama ,  as  alfo  that  of 
the  kingdom  Leao  itfelf,  are  de¬ 
rived  from  this  denomination  of 
the  deity. 

The  ftgnificauon  of  the  word 
Schaman  is  differently  explained 
by  three  learned  men.  Our  coun¬ 
tryman,  Mr.  Thomas  Hyde,  in- 


*  The  Tartars  called  god  Kutai,  Chutai,  or  Gudai  ;  the  Perlians  Khoda. 
fkmmona  Kodom  ftgniftes  therefore  probably  the  god  of  the  Schamans. 
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terprets  it  ajighing  or  foiling  mart . 
Kaempfer  *  explains  it  by  a  man 
•without  pajfions.  M.  de  la  Lou- 
bere,  an  ingenious  and  very  learn¬ 
ed  man,  who  travelled  to  Siam, 
tells  as,  that  it  fignifies  in  the 
Balian,  or  holy  language  of  the 
Siamefe,  a  man  living  in  the 
f woods  ;  a  hermit. 

The  la.it  of  thefe  interpretations 
may  very  well  be  reconciled  with 
what  Clemens  Alexandrinus  re¬ 
lates  of  his  Sarmanes.  “  They 
te  are  hermits,”  he  fays,  “  and 
live  neither  in  towns  nor 
t(  houfes  :  they  cover  their  body 
**  with  the  bark  of  trees,  and  eat 
i(  nothing  but  wild  fruits.  Their 
“  drink  is  only  water,  which 
t(  they  fcoop  from  the  brook  in 
ee  the  hollow  of  their  hands,  &c.” 
In  the  fame  manner  M.  de  la 
Loubere  very  ingenioully  explains 
the  word  Schaha.  He  derives  it 
from  the  Siamefe  word  ffhau  ka , 
my  lord,  the  ufuai  title  of  the  Ta- 
lapoins  or  priehs  of  Siam.  Scha- 
man  and  Talapoin  mean  the 
fame,  the  former  in  the  Balian, 
and  the  other  in  the  common  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Siamefe. 
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Of  the  Religion  of  Tibet ;  ory  of 
the  Dalai  Lama.  From  the  fame . 

\  T  7E  have  likewife  only  ob- 
V  V  feu  re  and  con  fu  fed  ac¬ 

counts  of  the  religion  of  thefe 
people  ;  and  the  miffionaries  re¬ 
late  ntimberlefs  abfurdities,  both, 
as  to  its  origin  and  its  dogmas. 
The  monk  Rubruquis  feems  to 
have  had  fome  knowledge  of 
themf.  But,  fpeakvng  likewife 
of  the  Nedorian  Chriflians  (who 
have  even  a  bifhop  refident  in  the 
Kittaian  town  SeginJ.),  and  of 
another  fort  of  idolaters  whom  he 
calls  the  Tuinians]),  he  confounds 
the  three  together.  Carpini§,  an¬ 
other  monk,  who  travelled  before 
Rubruquis  to  the  great  herd  of 
the  Tartars,  reprefents  the  I//- 
gures  as  Chriftians  of  the  Nello- 
rian  fedt.  The  Jefuit  Gaubil 
averts  the  fame  thing  i 

All  thefe  writers  unanimoully 
afiert,  that  Chriftianity  was  difle- 
minated  over  Tongert,  China, 
among  tfif*  Mongouls,  and  even  in 
the  family  of  their  khans.  But 
it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  make  thefe 
tekimonies  accord  with  the  pre- 


*  Hiftoire  du  Japon,  tom.  i.  p.  46.  Amd.  1732.  1 6°. 

1  Voyage  du  Rubruquis,  chap.  xxvi. — xxviii. 

-}*  Rubruquis,  chap,  xxviii.  p.  60.  &  chap,  xlvii.  p.  125.  Marco  Paolo  men¬ 
tions  likewife  a  Kitaian  town  Sin-gui  [the  termination gui  is  the  Chinefe  dfchu\y 
and  thaf  a  part  of  the. in  habitants  were  Nefiorian  Chriftians. 

|j  Rubruquis,  chap.  xlv.  alTuies  us  the  Tuinians  were  idolaters.  But,  what 
is  extraordinary,  in  the  very  lame  chapter  he  affirms,  that  the  Tuinians  were 
addidted  to  the  fed!  of  the  Maniclwans.  Tile  Oriental  Chriflians  often  call 
Manes  ALFbenaoui ,  and  his  ithk.  Al  "Thenaouiah  \  which  wool  iignifies  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  two  principles.  See  D'Herbtlot,  Biblioth.  Orient,  art.  h/lani • 
Hence  it  Teems  probable,  that  thefe  Tuinians  are  Manicheans. 

§  Carpini,  Voyage,  art.  v.  p.  40. 

g  Obfervations  Mathematiques,  &c.  publiees  par  le  pere  Souc:et,  tom.  i. 
p.  224.  D’Herbelot,  Biblio.theque  Orientale,  ait.  Igur. — Uigur  is  called,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Chinefe  geography,  Tujrfan, 
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fent  (late  of  thofe  countries.  For  ferve,  that  in  the  remote!!  ages 
we  find  not  the  leaft  trace  of  Chrif-  the  Egyptians  had  no  other  phy- 
tianity  therein,  except  among  fuch  ficians  than  their  priefts,  This 
as  have  been  converted  perhaps  by  cuftom  obtained  Iikewife  among  ft 
the  Jefuits  in  China  in  modern  the  Syrians  and  Hebrews.  Afa 
times.  On  the  contrary,  the  reii-  firft  ufed  the  affiftance  of  proper 
gion  of  Lama  prevails  much  at  phyficians,  and  was  reproved  for 
Tongut,  in  feme  kingdoms  of  it*.  The  fame  cuftom  prevailed 
India*  in  Mongolia,  among  the  in  India  and  over  all  the  Eaft. 
Eluts,  and  alfo  in  China.  The  antient  Tartars  and  Mongouls 

It  feems  therefore  probable,  had  no  other  phyficians  than  their 
that  the  Neftorian  monks  in  for-  priefts.  And  we  find  it  fo  at  pre- 
jner  time  might  have  vifited  thefe  fent  among  all  the  favage  nations 
regions.  But,  in  procefs  of  time,  of  Siberia,  and  even  in  America, 
as  their  priefts  became  more  and  It  feems  very  probable  that  the 
more  ignorant,  as  well  as  remoter  earlier  Chriftians  took  fome  cere- 
from  other  Chriftians,  Chriftiani-  monies  from  the  neighbouring  na- 
ly  became  Iikewife  more  and  tions j  and  perhaps  all  the  rites 
snore  corrupted,  till  at  length  it  and  ceremonies  among  different 
•vanifhed  quite  away,  or  was  ob-  nations,  that  are  very  fimilar  to 
forbed  in  the  religion  of  Lama.  each  other,  came  originally  from 
This  religion  feems  not  to  be  the  religion  of  the  fEgyptiansf . 
of  a  very  antient  date.  It  is  a  Kasmpfer  J  labours  much  to 
mixture  of  the  fuperftition  of  the  make  it  probable,  that  the  founder 
old  Schamans  with  the  Chriftiati  of  the  religion  of  Fo  was  an 
religion.  From  the  Schamans  it  ^Egyptian.  But  he  feems  to  be 
retained  Fo  and  the  metemp-  in  the  wrong:  and  his  conjeflure 
fychofis :  from  Chriftianity  it  pro-  would  have  been  more  probable, 
bably  took  its  ceremonies  and  ha-  if  he  had  put  the  religion  of  the 
bits.  Brahmans  inftead  of  that  of  Fo. 

Several  learned  writers  derive  It  might  furnifti  matter  of  dif- 
the  ceremonial  of  the  religion  of  pute  between  the  Indians  and 
Lama  from  the  Indians,  and  that  Egyptians  which  of  them  were 
from  the  Egyptians :  as  it  is  the  elder  nation.  If  Shuckford’s 
thought  that  the  ceremonies  of  the  conjedlure  could  be  proved  true, 
Egyptians  were  fpread  almoft  that  Mount  Ararat,  on  which  the 
over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  ark  of  Noah  refted,  is  one  of  thofe 
From  ail  which  we  (hall  only  ob-  mountains  which  form  the  nor- 

*  ei  And  Afa,  in  the  thirty  and  ninth  year  of  his  reign,  was  difeafed  in  his 
feet,  until  his  difeafe  was  exceeding  great :  yet  in  his  difeafe  he  fought  not  to 
the  Lord,  but  to  the  phyficians.”  z  Chron.  xvi.  is.. 

t  The  priefts  of  JEgypt  ffiaved  their  head  and  wore  linen  garments*  Mar¬ 
tial,  epigram  xii.  29.  Juvenal,  fat.  vi.  lin .  533. 

Qui  grege  linigero  circumdatus,  et  gregecalvo 
Plangentis  popuii  currit  derifor  Anubis* 

I  Hifloire  du  Japon,  tom.  I.  p.  31.  34.. 
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them  frontier  of  India,  it  would 
be  a  great  argument  in  favour  of 
the  Indians.  Several  writers  en¬ 
deavour  to  prove  likewife,  that 
the  Perfian  magi  received  their 
knowledge  and  their  religion  from 
the  Indians*.  And  indeed  as  the 
Egyptians  and  the  Brahmans  have 
fo  great  a  fimilarity  in  their  man¬ 
ner  of  life,  police,  tenets,  and  re¬ 
ligious  ceremonies,  one  nation  cer¬ 
tainly  tranfcribed  from  the  other. 
But  the  queition  is,  which  nation 
received  them  from  the  other  ? 
Some  arts,  as  well  as  fome  of  the 
do&rines  of  philofophers,  came 
from  India  to  Europe,  as  the  game 
of  chefs,  the  art  of  reckoning 
with  ten  cyphers,  Democritus’s 
do&rine  of  atoms,  the  metemp- 
fycholis,  &c.  which  laft  was  re¬ 
ceived  likewife  by  the  Egyptians. 

Pythagoras  brought  this  doctrine 
from  India,  not  from  Egypt.  Eu- 
febius,  in  his  Chronicle,  relates 
that  about  four  hundred  years 
after  the  birth  of  Abraham, 
which  happened  a  hundred  and 
twenty  years  before  the  going  out 
of  Egypt,  there  came  a  fwarm  of 
Ethiopians  from  the  river  Indus, 
and  fettled  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Egypt,  We  here  fee  that  the 
Indians  made  a  voyage  by  water 
to  Egypt ;  but  we  End  no  ac¬ 
counts  ^hat  the  Egyptians  ever 
made  jfc^^n  one. 

The  Egyptians,  on  the  cbn- 
trary,  may  alledge  the  expeditions 
of  Ofiris,  Bacchus,  and  Sefoftris. 
For,  notwichftanding  thefe  events 
are  mixed  with  fables,  the  moll 
abfurd  relations  have  yet  fome  cer¬ 
tain  foundation  in  truth,  which 

#  Ammian.  Marcellin.  lib.  xxiii. 
Chine,  etde  la  Tartarie  Chinoife,.  tom. 
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we  are  not  capable  of  thoroughly 
developing.  It  may  be  that  fome 
Egyptians  emigrated  likewife  to 
India,  in  order  to  avoid  the  cruel 
treatment  of  the  Perfian  king  Cam- 
byfes.  At  lead;  the  hiftory  of 
mankind  feems  to  fupporc  this 
conjecture;  for  the  limits  of  every 
religion  have  always  been  extend¬ 
ed  as  often  as  it  has  been  perfe¬ 
cted. 

There  2re  two  perfonages  that 
have  for  feveral  centuries  beem 
very  famous  in  the  world,  Prefter 
John  and  Dalai  Lama.  Three 
travellers,  Carpini,  Rubruquis, 
and  Marco  Paolo,  firft  made  Eu¬ 
rope  acquainted  with  Prefter  John* 
but  they  all  have  different  opi¬ 
nions  about  him.  The  firft  re- 
prefents  him  as  an  Indian  king ; 
the  fecond  as  a  Chriftian  king  of 
the  Tartarian  hord 'Naiman,  whom 
he  believed  to  be  likewife  Chris¬ 
tians.  But  both  their  accounts 
are  certainly  wrong. 

The  Portuguefe  having  found 
a  way  to  India  by  fea  round  Afri¬ 
ca,  difcovered  a  certain  Chriftiaa 
prince  in  Abyflinia,  whom  they 
took  for  Prefter  John,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  three  before-men¬ 
tioned  travellers  had  placed  him* 
not  in  Africa,  but  in  the  remoteft 
parts  of  the  Eaft,  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  China.  This  cir- 
cumftance  they  overlooked. 

But  vre  muft  firft  proceed  to  give 
fome  accounts  of  Dalai  Lama. 
He  lives  in  a  pagoda  on  the  moun¬ 
tain  Potala,  which,  according  to 
the  jefuit  Gaubil,  is  under  290  6' 
northern  latitude,  and  250  58' 
weilern  longitude  from  Pekinf . 

t  See  Du  Halde,  Defcription  de  la 
IV.  p.  izs.  1x5. 
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His  followers  explain  the  nature 
©fjhis  immortality  in  the  following 
manner;  that  his  foul,  after  the 
death  of  his  body,  paffes  into  ano¬ 
ther  human  body  which  is  born 
exadlly  at  that  time,  and  this  man 
is  the  new  Dalai  Lama*. 

Almoft  all  the  nations  of  the 
Halt,  except  the  Mohammedans, 
believe  the  metempfycholis  as  the 
mod  important  article  of  their 
faith  ;  efpeciallv  the  Indians,  the 
inhabitants  of  Tibet,  and  Ava, 
the  Peguans,  Siamefe,  Mongouls, 
all  the  Kalmucs,  and  the  greateft 
jjart  of  the  Chinefe  and  Japanefe. 
According  to  the  doftrine  of  the 
metempfychofis,  the  foul  is  always 
In  action,  and  never  at  red;  for 
no  fooner  does  fhe  leave  her  old 
habitation  but  fhe  enters  a  new 
one.  The  Dalai  Lama  being  a 
divine  perfon,  he  can  find  no  bet¬ 
ter  lodging  than  the  body  of  his 
fuceeffor ;  or,  properly  not  the 
foul,  but  the  Fo  redding  in  the 
Dalai  Lama  which  pafl'es  into  his 
fuccedbr:  and  this  being  a  ^od  to 
whom  ail  things  are  known f,  the 
Dalai  Lama  therefore  is  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  every  thing  that  happen¬ 
ed  during  his  refider.ee  in  the  for¬ 
mer  body.  Thus,  at  lead,  the 
thinking  people  of  that  religion 
would  perhaps  explain  their  me- 
tempfychofis.  The  far  greater 
part  of  the  worOiippers  of  Lama, 
however,  do  not  require  reafon. 
and  arguments  for  what  they  be¬ 
lieve  ;  but  take  all  in  a  literal 
fenfe,  and  examine  no  farther ; 


having  the  fame  notion  of  ths 
Lama  as  the  Mongouls  had  of  the 
Popef. 

Preiter  John,  of  whom  we  have 
fpoken  above,  in  like  manner 
gave  rife  to  many  conjedlures ;  the 
greated  part  of  which  are  fo  im¬ 
probable  as  not  to  deferve  refuta¬ 
tion.  We  will  begin  therefore  at 
once  by  that  method  which  feerns 
to  promife  the  bed  elucidation  of 
the  matter. 


The  name  Pretre  Jean,  or  Juan, 
was  midakenly  heard  by  the  firft 
Europeans  that  vifited  thefe  re¬ 
gions.  And  their  fancy  working 
upon  it,  formed  many  extravagant 
ideas  which  were  received  and 
cherifned  in  Europe.  Thefe  tra¬ 
vellers  perceived  a  certain  refem- 
blance  between  the  found  of  a 
word  in  the  Mongolian  and  Ti¬ 
betan  languages  with  that  of  a 
French,  Italian,  and  Portuguefes 
word.  Unufed  to  the  ftudy  of 
languages,  they  imagined  that 
fuch  words  as  had  a  fimilar  found 
mud  have  iikewife  the  fame  figni- 
lication  in  the  language  of  Tibet 
and  of  the  Mongouls  which  they 
bore  in  fome  of  the  European. 
This  idea  bei  ng  once  received, 
many  fantadical  etymologies  and 
fables  naturally  arofe,  as  that 
about  a  certain  Indian  johanes 
Prefoyter,  &c. 

Among  all  the  etymologies, 
that  of  Scaliger  |j  Teems  to  be  the 
mod  probable.  This  name,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  opinion,  came  from 
India,  and  properly  was  Prefte 


*  Others  relate,  that  they  keep  a  young  man  in  the  pagoda  during  the  life  of 
the  Dalai  Lama,  who  is  to  Tucceed  him. 
t  Du  Halde,  tom.  iV.  p.  573. 

t  Rubruquisdays,  that  in  his  travels  to  the  Greater  Tartary,  he  was  adeed 
by  feveral  Mongouls  whether  the  Pope  was  really  five  hundred  years  old. 

^  De  emendations  temporum,  p.  637. 
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Jehan  (Prefte  Giani ;  for  Gehan 
in  the  Perfian  and  Indian  lan¬ 
guages  iignifies  the  world),  which 
is  as  much  as  to  fay,  a  meffenger  of 
the  world ;  or  an  uni<verfal  apofle . 
The  Neftorian  patriarchs  always 
appropriated  to  themfelves  the 
pompous  title  of  Catholicus* * * §, 
which  iignifies,  as  every  one  knows, 
almoft  the  fame  thing. 

Now,  if  we  can  admit  that  the 
miflionaries  of  the  Neftorians  came 
into  thefe  countries  (which  almoft 
every  competent  judge  in  fuch 
matters  will  allow)  then  the  Nefto¬ 
rian  patriarch  and  Prefter  John  are 
one  perfon  ;  at  leaft  according  to 
the  rules  of  etymology.  And  rhis 
Prefter  John  being  a  chriftian,  he 
mult  have  been  the  Catholicus  of 
the  Neftorians ;  or  perhaps  only  a 
bifhop  fent  by  the  Catholicus,  who 
in  thefe  diftant  regions  afTumed  a 
greater  title  than  was  ftridly  due 
to  him. 

In  the  purfuit  of  thefe  enquiries 
we  fhall  find  this  Prefter  John,  or 
this  Neftorian  Catholicus,  to  be 
likewife  one  and  the  fame  with  the 
Dalai  Lama. 

Prefter  John  was  heard  of  earlier 
than  the  Dalai  Lama.  In  the 
country  of  the  Mongouls,  where 
Prefter  ]ohn  is  faid  to  have  for¬ 
merly  refided,  they  knew  nothing 
about  a  Dalai  Lama  before  the 
time  of  Kajuk-khan,  one  of  the 
defendants  of  Tfchingis-khanf . 
Among  the  Europeans,  Pere  An- 
drada  is  one  of  the  firft  who  men- 
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tions  him,  about  the  year  1624J:, 
and  Bernier  fpeaks  of  him of  a 
ftrange  novelty]}. 

It  deferves  to  be  remarked,  that 
the  old  writers,  whilft  they  take 
notice  of  the  Neftorians  and  Prefter 
John,  fay  not  a  .fyllable  of  the 
Dalai  Lama.  But  no  fooner  are 
they  become  acquainted  with  the 
Dalai  Lama,  than  they  ceafe  all 
mention  of  Prefter  John  and  the 
Neftorians  in  Mongolia  and  Tibet. 

All  thefe  circumftances  feem 
fufficiently  to  prove  that  the  Ca¬ 
tholicus,  Prefte  Gehan,  and  Da¬ 
lai  §,  are  only  one  perfon. 


An  Account  of  the  Sufferings  of  Lady 
Harriet  Ackland,  in  the  Cam¬ 
paigns  of  1776  and  1777)  ** 
Canada.  , 

The  following  extraordinary  Ex¬ 
ample  of  Female  Excellence  is 
taken  from  Lieutenant-General 
Burgoyne^  State  of  the  Expe¬ 
dition  into  Canada.  *  It  would 
exhibit  (fays  the  General )  if  well 
delineated ,  an  interefiing  Pidiurg 
of  the  Spirit ,  the  Enterprises , 
and  the  D  if  refs  of  Romance »  ' 
realized  and  regulated  upon  the 
chafe  and  fober  Principles  of 
rational  Lo<ve  aud  connubial 
Du 'yd  Indeed  one  cannot  well 
imagine  tie  Female  Frame  capa¬ 
ble  of  fupporttng  fuch  extreme 
Difrefs  ;  and  the  General  relates 


*  See  Diflertntion  de  la  predication  de  la  foi  Chrelienne  a  la  Chine,  par 
M.  Renaudot,  dans  les  anciennes  relations  des  Indes,  et  de  la  Chine,  p.  23%, 
&  feqq. 

ft  Rubruquis,  chap. vix.  Marco  Paolo,  lib.  c.  51.  Gaubil,  p.  105.  Sc  14.3. 
I  Du  Hal Je,  tom.  IV.  p.  576. 

||  Voyages,  vol.  II.  p.  309. 

§  Dalai,  in  the  language  of  he  Mongouls,  Iignifies  a  fea,  or  ocean ,  and  in 
a  metaphorical  fignification,  an  immenfe  dfance. 

the 


;«4  'ANNUAL  REGISTER,  17S0. 


the  Story  in  a  Manner  that  does 
Honour  to  his  Feelings • 

AD Y  Harriet  Ackland  had 
accompanied  her  hufband  to 
Canada  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1776.  In  the  courfe  of  that 
campaign  {he  had  traverfed  a  vaft 
fpace  of  country,  in  different  ex¬ 
tremities  of  feafons,  and  with  diffi¬ 
culties  that  an  European  traveller 
will  not  eafily  conceive,  to  attend 
her  hufband,  in  a  poor  hut  at 
Chamblee,  upon  his  fick-bed. 

In  the  opening  of  the  campaign 
of  1777,  fhe  was  refrained  from 
offering  herfelf  to  a  fhare  of  the 
hazard  expeded  before  Ticon- 
deroga,  by  the  pofitive  injundion 
of  her  hufband.  The  day  after 
the  conquefl  of  that  place,  he  was 
badly  wounded,  and  fhe  croffed 
the  Lake  Champlain  to  join  him. 

As  foon  as  he  recovered.  Lady 
Harriet  proceeded  to  follow  his 
fortunes  through  the  campaign, 
and  at  Fort  Edward,  or  at  the 
next  camp,  file  acquired  a  two- 
wheel  tumbril,  which  had  been 
ccnitruded  by  the  artillery,  firm  Jar 
to  the  carriage  ufed  for  the  mail 
upon  the  great  roads  of  England. 
Major  Ackland  commanded  the 
Britifh  grenadiers,  which  were 
attached  to  General  Frafer’s  corps, 
and  consequently  were  the  moil 
advanced  poll  of  the  army.  Their 
fituations  were  often  fo  alert,  that 
no  perfons  flept  out  of  their  clothes. 
In  one  ot  thefe  fituations  a  tent,  in 
which  the  major  and  lady  Harriet 
were  afieep,  fuddenly  took  fire. 
An  orderly  ferjeant  of  grenadiers, 
with  great  hazard  of  fuffocation, 
dragged  out  the  fir  ft  perfon  he 
caught  hold  of.  It  proved  to  be 
the  major.  It  happened,  that  in 
the  fame  infant  ihe  had.  un» 


knowing  what  fhe  did,  and  perhaps 
not  perfedly  awake,  providentially 
made  her  efcape,  by  creeping  un¬ 
der  the  walls  of  the  back  part  of 
the  tent.  The  firft  objed  file  faw 
upon  the  recovery  of  her  fenfes, 
was  the  major  on  the  other  fide, 
and  in  the  fame  inftant  again  in 
the  fire,  in  fearch  of  her.  The 
ferjeant  again  faved  him,  but  not 
without  the  major  being  very  fe- 
vereiy  burned  in  the  face  and  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  body.  Every 
thing  they  had  with  them  in  the 
tent  was  confumed. 

This  accident  happened  a  little 
time  before  the  army  had  palled 
the  Hudfon’s  river,  r  It  neither 
altered  the  refolution  nor  the 
chearfulnefs  of  *lady  Harriet ;  and 
fhe  continued  her  progrefs,  a  par¬ 
taker  of  the  fatigues  of  the  ad¬ 
vanced  corps.  The  next  call  upon 
her  fortitude  was  of  a  different 
nature,  and  more  diflrefsful,  as 
oflonger  fufpence.  On  the  march 
of  the  19th,  the  grenadiers  being 
liable  to  adion  at  every  hep,  fhe 
had  been  direded  by  the  major  to 
follow  the  route  of  the  artillery 
and  baggage,  which  was  not  ex¬ 
po  fed,  At  the  time  the  action 
began,  fhe  found  herfelf  near  a 
final!  uninhabited  hut,  where  fhe 
alighted.  When  it  was  found  the 
adion  was  becoming  general  and 
bloody,  the  furgeons  of  the  hof- 
pital  took  poffellion  of  the  fame 
place,  as  the  mod  convenient  for 
the  firfl  care  of  the  wounded. 
Thus  was  this  lady  in  hearing  of 
one  continued  fire  of  cannon  and 
mu  flee  try,  for  fome  hours  together* 
with  the  preemption,  from  the 
poll  of  her  hufband  at  the  head  ofT 
the  grenadiers,  that  he  was  in  the 
moft  expofed  part  of  the  adicn. 
She  had  three  female  companions* 
10  the 
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the  baronefs  of  Reidefel,  and  the 
wives  of  two  Britifh  officers,  major 
Harnage  and  lieutenant  Reynell  ; 
but  in  the  event  their  prefence 
ferved  but  little  for  comfort.  Ma¬ 
jor  Harnage  was  foon  brought  to 
the  furgeons,  very  badly  wounded; 
and  a  little  while  after  came  intel¬ 
ligence  that  lieutenant  Reynell  was 
fhot  dead.  Imagination  will  want 
no  helps  to  figure  the  date  of  the 
whole  groupe. 

From  the  date  of  that  a&ion  to 
the  7th  of  Odftober,  lady  Harriet, 
with  her  ufual  ferenity,  ftood  pre¬ 
pared  for  new  trials  !  And  it  was 
her  lot  that  their  feverity  increafed 
with  their  numbers.  She  was 
again  expofed  to  the  hearing  of 
the  whole  adion,  and  at  lad  re¬ 
ceived  the  (hock  of  her  individual 
misfortune,  mixed  with  the  intel¬ 
ligence  of  the  general  calamity  ; 
the  troops  were  defeated,  and  major 
Ackland,  defperately  wounded,  was 
a  prifoner. 

The  day  of  the  8th  was  pafled  by 
lady  Harriet  and  her  companions  in 
common  anxiety;  not  a  tent,  nor  a 
fhed,  being  (landing,  except  what 
belonged  to  the  hofpital,  their  re¬ 
fuge  was  among  the  wounded  and 
the  dying. 

I  loon  received  a  meffiage  from 
lady  Harriet,  fubmitting  to  my  de- 
cifion  a  propofal-  (and  expreffing  an 
earned  foiicitude  to  execute  it,  if 
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not  interfering  with  my  defigns)  of 
paffing  to  the  camp  of  the  enemy, 
and  requelling  general  Gates’s  per- 
million  to  attend  her  hufband. 

Though  1  was  ready  to  believe 
(for  I  had  experienced)  that  pa¬ 
tience  and  fortitude,  in  a  fupreme 
degree,  were  to  be  found,  as  well 
as  every  virtue,  under  the  molt 
tender  forms,  I  was  aftonifhed  at 
this  propofal.  After  fo  long  an 
agitation  of  the  fpirits,  exhaufled 
not  only  for  want  of  red,  but  ab- 
folutely  want  of  food,  drenched 
in  rains  for  twelve  hours  together, 
that  a  woman  ffiould  be  capable  of 
fuch  an  undertaking  as  delivering 
herfelf  to  the  enemy,  probably  in 
the  night,  and  uncertain  of  what 
hands  fhe  might  fall  into,  ap¬ 
peared  an  effort  above  human  nar 
ture..  The  affidance  I  was  enabled 
to  give  was  fmall  indeed  ;  I  had 
not  even  a  cup  of  wine  to  offer 
her;  but  I  was  told  fhe  had  found, 
from  fome  kind  and  fortunate 
hand,  a- little  rum  and  dirty  water. 
All  I  could  furniih  to  her  was  an 
open  boat  and  a  few  lines,  written 
upon  dirty  and  wet  paper,  to  ge¬ 
neral  Gates,  recommending  her  to 
his  prote&ion. 

Mr.  Brudenell,  the  chaplain  to 
the  artillery  (the  fame  gentleman, 
who  had  officiated  fo  fignally  at 
general  Frafer’s  funeral  *  )  readily 
undertook  to  accompany  her,  and 

with. 


*  The  circumftances  attending  the  funeral  of  this  brave  officer  were  very 
remarkable  : — Early  in  the  morning  general  Frafer  breathed  his  lalt — and  with 
the  kinded  expreffions  of  his  affeflion  his  lad  requeft  was  brought  to  me,  that 
he  might  be  carried  without  parade  by  the  f'oldiers  of  his  corps  to  the  great*re=* 
doubt,  and  buried  there. 

About  (un-fet  the  body  of  general  Frafer  was  broyght  tip  the.  hill,  attended 
Onlv  by  the  officers  who  had  lived  in  his  family.  1  To  am ve  at- the  redoubt,  it 
pafled  within  view  of  the  greatefl  part  of  both  arrmes.  General  Philips,  general 
Reidefel,  and  mvlelf,  who  were  Handing  together,  were  ftruck  with  the  humi¬ 
lity  of  the  proctffiun  :  they,  who  were  ignorant  that  privacy  had  been  r.equefted, 
,  VoL,  XXIII.  F  '  •  might 
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with  one  female  fervant,  and  the 
major’s  valet-de-chambre  (whohad 
a  ball,  which  he  had  received  in 
the  late  a£lion,  then  in  his  fhoulder) 
fhe  rowed  down  the  river  to  meet 
the  enemy.  But  her  diflrefies  were 
not  yet  to  end.  The  night  was  ad¬ 
vanced  before  the  boat  reached  the 
enemy’s  out-pods,  and  the  centi¬ 
me!  would  not  let  it  pafs,  nor  even 
come  on  fhofe.  In  vain  Mr.  Bru- 
denell  offered  the  flag  of  truce,  and 
reprefented  the  Hate  of  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  pailenger.  The  guard, 
apprehenfive  of  treachery,  and 
punctilious  to  their  orders,  threat¬ 
ened  to  fire  into  the  boat  if  they 
ftirred  before  day-light.  Her  anxi¬ 
ety  and  fufferings  were  thus  pro¬ 
tracted  through  feven  or  eight  dark 
and  cold  hours ;  and  her  reflections 
upon  that  firft  reception  could  not 
give  her  very  encouraging  ideas  of 
the  treatment  ihe  was  afterwards 
to  expeCt.  But  it  is  due  to  juflice 
at  the  clofe  of  this  adventure  to  fay, 
_  that  fhe  was  received  and  accom¬ 
modated  by  general  Gates  with  all 
the  humanity  and  refpeCt  that  her 
rank,  her  meats,  and  her  fortunes 
deferved. 

Let  fuch  as  are  affefted  by  thefe 
circumflances  of  alarm,  hardfhip, 
and  danger,  recoiled,  that  the  fub- 


je£t  of  them  was  a  woman  ;  of  the 
mod  tender  and  delicate  frame;  of 
the  gentleft  manners,  habituated 
to  all  the  foft  elegances,  and  re¬ 
fined  enjoyment,  that  attend  high 
birth  and  fortune;  and  far  ad¬ 
vanced  in  a  date  in  which  the  ten¬ 
der  cares,  always  due  to  the  fex, 
become  indifpenfably  neceflary. 
Her  mind  alone  was  formed  for 
fuch  trials  1 


cTranJlation  of  a  Jhort  Ext  raff  frc?n 
a  "Journal  kept  by  C.  P.  Thun- 
berg,  M.  D.  during  bis  Voyage 
to,  and  Ref  dene e  in,  the  Empire  of 
Japan,  in  a  Letter  addreffed  to  the 
P.  R .  S. 

[ From  the  Philof.  Tranf.  YoL  69,] 

SIR, 

UR  TNG  my  fhort  refidence 
in  London,  where  you  did 
me  the  honour  of  introducing  me 
to  many  men  of  learning,  con- 
verfations  frequently  arofe,  in 
which  quedions  were  afked  of  me 
concerning  the  empire  of  japan  : 
to  thefe  I  could  at  that  time  give 
anfwers  only  from  memory;  but, 
having  now  got' poiTeffion  of  my 
papers,  I  have  drawn  out,  for  the 
farther  fatisfaClion  of  the  Royal 
Society,  and  your  particular 


might  confcrtie  it  into  heglefL  We  could  neither  endure  that  reflection,  nor  in¬ 
deed  reftrain  our  natural  propenfity  to  pay  our  lad  attention  to  his  remains. 

The  inceffant  cannonade  during  the  folemnity  ;  the  fteady  altitude  and  unal¬ 
tered  voice  with  which,  the  chaplain  officiated,  though  frequently  covered  with 
dud,  which  the  (hot  threw  upon  ail  fides  of  him  ;  the  mute  but  expreffive  mix¬ 
ture  of  ftnfibility  and  indignation  upon  every  countenance  :  thefe  objects  will 
remain  to  the  lad  of  life  upon  the  minds  of  every  man  who  was  prefent.  The 
growing  dufkinefs  added  to  the  feenery^  and  the  whole  marked  a  .character  of 
that  juncture,  that  would  make  one  of  the  fined  fubje£rs  for  the  pencil  of  a 
maker  that  the  field  ever  exhibited.  To  the  canvafs,  and  to  the  faithful  page 
of  a  more  important  hidorian,  gallant  friend,  I  confign  thy  memory  !  There 
may  thy  talents,  thy  manly  virtues,  their  progrefs  and  their  period,  find  due 
didinflion  ;  and  long  may  they  furvive  ’-—long  after  the  frail  record  of  my  pen 
IhaJl  be  forgotten. 

friends. 
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friends,  the  following  fliort  ex¬ 
tract  of  a  journal  which  I  kept 
regularly  during  a  relidence  of 
fixteen  months  in  that  diitant 
country. 

To  you.  Sir,  it  is  already 
known,  that  I  was  fent  out  by  the 
directors  of  the  Botanic  Gardens  at 
Amfterdam,  and  fome  ocher  emi¬ 
nent  men  of  that  place;  fir  It  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  from 
thence  to  Japan  :  in  order  to  invef- 
tigate  the  natural  hiflory  of  thofe 
countries,  and  to  fend  from  thence 
feeds  and  living  plants  of  unknown 
kinds,  for  the  uie  of  their  collec¬ 
tions  in  Holland.  At  the  firft  of 
thefe  places  I  refided  three  years  ; 
and  during  that  time  had  the  good 
forcune  to  obferve  and  defcribe 
many  new  fpecies  both  of  animals 
and  vegetables. 

In  the  year  1775  I  failed  from 
thencS  for  Batavia,  and  after  a 
fhort  Hay  there,  embarked  011 
board  a  Dutch  fhip,  called  Sta- 
venifte,  bound  for  japan,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  Blyenburg;  On  the 
2 ill  of  June,  we  failed  and  pafied 
Pulo  Sapatoo,  the  coall.of  China, 
and  the  ifland  Formofa.  On  the 
13th  of  Augult  we  made  the  land 
of  Japan,  and  the  day  after  were 
off  the  harbour  of  Nagafacci,  the 
only  one  in  that  empire  where 
foreign  fhips  are  allowed  to  an¬ 
chor. 

During  this  paflage  we  met 
with  fevere  gales  of  wind,  in  one 
of  which  the  Blyenburg,  having  re¬ 
ceived  much  damage  in  her  malts, 
parted  company,  and  (as  we  after¬ 
wards  learned)  was  obliged  to  go 
back  to  Canton,  to  refit. 

We  failed  into  the  harbour  cf 
Nagafacci  with  our  colours  flying, 
and  faluted  the  Papenburg,  the  em¬ 
peror’s  and  emprefs’s  guard*  and 


the  town  itfelf.  During  this  time 
there  came  on  board  of  us  two 
over  banjofes,  feveral  interpreters, 
and  inferior  officers,  and  fome 
people  belonging  to  the  Dutch, 
factory. 

Thefe  over  banjofes  may  be 
compared  to  the  mandarins  of 
China  :  a  place  is  prepared  for 
them  upon  the  (hip’s  deck,  and 
fome  of  them  (for  they  are  fre¬ 
quently  changed)  muft  be  prefent 
when  any  thing  is  taken  out  of,  or 
received  into,  her.  They  infpedt 
every  thing,  mufter  the  people, 
give  paffports  to  fuch  as  go  on  fliore, 
and  every  day  report  ro  the  govern 
nor  of  Nagafacci  the  proceedings 
011  board. 

The  attention  and  care  with 
which  thefe  gentlemen  execute  the 
orders  iffiued  by  the  Imperial  Court 
in  1775  is  well  worthy  of  relation. 
The  moll  minute  articles  which 
are  carried  out  of  a  fhip  undergo  a 
jealous  infpe&ion,  both  when  they 
are  put  into  the  boats,  and  when 
they  are  landed  from  them  ;  and 
the  fame  caution  is  ufed  in  enbark- 
ing  goods  from  the  fhore. 

Bedding  is  ripped  open,  and 
the  very  feathers  examined  ;  chefis 
are  not  only  emptied  of  their  con¬ 
tents,  but  the  boards  of  which 
they  are  made  are  fearched,  left 
contraband  goods  fhould  be  con¬ 
cealed  in  their  fubftance.  Pots  of 
fvveetmeats  and  of  butter  are  ftirred 
round  with  an  iron  fkewer.  Our 
cheefes  had  a  more  narrow  in- 
fpedlion  ;  a  large  hole  was  cut  into 
the  middle  of  each,  and  a  knife 
thruft  into  the  Tides  of  it  in  everv 
direction  :  even  the  egg3  were  not 
exempted  from  fufpieion ;  many  of 
them  were  broken,  left  they  fhould 
conceal  contraband  goods  within 
them. 

F  2  Ourfslves, 
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Ourfelves,  from  the  higheft  to 
the  loweft,  underwent  the  fame 
fufpicious  fcrutiny  whenever  we 
went  from  or  returned  on  board 
the  fhip.  Our  backs  were  firft 
ftroked  down  by  the  hand  of  the 
infpetftor  ;  our  fides,  bellies,  and 
thighs,  were  then  in  like  manner 
examined  ;  fo  that  it  was  next  to 
impoffible  that  any  thing  could  be 
concealed, 

Formerly  they  were  lefs  exadft 
in  this  vibration  ;  the  chief  of  the 
factory  and  captain  of  the  veftel 
were  even  exempted  from  it.  This 
privilege  they  ufed  in  its  utmoft 
extent :  each  dreffed  himfelf  in  a 
great  coat,  in  which  were  two 
large  pockets,  or  rather  facks,  for 
the  reception  of  contraband  goods, 
snd  they  generally  palled  back¬ 
wards  and  forwards  three  times 
a  day. 

Abufes  of  this  nature  irritated 
the  japan  government  fo  much, 
that  they  refolved  to  snake  new 
regulations.  For  fome  time  they 
found,  that  the  more  dexterity 
they  ufed  in  detecting  the  tricks  of 
the  Europeans,  the  more  dex- 
tf bully  they  contrived  to  evade 
them  :  £t  laft,  however,  by  re¬ 
peated  trials,  they  have  fo  com- 
pleatly  abridged  their  liberties, 
that  it  is  now  almoft,  if  not  ab- 
foiutely,  impoffible  to  fmuggie  any 
thing. 

The  complexions  of  the  Japanefe 
are  in  general  yellowifh,  although 
fome  few,  generally  women,  are 
almoft  white.  Their  narrow  eyes 
and  high  eye-brows  are  like  thofe 
of  the  Chinefe  and  Tartars.  Their 
sides,  though  not  flat,  are  fhorter 
and  thicker  than  ours.  Their  hair 
is  univerfally  black  ;  and  fuch  a 
famenefs  of  fafhion  reigns  through 
this  whole  empire,  that  the  head- 


drefs  is  the  fame  from  the  emperor 
to  the  peafant. 

The  mode  of  the  men’s  head- 
drefs  is  lingular;  the  middle  part 
of  their  heads,  from  the  forehead 
very  far  back,  is  clofefhaven  ;  the 
hair  remaining  round  the  temples 
and  nape  of  the  neck  is  turned  up 
and  tied  upon  the  top  of  the  head 
into  a  kind  of  brulh,  about  as 
long  as  a  finger  ;  this  brufh  is 
again  lapped  round  with  white 
thread,  and  bent  a  little  back¬ 
wards. 

The  women  prefer  ye  all  their 
hair,  and,  drawing  it  together  on 
the  top  of  the  h<*ad.  roll  it  round 
a  loop,  and  faftening  it  down  with 
pins,  to  which  ornaments  are  affix¬ 
ed,  draw  out  the  fides  till  they  ap¬ 
pear  like  little  wings  ;  behind  this 
a  comb  is  ftuck  in. 

Phyficians  and  priefts  are  the 
only  exception  to  the  general 
fafhion  ;  they  (have  their  heads 
intirely,  and  are  by  that  means 
diftinguifhed.  from  the  reft  of  the 
people. 

The  falhion  of  their  cloaths  has 
alfo  remained  the  fame  from  the 
higheft  antiquity.,  They  confift 
of  one  or  more  loofe  gowns,  tied 
about  the  middle  with  a  fafn  ;  the 
women  wear  them  much  longer 

o 

than  the  men,  and  draggirigon  the 
ground.  In  fummer  they  are  very 
thin  ;  but  in  winter  quilted  with 
filk  or  cotton  wadding. 

People  of  rank  have  them  made 
of  filk ;  the  lower  clafs  of  cotton 
fluffs.  Women  generally  ’"wear  a 
greater  number  of  them  than  men, 
and  have  them  more  ornamented, 
often  with  geld  or  filver  flowers 
woven  into  the  fluff. 

Thefe  gowns  are  generally  left 
open  at  the  break ;  their  fleeves 
are  very  wide,  but  partly  fewed 

up 
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up  in  front,  fo  as  to  make  a  kind 
of  pocket,  into  which  they  can 
eafily  put  their  hands,  and  in  this 
they  generally  carry  papers,  or 
i'uch  like  light  things. 

Men  of  confequence  are  diftin- 
guifhed  from  thole  of  inferior  rank 
by  a  ftiorc  jacket  of  thin  black 
fluff,  which  is  worn  over  their 
gowns,  and  trowfers  open  on  the 
iides,  but  fewed  together  near  the 
bottom,  which  take  in  their  fkirts. 
Some  ufe  drawers,  but  all  have 
their  legs  naked.  They  wear 
fandals  of  ftraw,  fattened  to  their 
feet  by  a  bow  palling  over  the  in- 
ftep,  and  a  firing  which  pafTes  be¬ 
tween  the  great  toe  and  that  next 
to  it,  fixing  to  the  bow.  In  win¬ 
ter  they  have  locks  of  linen,  and 
in  rainy  or  dirty  weather,  wooden 
lhoes. 

They  never  cover  their  heads 
but  on  a  journey,  when  they  ufe  a 
conical  cap  made  of  ftraw  ;  at  other 
times  they  defend  themfelves  from 
the  fun  or  the  rain  by  fans  or  um¬ 
brellas. 

In  their  fafh  they  fallen  the 
fabre,  fan,  and  tobacco-pipe  ;  the 
fabre  always  on  the  left  fide,  and 
(contrary  to  our  European  cuilom) 
with  the  fharp  edge  uppermoft. 
Thofe  who  are  in  public  employ¬ 
ments  wear  two,  the  one  confider- 
ably  longer  than  the  other. 

Their  houfes  are  built  with  up¬ 
right  polls,  crofted  and  wattled 
with  bamboo,  plaifter  d  both 
without  and  within,  and  white- 
wafhed.  They  generally  have  two 
(lories  ;  but  the  uppermoft  is  low, 
and  feldom  inhabited.  The  roofs 
are  covered  with  pantiles,  large 
and  heavy,  but  neatly  made.  7'he 
floors  are  elevated  two  feet  from 
the  ground,  and  covered  with 
planks.  On  thefe  are  laid  mats 
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which  are  double,  and  filled  with 
ftraw  three  or  four  inches  thick. 
The  whole  houfe  conftfts  of  one 
large  room  ;  but  may  be  divided 
at  pleafure  into  feveral  fmaller,  by 
partitions  made  with  frames  of 
wood,  filled  up  with  painted  pa¬ 
per,  that  fix  into  grooves  made 
for  that  purpofe  in  the  floor  and 
cieling.  The  windows  are  alfo 
frames  of  wood,  divided  into 
fquares,  filled  up  with  very  chin, 
white  paper,  tranfparenc  enough 
to  anfwer  tolerably  w'ell  the  pur¬ 
pofe  of  glafs. 

They  have  no  furniture  in  their 
rooms  ;  neither  tables,  chairs, 
ftools,  benches,  cupboards,  or  even, 
beds.  Their  cuilom  is  to  fit  down 
on  their  heels  upon  the  mats, 
which  are  always  foft  and  clean. 
Their  victuals  are  ferved  up  to 
them  on  a  low  board,  raifed  but  a 
few  inches  from  the  floor,  and  one 
difli  only  at  a  time.  Mirrors  they 
have,  but  never  fix  them  up  in 
their  houfes  as  ornamental  furni¬ 
ture  ;  they  are  made  of  a  com¬ 
pound  metal,  and  ufed  only  at 
their  toilets. 

Notwithstanding  the  feverity  of 
their  winters,  which  oblige  them 
to  warm  their  houfes  from  Novem¬ 
ber  to  March,  they  have  neither 
fire-places  nor  floves  ;  inftead  of 
thefe  they  ufe  large  copper  pots 
handing  upon  legs;  thefe  are  lined 
on  the  infide  with  loam,  on  which 
afhes  are  laid  to  fome  depth,  and 
charcoal  lighted  upon  them,  which 
feems  to  be  prepared  in  fome  man¬ 
ner  which  renders  the  fumes  of  it 
not  at  all  dangerous. 

The  Portuguefe,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability;  firrt  introduced  the  ufe 
of  tobacco  into  Japan:  however, 
be  that  as  it  may,  they  ufe  it  now 
with  great  frugality,  though  both 
F  3  (exes. 
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fexes,  old  and  young,  continually 
fmoke  it,  blowing  out  the  frnoke 
through  their  noilnis.  The  firff 
compliment  offered  to  a  itranger 
in  their  houfes  is  a  diih  of  tea  and 
Z  pipe  of  tobacco.  Their  pipes 
have  mouth' pieces  and  bowls  of 
forafs  or  white  copper.  The  hollow 
of  the  bowl  is  fo  fmall  as  fcarce  to 
contain  an  ordinary  pea.  The  to¬ 
bacco  is' cut  as  line  as  a  hair,  about 
a  finger’s  length,  and  is  rolled  up 
in  fmall  balls  like  pills,  to  fit  the 
fmall  hollow  in  the  bowl  of  the 
pipe  ;  which  pills,  as  they  can  lad 
but  for  a  few  whiffs,  mult  be  very 
frequently  renewed. 

Fans  are  ufed  by  both  fexes 
equally,  and  are,  within  or  with¬ 
out  doors,  their  infeparable  com¬ 
panions. 

The  whole  nation  are  naturally 
cleanly  ;  every  houfe,  whether 
public  or  private,  has  a  bath,  of 
which  conitant  and  daily  ufe  is 
made  by  the  whole  family. 

You  feldom  meet  a  man  who 
has  not  his  mark  imprinted  on 
the  fleeves  and  back  of  h  s  cloaths, 
in  the  fame  colour  in  which  the 
pattern  is  printed;  white  fpots  are 
left  in  manufacturing  them,  for 
the  purpofe  of  inferring  thefe 
marks. 

Obedience  to  parents  and  re- 
fpeft  to  fuperiors  is  the  charafte- 
riffic  of  this  nation  •  it  is  pleating 
to  fee  the  refpedt  with  which  in¬ 
feriors  treat  thole  of  high  rank  ; 
if  they  meet  them  abroad,  they 
ffop  till  they  have  paffed  by  ;  if  in 
a  hoafe,  they  keep  at  a  diffance, 
bowing  their  heads  to  the  ground. 
Their  falutations  and  converfations 
between  equals  abound  alfo  with 
civility  and  politenels  ;  to  this 
children  are  early  accultomed  by 
the  example  of  their  parents. 


Their  penal  laws  are  very  Se¬ 
vere ;  but  punifhments  are  feldom 
indicted.  Perhaps  there  is  no 
country  where  fewer  crimes  again# 
fociety  are  committed. 

Their  ufage  of  names  differs 
from  that  of  all  other  nations. 
The  family  name  is  never  made 
ufe  of  but  in  figning  folemn  con¬ 
tracts,  and  the  particular  name  by 
which  individuals  are  diffinguifhed 
in  converfation  varies  according  to 
the  age  or  fituation  of  the  perfon 
who  makes  uie  of  it  :  fo  that 
fometimes  the  fame  perfon  is,  in 
his  life-time,  known  by  five  or  fix 
different  names. 

They  reckon  their  age  by  even 
years,  not  regarding  whether  they 
were  born  at  the  beginning  or  the 
end  of  a  year,  fo  that  a  child  is 
faid  to  be  a  year  old  on  the  new 
year’s  day  next  after  his  birth, 
even  though  he  has  no$  been  bora 
many  days. 

Commerce  and  manufaflureg 
flouriffi  here,  though,  as  thefe 
people  have  few  wants,  they  are 
not  carried  to  the  extent  which  we 
fee  in  Europe.  Agriculture  is  fa 
well  unaerltood,  that  the  whole 
country,  even  to  the  tops  of  the 
hills,  is  cultivated.  They  trade 
with  no  foreigners  but  the  Dutch 
and  Chinefe,  and  in  both  cafes 
with  companies  of  privileged  mer¬ 
chants,  The  Dutch  export  copper 
and  raw  camphire,  for  which  they 
give  in  return  fugar,  ripe  cloves, 
fappan  wood,  ivory,  tin,  lead, 
tortoife-fhell,  chintss,  and  a  few 
trifles  more. 

As  the  Dutch  company  do  not 
pay  duty  in  Japan,  either  on  their 
exports  or  imports,  they  fend  an 
annual  prefent  to  the  court,  con- 
fiftino-  of  cloth,  chintzs,  fuccotas, 
Cottons,  fluffs,  and  trinkets. 
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I  had  the  fatisfa&ion  to  attend 
the  ambadador,  who  was  intruded 
with  thefe  prefents,  on  his  journey 
to  Jeddo,  the  capital  of  this  vad 
empire,  fituated  at  an  immenfe  dis¬ 
tance  from  Nagafacci,  a  journey  on 
which  three  Europeans  only  are 
permitted  to  go,  attended  by  two 
hundred  Japanefe  at  lead. 

We  left  our  little  i fla n d  of  De- 
zima,  and  the  town  of  Nagafacci, 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1776,  and 
travelled  through  Cocora  to  Simo- 
nofeki,  where  we  arrived  on  the 
1 2th,  and  found  a  velTel  prepared 
for  us  ;  we  embarked  on  board  her, 
and  coafted  along  to  Fiogo.  From 
thence  we  travelled  by  land  to 
Ofacca,  one  of  the  principal  com¬ 
mercial  towns  in  the  empire.  At 
this  place  we  remained  the  8th  and 
9th  of  April,  and  on  the  10th  ar¬ 
rived  at  Miaco,  the  refidence  of 
the  Dairi,  or  ecclefiaftical  empe¬ 
ror.  Here  we  alfo  Hayed  two 
days  ;  but  after  that  made  the  bed 
of  our  way  to  jeddo,  where  we  ar¬ 
rived  on  the  id  of  May. 

We  were  carried  by  men  in  a 
kind  of  palankins,  called  nori- 
mons,  covered,  and  provided  with 
windows.  Tne  prelents  alfo  and 
our  provifions  were  carried  on 
men’s  ffioulders,  except  a  few 
articles,  which  w-ere  loaded  on 
pack-horfes.  The  Japanefe  offi¬ 
cers  who  attended  us  provided  us 
with  every  thing,  fo  that  our  jour- 
-ney  was  by  no  means  trouble- 
feme. 
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On  the  1 8th  we  had  an  audience 
of  the  cubo,  or  temporal  emperor, 
of  the  heir -apparent,  and  of  the 
twelve  fenators ;  the  day  following, 
of  the  ecclefiaftical  governors,  the 
governors  of  the  town,  and  other 
high  officers.  On  the  23d  we  had 
our  audience  of  leave.  We  lefr 
Jeddo  on  the  26th  of  May,  and 
arrived  at  Miaco  on  the  7th  of 
June.  Here  we  had  an  audience 
of  the  emperor’s  viceroy,  to  whom 
we  alfo  made  prefents,  as  we  were 
not  allowed  to  fee  the  dairi,  or 
eccledadical  emperor.  On  the 
nth  we  procured  leave  to  walk 
about  the  town,  and  vi fit  the  tem¬ 
ples  and  principal  buildings.  In 
the  evening  we  fet  out  for  Ofacca, 
which  town  we  were  alfo  permitted 
.to  view,  which  we  did  on  the 
13th. 

We  faw  temples,  theatres,  and 
majny  curious  buildings  ;  but, 
above  all,  the  manufactory  of  cop¬ 
per,  which  is  melted  here,  and  no 
where  elfe  in  the  empire. 

On  the  14th  we  had  an  audience 
of  the  governors  of  this  town  ;  af¬ 
ter  which  we  refumed  our  journey 
to  Fiogo,  where  we  again  embark¬ 
ed  on  the  1 8th,  and  proceeded  by 
fea  to  Simonofeki,  from  whence  we 
arrived  on  the  23d  at  Cocota.  and 
from  thence  were  carried  in  nori- 
mons  to  Nagafacci,  and  arrived  at 
our  little  ifland  Dezima  on  the  lad 
day  of  June,  after  an  abfence  of 
one  hundred  and  eighteen  days. 
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NATURAL 


Jin  Account  of  the  Eruption  of  Mount 
Vefuvius,  which  ha  pened  in 
Augufi  1779.  From  Sir  William 
Hamilton's  Letter  to  Mr.  Banks* 
P.  P.  S. 

Naples.,  Oil.  1,  jy 79. 

THE  late  eruption  of  Mount 
Vefuvius  was  of  fo  Angular 
a  nature,  fo  very  violent  and  alarm 
ing,  that  it  necelfarily  attrafled  the 
attention  <  f  every  one,  not  only  in 
its  immediate  neighbourhood,  but 
for  many  miles  around  ;  and,  eon- 
fequentfy,  feveral  flight  dekrip- 
tions  of  ft  have  been  already  hand¬ 
ed  about,  and  feme  (as  I  am  inform¬ 
ed)  more  accurate  and  cireumftan- 
tial  are  preparing  for  the  prefs  *. 

That  on  which  the  Abbot  Bottis 
is  aft u ally  employed,  by  command 
of  his  Sicilian  majdfy,  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  be  executed  with  the 
fame  accuracy,  truth,  and  preci- 
flon,  as  have  tendered  that  author’s 
former  publications  upon  the  lub- 
,  led  of  Mount  "Vefuvius  fo  univer- 
{ally  and  defervedly  efleemed. 

Such  a  publication,  executed 
with  magnificence  in  the  royal 
priutii  g  office,  may,  perhaps,  ren¬ 
der  even  ocher  account  of  the  late 
eruption  fuperfluous :  neverthelefs. 


I  Hiould  think  my felf  in  fome  dc-. 
gree  guilty  of  a  neglebt  towards 
the  Royal  Society,  who  have  done 
fo  much  honour  to  my  former  com¬ 
munications,  if  I  did  not,  through, 
the  refpedtable  canal  of  its  worthy 
prefident,  and  my  good  friend^ 
fimply  relate  to  them  fuoh  remark¬ 
able  circumftances  as  attended  the 
late  tremendous  explofions  of 
Mount  Vefuvius,  and  as  either 
came  immediately  under  my  own 
infpection,  or  have  been  related  to 
ipe  by  iuch  good  authority  as  can- 
not  be  called  in  queftion. 

Since  the  great  eruption  of  1 767, 
of  which  i  had  the  honour  of  giv¬ 
ing  a  particular  account  to  the  Roy¬ 
al  Society,  Vefuvius  has  never  been 
free  from  frnoke,  nor  ever  many 
months  without  throwing  up  red- 
hot  fcori'ae,  which  increasing  to  a 
certain  degree,  were  ufually  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  current  of  liquid  lava, 
and  except  in  the  eruption  of  1777, 
thofe  lavas  broke  out  nearly  from 
tfie  fame  fpot,  and  ran  much  in 
the  fame  direflion,  as-  that  of  the 
famous  eruption  of  \y6 7. 

No  lefs  than  nine  luch  eruptions 
are  recorded  here  fince  the  great 
one  above-mentioned,  and  fome 


*  The  inh  bitants  of  this  great  city  in  general  five  fo  little  attention  to 
Mount  Vefuvius,  though  in  full  view  of  the  greatefi:  part  of  it,  that  1  am  well 
convinced  many  of  its  eruptions  pais  totally  unnoticed  by  at  leak  two-thirds  of 
them,  '  (  *  ’  .  vfif  • 
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cf  them  were  confiderable.  I  never 
failed  vifiting  thofe  lavas  whillt 
they  were  in  full  force,  and  as 
condantly  examined  them  and  the 
crater  of  the  volcano  after  the 
ceafing  of  each  eruption*. 

It  would  be  but  a  repetition  of 
what  has  been  defcribed  in  my 
former  letters  on  this  fubjeCt,  were 
I  to  relate  my  remarks  on  thofe 
different  expec.itions.  The  lavas, 
when  they  either  boiled  over  the 
crater,  or  broke  out  from  the  co¬ 
nical  parts  of  the  volcano,  con- 
dandy  formed  channels  as  regular 
as  if  they  had  been  cut  by  art  down 
the  fleep  part  of  the  mountain, 
and,  whillt  in  a  date  of  perfect 
fufion,  continued  their  courfe  in 
thofe  channels,  which  were  fome- 
times  full  to  the  brim,  and  at  other 
times  more  or  led  fo,  according  to 
the  quantity  of  matter  in  motion. 

Thefe  channels,  upon  examina¬ 
tion  after  an  eruption,  I  have 
found  to  be  in  general  from  two  to 
five  or  fix  feet  wide,  and  feven  or 
eight  feet  deep  They  were  often 
hid  from  the  fight  by  a  quantity  of 
fcoriae  that  had  formed  a  crult  over 
them,  and  the  lava  having  been 
conveyed  in  a  covered  way  for  fome 
yards,  came  out  frefh  again  into 
an  open  channel.  After  an  erup¬ 
tion  1  have  walked  in  fome  of  thofe 
fubterraneous  or  covered  galleries, 
which  were  exceedingly  curiou's. 
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the  Tides,  top,  and  bottom,  being 
worn  perfe&ly  fmooth  and  even  ia 
mod  parts  by  the  violence  of  the 
currents  of  the  red-hot  lavas,  which 
they  had  conveyed  for  many  weeks 
fuccefiively ;  in  others,  the  lava 
had  incruded  the  ddes  of  thofe 
channels  with  fome  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  fcoria: :  beautifully  ramified 
white  faltsf,  in  the  form  of  drop¬ 
ping  dalaCtite5,  were  alfo  attached 
to  many  parts  of  the  ceiling  of 
thofe  galleries.  It  is  imagined 
here,  that  the  falts  of  Vefuvius  are 
chiedy  ammoniac,  though  often, 
tinged  with  green,  deep,  or  pale 
yellow,  by  the  vapour  of  various 
minerals. 

In  the  month  of  May  lad,  there 
was  a  confiderable  eruption  of 
Mount  Vefuvius,  when  1  pafled  a 
night  on  the  mountain  in  the  com¬ 
pany  of  one  of  my  countrymen,  as 
eager  as  myfelf  in  the  purfuit  of 
this  branch  of  natural  hiftory  f. 

We  law  the  operation  of  the 
lava,  in  rhe  channels  as  above- 
mentioned,  *  in  the  greatelt  per¬ 
fection  ,  but  it  was,  indeed,  owing 
to  our  perfeverance,  and  fome  de¬ 
gree  of  refolution.  After  the  lava 
had  quitted  its  regular  channels* 
it  fpread  itfelfin  the  valley,  and, 
being  loaded  with  fcoriae,  ran 
gently  on,  like  a  river  that  had 
been  frozen,  and  had  mafTes  of  ice 
floating  on  it:  the  wind  changing 


The  lad  vifit  to  the  crater  of  Veluvius  which  was  in  the  month  of  May, 
1779,  was  my  fifty-eighth,  ai  d  to  be  hire  I  have  been  four  times  as  often  on 
parts  of  the  mounain,  without  climbing  to  its  fummit,  and  after  all  am  not 
afhamed  to  own,  that  I  comprehend  very  intle  of  the  wonders  I  have  feen  in 
this  great  laboratory  of  Nature  \  yet  there  have  been  Naturalids  ol  (uch  a  won¬ 
derful  penetrating  genius  as  to  have  thought  themdlves  fuffidentlv  qualified  to 
account  for  every  hidden  phenomenon  of  V  fuyius,  after  h  ving,  literally  (peak¬ 
ing,  given  the  volcano  im  coup  d'esd. 

t  I  lent  a  large  fpecimen  of  this  curious  volcanic  production  to  the  Britifh 
Mufeum  lad  year. 

|  Mr.  Bowdler,  of  Bath. 


when 
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a  -  we  were  clofe  to  this  gentle 
ft  ream  of  lava,  which  might  be 
about  fifty  or  fixty  feet  in  breadth, 
incommoded  us  fo  much  with  its 
heat  and  fmoke,  that  we  rnuft  have 
returned  without  having  fatisfied 
our  curiofity,  had  not  our  guide  * 
propofed  the  expedient  of  walking 
acrofs  it,  which,  to  our  afloniOi- 
mer.t,  he  inftantly  put  in  exe¬ 
cution,  and  with  fo  little  difficulty, 
that  we  followed  him  without  he- 
fitation,  having  felt  no  other  in- 
convemeney  than  what  proceeded 
from  the  violence  of  the  heat  on 
our  legs  and  feet;  the  cruft  of  the 
lava  was  fo  tough,  befides  being 
loaded  with  cinders  and  fcoriss, 
that  our  weight  made  not  the  lead 
imp  re  ffi  on  on  it ;  and  its  motion 
was  fo  (low,  that  we  were  not  in 
any  danger  of  loiing  our  balance, 
and  falling  on  it :  however,  this 
experiment  Ihould  not  be  tried, 
except  in  cafes  of  real  neceffity ; 
and  i  mention  it  with  no  other 
view  than  to  point  oat  a  poffibility 
of  efc aping,  ihould  any  one  here¬ 
after,  upon  fuch  an  expedition  as 
ours,  have  the  misfortune  to  be 
inclofed  between  two  currents  of 
^lava. 

Having  thus  got  rid  of  the 
tronblefonre  heat  and  fmoke,  we 
coailed  the  river  of  lava  and  its 
channels  up  to  its  very  fource, 
within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the 
crater.  The  liquid  and  red-hot 
matter  bubbled  up  violently,  with 
a  hiding  and  crackling  noife,  like 
that  which  attends  the  playing  off 


of  an  artificial  firework,  and  by* 
the  continual  fplalhing  up  of  the 
vitrified  matter,  a  kind  of  arch  or 
dome  was  formed  over  the  crevice 
from  whence  the  lava  ififued.  It 
was  cracked  in  many  parts,  and 
appeared  red-hot  within,  like  an 
heated  oven  :  this  hollowed  hillock 
might  be  about  fifteen  feet  high, 
and  the  lava  that  ran  from  under 
it  was  received  into  a  regular  chan¬ 
nel,  raifed  upon  a  fort  of  wall  of 
fcoriae  and  cinders,  aim  oft  perpen¬ 
dicularly,  of  about  the  height  of 
eight  or  ten  feet,  refembling  much 
an  ancient  aqueduct. 

We  then  went  up  to  the  crater 
of  the  volcano,  in  which  we  found, 
as  olual,  a  little  mountain  throw¬ 
ing  lcoriae  and  red-hot  matter  with 
loud  explofions :  but  the  fmoke 
arid  fmell  of  fulphur  was  fo  into¬ 
lerable,  that  we  were  under  the 
neceffity  of  quitting  that  curious 
fpot  with  the  utmoft  precipitation. 

In  another  of  my  excurfions  to 
Mount  Vefuvius  laft  year,  I  picked 
up  fome  fragments  of  large  and 
regular  cryftals  of  dofe-grained 
lava  or  bafalt,  the  diameter  of 
which,  when  the  prifros  were  com-- 
plete,  may  have  been  eight  or  nine 
inches.  As  Vefuvius  does  not 
exhibit  any  lavas  regularly  cryfial- 
lized,  and  forming  what  are  vul¬ 
garly  called  giants  caufeways  (ex¬ 
cept  a  lava  that  ran  into  the  fea 
near  Torre  del  Greco  in  1631,  and 
which  in  a  fmall  degree  has  fuch 
an  appearance),  this  difeovery 
gave  me  the  greateft  plealhre  f. 

After 


*  Bartolomeo,  the  cyclops  of  Vefuvius,  who  has  attended  me  on  all  my 
expeditions  to  the  mountain,  and  who  is  an  excellent  guide. 

f  As  the  fragments  of  bafalt  columns,  which  I  found  on  the  cone  of  Vefu¬ 
vius,  had  been  evidently  thrown  out  of  its  crater,  may  not  lava  be  more  fubjedl 
to  cryftallize  within  the  bowels  of  a  volcano  than  after  its  emifiion,  and  having 
been  expofed  to  the  open  air  ?  And  may  not  nffiny  of  the  giants  caufeways, 

already 
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After  this  flight  {ketch  of  the 
molt  remarkable  events  on  Vefu- 
vius  fince  the  year  1767,  which  I 
flatter  myfelf  will  not  be  unac¬ 
ceptable,  as  it  may  ferve  to  connect 
what  I  am  going  to  relate  with 
what  has  already  been  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  Society  in  my  former 
letters  on  the  fame  fubjedt,  I  come 
to  the  account  of  the  late  eruption, 
which  a.ffords  indeed  ample  matter 
for  curious  fpeculation. 

As  many  poetical  defcriptions 
of  this  eruption  will  not  be  want¬ 
ing,  I  {hall  confine  mine  to  Ample 
matter  of  fadt  in  plain  prole,  and 
endeavour  to  convey  to  you.  Sir, 
as  clearly  and  as  diftindtly  as  I  am 
able,  what  1  favv  myfelf,  and  the 
impreflion  it  made  upon  me  at  the 
time,  without  aiming  in  the  leak 
at  a  flowery  flyle. 

The  ufual  fymptoms  of  an  ap¬ 
proaching  eruption,  fuch  as  rum¬ 
bling  noifes  and  exploflons  within 
the  bowels  of  the  volcano,  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  fmoke  ifluing  with  force 
from  its  crater,  accompanied  at 
times  with  an  emiflion  of  red-hoc 
fcoriae  and  allies,  were  manifefl, 
more  or  lefs,  during  the  whole 
month  of  July;  and  towards  the 
end  of  the  month,  thofe  fymptoms 
were  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree  as 
to  exhibit  in  the  night-time  the 
molt  beautiful  fireworks  that  can 
be  imagined. 

Thefe  kinds  of  throws  of  red- 
hot  fcorisc  and  other  volcanic  mat¬ 
ter,  which  at  night  are  fo  bright 
and  luminous,  appear  in  broad 
day-light  like  fo  many  black  fpots 
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in  the  mid  ft  of  the  white  fmoke; 
and  it  is  this  circumftance  that  oc« 
cafions  the  vulgar  and  falfe  fup- 
pofition,  that  volcanos  burn  much 
more  violently  at  night  than  in  the 
day-time. 

On  Thurfday,  the  5th  of  Au*. 
gull  lalt,  about  twm  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  1  perceived  from  my 
villa  at  Paufilipo.  in  the  bay  of 
Naples,  from  whence  I  have  a  fuli 
view  of  Vefuvius  (which  is  jufl: 
oppofite,  and  at  the  diftance  of 
about  fix  miles  in  a  diredf  line 
from  it)  that  the  volcano  was  in  a 
moil  violent  agitation  :  a  white 
an  i  fuipbureous  Imoke  iflued  con¬ 
tinually  and  impetuoufly  from  its 
crater,  one  puff  impelling  another, 
and  bv  an  accumulation  of  thofe 
clouds  of  fmoke  refembling  bales 
of  the  whited  cotton,  fuch  a  mafs 
of  &hem  was  fcon  piled  over  the 
top  of  the  volcano  as  exceeded  the 
height  and  fize  of  the  mountain 
itfelf  at  leafl  four  time;.  In  the 
midfl  of  this  very  white  fmoke,  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  ftones,  korise, 
and  afhes,  were  (hot  up  to  a  won¬ 
derful  height,  certainly  not  lefs 
than  two  thoufand  feet.  I  could 
alio  perceive,  by  the  h'dp  of  one 
of  Ramfden’s  moft  excellent  re- 
fradlkg  telescopes,  at  times,  a 
quantity  of  liquid  lava,  feemingly 
very  weighty,  jufl  heaved  up  high 
enough  to  clear  the  rim  of  the 
crater,  and  then  take  its  courfe  im- 
pet'uoufly  down  the  fteep  fide  of 
Vefuvius,  oppofite  to  Somma. 
boon  after  a  lava  broke  out  on  tne 
fame  fide  from  about  the  middle  of 


already  difcovered,  be  the  nuclei  of  Volcanic  mountains,  whofe  lighter  and  lefs 
folid  parts  may  have  beeh  worn  away  by  the  hand  of  time  ?  Mr.  Kaujeis  de  St. 
Fond,  in  his  curious  book  lately  publifhed,  and  infilled,  “  Recherches  fur  les 
Volcains  etaints  du  Vjvarais  de  Velay,”  gives  (p  286.)  an  example  of  bafalt 
columns,  that  are  placed  deep  within  the  crater- of  an  extinguiflied  volcano. 

fhe 
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£he  conical  part  of  the  volcano, 
and,  having  run  with  violence 
forne  hours,  ceafed  fuddenly,  juft 
before  it  had  arrived  at  the  culti¬ 
vated  parts  of  the  mountain  above 
Portici,  near  four  miles  from  the 
fpot  where  it  ijTued. 

During  this  day’s  eruption,  as  J 
have  been  credibly  informed  fince, 
the  heat  was  intolerable  at  the 
towns  of  Somma  and  Ottaiano  ; 
and  was  likewife  fenfibly  felt  at 
Palma  and  I*auro,  which  are  much 
farther  from  Vefuviu^  than  the 
former.  Minute  allies,  of  a  reddidit 
hue,  fell  fo  thick  at  Somma  and 
Ottaiano,  that  they  darkened  the 
air  in  fuch  a  manner  as  that  objects 
could  not  be  diftinguifhed  at  the 
di dance  of  ten  feet.  Long  fila¬ 
ments  of  a  vitrified  matter,  like 
fpun  glafs,  were  mixed  and  fell 
with  thefe  alhes  * ;  and  the  ful- 
phureous  fmoke  was  fo  violent, 
that  feverai  birds  in  cages  were 
fuiFptated,  the  leaves  of  the  trees 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Somma 
and  Ottaiano  were  covered  with 
white  falts  very  corrofive.  About 
two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  an 
extraordinary  globe  of  fmoke,  of  a 
very  great  diameter,  was  diftin£lly 
perceived,  by  many  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Portici,  to  iffue  from 
the  crater  of  Vefuvi us,  and  proceed 
baftily  towards  the  mountain  of 
Somma,  againfl  which  it  druck 


and  difperfed  itfelf,  haying  left  a 
train  of  white  fmoke,  marking  the 
courfe  it  had  taken  :  this  train  I 
perceived  plainly  from  my  villa, 
as  it  laded  fame  minutes;  but  I 
did  not  fee  the  globe  itfelf. 

A  poor  labourer,  who  was  mak¬ 
ing  faggots  on  the  mountain  of 
Somma,  lod  his  life  at  this  time  ; 
and  his  body  not  having  been 
found,  it  is  fuppofed  that,  fuffo- 
cated  by  the  fmoke,  he  mud  have 
fallen  into  the  valley  from  the 
craggy  rocks  on  which  he  was  at 
work,  and  been  covered  by  the 
current  of  lava  that  took  its  courfe 
through  that  valley  foon  after.  An 
afs,  that  was  waiting  for  its  mafter 
in  the  valley,  left  it  very  judi- 
ciouily  as  foon  as  the  mountain 
became  violent,  and,  arriving  fafe 
home,  gave  the  fird  alarm  to  this 
poor  man’s  family. 

It  was  generally  remarked,  that 
the  explofions  of  the  volcano  were 
attended  with  more  noife  during 
this  day’s  eruption  than  in.  any  of 
the  fucceeding  ones,  when,  mod 
probably,  the  mouth  of  Yefuvius 
was  widened,  and  the  volcanic 
matter  had  a  freer  paffage.  It  is 
certain,  however,  that  the  great 
eruption  of  1767  (which  in  every 
other  refpeft  was  mild,  when  com¬ 
pared  to  the  late  violent  eruption) 
occafioned  much  greater  concudions 
in  the  air  by  its  louder  explofions. 


#  During  an  erruption  of  the  volcano  in  the  i fie  of  Bourbon  in  1766,  fpme 
miles  o i  country,  at  the  diftance  of  fix  leagues  from  that  volcano,  were  covered 
■with  a  flexible,  capillary,  yellow  glafs,  fom'e  of  which  were  two  or  three  feet 
long,  with  f niall  vitrous  globules  at  a  little  diftance  one  from  the  other.  Count 
Buffon  fhewed  me  feme  of  this  capillary  and  flexible  glafs,  which  is  preferved  in 
the  Royal  Mufeum  at  Paris,  and  which  perfectly  refembles  the  filaments  of  vi¬ 
trified1  matter  which  fell  at  Ottaiano,  and  in  other  parts  on  the  borders  of  Vefu- 
vius  during  this  eruption.  Sorrentino,  in  his  Iftoria  del  Vefuvio,  publifhed  at 
Naples  in  17344  likewife.  mentions  vitrified  matter,  like ‘herbs  and  fir  aw,  being 
found  on  the  ground  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Vefuvius,  during  an  eruption  pf 
that  mountain  in  the  year  2724.. 

Friday. 
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Friday,  Auguft  the  6th,  thefer- 
menration  in  the  mountain  was 
lefs  violent  ;  but,  about  noon, 
there  was  a  loud  report,  at  which 
time  it  was  fuppoied,  that  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  little  mountain  within 
the  crater  had  fallen  in.  At  night 
the  throws  from  the  crater  in- 
creafed,  and  proceeded  evidently 
from  two  feparate  mouths,  which 
emitting  red-hot  fcoriae,  and  in 
different  directions,  formed  a  moll 
beautiful  and  almolt  continued  fire¬ 
work. 

On  Saturday,  Auguft  the  7th, 
the  volcano  remained  much  in  the 
fame  Hate;  but,  about  twelve 
o’clock  at  night,  its  fermentation 
increafed  greatly.  The  fecond 
fever-fit  of  the  mountain  may  be 
faid  to  have  manifefled  itfelf  at 
this  time.  I  was  watching  its  mo¬ 
tions  from  the  mole  of  Naples, 
which  has  a  full  view  of  the  vol¬ 
cano,  and  had  been  witnefs  to  fe- 
v.eral  glorious  pi&urefque  effects 
produced  by  the  reflexion  of  the 
deep  red  fre  which  iflued  from 
the  crater  of  Vefuvius,  and  mount¬ 
ed  up  in  the  midft  of  the  huge 
clouds,  when  a  fummer  dorm, 
called  here  a  tropea ,  came  on 
fuddenly',  and  blended  its  heavy 
watery  clouds  with  the  fulphureous 
and  mineral  ones,  which  were  al¬ 
ready  like  fo  many  other  moun¬ 
tains,  piled  over  the  fummit  of  the 
volcano  ;  at  this  moment  a  foun¬ 
tain  of  fire  was  fhot  up  to  an  in¬ 
credible  height,  calling  fo  bright 
a  light,  that  the  fmallefl  objeCls 
could  be  clearly  diflinguifhed  at 
any  place  within  fix  miles  or  more 
of  Vefuvius. 

The  black  iformy  clouds  palling 
fwiftly  over,  and  at  times  covering 
the  whole,  or  a  part  of  the  bright 
column  of  fire,  at  other  times 
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clearing  away,  and  giving  a  full 
view  of  it,  with  the  various  tints 
produced  by  its  reverberated  light 
on  the  white  clouds  above,  in  con¬ 
trail  with  the  pale  flalhes  of  forked, 
lightning  that  attended  the  tro¬ 
pea ,  formed  fuch  a  fcene  as  no 
power  of.  art  can  ever  exprefs. 

That  which  followed  the  next 
evening  was  furely  much  more  for¬ 
midable  and  alarming ;  but  this 
was  more  beautiful  and  fublime 
than  even  the  moll  lively  imagina¬ 
tion  can  paint  to  itfelf.  This 
great  explcfion  did  not  lafh  above 
eight  or  ten  minutes,  after  which 
Vefuvius  was  totally  eclipfed  by 
the  dark  clouds,  and  there  fell  a 
heavy  fhower  of  rain. 

Some  fcorite  and  fmall  flones 
fell  at  Cttaiano  during  this  erup¬ 
tion,  and  lorne  of  a  very  great  fize 
in  the  valley  between  Vefuvius  and 
the  Hermitage.  All  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  towns  at  the  foot  of 
the  volcano  were  in  the  greatefl 
alarm,  and  preparing  to  abandon 
their  houfes,  had  the  eruption  con¬ 
tinued  longer. 

One  of  his  Sicilian  majefly’s 
game-keepers,  who  was  out  in  the 
fields  near  Ottaiano,  whiJft  this 
combined  dorm  was  at  its  height, 
was  greatly  fufprifed  to  find  the 
drops  of  rain  fcald  his  face  and 
hands,  which  phenomenon  was 
probably  occafioned  by  the  clouds 
having  acquired  a  great  degree  of 
heat  in  paffing  through  the  above- 
mentioned  column  of  fi re.  The 
King  of  Naples  did  me  the  honour 
of  informing  me  of  this  curious 
circumllance. 

Sunday,  Augul}  the  3th,  Vefu¬ 
vius  was  quiet  till  towards  fix 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  when  a 
great  fmoke  began  to  gather  again 
over  its  crater,  and  about  an  hour 

after 
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nfter  a  rumbling'  fubterraneous 
rsoife  was  heard  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  volcano ;  the  ulual 
throws  of  red  hot  hones  and  Icorias 
began,  and  increased  every  inftanc. 
I  was  at  this  time  at  Paufilipo,  in 
the  company  of  ieveral  of  my  coun¬ 
trymen,  obferving  with  good  tele- 
fcopes  the  curious  phenomena  in 
the  crater  of  Vefuvius,  which,  with 
fuch  help,  we  could  d  idling  uiih  as 
well  as  if  we  had  been  actually 
feated  on  the  fummit  of  the  vol¬ 
cano.  The  crater  teemed  much 
enlarged  by  the  violence  of  1  all- 
sigh  Ps  exploiions,  and  the  little 
mountain  no  longer  exifted.  About 
Bine  o’clock  there  was  a  loud  re¬ 
port*  which  fhook  the  houfes  of 
Portia  and  its  neighbourhood  to 
fuch  a  degree  as  to  alarm  their  in¬ 
habitants,  and  drive  them  out  into 
the  ftreets  ;  and,  as  1  have  fmce 
feen,  many  windows  were  broken, 
and  walls  cracked,  by  the  con- 
cuffien  of  the  air  from  that  explo- 
lion,  though  faintly  heard  at  Na¬ 
ples. 

In  an  inftant  a  fountain  of  li¬ 
quid  tranfparent  fire  began  to  rife, 
and,  gradually  encreaiing,  arrived 
at  fo  amazing  a  height  as  to  ftrike 
every  one  who  beheld  it  with  the 
IP  oft  awful  aftoniihment.  I  fhaji 
Scarcely  be  credited  when  I  allure 
vou.  Sir,  that,  to  the  beft  of  my 
judgment,  the  height  of  this  ftu- 
pendous  column  of  fire  could  not 
be  lefs  than  three  times  that  of 
Vefuvius  itfelf,  which,  as  you 


know,  rifes  perpendicularly  near 
3700  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
lea  . 

Puffs  of  fmoke,  as  black,  as  can 
poftibly  be  imagined,  fucceeded 
one  another  hailily,  and  accom¬ 
panied  the  red-hot  tranfparent  and 
liquid  lava,  interrupting  its  fplen- 
did  brightnefs  here  and  there  by 
patches  of  thedarkeft  hue.  Within 
thefe  puffs  of  fmoke,  at  the  very 
moment  of  their  emiffion  from  the 
crater,  1  could  perceive  a  bright, 
but  pale  eledtrical  fire,  brifkly  play¬ 
ing  about  in  zig-zag  lines  -f* 

'The  wind  was  S.  W«  ;  and 
though  gentle,  was  fufticient  to 
carry  thefe  detached  clouds  or  puffs 
of  fmoke  out  of  the  column  of  fire  | 
and  a  colledion  of  them,  by  de¬ 
grees,  formed  a  black  and  extent 
live  curtain  (if  I  may  be  allowed 
the  expreffion)  behind  it ;  in  other 
parts  of  the  fey  it  was  perfeftly 
clear,  and  the  liars  were  bright. 

The  fiery  fountain,  of  fo  gi¬ 
gantic  a  lize,  upon  the  dark  ground 
above  mentioned,  made  the  moil 
glorious  contrail  imaginable,  and 
the  blaze  of  it  reflected  Itrongly  on 
the  fur  face  of  the  lea,  which  was 
at  that  time  perfectly  fmooth,  add¬ 
ed  greatly  to  this  fubiime  view. 

The  liquid  lava,  mixed  with 
flones  and  fcoria;,  after  having 
mounted,  I  verily  believe,  at  the 
leail  ten  thoufand  feet,  was  partly 
directed  by  the  wind  towards  Gt- 
taiano,  and  partly  falling  almoft 
perpendicularly.  Hill  red»hoc  and 


*  Se  tu  fe’  or  lettore,  a  creder  lento 
C10,  ch’e  lo  dirb,  non  f’ara  maraviglia  ; 

Che  lo,  che i’vidi  3  appena  il  mi  coniento. 

Dante  inf.  Cant.  xxv.  verfo  4S. 

p  1  mention  this  cjrcumftance  to  prove,  that  the  eleflrlcal  matter,  fo  manifeft 
during  this  eruption,  actually  proceeded  from  the  bowels  of  the  volcano,  and 
was  not  attracted  from  a  great  height  in  the  air,  and  conduced  into  its  crater 
by  tho-vaffcomum  of  fmoke. 


liquid* 
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liquid,  on  Vefuvius,  covered  Its 
whole  cone,  part  of  that  of  the 
mountain  of  Somma,  and  the  val¬ 
ley  between  them.  The  falling 
matter  being  nearly  as  vivid  and 
inflamed  as  that  which  was  conti¬ 
nually  iffuing  frefh  from  the  cra¬ 
ter,  formed  with  it  one  complete 
body  of  fire,  which  could  not  be 
lefs  than  two  miles  and  a  half  in 
breadth,  and  of  the  extraordinary 
height  above-mentioned,  calling  a 
heat  to  the  diftance  of  at  leaft  fix 
miles  around  it. 

The  bruih-wood  on  the  moun¬ 
tain  of  Somma  was  foon  in  a  blaze, 
which  flame  being  of  a  different 
tint  from  the  deep  red  of  the  mat¬ 
ter  thrown  out  of  the  volcano,  and 
from  the  filvery  blue  of  the  elec¬ 
trical  fire,  Hill  added  to  the  con¬ 
trail  of  this  moil  extraordinary 
fcene. 

The  black  cloud  increasing 
greatly  once  bent  towards  Naples, 
and  feemed  to  threaten  this  fair 
city  with  fpeedy  dellrudlion  ;  for 
it  was  charged  with  electrical  mat¬ 
ter,  which  kept  conllantiy  darting 


about  it  in  flrong  and  bright  zig¬ 
zags,  juft  like  thofe  defcribed  by 
Pliny  the  younger  in  his  letter 
to  Tacitus,  and  which  accom¬ 
panied  the  great  eruption  of  Vefu¬ 
vius  that  proved  fatal  to  his  uncle*. 
This  volcanic  lightning,  however, 
as  I  particularly  remarked,  very 
rarely  quitted  the  cloud,  but 
ufuaily  returned  to  the  great  co¬ 
lumn  of  fire  towards  the  crater  of 
the  volcano  from  whence  it  origi¬ 
nally  camef .  Once  or  twice,  in¬ 
deed,  I  faw  this  lightning  (or  fe- 
rilliy  as  it  is  called  here)  fall  on 
the  top  of  Somma,  and  fet  fire  to 
fome  dry  grafs  and  bufhesj. 

Fortunately  for  us,  the  wind  in- 
creafing  from  the  S.  W.  quarter, 
carried  back  the  threatening  cloud 
juft  as  it  had  reached  the  city,  and 
began  to  occafion  great  alarm. 
All  public  biverfions  ceafed  in  an 
infiant,  and  the  theatres  being 
fhut,  the  doors  of  the  churches 
were  thrown  open.  Numerous 
proceffions  were  formed  in  the 
ftreets,  and  women  and  children 
with  diftievelled  heads  filed  the 


*  (t  Ab  altero  latere,  nubes  atra  et  horrenda,  ignei  fpiritus  tortis  vibratifque 
difcurfibus  rupta,  in  longas  flammarum  figuras  dehifcebat  j  fulgoribus  iilae 
et  fumles  et  majores.”  Plin.  Epift. 

f  Sorrentino  mentions  the  like  obferaation.  which  he  made  during  an  erup* 
tion  of  Vefuvius  in  1707,  when  the  fame  kind  of  black  cloud  bent  over  Naples-j 
thele  are  his  words:  “  Alle  ore  19.  tutti  i  cittadmi  nelle  ofcure  tenebre  fi  tro- 
“  varono  in  mezzo  clelle  Saetre,  delle  quali,  alcune  vedeanfi  ufcir  dalla  fornace 
tc  del  Vefuvio,  e  fcorrere  fino  al  capo  di  Paufilipo,  d’onde  non  paffando  p-iti 
“  iaanzi  fuor  la  nuvola  delle  ceneri,  o  divertirfi  altronde,  indietro  per  l’ifteffa 
“  linea  tornarono  a  fcopiar  fu  la  fornace,  onde  ulcirono  :  qual  moto  retrogrado 
*£  mai  hopotuto  intendere.” 

X  Some  time  after  the  eruption  had  ceafed,  the  air  continued  greatly  impreg¬ 
nated  with  eleflrical  matter.  The  Duke  of  Cotrofiano,  a  Neapolitan  nobleman 
(who,  from  his  fupeiior  knowledge  in  expeiimental  philofophy  and  mechanics, 
does  honour  to  his  country)  told  me,  that  having,  about  half  an  hour  after  the 
great  eruption  had  ceafed,  held  a  Leyden  bottle,  armed  with  a  pointed  wire,  out 
of  his  window  at  Naples,  it  foon  became  confiderably  charged.  While  the  erup¬ 
tion  was  in  force,  its  appearance  was  too  alarming  to  allow  one  to  think  of  fuch 
expeiiments. 

air 
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air  with  their  cries*  infixing  loudly 
upon  the  relics  of  St.  januarius 
being  immediately  oppofed  to  the 
fury  of  the  mountain  :  in  fhort, 
the  populace  of  this  great  city  be¬ 
gan  to  difplay  its  ufuai  extravagant 
mixture  of  riot  and  bigotry  ;  and 
if  fomefpeedy  and  well-timed  pre¬ 
cautions  had  not  been  taken,  Na¬ 
ples  would,  perhaps,  have  been  in 
more  danger  of  fullering'  rrom  the 
irregularities  of  its  lower  clafs  of 
inhabitants  than  from  the  angry 
volcano. 

But  to  return  to  my  fabjeft  ; 
after  the  column  of  fire  had  con¬ 
tinued  in  full  force  near  half  an 
hour,  the  eruption  ceafed  all  at 
once,  and  Vefuvius  remained  fal¬ 
len  and  filent.  After  the  dazzling 
light  of  the  fiery  fountain*,  all 
jfeemed  dark  and  aifmal  except  the 
cone  of  Vefuvius,  which  was  co¬ 
vered  with  glowing  cinders  ahd 
fcorise,  from  tinder  which,  at  times, 
here  and  there,  fmali  ftreams  of 
liquid  lava  had  efcaped,  and  rol¬ 
led  down  the  deep  lid es  of  the  vol¬ 
cano.  This  feene  put  me  in  mind 
of  Martial’s  defeription  of  Etna; 

Cunda  jacent  flam  mis,  &  trifu  merfa  fa- 
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vi  la. 

Tn  the  parts  of  Naples  neared 
Vefuvius,  whilft  the  eruption  lad¬ 
ed,  a  mixed  fmell,  like  that  of 
fulphur,  with  the  vapours  of  a n 
iron-foundery,  was  fenfible;  but 
nearer  to  the  mountain  that  fmell 
was  very  offenfive,  as  I  have  often 
found  it  in  my  vifits  to  Vefuvius 
during  an  eruption. 
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Thus,  fiir,  have  I  endeavoured, 
to  convey  to  you  at  lead  a  faint 
idea  of  a  fcene  1  o  glorious  and  fu~ 
blime  as,  perhaps,  may  have  ne¬ 
ver  before  been  viewed  by  human 
eyes,  at  leaft  in  fuch  perfedlion. 

I  am  fenfible,  from  the  traces  of 
them  I  have  obferved  in  the  vol¬ 
canic  ftrata,  which  compofe  the 
greatefl  part  of  this  country,  that 
there  have  been  many  more  con- 
fiderable  eruptions  than  the  one 
juft  deferibed  ;  yet-,  moil  probably, 
thofe  very  violent  eruptions  mult 
either  have  been  attended  with 
earthquakes,  and  other  fuch  alarm¬ 
ing  circumftances,  as  to  make  the 
beholders  lefs  attentive  to  the 
beauty  of  the  feenes  fuch  pheno¬ 
mena  offered  than  to  their  own 
fafety ;  or  ciouds  of  fmoke  and 
afhes,  as  is  ufually  the  cafe  in  all 
great  eruptions,  mull;  have  fo  far 
obfeured  the  volcano,  as  to  exhi¬ 
bit  only  a  confufed  mafs  of  fire  and 
fmoke. 

Whilll  we  had  been  enjoying 
the  extraordinary  fight  of  this  gi¬ 
gantic  fountain  of  liquid  fire  in 
perfect  fafety,  the  unfortunate  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  other  fide  of  the 
mountain  of  Sornma,  particularly 
at  Ottaianoand  Caccia-bella,  were 
involved  in  that  dark  and  footy 
cloud  which  formed  fo  proper  a 
back  ground  to  our  bright  pidure, 
and  were  pelted  with  hones  and 
fcorite  of  lava;  but  I  fhalL  pre- 
fently  give  you  a  particular  dc* 
feription  of  their  truly  aiftrefsful 
fituations,  j u it  as  I  had  it  from 
many  of  the  poor  fufferers  them- 


*  The  light  difFufed  by  this  huge  column  of  fire  was  fo  flrong,  that  the  mod 
ininute  objeds  could  be  discerned  clearly  within  the  com  pals  of  ten  miles  or  more 
round  the  mountain.  Mr.  Morris,  an  Englifh  gentleman,  told  me,  that  at 
Sorrento,  which  is  twelve  miless  from  Vefuvius,  he  read  the  title  page  of  a  hook 
by  that  volcanic  light,  ^ 
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lelves,  when  I  vifited  that  part  of 
the  country  a  few  days  after  this 
eruption. 

Monday,  Aug.  9,  about  nine 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  fourth 
fever-fit  of  the  mountain  began  to 
manifeft  itfelf  by  the  ufual  lymp- 
toms,  fuch  as  a  fubterraneous  boil¬ 
ing  noife,  violent  explolions  of  in¬ 
flamed  matter  from  the  crater  of 
the  volcano,  accompanied  with 
finoke  and  allies,  which  fymptoms 
encreafed  every  inflant.  The  fmoke 
was  of  two  forts  ;  the  one  as  white 
as  fncw,  and  the  other  as  black  as 
jet. 

The  white,  as  defcribed  in  the 
former  part  of  this  journal,  rolled 
gently  mafs  over  mals,  refembling 
bales  of  the  foftefl  cotton  ;  and  the 
black,  compofed  of  fcoriae  and  mi¬ 
nute  allies,  fliot  up  with  force  in  the 
midft  of  the  white  fmoke,  which, 
from  the  minerals,  was  alfo  fome- 
times  tinged  with  yellow,  blue, 
and  green.  Prefently  fuch  a  tre¬ 
mendous  mafs  of  thefe  accumulated 
clouds  ftood  over  Vefuvius  as  Teem¬ 
ed  to  threaten  Naples  again,  and 
a&ually  made  the  mountain  itfelf 
appear  a  mole-hill. 

This  day’s  eruption  was  fimilar 
to  that  of  Thurfday  laft,  but  many 
degrees  more  violent.  Some  Hopes, 
thrown  .near  as  high  as  thofe  of 
laft  night,  fell  on  the  mountain 
of  Somma,  and  fet  fire  to  the 
brulh-wood  with  which  it  is  co¬ 
vered  ;  but  there  being  little  wind, 
and  that  weflerly,  the  volcanic 
matter  rofe  and  fell  in  a  more  per¬ 
pendicular  direflion,  and  Ottaiano 
did  not  fuffer  by  this  day’s  erup¬ 
tion  ;  but  mod  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  towns  on  the  borders  of  Ve¬ 
fuvius  fled  to  Naples,  alarmed  by 
the  tremendous  clouds,  and  the 
loud  expjofions.  • 
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We  remarked,  that  feveral  very 
large  Hones,  after  having  mounted 
to  an  immenfe  height,  formed  a 
parabola,  leaving  behind  them  a 
trace  of  white  fmoke  that  marked 
their  courfe  :  feme  burft  in  the  air 
exa&ly  like  bombs,  and  others  fell 
into  the  valley  between  Somma 
and  Vefuvius  without  burfling ; 
others  again  burfl  into  a  thoufand 
pieces  foon  after  their  emifiion  from 
the  crater:  they  might  very  pro¬ 
perly  be  called  volcanic  bombs. 

In  the  fmoke  ifluing  from  the 
crater  of  Vefuvius,  we  often  re¬ 
marked  a  fudden  brifk  and  qui¬ 
vering  motion,  which  feemed  to 
communicate  itfelf  inftantaneoufly 
from  one  cloud  to  another,  and 
fometimes  afFe&ed  thole  that  were 
very  high  in  the  great  mafs  above 
the  volcano.  Though  I  could  not 
difeern  any  electrical  fire,  yet  I 
make  no  doubt,  but  that  the  effect 
above-mentioned  was  occafionea  by 
it,  and  would  have  been  vlflble  in 
the  night-time. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  day’s  erup¬ 
tion  was  very  alarming  :  until  the 
lava  broke  out  about  two  o’clock, 
and  ran  three  miles  between  .the 
two  mountains,  we  were  in  conti¬ 
nual  apprehenfion  of  fume  fatal 
event.  It  continued  to  run  about 
three  hours,  during  which  time 
every  other  fymptom  of  the  moun¬ 
tain-fever  gradually  abated,  and 
at  feven  o’clock  at  night  all  was 
calm. 

It  was  univerfally  remarked,  that 
the  air  this  night,  for  many  hours 
after  the  eruption,  was  filled  with, 
meteors,  fuch  as  are  vulgarly  called 
falling  flars  ;  they  fhot  generally 
in  a  horizontal  direction,  leaving 
a  luminous  trace  behind  them,  but 
which  quickly  difappeared.  The 
night  was  remarkably  fin?,  flar- 
Q  '  X  <rht. 
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light,  and  without  a  cloud.  This 
kind  of  ele&rical  fire  feemed  to  be 
harmlefs,  and  never  to  reach  the 
ground  ;  whereas  that  with  which 
the  black  volcanic  cloud  of  laft 
night  was  pregnant  appeared  mif- 
chievous,  like  the  lightning  that 
attends  a  fevere  thunder  ftorm,  as 
we  fhould  undoubtedly  have  ex¬ 
perienced  had  the  eruption  conti¬ 
nued  longer,  and  the  cloud  fpread 
over  Naples.  The  fame  kind  of 
lightning  proved  fatal  to  feveral 
people,  and  did  great  damage  with¬ 
in  the  fpace  of  many  miles  round 
Vefuvius  during  its  great  eruption 
of  1631,  as  is  mentioned  in  one  of 
my  former  letters  on  this  fubjefl. 

During  this  day’s  eruption,  the 
relics  of  St.  Januarius  were  carried 
in  proceflion,  and  expofed  to  the 
furious  mountain  from  the  bridge 
of  the  Maddalena,  amidft  a  prodi¬ 
gious  concourfe  of  people,  who  are 
at  this  moment  well  convinced, 
that  to  this  ceremony  alone  Naples 
may  attribute  its  happy  efcape. 

It  was  from  their  Sicilian  ma- 
jeflies  palace  at  Paufilipo  that  I 
made  my  obfervations  on  this 
day’s  eruption,  and  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  their  majefties,  who  had 
been  pleafed  to  fend  for  me  in  the 
morning,  as  foon  as  the  volcano 
became  turbulent. 

Tuefday,  Auguft  10,  Vefuvius 
was  quiet. 

Wednefday,  Aug.  u,  about  fix 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  fifth 
and  lafl  fever-fit  of  the  mountain 
came  on,  and  gradually  encreafed. 
About  twelve  o’clock,  it  was  at  its 
height  *,  and  very  violent  indeed. 


the  explofions  being  louder  thaa 
thofe  that  attended  the  former 
eruptions :  we  could  not  judge  of 
the  height  of  the  vollies  of  ftones 

O 

and  fcoriae,  as  feme  rainy  clouds 
were  blended  with  the  volcanic 
ones,  and  hid  the  upper  part  of 
the  cone  and  crater  of  Vefuvius 
from  our  view. 

The  fame  mountains  of  white 
cotton-like  clouds,  piled  one  over 
another,  rofe  to  fuch  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  height,  and  formed  fuch  a 
coloifal  mafs  over  Vefuvius,  as 
cannot  poffibly  be  deferibed,  or 
fcarcely  imagined.  It  may  have 
been  from  a  feene  of  this  kind, 
that  the  ancient  poets  took  their 
ideas  of  the  giants  waging  war 
with  Jupiter. 

About  five  o’clock  in  the  even¬ 
ing  the  eruption  ceafed,  fome  rain 
having  fallen  this  day,  which  hav¬ 
ing  been  greatly  impregnated  with 
the  corrofive  falts  of  the  volcano, 
did  much  damage  to  the  vines  in 
its  neighbourhood. 

Thursday  and  Friday,  Aug.  12 
and  13,  Vefuvius  continued  to 
fmoke  confiderably,  and  at  times 
flight  explofions  were  heard,  like 
cannon  at  a  great  diftance;  but 
there  have  been  no  more  throws 
from  its  crater,  nor  any  flreams  of 
lava  from  its  flanks,  iince  Wed¬ 
nefday  laft. 

On  Saturday,  Aug.  15,  I  went, 
accompanied  by  Count  Lamberg, 
the  imperial  minifter  at  this  court, 
to  vifit  Ottaianoand  Caccia-bella, 
the  dilfridt  which  had  been  moft 
feverely  treated  by  the  heavy  and 
deflrudlive  fhower  of  volcanic  mat- 


*  It  has  been  remarked  by  the  oldefl  people  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Vefu- 
vius,  that  in  its  eruptions  the  volcano  is  fubjedt  to  a  enfis  at  noon  and  mid¬ 
night  ;  and  indeed,  from  my  own  obfervation,  I  believe  that  remark  to  be  well 
founded. 

ter 
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ter  from  the  crater  of  Vefuvius  lad 
Sunday  night. 

Soon  after  having  pafied  the 
town  of  Somma,  we  began  to  per¬ 
ceive  that  the  heat  of  the  fiery 
fhower  which  had  fallen  in  its 
neighbourhood  had  affe&ed  the 
leaves  of  the  trees  and  vines,  which 
we  found  ftill  more  parched  and 
fhrivelled  in  proportion  as  we  ap¬ 
proached  the  town  of  Ottaiano, 
which  may  be  about  three  miles 
from  Somma.  At  about  the  dif- 
tance  of  a  mile  from  Somma,  we 
began  to  perceive  frelh  cinders  or 
fcorite  of  lava,  thinly  fcattered  on 
the  road  and  in  the  fields.  Every 
Eep  we  advanced  we  found  them 
of  a  larger  dimenfion,  and  in 
greater  abundance.  At  the  didance 
of  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Ottaiano, 
the  foil  was  totally  covered  by 
them,  and  the  leaves  and  fruit 
were  either  entirely  dripped  from 
the  trees,  or  remained  thinly  on 
them,  fhrivelled  and  dried  up  by 
the  intenfe  heat  of  the  volcanic 
fhower. 

After  having  palled  through  the 
mod  fertile  country,  abounding 
with  trees  loaded  with  fruits  of 
evejy  kind,  and  the  mod  luxuriant 
vegetation,  through  gay  villages 
crowded  with  chearful  inhabitants, 
to  come  at  once  to  fuch  a  fcene  of 
defolation  and  mifery,  affording  to 
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our  view  nothing  but  heaps  of 
black  cinders  and  alhes,  bladed 
trees,  ruined  hou fes,  with  a  few 
of  their  fcattered  inhabitants  juft 
returned  wi*h  ghadly,  difmayed 
countenances,  to  furvey  the  ha- 
vock  done  to  their  tenements  and 
habitations,  and  from  which  they 
themfelves  had  svith  much  difficulty 
efcaped  alive  on  Sunday  lad,  was 
fuch  a  melancholy  fcene,  as  can 
neither  be  defcribed  or  forgotten. 

We  found  the  roof  of  his  Sicilian 
majedy’s  fporting  feat  at  Caccia- 
bella  much  damaged  by  the  fall  of 
large  dones  and  heavy  fcorise,  feme 
of  which,  after  having  been  broken 
by  their  fall  through  the  roof,  dill 
weighed  upwards  of  thirty  pounds. 
This  place,  in  a  direft  line,  can¬ 
not  be  lefs  than  four  miles  from  the 
crater  of  Vefuvius. 

The  mod  authentic  accounts 
have  been  received  of  the  fall  of 
fmall  volcanic  dones  and  cinders 
(fomeof  which  weighedtwoounces) 
at  Benevento,  Foggia,  and  Monte 
Mileto,  upwards  of  thirty  mile’s 
from  Vefuvius*  ;  but  what  is  mod: 
extraordinary  (as  there  was  but  lit¬ 
tle  wind  during  the  eruption  of  the 
eighth  of  Augud)  minute  alhes 
fell  thick  that  very  night  upon 
the  town  of  Manfredonia,  which  is 
at  the  didance  of  an  hundred  miles 
from  Vefuvius  f . 


*  The  Prince  of  Monte  Mileto  told  me,  that  his  for),  the  Duke  of  Popoli, 
who  was  at  Monte  Mileto  the  8th  of  Augud,  had  been  alarmed  by  the  fhower 
of  cinders  that  fell  there,  fome  of  which  he  had  lent  to  Naples,  weighing  two 
ounces  ;  and  that  dones  of  an  ounce  had  fallen  upon  an  edate  of  his  ten  mile* 
farther  off.  Monte  Mileto  is  about  thirty  miles  from  the  volcano. 

ff  The  Abbe  Galirii,  well  known  in  the  literary  world,  told  me,  that  his 
filter,  a  nun  in  a  Convent  at  Manfredonia,  had  wrote  to  enquire  after  him* 
imagining  that  Naples  mud  have  been  dedroyed,  when  they,  at  fo  great  a  dis¬ 
tance  y  had  been  fo  much  alarmed  by  a  fhower  of  minute  alhes,  which  fell  on 
that  city  at  eleven  o’clock  at  night,  Aug.  8,  as  to  open  all  the  churches,  and 
go  to  prayers.  As  the  great  eruption  happened  at  nine  o’clock  at  night,  the 
allies  mud  have  travelled  an  hundred  miles  within  the  diort  fpace  of  two  hours. 
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Thefe  fads  feem  to  confirm  the 
extreme  fuppofed  height  of  the  co¬ 
lumn  of  fire  that  iffued  from  the 
crater  of  Vefuvius  la fb  Sunday 
night,  and  are  greatfy  in  fupport 
cf  what  we  find  recorded  in  the 
hiftory  of  Vefuvius  with  refped  to 
the  fall  of  its  allies  at  an  amazing 
diftance,  and  in  a  fhort  fpace  of 
time, during  its  violent  eruptions. 

We  proceeded  from  Caccia-bella 
to  Ottaiano,  which  is  a  mile  nearer 
to  Vefuvius,  and  is  reckoned  to 
contain  twelve  thoufand  inhabi¬ 
tants.  Nothing  could  be  more 
difmal  than  the  fight  of  this  town, 
unroofed,  half  buried  under  black 
ficoriae  and  afhes ;  all  the  windows 
towards  the  mountain  broken,  and 
fame  of  the  houfes  themfelves 
burnt ;  the  ftreets  choaked  up  with 
thefe  a  files  (in  fome  that  were  nar¬ 
row,  the  ftratum  was  not  lefs 
than  four  feet  thick) ;  and  a  few  of 
the  inhabitants  juft  returned  were 
employed  in  clearing  them  away, 
and  piling  up  the  alhes  in  hillocks 
to  get  at  their  ruined  houfes. 
Others  were  ahem  bled  in  little 
groups,  enquiring  after  their  friends 
and  neighbours,  relating  each 
ether’s  woes,  crofting  themfelves, 
and  lifting  up  their  eyes  to  Heaven 
when  they  mentioned  their  mira¬ 
culous  efcapes.  Some  Monks,  who 
were  in  their  convent  during  the 
whole  of  the  horrid  Ihower,  gave 
us  the  following  particulars,  which 
they  related  with  folemnity  and 
precifion. 

The  mountain  of  Somma,  at  the 
foot  of  which  Ottaiano  is  lituated, 
hides  Vefuvius  from  its  fight,  fo 


that  till  the  eruption  became  con- 
fiderabie,  it  was  not  vifible  to 
them.  On  Sunday  night,  when 
the  noife  encreafed,  and  the  fire 
began  to  appear  above  the  moun¬ 
tain  of  Somma,  many  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  this  town  fievv  to  the 
churches,  and  others  were  prepar¬ 
ing  to  quit  the  town,  when  a  fud- 
den  violent  report  was  heard  foon 
after  which  they  found  themfelves 
involved  in  a  thick  cloud  of  fmoke 
and  minute  afhes  :  a  horrid  clafh- 
ing  noife  was  heard  in  the  air,  and 
prefently  fell  a  deluge  of  ftones 
and  large  fcorim,  fome  of  which 
fcoriae  were  of  the  diameter  of 
feven  or  eight  feet,  and  muft  have 
weighed  more  than  an  hundred 
pounds  before  they  were  broken  by 
their  fall,  as  fome  of  the  frag¬ 
ments  of  them,  which  I  picked  up 
in  the  ftreets,  ftill  weighed  upwards 
of  fixty  pounds.  When  thefe  large 
vitrified  mafies  either  ftruck  againft 
one  another  in  the  air,  or  fell  on 
the  ground,  they  broke  in  many 
pieces,  and  covered  a  large  fpace 
around  them  with  vivid  fparks  of 
fire,  which  communicated  their 
heat  to  every  thing  that  was  com- 
buftible  #.  In  an  inftant  the  town, 
and  country  about  it  was  on  fire  in 
many  parts  ;  for  in  the  vineyards 
there  were  feveral  ftraw  huts,  which 
had  been  eredted  for  the  watchmen 
of  the  grapes,  all  of  which  were 
burnt.  A  great  magazine  of  wood 
in  the  heart  of  the  town  was  all  in 
a  blaze,  and,  had  there  been  much 
v/ind,  the  flames  muft  have  fpread 
univerfally,  and  all  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  would  have  infallibly  been 


*  Thefe  mafies  were  formed  of  the  liquid  lava,  the  exterior  parts  of  which 
had  become  black  and  porous  by  cooling  in  the  long  traverfe  they  had  made 
through  the  air,  whilft  the  interior  parts,  lefs  expofed,  retained  an  extreme  heat, 

and  were  perfectly  red. 
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burnt  in  their  houfes,  for  it  was 
impoilible  for  them  to  ftir  out. 
Some  who  attempted  it  with  pil¬ 
lows,  tables,  chairs,  the  tops  of 
wine  cafks,  &c.  on  their  heads, 
were  either  knocked  down,  or 
foon  driven  back  to  their  clofe 
quarters  under  arches,  and  in  the 
cellars  of  their  houfes.  Many  were 
wounded,  but  only  two  perfons 
have  died  of  the  wounds  they  re¬ 
ceived  from  this  dreadful  volcanic 
ftiower.  To  add  to  the  horror  of 
the  fcene,  inceffant  volcanic  light¬ 
ning  was  whifking  about  the  black 
cloud  that  furrounded  them,  and 
the  fulphureous  fmell  and  heat 
would  fcarcely  allow  them  to  draw 
their  breath. 

In  this  miferable  and  alarming 
fituation  they  remained  about 
twenty-five  minutes,  when  the  vol¬ 
canic  ftorm  ceafed  all  at  once,  and 
the  frightened  inhabitants  of  Ot- 
taiano,  apprehending  a  frefh  at¬ 
tack  from  the  turbulent  mountain, 
haftily  quitted  the  country,  after 
having  depofited  the  fick  and  bed¬ 
ridden,  at  their  own  defire,  in  the 
churches. 

Had  the  eruption  lafted  an  hour 
longer,  Ottaiano  mull  have  re¬ 
mained  exa&ly  in  the  Hate  of  Pom- 
peia,  which  was  buried  under  the 
afhes  of  Vefuvius  juft  1700  years 
ago,  with  moft  of  its  inhabitants, 
whofe  bones  are  to  this  day  fre¬ 
quently  found  under  arches  and  in 
the  cellars  of  the  houfes  of  that  an¬ 
cient  city. 

We  were  told  of  many  miracles 
that  had  been  wrought  by  the 
images  of  faints  at  this  place  dur¬ 
ing  the  late  difafter  ;  but,  as  they 
are  quite  foreign  to  my  purpofe,  I 
ftiall,  as  ufual,  pafs  them  over  in 
filence. 

The  palace  of  the  Prince  of  Qt- 
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taiano  is  fituated  on  an  eminence 
above  the  town,  and  nearer  the 
mountain:  the  fteps  leading  up  to 
it,  being  deeply  covered  with  vol¬ 
canic  matter,  refembled  the  cone 
of  Vefuvius,  and  the  white  marble 
ftatues  on  the  baluftrade  made  a 
lingular  appearance  peeping  from 
under  the  black  afhes,  which  had 
entirely  covered  both  the  balu¬ 
ftrade  and  their  pedeftals.  The 
roof  of  the  palace  was  totally  de~ 
ftroyed,  and  the  windows  were 
broken  ;  but  the  houfe  itfelf,  being 
ftrongly  built,  had  not  fuffered 
much. 

We  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
here  exactly  the  quality  of  the 
dreadful  fhower,  as  the  volcanic 
matter  which  broke  through  the 
roof  of  the  palace,  and  fell  into  the 
garrets,  on  the  balconies  and  in  the 
courts,  had  not  been  removed.  It 
was  compofed  of  the  fcoriae  of 
frelh  lava  much  vitrified,  great  and 
fmali,  mixed  with  fragments  of 
ancient  folid  lavas  of  different 
forts :  many  pieces  were  enveloped 
by  the  new  lava,  which  formed  a 
cruft  about  them  ;  and  others  were 
only  llightly  varnifhed  by  the  frefti 
lava.  Thefe  kind  of  ftones  being 
very  compact,  and  lome  weighing 
eight  or  ten  pounds,  muft  have 
fallen  with  greater  force  than  th* 
heavier  fcorias,  which  were  very 
porous,  and  had  the  great  furface 
above-mentioned. 

The  palace  of  Ottaiano  is  built 
on  a  thick  ftratum  "'of  ancient 
lava,  which  ran  from  the  mountain 
of  Somma  when  in  its  aftive  vol¬ 
canic  ftate.  Under  this  ftratum 
we  were  (hewn  three  grdttoes,  from 
which  iffues  a  conltant  extreme 
cold  wind,  and  at  times  with  im- 
petudfity,  and  a  noife  like  water 
dafning  upon  rocks.  They  are 
G  3  ftiat 
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ihut  up  with  doors  like  cellars,  and 
are  made  ufe  of  as  fuch,  as  alfo  to 
keep  provifions  frefh  and  to  cool 
liquors.  I  had  never  feen  thefe 
wentciroli  before.  In  my  Jitter  to 
Dr.  Maty,  upon  the  nature  of  the 
foil  round  Naples,  I  have  mention¬ 
ed  others  of  the  fame  kind  that  I 
had  met  with  on  Vefuvius,  Etna, 
and  in  the  ifland  of  Ifchia*. 

We  obferved,  that  the  trail  of 
country  completely  covered  with  a 
Rratum  of  the  volcanic  matter 
above  mentioned  was  about  two 
sniles  and  a  half  broad,  and  as 
much  in  length,  in  which  (pace 
the  vines  and  fruit-trees  were  to¬ 
tally  ffriptof  their  leaves  and  fruit, 
and  had  the  appearance  of  being 
quite  burnt  up  ;  but,  to  my  great 
furprize,  having  vifited  that  coun¬ 
try  again  two  days  ago,  I  faw 
thofe  very  trees,  which  were  apple, 
pear,  peach,  and  apricot,  in  blcL 
ibm  again,  and  fome  with  the  fruit 
already  formed,  and  of  the  fize  of 
hazie  nuts.  The  vines  there  had 
alfo  put  forth  fsreffi  leaves,  and 
were  in  bloom.  Many  foxes, 
hares,  and  other  game,  were  de- 
ilroyed  by  the  fiery  fhower  in  the 
difirift  of  Somma  and  Octaia- 
no  f. 

His  Sicilian  majeffy,  whofe  good- 
siefs  of  heart  inclines  him  on  all 
occafions  to  (hew  his  benevolence 
and  afliit  the  unfortunate,  has  or¬ 


dered  a  confiderable  fum  of  money 
to  be  diftributed  among  the  un¬ 
happy  fufferers  of  Otcaiano  and  its 
neighbourhood. 

On  the  1 8th  of  September  X 
went  upon  Mount  Vefuvius,  ac¬ 
companied  by  Lord  Herbert  and 
my  usual  guide.  We  could  not 
poflibly  reach  its  crater,  being  co¬ 
vered  with  a  thick  fmoke,  too  fill- 
phureous  and  offenflve  to  be  en¬ 
countered  ;  neither  would  it  have 
been  prudent  to  have  ventured  up, 
had  there  not  been  that  impedi¬ 
ment,  as  it  was  evident,  from  the 
loud  reports  we  heard  from  time  to 
time,  that  there  exifted  Hill  a  great 
fermentation  within  the  bowels  of 
the  volcano.  We  therefore  con¬ 
tented  ourfelves  with  examining  the 
effects  of  the  late  extraordinary 
eruption  on  its  cone,  and  in  the 
valley  between  it  and  the  mountain 
of  Somma. 

The  conical  part  of  Vefuvius  is 
now  covered  with  fragments  of 
lava  and  fcorise,  which  makes  the 
afcent  much  more  difficult  and 
troublefome  than  when  it  was  only 
covered  with  minute  allies.  The 
particularity  of  this  laft  eruption 
was,  that  the  lava  which  ufually 
ran  out  of  the  flanks  of  the  vol¬ 
cano,  forming  cafcades,  rivers,  and 
rivulets  of  liquid  fire,  was  now 
chiefly  thrown  up  from  its  crater 
in  the  form  of  a  gigantic  fountain 


At  Cell,  in  the  Roman  State,  towards  the  Adriatic,  there  are  many  fuch 
tyentaroli $  and  the  inhabitants  of  that  town,  by  means  of  leaden  pipes,  conduct 
the  frefh  air  from  them  into  the  very  rooms  of  their  houfes,  fo  that  by  turning  a 
cock  they  can  cool  them  to  any  degree.  Some  who  have  refined  ftill  more  upon 
this  luxury,  by  fmaller  pipes,  bring  this  cold  air  under  the  dining  table,  fo  as  to 
cool  the  bottle  of  liquor  upon  it. 

■f  Having  had  the  honour  of  being  on  a  (hooting  party  lately  with  the  King  of 
Naples,  at  the  foot  of  Vefuvius  and  Somma,  feveral  dead  hares  were  found,  and 
we  killed  others  whole  backs  were  quite  bare,  the  fur  having  been  linged  off  of 
them  by  the  hot  afhes. 
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of  fire  *,  which  falling  kill  in  lame 
degree  of  fufion,  has,  in  a  man 
ner,  cafed  up  the  conical  part  of 
Vefuvius  with  a  ftratum  of  hard 
fcorice  :  on  the  fide  next  the  moun¬ 
tain  of  Somma,  that  ftratum  is 
furely  more  than  one  hundred  feet 
thick,  forming  a  high  ridge.  The 
valley  between  Vefuvius  and  Som¬ 
ma  has  received  fuch  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  lava  and  other  volcanic 
matter  during  this  la  ft  eruption, 
that  it  is  raifed,  as  is  imagined, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  or 
more.  Three  fuch  eruptions  as 
the  lak  would  completely  fill  up 
the  valley,  and,  by  uniting  Ve¬ 
fuvius  and  Somma,  form  them  into 
one  mountain,  as  they  moll  proba¬ 
bly  were  before  the  great  eruption 
in  the  reign  of  Titus.  In  fhort,  I 
found  the  whole  face  of  Vefuvius 


changed.  Thofe  curious  channels, 
in  which  the  lava  ran  in  the  month 
of  May  laft,  are  all  buried.  The 
volcano  appears  to  have  likewife 
encreafed  in  height ;  the  form  of 
the  crater  is  changed,  a  great 
piece  of  its  rim  towards  Somma 
being  wanting  ;  and  on  the  fide 
towards  the  fea  it  is  alfo  broken. 
There  are  fome  very  large  cracks 
towards  the  point  of  the  cone  of 
the  volcano,  which  makes  it  pro¬ 
bable,  that  more  of  the  borders  of 
the  crater  will  fall  in.  The  ridge 
of  frefh  volcanic  matter  on  the 
cone  of  Vefuvius  towards  Somma, 
and  the  thick  flratum  in  the 
valley,  are  likevvife  full  of  cracks, 
from  which  there  iffues  a  conftant 
fulphureous  fmoke  that  tinges  them, 
and  the  circumjacent  fcorias  and 
cinders  with  a  deep  yellow,  or 


*  Sorrentino  mentions,  in  Ills  Ikoria  del  Vefuvio,  that  the  volcano  in  1676 
vented  itfelf  in  the  like  manner:  “  Non  a  torrenti  modo  mando  fuori  le  fue 
vifeere,  rna  tutti  in  aria  menolla.”  Such  wonderful,  violent,  and  fudden  emii- 
fions  of  liquid  lava  mud  have  been  occafioned  by  feme  accidental  and  extraor¬ 
dinary  caiife  ;  and  I  was  inclined  to  think,  that  a  fudden  communicatioia  of  wa¬ 
ter  with  the  lava  in  fufion  might  be  the  occafion  of  fuch  a  phenomenon,  parti¬ 
cularly  as  we  know  that  pools  of  rain-water  have  been  found  formerly  in  ca¬ 
verns  within  the  bowels  of  Veiuvius  5  and  that  a  river,  luppofed  to  be  that  an¬ 
ciently  called  Draco,  and  which  was  buried  by  an  ancient  eruption,  burft  out 
fome  years  ago  with  fuch  force,  from  under  a  jivciliwn  of  lava  at  Fone  del  Gie— 
co,  as  to  be  fufficient  to  turn  mills  there  ;  but  a  late  curious  experiment,  men¬ 
tioned  by  Monf.  de  Faujas,  in  his  Rechercnes  fur  les  Volcans  eteints,  p.  176, 
feems  to  contradi&  my  fuppofition  ;  and  that  water  introduced  to  the  furnace  of 
a  volcano,  finding  there  a'more  rarefied  air,  would  not  produce  an  explofion. 
Monf.  Deflaudes,  Dit-eftor  of  the  Royal  Manufa&ure  of  Looking-glafs  at  St. 
Gobin,  made  the  following  experiment  in  1768,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Duke  de 
la  Rochfoucault,  Monf.  de  Faujas,  and  others.  He  poured  fome  water  upon  a 
quantity  of  glafs  in  fution,  and  which  had  been  in  that  ltate  n.  the.  ciucible  for 
twelve  hours.  The  water  did  not  occafion  the  leak  fermentation  5  but,  on  the 
contrary,  rolled  upon  its  furface,  without  even  producing  any  lmoke;  and  af¬ 
ter  having  become  feemingly  red-hot,  like  the  metal  in  fufion,  Gifappeaied  in 
about  three  minutes,  without  having  occafioned  tne  leak  explofion.  Ir  the  gieat 
emifiions  of  lava  above-mentioned  were  not  then  occafioned  by  water  mixing  with 
the  lava,  may  not  they  have  been  produced  by  violent  fubterraneous  exhalations 
having  forced  their  way  into  the  cauldron  of  the  volcano  (if  I  may  be  allowed 
the  exqneflion)  replete  with  matter  in  fufion,  and  blown  its  whole  contents,  with 
whatever  oppofed  its  pafiage^  at  once  into  the  air  ? 
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fern  climes  a  white  tint.  Thefe  Iaft- 
mentioned  cracks,  though  deep, 
do  not,  as  I  apprehend*  pafs  the 
ftratum  formed  by  the  lad  erup¬ 
tion,  and  which,  from  its  extreme 
thicknefs,  particularly  in  the  val¬ 
ley,  will  probably  retain  a  great 
degree  of  heat  for  fome  years  to 
come,  as  did  a  thick  ftratum  of 
lava  that  ran  into  the  fojje  grande 
in  the  year  1767. 

The  number  and  fize  of  the 
Hones,,  or,  more  properly  fpe air¬ 
ing,  of  the  fragments  of  lava  which 
have  been  thrown  out  of  the  vol¬ 
cano  in  the  courfe  of  the  lad  erup¬ 
tion,  and  which  lie  fcattered  thick 
on  the  cone  of  Vefuvius,  and  at 
the  foot  of  it,  is  really  incredible. 
The  larged  we  meafured  was  in 
circumference  no  lefs  than  one 
hundred  and  eight  Englifh  feet, 
and  feventeen  feet  high.  It  is  a 
folid  block,  and  is  much  vitrified  : 
In  fome  parts  of  it  there  are  large 
pieces  of  pure  glafs,  of  a  brown 
yellow  colour,  like  that  of  which 
cur  common  bottles  are  made,  and 
throughout  its  pores  feem  to  be 
filled  with  perfect  vitrifications  of 
the  fame  fort.  The  fpot  where 
It  alighted  is  plainly  marked  by  a 
deep  impreffion  almoft  at  the  foot 
of  the  cone  of  the  volcano,  and  it 
took  three  bounds  before  it  fettled, 
as  is  plainly  perceived  by  the 
marks  it  has  left  on  the  ground, 
arid  by  the  ftones  which  it  has 
pounded  to  atoms  under  its  prodi¬ 
gious  weight.  When  we  confider 
the  enormous  fize  and  weight  of 
fuch  a  folid  mafs,  thrown  at  leaft 
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a  quarter  of  a  mile  clear  of  the 
mouth  of  the  volcano,  we  can 
but  admire  the  wonderful  powers 
of  nature,  of  which,  being  fo  very 
feldom  within  the  reach  of  humaa 
infpe&ion,  we  are  in  general  too 
apt  to  judge  upon  much  too  fmall 
a  fcale. 

Another  folid  block  of  ancient: 
lava,  fixty-fix  feet  in  circumference, 
and  nineteen  feet  high,  being 
nearly  of  a  fpherical  fliape,  was 
thrown  out  at  the  fame  time,  and 
lies  near  the,  former.  This  hone, 
which  has  the  marks  of  having 
been  rounded,  nay,  almoft  polilh- 
ed,  by  continual  rolling  in  tor¬ 
rents,  or  on  the  fea-fhore,  and 
which  yet  has  been  fo  undoubtedly 
thrown  out  of  the  volcano,  may 
be  the  fubjedt  of  curious  fpecula- 
tions Another  block  of  folid 
lava  that  was  thrown  much  farther, 
and  lies  in  the  valley  between  the 
cone  of  Vefuvius  and  the  Hermi¬ 
tage,  is  fixteen  feet  high,  and 
ninety-two  feet  in  circumference, 
though  it  plainly  appears,  by  the 
large  fragments  that  lie  round, 
and  were  detached  from  it  by  the 
ihock  of  its  fall,  that  it  mail  have 
been  twice  as  confiderable  when  in 
the  air. 

There  are  thoufands  of  very 
large  fragments  of  different  fpe- 
cies  of  ancient  and  modern  lavas, 
that  lie  fcattered  by  the  date  explo- 
fions  on  the  cone  of  Vefuvius,  and 
in  the  vallies  at  its  foot  ;  but  thefe 
three  were  the  largelt  of  thofe  we 
meafured  f. 

We 


*  Or  may  not  this  done  be  a  fpherical  volcanic  bafait,  finch  as  one  of  forty- 
five  feet  in  circumference,  defcribed  by  Motif.  Faujas  de  St.  Fond,  in  p.  155  of 
his  curious  book  on  the  fubjefl  of  extinguished  volcanos  ? 

t  We  meafured  two  other  ftones  in  the  valley  between  Soinma  and  Vefyvius ; 
the  one  was  twenty-two  feet  and  a  half  lonsr3  thirteen  feet  and  a  half  broad*  and 

ten 
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We  found  alfo  many  fragments 
of  thofe  volcanic  bombs  that  burfl 
in  the  air,  as  mentioned  in  the 
former  part  of  this  journal  ;  and 
fome  entire,  having  fallen  to  the 
ground  without  burfting.  The 
frefn  red-hot  and  liquid  lava  hav¬ 
ing  been  thrown  up  with  number- 
Jefs  fragments  of  ancient  lavas,  the 
latter  were  often  clofely  enveloped 
by  the  former;  and  probably  when 
fuch  fragments  *of  lava  were  po¬ 
rous  and  full  of  air  bubbles,  as  is 
often  the  cafe,  the  extreme  out¬ 
ward  heat  fuddenly  rarefying  the 
confined  air,  caufed  an  e*plo/ion. 
When  thefe  fragments  were  of  a 
more  compact  lava  they  did  not 
explode,  but  were  limply  enclofed 
by  the  frefh  lava,  and  acquired  a 
fpherical  form  by  whirling  in  the 
air,  or  rolling  down  the  deep  Tides 
of  the  volcano. 

The  jfhell  or  outward  coat  of  the 
bombs  that  burft,  and  of  which  we 
found  feveral  pieces,  was  always 
compofed  of  frefh  lava,  in  which 
many  fplintersof  the  more  ancient 
lava  that  had  been  enclofed  are 
feen  flicking.  I  was  muchpleafed 
with  this  difcovery,  having  been 
greatly  puzzled  for  an  explanation 
of  this  volcanic  operation,  which 
was  new  to  me,  and  which  was 
very  frequent  during  the  eruption 
of  the  9th  of  Auguft. 

The  phenomenon  of  the  natural 
fpun-glafs  which  fell  at  Otcaiano 
with  the  afhes  on  the  5th  of  Au¬ 
guft:,  was  likewife  clearly  explain¬ 
ed  to  me  here.  I  have  already 
mentioned,  that  the  lava  thrown  > 
up  by  this  eruption  was  in  general 
more  perfectly  vitrified  than  that 
of  any  former  eruption,  which  ap¬ 
peared  plainly  upGn  a  nearer  ex- 
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amination  of  the  fragments  of  frefli 
lava,  the  pores  of  which  we  gene¬ 
rally  found  full  of  a  pure  vitrifica¬ 
tion,  and  the  fcorie  themfelves, 
upon  a  clofe  examination  with  a 
magnifying  glafs,  appeared  like  a 
confufed  heap  of  filaments,  of  a 
foul  vitrification.  When  a  piece 
of  the  folid  frefh  lava  had  been 
cracked  in  its  fall  without  feparat- 
ing  entirely,  we  always  faw  capil¬ 
lary  fibres  of  perfect  glafs,  reach¬ 
ing  from  fide  to  fide  within  the 
cracks.  If  I  may  be  allowed  a 
mean  comparifon,  which,  however, 
conveys  the  idea  of  what  1  wifh  to 
explain  better  than  any  other  I  can. 
think  of,  this  lava  refembled  a 
rich  Parmefan  cheefe,  which,  when 
broken  and  gently  feparated,  fpins 
out  tranfparent  filaments  from  the 
little  cells  that  contained  the  clam¬ 
my  liquor  of  which  thofe  filaments 
were  compofed.  The  natural  fpun- 
glafs  then  that  fell  at  Ottaiano 
during  this  eruption,  as  well  as 
that  which  fell  in  the  ifle  of  Bour¬ 
bon  in  the  year  1766,  mull  have 
been  formed  moll  probably  by  the 
operation  of  fuch  a  fort  of  lava 
as  has  been  juft:  defcribed,  crack¬ 
ing  and  feparating  in  the  air  at 
the  time  of  its  emiftion  from 
the  craters  of  the  volcanos,  and 
by  that  means  fpinning  out  the 
pure  vitrified  matter  from  its  pores 
or  cells,  the  wind  at  the  fame 
time  carrying  off  thofe  filaments  of 
glafs  as  fait  as  they  were  pro¬ 
duced. 

1  obferved  flicking  to  fome  very 
large  fragments  of  the  new  lava, 
which  were  of  a  clofe  grain,  fome 
pieces  of  a  fubftance,  whofe  tex¬ 
ture  very  much  refembled  that  of  a 
true  pumice-ftone ;  and  upon  a 


ten  feet  high  ;  the  other  eleven  feet  and  a  half  high,  and  feventy-two  feet  in 
circumference. 
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clofe  examination,  and  having  fe- 
parated  them  from  the  lava,  1  per¬ 
ceived  that  this  fub fiance  had  aclu- 
ally  been  forced  out  of  the  minute 
pores  of  the  folid  Hone  itfelf,  and 
was  a  collection  of  fine  vitreous 
£bres  or  filaments,  confounded  to¬ 
gether  at  the  time  of  their  being 
prefied  out  by  the  contraction  of 
the  large  fragments  of  lava  in. 
cooling,  and  which  had  bent  down¬ 
wards  by  their  own  weight.  This 
curious  fuhftance  has  the  lightnefs 
of  a  pumice,  and  refembles  it  in 
every  refpedf,  except  being  of  a 
darker  colour. 

When  the  pores  of  the  frefh  folid 
lava  were  large  and  filled  with  pure 
nitrified  matter,  we  found  that 
matter  fometimes  blown  into  bub¬ 
bles  on  its  furface,  I  fuppoie  by 
the  air  which  had  been  forced  out 
at  the  time  the  lava  contracted  it¬ 
felf  in  cooling  :  thofe  bubbles  be¬ 
ing  thin,  lhewed  that  this  volcanic 
glafs  has  the  kind  of  tranfparency 
of  our  common  glafs  bottles,  and 
is  like  them  of  a  dirty  yellow  co¬ 
lour.  I  detached  with  a  hammer 
fome  large  pieces  of  this  kind  of 
glafs,  as  big  as  my  lift,  which  ad¬ 
hered  to,  and  was  incorporated 
with,  fome  of  the  larger  fragments 
of  lava,  and,  though  of  the  fame 
kind,  [from  their  thieknefs  they 
appeared  perfectly  black,  and  were 
opaque. 

Another  particularity  is  remark¬ 
able  in  the  lava  of  this  eruption  : 
many  detached  pieces  of  it  are  in 
the  fhape  of  a  barley-corn,  or  of  a 
plumb- hone,  fmall  at  each  end, 
and  thick  in  the  middle.  We 
picked  up  feveral,  and  faw  many 
more  which  were  too  heavy  for  us 
to  carry  off,  for  they  mu  ft  have 
weighed  more  than  fixty  pounds; 
fome  of  the  fmaller  ones  did  not 


weigh  an  ounce.  I  fuppofe  them, 
to  be  drops  from  the  liquid  foun¬ 
tain  of  fire  of  the  8th  of  Auguft, 
which  might  very  naturally  acquire 
fuch  a  form  in  their  fall;  but  the 
peafants  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Vefuvius  are  well  convinced  that 
they  are  the  thunder  bolts  that  fell 
with  the  volcanic  lightning. 

We  found  many  of  the  volcanic 
bombs,  or,  properly  fpeaking, 
round  balls  of  frefn  lava,  large 
and  fmall ;  all  of  which  have  a 
nucleus,  compofed  of  a  fragment 
of  more  ancient  and  folid  lava. 
There  were  alfo  fome  other  cu¬ 
rious  vitrifications,  very  different 
from  any  I  had  ever  feen  before, 
mixed  with  the  late  fallen  fhower 
of  huge  /caries  and  mafles  of  lava. 

Though  I  have  endeavoured  to 
be  as  particular  andclear  as  poiiibfe 
in  the  description  I  have  given  of 
the  curious  fubftances  produced  by 
the  late  eruption  of  Vefuvius,  yet, 
as  fpecimens  of  thofe  fubftances 
will  explain  more  at  one  fight 
than  I  can  pretend  to  do  by  whole 
pages  in  writing,  1  fhall  not  fail 
to  fend  you,  by  the  firft  favourable 
opportunity,  a  collection  of  them, 
which  I  have  fet  apart  for  that 
purpofe,  particularly  as  I  flatter 
myfclf  they  may  ferve  togive  fome 
light  into  a  hitherto  obfcure  fob- 
jedt:  I  mean,  the  nature  and  man¬ 
ner  of  the  formation  of  pumice- 
ftones. 

Vefuvius  continues  to  fmoke 
confiderably,  and  we  had  a  flight 
fhock  of  an  earthquake  yefteraay  ; 
fo  that  I  do  not  think,  notwith- 
flanding  the  late  eruptions  having 
been  fo  very  confiderable,  that  the 
volcano  has  vented  itfelf  fo  fuffi- 
ciently  as  to  remain  long  quiet. 

I  muft  now.  Sir,  beg  your  par¬ 
don  if  l  have  trefpafled  too  much 
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HIST  O  R  Y. 


N  ATUR  A  L 

upon  your  time  :  I  meant  to  be 
fnort,  clear,  and  explicit ;  and  if, 
by  aiming  at  the  two  latter,  I  have 
failed  in  the  former,  I  hope  I  fhall 
be  excufed,  and  that  you  will  pleafe 
to  take  the  will  for  the  deed. 

I  am.  &c. 


Relation  of  the  recent  Eruption  of 
Mount  iEtna. 

O  WARDS  the  end  of 
January,  many  reiterated 
fhocks  of  an  earthquake  were  felt 
in  different  parts  of  Sicily  ;  and 
from  that  time  it  was  obferved, 
that  iEtna  emitted  a  thick  fmoke 
from  its  center,  which  extended 
commonly  to  the  eaft.  A  new 
eminence  was  next  obferved  on 
the  weftern  fide  of  the  mountain, 
vifible  at  the  diflance  of  more  than 
50  miles,  the  certain  fign  of  a  lo¬ 
cal  explofion. 

The  28th  of  March  and  the  8th 
of  April,  the  earthquakes  were  felt 
with  more  violence,  in  diredlion 
from  north  to  fouth,  and  the  fmoke 
of  the  volcano  augmented  con- 
fiderably ;  infomuch  that,  on  the 
28th  of  April,  it  was  perceived  to 
rife  from  the  crater  in  the  form  of 
a  ftraight  and  lofty  pine,  its  head 
loft  in  the  clouds,  and  calling  out 
fmali  fragments  of  a  bituminous 
pumice-ftone  to  the  circumference 
of  more  than  twenty  miles.  This 
continued  till  the  17th  of  May, 
when  the  fmoke  fuddenly  ceafed. 

The  1 8th  of  May,  towards  noon, 
aviolent  (hock  with  afubterranequs 
trembling  was  heard  on  the  moun¬ 
tain,  and  at  fix  in  the  evening  a 
mouth  appeared  at  the  foot  of 
an  ancient  extinguished  volcano, 
called  Mount  Frumento,  very  near 
the  confines  of  the  fecond  region 
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of  ALtna..  i  re  !:■  eweri  Vo: a  ft 

like  a  river,  and,  e>;  ■  :  ,  a  neb  h- 

bouring  valley,  called  Del  U'dfi- 
enza,  it  overran,  in  an  inft--.it, 
the  fpace  of  half  a  league  in  the 
plain  del  Carpintero  an  Te 
Mandre  del  Favo,  and  then  pre¬ 
cipitated  itfelf  into  the  valley  del 
Neve,  rifing  to  the  height  of  a 
hundred  feet. 

At  nine  o’clock  the  mountain 
opened  at  two  places  lower  ftili, on 
the  land  called  li  Scoperti  di  Pa¬ 
lermo.  Thefe  two  openings,  be¬ 
ing  very  near  each  other,  foon 
formed  but  one,  the  fire  taking  a 
direction  to  the  weft,  where  the 
fir  ft  lava  flowed  They  each  united 
in  the  plain  called  de  Santi,  and 
overran  the  fpace  of  one  third  of  a 
mile.  The  fir  ft  lava  again  fepa- 
rated  itfelf  from  the  others,  con¬ 
tinuing  its  courfe  alone  in  the 
valley  del  Udfienza,  where  it  flow¬ 
ed  again,  although  more  flowly, 
threatening  the  country  of  la 
Malta,  and  the  lands  of  the  Ca¬ 
valier,  which  belong  to  the  Bene¬ 
dictines  of  Catania.  The  two 
other  lavas  took  a  direction  to¬ 
wards  Mount  Parmentelli ;  thebafe 
of  which,  to  the  extent  of  about 
two  miles,  they  quite  furrounded, 
then  flowing  by  the  eail  of  Mount 
del  Mazzo,  they  exte  ded  along 
the  vineyards  of  Rugalira,  and, 
after  having  fuccelfively  overrun, 
the  fpace  of  three  leagues,  they 
flopped  on  the  25th  of  May.  The 
greateit  breadth  of  this  branch  was 
one  mile,  and  its  elevation  about 
five  feet. 

During  the  night  of  the  26th,  a 
new  mouth  opened  at  the  toot  of 
Mount  Parmentelli,  in  the  middle 
of  the  lava.  This  volcano,  for 
more  than  an  hour,  threw  out 
ftones  of  a  prodigious  fize,  and  to 

a  very 
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si  very  eoniiderable  height.  The 
fire  next  opened  itfelf  a  pafiage, 
dividing  into  two  branches,  the 
j&rft  to  the  welt  of  the  Mount  del 
Mazzo,  which  it  enclofed,  and  the 
^  ©ther  along  the  wood  and  vine¬ 
yards  of  Rugaiira  for  about  a 
league. 

At  the  end  of  five  days  the  fire 
learned  to  be  dlrainifhed,  and  ad- 
Tranced  but  very  flowly  ;  but  it  was 
foon  perceived  again  in  a  very 
fen.fible  degree ;  and  on  the  5th 
©f  this  month  [July]  threw  out 
inch  a  prodigious  quantity,  that 
the  arm  of  the  lava,  which  was 
then  only  thirty  feet  broad,  aug¬ 
mented  to  fifty,  in  about  half  an 
hour,  and  it  fail  continues  with 
the  fame  force.  But  as  it  finds 
the  firft  lava  cooled,  it  runs  upon 
it,  railing  it  to  the  height  of  more 
than  thirty  feet,  in  throwing  it  up. 
forward,  and  on  the  fides ;  fo  that 
if  the  refifiance  this  new  lava  is 
©bilged  to  combat  retards  its  pro- 
grefs,  it  neverthelefs  extends  it  in 
"breadth,  and  produces  the  fame 
defir  active  effefts. 

On  the  furface  of  this  lava,  in 
almofi  its  whole  extent,  we  obferve 
evaporations,  or  globes  of  fire  of 
different  colours,  according  to  the 
greater  or  lefs  quantity  of  bitumen, 
fulphur,  arfenic,  and  vitriol,  of 
which  the  mafs  is  compofed,  and 
which  the  chymifis,  who  have  ana¬ 
lyzed  it,  fay  is  very  plentiful. 

The  damage  already  caufed  by 
this  eruption  is  efiimated  at  4.0,00© 
Sicilian  crowns ;  but  many  perfons 
apprehend  it  to  be  more  confi- 


derable.  The  lava  continues  its 
courfe  towards  Palermo,  from 
whence  it  is  now  diftant  no  nore 
than  eight  miles;  and  this  is  the 
richeft  and  beft  cultivated  country 
of  Mount  iEtna. 


Of  tbs  Ejfeffs  of  Volcanos ,  and  of 
the  hot  Springs ,  in  Iceland.  From 
Dr.  Von  TroilT  Letters. 

WE  caft  anchor  not  far  from 
Befleftedr;  the  dwelling- 
place  of  the  celebrated  Sturlefon, 
where  we  found  two  tradls  of  lava 
called  Gorde  and  Hualey-re -Hrann , 
(for  what  we  and  the  Italians  call 
lava  is  in  Iceland  called  Hraun , 
from  Hrinna ,  to  flow)  of  which 
the  laft  particularly  was  remark¬ 
able,  frnce  we  found  there,  befides 
a  whole  field  covered  with  lava, 
which  mull  have  been  liquid  in  the 
higheft  degree,  whole  mountains 
of  tuff.  Chance  had  dire&ed  us 
exadtly  to  a  fpoton  which  vve  could, 
better  than  on  any  other  part  of 
Iceland,  corifider  the  operations  of 
a  fire  which  had  laid  wafie  a  tradt 
of  ten  or  twelve  miles*.  We  fpent 
feveral  days  here  in  examining 
every  thing  with  fo  much  the  more 
pleafure ;  for  we  found  ourfelves, 
as  it  were,  in  a  new  world. 

We  had  now  feen  almofi  all  the 
eftedts  of  a  volcano,  except  the 
crater,  from  which  the  fire  had 
proceeded  :  in  order  therefore  to 
examine  this  likewife,  we  under¬ 
took  a  journey  of  twelve  days  to 
Mount  Heckla  itfelf ;  we  travelled 


The  miles  mentioned  by  Dr.  Troil  are  always  Swedifh,  ten  and  a  half  of 
which  are  equal  to  a  degree  on  one  of  thfe  great  circles  of  the  globe  ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  one  Swedifh  mile  is  nearly  equal  to  fix  English  ftatute-miles.  Ten  or 
twelve  miles  are  therefore  fix  ty  or  feventy-two  Englifh  miles. 
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fifty  or  fixty  miles  *  over  an  un¬ 
interrupted  tradl  of  lava,  and 
gained  the  plcafure  of  being  the 
firffc  who  ever  reached  the  fummit 
of  this  celebrated  volcano.  The 
caufe  that  no  one  had  been  there 
before  is  partly  founded  in  fuper- 
ftition,  and  partly  in  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  the  afcent  before  the 
laft  eruption  of  fire.  There  was 
not  one  of  our  company  who  did 
not  wiffi  to  have  his  cloaths  a  little 
figned,  only  for  the  fake  of  feeing 
Heckla  in  a  blaze;  and  we  almoft 
flattered  ourfelves  with  this  hope, 
for  the  bifhop  of  Skallholt  had 
informed  us  by  letter,  in  the 
night  between  the  5th  and  6th  of 
September,  the  day  before  our 
arrival,  flames  had  proceeded  from 
it  ;  but  now  the  mountain  was 
more  quiet  than  we  wiffied.  We 
however  paffed  our  time  very 
agreeably,  from  one  o’clock  in 
the  night  till  two  next  day,  in 
vifiting  the  mountain.  We  were 
even  fo  happy,  that  the  clouds 
which  covered  the  greateft  part  of 
it  difperfed  towards  evening,  and 
procured  us  the  moft  extenfive 
profpeCt  imaginable.  The  moun¬ 
tain  is  fomething  above  five  thou- 
fand  feet  high,  and  feparates  at 
the  top  into  three  points,  of  which 
that  in  the  mi  (Lie  is  the  higheft. 
The  moft  inconfiderable  part  of 
the  mountain  confifts  of  lava,  the 
reft  is  alhes,  with  hard,  folid  ftones 
thrown  from  the  craters,  together 
with  fome  pumice  ftones,  of  which 
we  found  only  a  fmall  piece,  with 
a  little  native  fulphur.  A  de- 
fcription.  of  the  various  kinds  of 
ftones  to  be  found  here  would  be 
too  prolix,  and  partly  unintelli¬ 
gible  ;  and  I  fo  much  the  more 
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willingly  omit  it,  as  I  hope  to 
fatisfy  your  curiofity,  as  foon  as 
the  colle&ion  I  made  of  them  ar¬ 
rives  in  Sweden. 

Amongft  many  other  craters  or 
openings,  four  were  peculiarly  re¬ 
markable  ;  the  firft,  the  lava  of 
which  had  taken  the  form  of  Hacks 
of  chimneys,  half  broken  down; 
another,  from  which  water  had 
ftreamed  ;  a  third,  all  the  ftones 
of  which  were  red  as  brick ;  and 
laftly,  one  from  which  the  lava 
had  burft  forth  in  a  ftream,  and 
was  divided  at  fome  diftance  into 
three  arms.  I  have  faid  before, 
that  we  were  not  fo  happy  to  fee 
Heckla  vomit  fire  ;  but  there  were 
fufficient  traces  of  its  burning  in¬ 
wardly  ;  for  on  the  upper  half  of 
it,  covered  over  with  four  or  five 
inches  deep  of  fnow,  wre  frequently 
obferved  fpots  without  any  fnow; 
and  on  the  higheft  point,  where 
Fahrenheit’s  thermometer  was  at 
240  in  the  air,  it  rofe  to  1 53^ 
when  it  was  fet  down  on  the 
ground  ;  and  in  fome  little  holes 
it  was  fo  hot,  that  we  could  no 
longer  obferve  the  heat  with  a 
fmall  pocket  thermometer.  It  is 
not  known  whether,  ftnce  the  year 
1693,  Heckla  has  been  burning 
till  1766,  when  it  began  to  vomit 
flames  on  the  firft  of  April,  burnt 
for  a  long  while,  and  deftroyed  the 
country  many  miles  around.  Laft 
December  fome  flames  like  wife 
proceeded  from  it  ;  and  the  people 
in  the  neighbourhood  believe  it 
will  begin  to  burn  again  very  foon, 
as  they  pretend  to  have  obferved, 
that  the  rivers  thereabouts  are 
drying  up.  It  is  believed  that  this 
proceeds  from,  the  mountain’s  at¬ 
tracting  the  water,  and  is  confi- 


*  Three  hundred  or  three  hundred  and  fixty  Englifh  miles. 
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dered  as  a  certain  fign  of  an  im¬ 
pending  eruption.  Befides  this, 
the  mountains  of  Myvat.a  and 
Kattlegia  are  known  in  this  cen¬ 
tury,  on  account  of  the  violent 
eruptions  of  the  former,  between 
the  years  1730  and  174°*  of 

the  latter  in  1756. 

But  permit  me.  Sir,  to  omit  a 
farther  account  of  the  volcano  at 
this  time in  order  to  fpeak  of 
another  effect  of  the  fire,  which  is 
more  curious  and  as  wonderful  as 
the  firft,  therefore  mull  be  the 
more  remarkable,  as  there  is  not 
in  any  part  of  the  known  world 
any  thing  that  refembles  it  ;  I 
mean  the  hot  fprings  of  water 
which  abound  in  Iceland  f. 

They  have  different  degrees  of 
warmth,  and  are  on  that  account 
divided  by  the  inhabitants  them- 
felves  into  lauger ,  or  warm  baths, 
and  huerer ,  or  fprings  that  throw 
up  the  water  to  a  confiderable 
height ;  the  firft  are  found  in  feve- 
ral  other  parts  of  Europe,  though 
I  do  not  believe  that  they  are  em¬ 
ployed  to  the  fame  purposes  in  any 
other  place ;  that  is  to  fay,  the 
inhabitants  do  not  bathe  in  them 
here  merely  for  their  health,  but 
they  are  likewife  the  occafion  for  a 
fcene  of  gallantry.  Poverty  pre¬ 
vents  here  the  lover  from  making 
prefencs  to  his  fair  one,  and  nature 
prefen ts  no  flowers  of  which  gar¬ 
lands  elfewhere  are  made  :  it  is 
therefore  cuftomary,  that  inftead  of 
all  this  the  fwain  perfectly  cleanfes 
one  of  thefe  baths,  which  is  to  be 
afterwards  honoured  with  the  vifits 
of  his  bride.  The  other  kind  of 
fprings  mentioned  above  deferves 


more  attention.  I  have  feen  a 
great  number  of  them  ;  but  will 
only  fay  fomething  of  three  of  the 
moll  remarkable.  Near  Lauger- 
vatn,  a  fmall  lake  of  about  a  mile 
in  circumference,  which  is  about 
two  days  journey  diflan t  from. 
Heck  la,  I  faw  the  firft  hot  fpouting 
fprings ;  and  I  mult  confefs  that  it 
was  one  of  the  molt  beautiful  fights 
I  ever  beheld.  The  morning  was 
uncommonly  clear,  and  the  fun 
had  already  begun  to  gild  the  tops 
of  the  neighbouring  mountains  ; 
it  was  fo  perfect  a  calm,  that  the 
lake  on  which  fome  fwans  were 
fwimming  was  as  fmooth  as  a 
looking-glafs,  and  round  about  it 
arofe,  in  eight  different  places,  the 
fleam  of  the  hot  fprings,  which 
loft  itfelf  high  in  the  air. 

Water  was  fpouting  from  all 
thefe  fprings  ;  but  one  in  parti¬ 
cular  continually  threw  up  in  the 
air  a  column  from  iB  to  24  feet 
high,  and  from  6  to  8  feet  dia¬ 
meter  ;  the  water  was  extremely 
hot.  A  piece  of  mutton,  and  fome 
falmon  trouts,  as  likewife  a  ptar¬ 
migan,  were  almoft  boiled  to 
pieces  in  fix  minutes,  and  tailed 
excellently.  I  wilh  it  was  in  my 
power.  Sir,  to  give-  you  a  defcrip® 
tion  of  this  place  as  it  deferves  ; 
but  I  fear  it  would  always  remain 
inferior  in  point  of  expreffion.  So 
much  is  certain  at  leaft,  nature 
never  drew  from  any  one  a  more 
chearful  homage  to  her  .  great 
Creator  than  I  here  paid  him. 

At  Reikum  was  another  fpout  of 
the  fame  fort ;  the  water  of  which, 
I  was  allured,  rofe  to  60  cV  70  feet 
perpendicular  height  fome  years 


*  Dr.  Troil  treats  more  at  large  of  the  Icelandic  volcanoes  in  his  i8th  and 
j^th  letters  j  and  in  the  20th  he  fpeaks  more  particularly  of  mount  Heckla. 
f  The  2 1  ft  letter  treats  more  fully  of  the  hot  fprings  in  Iceland, 
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ago;  bat  a  fall  of  earth  having 
almoft  covered  the  whole  opening, 
it  now  fpouted  only  between  54 
and  60  feet  fideways.  We  found 
here  a  great  many  petrified  leaves 
in  this  place,  as  likewife  fome  na¬ 
tive  fulphur,  of  which  alfo  the  wa¬ 
ter  had  a  much  Wronger  tafte  than 
any  where  elfe. 

T  have  referved  the  mod  remark¬ 
able  water-fpout  for  the  end;  the 
defcription  of  which  will  appear  as 
incredible  to  you  as  it  did  to  me, 
could  I  not  allure  you  that  it  is  all 
perfectly  true,  for  I  would  not 
aver  any  thing  but  what  I  have 
feen  myfelf.  At  Geyfer,  not  far 
from  Skallbolt,  one  of  the  epif- 
copal  fees  in  Iceland,  a  mod  ex¬ 
traordinary  large  fpouting  fountain 
is  to  be  feen,  with  which  the  cele¬ 
brated  water-works  at  Marley  and 
St.  Cloud,  and  at  Caffel,  and  Her- 
renhaufen  near  Hanover,  can  hardly 
be  compared.  One  fees  here,  within 
the  circumference  of  half  a  mile  *, 
4©  or  50  boiling  fprings  together, 
which,  I  believe,  all  proceed  from 
one  and  the  fame  refervoir.  In 
fome  the  water  is  perfe&ly  clear, 
in  others  thick  and  clayey  ;  in 
fome,  where  it  paffes  through  a 
fine  ochre,  it  is  tinged  red  as 
fcarlet ;  and  in  others,  where  it 
flows  over  a  paler  clay,  it  is  white 
as  milk. 

The  water  fpouts  up  from  all, 
from  fome  continually,  from  others 
only  at  intervals.  The  largeft 
fpring,  which  is  in  the  middle, 
particularly  engaged  our  attention 
the  whole  day  that  we  fpent  here, 
from  fix. in  the  morning  till  feven 
at  night.  The  aperture  through 
which  the  water  arofe,  and  the 
depth  of  which  I  cannot  deter- 
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mine,  was  19  feet  in  diameter  ; 
round  the  top  of  it  is  a  bafon, 
which,  together  with  the  pipe, 
has  the  form  of  a  cauldron  ;  the 
margin  of  the  bafon  is  upwards  of 
nine  feet  one  inch  higher  than  the 
conduit,  and  its  diameter  is  of 
fifty-fix  feet.  Here  the  water  does 
not  fpout  continually,  but  only  by 
intervals  feveral  times  a  day;  and, 
as  I  was  informed  by  the  people  ia 
the  neighbourhood,  in  bad  rainy 
weather,  higher  than  at  other 
times. 

On  the  day  that  we  were  there, 
the  water  fpouted  at  ten  different 
times,  from  fix  in  the  morning  till 
eleven  A.  M.  each  time,  to  the 
height  of  between  five  and  tea 
fathoms ;  till  then  the  water  had 
not  rifen  above  the  margin  of  the 
pipe,  but  new  it  began  by  degrees 
to  fill  the  upper  bafon,  and  at  laffc 
ran  over.  The  people  who  were 
with  us  told  us,  that  the  water 
would  foon  fpout  up  much  higher 
than  it  had  done  till  then,  and  this 
appeared  very  credible  to  us.  To 
determine  its  height  therefore, 
with  the  utmofi:  accuracy.  Dr. 
Lind,  who  had  accompanied  us 
on  this  voyage  in  the  capacity 
of  an  aftronorner,  fet  up  his  qua* 
drant. 

Soon  after  four  o’clock  we  ob~ 
ferved  that  the  earth  began  to 
tremble  in  three  different  places, 
as  likewife  the  top  of  a  mountain, 
which  was  about  three  hundred 
fathoms  diftant  from  the  mouth  of 
the  fpring.  We  alfo  frequently 
heard  a  fubterraneous  noife  like 
the  difeharge  of  a  cannon  ;  and 
immediately  after  a  column  of 
water  fpouted  from  the  opening, 
which  at  a  great  height  divided 
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itfed  into  feveral  rays,  and,  ac- 

ior  to  the  obfervations  made 
with  the  quadrant,  was  ninety*  two 
feet  high.  Our  great  furprize  at 
this  uncommon  force  of  the  air 
and  fire  was  yet  increafed,  when 
many  hones,  which  we  had  flung 
into  the  aperture,  were  thrown  up 
again  with  the  fpouting  water. 
You  can  eafily  conceive.  Sir,  with 
how  much  pleafure  we  fpent  the 
day  here  ;  apd  indeed,  I  am  not 
much  furprized,  that  a  people  fo 
much  inclined  to  feperftition  as  the 
Icelanders  are,  imagine  this  to  be 
the  entrance  of  hell ;  for  this  rea¬ 
son  they  feldom  pafs  one  of  thefe 
openings  without  fpitting  into  it; 
or,  as  they  fay,  uti  fandens  mun9 
into  the  devil’s  mouth. 


Of  the  Bafaltic  Pillars .  From  Pro - 
fejfor  Bergman *s  Letter  to  Dr , 

Troil. 

1 

OF  all  the  mountains  hitherto 
known,  there  are  without 
doubt  not  any  more  remarkable 
than  thofe  that  are  compofed  of 
angular  pillars.  A  few  years  ago 
only  one  or  two  of  this  kind  were 
known  ;  but  new  ones  are  daily 
difcovered,  which  is  a  plain  proof 
how  much  our  attention  requires 
being  rouzed  to  prevent  it  from 
ilumbering,  on  the  moll  important 
occafiotis. 

It  cannot  be  much  doubted  that 
there  has  been  fome  connexions 
between  thefe  pillars,  and  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  a  fubterraneous  Are,  as  they 
are  found  in  places  where  the  figns 
©f  lire  are  yet  vifible ;  and  as  they 
are  even  found  mixed  with  lava, 
tuff,  and  other  fubltances  pro¬ 
duced  by  fire. 

The  caufe  of  the  regular  form  of 


thefe  pillars  is  a  problem  which  w® 
have  hitherto  been  unabie  to  foi've 
fatisfaXorily.  This  difficulty  has 
appeared  fo  infurmountable  to 
feme,  that  they  have  thought  it 
impoffible  to  be  the  effeXs  of  na¬ 
ture,  and  have  confidered  them  as 
works  made  by  human  hands :  this 
idea  betrays  the  utmoil  ignorance 
in  regard  to  the  true  nature  of 
thefe  mountains  of  pillars,  and  does 
not  even  deferve  a  refutation. 

As  far  as  we  know,  nature  makes 
ufe  of  three  methods  to  produce 
regular  forms  in  the  mineral  king¬ 
dom,  namely,  that  of  crydallization 
or  precipitation  :  zdly,  thecruding 
or  fettling  of  the  external  furface 
of  a  liquid  mafs  whi ill  it  is  cool¬ 
ing  :  and,  3dly,  the  hurtling  of  a 
moid  fubflance  whild  it  is  drying. 

The  fird  method  is  the  mod 
common,  but  to  all  appearance 
nature  has  not  made  ufe  of  this  in 
the  prefent  cafe.  Crydals  are  fel¬ 
dom  or  never  found  in  any  con- 
fiderable  quantity  running  in  the 
fame  direXion,  but  either  inclining 
from  one  another,  or,  what  is  dill 
more  common,  placed  towards  on® 
another  in  feveral  doping  direXions* 
They  are  alfo  generally  feparated  a 
little  from  one  another,  when  they 
are  regular  ;  the  nature  of  the 
thing  likewife  requires  this  ;  be- 
caufe  the  feveral  particles,  of 
which  the  crydals  are  compofed, 
mud  have  the  liberty  of  following 
that  power  which  affeXs  their  re¬ 
gular  difpodtion. 

The  bafalt  columns,  on  the 
contrary,  whofe  height  are  fre¬ 
quently  from  thirty  to  forty  feet, 
are  placed  parallel  to  one  another 
in  considerable  numbers,  and  fo 
clofe  together  that  the  point  of  a 
knife  can  hardly  be  introduced 
between  them.  Befides,  in  mod 
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places,  each  pillar  is  divided  into 
leveral  parts  or  joints,  that  Teem 
to  be  placed  upon  one  another  ; 
and  indeed  it  is  not  uncommon 
for  cryftals  to  be  formed  above 
one  another  in  different  layers, 
when  the  folvent  has  been  vifibly 
diminiihed  at  different  times  ;  but 
then  the  upper  cryfials  never  fit  fo 
exadtly  upon  the  lower  ones  as  to 
produce  conne&ed  prifms  of  the 
fame  length  and  depth  as  all  the 
ftrata  taken  together,  but  each 
ftratum  feparately  forms  its  own 
cryftals. 

How  then  can  the  Giant’s  Caufe- 
way,  in  the  county  of  Antrim, 
Fingal’s  Cave  at  Staffa,  and  all 
other  affemblages  of  pillars  of  the 
fame  kind,  be  confidered  as  cry- 
ftallizations  ?  Precipitation,  both 
in  the  wet  and  dry  manner,  re¬ 
quires  that  the  particles  fhouid  be 
free  enough  to  fix  themfelves  in  a 
certain  order  ;  and  as  this  is  not 
practicable  in  a  large  melted  mafs, 
no  cryftallizations  appear  in  it, 
except  on  its  furface,  or  in  its 
cavities. 

Add  to  this,  that  the  bafalts  in 
a  frefh  fradture  do  not  fhew  a  plain 
fmooth  furface  under  the  microf- 
cope,  but  appear  fometimes  like 
grains  of  different  magnitude,  and 
at  other  times  refemble  fine  rays 
running  in  different  directions,  that 
do  not  correfpond  with  the  internal 
ftruCture  of  the  cryftals,  which  I 
have  endeavoured  to  examine*  in 
another  place. 

From  what  I  nave  hitherto  men¬ 
tioned,  the  opinion  that  the  bafalts 
have  been  produced  by  crvftalliza- 
tion,  becomes  at  lead  lefs  probable, 
whether  we  admit  the  wet  . or  dry 
method.  But  1  mult  not  omit  that 
the  fpars  exhibit  a  kind  of  cryftal- 
lization,  which  at  firft  fight  refem- 
Vol.  XXIII. 
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bles  a  heap  of  bafalts ;  but,  upon 
a  clofer  examination,  a  very  great 
difference  is  obferved.  The  form 
of  the  fpar  is  every  where  alike, 
but  the  bafalts  differ  from  one  an¬ 
other  in  point  of  fize  and  number 
of  fides ;  the  former,  when  broken, 
confifts  of  many  {mall  unequal 
cubes,  but  the  bafalt  does  not  fepa- 
rate  in  regular  parts.  Sc c. 

Nature’s  fecond  method  to  pro¬ 
duce  regular  forms  is  that  of  crull- 
ing  the  outer  furface  of  a  melted 
mafs,  by  a  fudden  refrigeration. 
Nature,  to  effect  this  purpofe, 
makes  ufe  of  polyedrous  and  irre¬ 
gular  forms.  If  we  fuppofe  a 
confiderable  bed,  which  is  become 
fluid  by  fire, and  fpread  over  a  plain, 
it  evidently  appears  that  the  fur¬ 
face  muft  ftrft  of  all  lofe  the  degree 
of  heat  requifice  for  melting,  and 
begin  to  congeal  ;  but  the  cold  re- 
quifite  for  this  purpofe  likewife 
contracts  the  uppermolt  congealed 
ftratum  into  a'narrower  fpace,  and 
consequently  caufes  it  to  feparate 
from  the  remaining  liquid  mafs, 
as  the  fide  expofed  to  the  air  is  air  - 
ready  too  ftiff  to  give  way.  In  this 
manner  a  ftratum  is  produced  run¬ 
ning  in  a  parallel  direction  with 
the  whole  mafs,  others  ftilJ  are  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  fame  caufe,  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  the  refrigeration  pene¬ 
trates  deeper. 

Hence  we  may,  in  my  opinion, 
very  plainly  fee  how  a  bed  may  be 
divided  into  firata.  In  the  fame 
manner  the  refrigeration  advances 
on  the  fines,  and  confequently  di¬ 
vides  the  ftrata  into  polyedrous 
pieces  of  pillars,  that  can  hardly 
'ever  be  exaCtiy  fquare,  as  the 
ftrengeft  refrigeration  into  the 
inner  parts  of  the  mafs  advances 
almoft  in  a  diagonal  line  from  the 
corners.  If  we  add  to  this,  that  a 
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large  mafs  cannot  be  equal  through¬ 
out  its  compofition,  nor  every  where 
liquid  in  the  fame  degree,  it  will 
be  eafy  to  di (cover  the  caufe  of  fe* 
veral  irregularities.  If  the  depth 
of  the  bed  is  very  confiderable,  in 
proportion  to  its  breadth,  prif- 
matic  pillars,  without  crofs-divifi- 
ons,  are  produced,  at  lead  length¬ 
ways  from  the  uppermod  furface 
downwards. 

The  third  way  is  perfe&ly  fimilar 
to  the  preceding  in  refpeCt  to  the 
effeCt,  but  is  different  from  it  by 
the  mafs  being  foaked  with  water, 
and  by  the  burding  of  it  afunder, 
which  is  the  effect  of  the  contraction 
whild  it  is  drying.  If  we  fuppofe 
fuch  a  bed  to  be  fpread  over  a  le¬ 
vel  fpace,  the  drying  advances  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  refrigera¬ 
tion  in  the  former  cafe. 

This  reparation  into  drata  pro¬ 
perly  happens  when  a  condderable 
quantity  of  clay  enters  into  the 
whole  compolition,  becaufe  the  clay 
decreafes  more  than  any  other  kind 
©f  earth  in  drying. 

We  mud  now  examine  which 
©f  thefe  two  ways  may  bed  ferve  to 
explain  the  manner  in  which  the 
bafalts  are  produced,  for  it  is 
hardly  poflible  that  they  fhould 
have  been  formed  by  crydai- 
lization. 

However  well  founded  the  opi¬ 
nion  may  appear  of  deducing  them 
from  a  melted  fubdance,  feveral 
very  confiderable  objections  may 
neverthelefs  be  railed  againd  it, 
that  I  fh all  not  forget  to  mention. 
It  feems  therefore  more  credible  to 
me,  that  they  have  been  produced 
out  of  their  fubdance  whild  it  was 
yet  foft,  or  at  lead  not  too  hard  to 
be  foftened,  by  exhalations.  If  we 
therefore  fuppofe  that  a  bed  is 
fpread  over  a  place  where  a  volcano 


begins  to  work,  it  is  evident  that  3 
great  quantity  of  the  water,  always 
prefent  on  thefe  occafions,  is  driven 
upwards  in  exhalations  or  vapours  ; 
thefe  it  is  well  known  poffefs  a 
penetrating  foftening  power,  by 
means  of  which  they  alfo  produce 
their  fird  effeCt ;  but  when  they  are 
increafed  to  a  fufficient  quantity, 
they  force  this  tough  moid  fub¬ 
dance  upwards,  which  then  gra¬ 
dually  falls,  and  during  this  time 
burds  in  the  manner  defcribed 
above. 

My  reafons  for  this  opinion  are 
thefe  ;  fird,  we  do  not  find  the 
interna]  grain  of  the  bafalts  melted 
or  vitrified,  which  however  foon 
happens  by  fufion,  and  for  that 
purpofe  a  very  fmall  degree  of  fire 
only  is  requifite.  It  confequently 
is  very  hard  to  explain  how  this 
fubdance  could  have  been  fo  dnid, 
that  no  traces  of  bubbles  appear  in 
it  (at  lead  I  have  not  been  able  to 
difcover  any  on  the  niced  exami¬ 
nation  into  the  Scotch  and  Icelan¬ 
dic  bafalts)  and  yet  when  broken 
appear  dull  and  uneven.  I  know 
very  well  that  lava  is  feldom  vitri¬ 
fied  within  ;  but  the  great  number 
of  bubbles  and  pores  which  are 
found  in  the  whole  mafs,  are  more 
than  fufficient  proofs  that  it  has  not 
been  perfectly  melted  to  its  fmalled 
parts,  but  has  only  been  brought  to 
be  near  fluid. 

Secondly,  the  bafalts  fo  much 
referable  the  more  fine  trapp,  both 
in  refpeft  to  their  grain  and  original 
compofition,  that  they  can  hardly 
bedidinguifiied  in  fmall  fragments, 
as  will  be  more  plainly  proved  in 
the  companion  I  hereafter  make. 
See  No.  24. 

But  the  trapp  in  all  probability 
has  never  been  melted,  at  lead 
not  in  thofe  parts  where  I  have 
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had  opportunities  of  examining 
it. 

Almoft  in  all  the  Weft  Gothia 
Gratified  mountains,  the  uppermoft 
llratum  is  trapp  ;  and  it  muft  be 
properly  obferved  that  it  always 
lies  upon  black  allum  date.  Is  it 
therefore  credible  that  this  fub¬ 
ftance,  which  in  many  places  ex¬ 
ceeds  a  hundred  yards  in  depth,  can 
have  been  perfe&Iy  melted  with¬ 
out  caufing  the  flate  lying  beneath 
it  to  lofe  fome  part  of  its  black- 
nefs,  even  in  thofe  places  where 
they  touch  one  another,  as  this  ef¬ 
fect  may  be  produced  in  a  fmall 
culinary  fire  ? 

There  is  befides  a  more  fine  kind 
of  trapp,  which  is  generally  found 
in  veins  or  loads,  and  frequentlyin 
very  antient  mountains,  where  not 
the  leaft  traces  of  fubterranean  lire 
are  to  be  feen. 

The  bafalt  mountains  feem  to  be 
very  antient,  at  leaft  I  do  not  know 
that  the  age  of  any  one  is  aficer- 
tained.  Should  they  then  be  fo 
old,  that  the  fubftance  of  the  trapp 
was  not  yet  perfe&ly  hardened, 
when  were  they  produced?  Befides, 
we  frequently  find  to  this  day  clayey 
fubftances  at  a  great  depth,  which 
are  fo  foft  that  they  may  be  fcraped 
by  the  nail,  but  afterwards  become 
very  hard  when  expofed  to  the 
air. 

There  have  without  doubt  been 
many  eruptions  of  fire  on  the  ille 
of  Staffa,  as  the  fituation  of  the 
pillars,  and  their  being  removed 
out  of  their  places,  evidently 
prove. 

You,  Sir,  have  likewife  brought 
a  very  clear  proof  of  this  from 
thence,  which  is  a  piece  of  bafalt, 
that  exteriorly  is  full  of  hollows, 
and  in  a  manner  burnt. 
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A  hard  fubftance,  when  expofed 
to  a  degree  of  heat  infufficient  to 
melt  the  whole  piece,  may  however 
be  attacked  by  it  in  fome  parts  of 
the  furface  moft  liable  to  become 
fluid.  The  mixture  of  a  large 
mafs  is  feldom  every  where  fo  uni¬ 
form,  that  fome  parts  fliould  not  be 
more  liable  to  melt  than  others. 

Crooked  pillars  may  be  produced 
as  well  by  the  drying  as  the  refri¬ 
geration  of  a  liquid  mafs  ;  for  this 
purpofe  it  is  only  necefiary  that  the 
furface  fhould  be  bent,  as  the  ftra- 
tum  always  runs  in  a  parallel  di¬ 
rection  with  it. 

From  what  I  have  hitherto  faid, 
you  will  perceive  it  is  my  opinion, 
that  the  bafalts  have  been  produced 
by  the  affiftance  of  a  fubterranean 
fire,  but  that  it  is  not  yet  deter¬ 
mined  whether  they  have  been  fe- 
parated  by  the  fufion,  or  by  dry¬ 
ing  :  this  laft  however  appears 
more  credible  to  me  on  account  of 
the  reafons  I  have  mentioned.  For 
to  fpeak  ftri&ly,  the  fubftances  in- 
clofed  in  the  bafalts,  though  they 
Ihould  even  be  volcanic,  do  not 
yet  with  certainty  prove  a  preceding 
fufion,  as  a  fubftance  foftened  by 
water  may  be  as  proper  for  it  as 
one  fufed  by  fire.  I  am,  however, 
very  far  from  being  inclined  to 
maintain  my  opinion  any  farther 
than  it  agrees  with  certain  experi¬ 
ments  and  obfervations. 

Truth  will  fooner  or  later  be  d IT- 
covered  ;  and  I  know  nothing  more 
derogatory  to  the  honour  of  a  na¬ 
tural  hiftorian,  than  having  wilfully 
obftructed  its  knowledge. 

Homo  naturae  minifter  &  inter- 
pres,  tantum  facit  &  intelligit, 
quantuin  de  naturae  ordine,  re  vef 
mente  obfervaverit,nec  arnplius  feic 
aut  poteft,  Baco , 
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Natural  Hijiory  of  the  Grana 
Kermes ,  or  Searttt  Grain,  From 
Dillon’s  Krauels  through  Spain. 

AM ONGS  T  the  various  and 
valuable  productions  with 
which  the  beneficent  hand  of  na¬ 
ture  has  enriched  the  dominions  of 
Spain,  the  Grana  Kermes  is  chiefly 
defer ving  of  attention.  This  vat 
luable  production  had  been  coniil 
derably  negleCled  in  that  kingdom 
iince  the  importation  of  cochineal 
from  America  ;  however,  the  royal 
junta  de  Comercio,  or  board  of 
trade  at  Madrid,  having  an  eye  to 
the  further  advantages  to  be  drawn 
from  this  precious  article,  gave  or¬ 
ders  a  few  years  ago  to  Don  Juan 
Pablo  Canals,  director  general  of 
the  madder  and  dyes  of  Spain,  to 
report  the  date  of  this  product  ; 
and  to  him  1  am  indebted  for 
the  prefent  information  on  this 
fubjeCt. 

The  grana  kermes  is  the  core  os 
baphica  of  the  Greeks  $  the  ver- 
miculus,  or  coccum  infeCtorium  of 
the  Romans  ;  and  the  kermes,  al- 
kermes,  of  the  Arabs  ;  being  the 
ingredient  with  which  the  antients 
ufed  to  dye  their  garments  of  that 
beautiful  grain  colour,  called  coc- 
cinus,  coccineus,  or  cocceus„  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  purpura  of  the 
Phoenicians,  which  at  firft  had 
been  obtained  from  that  teltaceous 


fifh,  called  the  murex*.  But  in 
courfe  of  time  the  purple  colour 
and  other  tints  having  been  more 
eafily  effected  by  means  of  the 
kermes,  the  murex  was  negleded 
op  account  of  the  expence,  and 
the  kermes  we  are  now  fpeaking 
of,  was  introduced  ;  which  giving  a 
ftronger  and  brighter  colour,  was 
univerfally  adopted,  and  fupported 
its  reputation  for  ages,  till  the  dif- 
covery  of  America  ;  as  is  evident 
from  the  many  old  tapeftries,  da¬ 
mages,  and  velvet  hangings,  dill 
preferved  in  cathedrals,  which  Pern 
yet  to  retain  their  primitive  luitre 
and  brightnefsf. 

In  the  reign  of  Lewis  the  four¬ 
teenth,  Giles  and  John  Gobelin, 
in  the  year  1667,  under  the  pa¬ 
tronage  of  Colbert,  introduced  the 
fecret  into  France  of  dying  wool- 

j  O 

len  of  that  beautiful  fcarlet  called 
after  their  name,  which  was  done 
with  the  kermes  that  had  been 
long  in  ufe  in  Flanders,  where 
many  old  pieces  of  tapeftry,  though 
above  two  hundred  years  old,  had 
icarcely  Jolt  any  thing  of  their 
bloom.  But  cochineal,  being-now 
introduced  into  the  dyehoul'e,  fo 
called  from  the  Latin  word  cocci- 
nella,  as  a  diminutive  of  coccum, 
and  giving  that  brightnefs  to  fcar¬ 
let,  at  fir  ft  called  Dutch,  and  af¬ 
terwards  Paris  fcarlet,  the  inven¬ 
tion  of  which,  according  to  Kun- 


*  Though  the  dye  obtained  from  the  murex  was  thought  to  have  been  loft,  it 
items  to  he  known  on  the  coafts  ot  England,  France,  Spain,  and  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies,  1  hough  neglected  on  account  of  the  great  trouble  and  expence.  See  Padre 
Feijoo,  *  heat,  entico,  torn.  6.  dife.  4.  According  to  Gage,  they  find  a  fbell- 
jdii  in  the  teas  or  the  Spanish  Weft  Indies,  which  perfeftly  refemb'es  the  antient 
pnrpu:a,and  in  ad  probability  is  the  fame.  Cloth  of  Segovia  dyed  with  it, 
mta  to  »eJ  j o s  20  crowns  the  ell,  and  none  but  the  greateft  Spanifli  lords  wore 

Ton  Antonio  c,e  Ulloa  alfo  gives  a  particular  account  of  this  fill],  and  the 

wle  made  of  it  in  America. 

f  J  ti,s  was  ^he  colour  called  car  me  j by  the  Spaniards;  cramoifi,  by  the 
French  $  and  .cnnifbn,  by  the  Englifh, 

kel. 
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kel,  is  owing  to  Kufter,  a  Ger¬ 
man,  by  means  of  a  folution  of 
tin  in  aqua  regia  ;  the  kermes 
then  began  to  decline,  and  yield 
in  its  turn  as  the  murex  had  done 
before,  of  which  Colbert  makes  a 
particular  complaint,  in  his  ge¬ 
neral  inftruftions  to  the  dyers  of 
France,  in  the  year  1671  *.  In- 
feniibly,  the  kermes  was  totally 
laid  alide,  and  cochineal  made  ule 
of,  not  only  in  yarns,  but  alfo  in 
lilk  ;  this  new  method  being  every 
where  in  faihion,  except  at  Ve¬ 
nice,  and  in  Perfia,  for  fcarlet,  and 
in  other  parts  of  the  ealt  for  crim- 
fon. 

The  antients  thought  the  kermes 
was  a  gall-nut  on  account  of  its 
figure  and  fize,  not  being  larger 
than  a  juniper  berry,  round, 
fmooth,  glofiy,  and  rather  black, 
with  a  cinereous  down.  It  is 
found  kicking  to  the  branches, 
or  tender  leaves  of  the  oak  called 
in  Spain  cojcoxa ,  a  derivative  of 
the  Latin  word  culculium,  the 
coccus  illicis  of  Linneus,  liKewife 
called  carrafca  in  Spanifh,  .from 
the  Arabic  word  yxquerlat ,  Token¬ 
ed  afterwards  to  ejcarlata  ;  being 
the  fmalleft  fpecies  of  oak,  the 
fame  which  Cafpar  Bauhine  and 
other  botanifts  call  ilex  aculeata 
cocci-glandifera. 

This  tree,  whofe  height  is  about 
tv\o  or  tnree  feet,  grows  in  Spain, 
Provence,  Languedoc,  and  along 
the  Mediterranean  coaft  ;  alio  in 
Galatia,  Armenia,  Syria,  and 
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Perfia,  where  it  was  firft  made 
ufe  of. 

Jofeph  Moya,  a  Catalan  writer 
of  the  laft  century,  pu blifhod  a 
treatife  entitled  Ramillet  de  \ Tintu - 
ras,  dedicated  to  the  city  of  Bar¬ 
celona,  under  the  feigned  name 
of  Phefio  Mayo.  Pie  fays,  the 
kermes  is  common  all  over  Spain, 
principally  in  that  part  of  Aragon 
bordering  on  Catalonia,  in  Va¬ 
lencia,  and  in  the  bilhoprick  of 
Badajoz  in  Eftremadura,  as  like- 
wife  in  Setimbre  of  Portugal, 
where  it  is  the  bell,  and  equal  to 
the  kermes  of  Galatia  and  Arme^ 
nia.  Mr  Plellot  of  the  French 
academy  of  fciences,  in  his  Art  of 
Dying,  chap,  12.  fays  it  is  found 
in  the  woods  of  Vauvert,  Vende- 
man,  and  Narbonne  ;  but  more 
abundantly  in  Spain,  towards  Ali- 
cant,  and  Valencia.  It  not  only 
abounds  in  Valencia,  but  alfo  in 
Murcia,  jaen,  Cordova,  Seville, 
Ellremadura,  la  Mancha,  Serra- 
nias  de  Cuenca,  and  other  places. 

in  Xixona  and  Tierra  de  Rel-- 
Ieu,  there  is  a  diftridt,  called  De 
la  Grana,  where  the  people  of 
Valencia  fir  It  began  to  gather  it, 
whole  example  was  followed  all 
over  Spain.  It  has,  fome  years, 
produced  thirty  thoufand  dollars 
(5000!.)  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Xixona.  In  the  year  1758,  there 
went  out  of  that  town,  Relleu, 
Buftot,  Caitilla,  Ibi,  Tibi,  Unil, 
Santa  faz,  Muchiamel,  and  San 
Juan  de  la  Huerta  de  Alicante, 


*  “As  the  Phoenicians  negledted  the  antient  purple,  and  gave  a  preference  to 
the  fcarlet,  whole  colour  is  !els  coftly  and  more  beautiful^  juft  lo,  the  French 
have  foriaken  our  fcaiiet  for  that  of  the  Dutch.  Tins  new-invented  colour  was 
at  firft  in  eftecm  on  account  oi  its  brightnefs  j  but  being  lets  durable  than  that 
of  France,  and  under  a  notion  that  they  were  both  equally  liable  to  fpots,  they 
were  loon  laid  alide,  which  cccalioned  the  downial  of  our  moft  valuable  cloth 
manufactures.” 
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above  a  thoufand  perfons  to  ga¬ 
ther  the  kermes,  which  was  after¬ 
wards  fent  to  Alicant,  where  it 
was  put  into  calks  for  exportation, 
being  chiefly  Ihipped  for  Genoa 
and  Leghorn,  paffing  from  thence 
to  Tunis.  In  the  fame  year,  1758, 
they  gathered  about  300  arrobes  of 
kermes  at  Xixona,  which  fold  for 
about  twenty-four  dollars  (4I.)  the 
arrobe*,  with  about  fix  per  cent, 
duty  and  (hipping  charges,  till  on 
board.  In  the  kingdom  of  Seville 
it  is  put  up  to  public  fale,  and  is 
generally  bought  by  the  people 
of  the  neighbourhood,  who  fell  it 
again  for  exportation  to  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  Cadiz. 

Both  antients  and  moderns  feem 
to  have  had  very  confufed  notions 
concerning  the  origin  and  nature 
of  the  kermes ;  foine  confidering  it 
as  a  fruit,  without  a  jud  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  tree  which  produced 
It;  others,  taking  it  for  an  ex- 
crefcence  formed  by  the  punfture 
of  a  particular  fly,  the  fame  as 
the  common  gall  obferved  upon 
oaks.  Tournefort  was  of  this 
number.  Count  Marfigli,  and 
Dr.  Nifole,  a  phyfician  of  Mont¬ 
pelier,  made  experiments  and  ob¬ 
servations,  with  a  view  of  fur¬ 
ther  difcoverie  ,  but  did  not  per¬ 
fectly  fucceed.  Two  other  phy- 
ficians  at  Aix,  in  Provence,  Dr. 
Emeric,  and  Dr.  Garidel,  applied 
themfeLes  about  the  fame  time, 
and  with  greater  fuccefs  ;  having 
finally  dilcovereU  that  the  kermes 
Is  in  reality  nothing  elfe  but  the 
bod)  of  an  in  fed  transformed  into 
a  grain,  berry  or  hulk,  according 
to  the  courfe  of  nature ;  whofe 
hiitory  I  fhall  now  briefly  relate  ; 

#  An  arrobe  is  2,51b.  Spanifh  weight; 
Englifh, 


The  progrefs  of  this  transforma¬ 
tion  mull  be  confidered  at  three 
different  feafons.  In  the  firfl 
llage,  at  the  beginning  of  March, 
an  animalcule,  no  larger  than  3 
grain  of  millet,  fcarce  able  to 
crawl,  is  perceived  flicking  to  the 
branches  of  the  tree,  where  it  fixes 
itfelf,  and  foon  becomes  immove¬ 
able;  at  this  period  it  grows  the 
mod,  appears  to  fvvell  and  thrive 
with  the  fuilenance  it  draws  in  by 
degrees  :  this  date  of  red  feems  to 
have  deceived  the  curious  obferver, 
it  then  refembling  an  excrefcence 
of  the  bark  :  during  this  period  of 
its  growth,  it  appears  to  be  cover¬ 
ed  with  a  down,  extending  over 
its  whole  frame,  like  a  net,  and 
adhering  to  the  bark  :  its  figure  is 
convex,  not  unlike  a  fmall  lloe  ; 
in  fuch  parts  as  are  not  quite  hid¬ 
den  by  this  foft  garment,  many 
bright  fpecks  are  perceived  of  a 
gold  colour,  as  well  as  dripes  run¬ 
ning  acrcf's  the  bocy  from  one 
fpace  to  another. 

At  the  fecond  dage  in  April,  its 
growth  is  compleared,  its  fhape  is 
then  round,  and  about  the  fize  of 
a  pea :  it  has  then  acquired  more 
ftrength,  and  its  down  is  changed 
into  dull,  and  feems  to  be  nothing 
but  a  hulk,  or  a  capfule,  full  of  a 
reddifh  juice  not  unlike  difcolour- 
ed  blood. 

Its  third  date  is  towards  the  end 
of  May,  a  little  fooner  or  later, 
according  to  the  warmth  of  the 
climate.  The  hulk  appears  replete 
with  fmall  eggs,  Jefs  than  the  feed 
of  a  poppy.  Thefe  are  properly 
ranged  under  the  belly  of  the  in- 
fed't,  progreflively  placed  in  the 
neft  of  down,  that  covers  its  body, 

loolb.  Spanifh  weight  equal  to  971b. 

which, 
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which  it  withdraws  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  eggs:  after  this 
work  is  performed,  it  foon  dies, 
though  it  itill  adheres  to  its  por¬ 
tion,  rendering  a  further  fervice  to 
its  progeny,  and  Shielding  them 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  wea¬ 
ther  or  the  hofiile  attacks  of  an 
enemy.  In  a  good  feafon  they 
multiply  exceedingly,  having  from 
1800  to  2000  eggs,  which  pro¬ 
duce  the  fame  number  of  animal¬ 
cules.  The  antients  knew  them 
to  be  infe&s,  for  Pliny  fays, 
f<  Coccum  ilicis  celerrime  in  ver- 
miculum  fe  mutans.”  Lib.  24. 
feft.  4.  When  obferved  with  the 
microfcope  in  July  or  Auguft,  we 
find  that  what  appeared  as  dull:, 
are  fo  many  eggs,  or  open  cap- 
fules,  as  white  as  fnow,  out  of 
each  of  which  iffues  a  gold  co¬ 
loured  animalcule,  of  the  fhape  of 
a  cockroche,  with  two  horns,  fix 
feet,  and  a  forked  tail. 

Mr.  De  Reaumur  has  placed  the 
kermes  in  the  clafs  of  gall  infefts, 
on  account  of  the  analogy  in  their 
mode  of  propagation,  and  im¬ 
moveable  form,  continuing  even 
after  death,  like  the  other  fpecies 
of  this  clafs,  found  upon  different 
trees,  appearing  only  like  galls, 
or  excrefcences,  to  the  molt  ac¬ 
curate  naturalifls:  therefore  they 
could  not  be  more  properly  named, 
than  gall  infefts.  There  are  of 
them  of  different  fhapes  and  fizes, 
but  that  of  the  cofcoxa  or  carrafca 
(the  kermes)  is  of  a  fpherical  figure, 
about  the  fize  of  a  juniper  berry. 
It  is  found  moll  plentifully  on  the 
oldeft  and  lowelt  trees,  and  when 
the  kermes  are  gathered  near  the 
fea,  they  are  larger  and  give  a 
brighter  colour  than  thofe  in  any 
Other  places. 

There  are  feveral  fpecies  of  galls 
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difcovered  on  different  trees  and 
plants  of  Spain,  though  they  only 
make  ufe  of  thofe  gathered  on 
oaks,  either  for  dying,  or  any 
other  purpofes  ;  fuch  are  thofe, 
from  the  Levant,  called  Aleppo 
galls,  which  were  generally  made 
ufe  of,  till  it  was  difcovered  by 
frequent  experiments,  that  the  new 
ingredient  called  dividivi  was  pre¬ 
ferable,  being  a  fruit  from  the 
province  of  Carracas,  and  Mara~ 
caybo,  in  South  America. 

The  great  my  fiery  which  hitherto 
had  not  been  difcovered,  by  thofe 
naturalifis  who  knew  how  to  diflin- 
guifh  the  gall  infett  from  the 
galls,  was  to  inveftigate  their  mode 
of  propagation  :  Mr.  de  Reaumur 
affures  us,  that  from  frequent  ob- 
fervations  it  appeared  to  him,  that 
there  are  both  male  and  female, 
but  that  feme  which  are  extremely 
fmall,  transform  themfelves  into 
gnats,  while  others,  growing  larg¬ 
er,  depofit  their  eggs,  without  any 
transformation  ;  from  which,  and 
their  analogy  with  the  others,  he 
concluded,  that  the  fmall  gnats 
with  wings,  though  large  in  com- 
parifon  with  their  body,  and  firip- 
ed  with  a  beautiful  enmfon,  were 
the  males  of  the  gall  infeft  which 
he  obferved  with  the  help  of  a 
microfcope,  feeing  how  they  fe¬ 
cundate  the  females,  before  they 
affume  a  globular  form  towards 
March  ;  but  this  happens  when  if 
is  fcarcely  ever  noticed,  and  in  fo 
fingular  a  manner,  that  a  common 
obferver  would  never  imagine  fuch 
an  event  to  have  happened,  or 
even  fuppofe,  that  the  males  which 
he  faw  frifking  about,  had  the 
leaft  connection  wi;h  the  females; 
but  on  the  contrary,  were  fmall 
gnats  which  accidentally  light  upon, 
the  fame  boughs  5  if  to  this  ob- 
H  a  fervatiou 
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fervation  we  add,  that  as  the  new 
kermes  which  come  forth  in  June, 
remain  fmall  without  engaging  our 
attention  till  March  enfuing,  when 
they  begin  to  (well  without  any 
appearance  of  animal  life,  it  will 
not  be  thoughtfoextraordinary,  that 
they  have  been  generally  held  as 
a  vegetable  production.  In  Lan¬ 
guedoc,  and  Provence,  the  poor 
are  employed  to  gather  the  kermes, 
the  women  letting  their  nails  grow 
for  that  purpofe,  in  order  to  pick 
them  off  with  greater  facility. 

The  cuftom  of  lopping  off  the 
boughs  is  very  injudicious,  as  by 
this  means  they  deftroy  the  next 
year’s  harvefi.  Some  women  will 
gather  two  or  three  pounds  a  day, 
the  great  point  being  to  know  the 
places  where  they  are  moll  likely 
to  be  found  in  any  quantity,  and 
to  gather  them  early  with  the 
morning  dew,  as  the  leaves  are 
more  pliable  and  tender  at  that 
time,  than  after  they  have  been 
dried  and  parched  by  the  rays  of 
the  fun;  firong  dews  will  occa- 
fionally  make  them  fall  from  the 
trees  fooner  than  ufual :  when  the 
proper  feafon  paffes,  they  fall  off 
of  themfelves,  and  become  food 
for  birds,  particularly  doves.  Some¬ 
times  there  will  be  a  fecond  pro¬ 
duction,  which  is  commonly  of  a 
iefs  fize  with  a  fainter  tinge.  The 
fir  ft  is  generally  found  adhering 
to  the  bark,  as  well  as  on  the 
branches  and  (talks the  fecond  is 
principally  on  the  leaves,  as  the 
worms  choofe  that  part  where  the 
nutritious  juice  preferves  itfelf  the 
longed,  is  moil  abundant,  andean 
be  moil  eafily  devoured  in  the 
fk©ft  time  that  remains  of  their 
evidence,  the  bark  being  then 
drier  and  harder  than  the  leaves. 


Thofe  who  buy  the  kermes  to 
fend  to  foreign  parts,  fpread  it  on 
linen,  taking  care  to  fprinkle  it 
with  vinegar,  to  kill  the  worms 
that  are  within,  which  produces  a 
red  dull  which  in  Spain  is  fe pa- 
rated  from  the  hulk..  Then  they 
let  it  dry,  palling  it  through  a 
fearce,  and  make  it  up  into  bags. 
In  the  middle  of  each  its  proportion 
of  red  duft  put  in  a  little  leather 
bag  alfo  belongs  to  the  buyer,  and 
then  it  is  ready  for  exportation, 
being  always  in  demand  on  the 
African  coaft. 

The  people  of  Hinojos,  Bonares, 
Villalba,  and  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom  of  Seville,  dry  it  on  mats 
in  the  fun,  (lirring  it  about,  and 
feparating  the  red  dull,  which  is 
the  fined  part,  and  being  mixed 
with  vinegar,  goes  by  the  name  of 
P  aft  el.  The  fame  is  done  with  the 
hulks;  but  thefe  have  but  half  the 
value  of  the  dull. 

There  is  no  doubt,  but  if  this 
branch  of  induflry  was  more  clofe- 
ly  attended  to,  there  is  yet  room 
for  improvement,  and  the  kermes 
would  give  a  brighter  colour,  fi- 
milar  to  that  obtained  from  the 
cochineal,  like wiffe  an  infed  found 
in  the  Mexican  woods  on  a  plant 
called  nopal  by  the  Americans, 
and  tuna  by  the  Spaniards;  being 
the  opuntia  maxima  folio  obtuio 
rotundo  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  and 
the  cad  us  opuntia  of  Linneqs. 

It  is  remarked  that  those  plants 
which  are  cultivated  by  art,  give 
a  much  finer  cochineal,  known  by 
the  name  of  meitica,  fo  called  from 
the  quantities  col’eded  of  it  in  the 
d  iff  rid' of  Meteca,  in  the  province 
of  Honduras 

But  neither  the  cochineal,  the 
kermes,  or  any  fimilar  produdlon. 


*  See  fecond  memoir  of  Mr.  de  Reaumur,  tom.  4. 


would 
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would  afford  that  beautiful  colour,  Tetuan,  for  dying  thofe  fcarlet 
were  it  not  for  the  lalts  employed  caps  fomuch  ufed  in  the  Levant, 
in  the  lye  by  the  dyers,  to  bring  The  Tunifians  export  every  year 
it  to  perfection.  Mr.  Maquer,  in  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou¬ 
ghts  art  of  dying  fi Iks,  afiures  us,  fund  dozen  of  thel'e  caps,  which 
that  the  white  tartar  employed  for  yields  to  the  Dey  a  revenue  of 
crirr.fon  colours,  gives  by  means  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
its  acidity,  that  brilliancy  toco-  hard  dollars,  (33,7501.)  per  an- 
chineal,  and  that  though  other  num  for  duties  ;  fo  that,  exclufive 
acid.,  might  produce  the  fame  ef-  of  the  ufes  and  advantages  of  ker- 
fed,  it  would  not  be  with  fo  much  mes  in  medicine,  it  appears  to  be 
fuccefs.  Mr.  Goguet,  in  his  <  ;  ori-  a  very  valuable  branch  of  corn- 
gin  cf  laws,  arts  and  iciences,”  merce  in. ^ pain,  and  there  is  Hill 
tells  us,  the  antients  ufed  a  great  fufficient  encouragement  to  ufe, 
deal  of  < alt.  to  make  their  dyes  every  efrort  for  its  improvement. 

folid,  and  permanent,  fupplying  _  . 

the  place  of  our  chemical  prepa¬ 
rations  by  other  fecrets  unknown  to  ^The  Method  of  making  Saltpetre  in 
us.  Plutarch,  in  the  life  ot  Alex-  Spain,  From  ihe  jams. 

ander  the  Great,  mentions,  that 

conqueror  having  found  in  the  jN  the  year  1754,1  received 
treafures  of  the  King  of  Peril  a  a  1  orders  from  the  miniftry  to  in- 
prodigious  quantitv  of  purple  fluffs,  fpeCt  into  feveral  faltpetre  works, 
which  though  they  had  bin  by  as  well  as  into  the  making  of  gun- 
above  one  "hundred  and  ninety  powder,  which  having  complied 
years.  Hill  preferved  their  luftre,  with,  the  following  refle&ions  oc- 
becaufe  they  had  been  prepared  curred  to  my  mind, 
with  honey  ;  behold,  lays  Mr.  Go-  All  the  profeltors  of  chemiftry  I 
guet,  a  fee  ret  unknown  to  us  1  bad  converfed  with,  either  in 
but  if  we  refleCt  for  a  moment,  France  or  in  Germany,  laid  down 
that  honey  is  a  vegetable  fait,  like  as  a  fixed  principle,  that  there  are 
fugar,  we  (hall  find  it  to  be  the  three  mineral  acids  in  nature  :  that 
fame  as  tartar,  which  is  no  more  the  vitriolic,  is  the  univerfal  one, 
than  an  eflential  fait  of  wine  ;  fo  belonging  to  metals,  from  whence 
that  the  falts  employed  by  the  an-  the  other  two  ar-ife.  That  the  ni- 
tients,  were  equivalent  to  thofe  trous  is  fecond  in  aftivity,  and 
ufed  at  prefent  in  the  dye-houfe.  belongs  to  the  vegetable  kingdom. 
Probably  the  falts  of  fruits  have  and  the  marine  being  the  weakefl: 
the  fame  efleCt  in  the  manner  they  of  all,  is  homogeneous  to  filh. 
are  ufed  in  Perfia  for  dying  of  filk.  They  do  not  include  the  animal 
where,  inftead  of  tartar  and  honey,  acid,  which,  united  with  the  phlo- 
they  ufe  the  pulp  of  red  melons,  gifien,  forms  the  phofphorus.  I 
well  dried,  mixed  with  allum,  ba-  was  further  taught,  that  the  fixed 
rilla,  and  other  bits.  alkali  of  faltpetre,  did  not  exifl: 

The  kermes  of  Spain  is  prefer-  purely,  and  fimply  in  nature,  but 
red  on  the  coafl  of  Barbary.,  on  was  generated  by  fire,  and  when 
account  of  its  goodnefs.  The  peo-  they  found  faltpetre,  to  be  dug 
pie  of  Tunis  mix  it  with  that  of  out  of  the  earth  naturally  in  the 
*  ‘  EalU 
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Eaft- Indies,  they  thought  to  folve 
the  difficulty,  by  faying  it  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  incineration  of 
woods,  which  had  impregnated 
the  earth  with  this  fixed  alkali, 
the  bafis  of  faltpetre  ;  fo  that  I  had 
been  led  to  believe,  it  was  formed 
by  certain  combinations,  that  took 
place  in  the  ad  of  combuflion  ; 
but  I  foon  found  my  error,  when 
J  had  feen  the  method  of  making 
faltpetre  in  the  different  provin¬ 
ces  of  Spain.  X  have  now  evi¬ 
dent  proofs  that  the  bafis  of  nitre 
really  exifls  in  the  earth  and  in 
plants,  the  fame  as  in  the  Soda  of 
Alicant.  Let  thefe  learned  gen¬ 
tlemen  come  to  Spain,  they  may 
convince  themfeives  of  this  truth, 
and  fee  faltpetre  with  its  alkaline 
bafis,  in  the  manufactures  of  Caf- 
tile,  Aragon,  Navarre,  Valencia, 
Murcia,  and  Andalufia,  where  it 
is  made  without  the  affiflance  of 
vegetable  matter ;  fometirnes  throw¬ 
ing  in  a  handful  of  afhes  of  mat- 
weed,  merely  to  filter  the  lye  of 
earth,  and  though  they  often  meet 
with  gypfeous  Hone  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  their  works,  yet  they 
make  excellent  faltpetre  by  boiling 
the  lixivium  of  their  lands  orsly? 
in  which  they  do  not  find  an  atom 
©f  gypfum  ;  confequendy  they  have 
gunpowder  in  Spain,  without  be¬ 
ing  indebted  for  its  fixed  alkali, 
to  the  vegetable  kingdom,  and 
without  the  vifible  or  fenfible  con- 
verfion  of  the  vitriolic  acid  of  gyp¬ 
fum  into  the  nitrous. 

Having  thus  difcovered  in  Spain 
a  perfect  fixed  alkali  in  the  earth, 
I  purfued  my  obfervations  on  other 
falts,  and  vegetable  productions, 
and  after  many  reflections  and  ex¬ 
periments,  I  difcovered  that  fimi- 
lar  fixed  alkalies,  many  oils,  and 
neutral  falts,  proceed  from  differ-* 

S 


ent  combinations  of  the  air,  earth, 
and  water,  with  fuch  matters  as 
the  air  conveys  in  a  diflolved  ftate, 
and  that  thefe  three  elements, 
riling,  falling,  and  meeting,  com¬ 
bine  together,  and  form  new 
bodies  in  the  organs  of  vegeta¬ 
tion. 

Thofe  who  are  verfed  in  phy- 
fics,  agree,  that  all  the  fubflances 
of  the  very  globe  we  inhabit,  con- 
fill  of  the  combinations  of  fire, 
water,  earth,  and  air;  why  then 
deny  them  the  power  of  combin¬ 
ing,  in  the  living  organs  of  plants  ? 
when  we  fo  often  perceive  in  them, 
the  faculty  of  changing,  and  tranf- 
fcrming  productions  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  nature.  In  proof  of  it,  we 
find  that  many  cruciformed  plants 
give,  by  analyfis,  the  fame  volatile 
alkali  as  animals,  notwithfianding 
that  their  tubes  are  fimilar  to  the 
eye  with  thofe  that  give  acids. 

Some  plants  have  their  roots  fo 
fmall,  and  yet  their  branches, 
leaves  and  fruit  fo  ponderous,  that 
it  appears  irnpofli&le,  fo  inconfi- 
derable  a  root  fhould  draw  fuffi- 
cient  nurture  out  of  the  earth  for 
fuch  various  purpofes.  it  feems 
therefore,  that  the  ambient  air, 
containing  many  diflolved  bodies, 
penetrates  into  the  plants,  and 
combines  in  the  vegetative  tubes, 
forming  thofe  fubflances  difcovered 
by  analyfation. 

X  have  frequently  feen  water 
melons  in  Spain  weigh  from  twen¬ 
ty  to  thirty  pounds,  with  a  fiem  of 
only  two  or  three  ounces,  fo  great 
was  the  increafe  of  the  fibrous  and 
tubulous  fubftance  of  thofe  plants, 
owing  to  the  watery  particles  they 
imbibed  from  the  air.  It  Ihould 
feem  then,  that  many  plants  draw 
their  principal  fupport  from  the 
air,  water,  and  a  fmall  portion  of 

earthy 
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earth,  combined  by  the  impercep¬ 
tible  labour  of  the  vegetative  tubes, 
and  veffels  of  air,  which  convert 
thofe  matters  into  the  products  we 
contemplate,  and  taile ;  many 
plants  producing  all  thefe  effe&s 
in  water  only  ;  and  we  hnd  that 
mint,  and  other  odoriferous  plants 
vvhofe  roots  grow  in  water,  and  in 
the  air,  give  the  fame  fpiritus  rec¬ 
tor,  and  oils,  as  thofe  that  grow 
in  the  earth. 

Botanifts  know  verv  well  that 

4 

thofe  aquatic  plants  that  fpring  up 
from  the  bottom  of  waters  have, 
with  a  very  trifling  deviation,  the 
fame  properties  and  qualities  in 
the  frozen  regions,  as  in  fultry 
and  parching  climates,  and  that 
their  acrimony,  cauflicity,  infipi- 
dity,  and  coolnefs,  are  invariable. 

The  experiments  made  by  Van 
Helmont  on  the  willow- tree,  mak- 
ing  it  grow  in  water  and  a  fmall 
portion  of  dried  earth,  fhew  how 
much  air,  and  water,  added  to  the 
internal  labour  of  plants,  contri¬ 
bute  to  vegetation. 

In  the  memoirs  of  the  French 
academy  of  fciences,  we  And  ex¬ 
periments  of  a  celebrated  chemift, 
to  prove  the  exiftence  of  three 
neutral  falts,  in  the  extract  of  bor- 
rage.  If  he  had  gone  further,  and 
proved  that  one  of  thefe  three  fahs, 
exifted  in  the  earth,  which  pro¬ 
duced  the  borrage,  he  would  have 
illuftrated  the  fyftem  of  phyfics, 
and  cleared  up  the  point  I  am 
fpeaking  of.  The  fame  memoirs 
mention  another  academician,  who 
reared  an  oak  tor  many  years, 
only  with  water,  the  confequences 
of  which  fpeak  for  themfelves. 

There  are  millions  of  firs  about 
Valladolid,  and  Tortofa,  replete 
with  turpentine,  and  growing  in  a 
fmall  portion  of  earth,  and  great 
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qaantity  of  fand,  in  which  it 
would  be  difficult  to  prove  that 
the  thoufandth  part  of  the  turpen¬ 
tine,  fo  plentifully  produced  by 
thefe  trees,  had  exilied  ;  of  courfe, 
it  mull  be  owing  to  channels  of 
air,  connected  with  the  tubes  of 
vegetation. 

The  condu&ory  veffels  of  the 
wormwood  of  Granada,  convey  a 
bitternefs  to  the  very  juice  of  the 
fugar  cane,  which  grows  by  its 
fide  :  the  foil  of  the  king’s  botanic 
garden  at  Madrid,  is  of  one  equal 
kind,  for  all  the  different  plants 
that  are  reared  there  ;  yet  fome 
produce  a  wholefome  fruit,  while 
others  near  them,  are  poifonous ; 
and  one,  with  fixed  alkali,  will 
thrive  ciofe  to  another,  full  of  vo¬ 
latile  alkali. 

The  mountains  and  vallies  of 
Spain,  as  well  as  the  gardens,  are 
full  of  aromatic  plants,  yet  I  do 
not  know  that  any  body  has  ever 
extraded  by  analyfis,  any  aroma¬ 
tic  water,  or  volatile  oil,  from  any 
uncultivated  land. 

The  variation  of  foil,  or  cul¬ 
ture,  may  alter  the  form  of  plants, 
change  the  lullre  of  their  drapery, 
or  give  additional  flavour  to  their 
fruit,  but  it  can  never  change 
their  effence  and  nature.  In 
proof  of  this,  it  is  known,  there 
is  only  one  indigenous  tulip  in 
Euiope,  (I  found  it  in  flower  near 
Almaden,)  it  is  fmall,  yellow,  and 
ugly,  appearing  only  in  the  fpring. 
Gardeners  may  invent  modes  of 
cultivation,  try  all  the  climates  of 
Europe,  they  may  produce  larg¬ 
er  tulips  with  brighter  colours, 
but  they  all  will  be  inodorous  ; 
and  the  little  tulip  of  Spain  will 
give,  by  analyfis,  the  very  fame 
produd  as  the  moft  fuperb  of  the 
eaft,  whole  beautiful  garment  in 

common 
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common  with  other  gay  flowers,  is 
owing  to  the  phlogifton  in  the  or¬ 
gans  of  vegetation,  and  not  to 
iron  as  has  been  thought.  T  his 
phlogifton  is  manife.fi:  by  analyfis 
in  the  leaves,  where  the  lead  atom 
of  iron  has  never  been  difcovered. 

There  are  many  lands  in  Spain 
which  naturally  produce  faltpetre, 
fea-falt,  and  vitriolic  falts ;  bm 
the  plants  which  grow  fpontaneouf- 
]y  in  thole  foils,  give  by  anaiyiis 
the  fame  prod u ft  as  thole  of  their 
fpecies  in  gardens,  where  there 
never  was  any  appearance  of  fait- 
petre,  fea-falc,  or  vitriolic  acid. 

'Analize  as  often  as  you  pleafe, 
thole  plants  fo  numerous  near  iron 
mines,  vvhofe  roots  penetrate  into 
the  very  ore,  or  thofe  that  grow  in 
ferruginous  and  fuperficial  earth, 
I  am  fure  you  will  not  colled  from 
their  roots,  branches,  allies,  ex¬ 
tracts,  or  oils,  more  iron,  than 
what  is  found  in  the  fame  fpecies 
of  plants  that  fpring  up  in  places 
without  the  leatl  communication 
with  any  fuch  minerals. 

Whatever  efficacy  there  may  be 
in  culture,  and  manure,  to  re¬ 
move,  abforb,  and  open  the  pores 
of  the  earth,  enriching  the  watery 
particles,  that  rife  in  the  vegeta¬ 
tive  tubes,  conveying  new  jub¬ 
ilances  which  contribute  to  that 
perfection,  we  obierve,  from  the 
foil,  and  which  they  lofe  when 
tranfplanvd,  yet  they  ftill  attain 
various  fubftances  of  vegetation 
from  the  air,  which  che mills  may 
look  for  in*  vain  in  the  earth*. 


Many  plants  are  emollient  in 
the  fpring  and  fummer,  and  aftrin- 
gent  in  autumn  and  winter.  Their 
mucilaginous  quality  admits  of  al¬ 
teration  in  the  tubes,  and  the  com¬ 
bination  of  earth,  air,  and  water, 
engenders  a  vitriolic  acid  f,  juft  as 
the  alkali  and  the  leaves  receive 
colour  .  from  the  phlogifton  ;  from 
whence  I  conceive  the  reafon  of  the 
nitrous  foil  in  Spain,  abounding 
with  fuch  a  prodigious  quantity  of 
fixed  natural  alkali  ;  which  calls 
to  my  mind  what  is  fondly  ad¬ 
vanced  by  the  adepts,  “  that  fome 
lands  have  the  natural  properties 
of  loadftone  to  attrad  peculiar  fub- 
flances  from  the  air.55 

It  is  certain  then,  that  plants 
have  proper  tubes  to  attrad  the 
elements,  and  form  a  natural  fixed 
alkali,  and  have  peculiar  feparate 
principles  which  only  combine  by 
the  means  of  fire  in  the  ad*of  com- 
bullion  to  form  that  artificial  fixed 
alkali  1  had  been  taught  to  believe 
was  the  only  one  that  exifted  in 
nature. 

Perhaps  the  foda  and  falicornia 
may  thrive  better  when  nurtured 
by  fait  water,  but  it  isnolefs  cer¬ 
tain  that  the  alkaline  bails  of  com¬ 
mon  fait  is  found  formed  in  thefe 
two  plants,  and  in  many  others  as 
well  as  in  the  barilla,  which  is 
fowed  in  many  parts  of  Spain, 
where  they  make  as  good  foap  as 
that  famous  fort  at  Alicant  made 
with  foda  and  falicornia.  With 
refped  to  neutral  falts,  there  are  ac 
leaft  five  fubftances,  in  which  they 


*  The  ingenious  author  of  this  reafoning  does  not  Teem  to  be  aware,  that  it 
would  be  equally  fruitlejs  to  look,  for  thefe  fubftances  in  the  water,  or  in  the 
air.  It  is  true  that  we  cannot  extrad  turpentine  from  the  land,  or  from  the 
earth,  in  which  the  fir  trees  of  Valladolid  and  Tortola  grow  -y  but  it  is  equally 
true, fthat  we  cannot  extrad  it  either  from  the  air,  or  from  the  water  of  thofe 
countries. 

f  The  exigence  of  vitriolic  acid  in  vegetables  has  not  yet  been  proved. 

£  are 
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are  found,  viz.  earth,  plants,  fait 
water,  mineral,  and  artificial  fub- 
itances. 

After  this  digreffion,  let  us  now 
fee  how  faltpetre  is  generally  made 
in  France  and  in  Spain  ;  I  lav  no¬ 
thing  of  England  or  Holland,  be- 
caufe  they  make  none,  importing 
what  they  want  from  the  Eait  In¬ 
dies,  where  it  is  found  naturally 
in  the  earth,  as  in  Spain,  where  I 
have  feen  faltpetre  made  with  the 
lixivium  of  nitrous  earth,  collected 
in  places  where  perhaps  there  never 
was  a  tree  nor  a  plant. 

In  Paris  they  have  feventeen 
faltpetre  works  :  every  thing  that 
is  carried  on  there,  as  well  as  in 
other  part  of  the  kingdom,  is  done 
according  to  royal  ordinances,  in 
the  manner  I  am  going  to  relate: 
the  rubbilh  and  filth  of  old  houfes 
is  carried  to  the  works,  and  pound- 
ed  with  hammers ;  the  dull  is  then 
put  into  calks,  perforated  at  bot¬ 
tom,  the  aperture  covered  with 
ilraw,  to  give  a  free  paffage  to  the 
liquor.  Water  is  then  poured  on 
this  dull,  which  in  its  paffage  car¬ 
ries  away  all  the  faline  matter. 
This  impregnated  matter  is  called 
a  lye,  which  if  they  were  at  that 
period  to  boil,  would  produce  falt¬ 
petre  of  a  greafy  nature  ;  to  re¬ 
medy  this,  they  purchafe  the  allies 
of  all  the  wood  fires  in  Paris,  from 
which  they  alfo  draw  a  lye  that  is 
mixed  with  the  former,  then  boil 
up  the  whole*.  In  proportion  as 
the  water  evaporates,  the  common 
fait  which  cryitaliizes  when  hot, 
foon  falls  to  the  bottom  of  the 
cauldron,  and  the  faltpetre,  which 
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only  cryllallizes  when  cool,  re¬ 
mains  diffolved  in  the  water.  They 
draw  off  this  water,  loaded  with  falt¬ 
petre,  into  other  velTels,  and  place 
it  in  the  fhade,  where  the  nitre 
cryllallizes.  This  is  called  falt¬ 
petre  of  the  firft  boiling,  having 
llill  fome  remains  of  common  fait, 
earth,  and  greafy  matter,  incor¬ 
porated  with  it ;  it  is  conveyed  to 
the  arfenal  to  be  properly  refined, 
being  boiled  over  again,  and  left 
to  cryftallize  two  or  three  times,  or 
more  if  found  neceffary  ;  by  which 
means  it  is  cleared  of  all  its  impu¬ 
rities,  and  becomes  perfe&ly  adapt¬ 
ed  to  the  making  of  gunpowder, 
and  the  other  ufes  to  which  it  is 
applied  in  the  arts;  but  for  medi¬ 
cal  purpofes,  it  mull  undergo  ano¬ 
ther  purification.  Thofe  who  are 
curious  of  being  more  exailly  in¬ 
formed,  may  find  a  very  accurate 
account  of  thefe  works  in  the  me¬ 
moirs  of  the  academy  of  fciences 
by  Mr.  Petit,  to  which  I  refer 
them. 

In  Spain,  where  a  third  part  of 
all  the  lands,  and  the  very  dull  on 
the  roads  in  the  eallern  and  fouth- 
ern  parts  of  the  kingdom,  contain 
natural  faltpetre,  I  have  feen  them 
prepare  it  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner  : 

They  plough  the  ground  two  or 
three  times  in  winter,  and  fpring, 
near  the  villages.  In  Auguft  thev 
pile  it  up  in  heaps  of  twenty  and. 
thirty  feet  high  :  then  fill  with 
this  earth  a  range  of  veffefs,  of  a 
conic  fhape,  perforated  at'  bottom, 
obferving  to  cover  the  aperture 
with  mat-weed  and  a  few  allies,  two 


*  The  facl  feems  to  be  this ;  the  fait  they  obtain  from  the  lye  of  the  rubbilh, 
E  a  nitre  with  an  earthy  balls,  the  fixed  vegetable  alkali  procured  from  the  wood 
alhe^  is  then  added  ;  this  alkali  precipitates  the  earth  from  the  nitrous  acid,  and 
taking  its  place,  forms  true  faltpetre. 
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or  three  fingers  deep,  that  the 
water  may  juft  filter  through. 
They  then  pour  on  the  water, 
(fometimes  without  putting  any 
afhes) ;  the  lye  that  refults  from 
this  operation  is  put  into  a  boiier. 
The  common  fait,  which  as  we 
faid  before  precipitates,  and  cry- 
itallizes  when  warm,  falls  to  the 
bottom  of  the  cauldron  in  a  pro¬ 
portion  of  40  lb*  to  a  quintal  of 
materials  *  ;  then  the  liquor  is 
poured  into  buckets  placed  in  the 
fhade,  where  it  (boots,  and  cry- 
ftallizes  into  faltpetre.  The  great 
quantity  of  common  fait  which 
accompanies  the  nitre,  makes  me 
think,  that  the  marine  acid  with 
its  bafis  is  converted  into  nitre. 
The  fame  earth,  deprived  of  its 
nitrous  quality  by  this  procefs,  is 
again  Carried  back  to  the  fields, 
and  expofed  to  the  elements,  by 
which  means  in  the  courfe  of  a 
twelvemonth,  affifted  by  the  all- 
powerful  and  inviil ble  hand  of  na¬ 
ture,  it  again  becomes  impregnat¬ 
ed  with  a  frefn  fupply  of  nitre  ; 
and  what  is  Hill  more  furpriiing, 
and  cannot  be  obferved  without 
admiring  the  wonderful  works  of 
the  omnipotent  Creator,  the  fame 
lands  have  produced  time  imme¬ 
morial  an  equal  quantity  of  fait- 
petre  ;  fo  that  if  the  fupreme 
power  was  to  annihilate  all  the 
factitious  faltpetre  of  France  and 
Germany,  Spain  alone  could  fup- 
ply  the  reft  of  the  world,  without 
the  aid  of  a  fixed  alkali,  allies  or 
vegetables,  if  public  ceconomy  \ 
jodied  hands  with  induftry,  and 
affifted  in  bringing  thefe  great 
points  to  perfection.  I  once  alked 
one  of  thefe  people  the  reafon  of 

*  The  Spanifh  quintal  Is  scolb.  we! 
arrobe  of  Madrid  is  25  lb,  Spanilh,  and 
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that  conftant  production  of  fait- 
petre,  but  his  only  anfwer  was* 
<f  I  have  two  Felds,  I  fow  one 
(t  with  corn,  and  have  a  crop,  I 
6t  plough  the  other,  and  it  fur- 
“  n iilies  me  faltpetre.” 

This  faltpetre  thus  cryflallized  is 
fimilar  to  that  of  Paris  of  the  firft 
boiling.  Jn  Spain  they  only  boil 
it  once  more,  and  it  becomes  per¬ 
fect,  and  proper  for  making  of 
gunpowder,  aqua  fortis,  and  other 
purpofes  of  the  fhops.  Its  bafis 
placed  in  a  cellar,  attracts  the 
dampnefs  of  the  air,  lofes  its  ac¬ 
tivity,  and  forms  a  fixed  alkali, 
which  mixed  with  the  vitriolic 
acid,  forms  a  vitriolated  tartar,  a 
certain  proof  that  the  nitrous  air 
of  Spain  is  natural  and  perfect  in 
itfelf,  without  the  affiftance  of  any 
fixed  alkali  whatever. 

I  fhall  not  dwell  upon  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  faltpetre,  fulphur,  and 
coal,  ufed  in  the  making  of  gun¬ 
powder  ;  as  it  depends  upon  ex¬ 
perience,  and  is  generally  known. 
I  was  prefent  at  the  proofs  made 
by  the  king’s  officers  in  Granada* 
to  afeertain  whether  the  powder 
had  the  qualities  required,  in  or¬ 
der  to  be  admitted  or  refufed;  but 
I  do  not  think  thofe  proofs  were 
to  the  purpofe,  as  new  made  pow¬ 
der  perhaps  may  throw  a  ball  to 
the  dillance  required  ;  yet  to  form 
a  true  judgment  of  its  real  quality 
and  goodnefs,  it  fhould  be  tried  in 
different  places  and  climates,  and 
at  various  feafons  of  the  year  ;  for 
I  am  convinced  that  the  gun- 
powdef  which  would  come  up  to 
the  ftrength  required  by  the  king 
in  the  dry  and  warm  climate  of 
Andaiufia,  would  be  found  defi¬ 
ght,  and  about  q 7  lb.  Engliffi.  The 
lour  arrobes  make  one  quintal. 
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ciient  In  the  damp  and  moift  air  of 
Galicia,  which  Ihews  how  little 
fuch  experiments  are  to  be  de¬ 
pended  upon.  Of  all  the  inven¬ 
tions  I  know  of  for  this  purpofe, 
the  leaft  imperfect  is  that  of  Mr. 
Darcy,  a  defign  of  which  may  be 
feen  in  the  firft  volume  of  Mr. 
Beaume’s  treatife  on  chemiftry. 

When  the  Count  de  Aranda  was 
director  of  the  engineers,  I  re¬ 
member  an  old  officer  of  artillery 
informed  me  that  in  the  lafl  wars 
in  Italy,  he  had  feen  barrels  of 
gunpowder,  that  were  good  in  the 
morning,  and  bad  the  next  night: 
this  did  not  furprize  me,  knowing 
the  variations  of  weather,  and  the 
effedls  of  dampnefs  piercing  thro’ 
the  calks  and  damaging  the  pow¬ 
der,  fo  as  to  render  it  unfit  for 
fervice,  for  which  reafon  every  pre¬ 
caution  Ihould  be  taken  to  guard 
again  It  thefe  inconveniences. 


Extratt  from  Dr .  Ingenhoufz’j  Ac¬ 
count  of  a  new  inflammable  Air , 
which  can  be  made  in  a  Moment , 
without  Apparatus ,  and  is  as  flt 
for  Exploflon  as  any  other  inflam¬ 
mable  Gaffes. 

# 

[ From  the  Phi/of.  ‘Tranf.  Vol.  69.  J 

THE  difcovery  of  the  various 
kinds  of  inflammable  airs 
or  gaffes  becoming  powerfully  ex- 
plofive,  when  they  are  mixed  with 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  common 
air,  and  flill  more  fo  when  they 
are  combined  with  dephlogifli- 
cated  air,  is  one  of  thofe  improve¬ 
ments  in  natural  philofophy  which, 
giving  occafion  to  various  amufing 
and  interefiing  experiments,  have 
call  at  the  fame  time  anewlight  upon 
fome  powerful  agents,  whofe  mif- 


chievous  force  was  known,  though 
their  nature  was  flill  in  the  dark. 

As  thofe  inflammable  airs  have 
been  of  late  years  one  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  philofophical  amufements,  I 
intend  to  lay  before  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety  an  eafy  method  of  producing, 
without  any  trouble  or  particular 
apparatus,  fuch  quantity  of  an  in¬ 
flammable  air  or  gafs  as  may  be 
required. 

Being  at  Amfterdam  in  Novem¬ 
ber  1 777,  Meffieurs  JEneae  and 
Cuthbertfoo,  two  ingenious  philo- 
fophers  of  that  city,  were  fo  good 
as  to  lhevv  me  fome  curious  expe¬ 
riments  with  explofive  and  in¬ 
flammable  airs  of  different  kinds. 
They  produced  an  inflammable 
air,  by  mixing  together  equal 
quantities  of  oil  of  vitriol  and  fpi- 
rit  of  wine,  and  applying  heat  to 
the  phial  containing  the  com¬ 
pound,  A  great  quantity  of  white 
vapour  was  extricated,  which, 
paffing  up  the  inverted  receiver 
filled  with  water,  fettled  at  the 
top  and  depreffed  the  water,  as 
other  airs  do.  This  air  foon  be¬ 
came  clear,  the  white  fumes  being 
abforbed  by  the  water.  This  air 
was  eafily  lighted  in  an  open  cy¬ 
lindrical  glafs,  and  burnt  almoft 
as  clear  as  a  candle,  the  flame  de- 
fcending  gradually  lower  and  lower 
till  it  reached  the  bottom.  A  very 
little  quantity  of  this  air  mixed 
with  common  or  dephlogifticated 
air,  for  inftance,  one  fourteenth 
or  one  tenth  part,  and  kindled  by 
an  ele&rical  fpark,  exploded  with 
a  very  loud  report,  and  fluttered 
the  glafs  to  pieces  in  which  it  was 
kindled,  when  it  did  not  find  a 
ready  vent. 

They  had  contrived  a  kind  of  a 
piftol  for  the  purpofe,  confifting  of 
a  flrong  cylindrical  glafs  tube  with 
a  piflon  adapted  to  it.  To  the 
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end  of  this  tube  was  fixed  a  brafs 
barrel,  like  that  of  a  common 
piAoly  into  this  barrel  a  brafs  bul¬ 
let  was  put  loofe,  fo  that  the  bar¬ 
rel  was  placed  a  little  above  the 
level,  to  prevent  the  bullet  rolling 
out.  The  barrel  was  dire&ed  to  a 
board  of  oak  at  eight  or  ten  feet 
didance.  A  proper  quantity  of 
common  and  inflammable  air  (pro¬ 
duced  in  the  manner  above  men¬ 
tioned)  being  drawn  into  the  glafs 
tube  by  means  of  the  pi  lion,  it 
was  fired  by  directing  an  electrical 
explofion  through  it.  The  explo- 
Jlon  was  very  loud  :  the  ball  hit 
the  board  with  fuch  a  force  that  it 
made  a  ftrong  impreffion  in  it,  and 
recoiled  with  a  confiderable  force, 
fo  as  to  hit  the  wall  behind  us* 
and  to  put  us  in  fome  danger  of 
being  hurt  by  its  rebounding 
force. 

The  fame  gentlemen  told  me, 
that  this  inflammable  air  had  in 
fome  refpeCls  the  advantage  over 
the  inflammable  airs  extracted  from 
metals  by  the  vitriolic  or  marine 
acid,  and  that  extracted  from  mud 
or  mar  flies ;  becaufe  this  air  being 
heavier  than  either  of  thefe  airs, 
and  even  than  common  air,  is  not 
fo  eafiiy  lofl  out  of  an  open  vefiel ; 
and,  that  when  it  efcapes  into  the 
open  air,  it  agreeably  perfumes 
the  room  with  the  fmell  of  fpiritus 
*vitrioli  duldt  or  aether  ;  whereas 
the  other  inflammable  airs,  which 
from  their  lefs  fpeciflc  gravity 
efcape  eafiiy  into  the  common  air, 
yield  an  offenAve,  difagreeable 
ilench. 

Mr.  yEneae,  having  examined 
the  fpeciflc  gravities  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  inflammable  airs  compared  with 
common  air,  favoured  me  with  the 
following  refult  of  his  inquiries  : 

A  veffel,  which  contained  the 
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weight  of  1^8  grains  of  common 
air,  contained  25  grains  of  inflam¬ 
mable  air  extra&ed  from  iron  by 
vitriolic  acid,  ana  92  grains  of  in¬ 
flammable  air  extracted  from  mud 
or  marines,  and  150  grains  of  that 
extracted  from  oil  of  vitriol  and 
fpirit  of  wine. 

I  was  much  pleafed  with  the 
above-mentioned  experiment,  and 
immediately  thought  that  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  extrading  this  inflamma¬ 
ble  air  or  vapour  could  be  dif- 
penfed  with  by  employing  vitriolic 
aether, .which  in  reality  is  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  vapour  expelled  by  heat 
from  oil  of  vitriol  and  fpirit  of 
wine,  which  vapour,  condenfed  in 
the  procefs  of  diflillation,  yields 
aether.  N 

The  ArA  attempts  I  made  proved 
unfuccefsful  ;  however,  the  rea- 
fons  why  I  did  not  fucceed  in  the 
beginning  I  found  afterwards  to 
be,  either  that  I  employed  too 
great  a  quantity  of  aether,  or  that 
the  air  or  vapour  of  the  aether  was 
not  thoroughly  incorporated  with 
the  other  air  ;  for  the  fame  num¬ 
ber  of  drops  of  aether  poured  into 
the  air  piAol,  which  would  not 
produce  an  explofion  when  the 
piAol  was  not  fhaken,  made  a  very 
loud  one  when  it  was  forcibly  agi¬ 
tated. 

The  fureA  method  of  fucceeding 
I  And  to  be  the  following :  I  dip 
a  frnall  glafs  tube,  open  on  botlm 
Ades,  and  the  bore  of  which  is  one 
twelfth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  into 
a  phial  containing  aether,  and  when 
two  or  three  drops  of  the  liquid  have 
entered  the  tube  I  apply  my  Anger 
to  the  upper  end  of  it,  to  keep  the 
liquor  fufpended.  I  take  the  tube 
out  of  the  phial,  and  thruA  it 
immediately  into  a  fmall  caoui- 
chouck ,  or  elaAic  gum  bottle  :  this 
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being  done,  I  withdraw  my  finger 
from  the  tube,  and  take  it  out  of 
the  caoutchouck  ;  thus  the  little 
quantity  of  aether,  fufpended  in  the 
end  of  the  tube,  is  dropped  into 
the  caoutchouck ,  the  neck  of  which 
is  to  be  immediately  inverted  into 
the  orifice  of  the  air  piilol,  and, 
after  giving  it  a  gentle  fqueeze, 
withdrawn  out  of  it  :  after  which, 
a  bullet  or  a  cork  is  to  be  thru  it 
into  the  mouth  of  the  piilol,  when 
it  is  ready  for  firing.  This  whole 
operation  may  be  performed  in  the 
fp ace  of  five  or  fix  feconds. 

The  confiderable  force  of  explo- 
fion,  and  the  loud  report  of  the 
ordinary  inflammable  airs,  induc¬ 
ed  Mr.  Volta,  of  Como,  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  thefe  airs  might,  per¬ 
haps,  become  a  fubftitute  to  gun¬ 
powder.  If  this  expectation  had 
been  well  founded,  the  greatell 
dejideratum  would,  I  think,  have 
been  to  find  out  a  way  to  pro¬ 
duce  fuch  air  at  any  time  without 
trouble,  and  to  carry  it  about  in 
as  little  compafs  as  pofiible:  which 
two -conditions  1  fhould  have  pretty 
nearly  fulfilled,  as  all  the  inflam¬ 
mable  air  requilite  for  the  explofion 
of  the  piflols  contrived  by  Mr. 
Volta  is  contained  in  the  buik  of 
one  Angle  drop  of  aether  ;  which 
drop,  poured  in  the  piltol  itfelf,  is 
full  fufhcient  to  produce  a  very 
powerful  explofion. 

I  found  that  zether,  in  which  as 
much  urinous  phofphorus  is  dif- 
fiolved  as  will  make  it  luminous  in 
the  dark,  when  fome  drops  are 
poured  upon  water  ;  is  very  brifk 
in  taking  fire,  when  employed  for 
an  inflammable  air  piilol ;  but  that 
the  experiment,  when  repeated, 
will  be  apt  to  fail,  becaufe  the 
phofphoric  acid  which  remains  in 
the  piilol ,  and  by  its  nature  at- 
Vol.  XXIII. 
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traCts  the  humidity  of  the  atmo- 
fphere,  will  foon  fill  the  infide  of 
the  piilol  with  a  coat  of  moiiture, 
and  prevent  the  eleCtrical  fpark  from 
kindling  the  inflammable  air. 

It  appeared,  that  a  little  cam- 
phire  diflolved  in  aether  increafes 
its  explofive  force,  and  makes  it 
lefs  apt  to  fail. 

As  this  inflammable  air  is  hea¬ 
vier  than  common  air,  it  is  clear, 
that  the  mouth  of  the  air  piilol 
fhould  be  kept  upwards  a.t  the  time 
of  changing  it ;  whereas  it  is  better 
to  invert  the  piilol  when  the  ordi¬ 
nary  inflammable  airs  are  employ¬ 
ed,  which,  being  fpecifically  lighter 
than  common  air,  rife  of  them- 
felves  in  the  piilol  when  its  mouth 
is  placed  inverted  upon  the  ori¬ 
fice  of  the  veil'd  which  contains 
them.  * 

It  is  true,  that  the  fqueezing 
tke  elafticgum  bottle,  when  placed 
upon  the  piilol,  forces  fome  of  the 
inflammable  gafs  out  of  it,  which, 
is  loll  in  the  common  air  ;  but 
notwithstanding  this  walle,  the  in¬ 
flammable  air  which  remains  in 
the  piilol  is  fufiicient  to  produce  a 
loud  report,  which  is  all  that  is 
required.  Indeed,  one  Angle  drop 
of  the  aether  could  be  eafily  fhaken. 
out  of  the  glafs  tube  immediately 
into  the  piilol,  without  making 
ufe  of  the  eialtic  gum  bottle  ;  but 
this  drop,  evaporating  into  elaftic 
air,  leaves  behind  it  a  good  deal 
of  moiiture,  whether  inherent  in, 
the  tether  itfelf,  or  attracted  from 
the  aunofphere.  1  his  moiiture,  in 
the  way  I  ufe  to  load  the  piitol, 
remains  in  the  eialtic  gum  bbttle, 
which  is  therefore  always  found 
moilt  when  the  experiment  is  re¬ 
peated  feveral  times. 

It  was,  indeed,  known  before 
this  time,  that' aether  and  o  her 
I  v  da* 
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volatile  inflammable  liquors  fpread, 
by  evaporating,  inflammable  efflu¬ 
via  thro’  the  furrounding  air,  efpe- 
eially  when  they  are  heated  ;  and 
that  thefe  effluvia  have  fometimes 
by  the  imprudent  approach  of  a 
candle  taken  Are,  and  conveyed 
the  inflammation  to  the  liquor  it- 
felf :  but  I  never  heard  that  any 
body  employed  thefe  liquors  in- 
Head  of  ordinary  inflammable  air 
in  communicating  to  common  air 
an  exp  lo  five  quality,  or  in  firing 
inflammable  air  piftols,  before  I 
communicated  the  experiment  to 
my  friends. 

Dodor  Ingenhoufz  next  gives  a 
comparative  view  of  the  expanding 
force  of  this  air  and  of  gunpow¬ 
der,  together  with  forne  conflder- 
ations  on  the  nature  of  the  latter 
fubftanee.  In  the  appendix,  he 
has  given  the  following  account  of 
feme  farther  experiments  on  the 
fame  fubjefit : 

'In  the  foregoing  paper  I  at¬ 
tempted  to-give  a  comparative  view 
&f  the  explod ve  force  of  gunpow¬ 
der  and  inflammable  exploflve  air, 
which  latter  I  had  found  to  be  fo 
far  Abort  of  the  exploflve  force  of 
gunpowder  as  not  to  conceive  any 
well  grounded  hope  that  it  could 
ever  become  a  fubilitiite  to  this  in¬ 
gredient. 

At  that  time  I  had  not  yet  tried 
the  e fifed  of  very  pure  dephlogif¬ 
ticated  air  combined  with  that  in¬ 
flammable  air,  into  which  1  had 
found  that  vitriolic  aether  is  chang¬ 
ed  in  an  inflan t. 

I  muft  acknowledge,  that  I  had 
but  final  1  expectations  from  the 
force  of  thefe  two  airs  combined  5 
for  as  I  had  alwavs  obferved,  that 
aether  air  combined. with  common 
air  is  lefs  brifk  in  taking  fire,  and 
lefs  powerful  in  exploding,  than 


inflammable  air  extraded  from  the 
vitriolic  or  marine  acid,  I  thought 
that  the  fame  aether  air  combined 
with  very  pure  dephlogifticated  air 
would  alio  be  lefs  powerful  than, 
common  inflammable  air  from  me¬ 
tals,  But  how  far  experience  con- 
trad  ided  this  theoretical  analogy 
will  be  feen  in  the  following  lines. 

Abbe  Fontana  was  fo  good  as  to 
affift  me  in  this  purfuit.  Having 
produced  a  good  quantity  of  pure 
dephlogifticated  air  from  red  pre¬ 
cipitate  by  heat,  we  firft  filled  a 
ftrong  two-ounce  phial  (the  orifice 
of  which  was  fo  wide  that  it  could 
fcarce  be  covered  with  the  thumb, 
fo  that  the  bottle  was  aim  oft  cy¬ 
lindrical)  with  this  air,  in  the 
ufual  manner,  by  filling  it  firil 
with  water,  inverting  it,  and  let¬ 
ting  the  air  rife  in  it;  which  be¬ 
ing  done,  we  dropped  one  drop  of 
tether  (in  which  a  fmall  quantity 
of  camphire  was  diiTolved)  into  it, 
and  Ihut  it  Immediately  with  the 
thumb.  After  having  given  it 
feme  conculiions,  the  orifice  was 
applied  to  the  flame  of  a  candle, 
by  withdrawing  the  thumb  when 
the  orifice  was  clofe  to  the  flame  *, 
the  air  inftantly  took  fire,  and  ex¬ 
ploded  with  fuch  a  ftrong  report,, 
that,  if  the  •  phial  had  not  been, 
very  flout,  it  would  mofl  probably 
have  been  (battered  into  pieces, 
notwithftanding  its  wide  orifice. 
We  repeated  the  fame  experiment 
with  the  fame  fuccefs. 

I  was  the  more  ail  on i  Hied  at  the 
uncommon  loud  report  (confider- 
ing  the  wide  orifice  of  the  phial), 
becaufe,  having  often  tried  aether 
air  in  the  fame  way  with  common 
air,  I  never  found  it  explode  with 
any  confiderable  degree  of  force  ; 
and  therefore  X  found  it  neceflary, 
in  order  to  procure  a  lend  report. 
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to  kindle  it  by  an  eledlrical  fpark 
directed  through  the  piftol,  when 
its  orifice  was  ihut  up  by  a  cork, 
the  refinance  of  which  was  the 
chief  caufe  of  the  report. 

This  wonderful  effect  in  an  open 
veffel  could  not  fail  of  giving  me 
a  good  expectation  of  a  very  power¬ 
ful  effeCt,  if  this  compound  air  was 
fhut  up  in  an  air  piftol  by  a  cork 
fqueezed  into  its  orifice.  As  it 
had  been  now  kindled  twice  bv  the 
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flame  of  a  candle,  I  wanted  to  kin¬ 
dle  it  by  the  fame  means  in  an 
air  piftol  ;  for  this  purpofe  we  dril¬ 
led  a  fmall  hole  in  the  fide  of  the 
piftol,  which  was  made  of  tin,  and 
contained  about  nine  cubic  inches 
of  fpace.  We  filled  it  with  deph- 
logifticated  air  in  the  fame  manner 
as  we  had  filled  the  phial  by  means 
of  water;  and  after  having  poured 
into  it  one  drop  of  tether  by  means 
of  a  glafs  tube  (in  the  manner 
above  deferibed),  we  fhut  the  ori¬ 
fice  by  thrufting  a  cork  into  it, 
and  kept  a  finger  applied  to  the 
touch-hole  which  was  drilled  in 
the  fide  of  the  piftol.  To  avoid 
accidents  if  the^  piflol  fhould  hurft, 
we  thought  it  prudent  to  fqueeze 
the  cork  very  gently  into  the  ori¬ 
fice,  fo  that  the  refiftance  fhould 
be  very  moderate.  Abbe  Fontana 
wrapped  a  towel  round  the  piftol 
for  fecurity’s  fake,  leaving  only 
the  touch-hole  uncovered ;  which 
being  brought  near  the  flame  of 
a  wax  taper,  the  air  inftantly 
took  fire,  and  exploded  with  fuch 
a  ftrong  report,  that  his  hearing, 
as  well  as  mine,  was  much  hurt  by 
it.  The  cork,  which  was  a  very 
found  one,  flew  to  pieces  againft 
the  wall  ;  and  the  Abbe  felt  fuch 
a  confiderable  fhock  in  his  hands, 
that  he  did  not  think  it  fafe  to  re- 
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peat  the  experiment,  unlefs  a 
ftronger  piftol  could  be  procured. 

Encouraged  by  fuch  uncommon 
and  unexpedled  effe&s,  I  went  im¬ 
mediately  to  Mr.Nairne  to  enquire, 
whether  he  ftill  had  in  his  pofleflion 
a  ftrong  brafs  air  piftol,  which  he 
had  made  laft  fummer  according 
my  direction  ?  I  was  lucky  enough 
to  find  it :  nothing  was  to  be  done 
to  it  but  to  drill  a  touch-hole  in 
the  left  fide  of  it,  in  order  to 
kindle  it  by  a  flame  if  required. 
This  touch  hole  was  to  be  fhut  up 
by  a  brafs  male  ferew  fitted  exaflly 
to  it,  when  the  piftol  was  intend¬ 
ed  to  be  fired  by  an  elefilrical 
fpark. 

The  air  box  of  this  piftol  was  a 
cylinder  four  inches  long  and  two 
inches  in  diameter.  The  fore 
part  of  the  air  box,  to  which  the 
piftol  barrel  fitted  to  receive  a 
leaden  ball  or  a  cork  was  fixed, 
had  a  broad  fhoulder,  which  was 
faftened  to  the  body  of  the  air  box 
by  fix  ftrong  brafs  ferevvs,  which 
never  had  been  loofened  by  former 
explofions.  A  leaden  bullet,  wrap¬ 
ped  up  in  leather,  was  forcibly 
rammed  into  the  piftol  barrel  as 
far  as  the  ferew,  which  joins  the  bar¬ 
rel  with  the  air  box.  The  piftol  was 
filled  with  pure  dephlogifticated 
air  (which  was  drawn-in  by  the 
pifton  from  an  elaftic  gum  bottle), 
and  one  drop  of  aether  being  pour¬ 
ed  into  it,  the  air  within  was  kin¬ 
dled  by  an  ele£lrical  fpark  directed  1 
through  it.  The  air  took  fire: 
the  explofion  was  as  loud  as  that 
of  a  common  mufket,  and  the 
force  fo  great,  that  the  whole  fore 
part  of  the  air  box  with  the  piftol 
barrel  flew  off,  all  the  fix  ferews 
were  broke,  and  the  flrong  and 
tough  metal  of  which  they  were 
1  2  made 
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made  was  rent.  Three  ftrong  brafs 
i  crews,  by  which  the  bottom  of 
the  air  box  was  fixed  to  the  wooden 
handle,  were  loofened,  and  the 
whole  frame  of  the  piftol  was  out 
of  order.  The  fubftance  of  the  air 
barrel,  where  it  was  tore,  was  of 
the  thicknefs  of  about  a  half  crown 
piece. 

Being  now  convinced,  that  tho? 
inflammable  air  from  metals  with 
jdephlogjfticated  or  common  air,  is 
far  inferior  to  the  force  of  gun¬ 
powder,  the  explofive  force  of  the 
compound  of  dephlogifdcated  and 
aether  air  approaches  it  much  near¬ 
er,  1  thought  it  worth  while  to  fit 
the  piftol  up  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
£o  be  out  of  all  danger  of  burfting. 
For  this  purpofe  1  defired  Mr. 
Nairne  to  adapt,  and  folder  to  the 
fore  part  of  the  air  box,  a  hollow 
cone  of  brafs,  the  extremity  of 
which  Ihould  terminate  in  the  gun 
barrel. 

As  the  pifton  could  not  reach  to 
the  extremity  of  this  conical  hol¬ 
low  (which  confequently  muff  be 
always  filled  with  common  air),  I 
defired  him  to  fix  to  the  pifton  art 
ivory  cone,  through  which  the  two 
wires  would  pafs.to  meet  one  ano¬ 
ther  at  the  furface  of  the  cone, 
leaving  an  interlace  between  them 
of  about  one  line,  through  which 
/the  electrical  fpark  ihould  leap 
and  fet  fire  to  the  air.  This  ivory 
cone  Hunting  up  exactly  the  whole 
cavity  of  the  air  box,  no  air  could 
come  into  it  but  what  was  drawn 
in  by  the  piiton. 

The  cone,  inltead  of,  ivory,  may 
be  made  of  fblid  glafs,  which  is  a 
better  non-condudor  than  ivory. 
The  canals  in  the  ivory,  through 
which  the  two  wires  pafs,  may  be 
made  wide  enough  to  contain  a 
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glafs  tube,  through  which  th& 
wires  pafs  5  or  to  be  filled  with  a 
non-conduding  cement,  as  heal¬ 
ing-wax,  for  the  fame  purpofe. 
The  cone  may  even  be  made  of 
brafs,  provided  two  glafs  tubes  are 
lodged  in  it,  to  give  a  paftage  to 
the  two  wires. 

I  kindle  this  pi  Idol  fometimes 
by  putting  in  the  touch -hole  a  lit¬ 
tle  bit  of  a  cotton  thread  foaked  in 
moiil  gunpowder  and  dried  after¬ 
wards  ;  or  a  bit  of  thofe  paper 
matches  which  the  Chinefe  put 
into  thofe  little  fquibs,  which  go 
by  the  name  of  India  crackers.  I 
fometimes  kindle  it  by  holding  the 
flame  of  a  candle  or  a  burning 
paper  to  the  touch-hole.  In  this 
cafe  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
touch-hole  muff  be  kept  upwards., 
if  the  piftol  is  loaded  with  inflam¬ 
mable  air  from  metals,  becaufe 
this  air  being  lighter  than  common 
air,  will  rife  out  of  the  hole  and 
meet  the  flame.  The  contrary  mull 
be  done  when  aether  air  is  employ¬ 
ed,  it  being  heavier  than  common 
air,  and  thus  difpofed  to  defeend 
and  fall  upon  the  flame  kept  un¬ 
der  it. 

To  fill  this  piftol  with  any  air„ 
I  commonly  fir ft  fill  an  elaftic  gum 
bottle  with  it,  the  orifice  of  which 
is  juft  big  enough  to  receive  that 
part  of  the  gun  barrel  which  is 
fixed  to  the  air  box :  thus,  by 
fqueezmg  between  my  feet  the 
elaftic  gum  bottle,  I  draw  in  afi 
the  fame  time  the  air  by  drawing 
up  the  pifton.  A  bladder  is  alfq 
very  fit  for  this  purpofe,  and  has 
the  advantage  above  an  elaftic  gum 
bottle  in  not  requiring  to  be  fqueez- 
ed  to  draw  the  air  out  of  it. 

Inflammable  air  from  metals 
will  rife  in  the  piftol  ofitfelf,  when 

its 
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its  orifice  is  kept  upon  the  bottle 
containing  it. 

If  the  piftol  is  deflined  to  be  al¬ 
ways  kindled  by  the  flame  of  a 
candle  or  a  match,  as  I  have  de- 
fcribed,  it  would  be  better  to  have 
no  pifton  to  it,  as  it  may  then  be 
filled  by  the  fneans  of  water,  and 
the  explofive  force  will  be  fo  much 
the  greater,  as  fome  of  the  flame 
makes  eafily  its  way  over  the  lea¬ 
ther  of  the  pifton,  and  rufhes  out 
backward,  which,  I  find,  is  often 
the  cafe,  if  the  bullet  is  rammed  in 
the  barrel  fomewhat  too  tightly. 

Jt  would,  perhaps,  not  be  an 
eafy  undertaking  to  give  a  faris- 
fa&ory  reafon,  why  a  drop  of  aether 
communicates  to  dephlogifticated 
air  a  much  Wronger  explofive  force 
than  common  inflammable  air 
from  metals.  May  it  not  be  faid, 
that  common  inflammable  air  from 
metals,  having  only  about  one 
fifth  of  the  fpecific  gravity  of  the 
dephlogifticated  air,  the  two  fluids 
do  not  penetrate  one  another  fo 
readily  and  fo  intimately  as  the 
compound  of  dephlogifticated  and 
aether  air,  which  are  both  nearly 
of  the  fame  fpecific  gravity,  each 
being  fomewhat  heavier  than  com¬ 
mon  air  ?  for  it  feems  not  impro¬ 
bable,  that  the  fwiftnefs  with 
which  the  flame  is  propagated 
through  the  mafs  of  this  compound 
air,  depends  partly  on  the  inti¬ 
mate  mixture  of  the  phlogifton 
with  the  dephlogifticated  air. 
Might  not  this  phenomenon  be  a f- 
fcribed  to  the  greater  bulk  of  in¬ 
flammable  air  from  metals  com¬ 
pared  with  the  fmall  compafs  which 
one  Angle  drop  of  aether  occupies, 
which  laft  ingredient,  when  pure, 
feems  to  be  an  eflence  of  the  in¬ 
flammable  principle  of  the  fpirit 
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cf  wine,  a  pure  phlogifton  con¬ 
centrated  in  the  form  of  a  liquid  ? 
Indeed  the  inflammable  air  from 
metals  feems  to  be  rather  a  com¬ 
pound  of  phlogifton  and  feme  kind 
of  elaftic  permanent  fluid  than  3 
pure  inflammable  fluid  ;  for  this 
air,  after  having  loft  all  its  in¬ 
flammability,  by  being  kept  a  long 
while  upon  water,  occupies  ftill  a 
confiderable  fpace,  and  is  then 
become  phlogifticated  air  ;  that  is 
to  fay,  fuch  an  air  as  is  not  to  be 
diminilhed  by  nitrous  air,  or  to  be 
inflamed. 

Though  I  have  no  reafen  to  al¬ 
ter  my  former  aflertion,  that  the 
force  of  gunpowder  is  proportion- 
able  to  the  fudden  extrication  of  a 
great  quantity  of  the  elaftic  fluid 
generated  in  the  moment  of  con¬ 
flagration,  and  the  expanfion  of 
this  fluid  by  heat,  communicated 
to  it  in  the  fame  moment  of  its 
extrication  ;  and  that  the  force  of 
inflammable  explofive  air  can  only 
be  proportionable  to  the  fudded 
expanfion  by  heat  in  the  moment 
of  the  inflammation  (for  no  new 
extrication  here  takes  place)  ;  yet 
I  did  not  confider  enough  in  the 
account  the  fuddennefs  of  this  ex¬ 
panfion,  which  may  make  a  con¬ 
siderable  difference  in  the  force 
of  the  explofion.  And  indeed  the 
above-mentioned  experiments  feem 
to  demonftrate,  that  the  inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  compound  of  pure 
dephlogifticated  and  aether  air 
fpreads  with  fuch  a  velocity  through 
the  whole  mafs  as  to  be  almofl  in- 
ftantaneous. 

It  is  well  known,  that  mechani* 
cal  power  chiefly  depends  upon 
the  velocity  with  which  a  body  is 
endowed  in  the  inftant  of  exerting 
it;  or  that  the  mmwtum,  or  fore* 
l  $  9( 
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of  a  body,  mull:  be  computed  by 
multiplying  the  quantity  of  matter 
into  the  velocity  with  which  it 
moves.  Thus,  if  this  new  com¬ 
pound  of  dephlogifHcated  and 
sether  air  expands  with  ten  times 
greater  velocity  than  any  other  in¬ 
flammable  explofive  air,  its  force 
will  be  about  ten  times  greater. 

As  it  feems  to  be  probable, 
from  what  is  already  faid,  that  this 
compound  of  explofive  air  may  be 
put  to  more  ufes  than  that  of  an 
amufing  experiment,  I  think  it 
worth  while  for  men  engaged  in 
this  branch  of  natural  philofophy 
to  look  out  for  a  method  of  pro¬ 
ducing  at  pleafure  any  quantity 
or  dephlogifticated  air  required. 
Confidering  the  rapid  pro.g refs 
which  is  daily  made  on  the  im¬ 
portant  fubjedl  of  air,  I  cannot 
but  flatter  myfelf,  that  this  great 
difcovery  is  not  far  off.  The  be¬ 
nefit  which  would  arife  from  fuch 
a  difcovery  for  animal  life  muft 
encourage  every  philofopher  to 
purfue  this  object.  Indeed,  if  we 
conflder  that  nitre  contains  this 
wonderful  aerial  fluid  in  a  moft 
concentrated  Hate,  and  that  the 


17S0. 

nitrous  acid  feems  to  be  nothing? 
e]fe  but  this  beneficial  fluid  com¬ 
bined  with  phlogillon,  which  feems 
to  be  imbibed  by  the  vegetable  al¬ 
kali,  when  the  acid  is  expelled 
by  heat  in  the  form  of  this  air; 
that  this  beneficial  aerial  fluid  ex- 
ifts  alio,  in  a  moft  concentrated 
ftate,  in  bodies  almoft  every  where 
to  be  found,  as  are  calces  of  metal, 
principally  that  of  iron  ;  that  com¬ 
mon  water  contain-  it  in  great 
abundance,  fo  that  the  light  and 
warmth  of  the  fun  extrabls  it  to 
one  fifteenth  of  the  bulk  of  the  wa¬ 
ter,  as  Dr.  Prieftley  found  that 
even  the  mafs  of  our  atmosphere  is 
nothing  elfe  but  this  ve;  y  air  foiled 
with  impurities.  If  we  con  fiber,  I 
fay,  all  this,  is  it  not  reafonable 
to  hope,  that  vve  are  near  the  im¬ 
portant  inftant  when  this  faiubrious 
aerial  fluid  will  be  procured  for 
many  ufeful  purpofes  in  a  fufticient 
quantity,  either  by  the  difcovery 
of  a  ready  way  to  let  loofe  this  air 
from  the  bodies  in  which  it  is  as  it 
were  imprifoned,  or  by  filtrating 
or  purifying  common  air  from  its 
impurities  ? 
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Qbfer<vations  on  Mineral  Poifons. 

UR  Vol.  for  the  year  1778 
contained  an  account  of 
Monf.  Navier’s  prcpofal  of  the 
liver  of  fulphur  as  an  antidote 
againfl  certain  metallic  poifons. 
This  idea,  it  appears  however, 
has  long  before  occurred  to,  and 
been  fuccefsfully  applied  by, 
others.  We  have  fince  feen  a 
paper  on  this  fubjed^,  inferred  in 
the  6th  vol.  of  the  Edinburgh 
Medical  Commentaries,  wherein 
alkaline  falts  are  recommended  on 
the  fame  principle.  The  directions 
there  laid  down  are  full,  clear,  and 
eafy,  being  drawn  up  with  a  view 
to  fupply  the  omiffion  on  this  head 
in  Tiffiot  and  Buchan,  authors  on 
whom  the  public  rely  greatly  and 
juftly,  but  who  have  not  noticed 
this  efficacious  remedy.  As  the 
particular  fpecies  of  poifon  taken 
is  often  not  afcertained,  and  the 
effedts  produced  by  it  are  fo  fudden 
as  fometimes  not  to  admit  of  calling 
in  medical  affiftance,  it  is  of  im¬ 
portance  that  a  method  which  bids 
fo  fair  to  be  attended  with  fuccefs 
fhould  be  extend vely  known. 

We  therefore  lay  before  our 
readers  the  concluding  paragraphs 
of  that  paper  ;  in  the  former  part 
of  which  is  given  the  cafe  of  two 


women  poifoned  at  Liverpool,  in 
.April  1774,  with  corrofive  fub- 
limate,  one  of  whom  died,  the 
other,  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Houlkon,  took  the  alkali,  by 
which  fhe  found  inftant  relief,  and 
foon  perfectly  recovered.  .  The 
conclusion  he  draws  from  the 
hillory  of  this  cafe  is  as  follows  :< 

‘  In  all  cafes  of  poifon  it  is 
‘  prudent  immediately  to  give  a 
‘  lolution  of  an  alkali,  followed 
€  by  a  vomit.  If  the  poifon  be 
‘  corrofive  fublimate,  an  alkali, 
‘  either  fixed  or  volatile,  will 
‘  decompofe  it,  and  precipitate 
f  the  metal  in  a  form  nearly  in- 
f  offensive.  It  will  have  a  fimilar 
4  effedl  on  the  fugar  of  lead,  the 
4  extract  of  lead,  emetic  tartar, 
e  or  any  metallic  fait.  If  the 
‘  poifon  be  arfenic,  Newmann 
‘  obferves,  that  “  alkalies  will 

*  very  plentifully1  diffiolve  it.” 
‘  And  if  fo,  as  it  is  difficultly  fo- 
4  luble  in  water,  the  vomit  will 
‘  then  fucceed  the  better  to  dif- 
‘  charge  it.  Whether  or  no  lul- 
e  phur,  exhibited  in  any  form, 
e  might  leffen  the  danger  of  arfe- 

*  nic  is  not  clear,  though  thefe 

*  two,  when  united,  are  not  poi- 

*  fonous.  If  the  poifon  be  of  the 
‘  vegetable  clafs,  an  alkali  can  be 
‘  of  no  diffiervice,  nor  interfere 
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c  with  the  other  mfeans  of  reme- 
4  dying  by  evacuation,  nor  yet  by 

*  the  fubfequent  ufe  of  acids,  fo 
4  firongly  infilled  on  by  T'iffot,  as 
e  counterafling  the  efie&s  of  nar- 

*  cotics ;  fince  acids,  given  to- 

*  gather  with  alkaline  falts,  are 
4  pronounced  to  be  attended  with 
4  great  fuccefs  in  this  cafe,  by  Dr. 
c  Mead  and  others. 

‘  To  fupply  the  omiffion  then 
g  in  thole  popular  writers,  might 
c  not  the  following  directions  be 
4  given  on  this  fubje&r’  <c  When 
1‘  fymptoms  of  poifon  appear, 
*  mix  a^  tea-fpoonful  of  any  of 
4f  the  following  articles,  fait  of 
44  tartar,  fait  of  wormwood,  pearl- 
44  afn,  pot-afh,  fpirit  of  hartfborn, 
8:4  or  fa!  volatile,  with  half  a  pint 
of  water,  and  of  this  let  one 
“  half  be  given  to  the  patient  im- 
€c  mediately,  and  the  other  in  a 
44  ih ore  time  afterwards.  It  will 
*c  fometirnes  give  great  relief,  and 
e<r  the  vomiting  will  ceafe.  That 
however  is  Hill  to  be  promoted, 
e'  and  if  it  does  not  return  on 
drinking  of  warm  water,  &c. 
ai  after  waiting  a  while,  it  will 
84  be  proper  to  give  a  vomit  of 
81  ipecacuanha,  or,  if  that  is  not 
88  fufficient,  onC  v  Hill  firopger. 
*s  After  each  vomiting,  a  dole  of 
this  folution  of  fait  of  tartar 
Ihould  be  given,  and  it  may 
“  be  repeated  every  two  or  three 
84  hours,  efpecially  if  the  pain  of 
*4  the  Homach  returns.  It  fhould 
84  he  continued  too,  in  fmall  doles, 

1  or  I om e  time  after  the  ly mp - 
tom s  d i fappear.  1  f  none  of  thefe 
iaits  are  at  nand,  a  little  wood- 
cifhes  mixed  with  boiling  water 
“  will  anfwer  the  fame  end,  fuf- 
84  fering  them  to  Hand  till*  they 
■  fettle,  and  pouring  the  w7ater 
clear  off,  or  filtering  through 


44  linen.  By  tailing  it,  the  de- 
44  gree  of  faltnefs  will  determine 
44  if  the  folution  be  Hrong  enough  ; 
44  if  it  be  not  difagreeably  fo  it 
44  may  be  given,5* 


fhe  following  Memoir  has  been 
obligingly  communicated  to  us  by 
Dr.  Percival,  whofe  xeal  in 
whatever  relates  to  the  interefs 
of  fociety ,  can  only  be  equalled 
by  his  profound  and  extenfive 
knowledge  of  thoje  fubjehts  that 
are  mojt  ejfeniially  calculated  to 
promote  them . 

Ho  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of 
Stamford,  P ref  dent  of  the  Agri¬ 
culture  Society  at  Manchefier. 

My  Lord, 

T^HE  following  account  of  a 
new  method  of  making  pot- 
afh  was  lately  read  before  the  Royal 
Society,  and  will  be  inferred  in 
the  next  publication  of  that  learned 
body.  But  as  the  difeovery  is 
highly  interefting  to  the  farmer, 
and  the  Philofophical  Tran  factions 
are  in  few  hands,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  communicating  it  to  the  Agri¬ 
culture  Society. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
my  lord,  your  Iordfhip’s 
moH  faithful  humble 
Manchefer ,  fervant, 

April  19,  1780.  Tho.  Percival. 

An  Account  of  a  new  and  cheap 
Method  of  preparing  Pot  a  foes  j 
with  QbJervationSi 

/*~|p H E  Agriculture  Society  at 
J,  Manchefier  haye  long  re-? 
commended  the  making  of  refer- 
voirs,  for  the  water  which  Hows 

from 
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from  dunghills  in  farm-yards. 
Thi  water  is  ftrongly  impregnated 
with  the  fairs  and  putrid  matter 
of  the  dunghill  ;  and  by  ftagnation 
it  acquires  a  much  higher  degree 
of  putrefcency,  and  probably  be¬ 
comes  proportionably  more  replete 
with  falts.  When  thus  collected 
and  improved,  it  is  pumped  into 
an  hogfhead,  which  being  drawn 
upon  a  fledge  or  fmall  cart,  is 
conveyed  into  the  meadows  for 
the  purpofe  of  fprinkling  them 
with  this  rich  manure.  This  im¬ 
portant  improvement  in  rural 
ceconomy,  I  apprehend,  has  not 
been  extended  much  beyond  the 
diltrid  of  our  fociety  ;  and  it  feems 
to  be  unknown  to  one  of  the  latefl, 
and  molt  intelligent  writers  on 
hulhandrv.  For  Lord  Kaims,  in 
a  recent  work  on  this  fubjed,  of 
which  he  has  favoured  me  with  a 
copy,  has  not  even  mentioned  it. 

But  thefe  refervoirs  may  be  ap¬ 


plied  to  a  purpofe  Itill  more  fub- 
fervient  to  public  utility,  than, 
that  above  defcribed.  Jofiah  Birch, 
Efq.  a  gentleman  who  carries  on 
an  extenfve  manufadory,  and 
bleaches  his  own  yarn,  abo»t  fix 
months  ago  was  induced,  by  a 
happy  turn  of  thought,  to  try 
whether  the  dunghill  water  might 
not  be  converted  into  pot-alhes. 
He  accordingly  evaporated  a  large 
quantity  of  it,  and  burnt  the  re- 
fiduum  in  an  oven  ;  the  produdof 
which  fo  perfedly  anfwered  his 
expedations,  that  he  has  ever  fince 
continued  to  prepare  thefe  afhes, 
and  to  employ  them  in  the  procefs 
of  bucking.  A  ftranger  to  that 
narrownefs  of  fpirit,  which  feeks 
the  concealment  of  a  lucrative  dif- 
covery,  he  isdefirous  that  it  ihould 
be  communicated  to  the  Royal 
Society,  and  has  furnifhed  me  with 
the  follovving  account,  together 
with  the  plan  annexed*. 

"  The 


Ho  i « 


I 
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**  The  quantity  of  muck-water 
es  ufcd  was  twenty-four  wine 
««  pipes  full;  which  employed  a 
*<  man  and  two  horfes  two  days, 
et  to  cart  it  from  the  pump  to  the 
**  pan  wherein  it  was  boiled  •  but 
«  this  expence  I  flaall  now  fave  ; 
ef  as  I  fhall  lay  a  fough  of  brick, 
ec  which  will  convey  it  from  the 
««  pump  to  the  boiler.  The  coals 
et  ufed  to  boil  and  burn  it,  were 
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“  one  hundred  and  twenty  balkets ; 
ci  and  I  fuppofe  each  bafket  weighs 
*f  fix  1  core  pounds,  or  upwards. 
One  man  was  occupied  three 
(t  weeks  in  boiling  and  burning. 
**  The  quantity  of  afhes  made 
”  was  9cwt.  1  qr.  12  lb.  well 
(t  worth,  at  the  prefent  price  of 
allies  here,  two  guineas  per 
hundred.  ; 


9  cwt.  t  qr.  12  lb.  at  42s.  per  cwt. 

A  man  and  two  horfes  two  days,  at  6s. 
i2obafkets  of  coals,  at  $d.  per  bafket, 
*■*  A  man’s  wages  for  three  weeks. 


£0:  12 :  o 
2  :  10:0 
1  :  7:0 


£  4* 


1 1  • 

1  a  • 


O 


9  :  o 


5  :  4  :  Q 


e*  The  gain  therefore  amounts 
■es  to  £15:  4  1  o,  deducting  only  a 
trifle' for  the  wear  of  the  pan 
<<r  and  oven.” 

The  profits  arifing  from  this 
preparation  of  pot-afh,  are  fufli- 
ciently  evinced  by  the  foregoing 
eftimate;  and  they  may,  perhaps, 
admit  of  increafe  by  future  im¬ 
provements.  In  the  fpring  and 
fummer  feafons,  I  fhould  fuppofe, 
the  evaporation  might  be  carried 
on  without  the  aid  of  Are  ;  by  con¬ 
veying  the  dunghill- water  from 


the  refervoir,  through  proper 
fluices,  into  fhallcw.  trough^  or 
ponds,  of  fuch  extent  as  to  afford 
a  fufficient  furface  for  the  aftion  of 
the  fun  and  wind  *.  1  hefe  might 

be  covered  in  rainy  weather  with 
awnings  of  canvafs,  painted  on 
the  outflde  black,  and  white  on 
the  infide  ;  the  former  with  a  view 
to  abforb,  the  latter  to  reflect  the 
rays  of  light. 

This  pot-afh  is  ofa  greyifh  white 
appearance,  deliquefces  a  little  in 
moil!  air,  but  if  kept  in  a  dry  room 

near 


*e  N°.  1.  The  dunghill. 

ic  2.  A  fough,  or  drain,  round  the  bottom  ofi-the  dunghill. 

c(  3.  A  hole,  or  pit,  to  receive  the  muck  water  from  N°  1. 

*c  4.  A  well  to  receive  the  muck  water  from  the  pit,  wherein  a  pump 

f£  is  fixed  to  convey  it  to  the  pan,  N°  5,  in  which  it  is  boiled  to  the  confidence 
te  of  treacle,  and  afterwards  burned  in  an  oven.  The  pan,  NJ  5,  is  formed 
at  the  bottom  of  iron  plates  ;  and  turned  up  a  little  round  the  edges,  to 
fc  which  deal  planks  are  fcrewed,  fo  as  to  make  it  about  twenty  inches  in 
“  depth.” 


*  The  following  abridged  view  of  a  meteorological  regifcer,  which  X  kept 
with  great  exaffnefs  during  the  years  1774  and  1775,  may  throw  fome  light 
on  the  practicability  of  this  plan  in  the  climate  of  Lancafhire,  which,  I  believe, 
is  nearly  the  fame  as  that  of  moil  of  the  other  weflern  counties  of  England. 
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rear  the  fire,  acquires  a  powdery 
furface.  It  is  hard,  and  of  a 
fpongy  texture  when  broken,  with 
many  fmall  cryitals  in  its  fubitance. 
The  colour  of  its  internal  parts  is 
dufky,  and  variegated.  To  the 
tafte  it  is  acrid,  faline,  and  ful- 
phureous.  It  emits  no  fmell  of 
volatile  alkali  either  in  a  folid 
form,  difi'olved,  or  when  added  to 
lime-water  ;  neither  does  it  com¬ 
municate  the  fapphire  colour  to  a 
folution  of  blue  vitriol.  Silver  is 
quickly  tinged  black  by  it,  a  proof 
that  it  contains  much  phlogiflon. 
Ten  grains  of  this  pot-afh  required 
eleven  drops  of  the  weak  fpirit  of 
vitriol  to  faturate  them  :  the  like 
quantity  of  fait  of  tartar  required, 
of  the  fame  acid,  twenty-four 
drops.  A  ftror.g  eftervefcence  oc¬ 
curred  in  both  mixtures  :  from  the 
former  a  fulphureous  vapour  was 
exhaled.  A  tea-fpoonful  of  the 
fyrup  of  violets,  diluted  with  an 
ounce  of  water,  was  changed  into 
a  bright  green  colour  by  five  grains 
of  the  fait  of  tartar  ;  but  ten  grains 
of  this  new  pot-afh  were  neceffary 
to  produce  the  fame  hue  in  a  fimi- 
Jar  mixture.  Half  an  ounce  of  the 
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pot-afh  diflolved  entirely  in  half 
a  pint  of  hot  water  ;  but  when  the 
liquor  was  cold,  a  large  purple 
fediment  fubfided  to  the  bottom  : 
and  it  was  found,  that  this  fedi¬ 
ment  amounted  to  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  quantity  of 
allies  ufed. 

1  have  not  leifure  at  prefent  to 
profecute  thefe  experiments  far¬ 
ther  :  and  final  1  therefore  content 
myfelf  with  making  a  few  general 
obfcrvations  on  the  fads  which, 
have  been  advanced. 

1 .  This  pot-afh  is  a  true  fixed  ve¬ 
getable  alkali,  and  a  produd  of 
putrefadion  which  lias  not,  that  I 
recoiled,  been  noticed  by  the 
chemifls.  A  very  celebrated  writer 
has  even  in  exprefs  terms  aflerted, 
that  all  vegetables,  not  except- 
“  ing  thofe  which  in  their  natural 
(t  hate  furnifh  afhes  containing 
£f  much  fixed  alkali,  when  burnt, 
<£  after  their  acid  has  been  alter- 
<f  ed  by  a  compleat  putrefadion, 
“  leave  allies  entirely  free  from 
“  alkali  *.’* 

2.  The  quantity  of  alkali  con¬ 
tained  in  this  pot-afh  may,  with 
fome  probability,  be  eiiimated  at 
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The  thermometer  was  made  by  Bollond,and  graduated  according  to  thefcale 
of  Fai  henheit .  It  was  placed  in  the  open  air,  and  in  a  northern  expofure.  The  co~ 
lumn  of  rainy  days  expreffes  the  leajl  as  well  as  the  great ejr  quantity  of  1am  j 
the  column  ot  dry  includes  only  thoie  days  in  which  not  a  hngle  fhower  was 
noticed.  The  day  comprehends  twenty-four  hours.  About  thirty-three  inches  of 
rain3  at  a  medium,  fall  yearly  in  Mancheller. 

*  Macquer's  Didionary  of  Ckemiftry,  article  Alkali. 
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about  one-third  of  its  weight ; 
whereas  the  white  Mufcovy  afhes 
are  faid  to  yield  only  one-eighth 
part  *.  Of  its  impurities,  fulphur 
is  the  mod  injurious  to  its  bleach¬ 
ing  powers,  and  fhould,  in  the 
preparation  of  it,  be  carefully  fe- 
parated.  A  longer-continued,  and 
more  gentle  calcination,  in  a  fur¬ 
nace  fupplied  with  a  fufficient  cur¬ 
rent  of  air,  might,  perhaps,  anfwer 
this  end.  But  the  mod  effectual 
method  would  be  to  lixiviate  the 
falts  with  pure  water,  after  a  mo¬ 
derate  fufion,  and  then  to  evapo¬ 
rate  them  flawly  to  drynefs.  It 
mud,  however,  be  remarked,  that 
in  thus  freeing  the  pot-afh  from 
phlogidic  matter,  another  impurity 
is  generated.  For  both  the  a&ion 
of  fire,  and  the  folution  in  wat£r, 
convert  into  earth  a  portion  of  the 
alkaline  fait. 

3.  No  quick-lime  appears  to  be 
contained  in  this  pot-afn  :  for  a 
folution  of  it,  poured  from  its 
fedimerst,  remained  clear,  though 
long  expofed  to  the  air.  Nor  did 
it  acquire  any  milkinefs  by  being 
blown  into  from  the  lungs.  But 
perhaps  the  addition  of  this  caudic 
jubilance,  in  a  due  proportion, 
would  increafe  its  activity  and 
¥alue,  when  employed  in  many 
of  the  arts.  For  the  Ruffian  pot-, 
afh  is  more  pungent  to  the  tafte, 
faturates  a  larger  proportion  of 
acid,  and  difTolves  oils  more  pow¬ 
erfully  than  the  purer  alkaline 
falls.  And  Dr.  Home  has  provedf , 
that  thefe  qualities  depend  on  a 
large  admixture  of  quick-lime. 

4.  It  would  be  worthy  of  trial, 
?o  aicertain  whether  the  large 

*  Home  on  Bleaching,  pag 

f  Eflay  on  Bleaching. 

I  See  alfo  Neumann’s  Cher 
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purple  fediment,  which  fubfides 
when  this  pot-aih  is  lixiviated, 
might  not  be  applied  to  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  Pruffian  blue;  or  ufed 
in  the  manner  recommended  by 
Mr.  Macquer,  for  dying  wool  and 
filk.  See  the  Memoirs  of  the 
French  Academy  for  the  year 
1749!. 

5.  The  farmer,  though  he  live 
at  a  didance  from  the  manufactures 
in  which  pot-afh  is  employed,  may 
find  h  is  account  in  preparing  it 
from  dunghill-water.  For  it  will 
furnifh  him  with  a  top-dreffing  for 
his  garden  and  land,  of  great  fer¬ 
tilizing  powers.  But  if  fewel  be 
dear  where  he  refides,  and  neceffa- 
ries wanting  for  the  condrudtion  of 
a  furnace,  thefimple  evaporation  of 
the  water  may  fuffice.  And  the 
putrid  lye,  thus  reduced  to  a  foiid 
form,  will  prove  to  be  a  rich  ma¬ 
nure.  At  Hart-hill,  my  fummer 
abode,  about  three  miles  from 
Mancheder,  I  have  lately  pradtifed 
a  method  of  making  a  compod  of 
dunghill-water.  The  weeds  and 
rakings  of  the  garden,  the  dreffings 
of  the  fields,  the  leaves  blown  from 
the  trees,  and  other  refufe  matters, 
are  put  together  near  the  refervoir; 
out  of  which  the  water  is  occa- 
fionally  pumped,  and  fcattered 
over  the  heap.  So  drong  a  fer*? 
ment  almofl  indantly  excites  pu¬ 
trefaction  ;  and  thefe  vegetable 
fubdances  are  foon  converted  into 
a  fertile  mould,  which,  retaining 
the  falts  and  oils  of  the  dunghill 
water.  Aiders  the  fuperrluous 
moidure  to  exhale  into  the  air,  or 
to  percolate  through  it.  And  I 
have  found  by  experience,  that  the 

:  157. 

iftry,  by  Lewis. 
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compoft,  thus  prepared,  is  laid  on 
the  meadows  at  lefs  expence,  and 
that  it  is  more  efficacious  and  du¬ 
rable  in  its  operation,  than  the 
fprinklings  which,  at  Hated  times, 
they  formerly  received.  For  my 
land,  though  good,  and  in  fine  con¬ 
dition,  is  light  and  Tandy  ;  and  the 
dunghill-water  quickly  palled  be¬ 
low  the  roots  of  the  vegetables, 
which  grow  upon  its  furface. 

Postscript. 

It  has  been  fuggefted  to  me, 
that  the  foregoing  difcovery  has 
no  claim  to  the  patronage  of  the 
Agriculture  Society,  becaufe  in 
this  manufacturing  county  it  may 
eventually  tend  to  check  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  land,  by  robbing  it  of 
one  fpecies  of  manure.  But  I 
conceive  the  operation  of  it  will  be 
entirely  the  reverfe:  for  it  will  pro¬ 
mote  the  collection  of  every  putre- 
fcent  article,  and  thus  augment 
the  farmer’s  dunghill,  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  excites  a  more  univer- 
fal  attention  to  the  prefervation  of 
muck  water;  the  refervoirs  for 
which  are  yet  few,  and  have  been 
made  chiefly  by  thofe  who  follow 
huffiandry  for  amufement,  and  not 
as  an  occupation.  The  public 
therefore  will  be  gainers  both  by 
the  faving,  and  by  the  acquifition  5 
and  a  twofold  branch  of  rural  ceco- 
nomy  will  be  eftablifhed,  at  once 
lucrative  to  the  hufbandman,  and 
important  to  the  artifi  and  manu¬ 
facturer. 

But  admitting  all  the  fuppofad 
force  of  the  allegation,  it  muft 
furely  be  acknowledged,  that  the 
main  defign  of  our  institution  is  to 
increafe  the  produCtivenefs  of  agri¬ 
culture,  by  ftimulating  the  farmer 
to  every  beneficial  undertaking, 
confident  with  his  profeffion.  Now 
fa  this  cafe,  the  beneficial  is  beft 
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meafured  by  the  Hudibraftic  ftand- 
ard  :  for, 

(<  What’s  the  value  of  a  thing  ? 

“  But  fo  much  money  as  ’twill  bring  ?" 

I  trull,  therefore,  that  the  fo- 
ciety  will  not,  by  declining  to  pa¬ 
tronize  the  prefent  difcovery,  juf- 
tify  the  larcafm  of  an  ingenious 
poet  of  this  place,  who  has  hu- 
morbufiy  charged  fome  of  us  with, 
teaching. 

<(  By  crops  increas’d,  and  profits  lefs, 

“  The  way  t’ enrich  the  nation.” 


Caution  in  building  Magazines  for 
Gunpowder. 

^r^HE  dreadful  accidents  which 
A  happen  from  the  explofioa 
of  magazines  or  mills  for  the  ma¬ 
nufacturing  of  gunpowder,  make 
every  hint  that  may  tend  to  the 
prevention  of  fuch  calamities  of 
the  utmoll  importance  to  the  pub¬ 
lic.  On  that  account,  we  fhali 
fubmit  to  our  readers  without  fur¬ 
ther  apology  the  following  Tafts, 
which  have  already  appeared  in 
fome  of  the  public  papers. 

“  A  gentleman,  in  a  letter  from 
Withinglon,  in  Gloucefterfhire, 
fays,  an  accident,  which  happened 
to  me  a  few  days  fince,  may  fug- 
geft,  perhaps,  an  ufeful  caution 
to  fome  of  your  readers.  On  the 
table  I  was  writing  at.  Hood  a 
fmall  glafs  decanter,  and  near  that 
lay  my  handkerchief ;  the  fun 
(through  a  faffi-window,  which, 
was  down,  and  at  a  confiderable 
diftance)  fhone  full  upon  the  de¬ 
canter,  which,  collecting  the.  rays 
into  a  point  or  focus,  let  fire  to 
the  handkerchief,  and,  if  I  had 
net  been  in  the  room,  might  have 
had  very  ferious  confequences.” 

10  Thus 
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Thus  far  the  writer  i  and,  to  con¬ 
firm  the  fail,  I  (hall  mention  a 
melancholy  event  which  happened 
fome  years  ago  in  Surrey. 

Abut  a  mile  from  the  place 
were  fever al  mills  for  making 
gunpowder ;  one  morning  the 
whole  neighbourhood  was  alarmed 
by  a  violent  explofion,  which 
{hook  the  houfes  for  feveral  miles 
round,  and  was  followed  by  a 
column  of  fmoak  and  fire,  which 
towered  high  in  the  air,  and  was 
vifible  at  a  vail  diflan ce.  When 
the  comcuflion  was  over,  I  vifited 
the  fpot,  and  beheld  the  mangled 
bodies  of  four  poor  men,  thrown 
at  the  diftance  of  more  than  ioo 
yards  from  each  other,  whole  fcat- 
tered  limbs  were  collected  toge¬ 
ther,  and  buried  in  one  common 
grave  in  a  church-yard  belonging 
to  the  parifh.  In  taking  a  view  of 
the  other  mills,  which  were  left 
Handing,  I  obferved  that  fome  of 
the  windows  were  glazed  with 
wry  coarfe  glafs,  full  of  convex 
blifters  ;  and,  as  the  day  of  this 
dreadful  calamity  was  remarkably 
hot,  I  thought  it  not  unlikely 
that  a  focus  might  be  formed 
through  one  of  thefe  glafs  blifters, 
which  would  eafiiv  fee  fire  to  fome 
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of  the  gunpowder,  which  thefe 
ppor  men  were  granulating  in 
fieves  when  this  unhappy  cataf- 
trophe  befel  them.  This  conjec¬ 
ture  -I  remember  well  to  have 
made  at  the  time,  and,  to  fhew 
that  it  was  very  poflible,  as  foon 
as  I  got  home  I  twilled  ud  fome 
gunpowder  rn  brown  paper,  and 
fet  fire  to  it  through  a  decanter  of 
water,  by  the  focus  which  the  fun 
formed  upon  the  paper  till  it  took 
fire,  and  went  oft'  with  an  explo- 
iion.  This  event,  and  the  hint 
from  the  gentleman  in  Glouccfter- 


{hire,  convince  me  that  the  win¬ 
dows  of  all  buildings  containing 
fuch  combuftible  materials,  fhould 
be  only  towards  the  north,  where 
the  fun  can  never  produce  the  like 
eftedl. 

To  the  above  we  will  add  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  happened  about 
twenty-five  years  ago  in  Norfolk. 
A  gentleman,  who  had  been  en¬ 
tertaining  fome  friends  after  din¬ 
ner,  invited  them  to  take  a  walk, 
leaving  a  decanter  half  full  of  wa¬ 
ter  on  the  table.  The  fervant, 
who  went  in  to  clear  away,  to  his 
great  furprize  found  the  window- 
fh utters  on  fire,  occafioned  by  the 
rays  of  the  fun,  which  fhone  full 
upon  the  decanter,  and  which, 
having  thus  fet  the  fnutters  in  a 
blaze,  might  foon  have  deft  roved 
the  whole  houfe,  had  it  not  been 
timely  difeovered.  It  isi  alfo  a 
well-known  pradice  at  Oxford, 
where  firing  is  very  dear,  for  the 
fmoakers  to  light  their  pipes,  dur¬ 
ing  the  fummer  months,  by  the  help 
of  a  decanter  of  water. 


An  Account  of  a  Method  for  the 
fafe  Removal  of  Ships  that  have 
been  driven  on  Shore ,  and  da¬ 
maged  in  ther  Bottoms ,  to  places 
( hovsever  di pant )  for  repairing 
them.  By  Mr.  William  Barnard, 
Shipbuilder ,  Grove-Street.  Dept¬ 
ford  ;  communicated  by  Nevil 
Mafkelyne,  D.  D.  F .  R.f.  and 
Afronomer  Royal. 

from  thePhilofophical  Tranfa£Uonsd\ 

Read  Dec.  23,  1779. 

Deptford,  April  14,  1779. 

N  the  (bores  of  this  ifland, 
diltinguifhed  for  its  formi¬ 
dable  fleets  and  extenftve  com¬ 
merce. 
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merce,  and  fo  particularly  fituated, 
there  mull  neceffarily  be  many 
fhipvvrecks  :  every  hint  by  which 
the  diftrefs  of  our  fellow  creatures 
may  be  alleviated,  or  any  laving 
of  property  made  to  individuals 
in  fuch  fituations,  fhould  be  com¬ 
municated  for  their  good.  As 
the  members  of  the  Royal  Society 
have  it  in  their  power  to  make 
fuch  hints  moll  univerfally  known, 
I  have  been  induced,  from  their 
readinefs  to  receive  every  ufeful 
information,  to  lay  before  them 
a  particular  account  of  the  fuccefs 
attending  a  method  for  the  fafe 
removal  of  (hips  that  have  been 
driven  on  fhore,  and  damaged  in 
their  bottoms,  to  places  (however 
cl i  11  an t)  for  repairing  them  ;  I 
hope,  therefore,  they  will  excufe 
the  liberty  1  have  taken  in  pre- 
fenting  this  to  them.  Should  the 
fociety  honour  me  by  recording  it, 
it  will  make  me  the  molt  ample 
fatis faction  for  my  attention  to  it, 
and  afford  me  the  greatell  plea- 
fure. 

On  January  the  id,  1779,  in 
*i  molt  dreadful  dorm,  the  York 
Ealt  Indiaman,  of  eight  hundred 
tons,  homeward  bound,  with  a 
pepper  cargo,  parted  her  cables  in 
Margate  Roads,  and  was  driven 
on  (bore,  within  one  hundred  feet 
of  the  head,  and  thirty  feet  of  the 
fide,  of  Margate  Pier,  then  draw¬ 
ing  twenty-two  feet  fix  inches  wa¬ 
ter,  the  flow  of  a  good  fpring  tide 
being  only  fourteen  feet  at  that 
place. 

On  the  3d  of  the  fame  month  I 
went  down,  as  a  fhip-builder,  to 
affilt  as  much  as  lay  in  my  power 
my  worthy  friend  Sir  Richard 
Hotham,  to  whom  the  {hip  be¬ 
longed.  1  found  her  perfectly  up¬ 


right,  and  her  fhere  (or  fide  ap¬ 
pearance)  the  fame  as  when  firlt 
built,  but  funk  to  the  twelve  feec 
water  mark  fore  and  aft  in  a  bed 
of  chalk  mixed  with  a  ftiff  blue 
clay,  exactly  the  fhape  of  her  body 
below  that  draft  of  water ;  and 
from  the  rudder  being  torn  from 
her  as  flie  {truck  coming  on  fliore, 
and  the  violent  agitation  of  the 
fea  after  her  being  there,  her  (tern 
was  fo  greatly  injured  as  to  admit 
free  accefs  thereto,  which  filled 
her  for  four  days  equal  to  the  flow 
of  the  tide.  Having  fully  inform  ¬ 
ed  myfelf  of  her  fituation  and  the 
flow  of  fpring  tides,  and  being 
clearly  of  opinion  flie  might  be 
again  got  off,  I  recommended,  as 
the  firlt  neceffary  ftep,  the  imme¬ 
diate  difeharge  of  the  cargo  ;  and, 
in  the  progrefs  of  that  bufinefs,  i 
found  the  tide  always  flowed  to 
the  fame  height  on  the  {hip;  and 
when  the  cargo  was  half  difeharg- 
ed,  and  I  knew  the  remaining 
part  fhould  not  make  her  draw 
more  than  eighteen  feet  water, 
and  while  I  was  obferving  the  wa-* 
ter  at  twenty-two  feet  fix  inches 
by  the  fhip’s  marks,  (he  infiantly 
lifted  to  feventeen  feet  eight 
inches,  the  water  and  air  being 
before  excluded  by  her  preflure  on 
the  clay,  and  the  atmofphere  act¬ 
ing  upon  her  upper  part  equal  to 
fix  hundred  tons,  which  is  the 
weight  of  water  difplaced  at  the 
difference  of  thofe  two  draughts  of 
water. 

The  moment  the  Or  ip  lifted,  I 
difeovered  {he  had  received  more 
damage  than  was  at  firit  appre¬ 
hended,  her  leaks  being  fuch  as 
filled  her  from  four  to  eighteen 
feet  water  in  one  hour  and  a  half. 
As  nothing  effectual  was  to  be  ex¬ 
pected 
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petted  from  pumping,  feveral  fcut- 
tles  or  holes  in  the  Blip’s  fide  were 
made,  and  valves  fixed  thereto) 
to  draw  off  the  water  to  the  loweft 
ebb  of  the  tide,  to  facilitate  the 
difcharge  of  the  remaining  part  of 
the  cargo ;  and,  after  many  at¬ 
tempts,  I  fucceeded  in  an  external 
application  of  fheep  fkins  fewed  on 
a  fail,  and  thruft  under  the  bottom, 
to  flop  the  body  of  water  from 
rufhing  fo  furioufly  into  the  fhip. 
This  bufinefs  effe&ed,  moderate 
pumping  enabled  us  to  keep  the 
fhip  to  about  fix  feet  water  at  low 
water,  and  by  a  vigorous  effort 
we  could  bring  the  fhip  fo  light 
as  (when  the  cargo  fhould  be  all 
difcharged)  to  be  eafily  removed 
into  deeper  water.  But  as  the  ex¬ 
ternal  application  might  be  dif- 
turbed  by  fo  doing,  or  totally  re¬ 
moved  by  the  agitation  of  the 
fhip,  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
provide  fome  permanent  fecurity 
for  the  lives  of  thofe  who  were  to 
navigate  her  to  the  river  Thames* 
I  then  recommended,  as  the  cheap- 
eft,  quickeft,  and  moll  effectual 
plan,  to  lay  a  deck  in  the  hold,  as 
low  as  the  water  could  be  pumped 
to,  framed  fo  folidly  and  fecurely, 
and  caulked  fo  tight  as  to  fwim 
the  fhip  independant  of  her  own 
Jeakv  bottom. 

Beams  of  fir -timber,  twelve 
inches  fquare,  were  placed  in  the 
hold  under  every  lower  deck  beam 
in  the  fhip,aslowasthe  water  would 
permit ;  thefe  were  in  two  pieces, 
for'  the  convenience  of  getting 
them  down,  and  alfo  for  the  bet¬ 
ter  fixing  them  of  an  exadt  length, 
and  well  bolted  together  when  in 
their  places.  Over  thefe  were 
laid  long  Dantzic  deals  of  two 
inches  and  an  half  thick,  well 


nailed  and  caulked.  Againft  the 
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fliip’s  fide,  all  fore  and  aft,  was 
well  nailed  a  piece  of  hr,  twelve 
inches  broad  and  fix  inches  thick 
on  the  lower,  and  three  inches  on 
the  upper  edge,  to  prevent  the 
deck  from  rifing  at  the  fide.  Over 
the  deck,  at  every  beam,  was  laid 
a  crofs  piece  of  hr  timber,  fix 
inches  deep  and  twelve  inches 
broad,  reaching  from  the  pillar  of 
the  hold  to  the  Blip’s  fide,  on 
which  the  Biores  were  to  be  placed 
to  refill  the  preffure  of  the  water* 
beneath.  On  each  of  thefe,  and 
againft  the  lower  deck  beam,  at 
equal  diftance  from  the  fide  and 
middle  of  the  fhip,  was  placed  an 
upright  fhore,  fix  inches  by  twelve 
inches,  the  lowers  end  let  two 
inches  into  the  crofs  piece.  From 
the  foot  of  this  fhore  to  the  Blip’s 
fide,  under  the  end  of  every  lower 
deck  beam,  was  placed  a  diagonal 
Biore,  fix  inches  by  twelve,  to 
eafe  the  Blip’s  deck  of  part  of  the 
ftrain  by  throwing  it  on  the  fide. 
An  upright  fhore,  of  three  inches 
by  twelve,  was  placed  from  the 
end  of  every  crofs  piece  to  the 
lower  deck  beams  at  the  fide  ; 
and  one  of  three  inches  by  twelve 
on  the  midfiiip  end  of  every  crofs 
piece  to  the  lower  deck  beam, 
and  nailed  to  the  pillars  in  the 
hold.  Two  firm  tight  bulkheads 
or  partitions  were  made  as  near 
the  extremes  of  the  Blip  as  poffible. 
The  ceiling  or  infiae  plank  of  the 
fhip  was  very  fecurely  caulked  up 
to  the  lower  deck,  and  the  whole 
formed  a  compleat  Blip  with  a  flat 
bottom  within  fide  to  fwim  the 
outfide  leaky  one  ;  and  that  bot¬ 
tom  being  deprefied  fix  feet  be¬ 
low  the  external  water,  refilled 
the  Blip’s  weight  above  it,  equal 
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to  five  hundred  and  eighty-one 
tons,  and  fafely  conveyed  her  to 
the  dry  dock  at  Deptford. 

Since  1  wrote  the  above  account, 

I  have  been  defired  to  ufe  the 
fame  method  on  a  Swedifh  fhip, 
ftranded  near  Margate  on  the  fame 
day  as  the  York  Ball  India-man, 
and  fwim  her  to  London.  As 
this  fhip  is  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  tons,  and  the  execution  of 
the  bufinefs  fomething  different 
from  what  was  praflifed  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  large  fhip,  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  thought  improper  to 
defcribe  it. 

As  this  fhip’s  bottom  was  fo 
much  injured,  having  loft  eight 
feet  of  her  ftern-poft  and  all  her 
keel,  feveral  floor-timbers  being 
broke,  and  fome  of  the  planks  off 
her  bottom,  (fo  as  to  leave  a  hole 
big  enough  for  a  man  to  come 
through)  feveral  lower  deck  beams 
being  likewife  broke,  and  all  the 
pillars  in  the  hold  broken  and 
wafhed  away  ;  I  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  conned,  in  fome  degree, 
the  fhattered  bottom  with  the 
fhip’s  decks,  not  only  to  fupport 
the  temporary  deck  by  which  fhe 
was  to  fwim  up,  but  to  prevent 
the  bottom  being  crufhed  by  the 
weight  of  the  fhip  when  fhe  was 
put  upon  blocks  in  the  dry  dock: 
to  effect  which,  after  I  had  put 
acrofs  twelve  beams  of  fir,  fix 
inches  by  twelve,  edgeways,  one 
under  every  lower  deck  beam  -of 
the  fhip,  and  well  faftened  them 
to  the  fhip’s  fide,  I  placed  two 
upright  pieces  to  each  beam  of  fix 
inches  by  twelve,  fecurely  bolted 
to  the  Tides  of  the  keelfon,  and 
fcored  fix  inches  under  the  lh ip’s 
lower  deck  beams,  and  three 
inches  above  the  beams  of  the 
Vol.  XXIII. 
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temporary  deck,  and  well  faftened 
to  each  :  then  the  deck  was  laid 
with  long  two-inch  Dantzic  deals, 
and  well  nailed  and  caulked  ;  the 
fhip’s  infide  plank  was  well  caulk¬ 
ed  up  to  the  lower  deck.  A  piece 
of  fir,  of  twelve  inches  broad  and 
two  inches  thick  on  the  upper, 
and  four  inches  on  the  lower  edge, 
was  well  nailed  to  the  fhip’s  fide 
all  fore  and  aft,  and  well  caulked 
on  both  edges  to  prevent  the  fide 
of  the  deck  from  leaking,  or  be¬ 
ing  forced  up  by  the  preffure  of 
the  water  againft  the  deck,  a  two- 
inch  deal  or  crofs  piece  was  laid 
over  every  beam  from  the  fhip’s 
fide  to  the  uprights  at  the  middle 
line;  then,  at  equal  diftance  from, 
the  fide  and  middle  line,  pieces 
of  fix  (inches  fquare,  as  long  as 
could  be  got  down,  were  put  all 
fore  and  aft  on  both  Tides,  fcored 
two  inches  over  every  crofs  piece, 
and  well  boited  through  the  crofs 
piece  and  deck,  and  into  the  fir 
beams.  From  this  fore  and  aft 
piece  or  ribband  to  the  fhip’s  fide, 
and  from  it  to  the  uprights  in  the 
middle,  were  placed  two  rows  of 
diagonal  fhores,  fix  inches  fquare, 
the  heels  of  which  were  fecurely 
wedged  againft  the  fore  and  aft 
piece  or  ribband,  which  afforded 
fufficient  fupport  to  the  temporary 
deck  without  any  other  fhores. 
Two  bulkheads  or  partitions  were 
built,  as  far  as  the  fore-maft  for¬ 
ward,  and  mizen-maft  aft,  well 
planked,  fhored,  and  caulked,  to 
refill  the  water.  As  decks  laid  in 
this  manner,  and  in  fo  much  hurry 
as  the  time  of  low  water  requires, 
will  of  confequence  leak  in  fome 
degree,  and  as  that  leakage,  waffl¬ 
ing  from  fide  to  fide,  will  caufe 
the  fhip  to  lay  along,  I  fixed  a 
K  two -inch 
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two  -  inch  deal,  twelve  inches 
broad,  edgeways,  all  fore  and 
aft  at  the  middle  line,  and  well 
caulked  it,  to  flop  half  the  water 
on  the  W eat be  or  upper  tide, 
wfHva  the  ih i p  would  incline  either 
w  ,  which  not  only  made  her 
lliiter  under  fail,  but  facilitated 
the  pu  i  ping  out  the  water  made 
by  leaks  in  the  deck. 

[his  deck  was  fixty  three  feet 
long  and  twenty  three  feet  broad, 
and  was  laid  at  five  feet  five  inches 
above  the  bottom  of  the  keel,  or 
four  feet  above  the  top  of  the 
floor  timbers,  and  fwam  the  ihip 
at  twelve  feet  five  inches  water, 
reliilinp-  two  hundred  and  fixteen 
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tons,  and  containing  under  it  one 
hundred  and  twenty-four  tons  of 
water,  which  p felling  againft  the 
under  fide  of  the  temporary  deck 
adted  as  ball  aft,  and  brought  her 
fafely  into  the  dry  dock  at  Dept¬ 
ford,  from  the  rnoft  dangerous 
iituation  pofftble,  being  partly 
within  and  partly  without  Mar¬ 
gate  Pier,  where  fhe  had  been  left 
by  fome  Ramfgate  men,  who  had 
undertaken  to  remove  her  from 
the  place  where  fhe  was  ftranded  to 
a  fafer  one  within  Margate  Har¬ 
bour. 


A  nenv  Method  of  treating  the 
Ftftula  Lachrymaiis.  By  Mr. 
William  Biizsrd,  Surgeon , 
F.  A,  S .  ;  communicated  by  Mr. 
Jofeph  Warner,  Surgeon ,  F.R.  S. 
From  the  Ja?ne. 

Read  Feb.  24,  1780. 

*1  N  every  period  of  the  difeafe, 
Jt  termed  fjlula  lachrymaiis , 
there  is  underftood  to  exift  a  de¬ 
gree  of  obftru&ion  in  the  nafal 
b 
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duel;  fo  that  -  me  or  lefs  of  the, 
tears,  mix  d  w  th  the  oily  fecretion 
of  tile  kbaceous  glands  of  the 
eye  lids,  and  mucus  of  the  , in¬ 
ternal  furface  of  the  lachrymal 
fac,  being  prevented  from  palling 
into  die  rude,  are  expelled  through 
the  lachrymal  pundta  upon  the 
furface  of  the  eye,  and  down  the 
cheek. 

Writers  on  furgerv  divide  this 
difeafe  into  feveral  ft  ages ;  the 
firft  and  moft  fimple  being  that  of 
obftru&ion,  with  little  or  no  in¬ 
flammation  ;  and  fo  on,  according 
to  the  degree  or  efRdt  of  inflam¬ 
mation,  to  the  laft  ftage,  a  floughy, 
ulcerated  condition  of  the  fac  and 
its  integuments,  with,  now  and 
then,  a  caries  of  the  bony  parts. 

Though  the  difeafe  be  fre¬ 
quently  the  efFedt  of  a  virus  in  the 
habit,  yet  furgeons  find,  that  fome- 
times  the  caufe  is  very  fimple, 
and  eafily  to  be  conceived  from 
the  analogy  of  parts. 

The  membraneous  portions  of 
the  nafal  dudt  and  lachrymal  fac 
are  a  continuation  of  the  pituitous 
membrane  of  the  nofe.  This 
membrane  is  exceedingly  vafcular, 
fecretes  a  large  quantity  of  mucus 
upon  its  internal  furface,  and  is 
endued  with  a  great  degree  of 
fen  Ability. 

Experience  (hews  the  great  de- 
fluxions  that  are  oftentimes  made 
upon  the  pituitous  membrane; 
the  increafed  fecretion  of  mucus 
that  happens  upon  the  application 
of  various  ftimulants ;  and  the 
firm  confidence  it  often  acquires 
from  ftagnation,  abforption,  and 
evaporation  of  its  thinner  parts  : 
moreover,  that  the  membrane  it- 
felf  frequently  becomes  inflamed 
and  thickened. 
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The  duct  and  fac  may  be  af¬ 
fected  through  obstructed  per¬ 
foration,  & c.  and  thickened  from 
the  turgid  hate  of  their  veflels  : 
the  fecretion  of  mucus  may  alfo 
be  considerably  augmented.  From 
the  thickened  ltate  of  the  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  duCt,  the  fluids  in 
the  fac  pafs  with  difficulty :  by 
retention,  warmth,  and  abforption, 
they  are  rendered  vifcid  ;  and  the 
difficulty,  that  at  firft  arofe  from 
the  thickened  hate  of  the  mem¬ 
brane,  now  arifes  from  another 
caufe,  namely,  the  infpifl'ated 
hate  of  the  fluids. 

Thefe  are,  probably,  the  moh 
Ample  caufes  of  obstruction  in  the 
nafal  duCt  ;  but,  from  whatever 
caufe  the  obilruCtion  had  its  ori¬ 
gin,  in  its  early  hate,  when  un¬ 
attended  with  a  morbid  change  of 
the  contiguous  parts,  it  is  con¬ 
sidered  as  the  firh  and  moh  Ample 
hage  of  the  fijlula  lachrymalis.  It 
is  in  this  hage  that  the  means  of 
obviating  the  neceffity  of  a  trou- 
blefome  and  uncertain  operation 
Should  be  employed,  with  2ny 
rational  expectation  of  fuccefs. 

The  principal  of  thefe  means 
are  : 

1.  Compreffion;  declared  by 
experienced  practitioners  to  be 
injudicious. 

2.  The  paffing  an  inhrument 
into  the  noltril,  and  up  the  duft  ; 
an  operation  very  painful  to  the 
patient,  and  exceedingly  trouble¬ 
some  to  the  operator. 

3.  The  introducing  a  probe 
through  one  of  the  punCta  into 
the  duCt,  after  M.  Anel’s  manner  ; 
by  experience  proved  to  be  ina¬ 
dequate  to  the  deflgn. 

4.  The  impelling  a  fluid,  by  a 
fyringe,  through  one  of  the  punCta, 
as  directed  by  M,  Anel  ;  allowed 
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by  judicious  and  experienced  fur- 
geons  to  be  fometimes  ufeful. 

On  reflecting  upon  the  laft  me¬ 
thod,  I  was  induced  to  think,  that 
if  a  fluid,  of  a  great  degree  of 
fpecific  gravity,  as  quickfilver, 
could  be  paSTed  through  one  of  the 
punCta,  So  as  to  fill  the  fac  and 
duCt,  and  prefs  upon  the  ob- 
SlruCted  part,  it  might  be  rea- 
fonably  expeCted  to  remove  the 
obltruCtion  in  the  Sirfl  and  Simple 
Stage  of  the  difeafe  ;  at  lead,  to 
have  a  much  better  chance  of  pro¬ 
ducing  this  eifeCt  than  a  watery 
fluid,  urged  through  the  punCtum 
in  an  unfavourable  direction  :  be- 
fldes,  it  would  be  no  bar  to  the 
ufe  of  proper  general  means. 

Flattered  with  the  feeming  rea- 
fonablenefs  of  the  fuggeftion,  and 
convinced  of  the  fafety  of  the  ex¬ 
periment,  I  refolved  on  making  a 
trial  the  firft  opportunity;  which 
foon  occurred  to  me. 

Mr.  M - B — — ,  a  fadler, 

in  Mark-Lane,  had  been  troubled 
with  a  flux  of  tears  and  mucus 
down  the  cheek  from  the  punCta 
of  the  right  eye-lids,  about  feven 
months.  There  was  a  degree  of 
fwelling  or  diftenfion  of  the  fac, 
attended  with  pain.  Upon  preffing 
the  fac,  much  ropy  fluid,  of  a 
whitiftt  colour,  was  forced  through 
the  punCta.  The  difcharge  was 
always  in  greateft  abundance  in 
the  evening  ;  at  which  time  he 
had  a  dimnefs  of  fight  in  that  eye. 

The  ufual  means  had  been  em¬ 
ployed,  without  fuccefs,  by  his 
Surgeon,  who  approved  of  the  fug- 
gested  experiment,  and  the  patient 
agreed  to  have  it  tried. 

MeST.  Nairne  and  Blunt  pro¬ 
vided  an  instrument  for  the  pur- 
pofe.  It  confifts  of  a  fine  Steel 
pipe,  a  little  curved,  cemented  in 

K  2  a  glafs 
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a  glafs  tube  about  fix  inches  long. 
At  the  top  of  the  tube  is  a  wooden 
funnel  ;  and  at  the  bottom  of  this 
is  a  valve,  which  may  be  elevated 
by  a  filken  firing  that  is  conveyed 
through  a  hole  in  the  brim  of  the 
funnel,  and  hangs  down  by  the 
fide  of  the  tube  *. 

The  fteel  pipe  was  palled  into 
the  inferior  pundlum,  without 
pain  or  difficulty.  The  quick- 
fxlver  was  then  poured  into  the 
funnel,  and  let  down  the  tube  by 
pulling  the  firing  of  the  valve. 
When  the  quickfilver  regurgitated 
out  by  the  fuperior  pundlum,  the 
inftrurnent  was  withdrawn.  The 
quickfilver  lay  in  the  fac  and  dud, 
without  exciting  pain,  about  thir¬ 
ty  hours,  wherf  it  paffed  into  the 
stole,  and  the  patient  caught  feme 
of  it  in  his  hand. 

1  thought  it  bed  at  this  time 
not  to  compreis  the  fac ;  appre¬ 
hending  it  would  difeharge  the 
quickfilver  through  the  punda, 
and  fo  froftrate  the  intention. 

On  the  third  day  the  operation 
p  as  repeated  ;  when,  on  gently 
com pre fling  the  fac,  feme  of  the 
quickfilver  paffed  into  the  nofe, 
and  with  it  a  piece  of  congealed 
whitifh  mucus.  A  fmall  quantity 
of  the  quickfilver,  upon  making 
the  preffure,  returned  through  the 
punda. 

At  the  third  ar.d  fourth  times 
of  repeating  the  operation,  with¬ 
out  any  compreffion,  at  intervals 
of  a  few  days,  the  quickfilver 
paffed  readily  into  the  nofe. 

I  once  introduced  the  point  of  a 
Heel  pipe,  ufed  for  injeding  the 
lymphatic  veffels.  It  is  cemented 

*  I  have  deferibed  the  inftrurnent  a; 
that  it  would  not  only  be  more  Ample 
ra'tus,  the  quickfilver  being  poured  in  t 
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to  a  tube  of  glafs  eighteen  inches 
long.  'T  his  pipe  is  not  fo  fine  as 
that  of  the  other  inftrurnent,  yet 
it  was  conveyed  into  the  pundum 
without  difficulty,  and  with  little 
or  no  pain.  To  gain  a  greater 
degree  of  momentum  I  railed  the 
column  of  quickfilver  to  about 
twelve  inches,  when  it  flowed  into 
the  nofe  with  a  confiderable  de¬ 
gree  of  velocity. 

From  the  time  that  the  quick¬ 
filver  paffed  into  the  nofe,  lefs 
fluid  trickled  down  the  cheek 
than  before.  After  the  fecond  or 
third  operation,  the  fwelling  or 
diftention  of  the  fac  intirely  fufa- 
fided.  The  patient  at  this  time 
has  no  difeharge  of  mucus,  and  a 
tear  but  very  fddom  :  the  parts 
have  a  perfectly  healthy  appear¬ 
ance. 

To  afeertain  the  effeds  of  me¬ 
dicines  in  difeafes  of  the  confti- 
tution,  many  experiments,  under 
various  circumftances,  are  necef- 
fary;  but  in  matters  determinable 
by  a  mechanical  operation,  the 
effed,  as  far  as  our  fenfes  can 
direcl  us,  is  in  general  very  plain 
and  explicable. 

In  the  cafe  related  this  is  clear, 
namely,  that  previoully  to  the 
injeding  of  quickfilver,  the  tears, 
febaceous  matter,  and  mucus,  did 
not  pal's  through  the  nafal  dud>* 
or,  but  in  a  very  fmall  proportion 
to  the  quantity  fecreted  ;  that  at 
the  firft  experiment,  quickfilver 
did  not  pals ;  but  that  quickfilver, 
tears,  &c.  have  fmee  readily 
paffed. 

I  cannot,  however,  flatter  my- 
felf  that  this  method  will  avail, 

it  was  ufed  ;  but  I  have  fince  thought^ 
but  do  as  weii  without  a  valvular  appa- 
>y  an  affiltaut, 


except 
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except  in  the  firft  or  Ample  ftage  of 
the  difoider  ;  but  many  cafes  have 
a  favourable  Ante  for  the  trial  in 
their  early  period,  and  that  oppor¬ 
tunity  may  be  feized  with  a  proba¬ 
bility  of  fuccefs. 

The  operation  is  Ample,  eafily 
executed,  productive  of  but  little 
pain,  and  attended  with  no  kind 
of  danger. 


Ac count  of  a  Woman  avho  bad  the 
Small  Pox  during  Pregnancy ,  and 
nxiho  Jeemed  to  have  lommun  cate d 
the  fame  Dijeaje  to  the  Foetus. 
Bv  john  Hunter,  Efq.  F.  R.  S. 
From  the  fame. 

Mr.  Grant’s  Aicount. 

i 

ON  the  ijth  of  December, 
i^j6,  Mrs.  Ford  had  been 
{Vized  with  {hivering  and  the  other 
common  fymptoms  of  fever,  to 
which  were  added  great  difficulty 
cf  breathing,  and  a  very  hard 
cough.  Mr.  Grant  favv  her  on  the 
7th  ;  and  he  took  from  her  eight 
ounces  of  blood,  and  gave  her  a 
compofition  of  the  faline  mixture 
with  fpermaceti  and  magnefia  every 
fix  hours/ 

This  had  operated  by  the  8th 
two  cr  thiee  times  very  gently, 
when  mod  of  the  complaints  were 
relieved  ;  but  the  cough  fill 
fhaking  her  violently,  bleeding 
feemed  neceffary  to  be  repeated, 
more  particularly  as  fhe  looked 
uoon  herfelf  to  be  in  the  fixch 

1 

month  of  her  pregnancy.  The 
medicine  was  continued  without 

the  magnefia. 

In  the  evening  (viz.  the  8th) 
the  Tin  all  pox  appeared,  which 
proved  of  a  mild  kind,  and  mo¬ 
derate  in  quantity,  its  prog  refs 
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was  rather  flower  than  might  have 
been  expedited  ;  but  the  woman 
patted  through  the  oifeafe  in  great 
fpirits,  fitting  up  the  greatelf  part 
of  the  day  during  the  w'hole  time, 
and  taking  only  a  paregoric  at 
night,  and,  as  occaflon  required, 
a  little  magnefia  :  thus  the  fymp¬ 
toms  were  mitigated,  and  the 
cough  at  J  a  ft  became  very  little 
troublefome. 

On  the  25th  fhe  complained 
of  a  pain  in  her  fide.  Eight 
ounces  of  blood  were  takeft  aw'ay. 
The  next  day  fne  was  quite  fee 
from  pain,  and  thought  herfelf  as 
well  on  the  27th  as  her  particular 
fltuation  would  admit  of;  after 
which  (he  was  not  vifited  by  Mr. 
Grant  till  the  3  r  ft,  when  fhe  was 
in  labour. 

Mr.  Wa flail’s  Letter  on  the  fame 
Suhjecl. 

Dec.  30,  1776,  I  was  fent  for 
to  Mrs  Ford,  a  healthy  woman, 
about  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
who  was  pregnant  with  her  firfl 
child.  She  had  come  out  of  the 
country  about  three  months  before. 
Soon  after  her  arrival  in  town  fhe 
was  feized  with  the  fmall  pox,  and 
had  been  under  the  care  of  Meffrs. 
Hawkins  and  Grant,  who  have  fa¬ 
voured  me  with  the  particulars  here 
annexed. 

I  called  upon  her  in  the  after¬ 
noon  ;  lhe  complained  of  viole.it 
griping  pains  in  her  bowels,  dart¬ 
ing  down  to  the  pubes.  On  ex¬ 
amining  I  found  the  os  tinea  a 
little  dilated,  with  other  Ivmp- 
t orris  of  approaching  labour.  I 
fent  her  an  anodyne  fpermaceti 
cmulficn,  and  defired  to  be  called 
if  her  pains  increafed.  I  was 
fent  for.  The  labour  advanced 
K  3  very 
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very  (lowly ;  her  pains  were  long 
and  fevere  ;  (he  was  delivered  of  a 
dead  child,  with  feme  difficulty. 

Obferving  an  eruption  all  over 
the  body  of  the  child,  and  feveral 
of  the  puftules  filled  with  matter, 
I  examined  them  more  particu¬ 
larly  ;  and  recollediing,  that  Dr. 
Leake,  in  his  Introdudlory  Lecture 
to  the  Pradlice  of  Midwifery,  had 
ebferved,  that  it  might  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  enquire,  whether  thofe 
adults  who  are  faid  totally  to 
efcape  the  fmall  pox  have  not  been 
previoufly  affedled  with  it  in  the 
womb,  I  fent  a  note  to  Dr.  Leake, 
and  likewife  to  Dr.  Hunter,  in 
hopes  of  afeertaining  a  fadl  hi¬ 
therto  much  doubted.  Dr.  Leake 
came  the  fame  evening,  and  faw 
the  child.  Dr.  Hunter  came  af¬ 
terwards,  with  Mr.  Cruickfhanks, 
and  examined  it;  alfo  Mr.  John 
Hunter  and  Mr.  Falconer ;  who 
all  concurred  with  me,  that  the 
eruption  on  the  child  was  the 
fmall  pox.  Dr.  Hunter  thought 
the  eruption  fo  like  the  fmall  pox 
that  he  could  hardly  doubt;  but 
faid,  that  in  all  other  cafes  of  the 
fame  kind,  that  he  had  met  with, 
the  child  in  utero  had  efcaped  the 
contagion. 

From  Mr.  Grant’s  Notes* 

The  eruption  appeared  on  Mrs. 
Ford  in  the  evening  of  the  8th  of 
December,  and  (he  was  delivered 
the  31ft,  that  is,  twenty  three  days 
alter  the  appearance  of  the  erup¬ 
tions. 

’Rebellions  by  Mr.  John  Hunter. 

The  (inguiaiiiy  of  the  above 


cafe,  with  all  its  circumflances* 
has  inclined  me  to  confider  it  with 
fome  attention. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that 
the  mother  had  the  fmall  pox,  and 
that  the  eruption  began  to  appear 
on  the  8  th  of  December  :  alfo,  that 
it  went  through  its  regular  dages, 
and  that  on  the  31ft,  m.  twenty- 
three  days  after  the  fird  appearance 
of  the  eruption,  the  woman  was 
delivered  of  the  child,  who  is  the 
fubjedt  of  this  paper. 

Secondly,  The  didance  of  time 
when  (he  had  the  fmall  pox  before 
delivery,  joined  with  the  dage  of 
the  difeafe  in  the  child  when  born, 
which  probably  was  about  the  (ixth 
or  feventh  day  of  the  eruption, 
wise,  about  fifteen  or  fixteen  days 
after  the  beginning  of  the  eruption 
on  the  mother,  perfedlly  agrees  with 
the  poffibility  of  the  infedlion’s  be¬ 
ing  caught  from  the  mother. 

Thirdly,  The  external  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  pufiules  in  the  child 
was  perfectly  that  of  the  fmall 
pox,  as  mud  have  appeared  from 
the  relation  given  in  Mr.  Wadall’s 
letter.  Molt  of  the  pufiules  were 
didindt,  but  fome  were  blended  or 
united  at  their  bafe.  The  face 
had  the  greated  number  ;  and 
tbefe  were  in  general  the  mod  in- 
didindl.  They  were  fomewhat 
flattened  with  a  dent  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  *. 

So  far  were  the  leading  circuin- 
dances  and  external  appearances 
in  favour  of  their  beirip-  the  vario- 

O 

lous  eruption  ;  but  although  thefe 
leading  circumflances  and  external 
appearances  were  incontrovertible, 
yet  they  were  not  an  abfolute 


*  I  endeavoured  to  take  fome  matter  upon  the  point  of  two  lancets  ;  but  not 
having  an  opportunity  of  making  an  experiment  tnyfelf,  I  gave  them  to  two  gen¬ 
tlemen,  who,  l  imagine,  wei.e  afraid  of  inoculating  with  them. 

prcQjf 
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proof  of  this  being  the  genuine 
fmall  pox  ;  therefore  1  mult  be 
allowed  to  conflder  this  lubjeft  a 
little  further,  and  fee  how  tar  all 
the  circumftances  correfpond  or 
are  limilar  to  the  true  fmall  pox. 
In  the  fmall  pox  we  have  a  pre¬ 
vious  fever,  in  place  of  which,  in 
•the  prefent  cafe,  we  have  no  in¬ 
formation  hut  that  of  the  mother’s 
having  had  the  fill. all  pox  within 
fuch  a  limited  time  as  may  favour 
tne  poflibility  ol  infection  in  the 
w  o  m  b  j  yet  w  e  m  a  v  p  re  fu  m  e , 
that  the  child  mud  have  had  con- 
lidcrable  fever  preceding  luch  an 
eruption,  of  whatfoever  kind  it 
was. 

In  the  fmall  pox  the  eruption 
goes  through  pretty  regular  cages 
in  its  progrefs  and  declenfion, 
which  circumftances  we  know  no- 
th  ng  of  in  the  prefent  cafe;  but 
even  this  fever,  the  eruptions, 
and  their  progreis,  are  not  abso¬ 
lutely  proofs  that  the  diforder  is 
the  fmall  pox  when  it  is  caught  in 
the  common  and  natural  way: 
and  in  proof  of  this  alfertion  it 
in  ay  be  obferved,  that  practi¬ 
tioners  every  now  and  then  are 
m  i  flake n. 

It  may  be  alked,  what  is  the 
true  charaCteri ftic  of  the  fmall 
pox  ?  that  by  which  it  differs 
from  all  other  eruptions  that  we 
are  acquainted  with?  The  molt 
certain  character  of  the  fmall  pox, 
that  1  know,  is  the  formation  of  a 
Hough,  or  a  part  becoming  dead 
b/  tne  variolous  inflammation  ; 
a  c’rcumjQt ince  which  hitherto,  I 
believe,  has  not  been  taken  no¬ 
tice  ok 

This  was  very  evident  in  the 
arm  of  thofe  who  were  inoculated 
;n  tne  old  way,  where  the  wounds 


were  conliderable,  and  weredrefled 
every  day  ;  which  mode  of  treat¬ 
ment  kept  them  from  fcabbing, 
by  which  means  this  procefs  was 
eafily  obferved;  but  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  method  of  inoculation  it  is 
hardly  obfervable  :  the  fore  being 
allowed  to  lcnb,  the  flough  and 
fcab  unite  and  drop  off  together. 
The  fame  ipdillinClnefs  •  attends 
the  eruptions  on  the  Ikin  ;  and  in 
thofe  patients  who  die  of,  or  die 
while  in,  the  difeafe,  where  v/e 
have  an  opportunity  of  examining 
them  while  the  part  is  diflinct, 
this  flough  is  very  evident. 

This  flough  is  the  caufe  of  the 
pitt  after  all  is  cicatrized;  for  it 
is  a  fireal  Jofs  of  fubflance  of  the 
furface  of  the  cutis:  and  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  this  flough  is  the  re¬ 
maining  depreflion. 

The  chicken  pox  comes  the 
neared  in  external  appearance  to 
the  fmall  pox;  but  it  does  not 
commonly  produce  a  flough. 

As  there  is  generally  no  lofs  of 
fubflance  in  this  cafe,  there  can 
be  no  pitt.  But  it  fometimes 
happens,  although  but  rarely, 
that  there  is  a  pitt  in  confequence 
of  a  chicken  pock ;  then  ulcer¬ 
ation  Iras  taken  place  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  cutis,  a  common  thing 
in  fores. 

In  the  prefent  cafe,  befides  the 
leading  circumiia.nces  mentioned 
in  the  cafe  of  the  mother,  corre- 
fponding  with  the  appearances  on 
the  child,  and  the  external  ap¬ 
pearances  themfelves,  we  have  in 
the  fulleft  fenfe  the  third  and  real 
or  principal  character  of  the  fmall 
pox,  <viz.  the  flough  in  every 
fujiule ;  from  ail  which,  I  think, 
we  may  conclude,  that  the  child 
had  caught  the  fmall  pox  in  the 
K  4  womb  j 


136  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780. 


womb;  or  at  Jeaft  a  difeafe,  the 
efFeds  of  which  were  fimilar  to  no 
other  known  difeafe. 

In  opening  the  bodies  of  thofe 
who  had  either  died  of,  or  died 
while  under,  the  fmail  pox,  I 
always  examined  carefully  to  fee 
whether  any  internal  cavity,  fuch 
as  the  afophagus ,  trachea ,  ftomach, 
inteftines,  pleura ,  peritoneum,  &c. 
had  eruptions  upon  them  or  not, 
and  never  finding  any  in  any  of 
thofe  cavities,  1  began  to  fufped, 
that  either  the  fein  itfelf  was  the 
only  part  of  the  body  fufceptible 
of  fuch  a  Jlimulus ;  or  that  the 
Ikin  was  fubjed  to  feme  influence 
to  which  the  other  parts  of  the 
body  were  not  fubjed,  and  which 
made  it  alone  fufceptible  of  the 
•variolous  Jlimulus .  If  ^  from  the 
find  caufe,  I  then  concluded  it 
Hid  be  an  original  principle  in 
the  animal  ceconomy.  If  from  the 
fecond,  I  then  fufpeded,  that  ex¬ 
ternal  expofure  was  the  caufe  ; 
and  I  was  the  more  led  into  this 
idea,  from  finding  that  thefe 
eruptions  often  attack  the  mouth 
and  throat,  two  expofed  parts ; 
add  to  which,  that  we  generally 
find  the  eruptions  moft  on  the 
expofed  parts  of  the  body,  as  the 
face.  See. 

With  thefe  ideas  in  my  mind,  I 
thought  I  faw  the  mod  favourable 
opportunity  of  clearing  up  this 
point.  I  therefore  very  attentively 
examined  mod  of  the  internal  ca¬ 
vities  of  this  child;  fuch  as  the 
Per  it  on  um,  pleura ,  trachea,  infide 
of  the  azfopbagus,  Aomach,  in- 
tedines,  &c.  but  obferved  nothing 
uncommon,  i  have  already  ob¬ 
ferved;  that  in  this  child  the  face 
and  extremities  were  the  fulled, 
fimilar  to  what  happens  in  com¬ 
mon  ;  from  all  which.  I  may  be 


allowed  to  draw  this  conclufion, 
that  the  (kin  is  the  principal  part 
which  is  fufceptible  of  the  vario¬ 
lous  flimulus,  and  is  not  afteded 
by  any  external  influence  what¬ 
ever. 

The  communication  of  the 
fmail  pox  to  the  child  in  the 
womb  may  be  fuppofed  to  happen 
in  two  ways  ;  one  by  infedion 
from  the  mother,  as  is  fuppofed 
in  the  above  cafe  ;  the  other  by 
the  mother’s  having  abforbed  the 
fmail  pox  matter  from  forne  other 
perfon,  and  the  matter  being  car¬ 
ried  to  the  child  from  the  con¬ 
nection  between  the  two,  which 
we  may  fuppofe  done  with  or 
without  find  affeding  the  mother. 

Teftimonies  and  opinions  are 
various  with  refped  to  thefe  two 
fads.  Boerhaave  feems  to  have 
been  led  by  his  experience  to 
think  that  fuch  infedion  was  not 
communicable  ;  for  we  find  that 
he  attended  a  lady,  who  having, 
in  the  fixth  month  of  her  preg¬ 
nancy,  had  the  confluent  fmail 
pox,  brought  forth  at  the  regular 
period  a  child,  who  fhewed  not 
the  lead  veitige  of  his  mother’s 
difeafe. 

His  commentator,  however.  Van 
Swieten,  fupports  a  different  opi¬ 
nion  (fee  his  comment,  vol.  v.). 
He  quotes  a  cafe  from  the  Phiio- 
fophicai  Tranfadicns,  vol.  xxviii. 
N°  337.  p.  165,  of  a  woman,  who, 
having  juft  gone  through  a  mild 
fort  of  fma’l  pox,  was,  by  means 
of  a  ftrong  defe  of  purging  phyfic, 
thrown  into  a  mifearriage,  and 
brought  forth  a  dead  female  child, 
whole  whole  body  was  covered 
with  <; variolous  pujlules  full  of  ripe 
matter;  but  this  hiftory  is  founded 
only  on  the  relation  of  a  midwife 
to  a  clergyman,  and  therefore  not 
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abfolutcly  to  be  depended  upon  as 
accurately  Hated  :  however,  it  is 
more  than  probable,  that  there 
was  a  cafe  as  defcribed  ;  and  that 
there  were  really  eruptions  on  the 
Ikin  of  the  child  fimilar  to  the 
fmall  pox. 

Van  Swieten  likewife  mentions 
what  Mauriceau  relates  of  him- 
felf.  This  author  teftifies,  that 
he  had  often  heard  his  father  and 
mother  fay,  that  the  latter,  when 
big  with  him,  and  very  near  her 
time  of  delivery,  had  a  painful 
attendance  on  one  of  her  children, 
who  died  of  the  fmall  pox  on  the 
feventh  day  of  the  eruption  ;  and 
that  on  the  day  following  the  death 
of  this  child,  Mauriceau  came  into 
the  world,  bringing  with  him  five 
or  fix  true  pujlules  of  the  fmall 
pox. 

It  does  not  appear,  however, 
from  this  recital,  whether  or  not 
Mauriceau  palled  through  life  free 
from  any  pollerior  infefiion  ;  but 
admitting  that  this  eruption  of 
Mauriceau’s  was  truly  the  fmall 
pox,  yet  I  fhould  very  much  doubt 
his  having  caught  it  from  the  child 
who  died  of  it:  as  it  fhould  f  ern 
that  the  pujlules  of  Mauriceau  were 
of  the  fame  date  with  thofe  of  the 
child  who  died.  Van  Swieten 
appeals  to  a  more  recent  cafe, 
which  had  been  reported  to  him 
by  perfons  of  great  credit,  and  is 
recorded  in  the  Phil.  Tranf.  vol. 
xlvi.  p.  235. 

“  A  woman,  big  with  child, 
<l  having  herfelf  long  ago  had  the 
“  fmall  pox,  very  affiduoufly 
<f  nurfed  a  maid  fervant  during 
“  the  whole  procefs  of  this  dil- 
“  eafe.  At  the  proper  time  Hie 
“  brought  forth  a  healthy  female 
*■  fhild.»  in  whofe  fk,i n  Dr.  Wat- 
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‘  fon  afierted,  that  he  difeovered 
‘  evident  marks  of  the  fmall  pox, 

‘  which  fhe  muH  have  gone 

*  through  in  the  womb;  and  the 
‘  fame  phyfician  pronounced, 

*  that  this  child  would  be  free 

*  from  future  infection.  After 
‘  four  years  her  brother  was  in©- 
‘  culated  ;  and  Dr.  Watfon  ob- 
f  tained  permiiTion  of  the  parents 
‘  to  try  the  fame  experiment  011 
‘  the  girl.  The  operation  was 

*  performed  on  both  children  in 
‘  the  fame  manner  ;  and  thp  pus 
c  ufed  in  both  cafes  was  taken 

*  from  the  fame  patient.  The 
f  event,  however,  was  different  ; 
f  for  the  bov  had  the  regular 
‘  eruption,  and  got  well  ;  but 
‘  the  girl’s  arm  did  not  inflame 
r  nor  fuppurate.  On  the  tenth 

*  day  from  the  infection  of  the 
f  matter,  fhe  turned  pale  fud- 

*  denly,  was  languid  for  two 
‘  days,  and  afterwards  was  very 
‘  well.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
‘  the  incilion  there  appeared  a 
‘  puftule  JLke  thofe  pujlules  that 
‘  we  iometimes  obferve  in  perfons 

*  who,  having  had  the  difeafe, 
c  attend  patients  ill  of  the  fmall 
4  pox.” 

In  the  epiflles  of  T.  Bartholinus, 
cent.  ii.  p.  682,  there  is  the  fol¬ 
lowing  hi  Tory .  “  A  poor  woman, 
“  aged  thirty-eight  years,  preg- 
“  nant,  and  now  near  the  time  of 
delivery,  was  feized  with  the 
“  fymptoms  of  the  fmall  pox,  and 
“  had  a  very  numerous  eruption. 
“In  this  Hate  fhe  was  delivered 
“  of  a  child,  as  full  of  * variolous 
“  pvfiules  as  herfelf.  The  child 
iS  died  foon  after  birth  ;  the  mo- 
“  ther  three  days  afterwards.” 
Van  Swieten  infers,  that, the  mo¬ 
ther  and  the  child  were  in  this 

cafe 


t 


i.}8  ANNUAL  RE 

Cafe  inferred  at  the  fame  time  ; 
therefore,  the  child  not  infected 
by  the  mother. 

’  Dr.  Mead  a  (Torts,  that  when  a 
woman  in  the  fnlall  pox  iuflers  an 
abortion,  the  foetus  is  generally 
full  of  the  contagion  ;  but  that 
■this  does  not  happen  always. 
This  variety,  he  fays,  depends  on 
the  date  of  the  mother’s  pujlules 
when  the  child  is  born  ;  that  is, 
whether  they  are  or  are  not  in  a 
ftate  of  purulence.  Whence  he 
has  obferved  it  fometirnes  to  hap¬ 
pen,  that  on  the  fecond  day  from 
the  birth,  or  the  third,  or  any 
day  before  the  eighth,  the  difeafe 
caught  from  the  mother  (hews  it- 
Jfelf  in  eruptions  on  the  child. 

Dr.  Mead  here  relates  the 
hiftory  of  a  lady  of  quality,  of 
which  this  is  the  fubfiance.  A 
lady,  in  the  feventh  month  of  her 
pregnancy,  had  the  confluent 
fmail  pox,  and  on  the  eleventh 
day  of  the  difeafe  brought  forth  a 
Ion,  having  no  flgns  of  the  difeafe 
on  his  body  ;  and  fhe  died  on  the 
fourteenth  day.  The  infant  hav¬ 
ing  lived  four  days,  was  feized 
with  convulflons,  and,  the  fmail 
pox  appearing,  died.  The  dodlor 
Infers  from  hence,  that  the  fuppu- 
ration  being  in  fome  meafure 
icompleated  bn  the  eleventh  day, 
the  mother’s  difeafe  was  commu¬ 
nicated  then  to.  the  frztus,  and 
tnade  its  appearance  on  the  child 
after  eight  days. 

If  there  be  no  abortion.  Dr. 
Mead  pronounces,  that  the  child 
will  ever  be  free  from  the  difeafe, 
pnlefs  the  birth  fhould  happen  be¬ 
fore  the  maturation  o i  the  pufiuhs. 
He  brings  a  cafe  to  prove,  that 
the  festus  in  the  womb  may  be 

Hr  V 

indebted  by  the  contagion  of  which 
the  mother  does  not  partake.  te  A 
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“  woman,  who  had  long  before 
“  fufFered  the  fmail  pox,  nurled 
her  hufband,  under  that  dif- 
eafe,  towards  the  end  of  her 
i(  pregnancy ;  and  was  brought 
t{  to  bed  at  the  due  time.  The 
e(  child  was  dead,  and  covered 
te  all  over  with  variolous  pujlules 
With  refpecl  to  the  cafe  quoted 
from  Maurieeau,  it  has  been  prov¬ 
ed  by  Sir  George”  Baker  (Med. 
Tranfadt.  vol.  ii.  p.  275.)  that 
Dr.  Mead  drew  a  concluiion  from 
it  diredtly  contrary  to  the  author’s 
meaning.  The  negative  opinion 
appears  evidently  to  be  fupported 
by  that  hiflory. 

Sir  George  Baker  mentions  in 
the  fame  paper  the  cafe  of  two 
pregnant  women  who  were  ino¬ 
culated  at  Hertford.  They  both 
had  the  fmail  pox  favourably,  and 
afterwards  brought  forth  their 
children  perfectly  healthy  at  the 
ufual  time.  Both  thefe  children, 
at  the  age  of  three  year?,  we.re 
inoculated  with  effedt. 

Sir  George  Baker  likewife  men¬ 
tions  a  cafe  which  fell  under  the 
obfervation  of  Dr.  Clarke  of  Ep- 
forn.  Si  A  woman  towards  the 
t(  end  of  her  pregnancy  had  the 
“  fmail  pox,  from  which  fhe  nar- 
f<  rovvly  efcaped.  Five  weeks 
et  after  the  crifis  fhe  was  delivered 
te  of  an  healthy  female  child,  who 
“  having  numerous  marks  on  her 
“  fkin,  was  judged  by  all  who 
“  faw  her  to  have  undergone  the 
“  fame  diflemper  before  her  birth. 
<c  However,  at  the  end  of  twelve 
“  months  Ihe  had  the  fmail  pox 
“  in  a  very  fevere  manner.  Both 
“  the  mother  and  child  were  late- 
“  ly  living  at  Epforn,” 

Since  then  we  fee  that  it  is 
very  probable,  that  the  fmail  pox 
may  be  caught  from*  the  mother 

when. 
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when  fhe  is  infefted,  it  may  be 
afked,  why  does  not  this  happen 
oftener  ?  In  anfwer  to  this  we 
may  fuppofe,  that  this  is  not  fo 
ready  a  way  as  when  the  child  is 
expofed  to  catch  it  after  the  birth, 
as  we  find  too  that  a  difference 
Can  be  produced  after  birth  : 
inoculation  is  a  much  readier  way 
of  catching  it  than  what  is  called 
the  natural  way.  It  may  likewife 
be  faid,  that  many  women  who 
are  with  child,  and  have  the  fmall 
pox  during  pregnancy,  do  not 
recover  ;  therefore  both  mother 
and  child  die  before  the  difeafe 
can  have  time  to  produce  erup¬ 
tions  upon  the  child.  Finally,  in 
many  of  thofe  cafes,  where  the 
mother  recovers,  there  is  fome- 
times  produced  a  mifcarriage, 
which  alfo  hinders  the  infection 
from  taking  place  in  the  child. 
However,  many  women  go  through 
the  whole  difeafe,  and  the  child 
fhews  no  marks  of  the  fmall  pox. 

Thus  have  I  Hated  fads  relative 
to  t ne  prefent  fubjed,  with  fome 
of  the  belt  authorities  on  both 
fides  of  the  queftion  ;  and  fhall 
now  leave  the  reader  to  form  his 
own  judgment. 


Dr.  Guthrie’/  Account  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  Manner  of  treating  Per  Jons 
affected  hy  the  P umes  of  hu  ning 
Charcoal ,  and  other  Pffluajia  of 
the  Jame  Nature.  P  rom  the  fame. 

St.  Peterfburg,  OH,  iz,  177S. 

Dear  Sir, 

SHALL  endeavour  to  recoi¬ 
led,  according  to  vour  defire, 
the  particulars  of  that  part  of  my 
former  letter  which  related  to  the 


mode  of  recovering  people  ini 
Rufiia,  who  are  apparently  de¬ 
prived  of  life  by  the  principle 
emitted  from  burning  charcoal,  or 
by  the  incruftation  formed  upon 
the  infides  of  the  boors  huts  when 
ic  thaws. 

People  of  condition  in  this 
country  have  double  windows  to 
their  houfes  in  winter ;  but  the 
commoner  fort  have  only  fingle 
ones,  which  is  the  reafon  that, 
during  a  fevere  fro!l,  there  is  an 
incruftation  formed  upon  the  in¬ 
fides  of  the  glafs  windows.  This 
feems  to  be  compoftd  of  con- 
denfed  breath,  perfpiration,  &c. 
as  a  number  of  people  live  and  , 
deep  in  the  fame  fmall  room, 
especially  in  great  cities.  This 
e.xcrementitious  cruft  is  farther  im¬ 
pregnated  with  the  phlogifton  of 
candles,  and  of  the  oven  with  which 
the  chamber  is  heated. 

When  a  thaw  fucceeds  a  hard 
froft  of  long  duration,  and  this 
plate  of  ice  is  converted  into  wa¬ 
ter,  there  is  a  principle  fee  loofe, 
which  produces  all  the  terrible 
effects  upon  the  human  body, 
which  the  principle  emitted  from, 
charcoal  is  fo  well  known  to  do  in 
this  country,  where  people  every 
day  fuller  from  it.  However,  the. 
Ruffians  conftantly  lay  the  blame, 
upon  the  oven,  when  they  are 
affected  by  the  thawing  of  the 
cruft,  as  the  effects  are  perfectly 
fimilar,  and  they  cannot  bring- 
themfelves  to  believe,  that  the 
diffolviog  of  fo  fmall  a  portion  oft 
ice  cun  be  attended  with  any  bad, 
confequence,  when  they  daily  melt 
larger  maffes  without  danger:  yet; 
the  oven  does  not  at  ail  account 
for  the  complaints  brought  on  at 
this  period  ;  for,  upon  examin¬ 
ation,  they  generally  fhd  every¬ 
thin'1- 
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thing  right  there,  and  fill  the 
agar ,  or  hurtful  vapour,  remain¬ 
ing  in  the  room. 

As  the  effects  of  both  are  find- 
lar,  as  I  have  faid  above,  and 
like  wife  the  mode  of  recovery,  I 
fit  all  only  give  you  an  account  of 
rhe  operation  of  the  principle  emit¬ 
ted  by  burning  charcoal,  and  of 
the  method  of  bringing  thofe  peo¬ 
ple  to  life  who  have  been  fuffocated 
iy  it  (as  f  think  it  is  erroneoufiy 
termed)  ;  this  will  fuperfede  the 
neceffity  of  giving  the  hiftory  of 
both,  or  rather  it  will  be  giving 
both  at  the  fame  time. 

Ruffian  houfes  are  heated  by  the 
means  of  ovens;  and  the  manner 
of  heating  them  is  as  follows.  A 
number  of  billets  of  wood  are 
placed  in  the  peech  or  Hove,  and 
allowed  to  burn  till  they  fall  in  a 
mafs  of  bright  red  cinders  ;  then 
the  vent  above  is  fhut  up,  and 
likewife  the  door  of  the  peech 
which  opens  into  the  room,  in  or¬ 
der  to  concentrate  the  heat  ;  this 
makes  the  tiles  of  which  the  peech 
is  compofed  as  hot  as  you  defire, 
and  fufficiently  warms  the  aDart- 
ment ;  but  lometimes  a  fervant  is 
fo  negligent  as  to  fhut  up  the  peech 
or  oven  before  the  wood  is  fuffi- 
ciently  burnt,  fofr  the  red  cinders 
fhould  be  turned  over  from  time  to 
time  to  fee  that  no  bit  of  wood  re¬ 
mains  of  a  blackifh  colour,  but 
that  the  whole  mafs  is  of  a  uniform 
glare  (as  if  a  I  molt  transparent)  be¬ 
fore  the  openings  are  fhiu,  elfe  the 
vgar  or  vapour  is  fare  to  fucceed  to 
smlmanagement  of  this  fort,  and 
its  ejects  ar  as  follows. 

if  a  perfon  lays  inmlelf  clown 
to  deep  in  the  room  expofed  to 
the  influence  of  this  vapour,  he 
falls  into  fo  lound  a  deep  that  it 
is  difficult  to  awake  him,  but  he 


feels  (or  is  fenfible  of)  nothing. 
There  is  no  fpafm  excited  in  the 
trachea  arteria  or  lungs  to  roufe 
him,  nor  does  the  breathing,  by 
all  accounts,  feem  to  be  particu¬ 
larly  affected  :  in  fbort,  there  is  no 
one  fymptom  of  fufFocation  ;  but 
towards  the  end  of  the  cataltrophe, 
a  fort  of  groaning  is  heard  by  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  next  room,  which  brings 
them  fometimes  to  the  relief  of  the 
fufferer.  If  a  perfon  only  fits  in 
the  room,  without  intention  to 
fleep,  he  is,  after  fome  time,  feist* 
ed  with  a  drowzinefs  and  inclina¬ 
tion  to  vomit.  However,  this 
Jail  fymptom  feldom  affects  a  Ruf¬ 
fian,  it  is  chiefly  foreigners  who 
are  awaked  to  their  dangers  by  a 
naufeay  but  the  natives,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  ftrangers,  perceive  a  dull 
pain  in  their  heads,  and  if  they  do 
not  remove  diredtly,  which  they 
are  often  too  fleepy  to  do,  are  foon 
deprived  of  their  fenfes  and  power 
of  motion,  infomuch,  that  if  no 
perfon  fortunately  difcovers  them 
within  an  hour  after  this  word: 
ffage,  they  are  irrecoverably  loll ; 
for  the  Ruffians  fay,  that  they  do 
not  fucceed  in  reflating  to  life 
thofe  who  have  lain  more  than  an 
hour  in  a  flate  of  infenfibility. 

The  recovery  is  always  attempt¬ 
ed,  and  often  effected,  in  this  man¬ 
ner.  They  carry  the  patient  im¬ 
mediately  out  of  doors,  and  lay 
him  upon  the  fnow,  with  nothing 
on  him  but  a  flirt  and  linen  draw¬ 
ers.  His  ffomach  and  temples 
are  then  well  rubbed  with  fnow, 
and  cold  water,  or  milk  is  poured 
down  his  throat.  This  fribiion  is 
continued  with  freih  fnow  until 
the  livid  hue,  which  the  body  had 
when  brought  out,  is  changed  to 
its  natural  colour,  and  life  renevv- 
ed  ;  then  they  cure  the  violent 

head- 
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hcad-ach  which  remains  by  bind¬ 
ing  on  the  forehead  a  cataplafm 
of  black  rye  bread,  and  vinegar. 

In  this  manner  the  unfortunate 
man  is  perfe&ly  reftored,  without 
blowing  up  the  lungs,  as  is  necef- 
fary  in  the  cafe  of  drowned  per- 
fons  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  begin 
to  play  of  themfelves  fo  foon  as  the 
fur.harge  of  phlogifton  makes  its 
efcape  from  the  body. 

It  is  well  worthy  of  obfervation, 
how  diametrically  oppotite  the 
modes  are  of  reftoring  to  life,  thoie 
who  are  deprived  of  it  by  water, 
and  tnofe  who  have  loft  it  by  the 
fumes  of  charcoal  :  the  one  confift- 
ing  in  the  internal  and  external 
application  of  heat,  and  the  other 
in  that  of  cold.  It  may  be  al- 
ledged,  that  the  ftimulus  of  the 
cold  produces  heat,  and  the  fait 
feems  to  be  confirmed  by  the  Rul- 
fian  method  of  reftoring  circulation 
in  a  frozen  limb  by  means  of  fric¬ 
tion  with  fnovv.  But  what  is  fingu- 
lar  in  the  cafe  of  people  apparently 
deprived  of  life  in  the  manner 
treated  of  is,  that  the  body  is  much 
warmer  when  brought  out  of  the 
room  than  at  the  inftant  life  is 
reftored,  and  that  they  awake  cold 
and  fhivering.  The  colour  of  the 
body  is  alfo  changed  from  a  livid 
red  to  its  natural  complexion, 
which,  together  with  fome  other 
circumftances,  would  almoft  lead 
one  to  fufpedl,  that  they  are  re- 
llored  to  life  by  the  fnow  and  cold 
water  fomehow  or  other  freeing 
them  from  the  load  of  phlogifton 
with  which  the  fyftem  feems  to  be 
replete;  for  although  the  firft  ap¬ 
plication  of  cold  water  to  th^  hu¬ 
man  body  produces  heat,  yet,  if 
often  repeated  in  a  very  cold  at- 
mofphere,  it  then  cools  inftead  of 
continuing  to  heat,  juft  as  the  cold 


bath  does  when  a  perfon  remain* 
too  long  in  it. 

In  fhort,  T  think  it  is  altogether 
a  curious  fubjedt,  whether  you  take 
into  consideration  the  mode  of  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  principle  emitted  by 
burning  charcoal,  and  our  phlo- 
gifticated  cruft;  or  the  operation 
of  the  fnow  and  cold  water.  How¬ 
ever,  I  {hall  by  no  means  take 
upon  me  to  decide,  whether  the 
dangerous  fymptoms  related  above 
are  produced  by  the  air  in  the 
room  being  fo  fat u rated  with  phlo¬ 
gifton  as  to  be  unable  to  take  up 
the  proper  quantity  from  the  lungs, 
which  occasions  a  furcharge  in  the 
fyitem,  according  to  your  theory, 
or  whether  fo  fubtle  a  fluid  may 
fomehow  find  its  way  into  the 
circulation,  and  thereby  arrelt  the 
vital  powers  ;  nor  fhall  I  deter¬ 
mine  whether  the  livid  hue  of  the 
body  when  brought  out  is  changed 
into  a  paler  colour  by  the  atmo- 
fphere  fomehow  or  other  abforbing 
and  freeing  the  blood  from  the 
colouring  principle,  as  you  have 
{hewn  to  be  the  cafe  with  blood 
out  of  the  body  :  thefe  are  curious 
inquiries  that  I  fhall  leave  to  your 
inveftig2tion.  I  have  only  endea¬ 
voured  to  collect  fadis  from  a  num¬ 
ber  of  natives  who  have  met  with 
this  accident  themfelves,  or  nave 
affifted  in  reftoring  others  to  life. 
It  is  fo  common  a  cafe  here  that  it 
is  perfectly  familiar  to  them,  and 
they  never  call  in  medical  aftill- 
ance. 

I  am.  See. 


From  Dr.  Duncan^  Medical  Com¬ 
mentaries  y  iy8o. 

^HE  following  direftions  for 
j|  preventing  fatal  eft  efts  from 

drinking 
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drinking  large  quantities  of  fpi- 
rits,  have  been  printed  and  diftri- 
fouted  at  Liverpool.  They  were 
drawn  up  by  Dr.  Idoulfton  of  that 
place,  in  confequence  of  feme  me¬ 
lancholy  accidents  happening  from 
this  caufe,  where  proper  affiftance 
was  not  fought  for.  As  fuch  ac¬ 
cidents  are  but  too  common,  it  is 
of  importance  that  the  moil  fuc- 
eefsful  practice  in  thofe  cafes  fhould 
be  generally  known. 

Many  perfons  are  deftroyed  fud- 
denly  by  drinking  large  quantities  of 
Spirits.  Their  firft  efieCts  are  Jli- 
mulant ;  they  quicken  the  circu  ¬ 
lation,  and  occafion  much  blood 
to  be  thrown  upon  the  head.  ri  hey 
afterwards  prove  fedative ;  they 
bring  on  ftupor  ;  lois  of  realon* 
total;  of  motion  and  fenfation,  ak¬ 
in  oft  total.  Their  effects  may  be 
partly  owing  to  their  entering,  in 
fame  degree,  into  the  circulation, 
but  depend  chiefly,  when  violent, 
on  their  addon  on  the  nerves  of 
the  ftomach.  In  confequence,  the 
brain  is  affe&ed,  and  the  nervous 
Influence  fufpended  if  not  deilroy¬ 
ed.  All  the  parts  of  the  body 
therefore  partake  of  this  infenfbi- 
lity.  As  the  fkin  in  fome  cafes 
may  be  burnt  even  without  feel¬ 
ing,  fo  the  flomach  and  intefiines 
may  be  ilimulated  confderabiy 
without  any  effeCL  The  motion 
of  the  heart  and  lungs  is  much  en¬ 
feebled  and  interrupted,  but  con¬ 
tinues  irregularly  till  death  en- 
fues. 

To  refeue  the  perfon  from  fo 
dangerous  a  Hate  is  extremely  dif¬ 
ficult.  To  counteract  thefe  effetls 
by  medicine  is  lefs  likely,  both  as 
the  power  of  fwallowing  is  loll, 
and  as,  probably,  little  or  no  ab- 
forption  then  takes  place.  But 
we  ought  to  endeavour,  ill,  to  eva¬ 


cuate  the  poifon  ;  or  elfe,  edly,  tt 
dilute  it,  and  thereby  weaken  its 
aClion.  With  a  view'  to  the  firft, 
brijk  vomits  may  be  given  ;  but, 
from  the  want  of  irritability  of  the 
ftomach,  thefe  often  will  not  aCl, 
unlefs  given  early,  when  they  are 
of  great  fervice  in  cafes  of  intoxi¬ 
cation.  A  dock-porter,  who  died 
in  the  Liverpool  Infirmary  from 
this  caufe,  Feb.  28,  1780,  got 

down  over  night,  nearly  12  grains 
of  emetic  tartar  diffolved,  yet  it 
produced  little  or  no  effeCt,  though 
he  lived  till  the  next  day.  Purges 
are  alfo  proper,  but  liable,  though 
in  a  lefs  degree,  to  the  fame  ob¬ 
jections.  Sharp  glyfers  may  be  ad- 
miniflered  and  will  produce  fome 
evacuation,  but  their  operation 
does  not  extend  far  enough.  Large 
glyfers ,  of  water  only,  or  of  wa¬ 
ter  in  which  purging  faits  are  dif¬ 
folved,  thrown  up  with  feme  force 
by  a  fyringe,  might  be  of  more 
fervice. 

Oil  has  been  advifed  to  be  giv¬ 
en,  to  help  to  evacuate  the  fpirit, 

or  to  weaken  its  aCiion. - But 

when  the  inactivity  of  the  ftomach 
is  become  fo  great  and  the  danger 
fo  prefling,  there  feems  mere  rea- 
fon  to  expeCt  fuccefs,  from  largely 
diluting  that  poiion,  which  we  in 
vain  attempt  to  evacuate.  When 
intoxication  has  been  produced  by 
drinking  flrong  liquors,  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  water,  or  weak  liquids, 
drank  are  found  to  leffen  it  very 
confiderably.  And  though  the 
power  of  fwallowing  be  loft,  yet 
by  means  of  a  pipe  (as  a  catheter) 
pafied  beyond  the  glottis,  or  even 
down  into  the  liomach,  water 
might  be  poured  in,  in  fuch  quan¬ 
tity  as  was  judged  fufficient  to  di¬ 
lute  and  carry  off  the  liquor  in  the 
itomach.  To  the  water  might  be 

added. 
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added,  with  advantage  probably, 

< vinegar ,  or  any  kind  of  acid:  or 
purgatives  might  be  diffolved  in  it, 
to  facilitate  the  poifon’s  palling  off 
by  the  intertines.  A  pipe  of  this 
kind  too  would  aiFord  the  belt  me¬ 
thod  of  introducing  fubitances  into 
the  rtomach  to  promote  vomiting. 

Putting  the  body  into  a  warm 
bath,  or  the  legs  and  feet  in  warm 
water,  will  be  cf  ufe,  by  le/Ten- 
ing  the  quantity  of  blood  accumu¬ 
lated  in  the  head  and  in  the  larger 
veflels:  and  fome  of  the  water  may 
perhaps  be  abforbed.  With  a  view 
to  relieve  the  oppreffion,  bleeding , 
and  opening  the  temporal  artery  are 
advifeable.  If  the  pulfe  is  found 
to  become  freer  and  fuller  on  lofing 
fome  blood,  more  may  be  taken 
away.  Blijlers  may  alfo  be  applied 
with  advantage. 

The  coldnefs  of  the  extremities, 
and  the  evident  difficulty  with 
which  the  circulation  is  kept  up, 
point  out  the  propriety  of  aflifting 
it  by  warmth  and  friftion  applied 
to  the  fkin  (as  in  recovering 
drowned  perfons.)  Motion ,  to  pre¬ 
vent  deep,  may  probably  be  fer- 
viceable  in  fuch  cafes.  Great  care 
fhould  be  taken  to  loofen  the  neck¬ 
band,  garters,  and  every  kind  of 
bandage,  and  that  the  body  fhould 
lie  in  a  natural,  eafy,  pollure;  on 
the  fide  is  perhaps  better  than  on 
the  belly,  though  that  has  been 
recommended,  that  the  lfomach 
might  the  eafier  difeharge  its  con¬ 
tents.  The  breathing  fhould  not 
be  obftrufted  nor  the  neck  lie  low, 
or  in  a  bent  poficion. 


Hints  for  the  General  Improvement  of 
Comm- ns,  recommended  to  the  Con¬ 
federation  of  every  Perjon  concerned 
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in  them,  ly  the  Author  of  Hints 

to  Gentlemen  of  Landed  Property," 

MONG  the  number  of  re- 
v  fources  which  this  country  is 
fuppofed  to  have  in  ftore,  none  is 
perhaps  pregnant  with  more  bene¬ 
fit  to  the  rtate,  and  to  individuals, 
than  our  commons,  or  vvafte  land. 
Every  man  who  has  turned  his 
thoughts  this  way,  perceives  the 
lofs  furtained  in  the  negledl  of  fo 
ftriking  an  objedt ;  but  the  bright- 
ert  jewel  cannot  give  lurtre.  till  it 
be  polilhed ;  nor  can  thefe  rude 
trails  of  land  yield  their  due  profit 
to  fociety,  till  they  are  cultivated* 
Some  perfons,  from  mere  indolence 
and  inattention,  fome  through  ti¬ 
midity,  and  others,  perhaps,  from 
a  commendable  perfuafion  that  the 
inclofing  of  them  would  tend  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  pooreit  clafs 
of  mankind,  continue  to  overlook 
the  advantage  they  might  acquire 
from  them  :  and  thus  focietv  lofes 
the  advantages  it  ought  to  derive 
from  this  fruitful  fource.  With 
refpedt  to  the  latter  objedlion,  it 
is  indeed  more  than  fpecious  ; 
there  is,  it  mull  be  allowed,  fome- 
thing  invidious  in  the  very  idea  of 
wrelting  from  the  poor,  the  only 
inheritance  they  have  ;  in  which 
too  they  have  that  bert  of  title — • 
Long  PofTeffion.  Therefore,  from 
equal  motives  of  humanity,  and 
found  policy,  their  property  and 
interert  in  commons  ought  to  re¬ 
main  inviolate  ;  and  the  more  fo3 
as  they  hold  it  by  a  tenure  that 
does  not  admit  of  alienation.-— Let 
commons  then  remain  in  their  pre¬ 
fen  c  ftate,  as  to  owners  and  pof- 
fefTors,  but  let  the  fenfe  of  this 
country  be  fhewn,  in  adopting 
fome  method  for  their  improve¬ 
ment 
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ment,  which  will  be  of  infinite  ad¬ 
vantage  to  the  nation  at  large, — — 
To  promote  fo  laudable  a  project 
then,  it  were  to  be  wilhed  that  a 
bill  in  parliament  might  be  pro¬ 
cured,  not  for  the  inclofing,  but, 
for  the  improvement  and  better  regu¬ 
lation  of  all  t  he  cc?nmons  in  England ; 
which  is  the  more  earneftiy  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  attention  of  the  land¬ 
ed  intereft,  left  the  neceliity  of  the 
times  fhonld  hereafter  happen  to 
juftify  government,  in  driving  to 
grafp  at  an  influence  over  this  ob¬ 
ject,  in  a  manner  which  may  be 
lefs  palatable,  and  yet  not  more 

beneficial  to  the  public* - This 

bill  fhould  be  fo  framed,  as  to  en¬ 
force  fomething  like  the  following 
pra&ice  : — -The  overfeers  of  the 
poor,  or  rather  fome  able  furveyor 
or  furveyors,  to  be  employed  for 
that  purpofe,  fhould  firil  exactly 
afcertain,  in  every  parifn,  where 
there  is  any  confiderable  trad  of 
common,  what  flock  that  common 
will  fairly  fupport. — -This  done,  if 
the  proportion  of  common  be  large 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  in¬ 
habitants,  let  every  houfe,  from  the 
largeft  manfion  to  the  meaneft  cot¬ 
tage  that  is  inhabited,  have  an 
equal  right  of  keeping  one  cow,  cr 
fix  fheep,  or  any  other  proper  dock 
in  the  like  proportion.-— After  this 
allotment,  let  every  eftate  have  a 
right  to  flock  the  furplufage  in 
proportion  to  what  it  pays  to  the 
poor  rates.  Let  every  cottager, 
and  every  proprietor  of  an  eftate, 
have  a  right  to,  flock  his  propor¬ 
tion,  or  to  let  it  to  any  other  perfon 
at  his  option  ;  but  let  no  perion 
prefume  to  overftock,  under  fuch 
penalty  as  the  wifdom  of  the  legi- 
fl a tu re  (hall  think  proper  to  inflid. 
Let  the  overfeers  cf  the  poor  have 


a  power  to  oblige  every  perfon  ifl<* 
tereited  in  the  common,  to  labour 
hlmfelf,  or  to  fend  a  labourer  in 
his  Head,  four  days  in  the  year  % 
or  elfe  pay  fix  fhil lings  in  money 
for  every  cow,  or  proportional  flock 
he  has  a  right  to  keep  ;  provided 
he  be  not  called  upon  in  time  of 
corn  or  hay  harveft,  or  feed  fea- 
fons.  Let  the  money  given  in  lieu 
of  labour,  and  the  perfonal  labour 
of  others,  be  employed,  under  pro¬ 
per  direction, in  extirpating  brakes, 
bodies,  furze,  fern,  and  other 
rubbifh,  in  draining  wet  parts, 
levelling  and  filling  up  broken 
ground  and  rutts,  in  making  baulks 
to  confine  the  roads  to  narrower 
compafs,  in  ereding  flood-gates, 
and  flops,  and  making  trenches, 
for  the  purpofe  of  watering  and 
flooding  fuch  parts  as  admit  of  that 
moil  valuable  of  all  improvements ; 
in  fliort,  in  doing  every  thing  to 
the  common,  which  a  good  huf- 
bandman  would  do  to  his  farm,  or 
a  gentleman  to  his  park. 

Where  the  commons  are  fo  final! 
as  not  to  admit  of  a  cow,  or  the 
like  proportion  of  flock,  to  every 
houfe,  then  let  the  overfeers  of  the 
poor  have  a  power  to  let  them  to 
any  proper  tenant;  and,  after  de¬ 
ciding  out  of  the  rent  what  may 
be  neceftary  towards  their  yearly 
improvement,  diftribute  the  re¬ 
mainder,  among  fuch  induftrious 
pariihioners  as  have  nothing  to 
trull  to  but  their  labour,  and  who 
are  not  relieved  by  the  poor  rate? 

Much  improvement  may  v 
doubtedly  be  made  upon  this  plan 
—  But  it  is  to  be  prefumed  that  no 
perfon,  unlefs  he  be  blinded  by  pre¬ 
judice,  can  make  any  objedion  to 
a  fcheme,  which  appears  to  be 
productive  of  fo  much  advantage; 

for 
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for  the  good  effedt  of  fuch  an  aft 
mult  be  obvious  to  every  common 
underftanding.  A  great  many 
commons,  under  this  regulation, 
will  be  as  beneficial  to  fociety  as 
though  they  were  inclofed  : — they 
will,  in  the  firlt  place,  fupport 
nearly  double  the  Hock  they  now 
(do,  to  fay  nothing  about  mending 
the  breed,  which,  by  the  way, 
will  be  no  inconfiderable  objett  ; 
the  rot  in  fheep,  and  many  other 
diforders  in  cattle,  will  be  greatly 
diminilhed,  as  they  have  frequent¬ 
ly  their  rife  from  unfound  com¬ 
mons  : — the  face  of  the  country 
will  be  very  much  improved  ;  for 
many  commons,  now  oftenfive  to 
the  eye,  and  comfortlefs  to  the 
foot,  will  be  as  pleafant,  as  fmooth, 
and  firm  as  a  fine  lawn  or  park. 
— The  cottagers  can  advance  no 
juft  plea  againft  this  project;  for 
where  commons  are  large  they 
will  have  their  full  proportion. 
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and  where  they  are  fmall,  they 
will  have  the  whole.  Owners  of 
eftates  cannot  objeft  to  it,  becaule 
they  will,  in  the  former  cafe,  have 
their  juft  proportion  fecured  to 
them  ;  and  in  the  latter,  the  little 
they  give  up  will  be  fo  ftrong  an 
incentive  to  induftry,  that  it  will 
operate  ultimately,  though  not  im¬ 
mediately,  in  their  favour. 

Thefe  particulars  are  fuggeftecl 
from  mere  motives  of  pubiic  fpirit, 
and  are  addreffed  to  every  man  of 
landed  property,  from  a  full  per- 
fuafion,  that  fuch  a  fcheme  will 

s  , 

greatly  tend  to  private  emolument, 
and  be  of  more  national  advantage 

O 

than  mankind  are  in  general  aware 
cf.  If  it  be  thought  too  crude  or 
futile,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  it 
will  at  leaft  lead  lome  abler  perfon 
to  offer  a  plan  better  digeiled,  andi 
of  more  importance  in  its  opera¬ 
tion. 
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Of  the  ancient  E  n  gE  f!i  Stage  From 
Supplemental  Obfer-vaticns  to  Stee- 
vens’j  Edition  cf  Shakipeare,  by 
Mr.  Malone. 

T‘  H  E  drama,  before  the  time 
of  Shakfpeare,  was  fo  little 
cultivated,  or  fo  ill  underftood, 
that  it  is  unnecelTary  to  carry  our 
refearches  higher  than  that  pe¬ 
riod,  Dry  den  has  truly  obferved, 
that  he  il  found  not,  but  created 
Aril  the  flage  of  which  no  one 
can  doubt,  who  considers,  that  of 
all  the  plays  iffued  from  the  prefs 
antecedent  to  the  year  K92,  when 
there  is  good  reafon  to  believe  he 
commenced  a  dramatick  writer, 
the  titles  are  fcarcely  known,  ex¬ 
cept  to  antiquarians  ;  nor  is  there 
one  of  them  that  will  bear  a  fe- 
cond  perufal.  Yet  thefe,  con¬ 
temptible  and  few  as  they  are,  we 
may  fuppofe  to  have  been  the 
mol  popular  productions  of  the 
time,  and  the  bed  that  had  been 
exhibited  before  the  appearance  of 
Shak  fpeare. 

The  mod  ant  lent  Englifti  play¬ 
houses  ©f  which  I  have  met  any 
sect  lints,'  are  the  Curtain  in  Shore¬ 
ditch,  and  the  Theatre. 

In  tne  time  of  our  author,  there 
were  no  lefs  than  ten  theatres 
open  :  four  private  houfes,  viz. 
that  in  Black  ft  iars,  the  Cockpit  or 
Fhcenix  in  Drury  Lane,  a  theatre 
6 
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in  White  friars ,  and  one  in  Sa¬ 
lt  fury  Cou :,t ;  and  fix  that  were 
called  public  theatres,  viz.  the 
Globe ,  the  Swan,  the  Rofe,  and 
the  Hope,  on  the  Bank-Tide;  the 
Red  Bull  at  the  upper  end  of  St. 
John’s  ftreet,  and  the  Fo  tune  in 
White-crofs  flreet.  The  two  laft 
were  chiefly  frequented  by  citi¬ 
zens. 

Moll,  if  not  all  of  Shakfpeare’s 
p’ays  were  performed  either  at  tht 
Globe ,  or  at  the  theatre  in  Black- 
friars.  1  fhali  therefore  confine  my 
enquiries  chiefly  to  thefe  two.  it 
appears  that  they  both  belonged  to 
the  fame  company  of  comedians* 
viz.  his  majefly’s  fgrvants,  which 
tide  they  afiumed,  after  a  licence 
had  been  granted  to  them  by  King 
James  in  1603  ;  having  before  that 
time  been  called-'the  fervants  of  the 
lord  chamberlain. 

The  theatre  in  Black  friars  tv  as, 
as  has  been  mentioned,  a  private 
houie;  but  what  were  the  pecu¬ 
liar  and  diflinguifhing  marks  of  a 
private  play-houfe,  it  is  not  eafy 
to  afeertain.  We  know  only  that 
it  was  very  fmall ;  and  that  plays 
were  there  ufually  reprefented  by 
candle-light. 

The  Globe ,  which  was  fituated 
on  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  river 
Thames,  was  an  hexagonal  build¬ 
ing,  partly  open  to  the  weather* 
partly  covered  with  reeds.  It  was 

a  public 
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a  public  theatre,  and  of  conflder- 
able  flze  ;  and  there  they  always 
aided  by  day  light.  On  the  roof 
of  the  Globe,  and  the  other  public 
theatres,  a  pole  was  erected,  to 
which  a  flag  was  affixed.  Thefe 
dags  were  probably  difplaved  only 
during  the  hours  of  exhibition  ; 
and  it  ffiould  l'eem,  from  a  palTage 
in  one  of  the  old  comedies,  that 
they  were  taken  down  during  Lent, 
in  which  feafon  no  plays  were  pre¬ 
fen  ted. 

cfhe  Globe,  though  hexagonal  at 
theoutflde,  was  probably  a  rotun¬ 
da  within,  and  perhaps  had  its 
name  from  its  circular  form.  It 
might,  however,  have  been  deno¬ 
minated  only  from  its  fign  ;  which 
was  a  figure  of  Hercules  fupport- 
ing  the  globe.  This  theatre  was 
burni  down  in  1613  ;  bur  it  was  re¬ 
built  in  the  following  year,  and  de¬ 
corated  with  more  ornament  than 
had  been  originally  bellowed  upon 
it.  ' 

The  exhibitions  at  the  Globe 
feem  to  have  been  calculated 
chiefly  for  the  lower  clafs  of  peo¬ 
ple  ;  thofe  at  Black-friars  for  a 
more  feledt  and  judicious  audience. 
This  appears  from  the  following 
prologue  to  Shirley’s  Doubtful  Heir , 
which  is  inferted  among  his  poems, 
printed  in  16  r6,  with  this  title: 

Prologue  at  the  Globe ,  to  his  co¬ 
medy  called  the  Doubtful  Heir, 
which  fhouid  have  been  prefented 
at  the  Black-friars. 

(l  Gentlemen,  I  am  only  lent  to  fay, 

Our  author  did  not  calculate  his  play 
For  this  meridian.  The  Bank-J'uk,  he 
knows, 

Is  far  more  fkiiful  at  the  ebbs  and  flows 


Of  water  than  of  wit ;  he  diet  not  mean 
For  the  elevation  of  your  poles;  this  feene. 
No  (hews — no  dance — and  what  you  moffc 
delight  in, 

Grave  underftanders  here’s  no  target¬ 
fighting 

Upon  the  ftage;  all  work  for  cutlers 
barr’d ; 

No  bawdry,  nor  no  ballads; — this!  goes 
hard  : 

But  language  clean,  and  what  affe&s  you 
not;  / 

Without  impoffibilities  the  plot ; 

No  clown,  no  fquibs,  no  devil  in’fcv-— Ok 
now,  / 

You  fquirrels  that  want  nuts,  what  will 
you  do  ? 

Pray  do  not  crack  the  benches,  and  w« 
may 

Hereafter  fit  your  palates  with  a  play. 

But  vou  that  can  contract  yourfelves,  and 
fit,  „ 

As  you  were  now  in  the  Black-friars  pit. 
And  will  not  deaf  us  with  lewd  noife  and 
tongues, 

Becaufe  we  have  no  heart  to  break  our 
lungs, 

Will  pardon  our  vajl  ftage,  and  not  difr 
grace 

This  play,  meant  for  your  perfons,  not 
the  place.” 

The  fuperlor  difeernment  of  the 
Black-friars  audience  may  be  like- 
wife  colle&ed  from  a  pailage  in  the 
preface  prefixed  by  Heminge  and 
Condell  to  the  firft  folio  edition  of 
our  author’s  works  :  “  and  though 
you  be  a  magi  [Irate  of  ^wit,  and  lit 
on  the  llage  at  Black  friars  or  the 
Cockpit,  to  arraigne  plays  dailie* 
know  thefe  plays  have  had  their 
tryal  already,  and  ilood  out  all  ap- 
peales.” 

A  writer,  already  quoted,  in¬ 
forms  us  that  one  of  thefe  thea¬ 
tres  was  a  winter,  and  the  other  a 
fummer  houfe.  As  the  Globe  was 
partly  expofed  to  the  weather,  and 


# 


w 


The  common  people  flood  in  the  Globe  theatre,  in  that  part  of  >tbe  houf® 
..hich  we  now  call  the  pit  ;  which  being  lower  than  the  ftage,  Shirley  calls  them 
wider  danders.  In  the  private  play-houfes,  it  appears  from  the  fvibfequent  lines* 
there  -were  feats  in  the  pit. 

L  z  '  '  they 
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they  afted  there  ufually  by  day¬ 
light,  it  was  probably  the  fumoier 
theatre.  The  exhibitions  here 
feem  to  have  been  more  frequent 
than  at  Black-friars ,  at  lead  till 
the  year  1604  or  1605,  when  the 
Bank -fide  appears  to  have  become 
lefs  falhionable,  and  lefs  frequent¬ 
ed  than  it  formerly  had  been. 

Many  of  our  ancient  dramatic 
pieces  were  performed  in  the  yards 
of  carriers*  inns,  in  which,  in  the 
beginning  of  Queen  Elisabeth's 
reign,  the  comedians,  who  then 
fir  it  united  themfelves  compa¬ 
nies,  ere&ed  an  occafional  flage  *. 
The  form  of  thefe  temporary  piay- 
houfes  feems  to  be  preferved  in  our 
modern  theatre.  The  galleries  are, 
in  both,  ranged  over  each  other 
on  three  fides  of  the  building. 
The  fmall  rooms  under  the  lowed: 
of  thefe  galleries,  anfwer  to  our 
prefent  boxes ;  and  it  is  obfervable 
that  thefe,  even  in  theatres  which 
were  built  in  a  fubfequent  period 
exprefsly  for  dramatic  exhibitions, 
flill  retained  their  old  name,  and 
are  frequently  called  roans  by  cur 
ancient  writers.  The  yard  bears 
a  Sufficient  refemblance  to  the  pit, 
m  at  prefect  in  ufe.  We  may  fup- 


pofe  the  flage  to  have  been  railed 
in  this  area,  on  the  fourth  fide, 
with  its  back  to  the  gateway  of 
the  inn,  at  which  the  money  for 
admiffion  was  taken.  Thus,  in 
fine  weather,  a  plav-houfe  not 
incommodious  might  have  bee®, 
formed. 

Hence,  in  the  middle  of  the 
Glohe>  and  I  fuppofe  of  the  other 
public  theatres,  in  the  time  of 
Shakfpeare,  there  was  an  open, 
yard  or  area,  where  the  common 
people  flood  to  fee  the  exhibition  ; 
from  which  circumflance  they  are 
called  by  our  author  groundlings , 
and  by  Ben  jonfon,  “  the  under- 
Jlanding  gentlemen  of  the  ground  d* 

In  the  ancient  play-houfes  there 
appears  to  have  been  a  private 
box^  of  which  it  is  not  eafy  to 
afeertain  the  fituation.  It  feems 
to  have  been  placed  at  the  fide  of 
the  flage,  towards  the  rear,  and  to 
have  been  at  a  lower  price  ;  in  this 
fome  people  fat,  either  from  ceco- 
nomy  or  Angularity.  The  galle¬ 
ries  or  fcajfolds ,  as  they  are  fome* 
times  called,  and  that  part  of  the 
houfe,  which  in  private  theatres 
was  named  the  pit  f,  feem  to  have 
been  at  the  fame  price  j  and  pro- 


#  Fkck.no,  in  his  Short  Difmirfe  of  the  EngJifo  Stage,  puhlifhed  m  16-64,- 
fays,  fome  remains  of  thefe  ancient  theatres  were  at  that  day  to  be  feen  in  the 
inn -yards  of  the  CroJs-kejs  in  Grace-church  Street,  and  the  Bull  in  Bifhopfgate 
Street. 

In  the  feyenteen  play-houfes  erecled  between  the  years  1570  and  1629,  th®; 
continuator  of, Stowe’s  Chronicle  reckons  five  innes  or  common  ofteryes  turned 
into  play-houfes.” 

t  The  pit,  Dr.  Percy  fubpofes  to  have  received  its  name  from  one  of  the 
play-houfes  having  been  formerly  a  cock-pit.  This  account  of  the  term,  how* 
ever,  feems  to  be  fomewhat  queflionable,  The  place  where  the  feats  are  ranged 
in  St.  Mary’s  at  Cambridge,  is  If  ill  called  th  z  pit  \  and  no  one  can  fufpefl  that 
venerable  fabric  of  having  ever  been  a  cock-pit ,  or  that  the  phrafe  was  borrow¬ 
ed  uom  a  play-houfe  to  be  applied  to  a  church.  A  pit  is  a  place  low  in  its  re« 
lative  fituation, v  and  fuel*  is  the  middle  part  of-  a  theatre* 
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bably  in  houfes  of  reputation,  fuch 
as  the  Globe ,  and  that  in  Black- 
friars ,  the  price  of  admiflion  into 
thofe  parts  of  the  theatre  was  fix- 
pence,  while  in  fomc  meaner  play- 
houfes  it  was  only  a  penny,  in 
others  two-pence.  The  price  of 
admiflion  into  the  belt  rooms  or 
boxes,  was,  I  believe,  in  our  au¬ 
thor’s  time,  a  (hilling;  though  af¬ 
terwards  it  appears  to  have  rifen  to 
two  (hillings  and  half  a  crown. 

From  feveral  palfages  in  our  old 
plays  we  learn,  that  fpedators  were 
admitted  on  the  (tage,  and  that 
the  critics  and  wits  of  the  time 
ufually  fat  there.  Some  were 
placed  on  the  ground  %  ;  others  fat 
on  (tools,  of  which  the  price  was 
either  fixpence  or  a  (hilling,  ac¬ 
cording,  1  fuppofe,  to  the  com- 
modioufnefs  of  the  fituation.  And 
they  were  attended  by  pages,  who 
furnilhed  them  with  pipes  and  to¬ 
bacco,  which  was  fmoked  here  as 
well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  houfe. 
Yet  it  (hould  feem  that  perfons 
were  fuffered  to  fit  on  the  if  age 
only  in  the  private  play-houfes, 
(fuch  as  Black-friars ,  &c.)  where 
the  audience  was  more  feletl,  and 
of  a  higher  clafs  ;  and  that  in  the 
Globet  and  the  other  public  thea¬ 


H9 

tres,  no  flush  licence  was  permit¬ 
ted. 

The  ftage  was  ilrewed  with 
rulhes, which,  vve  learn  from  Hentz- 
ncr  and  Caius  de  Ephemera,  was, 
in  the  time  of  Shakfpeare,  the 
ufual  covering  of  floors  in  Eng¬ 
land.  The  curtain  which  hangs 
in  the  front  of  the  prefent  ftage, 
drawn  up  by  lines  and  pullies, 
though  not  a  modern  invention, 
(for  it  was  ufed  by  Inigo  Jones  in 
the  mafques  at  court)  was  yet  an. 
apparatus  to  which  the  Ample  me. 
chanifm  of  our  ancient  theatres  had 
not  arrived  ;  for  in  them  the  cur¬ 
tains  opened  in  the  middle,  and 
were  drawn  backwards  and  for¬ 
wards  on  an  iron  rod.  In  fome 
play  houfes  they  were  woollen,  in 
others  made  of  (ilk.  Towards 
the  rear  of  the  flage  there  appears 
to  have  been  a  balcony,  the  plat¬ 
form  of  which  was  probably  eight 
or  ten  feet  from  the  ground.  I  fup- 
pofe  it  to  have  been  fupported  by 
pillars.  From  hence,  in  many  of 
our  old  plays,  part  of  the  dialogue 
was  fpoken  ;  and  in  the  front  of 
this  balcony  curtains  likevvife  were 
hung. 

A  doubt  pas  been  entertained, 
whether  in  our  ancient  theatres 

* '  •  '  t 


Shakfpeare  himfelf'  ufes  cock-pit  to  exprefs  a  frpall  confined  fituation,  without 
any  particular  reference  • 

is  Can  this  cock-pit  hold 
<£  The  vafty  fields  of  France — or  may  we  cram, 

<c  Within  this  wooden  O,  the  very  cafques 
t(  That  did  affright  the  air  at  Ag incourt  ?” 

*  <e  Being  on  your  feet,  fneake  rot  away  like  a  coward,  but  falute  all  your 
gentle  acquaintance  that  are  fpread either  on  the  rnjhes ,  or  on  ftocles  about  you  ; 

and  draw  what  troops  you  can  from  the  ltage  after  you - ”  Decker's  Gul's 

Horn-hook ,  1609.  This  accounts  for  Hamlet’s  fitting  on  the  ground  at  Ophe¬ 
lia’s  feet,  during  .the  reprelentation  of  the  play  before  the  king  and  court  of  Den¬ 
mark.  Our  author  has  only  placed  the  young  prince  in  the  fame  fituation  in 
which  he  perhaps  often  faw  Elfex  or  Southampton  at  the  feet  of  fome  celebrated 
beauty.  What  fome  chof’e  from  ©economy,  gallantry  might  have  recommended 
to  others. 

L  3 
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there  were  fide  and  other  fcenes. 
The  queition  is  involved  in  fo 
much  obfcurity,  that  it  is  very 
difficult  to  form  any  decided  opi¬ 
nion  upon  it.  It  is  certain,  that 
in  the  year  1605,  Inigo  Jones  ex¬ 
hibited  an  entertainment  at  Ox¬ 
ford,  in  which  moveable  fcenes 
-were  ufed  #  $  but  he  appears  to  have 
introduced  feveral  pieces  of  ma¬ 
chinery  in  the  marques  at  court, 
with  which  undoubtedly  the  pub¬ 
lic  theatres  were  unacquainted. 
A  paffage  which  has  been  pro¬ 
duced  from  one  of  the  old  come¬ 
dies,  proves,  it  mu  ft  be  owned, 
that  even  thefe  were  furnifhed 
with  feme  pieces  of  machinery, 
which  were  ufed  when  it  was 
requiftte  to  exhibit  the  defeent  of 
fotne  god  or  faint  ;  but  from  all 
the  cotemporary  accounts,  I  am 
inclined  vto  believe,  that  the  me- 
chaniimicf  our  ancient  Have  fel- 
dom  went  beyond  a  painted  chair, 
or  a  trap-door,  and  that  few,  if 
any  of  them,  had  any  moveable 
icenes.  When  king  Henry  VIII. 
is  to  be  difeovered  by  the  dukes 
of  Suffolk  and  Norfolk,  reading 
in  his  fludy,  the  fcenical  direction 
in  the  hrft  folio,  1623,  (which 
was  printed!  apparently  from 
play-houfe  copies)  is,  “  The 
king  draws  the  curtains ,  [i.  e. 

draws  it  open]  and  jits  reading 
tienji<vely ;  for,  befides  the  prin¬ 


cipal  curtains  that  hung  in  the 
front  of  the  ftage,  they  ufed  others 
as  fubftitutes  for  fcenes.  If  a 
bed-chamber  is  to  be  exhibited, 
no  change  of  feene  is  mentioned  ; 
but  the  property  -  man  is  fimply 
ordered  to  thru  ft  forth  a  ted. 
When  the  faole  requires  the  Ro¬ 
man  capitol  to  be  exhibited,  we 
fin'd  two  officers  enter,  “  to  lay 
cufhions,  as  it  <zve>e  in  the  Ca¬ 
pitol  ”  So,  in  King  Prichard  II. 
aft  iv.  fc.  i.  “  Boling  broke,  &c. 
enter  as  to  the  parliament.**  A- 
gain,  in  Sir  John  QldcaJUe ,  1600, 

“  Enter  Cambridge,  Scroop,  and 
Gray,  as  in  a  chamber.’*  In  Ro¬ 
meo  and  Juliet ,  1  doubt  much  whe¬ 
ther  any  exhibition  of  Juliet’s  mo¬ 
nument  was  given  on  the  ftage.  I 
imagine  Romeo  only  opened  with 
his  mattock  one  of  the  llage  trap¬ 
doors,  (which  might  have  repre- 
fented  a  tomb-hone)  by  which  he 
defeended  to  a  vault  beneath  the 
llage,  where  Juliet  was  depofited  ; 
and  this  idea  is  countenanced  by 
a  paffage  in  the  pi  ay,  and  by  the 
poem  on  which  the  drama  was 
founded. 

How  little  the  imaginations  of 
the  audience  were  affiited  by  fceni¬ 
cal  deception,  and  how  much  ne- 
ceffity  our  author  bad  to  call  on 
them  to  “  piece  out  imperfections 
with  their  thoughts,”  may  be  alfo 
collected  from  Sir  Philip  Sidney, 

.  282.1  The  above-mentioned  art  of 


*  See  Peck’s  Memoirs  of  Milton 
Varying  the  fade  of  the  whole  ftage 

till  Augnft  1605,  at  what  time,  king  James  I.  being  to  be  entertained  at  Ox¬ 
ford,  the  heads  of  that  Univtrfity  hired  the- aforefaid  Inigo  jones  (a  great  tra¬ 
veller)  who  undertook  to  farther  them  much,  and  to  furnifh  them  with  rare 
devices  for  the  king's  entertainment.  Acco 


fdingly  he  eredted  a  ftage  clofe 
the  hrlt  fight)  at  Chrift-chtm 


to 


the  upper  end  of  the  hall,  (as  it  teemed  at  the  hr  it  light)  at  Chiift-church  ^ 
but  tr  was  indeed  but  a  faife  wall,  fair  painted  and  adorned  with  (lately  pillars, 
winch  pillars  would  turn  about.  By  reafon  whereof,  with  other  painted  clothes 3 

on  Vvednekiay,  Augv  28,  he  varied  their  ftage  three  times  in  the  afting  of  . one 
tragedy/’ 

h  ’  ~  who. 


) 
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who,  defcribing  the  flate  of  the 
drama  and  the  flage  in  his  time, 
fays,  “  Now  you  fh a 1 1  fee  three 
ladies  walk  to  gather  flowers,  and 
then  we  mull  believe  the  flage  to 
be  a  garden.  By  and  by  we  heare 
news  of  a  fhipwracke  in  the  fame 
place  ;  then  we  are  to  blame  if  we 
accept  it  not  for  a  rock.  Upon 
the  back  of  that,  comes  out  a  hi¬ 
deous  monfler  with  lire  and  fmoke  ; 
then  the  miferable  beholders  are 
bound  to  take  it  for  a  cave  ;  while 
in  the  mean  time  two  armies  fly 
in,  reprefented  with  four  fwords 
and  bucklers,  and  then  what  ha  d 
heart  will  not  receive  it  for  a 
pitched  field.” 

All  thcfe  circumflances  induce 
me  to  believe  that  our  ancient 
theatres,  i'n  general,  were  only  fur- 
niflied  with  curtains,  and  a  Angle 
fcene  compofed  of  tapeftry, ✓which 
appears  to  have  been  lbmetimes  or¬ 
namented  with  pidlures  :  and  fome 
paflages  in  our  old  dramas  incline 
one  to  think,  that  when  tragedies 
were  performed,  the  flage  was  hung 
with  black. 

In  the  early  part,  at  leaft,  of 
cur  author’s  acquaintance  with  the 
theatre,  the  wan of  icenery  feems 
to  have  been  fupplied  by  the  Am¬ 
ple  expedient  of  writing  the  names 
of  the  different  places  where  the 
Icerse  was  laid  in  the  progrefs  of 
the  play,  which  were  difpofed  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  vifibie  to 
the  audience. 

Though  the  apparatus  for  thea¬ 
tric  exhibitions  was  thus  fcanty,  and 
the  machinery  of  the  Ample  A  kind, 
the  invention  of  trap-doors  apoears 
not  to  be  modern  ;  for  in  an  old 
morality,  entitled,  All  for  Money , 
we  find  a  marginal  direction, 
which  implies  that  they  were  early 
in  ufe. 

\ 


It  appears  from  Heywood’s  Apo¬ 
logy  for  Adors ,  that  the  covering, 
or  internal  roof  of  the  ilage,  was 
anciently  termed  the  heavens.  It 
was  probably  painted  of  a  lky-blue 
colour  ;  or. perhaps  pieces'  of  dra¬ 
pery  tinged  with  blue  were  fulpend- 
ed  acrois  the  Ilage,  to  reprelent  the 
heavens. 

From  a  plate  prefixed  to  Kirk- 
man’s  Drolls ,  printed  in  1672,  in 
which  there  is  a  view  of  a  thea¬ 
trical  booth,  it  fhould  feem  that  the 
itage  was  formerly  lighted  by  two 
large  branches,  of  a  form  iimilar 
to  thofe  now  hunsr  in  churches. 

O  #  t 

They  being,  I  fuppofe,  found  in« 
commodious,  as  they  obftruded  the 
fight  of  the  fpe&ato,r$,  gave  place 
in  a  fubfequent  period  to  frnall 
circular  wooden  frames,  furnifhed 
with  candles,  eight  of  which  were 
hung  on  the  flage,  four  at  either 
fide  :  and  thefe  within  a  few  years 
were  wholly  removed  by  Mr.  Gar¬ 
rick,  who,  on  his  return  from 
France, .Aril  introduced  the  prefent 
commodious  method  of  illuminat¬ 
ing  the  flage  by  lights  not  Vifibie  to 
the  audience. 

If  all  the  players,  whole  names 
are  enumerated  in  the  iirit  folio 
edition  of  our  author’s  works, 
belonged  to  the  fame  theatre,  they 
compo  ed  a  numerous  company  ; 
but  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  all 
performed  at  the  fame  period,  or 
•in  the  fame  houfe.  Many  of  the 
companies  certainly  were  fo  thin, 
that  one  perion  played  two  or  three 
parts  ;  and  a  battle,  on  which  the 
fate  of  an  empire  was  fuppofed  to 
depend,  was  decided  by  ha.f  a  do¬ 
zen  combatants.  It  appears  to 
have  been  a  common  practice,  in 
their  mock  eng  gements,  ro  dif- 
charge  (m  ail  pieces  of  ordnance  on 
the  flage. 

L  4. 


Before 
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Before  the  exhibition  began, 
three  fiourithes  or  pieces  of  rnufie 
were  played,  or,  in  the  ancient 
language,  there  were  three  found¬ 
ings.  Mufjc  was  likewile  played 
between  the  a&s.  The  inftruments 
chiefly  ufed  were  trumpets,  cor¬ 
nets,  and  hautboys  The  band,- 
v  which  did  not  coniift  of  more  than 
five  or  fix  performers,  fat  (as  I  have 
been  told  by  a  very  ancient  ftage 
■veteran,  who  had  his  information 
from  Bowman,  the  contemporary 
of  Betterton)  in  an  upper  balco¬ 
ny,  over  what  is  now  called  the 
ftage-box. 

The  perfon  who  fpoke  the  pro¬ 
logue  was  ufhered  in  by  trumpets, 
and  ufually  wore  a  long  black  vel  ¬ 
vet  cloak,  which,  I  fuppofe,  was 
confidered  as  bell  fuiteo  to  a  fup- 
plicatory  addrefs.  Of  this  cufiom, 
whatever  might  have  been  its  ori¬ 
gin,  fome  traces  remained  till  very 
lately  ;  a  black  coat  having  been, 
if  I  miftake  not,  within  thefe  few 
years,  the  cpnflant  ftage-hab'ili- 
ment  of  cur  modern  prologue- 
fpeakers.  rJ  he  drefs  of  the, ancient 
prologue-fpeaker  is  Hill  retained 
in  the  play  that  is  exhibited  in 
Hamlet ,  before  the  king  and  court 
of  Denmark. 

An  epilogue  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  a  regular  appendage  to 
a  play  in  Shakfpeare’s  time  ;  for 
many  of  his  dramas  had  none  ; 
at  lead,  they  have  net  been  pre¬ 
served.  In  All's  W ell  that  Ends 
Well ,  the  Midfummer  ‘  Night's 
’Dream ,  As  you  like  it ,  Trains 
and  Crejfda,  and  The  Temp  eft , 
the  epilogue  is  fpoken  by  one  of 
the  perfons  of  the  drama,  and 
adapted  to  the  character  of  the 
speaker;  a  circumftance  that  I 
have  not  obferved  in  the  epilogues 
cd  any  other  author  ©f  that 
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The  epilogue  was  not  always 
fpoken  by  one  of  the  performers 
in  the  piece,  for  that  fubjoined  to 
T  he  Second  Part  of  King  Henry  IK. 
appears  to  have  been  delivered  by 
a  dancer. 

The  performers  of  male  cha¬ 
racters  generally  wore  periwigs, 
which  in  the  age  of  Shakfpeare 
were  not  in  common  ufe.  It 
appears,  from  a  paffage  in  Fatten- 
ham’s  Art  of  Englijh  Poefy,  1589, 
that  vizards  were  on  fome  occa- 
fions  ufed  by  the  aCtors  of  thofe 
days ;  and  it  may  be  inferred  from 
a  feene  in  one  of  our  author’s  co¬ 
medies,  that  they  were  fome  times 
worn  in  his  time,  by  thofe  who 
performed  female  characters.  But 
this,  I  imagine,  was  very  rare. 
Some  of  the  female  part  of  the 
audience  Jikewife  appeared  in 
mafks. 

The  flage- dreiTes,  it  is  reafonable 
to  fuppofe,  were  much  more  ccftly 
at  fome  theatres  than  others.  Yet 
the  wardrobe  of  even  the  king’s  Cer« 
vants  at  the  Globe  and  Black -friars , 
was,  we  find,  but  fcantily  furnifh- 
ed  ;  and  our  author’s  dramas  de¬ 
rived  very  little  aid  from  the  lplen- 
dcr  of  exhibition. 

It  is  well  known,  that  in  the 
time  of  Shakfpeare,  and  for 
many  years  afterwards,  female 
charaClers  were  reprefen  ted  by 
boys  or  young  men.  Sir  William 
D’Avenants  in  imitation  of  the 
foreign  theatres,  fir  ft  introduced 
females  in  the  feene,  and  Mrs. 
Betterton  is  faid  to  have  been  the 
fir  ft  woman  that  appeared  on  the 
Bnglifh  liage.  Andrew  Penny- 
cuicke  played  the  part  of  Matilda, 
in  a  tragedy  of  Davenport’s,  in 
1655  5  and  Mr.  Kynafton  aCted 
feveral  female  parts  after  the  Re¬ 
iteration.  Downes.,  a  coternpo- 

"  rary 


/ 
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rary  of  his,  allures  us,  fi  that 
being  then  very  young,  he  made 
a  complete  llage  beauty,  perform¬ 
ing  his  parts  fo  well,  (particularly 
Artbiope  and  Aglaura )  that  it  has 
fince  been  difputable  among  the 
judicious,  whether  any  woman 
that  fucceeded  him  touched  the 
audience  fo  fenfibly  as  he.” 

Both  the  prompter,  or  book- 
holder,  as  he  was  fometimes  called, 
and  the  property-man,  appear  to 
have  been  regular  appendages  of 
our  ancient  theatres. 

No  writer  that  I  have  met  with 
intimates,  that,  in  the  time  of 
Shakfpeare,  it  was  cufomary  to 
exhibit  more  than  a  fingle  dramatic 
piece  on  one  day. 

The  Yorkjhire  Tragedy ,  or  All's 
cne>  indeed,  appears  to  have  been 
one  of  four  pieces  that  were  re- 
prefented  on  the  fame  day  ;  and 
Fletcher  has  alfo  a  piece  called 
Four  Plays  in  One ;  but  probably 
thefe  were  either  exhibited  on 
fome  particular  occaiion,  or  were 
ineffectual  efforts  to  introduce  a 
new  fpecies  of  amufement ;  for 
we  do  not  find  any  other  indances 
of  the  fame  kind.  Had  any 
fhorter  pieces  been  exhibited  after 
the  principal  performance,  fome 
of  them  probably  would  have  been 
printed:  but  there  are  none  extant 
of  an  earlier  date  than  the  time  of 
the  Reftoration.  The  practice 
therefore  of  exhibiting  two  dramas 
fucceffively  in  the  fame  evening, 
we  may  be  affured,  was  not  eliab- 
lifhed  before  that  period.  But 
though  the  audiences,  in  the  time 
of  our  author,  were  not  gratified 
bv  the  reprefentation  of  more  than 
one  drama  in  the  fame  day,  the 
entertainment  was  diveriified,  and 
the  populace  diverted,  by  vaulting, 
tumbling,  flight  of  hand,  and  mor¬ 
ris-dancing:  a  mixture  not  much 


more  heterogeneous  than  that  with 
which  we  are  daily  prefented,  a 
tragedy  and  a  farce. 

The  amufements  of  our  an- 
cedors,  before  the  commencement 
of  the  play,  were  of  various  kinds. 
While  fome  part  of  the  audience 
entertained  themfelves  with  read¬ 
ing,  or  playing  at  cards,  others 
were  employed  in  lefs  refined  oc¬ 
cupations ;  in  drinking  ale,  or 
fmoking  tobacco:  with  thefe  they 
were  furnifhed  by  male  attendants, 
of  whofe  clamour  a  fatirical  writer 
of  the  time  of  James  I.  loudly 
complains. 

It  was  a  common  pra&ice  to 
carry  table-books  to  the  theatre, 
and  either  from  curiofity,  or  en¬ 
mity  to  the  author,  or  fome  other 
motive,  to  write  down  paffages  of 
the  play  that  was  reprefented : 
and  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  imperfeCt  and  mutilated  copies 
of  fome  of  Shakfpeare’s  dramas, 
which  are  yet  extant,  were  taken, 
down  in  fhort  hand  during  the 
exhibition. 

'  At  the  end  of  the  piece,  the 
aCtors,  in  noblemens5  houfes  and 
in  taverns,  where  plays  were  fre¬ 
quently  performed,  prayed  for  the 
health  and  profperity  of  their  pa¬ 
trons  ;  and  in  the  public  theatres, 
for  the  king  and  queen.  This 
prayer  fometimes  made  part  of  the 
epilogue.  Hence,  probably,  as 
Mr.  Steevens  has  obferved,  the 
addition  of  Vi<vant  rex  et  regina 
to  the  modern  play-bills. 

Plays  in  the  time  of  our  author 
began  at  one  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon  ;  and  the  exhibition  was 
ufually  fin  i  (lied  in  two  hours. 
Even  in  1667  they  commenced  at 
three  o’clock. 

When  GofTon  wrote  his  School 
of  Abufe ,  in  1579,  it  feems  that 
dramatic  entertainments  were  ufu¬ 
ally 
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ally  exhibited  on  Sundays.  After¬ 
wards  they  were  performed  on 
that  and  other  days  indifcrimi- 
rsately.  From  the  fi  fence  of 
Pryime  on  this  fubjedt,  it  has 
been  fuppofed  that  the  practice  of 
exhibiting  plays  on  the  Lord;s 
day  was  difopminued  when  he 
published  his  Hijiriomaftix ,  in  1633.; 
but  I  doubt  whether  this  conjecture 
be  well  founded,  for  it  appears, 
from  a  cot<?mporary  writer,  that 
it  had  not  been  abolifhed  in  the 
third  year  of  king  Charles  I. 

It  ha^  been  a  queftion  whether 
It  was  formerly  a  common  practice 
I©  ride  on  horfeback  to  the  play- 


houfe;  a  circumdance  that  would 
fcarcely  deferve  confideration,  if 
it  were  not  in  fome  fort  connected 
with  our  author's  hiftory,  a  plau- 
fible  liory  having  been  built  on 
this  foundation,  relative  to  his 
firil  introduction  to  the  ftage. 

I  he  modes  of  conveyance  to  the 
theatre,  anciently,  as  at  prefent, 
feem  to  have  been  various  ;  feme 
going  in  coaches,  others  on  horfe¬ 
back,  and  many  by  water.  To 
the  Globe  play-houfe  the  company 
probably  were  conveyed  by  wa¬ 
ter  ;  to  that  in  Black  friars,  the 
gentry  went  either  in  coaches  % 
or  on  horfe  back;  and  the  com- 


*  See  a  letter  from  Mr.  Garrard  to  Lord  Strafford,  dated  Jan.  9,  1-633-4.; 
Strafford's  Letters,  vol.  I.  p.  175  :  <(  Here  hath  been  an  order  of  the  lords  of 
the  council  hung  up  in  a  table  near  Paul's  and  the  Black-friar ■.  to  command 
all  that  refort  to  the  play-houfe  there,  to  fend  away  their  coaches,  and  to  dif- 
perfe  abroad  in  Paul' s- church-yard,  Carter-lane ,  the  Conduit  in  Fleet-freet ,  and 
other  places,  and  not  to  return  to  fetch  their  company,  but  they  muft  trot  a-foot 
to  find  their  coaches: — ’twas  kept  very  ftricliy  for  two  or  three  weeks,  hut  now 
I  think  it  is  difordered  again.”-—  It  fhould  however  be  remembered,  that  this 
was  written  above  forty  years  after  Shakfpeare’s  firft  acquaintance  with  the 
theatre.  Coaches,  in  the  time  of  queen  Elizabeth,  were  pofTefTed  but  by  very 
few.  They  were  not  in  ordinary  ufe  till  after  the  year  1605.  See  Stowe’s 
Annals,  p.  867.  Even  when  the  above-mentioned  order  was  made,  there  were 
no  hackney  coaches.  Thefe,  as  appears  from  another  letter  in  the  fame  col- 


lefiion,  were  eft abli Hied  a  few  months  afterwards. — “  I 


cannot  (fays  Mr. 


Garrard)  omit  to  mention  any  new  thing  that  comes  up  amongft  us,  though 
never  fo  trivial.  Here  is  one  captain  Baily,  he  hath  been  a  lea-captain,  but 
now  lives  on  the  land,  about  this  city,  where  he  tries  experiments.  He  hath 
erefted,  according  to  his  ability,  fome  jour  hackney  coaches,  put  his  men  in 
livery,  and  appointed  them  to  Hand  at  th  z  May -pole  in  the  Strand,  giving  them 
infiruftions  at  what  rates  to  carry  men  into  ieveral  pans  of  the  town ,  where  all 
day  they  may  be  had.  Other  hackney-men  feeing  this  way,  they  flocked  to 
the  lame  place,  and  perform  their  journies  at  the  fame  rate.  So  that  fome- 
times  there  is  twenty  of  them  together,  which  difperfe;  up  and  down,  that  they 
and  others  ase  to  be  had  every  where,  as  water-men  are  to  be  had  by  the  water- 
hde.  Every  body  is  much  pleafed  with  it.  For  whereas,  before,  coaches 
could  not  be  had  but  at  great  rates,  now  a  man  may  have  one  much  cheaper.” 
1.  his  letter  is  dated  April  1,  1674., — Strafford's  Letters,  vol.  I,  p.  32,7. 

A  few  months  afterwards,  hackney-chairs  were  introduced  :  “  Here  is  alfio 
another  projeft  for  carrying  people  up  and  down  in  clofe  chairs,  for  the  foie 
doing  whereof,  Sir  Sander  Duncom.be,  a  traveller,  now  a  penboper,  hath  obr 

famed  a  patent  from  the  king,  and  hath  forty  or  fifty  making  ready  for  ufe,” 
lUd,  p.  336. 
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mon  people  on  foot.  In  an  epi¬ 
gram  by  Sir  John  Davic,  the 
practice  of  riding  to  the  theatre  is 
ridiculed  as  a  piece  of  affectation 
or  vanity  ;  and  therefore  we  may 
p.efume  it  was  not  very  general. 

Though  from  the  want  of  news¬ 
papers  and  other  periodical  pub¬ 
lication.^  intelligence  was  not  fo 
fpeedily  circulated  in  former  times 
as  at  prefent,  our  ancient  theatres 
do  not  appear  to  have  laboured 
under  any  difadvantage  in  this  re- 
fpeCt  ;  for  the  players  printed  and 
expofed  accounts  of  the  pieces  that 
they  intended  to  exhibit,  which, 
however,  did  not  contain  a  com¬ 
plete  lift  of  the  characters,  or  the 
names  of  the  aCtors  by  whom  they 
were  reprefented  *. 

The  long  and  whimfical  titles 
that  are  prefixed  to  the  quarto 
copies  of  our  author’s  plays,  I 
fuppofe  to  have  been  tranfcribed 
from  the  play- bills  of  the  time. 
They  were  equally  calculated  to 
attraCi  the  notice  of  the  idle  gazer 
in  the  walks  at  St.  Paul’s,  or  to 
draw  a  crowd  about  fome  voci¬ 
ferous  Autolycus,  who  perhaps 
was  hired  by  the  players  ihus  to 
raife  the  expectations  of  the  mul¬ 
titude.  It  is  indeed  highly  im¬ 
probable  that  the  modelt  Shak- 
fpeare,  who  has  more  than  once 
apologized  for  his  untutored  lines > 
ftiould  in  his  manufcripts  haye 
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entitled  any  of  his  dramas  ntojl 
excellent  and  pleafant  performances, 
A  contemporary  writer  has  pre- 
ferved  fomething  like  a  play-bill 
of  ti.ofe  days,  which  feems  to 
corroborate  this  obfervation  ;  for 
if  it  were  divefted  of  rhime,  it 
would  bear  no  very  diftant  re- 
femblance  to  the  title-pages  that 
ftand  before  fome  of  our  author’s 
dramas  : 

£< - - — Prithee,  what’s  the  play  ? 

(The  firft  1  vifited  this  twelvemonth  day) 
They  fay — “  A  new  invented  boy  of  Purle9 
That  jeoparded  his  necke  to  fteale  a  girl 
Of  twelve  5  and  lying  faft  impounded  fork. 
Has  hither  fent  his  bearde  to  a£t  his  part  j 
Again  ft  all  tnofe  in  open  malice  bent. 

That  would  not  freely  to  the  theft  confer)  ts 
Faines  ail  to’s  with,  and  in  the  epilogue 
Goes  out  applauded  for  a  famous — rogue.’9 
“  — Now  hang  me  if  I  did  not  look  at  firft. 
For  fome  fuch  ftuff,  by  the  fond  people’s 
thruft.v 

It  is  uncertain  at  what  time  the 
ufage  of  giving  authors  a  benefit 
on  the  third  day  of  the  exhibition 
of  their  piece  commenced.  Mr. 
Oldys,  in  one  of  his  manufcripts, 
intimates  that  dramatic  poets  had 
anciently  their  benefit  on  the  firft 
day  that  a.  new  play  was  repre¬ 
fen  ted  ;  a  regulation  which  would 
have  been  very  favourable  to  fome 
of  the  ephemeral  productions  of 
modern  times.  But  for  this  there 
is  not,  I  believe,  any  fufticient 
authority.  From  D’Avenant,  in- 


*  This  praflice  did  not  commence  till  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century, 
I  have  feen  a  play-bill,  printed  in  the  year  1697,  which  expreffed  only  the  titles 
of  the  two  pieces  that  were  to  be  exhibited,  and  the  time  when  they  were  to  be 
reprefented.  Notices  of  plays  to  be  performed  on  a  future  day,  fimilarto  thole 
now  daily  publilhed,  are  found  in  the  original  edition  of  the  Spectators  in  tyn. 
In  thefe  early  theatrical  advertifements,  our  author  is  always  ftyled  the  immortal 
£>hak(peare.  Hence  Pope : 

iC  Shakfpeare,  whom  you  and  every  play-boufe  bill 
■f  Style  th z  divine,  the  matchlefs,  what  you  will— — — ” 

deed? 


f 


tS6  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780, 


cleed,  we  learn,  that  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  reign  of  queen  Eli¬ 
zabeth,  the  poet  had  his  benefit 
©n  the  fecond  day.  As  it  was  a 
general  practice,  in  the  time  of 
Shakfpeare,  to  fell  the  copy  of 
She  play  to  the  theatre,  I  imagine, 
in  fuch  cafes,  an  author  derived 
no  other  advantage  from  his  piece, 
than  what  arofe  from  the  fate  of 
it.  Sometimes,  how-evpi,  he  found 
it  more  beneficial  to  retain  the 
copy-right  in  his  own  hands  ;  and 
when  he  did  fo,  X  fuppofe  he  had 
a  benefit.  It  is  certain  that  the 
giving  authors  the  profits  of  the 
third  exhibition  of  their  play, 
which  feems  to  have  been  the  ufual 
mode  during  almoft  the  whole  of 
the  Xa.fi  century,  was  an  efiablilh- 
ed  cuftom  in  the  year  1612  ;  for 
jDecker,  in  the  prologue  to  one  of 
bis  comedies,  printed  in  that  year, 
f peaks  of  the  poet’s  third  day.  The 
unfortunate  Otway  had  no  more 
than  one  benefit  on  the  produflicn 
©f  a  new  play;  and  this  too,  it 
feems,  he  was  fometimes  forced 
to  mortgage  before  the  piece  was 
a  fled. 

Sou  theme  was  the  firfi:  drama¬ 
tic  writer  who  obtained  the  emo¬ 
luments  arifing  from  two  repre- 
fentatiohs  ;  and  to  Farquhar,  in 
the  year  1700,  the  benefit  of  a 
third  was  granted.  To  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  Mr.  Addifon,  it  fhould  be 
remembered,  that  he  firfi:  difcon- 
tinued  the  ancient,  but  humi¬ 
liating,  practice  of  diilributing 
ticket^,  and  foliciting  company  to 
attend  at  the  theatre,  on  the  poet’s 
nights. 

When  an  author  fold  his  piece 
to  the  fharers  or  proprietors  of  a 
theatre,  it  remained  for  feveral 
years  itnpublifhed  5  but*  when 


that  was  not  the  cafe,  he  prmte4 
it  for  fale,  to  which  many  feem  to 
have  been  induced,  from  an  ap- 
prehenfion  that  amimperfeft  copy 
might  be  iftbed  from  the  prefs 
without  their  confent.  The  cuf- 
tomary  price  of  the  copy  of  a  play, 
in  the  time  of  Shakfpeare,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  twenty  nobles* 
or  fix  pounds  thirteen  {hillings 
and  four  pence.  The  play  when 
printed  was  fold  for  fix-pence ;  and 
the  ufual  prelent  from  a  patron, 
in  return  for  a  dedication,  was  for¬ 
ty  {hillings. 

On  the  firfi:  day  of  exhibiting 
a  new  play,  the  prices  of  ad- 
million  appear  to  have  been  railed  j 
and  this  feems  to  have  been  occa- 
fionally  pradlifed  on  the  benefit- 
nights  of  authors,  to  the  end  of 
the  laft  century. 

Dramatic  poets  in  thofe  times, 
as  at  prefent,  ,were  admitted  gra¬ 
tis  into  the  threatre. 

The  cuftom  of  palling  a  final 
cenfure  on  plays  at  their  firfi:  ex¬ 
hibition,  is  as  ancient  as  the  time 
of  our  author;  for  no  lefs  than 
three  plays  of  his  rival,  Ben  jon- 
fon,  appear  to  have  been  damned  % 
and  Fletcher’s  Faithful Shepherdefs , 
and  F'he  Knight  of  the  Burning 
Fefile ,  written  by  him  and  Beau¬ 
mont,  underwent  the  fame  fate. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  afcertain  what 
* 

were  the  emoluments  of  a  fucceiT- 
ful  after  in  the  time  of  Shak« 
fpeare.  They  had  not  then  an¬ 
nual  benefits,  as  at  prefent.  The 
performers  at  each  theatre  feem  to 
have  {hared  the  profits  arifing 
either  from  each  day’s  exhibition, 
or  from  the  whole  feafon,  among 
them.  I  think  it  is  not  unlikely, 
that  the  clear  emoluments  of  the 
theatre,  after  deducting  whatever 

-was 
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was  appropriated  to  the  proprietors 
of  the  houfe,  were  divided  into 
one  hundred  parts,  of  which  the 
adors  had  various  lhares,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  rank  and  merit.  From 
Ben  jonfon’s  Poetajier,  we  learn, 
that  one  of  either  the  performers 
or  proprietors  had  feven  lhares  and 
a  half ;  hut  of 
is  not  mentioned 


what  integral  fum 
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Oh  the  Origin  of  the  Englifh  Lan¬ 
guage*  By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Drake. 
Archasol.  Vol.  V. 

MR.  Whitaker,  in  his  Hiftory 
of  Mancheller,  having  con¬ 
troverted  the  opinion  of  thofe  who 
affirm  the  Englifh  language  to  be 
genuine  and  unmixed  Teutonic, 
and  having  afferted  it  to  be  of 
Celtic  origin,  a  learned  and  in¬ 
genious  advqcate  for  the  former 
opinion,  has  endeavoured  in  the 
following  memoir  to  fupport  it  by 
an  appeal  to  the  fenfes  of  his 
readers. 

As  all  conjedural  reafoning, 
fays  Mr.  Drake,  mull  be  vague 
and  undecilive  upon  this  fubjed, 
the  moft  folid  and  rational  mode 
of  determining  the  queftion  will 
be  to  have  recourfe  to  matter  of 
fad.  For  this  purpofe  1  lhall  take 
a  part  of  a  chapter  in  Ulphilas’s 
Gothic  verfion  of  the  gofpel,  a 
work  executed  above  fourteen 
hundred  years  ago,  and  confront 
it  with  the  fame  chapter  of  our 
prefent  tranfiarion,  and  1  believe, 
Sir,  you  will  be  amazed  at  the 
Friking  affinity  between  the  two 
languages,  notwithftanding  the 
different  mediums  through  which 
they  have  defeended,  and  the 
jnany  ages  that  have  eiapfed  fines 


they  have  been  feparated.  I  fhail 
make  ufe  of  the  tenth  chapter  of 
St.  John,  though  any  ether  would 
equally  anfwer  the  purpofe. 

The  original  Gothic  of  the  Frff 
verfe  is  this : 

Amen  amen  qvoitha  izswis  fa  ni 
atgangith  in  thairh  daur  in  garden 
la?nbe>  ak  jieigith  alathro  fa  ijl 
hliftus .  Now  that  you  may  have 
3  clearer  view  of  the  connedion  f 
am  endeavouring  to  prove,  I  will 
render  this  verfe  verbatim  into  the 
prefent  Englifh.  Amen  amen  verily 
verily  qivitha  I  fay  izvois  to  you. 
fa  he  that  ni  atgangith  in  enteretk 
not  thairh  daur  through  or  by  the 
door  ak  but  feigith  dimbeth  up 
alathro  fome  other  way  fa  he  ifi  is 
hliftus  a  thief.  I  will  now  feparate 
the  words  from  the  context,  and, 
by  an  accurate  examination  of 
each  particular  one,  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  that,  notwithkanding  tfee 
variations  of  orthography  and 
pronunciation  which  neceffarily 
mull  be  in  the  two  tongues,  it 
will  appear  very  vifibly  that  die 
one  is  the  genuine  produdion  of 
the  other,  ffwitha  1  fay,  Thofe 
who  recoiled  the  old  word  Quoth 
will  eafily  perceive  that  it  is  the 
impeded  tenfe  of  this  verb  quithan 
dicere.  Izvuis,  the  Somerfet  dia¬ 
led  for  you.  What  connedion 
this  izvjis,  to  you ,  had  with  our 
ancient  language,  may  be  feen 
from  this  fentence  of  a  letter 
written  to  K.  Henry  the  Vth  by 
the  Earl  of  Salifbury  :  “  We  were 
“  afore  diverfe  places,  what  time 
“  it  liketh  zovj  to  fette  on  them, 
<(  they  be  not  able  to  hold  ajenffi 
“  zoav  no  while.”  In  the  lame 
letter  your  is  written  zoury  which  is 
very  little  different  from  the  Go¬ 
thic  izvjar  velter.  Atgangith  in  t 
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this  expreffion  for  entereth  muft  be 
familiar  to  an  Englifh  ear,  elpe- 
cially  to  thofe  who  are  converlant 
with  the  northern  fpeech.  The 
peafants  in  Yorkfhire,  particularly 
in  the  V\  ell  Riding,  app5y  the 
verb  to  gang  in  general  lor  to  go. 
It  was  the  common  language  of 
our  ancient  poets,  and  johnfon 
has  inferted  it  in  his  dictionary  as 
fynonimous  with  to  go,  from  which 
many  nouns  are  apparently  de¬ 
rived,  as  a  gang  fignifying  a  num¬ 
ber  herding  together,  that  go, 
metaphorically  fpeaking,  the  fame 
way  ;  gangweek,  rogation  week, 
and  the  gangway  in  a  (hip.  Thairu 
daur  for  through  the  door  is  too 
obvious  a  refemblance  to  take  no¬ 
tice  of.'  In  garden  lambe .  In  the 
iheepfold.  This  is  a  compound 
word,  the  latter  part  of  it,  lambe} 
requires  no  explication  ;  the  for¬ 
mer,  gardan ,  may  appear  at  firft 
fight  foreign  to  us,  but  it  really  is 
not  fo,  but  naturally  inherent  both 
in  the  Saxon  and  Englifh  lan¬ 
guages.  Card  in  its  primary  iig- 
xiifscation  denoted  a  houfe,  as,  Ni 
fareith  us  gar  da  in  gard ,  Go  not 
from  houie  to  houfe  ;  but  was 
transferred  from  this  original 
meaning  to  exprefs  an  inclofure  of 
any  kind,  Jepem  vel  munimentum 
claudens  aliquid ;  hence  the  Goths 
faid,  aurtigard  hortus  ;  whence  the 
Saxons  had  their  ortgearde ,  and  vye 
our  orchard.  And  it  is  obfervable 
in  this  inftance,  that  all'  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  tongues  that  have  the  lead 
mixture  of  Gothifm  in  them,  have 
In  general  interpreted  the  Latin 
hortus  with  words  originating  from 
this  gard :  as  French,  "Jar din  ; 
Italian,  Giardino ;  Spanifh,  Gar- 
din  ;  German,  Gar  do  ;  Dan:  ill. 
Guard ;  Dutch,  Gaerde  ;  Englifh, 


Garden .  Another  noun  the  Goths 
have  formed  in  compofition  with 
gard  is  vveingard,  fignifying  an  in¬ 
clofure  of  vines,  from  which  the 
Saxon  and  our  vineyard  is  made. 
Perhaps  it  may  not  be  impertinent 
in  this  place  to  advife  the  gentle¬ 
men  who  are  engaged  in  the  vine¬ 
yard  controverfy,  as  fome  of  their 
arguments  feem  drawn  from  the 
force  and  origin  of  the  term  vine¬ 
yard  and  others  relative  to  it,  not 
to  ftop  their  enquiries  at  the  Sax¬ 
on,  but  to  apply  to  the  fountain’s 
head,  the  Goths,  for  their  in¬ 
formation— Antiquos  accedere  fon- 
tes— They  will  there  be  fupplied 
with  not  only  > weingard ,  but  alfo 
njjeintriu  a  vine,  cw-einabafge  grapes* 
woeinatains  a  vine  branch,  and  others. 
We  are  told  by  the  Hanoverian 
Knitted  who  publifhed  a  fragment 
of  Gothic  literature,  lately  found 
in  that  country,  that  Bufbequius, 
who  vifited  the  lefTer  Tartary,  the 
early  refidence  of  the  Goths,  found 
there  an  infinite  number  of  words 
and  phrafes  of  Gothic  birth,  and 
among  the  reft  this  vveingard  pure 
and  un  ad  altered.  However,  to 
put  an  end  to  this  term,  if  the 
Supporters  of  the  Celtic  fyftem 
deny  the  refemblance  here,  we  are 
at  liberty  to  introduce  the  Saxon 
Jceape  falde ,  equally  Teutonic,  the 
root  indifputably  of  our  fheepfold. 
But  I  forgot  to  mention,  that  I  am 
apprehenlive  the  learned  Mr.  Bar¬ 
rington,  in  his  anfwer  to  Mr, 
Pegge  about  the  Englifh  vineyards* 
has  made  a  miftake  as  to  matter 
of  fact.  “  There  is  great  reafon,,s 
fays  that  gentleman,  “  to  think 
te  that  the  Saxons  had  no  term 
for  a  grape,  or  the  fruit  of  the 
vine  ;  for  that  paftage  in  St. 
“  Matthew*  Do  men  gather  grapes 
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T<  of  thorns  ?  runs  thus  in  the 
“  Saxon  verfion,  cuitbes  ut  fom- 
“  nigas  of  tbornum  unjas.  It  Teems 
evident,”  concludes  he,  <e  that 
“  the  tranflator  had  no  Saxon 
“  word  for  the  fruit  of  the  vine, 
t(  othervvife  he  would  not  have 
“  ufed  the  Latin  term  uwas” 
Now  it  unfortunately  happens, 
that  in  the  Saxon  tranflation  of  the 
gofpel  that  is  now  open  before  me, 
not  the  Latin  but  the  Saxon  noun 
is  made  ufe  of  in  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  place  :  cnuyf  tbu  gaderatb 
man  nvinberian  of  tbornum  ;  where 
you  will  obferve,  that  nuinberian  is 
the  Saxon  word  for  grapes  or  the 
fruit  of  the  vine  *  ;  and  this  term 
occurs  repeatedly  in  the  verfion  of 
the  Heptateuch.  When  Mofes 
fent  out  the  fpies  to  examine  the 
land  of  Canaan,  we  are  told  in 
©ur  bible,  that  the  time  was  the 
time  of  the  fird  ripe  grapes;  and 
in  the  Saxon  tranflation  hit  was  tha 
tima  that  nvinberian  ripodon .  This 
vvord  number  ian  or  grapes  fee  ms  to 
be  perfe&ly  agreeable  to  the  ge¬ 
nius  of  the  language,  for  berries 
in  compound  exprefs  the  fruit  of 
many  of  our  trees  and  fhrubs  in 
our  prefent  fpeech,  as  mulberries, 
rafoerries,  drawberries,  black  ber¬ 
ries,  goofeberries;  and  inYorkfhire, 
where  more  genuine  Saxon  is  re¬ 
tained  than  in  any  other  part  of 
England,  they  in  general  fay  cur- 
rantberries.  Steigeth  climbeth  up, 
may  alfo  with  fome  attention  be 
traced  in  our  language.  John  foil 
has  the  verb  to  Jly ,  which  he  in¬ 
terprets  to  foar  or  afcend  ;  hence 


the  fubftantive  file  explained  as  a 
fet  of  heps  to  pafs  from  one  in- 
clofure  to  another;  and  in  the 
north  of  England,  the  common, 
appellation  for  a  ladder,  among 
the  lower  fort  of  people  is,  a  fee ; 
all  derivative  from  the  Gothick 
feigan. 

Alothre.  We  can  difeern  our 
other  in  this  word. 

If  hltfiiis ,  is  a  thief.  However 
unconnected  with  the  Englilh  hlif- 
tuf  may  appear,  yet  an  accurate 
obferver  may  find  it  lurking  in  a 
compound.  Shoplifting,  a  prac¬ 
tice  pretty  prevalent  in  this  town* 
is  undoubtedly  deducible  from  it; 
and  I  remember  that  a  very  fen- 
fible  gentleman,  who  had  been 
fome  time  in  Scotland,  informed 
me,  that  he  heard  a  man  arraign¬ 
ed  in  a  court  of  julllce  in  that 
kingdom  for  the  crime  of  cow' lift¬ 
ing,  which  he  found  upon  the  trial 
to  mean  the  Healing  of  a  cow. 

I  mud  beg  leave  to  take  notice, 
that  the  Gothick  hliftus  is  the 
Greek  KAETrln?,  the  afpirate  being 
adumed  indead  cf  the  K.  This 
analogy  is  obfervable  in  our  mo¬ 
dern  Englifh,  as  hollonu  is  made 
from  K otAos,  and  hede  for  K qhq, 
and  we  have  many  other  indances 
of  the  fame  nature.  The  refem- 
blance  indeed  between  the  Gothick 
and  the  Greek,  is  fo  linking  and 
remarkable,  that  many  learned 
men  have  judged  them  to  be  only 
different  dialects  of  the  fame  radi¬ 
cal  tongue.  Thefe  are'  the  fenti- 
rnents  of  that  great  matter  of  Nor-' 
them  literature  Francifcus  Junius ; 


*  The  padage  however  >s  accu  ate'y  referred  to,  and  to  be  found,  in  Dr. 
Hickes’s  Anglo-Saxon  grammar,  p.  92,  wh  te  unjas  is  ufed  for  grapes,  though 
the  word  may  be  rendered  nuinberian  in  the  printed  vei  lion  of  the  Anglo-Saxon 
gofpel,  which  is  not  cited  in  the  Aichseologia,  vol.  iii.  p. 
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ee  Linguara  Gothicam,”  fays  he, 
*f  (ut  quae  Tola  diale&o  difterat  a 
es  Graeca  vetere)  ab  eadem  ori- 
**  gine  cum  Graeca  profl  oxide  ju- 
te  dicabam.”  And  Dr.  Hickes 
tells  us,  that  “  Gothica  lingua  in 
*(  multis  locis  Greci^^at.5,  1  o 
which  opinion,  I  confefs,  I  am 
much  inclined  to  accede,  as  it  Teems 
the  only  rational  way  to  account 
for  that  variety  of  Greek  idioms 
and  terms  that  are  To  plentifully 
interfperfed  in  our  language. 

But  to  proceed  to  the  fecond 
verfe : 

Sa  inngangands  tbairh  daur9  hair- 
dels  eft  lam  be. 

Sa  he  that  ingangand  entereth 
in  thauru  daur  through  or  by  the 
door  ift  is  hairdeis  the  fhepherd 
lambe  of  the  Theep. 

The  only  word  not  noticed  in  the 
preceding  verfe  is  hairdeis ,  which 
the  Saxons  call  fceapa  hyrde,  and 
we  fhepherd.  Perhaps  it  is  unne- 
cefTary  to  inform  you  that  hairdeis , 
joined  with  Tome  particular  fpeci.es 
of  cattle,  denotes  the  perfon  that 
has  the  management  of  them  in  our 
prefen t  Englifh,  as  fhepherd,  fwine- 
herd,  goatfherd,  neatherd. 

The  third  verfe  runs  thus  : 

F  hamm  daur  awards  unlukith  , j ah 
tho  lamb  a  ftibna  is  haufgand3  jah 
tho  lamba  haitith  bi  namin . 

Thamm  to  him  daurawards  the 
porter  unlukith  openeth,  jah  and 
tho  lambe  the  fheep  haufgand  hear 
is  ftibna  his  voice,  jah  and  haitith 
he  calleth  lambe  the  fheep  bi  namin 
by  name. 

The  drft  word  that  occurs  here 
is  daurawards ,  which  being  of  the 
composite  kind  fignifies  oftiariu  or 
doorkeeper.  The  Saxons  call  him 
greatewearde ,  but  we  have  adopted 
a  French  term  porter*  Wards  is 


formed  from  the  Gothick  verb 
wardan  guftodire ,  which  fupplies 
us  with  many  terms  derivative 
from  it  ;  as  to  ward,  a  ward, 
warden  of  a  college  or  cinque  ports, 
a  warder  of  the  tower,  wardfhip, 
and  many  others.  Unlukith  open¬ 
eth,  certainly  puts  us  in  mind  of 
unlockedi,  from  which  it  is  de¬ 
rived.  As  for  haufgand ,  audiunt , 
I  lhair!  not  venture  to  deduce  t# 
hear  from  it,  fhall  therefore  take 
the  Saxon  hyrath  inftead  of  it, 
which  is  equally  Teutonick,  Stibna 
voice,  from  which  the  Saxons 
made  ftefne ,  is  at  prefent  quite  ob» 
folete,  but  fome  centuries  ago  it 
prevailed  very  genera],  as  our  old 
ballads  will  bear  witnefs,  which 
feem  to  have  had  no  other  word 
for  voice  than  ftevin,  and  it  was 
even  ufed  fo  low  as  Spenfer.  From 
haitan ,  nsccare  vel  appellare,  we  per¬ 
ceive  our  old  Englifh  word  hight , 
named  or  called.  Bi  namin  and 
by  name  correfpond  fo  exactly,  that 
one  is  amazed  that  the  fpace  of 
fourteen  hundred  years  Oiould 
make  fo  fmali  an  alteration  in  a 
language. 

The  fourth  verfe  is  this: 

F aura  im  gqngith  jah  tho  latnha 
ina  laiftgandy  unte  kunnum  ftebna  is. 
Gangith  he  goeth  faura  im  before 
them  jah  and  tho  lamba  the  Bleep 
laiftgand  follow  ina  him,  unte  for 
kunnum  they  know  is  ftebna  his 
voice.  As  to  laiftgand  they  follow, 

I  mull  acknowledge,  1  can  trace 
no  veflige  relative  to  it  in  our  lan¬ 
guage.  The  Saxon,  however,  fur- 
niBjes  us  with  fyliyeath  from  whence 
our  follow.  Kunnan,  fcire,  appears 
in  various  in  fiances,  as  to  kennf  to 
know,  and  many  nouns  dependent 
upon  thbfe  verbs. 

Verfe  5th,  Framathganani  laift- 

gandp 
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gand,  ak  fluihand  faura  imma>  unte 
ni  k unnun  framathgane  Jiibna .  A7 
laifegand  they  will  not  follow  fra- 
mathgana  a  Granger,  ak  but  fiui- 
hand  will  flee  faura  irnrna  from  or 
before  him,  unte  for  ni  kunnan  they 
know  not  fibna  the  voice  framath - 
gana  of  ftrangers.  The  firll  claufe 
of  this  verfe,  it  mull  be  confefled, 
is  perfectly  unintelligible  to  an 
Englifli  ear,  but  the  Saxon  is  not 
io  ;  ne  fyliyeath  they  will  not  follow 
uncutbum  the  unknown  or  ftranger. 
Uncouth  is  an  Englifli  word,  and  in 
its  primary  acceptation  flgnified 
unknown  ;  the  prefent  ule  how¬ 
ever  has  made  it  fomewhat  deviate 
from  that  fenfe.  Milton  has  given 
it  its  original  meaning,  when  Ra¬ 
phael  gives  Adam  the  reafon  why 
he  was  abfent  at  the  time  of  his 
creation. 

For  I  that  day  was  abfent,  as  befe!, 

Bound  on  a  voyage  uncouth  and  obfcure, 

Far  on  excursion  towards  the  gates  of  hell. 

The  radix,  however,  of  this 
word  is  difcernable  in  the  Gothick, 
for  in  a  chapter  or  two  beyond 
this  we  meet  with  kuntba  I  have 
known,  and  by  prefixing  the  ne¬ 
gative  particle  un  which  prevailed 
much  among  the  Goths,  as  un bai- 
rans,  barren,  ««barnas,  childlefs, 
we  form  the  compound  un kuntha. 
Sax.  a^coutha,  Eng.  «»eouth  and 
a#known. 

But  to  go  on  with  the  next 
verfe  : 

\ Than  qnvatb  aftra  du  im  j aijus. 
Amen  Amen  qnuitha  iznvis,  that  a  ik 
am  daur  lambe .  H ban  there  'J aijus 
jefus  qnjoath  fay’d  du  im  to  them 
aftra  again  or  after,  amen  amen 
verily  verily  quitha  I  fay  izaxris  to 
you,  that  a  that  ik  am  I  am  daur 
t  hedoor  lambe  of  the  ihsep. 
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Here  is  nothing  not*  taken  no¬ 
tice  of,  fo  lhall  proceed  to  the 
next  : 

Allai  fwa  magnagai  fa  qnxemun 
thiubos  Jind ,  ak  ni  haufdedun  im  tho 
latnba .  Allai  fwa  managai  fwa  all 
the  many  that  qnwemun  came  fend. 
are  thiubos  thiefs,  ak  but  tho  lamba 
the  Iheep  ni  haufidenun  did  not  hear 
im  themr.  ’ 
f  Allai ,  our  all. 

Managai ,  the  root  of  this  word 
is  managy  which  by  foftning  the  g 
in  the  pronunciation,  becomes  the 
Englifli  ?nany . 

bfewemun,  venire  Sax.  cuman . 
Eng.  to  come. 

Thiubs  hence  the  Saxon  theofa 
and  our  thief.  We  mull  remember 
that  this  word  is  fynonymous  with 

hi  ft  us. 

But  to  the  next  verfe : 

fhiubs  the  thief  ni  qvoimith  com- 
eth  not  nibai  but  for  fiilai  to  fleal 
jah  and  fnithai  to  kill y'«a£and  fra- 
vifegai  to  deflroy.  Ik  quo  am  lam 
come  ei  that  aigeina  they  might 
have  l i bain  life. 

Nibai  is  rot  Englifli,  the  Saxons 
have  butan  from  whence  our  but 2 
except. 

Sti/ai ,  the  dulled  fight  may  per¬ 
ceive  the  origin  of  to  feeal . 

Suit  ha  is  the  Saxon  fnidan  or 
fnithan ,  and  the  German  fniden 
fcind ere ;  and  we  have  yet  a  glimpfe 
of  it  among  us.  Littleton  in  his 
dictionary  mentions  fnithe ,  which 
he  interprets  vefttus  pergelidus,  and 
which  we  may  properly  call  a  cut¬ 
ting  wind  :  the  accurate  Ainfworth, 
has  copied  it  from  him,  but  John- 
fon  has  taken  no  notice  of  it.  The 
Saxon  verfion  makes  ufe  of  Jlea , 
from  which  our  flay. 

Fravifegai ,  no  remains  of  this 
obfervable  in  Englifli.  The  Saxon 
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fays  fordo  to  defiroy.  Our  Shak- 
fpeare  ufes  it  in  the  fame  fenfe. 

Thus  in  Hamlet, 

Th  is  is  the  very  extalie  of  iove, 

Whofe  violent  property  fordoes  itfelf. 

Lib  a,  from  which  the  Saxon  lif 
and  our  life. 

s  dig  an,  habere ,  a  Gothick  noun 
from  this  verb  aihn,  is  explained 
pediliaris  &  propria  pojfejfio  ;  hence 
the  Englifh  onvn. 

The  fucceeding  verfe  is  very  re¬ 
markably  Englifh  : 

Ik  am  lam  god  hair  dels  the  good 
fhepherd,  fa  god  hairdeis  the  good 
fhepherd  lagith  layeth  down  fai- 
nvala  his  life  or  foul  faura  lamba 
for  the  iheep. 

I  lhall  only  obferve,  that  Ul- 
philas  has  more  accurately  turned 
the  Greek  rr'\Pirlcn.  Ajv  4 /Vx^v  by 
iagith  faiivala  than  has  been  done 
by  the  Englifh  tranfiators* 

The  twelfth  v£rfe : 

Afneis  an  hireling  faiquith  feeth 
ntiitlf  the  wolf  quintandan  coming, 
pah  and  lei  t  hit  h  leaveth  thaim  lamb  am 
the  iheep ,jah  and  flint h  fieeth. 

It  is  in  vain  that  we  hunt  for 
any  'appearance  of  afneis ,  mercena- 
rius ,  in  our  tongue.  The  Saxons 
adopt  hyrelinge  for  the  fame  figoili- 
cation,  and  we  hireling.  Leithith 
is  eafily  melted  down  to  leaveth,  fo 
is  fiiuth  into  fieeth .  As  to  nvulf  it 
fpeaks  for  itfelf. 

The  thirteenth : 

8a  afneis  the  hireling  fiiuth  fieeth 
unte  becaufe  ifi  he  is  afneis  an  hire- 
ling,jab  and  ni  ifi  kar  there  is  no 
care  imma  to  him  lambe  of  the 
iheep. 

Ni  ifi  kar  imma  lambe  is  very  in¬ 
telligible  indeed. 

The  fourteenth  verfe 

Ik  im  i  am  go  da  hairdeis  the 


good  fhepherd  jah  and  kann  know 
meina  mine,  jah  and  meina  mine 
kunnen  know  mik  me. 

The  fifteenth  : 

S*wa  as  (fo)  atta  the  father  kann 
knoweth  mik  me,  jah  and  ik  kann  I 
know  attan  the  father,  jah  and  laga 
1  lay  down  meina  jaiivala  my  life 
faura  tho  lamba  for  the  iheep. 

Here  is  nothing  to  be  particu¬ 
larly  obferved  except  the  word 
attan  the  father.  From  what 
fource  the  Goths  drew  it  the  fharp- 
eft  inveftigators  of  languages  have 
not  been  able  as  yet  to  difcover  $ 
for  that  people  have  neither  com¬ 
municated  it  to  the  Saxons' or  to 
any  of  their  various  dependents  ; 
however  we  mult  take  notice,  that 
though  a,tta  is  regularly  made  ufe 
of  when  a  father  folely  is  denoted* 
yet  when  parents  are  intended, 
UlphilasJ5  verfion  always  fubfti- 
tutes  fadrein,  the  radix  indifput- 
ably  of  the  Saxon  feeder  and  our 
father . 

To  this  fpecimen  let  me  add, 
that  every  eircnmfiance  that  coniti- 
tutes  the  true  genius  of  a  language* 
is  vifibly  derived  to  the  Englifh 
from  the  Goths  and  Saxons,  The 
articles,  flexion  of  the  genitive  cafe, 
prepofitions,  and  auxiliary  verbs 
are  all  abfolutely  Teutonick.  If 
the  Goths  fay  ik  am,  thu  ivas,  thu 
magaifi ,  thu  maightes ,  thu  Jkuldais , 
thu  mofiais,  ik  Jkal  j  the  Englifh  in 
the  fame  mode  of  fpeaking  repeat 
after  them,  I  am,  thou  nvas,  thou 
may  ft,  thou  mights ,  thoti  Jhouldft ,  thou 
mufi,  I  jhall. 

I  have  now.  Sir,  finifhed  what  I 
had  to  fay  upon  the  comparifon  of 
the  two  languages  the  Gothick  and 
the  Englifh,  and,  I  think,  a  man 
mufi  be  little  fagacious  in  difiin- 
guifhing  likenefies  who  does  nos 

difeoyejr 
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difcover  that  the  one  is  the  natural  fbe  following  Article  is  taken  from 
defcendant  of  the  other;  their  the  Appendix  to  Martin’s  Hifiory 
complexions,  their  manners,  their  of  Thetfofd. 
features,  are  exa&ly  fimilar,  and  I 

challenge  the  deeped  enquirer  into  TT  is  copied  from  an  original  re- 
the  Celtick  to  produce  fo  decihve  a  X  cord  in  that  borough,  when 
proof  of  any  affinity  of  that  tongue  John  le  Forreiter  was  mayor  in 

the  tenth  year  of  Edvvird  ill. 
A.  1336.  It  is  fo  far  curious,  as  it 
exhibits  an  authentic  account  of 
the  value  of  many  articles  at  that 
time;  being  a  bill,  inferted  in  the 


with  ours.  The  Britifh,  to  fpeak 
plainly,  has  little  or  no  refemblance 
to  the  Englifh.  Many  of  their 
terms  may  have  gained  admiffiion 
among  us,  as  from  the  vicinity  and 
Jong  intercourfe  we  have  had  with  town- book,  of  theexpences  attend- 
that  people  may  neceffiarily  be  ima-  ing  the  fending  two  light  horfe- 
gined,  but  their  idioms  and  genius  men  from  Thetford,  to  the  army 
are  as  radically  and  effentially  dif-  which  was  to  march  againil  the 
ferent  as  any  two  languages  can  Scots  that  year, 
poffibly  be. 

*  To  two  men  chofen  to  go  into  the  army  againil  Scotland 

*  For  cloth,  and  to  the  taylor  for  making  it  into  two  gowns 

*  For  two  pair  of  gloves,  and  a  Hick  or  flafF  — 

c  For  two  horfes  —  —  — -  — 

*  For  Ihoeing  thefe  horfes  —  —  — - 

*  For  two  pair  of  boots  for  the  light  horfemen  *— 

*  Paid  to  a  lad  for  going  w'ith  the  mayor’  (toLenn)  *  to  take 

c  care  of  the  horfes  *  —  — -  — 

*  To  a  boy  for  a  letter  atLenn,’  (viz.  carrying  it  thither) 

*  Expences  for  the  horfes  of  two  light  horfemen  for  four  days 

*  before  they  departed  —  —  — 


/. 

r. 

d. 

I 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1 1 

0 

0 

2 

I 

15 
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0 

0 

4 

0 

2 

8 

0 

0 

* 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

*  The  didance  between  Thetford  and  Lynn  is  about  33  miles® 
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Hi  {lory  of  Gardening.  From  Wal¬ 
pole  fs  Anecdotes  of  Painting  in 
England. 

ARDENING  was  probably 

Jf  one  of  the  ftrft  arts  that  fuc- 
eeeded  to  that  of  building  houfes, 
and  naturally  attended  property 
and  individual  pofteflion.  Culi¬ 
nary,  and  afterwards  medicinal 
herbs,  were  the  objects  of  every 
head  of  a  family:  it  became  con¬ 
venient  to  have  them  within  reach, 
without  feeking  them  at  random 
in  woods,  in  meadows,  and  on' 
mountains,  as  often  as  they  were 
wanted.  When  the  earth  ceafed 
to  furnifh  fpontaneoudy  all  thefe 
primitive  luxuries,  and  culture  be¬ 
came  requifite,  feparate  inclofures 
for  rearing  herbs  grew  expedient. 
Fruits  were  in  the  fame  predica¬ 
ment,  and  thofe  mod  in  ufe  or 
that  demand  attention,  muft  have 
entered  into  and  extended  the  do¬ 
me  ft.  ic  inclofure. 

Matters,  we  may  well  believe, 
remained  long  in  this  fnuation  ; 
and  though  the  generality  of  man¬ 
kind  form  their  ideas  from  the  im¬ 
port  of  words  in  their  own  age,  we 
have  no  reafon  to  think  that  for 
many  centuries  the  term  garden 
implied  morethan  akitchen-garden 
or  orchard.  When  a  Frenchman 
reads  of  the  garden  of  Eden,  I  do 
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not  doubt  but  he  concludes  it  was 
fomething  approaching  to  that  of 
Verfailles,  with  dipt  hedges,  ber- 
ceaus,  and  trellis-work.  If  his  de¬ 
votion  humbles  him  fo  far  as  to 
allow  that,  conftdering  who  de- 
figned  it,  there  might  be  a  laby¬ 
rinth  full  of  JE fop’s  fables,  yet  he 
does  not  conceive  that  four  of  the 
largeft  rivers  in  the  world  were 
half  fo  magnificent  a3  an  hundred 
fountains  full  of  ftatues  by  Girar- 
don.  It  is  thus  that  the  word 
garden  has  at  all  times  palled  for 
whatever  was  understood  by  that 
term  in  different  countries.  But 
that  it  meant  no  more  than  a 
kitchen-garden  or  orchard  for  f'e- 
Veral  centuries,  is  evident  from 
thofe  few  deferiptions  that  are  pre- 
ferved  of  the  moft  famous  gardens 
of  antiquity.  ' 

That  of  Alcinous,  in  the  Odyf- 
fey,  is  the  moft  renowned  in  the 
heroic  times.  Is  there  an  admirer 
of  Homer  who  can  read,  his  de-  # 
feription  without  rapture  ;  or  who 
does  not  form  to  his  imagination 
a  feene  of  delights  more  pi&urefque 
than  the  landfcapes  of  Tinian  or 
Juan  Fernandez?  Yet  what  was 
that  boafted  Paradife  with  which 

the  gods  ordain’d 

To  grace  Alcinous  and  his  happy  land  ? 

Pope. 

Why, 


I 
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Why,  divefted  of  harmonious 
Greek  and  bewitching  poetry,  it 
was  a  fmall  orchard  and  vineyard, 
with  fome  beds  of  herbs  and  two 
fountains  that  watered  them,  in- 
clofed  within  a  quickfet  hedge. 
The  whole  compafs  of  this  pom¬ 
pous  garden  inclofed — four  acres. 

Four  acres  v/asth’  allotted  fpace  of  ground, 
Fenc’d  with  a  green  inclofure  all  around. 

The  trees  were  apples,  figs,  pome¬ 
granates,  pears,  olives',  and  vines. 

Tall  thriving  trees  confefs’d  the  fruitful 
mold ;  / 

The  redning  apple  ripens  into  gold. 

Here  the  blue  fig  with  lufcious  juice  o’er- 
flows, 

With  deeper  red  the  full  pomegranate 
glows. 

The  branch  here  bends  beneath  the  weigh¬ 
ty  pear, 

And  verdant  olives  flouiifh  round  the 
year. 

*  iy  *  * 

Beds  of  all  various  herbs,  for  ever  green, 
In  beauteous  order  terminate  the  fcene. 

Alcinous’s  garden  was  planted  by 
the  poet,  enriched  by  him  with 
the  fairy  gift  of  eternal  fummer, 
and  no  doubt  an  effort  of  imagina¬ 
tion  furpaffing  any  thing  he  had 
ever  feen.  As  he  had  bellowed 
on  the  fame  happy  prince  a  palace 
with  brazen  walls  and  columns  of 
filver,  he  certainly  intended  that 
the  garden  fhould  be  proportion- 
ably  magnificent.  We  are  fure 
therefore  that  as  late  as  Homer’s 
age,  an  inclofure  of  four  acres, 
comprehending  orchard,  vineyard 
and  kitchen-garden,  was  a  ftretch 
of  luxury  the  world  at  that  time 
had  never  beheld. 

The  hanging  gardens  of  Baby¬ 
lon  were  a  Hill  greater  prodigy. 
We  are  not  acquainted  with  their 
difpofition  or  contents ;  but  as  they 
are  fijppofed  to  have  been  formed 


on  terraffes  and  the  walls  of  the 
palace,  whither  foil  was  conveyed 
on  purpofe,  we  are  very  certain  of 
what  they  were  not;  1  mean  they 
mull  have  been  trifling,  of  no  ex¬ 
tent,  and  a  wanton  inllance  of  ex¬ 
pence  and  labour.  In  other  words, 
they  were  what  fumptuous  gardens 
have  been  in  all  ages  till  the  pre- 
fent,  unnatural,  enriched  by  art, 
poflibly  with  fountains,  flatues, 
balullrades,  and  fummer-houfes, 
and  were  any  thing  but  verdant 
and  rural. 

From  the  days  of  Homer  to 
thofe  of  Pliny,  we  have  no  traces 
to  lead  our  guefs  to  what  were  the 
gardens  of  the  intervening  ages. 
When  Roman  authors,  whofe  cli¬ 
mate  inflilled  a  with  lor  cool  re¬ 
treats,  fpeak  of  their  enjoyments 
in  that  kind,  they  figh  for  grottos, 
caves,  and  the  refrelhing  hollows 
of  mountains,  near  irriguous  and 
fhady  founts ;  or  boall  of  their  por¬ 
ticos,  walks  of  planes,  canals, 
baths  and  breezes  from  the  fea. 
Their  gardens  are  never  men¬ 
tioned  as  affording  fhade  and  lhel- 
ter  from  the  rage  of  the  clcg-ftar. 
Pliny  has  left  us  defcriptions  of 
two  of  his  villas.  As  he  ufed  hi§ 
Laurentine  villa  for  his  winter-re- 
treat,  it  is  not  furprifing  that  the 
garden  makes  no  confiderable  part 
of  the  account.  All  he  fays  of  it 
is,  that  the  geliatio  or  place  of  ex-, 
ercife,  which  furrounded thegarden 
(the  latter  confequently  not  being 
very  large)  was  bounded  by  a 
hedge  of  box,  and  where  that  was 
perilled,  with  rofemary  ;  that  there 
was  a  walk  of  vines,  and  that  moll 
of  the  trees  were  fig  and  mulberry, 
the  foil  not  being  proper  for  any 
other  forts. 

On  his  Tufcan  villa  he  is  more 
diffufe,  the  garden  makes  a  con- 
M  j  *  fiderabjf 
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liderable  part  of  the  defcription-— 
and  what  was  the  principal  beauty 
of  that  pieafure-ground  f  ExadUy 
what  was  the  admiration  of  this 
country  about  threefcore  years 
ago  ;  box-trees  cut  into  monfters, 
animals,  letters,  and  the  names  of 
the  mafler  and  the  artificer.  In  an 
age  when  architecture  difplayed  all 
its  grandeur,  all  its  purity,  and 
all  its  tafte  ;  when  arofe  Vefpafian’s 
amphitheatre,  the  temple  of  Peace, 
Traj  an’s  forum,  Domitian’s  baths, 
and  Adrian’s  villa,  the  ruins  and 
yeiiiges  of  which  Hill  excite  our 
afionilhment  and  curiofity  ;  a  Ro¬ 
man  conful,  a  polifhed  emperor’s 
friend,  and  a  man  of  elegant  li¬ 
terature  and  tafie,  delighted  in 
what  the  mob  now  fearce  admire 
in  a  college-garden.  All  the  in¬ 
gredients  of  Pliny’s  correfponded 
exadtly  with  thofe  laid  out  by  Lon¬ 
don  and  Wife  on  Dutch  princi¬ 
ples.  He  talks  of  Hopes,  terraffes, 
a  wildernefs,  fftrubs  methodically 
trimmed,  a  marble  bafon,  pipes 
fpouting  water,  a  cafcade  falling 
Into  the  bafon,  bay  trees,  alter¬ 
nately  planted  with  planes,  and  a 
firaic  walk,  from  whence  ilfued 
others  parted  off  by  hedges  of  box, 
and  apple-trees,  with  obelifks 
placed  between  every  two.  There 
wants  nothing  but  the  embroidery 
of  a  parterre,  to  make  a  garden 
In  the  reign  of  Trajan  ferve  for  a 


defcriptioa-of  one  in  that  of  King 
William  *.  In  one  palfage  above 
Pliny  feems  to  have  conceived  that 
natural  irregularity  might  be  a 
beauty  ;  in  opere  urhanijfimo ,  fay$ 
he,  fubita  ‘velut  iilati  ruris  imita - 
tio.  Something  like  a  rural  view 
was  contrived  araidft  fo  much  po¬ 
lifhed  compofition.  But  the  idea 
foon  vanifhed,  lineal  walks  im¬ 
mediately  enveloped  the  flight 
fcene,  and  names  and  infcriptions 
in  box  again  fucceeded  to  compen- 
fate  for  the  daring  introdu&ion  of 
nature. 

In  the  paintings  found  at  Her¬ 
culaneum  are  a  few  traces  of  gar¬ 
dens^  as  may  be  feen  in  the  fe- 
cond  volume  of  the  prints.  They 
are  fmall  fquare  inclofures  formed 
by  trellis-work,  and  efpaliers  f , 
and  regularly  ornamented  with 
vafes,  fountains  and  careatides, 
elegantly  fymmetrical,  and  proper 
for  the  narrow7  fpapes  allotted  to  the 
garden  of  a  houfe  in  a  capital  city., 
From  fuch  I  would  not  banifh  thofe 
playful  waters  that  refrefh  a  fultry 
inanfion  in  town,  nor  the  neat  trel¬ 
lis,  which  preferves  its  wooden  ver¬ 
dure  better  than  natural  greens 
expofed  to  dull.  Thofe  treillages 
in  the  gardens  at  Paris,  particu¬ 
larly  qn  the  Boulevard,  have  a  gay 
and  delightful  effedt.— -They  form 
light  corridores,  and  tranfpicuous 
arbours  through  which  the  fun- 


Dr.  Plot,  in  his  natural  hillory  of  Oxford Ih ire,  p.  3 So,  feems  to  have 
been  a  great  admirer  of  trees  carved  into  the  moft  heterogeneous  forms,  which 
he  caiis  topiary  works ,  and  quotes  one  Laurembergins  for  faying  that  the  Eng- 
Hifh  are  as  expert  as  mod  nations  in  that  kind  of.  fculpturej  for  which  Hamp- 
ton-court  was  particularly  remarkable.  The  doffor  then  names  other  gaidens 
that  flouiiftitd  with  animals,  and  caftles,  formed  arte  topiaria,  and  above  all  a 
wren’s  neft  that  was  capacious  enough  to  receive  a  man  to  fit  on  a  feat  made 
within  it  for  that  pur  pole. 

f  At  Wai  wick-caftle  is  an  ancient  fuit  of  arras,  in  which  there  is  a  garden 

euaidly  reiertibiing  thefe  pi6tures  of  Herculaneum, 

feeam^ 
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beams  play  and  chequer  the  fhade, 
fet  ofF  the  flat ues,  vafes  and  flow¬ 
ers,  that  marry  with  their  gaudy 
hotels,  and  fait  th^  galant  and  idle 
fociety  who  paint  the  walks  be¬ 
tween  their  parterres,  and  realize 
the  fantaftic  fcenes  of  Watteau 
and  Durfe. 

We  do  not  precifely  know  what 
our  anceitors  meant  by  a  bower, 
it  was  probably  an  arbour  ;  foine- 
times  it  meant  the  whole  frittered 
inclofure,  and  in  one  inftance  it 
certainly  included  a  labyrinth. 
Rofamoad’s  bower  was  indifput- 
ably  of  that  kind,  though  whether 
compofed  of  walls  or  hedges  we 
cannot  determine.  A  fquare  and 
a  round  labyrinth  were  fo  capital 
ingredients  of  a  garden  formerly, 
that  in  Du  Cerceau’s  architecture, 
who  lived  in  tne  time  of  Charles 
IX.  and  Henry  III.  there  is  fcarce 
a  ground-plot  without  one  of  each. 
The  enchantment  of  antique  ap¬ 
pellations  has  confecrated  a  pleaf- 
ing  idea  of  a  royal  refldence,  of 
which  we  now  regret  the  extinction, 
H  avering  in  the  bower,  the  join¬ 
ture  of  many  dowager  queens,  con¬ 
veys  to  us  the  notion  of  a  romantic 
fcene. 

In  Kip’s  views  of  the  feats  of 
our  nobility  and  gentry,  we  fee 
the  fame  tirefome  and  returning 
uniformity.  Every  houfe  is  ap¬ 
proached  by  two  or  three  gardens, 
confiding  perhaps  of  a  gravel-walk 
and  two  grafs  plats,  or  borders  of 
flowers.  Each  rifes  above  the 
other  by  two  or  three  fteps,  and 
as  many  walls  and  terrafles ;  and 
fo  many  iron-gates,  that  we  re¬ 
collect  thofe  ancient  romances,  in 
which  every  entrance  was  guarded 
by  nymphs  or  dragons.  At  lady 
Qrford’s  at  Piddleton  in  Dorfet- 
Siire,  there  was,  when  my  brother 


married,  a  double  inclofure  of 
thi  rteen  gardens,  each  I  fuppofe 
not  an  hundred  feet  fquare,  with 
an  enfilade  of  correfpondent  gates; 
and  before  you  arrived  at  thefe, 
you  pafled  a  narrow  gut  between 
two  Hone  terrafles,  that  rofe  above 
your  head,  and  which  were  crowd¬ 
ed  by  a  line  of  pyramidal  yews. 

Yet  thoogh  thefe  and  fuch  pre- 
poiterous  inconveniencies  prevailed 
from  age  to  age,  good  fenfe  in 
this  country  had  perceived  the  want 
of  fomething  at  once  more  grand 
and  more  natural.  Thefe  reflec¬ 
tions  and  the  bounds  fet  to  the  vvafle 
made  by  royal  fpoilers,  gave  ori¬ 
gin  to  parks.  They  were  con- 
traded  forefts,  and  extended  gar¬ 
dens.  Hentzner  fays,  that  accord¬ 
ing  to  Rous  of  Warwick  the  firft 
park  was  that  at  Woodftock.  If 
fo,  it  might  be  the  foundation  of 
a  legend  that  Henry  II.  fecured 
his  miftrefs  in  a  labyrinth  :  it  was 
no  doubt  more  difficult  to  find  her 
in  a  park  than  in  a  palace,  when 
the  intricacy  of  the  woods  and  va¬ 
rious  lodges  buried  in  covert  might 
conceal  her  adtual  habitation. 

It  is  more  extraordinary  that 
having  fo  long  ago  (tumbled  on 
the  principle  of  modern  gardening, 
we  fhould  have  perfified  in  retain¬ 
ing  its  reverfe,  fymmetrical  and 
unnatural  gardens.  That  parks 
were  rare  in  other  countries,  Hentz^ 
ner,  who  travelled  over  great  part 
of  Europe,  leads  us  to  fuppofe,  by 
obferving  that  they  were  common 
in  England.  In  France  they  re¬ 
tain  the  name,  but  nothing  is 
more  different  both  in  cornpafs  and 
difpolition.  Their  parks  are  ufuafl- 
Iy  fquare  or  oblong  inclofures  re¬ 
gularly  planted  with  walks  of  chef- 
nuts  or  limes,  and  generally  every 
large  town  has  one  for  its  public 
M  4  recre* 
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recreation.  They  are  exa&ly  like 
Burton’s-court  st  Chelfea-college, 
and  rarely  larger. 

One  man,  one  great  man  we 
had,  on  whom  nor  education  nor 
cuilom  could  impofe  their  preju¬ 
dices;  who,  on  evil  days  though 
fallen ,  and  with  darknefs  and  foli- 
tude  cotnpajfed  rounds  judged  that 
the  miftaken  and  fantaftic  orna¬ 
ments  he  had  feen  in  gardens, 
were  unworthy  of  the  Almighty 
hand  that  planted  the  delights  of 
Farad  ife.  He  fee  ms  with  the 
prophetic  eye  of  tafte  [as  I  have 
heard  take  well  defined]  to  have 
conceived,  to  have  forefeen  mo¬ 
dern  gardening  ;  as  Lord  Bacon 
announced  the  difcoveries  fince 
made  by  experimental  philofophy. 
The  defcription  of  Eden  is  a 
warmer  and  more  juft  pidlure  of 
the  prefent  ftyle  than.  Claud  Ter¬ 
rain  could  have  painted  from  Hag- 
ley  or  Stourhead.  The  fir  ft  lines  I 
fli all  quote,  exhibit  Stourhead  on 
a  more  magnificent  fcale. 

Thro’  Eden  went  a  river  large, 
Nor  .  chang’d  his  courfe,  but  thro’  the 
fhaggy  hill 

PaC’d  underneath  ingulph’d,  for  God  had 
thrown 

That  mountain  as  his  garden-mound,  high 
rais’d 

Upon  the  rapid  current — — — 

Hagley  fee  ms  pj&ured  in  what  fol¬ 
lows,  '  - 

which  through  veins 

Of  porous  earth  with  kindly  thirft  up- 
drawn, 

Bole  a  frefa  fountain,  and  with  many  a 
rill 

W ater’d  the  garden——*  ... 

What  colouring,  what  freedom  of 
pencil,  what  landfcape  in  thefe 
lines, 

■—  from  that  faphirc  fount  the  crifped 
brooks. 

Rolling  on  orient:  pearl  and  lands  of  gold. 
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With  mazy  error  under  pendent  fhades 
Ran  neriar,  vifiting  each  plant,  and  fed 
Flow’rs.  worthy  of  Paradife,  which  not 

nice  art 

In  beds  and  curious  knots,  but  nature 
boon 

Pour  ’d  forth  profufe  on  hill  and  dale  and 
plain, 

Both  where  the  morning  fun  fir  ft  warmly 
fmote 

The  open  field,  and  where  the  unpierc’d 
fhade 

Imbrown’d  the  noon-tide  bow’rs. — Thus 

was  this  place 

A  happy  rural jeat  of  various  view. 

Read  this  tranfporring  defcriptions 
paint  to  your  mind  the  feenes  that 
follow,  contraft  them  with  the  fa- 
vage  but  refpedtable  terror  with 
which  the  poet  guards  the  bounds 
of  his  Paradife,  fenced 

- - —with  the  champion  head 

Of  a  fteep  wildernefs,  whofe  hairy  tides 
With  thicket  overgrown,  grotefque  and 
wild 

Accefs  denied  ;  and  over  head  upgrew 
Infuperable  height  of  loftieft  (hade, 

Cedar  and  pine,  and  hr,  and  branching 
palm, 

A  fylvan  feene,  and  as  the  ranks  afeend. 
Shade  above  fhade.  a  wcotfjy  theatre 
Of  ftatelieft  view— — - 

and  then  recoiled  that  the  author 
of  this  fublime  vifion  had  never 
feen  a  glimpfe  of  any  thing  like 
what  he  has  imapined,  that  his 
favourite  ancients  had  dropped  not, 
a  hint  of  fuch  divine  feenery,  and 
that  the  conceits  in  Italian  gar¬ 
dens,  and  Theobalds  and  Non- 
fuch,  were  the  Frighted  originals 
that  his  memory  could  furnilh. 
His  intellectual  eye  faw  a  nobler 
plan,  fo  little  did  he  fuller  by  the 
lofs  of  fight.  It  fufficed  him  to  have 
feen  the  materials  with  which  he 
could  work.  The  vigour  of  a 
boundlefs  imagination  told  him 
how  a  plan  might  be  difpofed, 
that  would  cmbeiiifh  nature,  and 

reftore 
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redore  art  to  its  proper  office,  the 
jud  improvement  or  imitation  of 
it. 

It  is  neceffiary  that  the  concur¬ 
rent  teftimony  of  the  age  fhould 
fwear  to  poderity  that  the  defcrip- 
tion  above  -  quoted  was  written 
above  half  a  century  before  the 
introdudlion  of  modern  gardening, 
or  our  incredulous  defcendents 
will  defraud  the  poet  of  half  his 
glory,  by  being  perfuaded  that 
he  copied  fome  garden  or  gardens 
he  had  feen — fo  minutely  do  his 
ideas  cotrefpond  with  the  prefent 
dtnd-ard.  But  what  fhall  we  fay 
for  that  intervening  half  century 
who  could  read  that  plan  and  never 
attempt  to  put  it  in  execution  ? 

Now  let  us  turn  to  an  admired 
writer,  pofterior  to  Milton,  and 
fee  how  cold,  how  infipid,  how 
taftelefs  is  his  account  of  what  he 
pronounced  a  perfedt  garden.  I 
Ipeak  not  of  his  dyle,  which  it 
was  not  neceffiary  for  him  to  ani¬ 
mate  with  the  colouring  and  glow 
of  poetry.  It  is  his  want  of  ideas, 
of  imagination,  of  tade,  that  I 
cenfure,  when  he  didtated  on  a 
fubjecl  that  is  capable  of  all  the 
graces  that  a  knowledge  of  beau¬ 
tiful  nature  can  bellow.  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Temple  was  an  excellent 
man;  Milton,  a  genius  of  the  fird 
order. 

We  cannot  wonder  that  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  declares  in  favour  of  par¬ 
terres,  fountains  and  llatues,  as 
neceffiary  to  break  the  famenefs  of 
large  grafs-plats,  which  he  thinks 
have  an  ill  effiedl  upon  the  eye, 
when  he  acknowledges  that  he 
difcovers  fancy  in  the  gardens  of 
Alcinous.  Milton  lludied  the  an¬ 
cients  with  equal  enthulialm,  but 
no  bigotry,  and  had  judgment  to 
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diflinguilh  between  the  want  of  in¬ 
vention  and  the  beauties  of  poe-  * 
try.  Compare  his  Paradife  with 
Homer’s  garden,  both  afcribed  to 
a  celeilial  defign.  For  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam,  it  is  jult  to  obferve,  that 
his  ideas  centered  in  a  fruit  gar¬ 
den.  He  had  the  honour  of  giv¬ 
ing  to  his  country  many  delicate 
fruits,  and  he  thought  of  little  elfe 
than  difpofing  them  to  the  bell 
advantage.  Here  is  the  paffiage 
1  propoied  to  quote ;  it  is  long, 
but  I  need  not  make  an  apology 
to  the  reader  for  entertaining  him 
with  any  other  words  indead  or  my 
own. 

“  The  bed  figure  of  a  garden  is 
either  a  fquare  or  an  oblong,  and 
either  upon  a  flat  or  a  defcent  : 
they  have  all  their  beauties,  but 
the  bed  I  erteem  an  oblong  upon  a 
defcent.  The  beauty,  the  air, 
the  view  makes  amends  for  the 
expence,  which  is  very  great  in 
finifhing  and  fupporting  the  terras- 
walk,  in  levelling  the  parterres, 
and  in  the  done-dairs  that  are  ne¬ 
ceffiary  from  one  to  the  other. 

tc  The  perfected  figure  of  a 
garden  I  ever  faw,  either  at  home 
or  abroad,  was  that  of  Moor-park 
in  Hertford fhire,  when  I  knew  it 
about  thirty  years  ago.  It  was 
made  by  the  Countefs  of  Bedford, 
edeemed  among  the  greated  wits 
of  her  time,  and  celebrated  by 
Dodtor  Donne ;  and  with  very  great 
care,  excellent  contrivance  and 
much  cod  ;  but  greater  fums  may 
be  thrown  away  without  effedt  or 
honour,  if  there  want  fenfe  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  money,  or  if  nature  be 
not  followed,  which  I  take  to  be 
the  great  rule  in  this,  and  perhaps 
in  every  thing  elfe,  as  far  as  the 
condudt  not  only  of  our  lives,  but 
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©or  govern  men  ts.”  [Vvre  (hall  fee 
liow  natural  that  admired  garden 
was.] 

“  JBecaufe  I  take  *  the  garden 
1  have  named  to  have  been  in  all 
lands  the  moll  beautiful  and  per¬ 
fect,  at  leaf!  in  the  figure  and  dif- 
pofition,  that  I  have  ever  feen,  I 
will  defer! be  it  for  a  model  to 
«kofe  that  meet  with  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion,  and  are  above  the  regards  of 
common  expence.  It  lies  on  the 
Sde  of  a  hill*  upon  which  the 
boufe  Hands,  but  not  very  fteep. 
The  length  of  the  houfe,  where 
the  belt  rooms  and  moft  ufe  or 
pleafure  are,  lies  upon  the  breadth 
of  the  garden  ;  the  great  parlour 
©pens  in  the  middle  of  a  terras 
gravel-walk  that  lies  even  with  it, 
sad  which  may  lie,  as  I  remember, 
about  three  hundred  paces  long, 
and  broad  in  proportion  ;  the  bor¬ 
der  fet  with  fiandard  laurels  and 
st  large  diftances,  which  have  the 
beauty  of  orange-trees  out  of  flow¬ 
er  and  fruit.  From  this  walk  are 
three  defeents  by  many  Hone  Heps, 
in  the  middle  and  at  each  end, 
into  a  very  large  parterre.  This 
is  divided  into  quarters  by  gravel- 
walks,  and  adorned  with  two  foun¬ 
tains  and  eight  ftatues  in  the  feve- 
ral  quarters.  At  the  end  of  the 
terras- walk  are  two  fummer-houfes, 
and  the  fides  of  the  parterre  are 
ranged  with  two  large  cloiflers 
open  to  the  garden,  upon  arches 
of  Hone,  and  ending  with  two 
other  fummer-houfes  even  with 
the  cloiflers,  which  are  paved  with 
ilone,  and  defigned  for  walks  of 
lhade,  there  being  none  other  in 
the  whole  parterre.  Over  thefe 


two  cloiAers  are  two  terra/Tes  co« 
vered  with  lead  and  fenced  with 
baluflers  ;  and  the  paffage  into 
thefe  airy  walks  is  out  of  the  two 
fummer-houfes  at  the  end  of  the 
Frit  terras -walk.  The  cloifler 
facing  the  fouth  is  covered  with 
vines,  and  would  have  been  pro¬ 
per  for  an  orange-houfe,  and  the 
other  for  myrtles  or  other  more 
common  greens,  and  had,  I  doubt 
not,  been  call  for  that  purpofe, 
if  this  piece  of  gardening  had 
been  then  in  as  much  vogue  as  it 
is  now, 

44  From  the  middle  of  this  par¬ 
terre  is  a  defeent  by  many  fteps 
flying  on  each  fide  of  a  grotto  that 
lies  between  them,  covered  with 
lead  and  flat,  into  the  lower  gar- 
den,  which  is  ail  fruit-trees  rang¬ 
ed  about  the  feveral  quarters  of  a 
vvildernefs  which  is  very  fhady  ; 
the  walks  here  are  all  green,  the 
grotto  embellished  with  figures  of 
fhell-  rock-  work,  fountains,  and 
water- works.  If  the  hill  had  not 
ended  with  the  lower  garden,  and 
the  wall  were  not  bounded  by  a 
common  way  that  goes  through 
the  park,  they  might  have  added 
a  third  quarter  of  all  greens  ;  but 
this  want  is  fupplied  by  a  garden 
on  the  other  flde  the  houfe,  which 
is  all  of  that  fort,  very  wild,  fhady, 
and  adorned  with  rough  rock-work 
and  fountains. 

fi  This  was  Moor-park,  when 
I  was  acquainted  with  it,  and  the 
fweeteft  place,  I  think,  that  I  have 
leen  in  my  life,  either  before  or 
fince,  at  home  or  abroad.”— 

I  will  make  no  farther  remarks 
on  fhis  defeription.  Any  maa 


*  The  garden  feems  to  have  been  made  after  the  plan  laid  down  by  Lord 
Bacon  in  his  46th  eftay,  to  which,  that  I  may  npf  multiply  quotations,  I  will 
refer  the  reader, 

might 
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might  defign  and  build  as  fweet 
a  garden  who  had  been  born  in 
and  never  ftirred  out  of  Holbourn. 
It  was  not  peculiar  to  Sir  William 
Temple  to  think  in  that  manner. 
How  many  Frenchmen  are  there 
who  have  feen  our  gardens,  and 
ftill  prefer  natural  flights  of  fteps 
and  fhady  cloifters  covered  with 
lead !  Le  Nautre,  the  architect  of 
the  groves  and  grottoes  at  Ver- 
failles,  came  hither  on  a  million 
to  improve  our  tafte.  He  planted 
St.  James’s  and  Greenwich  parks 
—no  great  monuments  of  his  in¬ 
vention. 

To  do  farther  juftice  to  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Temple,  I  mull  not  omit 
what  he  adds.  ff  What  I  have 
laid  of  the  beft  forms  of  gardens, 
is  meant  only  of  fuch  as  are  in  fome 
fort  regular;  for  there  may  be  other 
forms  wholly  irregular,  that  may, 
for  aught  I  know,  have  more 
beauty  than  any  of  the  others ; 
but  they  mull  owe  it  to  fome  ex¬ 
traordinary  difpofitions  of  nature 
in  the  feat,  or  fome  great  race  of 
fancy  or  judgment  in  the  contrivance , 
which  may  reduce  many  difagree- 
ing  parts  into  fiotyie  figure,  which 
fliall  yet,  upon  the  whole,  be  very 
agreeable.  Something  of  this  I 
have  feen  in  fome  places,  but 
heard  more  of  it  from  others,  who 
have  lived  much  among  the  Chi- 
nefes,  a  people  whofe  way  of 
thinking  feems  to  lie  as  wide  of 
ours  in  Europe,  as  their  country 
does. — Their  greateft  reach  of  ima¬ 
gination  is  employed  in  contriving 
figures,  where  the  beauty  fhall  be 
great  and  ftrike  the  eye,  but  with- 
put  any  order  or  difpofition  of 
parts,  that  fhall  be  commonly  or 
eafily  obferved.  And  though  we 
have  hardly  any  notion  of  this 
fort  of  beauty,  yet  they  have  a 


particular  word  to  exprefs  it  5  and 
where  they  find  it  hit  their  eye  at 
firit  fight,  they  fay  that  Shara- 
wadgi  is  fine  or  is  admirable,  or 
any  fuch  expreffion  of  eiieem — but 
I  fhould  hardly  advife  any  of  thefe 
attempts  in  the  figure  of  gardens 
among  us,  they  are  adventures  of 
too  hard  atchievement  for  any 
common  hands  ;  and  though  there 
may  be  more  honour  if  they  fuc-> 
ceed  well,  yet  there  is  more  difho- 
nour  if  they  fail,  and  it  is  twenty 
to  one  they  will ;  whereas  in  re¬ 
gular  figures,  it  is  hard  to  make 
any  great  and  remarkable  faults. 51 

Fortunately  Kent  and  a  few 
others  were  not  quite  fo  timid,  or 
we  might  flill  be  going  up  and 
down  flairs  in  the  open  air. 

It  is  true,  we  have  heard  much 
lately,  as  Sir  William  Temple  did, 
of  irregularity  and  imitations  of 
nature  in  the  gardens  or  grounds 
of  the  Chinefe.  The  former  is 
certainly  true  ;  they  are  as  whim- 
ficaliy  irregular,  as  European  gar- 
dens  are  formally  uniform,  and  un¬ 
varied— but  with  regard  to  nature* 
it  feems  as  much  avoided,  as  in  the 
fquares  and  oblongs,  and  flrait  lines 
of  our  anceftors.  An  artificial  per¬ 
pendicular  rock  ftarting  out  of  a  flat 
plain,  and  conne&ed  with  nothing, 
often  pierced  through  in  various 
places  with  oval  hollows,  has  no 
more  pretenfion  to  be  deemed  na¬ 
tural  than  a  lineal  terrafs  or  a  par¬ 
terre.  The  late  Mr.  Jofeph  Spence* 
who  had  both  tafte  and  zeal  for  the 
prefent  ftyle,  was  fo  perfuaded  of 
the  Chinefe  emperor’s  pleafure- 
ground  being  laid  out  on  princi¬ 
ples  refembling  ours,  that  hp 
tranflated  and  publilhed,  under 
the  name  of  Sir  Harry  Beaumont, 
a  particular  account  of  that  inclo- 
fure  from  the  collection  of  the 

letters 
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letters  of  the  Jefuits.  I  have 
looked  it  over,  and  except  a  de¬ 
termined  irregularity,  can  find  no¬ 
thing  in  it  that  gives  me  any  idea 
of  attention  beyeg  paid  to  nature. 
It  is  of  vaft  circumference,  and  con¬ 
tains  200  palaces,  befides  as  many- 
contiguous  for  the  eunuchs,  all 
gilt,  painted  and  varnifhed.  There 
are  raifed  hills  from  20  to  60  feet 
high,  Breams  and  lakes,  and  one 
of  the  latter  five  miles  round. 
Thefe  waters  are  palled  by  bridges 
• — but  even  their  bridges  mull  not 
be  ftrait— -they  ferpentize  as  much 
as  the  rivulets,  and  are  fometimes 
fa  long  as  to  be  furnifhed  with 
reding-places,  and  begin  and  end 
with  triumphal  arches.  Me- 
thinks  a  firait  canal  is  as  rational 
at  leak  as  a  masandring  bridge. 
The  colonades  undulate  in  the 
fame  manner.  In  fhort,  this  pret¬ 
ty  gaudy  fcene  is  the  work  of  ca¬ 
price  and  whim  ;  and  when  we  re- 
deft  on  their  buildings,  prefents 
no  image  but  that  of  unfubftantial 
tawdrinefs.  Nor  is  this  all.  With¬ 
in  this  fan  tail  ic  Paradife  is  a  fqu'a-re 
town,  each  fide  a  mile  long.  Here 
the  eunuchs  of  the  court,  to  en¬ 
tertain  his  imperial  majefty  with 
the  buftle  and  bufinefs  of  the  capi¬ 
tal  in  which  he  refides,  but  which 
it  is  not  of  his  dignity  ever  to  fee, 
aft  merchants  and  all  forts  of 
trades,  and  even  defignedly  exer- 
eife  for  his  royal  smufement  every 
art  of  knavery  that  is  praftifed 
under  his  aufpicious  government. 
Methinks  this  is  the  childifh  foiaee 
and  repofe  of  grandeur,  not  a  re¬ 


lights  of  rural  life.  Here  too  his 
majeily  plays  at  agriculture  ;  there 
is  a  quarter  fet  apart  for  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  the  eunuchs  fow,  reap,  and 
carry  in  their  harveft  in  the  impe¬ 
rial  prefence ;  and  his  majelly  re¬ 
turns  to  Pekin  perfuaded  that  he 
has  been  in  the  country. 

Having  thus  cleared  my  way  by 
afcertaining  what  have  been  the 
ideas  on  gardening  in  all  ages, 
as  far  as  we  have  materials  to  judge 
by,  it  remains  to  fhow  to  what  de¬ 
gree  Mr.  Kent  invented  the  new 
ilyle,  and  what  hints  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  to  fuggeft  and  conduft  his 
undertaking. 

We  have  feen  what  Moor- park 
was,  when  pronounced  a  ftandard. 
But  as  no  fucceeding  generation 
in  an  opulent  and  luxurious  coun¬ 
try  contents  itfelf  with  the  perfec¬ 
tion  eflablifhed  by  its  anceilors, 
more  perfeft  perfection  was  ftill 
fought  ;  and  improvements  had 
gone  on,  till  London  and  Wife 
had  flocked  our  gardens  with 
giants,  animals,  monfters  coats 
of  arms  and  mottoes  in  yew,  box 
and  holly.  Abfurdity  could  go 
no  farther,  and  the  tide  turned. 
Bridgman,  the  next  faihionabie 
defigner  of  gardens,  was  far  more 
chaite  ;  and  whether  from  good 
fenfe,  or  that  the  nation  had  been 
ftruck  and  reformed  by  the  admi¬ 
rable  paper  in  the  Guardian, 
N°  173,  he  banifhed  verdant 
fculpture,  and  did  not  even  revert 
to  the  fquare  precifion  of  the  fore¬ 
going  age.  He  enlarged  his  plans, 
difdained  to  make  every  divifion 
tally  to  its  oppofite,  and  though 


Urement  from  affairs  to  the  de~ 

*  On  the  piers  of  a  garden-gate  not.  far  from  Paris  I  obferved  two  very  co¬ 
quet  iplunxes.  Thefe  lady  mongers  had  ftraw  hats  gracefully  fmart  on  one 
hde  oi  their  heads,  and  Liken  cloaks  half  veiling  their  necks  j  all  executed  in 
ftone. 
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he  dill  adhered  much  to  ftrait 
walks  with  high  clipped  hedges, 
they  were  only  his  great  lines; 
the  reft  he  diverfified  by  wilder- 
nefs,  and  with  loofe  groves  of  oak, 
though  ltill  within  furrounding 
hedges.  I  have  obferved  in  the 
garden  *  at  Gubbins  in  Hertford- 
fhire  many  detached  thoughts,  that 
ftrongly  indicate  the  dawn  of  mo¬ 
dern  tafte.  As  his  reformation 
gained  footing,  he  ventured  far¬ 
ther,  and  in  the  royal  garden  at 
Richmond  dared  to  introduce  cul¬ 
tivated  fields,  and  even  morfels  of 
a  foreft  appearance,  by  the  fides  of 
thofe  endlefs  and  tirefome  walks, 
that  ftretched  out  of  one  into  ano¬ 
ther  without  in  termiffion.  But  this 
was  not  till  other  innovators  had 
broke  loofe  too  from  rigid  fym- 
metry. 

But  the  capital  ftroke,  the  lead¬ 
ing  ftep  to  all  that  has  followed, 
was  [I  believe  the  firft  thought  was 
Bridgman’s]  the  deftrudtion  of 
walls  for  boundaries,  and  the  in¬ 
vention  of  fofses— an  attempt  then 
deemed  fo  aftonifhing,  that  the 
common  people  called  them  Ha  I 
Ha’s  !  to  exprefs  their  furprize  at 
finding  a  fudden  and  unperceived 
check  to  their  walk. 

One  of  the  firft  gardens  planted 
in  this  fimple  though  ftill  formal 
ftyle,  was  my  father’s  at  Hough¬ 
ton,  It  was  laid  out  by  Mr.  Eyre, 
an  imitator  of  Bridgman.  It  con¬ 
tains  three  and-twenty  acres,  then 
reckoned  a  confiderable  portion. 

I  call  a  funk  fence  the  leading 
ftep,  for  thefe  reafons.  No  fooner 
was  this  ftmple  enchantment  made, 


than  levelling,  mowing,  and  roll¬ 
ing  followed.  The  contiguous 
ground  of  the  park  without  the 
funk  fence  was  to  be  harmonized 
with  the  lawn  within  ;  and  the 
garden  in  its  turn  was  to  be  fet 
free  from  its  prim  regularity,  that 
it  might  affort  with  the  wilder 
country  without.  The  funk  fence 
afcertained  the  fpecific  garden,  but 
that  it  might  not  draw  too  obvious 
a  line  of  diftindlion  between  the 
neat  and  the  rude,  the  contiguous 
out-lying  parts  came  to  be  includ¬ 
ed  in  a  kind  of  general  defign  : 
and  when  nature  was  taken  into 
the  plan,  under  improvements, 
every  ftep  that  was  made,  pointed 
out  new  beauties  and  infpired  new 
ideas.  At  that  moment  appeared 
Kent,  painter  enough  to  tafte  the 
charms  of  landfcape,  bold  and 
opinionative  enough  to  dare  and  to 
didate,  and  born  with  a  genius  to 
ftrike  out  a  great  fyftem  from  the 
twilight  of  imperfed  eftays.  He 
leaped  the  fence,  and  faw  that  all 
nature  was  a  garden.  He  felt  the 
delicious  contrail  of  hill  and  valley 
changing  imperceptibly  into  each, 
other,  tafted  the  beauty  of  the 
gentle  fwell,  or  concave  fcoop, 
and  remarked  how  loofe  groves 
crowned  an  eafy  eminence  with 
happy  ornament,  and  while  they 
called  in  the  diftant  view  between, 
their  graceful  Items,  removed  and 
extended  the  perfpedive  by  delu- 
ftve  comparifon. 

Thus  the  pencil  of  his  imagina¬ 
tion  beftovved  all  the  arts  of'  land¬ 
fcape  on  the  fcenes  he  handled. 
The  great  principles  on  which  he 


*  The  feat  of  -the  late  Sir  Jeremy  Sambroke.  It  had  formerly  belonged  to 
Lady  More,  mother-in-law  ot  Sir  Thomas  More,  and  had  been  tyrannically 
wrenched  from  her  by  Henry  VIII.  on  the  execution  of  Sir  Thomas,  though, 
not  her  fon,  and  though  her  jointure  from  a  former  hufb and. 


worked 
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worked  were  perfpeClive,  and  light 
and  {hade.  Groups  of  trees  broke 
too  uniform  or  too  extenflve  a 
lawn  ;  evergreens  and  woods  were 
oppofed  to  the  glare  of  the  cham- 
pain,  and  where  the  view  was  lefs 
fortunate,  or  fo  much  expofed  as 
to  be  beheld  at  once,  he  blotted 
out  fome  parts  by  thick  lhades,  to 
divide  it  into  variety,  or  to  make 
the  richeft  fcene  more  enchanting 
by  referving  it  to  a  farther  advance 
©f  the  fpeCtatoFs  Aep.  Thus,  fe- 
leCling  favourite  objeCls,  and  veil¬ 
ing  deformities  by  fcreens  of  plan¬ 
tation  ;  fometimes  allowing  the 
rudeft  walle  to  add  its  foil  to  the 
richeft  theatre,  he  realized  the 
compofltions  of  the  greateft  mailers 
in  painting.  Where  objeCls  were 
wanting  to  animate  his  horizon, 
his  tafte  as  an  architect  could  be¬ 
llow  immediate  termination. 

But  of  all  the  beauties  he  added 
eo  the  face  of  this  beautiful  coun¬ 
try,  none  furpafled  his  manage¬ 
ment  of  water.  Adieu  to  canals, 
circular  bafons,  and  cafcades  tum¬ 
bling  down  marble  Heps,  that  laft 
abfurd  magnificence  of  Italian  and 
French  villas.  The  forced  eleva¬ 
tion  of  cataradts  was  no  more. 
The  gentle  ftream  was  taught  to 
ferpentize  feemingly  at  its  pleafure, 
and  where  difcontinued  by  differ¬ 
ent  levels,  its  courfe  appeared  to 
be  concealed  by  thickets  properly 
interfperfed,  and  glittered  again 
at  a  diftance  where  it  might  be 
fuppofed  naturally  to  arrive.  Its 
borders  were  fmoothed,  but  pre- 
ferved  their  waving  irregularity. 
A  few  trees  fcattered  here  and 
there  on  its  edges  fprinkled  the 
tame  bank  that  accompanied  its 
mseanders ;  and  when  it  difappear- 
ed  among  the  hills,  lhades  de¬ 
fending  from  the  heights  leaned 


towards  its  progrefs,  and  framed 
the  diftant  point  of  light  under 
which  it  was  loft,  as  it  turned  afide 
to  either  hand  of  the  blue  horizon. 

Thus  dealing  in  none  but  the 
colours  of  nature,  and  catching  its 
moft  favourable  features,  men  faw 
a  new  creation  opening  before  their 
eyes.  The  living  landfcape  was 
chaftened  or  polilhed,  not  trans¬ 
formed.  Freedom  was  given  to 
the  forms  of  trees;  they  extended 
their  branches  unreftri&ed,  and 
where  any  eminent  oak,  or  mailer 
beech  had  efcaped  maiming  and 
furvived  the  foreft,  bulh  and  bram¬ 
ble  was  removed,  and  all  its  ho¬ 
nours  were  reftored  to  diftinguilh 
and  lhade  the  plain.  Where  the 
united  plumage  of  an  ancient  wood 
extended  wide  its  undulating  ca¬ 
nopy,  and  ftood  venerable  in  its 
darknefs,  Kent  thinned  the  fore- 
moft  ranks,  and  left  but  fo  many 
detached  and  fcattered  trees,  as 
foftened  the  approach  of  gloom  and 
blended  a  chequered  light  with  the 
thus  lengthened  lhadows  of  the  re¬ 
maining  columns. 

Succeeding  artifts  have  added 
new  mafter-ltrokes  to  thefe  touches ; 
perhaps  improved  or  brought  to 
perfection  fome  that  I  have  named. 
The  introduction  of  foreign  trees 
and  plants,  which  we  owe  princi¬ 
pally  to  Archibald  Duke  of  Ar- 
gyle,  contributed  effentially  to  the 
richnefs  of  colouring  fo  peculiar  to 
cur  modern  landfcape.  The  mix¬ 
ture  of  various  greens,  the  contrail 
of  forms  between  our  foreft-trees 
and  the  northern  and  Weft-Indian 
firs  and  pines,  are  improvements 
more  recent  than  Kent,  or  but  lit¬ 
tle  known  to  him.  The  weeping- 
willow  and  every  florid  fhrub,  each 
tree  of  delicate  or  bold  leaf,  are 
new  tints  in  the  compofition  of  out 

gardens*, 
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gardens.  The  laft  century  was 
certainly  acquainted  with  many  of 
thofe  rare  plants  we  now  admire. 
T  he  Weymouth-pine  has  long  been 
naturalized  here ;  the  patriarch 
plant  ftill  exifts  at  Longleat.  The 
light  and  graceful  acacia  was 
known  as  early  ;  witnefs  thofe  an¬ 
cient  Hems  in  the  court  of  Bedford- 
houfe  in  Bloomlbury-fquare :  and 
in  the  bifhop  of  London’s  garden 
it  Fulham  are  many  exotics  of 
very  ancient  date.  I  doubt  there¬ 
fore  whether  the  difficulty  of  pre- 
ferving  them  in  a  clime  fo  foreign 
to  their  nature  did  not  convince 
our  anceftors  of  their  inutility  in 
general,  unlefs  the  fhapelinefs  of 
the  lime  and  horfe-chefnut,  which 
accorded  fo  well  with  eftablilhed 
regularity,  and  which  thence  and 
from  their  novelty  grew  in  falhion, 
did  rot  occafton  the  negledl  of  the 
more  curious  plants. 

That  Kent’s  ideas  were  but  rare¬ 
ly  great,  was  in  fome  meafure 
owing  to  the  novelty  of  his  art.  It 
would  have  been  difficult  to  have 
tranfported  the  fry le  of  gardening 
at  once  from  a  few  acres  to  tum¬ 
bling  of  forelb  :  and  though  new 
falhions  often  lead  men  to  the  mod 
oppofite  exceffes,  it  could  not 
be  the  cafe  in  gardening,  where 
the  experiments  would  have  been 
fo  expenfive.  Yet  it  is  true 
too  that  the  features  in  Kent’s 
landfcapes  were  feidom  majeftic. 
H  is  clumps  were  puny,  he  aimed 
at  immediate  effect,  and  planted 
not  for  futurity.  One  fees  no  large 
woods  flcetched  out  by  his  direction. 
Nor  are  we  yet  entirely  rifen  above 
a  too  great  frequency  of  fmall 
dumps,  efpecially  in  the  elbows 
of  Terpentine  rivers.  How  com- 
aron  to  fee  three  or  four  beeches, 
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then  as  many  larches,  a  third  knot 
of  cypreffes,  and  a  revolution  of  ail 
three  !  Kent’s  laft  dehgns  were  io. 
a  higher  ftyle,  as  his  ideas  opened 
on  fuccefs.  The  north  terras  at 
Claremont  was  muchfuperior  to  the 
reft  of  the  garden, 

A  return  of  fome  particular 
thoughts  was  common  to  him  with 
other  painters,  and  made  his  hand 
known.  A  fmall  lake  edged  by 
a  winding  bank  with  fcattered  trees 
that  led  to  a  feat  at  the  head  of  the 
pond,  was  common  to  Claremont, 
Elher,  and  others  of  his  deligns. 
At  Elher, 

Where  Kent  and  nature  vied  for  Pelham’s 
love, 

the  profpe&s  more  than  aided  the 
painter’s  genius.  —  They  marked 
out  the  points  where  his  art  was 
neceffary  or  not;  but  thence  left 
his  judgment  in  poffeffion  of  all  its 
glory. 

Having  routed  ■profeJJ'ed  art,  for 
the  modern  gardener  exerts  his  ta¬ 
lents  to  conceal  his  art,  Kent,  like 
other  reformers,  knew  not  how 
to  flop  at  the  juft  limits.  He  had 
followed  nature,  and  imitated  her 
fo  happily,  that  he  began  to  think 
all  her  works  were  equally  proper 
for  imitation.  In  Kenlington-gar- 
den  he  planted  dead  trees,  to  give 
a  greater  air  of  truth  to  the  feene 
—but  he  was  foon  laughed  out  of 
this  excefs.  His  ruling  principle 
was,  that  nature  abhors  a firait  lias * 
— His  mimics,  for  every  genius 
has  his  apes,  feemed  to  think  that 
Ihe  could  love  nothing  but  what 
was  crooked.  Yet  fo  many  men  of 
taiie  of  all  ranks  devoted  them- 
felves  to  the  new  improvements, 
that  it  is  furprizing  how  much 
beauty  has  been  ftruck  out,  with, 
how  few  abfurdities,  Stiil  in  fome 
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lights  the  reformation  feems  to 
,  rne  to  have  been  pufhed  too  far. 
Though  an  avenue  croffing  a  park 
or  feparating  a  lawn,  and  inter¬ 
cepting  views  from  the  feat  to 
which  it  leads,  are  capital  faults, 
yet  a  great  avenue  *  cut  through 
woods/ perhaps  before  entering  a 
Dark,  has  a  noble  air.  In  other 
places  the  total  banifhment  of  all 
particular  neatnefs  immediately  a~ 
bout  a  ho ufe,  which  is  frequently 
left  gazing  by  itfelf  in  the  middle 
of  a  park,  is  a  defed.  Sheltered 
and  even  clofe  walks  in  fo  very 
uncertain  a  climate  as  ours,  are 
comforts  ill  exchanged  for  the  few 
pidurefque  days  that  we  enjoy  : 
and  whenever  a  family  can  pur¬ 
loin  a  warm  and  even  fomething 
of  an  old  fafhioned  garden  from 
the  landfcape  defigned  for  them  by 
the  undertaker  in  fafhion,  without 
interfering  with  the  pidture,  they 
will  find  fatisfa&ions  on  thole  days 
that  do  not  invite  Grangers  to  come 
and  fee  their  improvements. 

Fountains  have  with  great  rea- 
fon  been  banifhed  from  gardens  as 
unnatural  ;  but  it  furprizes  me 
that  they  have  not  been  allotted  to 
their  proper  pofitions,  to  cities, 
towns,  and  the  courts  of  great 
houfes,  as  proper  accompaniments 
to  archkedure,  and  as  works  of 
grandeur  in  themfelves.  Their 
decorations  admit  the  utmoil  in¬ 
vention,  and  when  the  waters  are 
thrown  up  to  different  ftages,  and 
tumble  over  their  border,  nothing 


has  a  more  impoling  or  a  more  re-* 
frelhing  found.  A  palace  demands 
its  externa]  graces  and  attributes, 
as  much  as  a  garden.  Fountains 
and  cyprefies  peculiarly  become 
buildings,  and  no  man  can  have 
been  at  Rome,  and  feen  the  vail 
bafons  of  marble  daihed  with  per¬ 
petual  cafcaaes  in  the  area  of  St. 
Peter’s,  without  retaining  an  idea 
of  take  and  fplendor.  Thole  in 
the  piazza  Navona  are  as  ufeful  as 
fublimely  conceived. 

Grottoes  in  this  climate  are  re¬ 
cedes  only  to  be  looked  at  tran- 
fiently.  When  they  are  regularly 
compofed  within  of  fymmetry  and 
architedlure,  as  in  Italy,  they  are 
only  fplendid  improprieties.  The 
moil  judicioully,  indeed  mol  for¬ 
tunately  placed  grotto,  is  that  at 
Stourhead,  where  the  river  burfts 
from  the  urn  of  its  god,  and  paffes 
on  its  courfe  through  the  cave. 

But  it  is  not  my  bufinefs  to  lay 
down  rules  for  gardens,  but  to  give 
the  hillory  of  them.  A  fyftem  of 
rules  puihed  to  a  great  degree  of 
refinement,  and  colieded  from  the 
bell  examples  and  pradice,  has 
been  lately  given  in  a  book  inti¬ 
tuled  Observations  on  modern  Gar¬ 
dening. 

The  author  divides  his  fubjed. 
into  gardens,  parks,  farms,  and 
ridings.  I  do  not  mean  to  hud 
fault  with  this  divifion.  Diredions 
are  requifite  to  each  kind,  and 
each  has  its  department  at  many 
of  the  great  feenes  from  whence 


*  Of  this  kind  one  of  the  moil  noble  is  that  of  Stanftead,  the  feat  of  the  Earl 
of  Halifax,  traverfing  an  ancient  wood  for  two  miles  and  bounded  by  the  fea. 
The  very  exteniive  lawns  at  that  feat,  richly  inclofed  by  venerable  beech  woods, 
and  chequered  by  fmgle  beeches  of  vail  fize,  particularly  when  you  (land  in  the 
portico  of  the  temple  and  furvey  the  landfcape  that  waftes  itfelf  in  rivers  of  bro¬ 
ken  fea,  recall  fuch  exad  pidures  of  Claud  Lorrain,  that  it  is  difficult  to  con¬ 
ceive  that  I19  did  not  paint  them  from  this  very  fpot. 
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lie  drew  his  obfervations.  In  the 
hiftoric  light,  I  diftinguifh  them 
into  the  garden  that  conne&s  it- 
felf  with  a  park,  into  the  orna¬ 
mented  farm,  and  into  the  foreft 
or  favage  garden.  Kent,  as  I  have 
Ihqwn,  invented  or  eftabiilhed  the 
firft  fort.  Mr.  Philip  Southcote 
founded  the  fecond  or  ferme  ornee, 
of  which  is  a  very  juft  defcription 
in  the  author  I  have  been  quoting. 
The  third  I  think  he  has  not 
enough  diftinguifhed.  I  mean 
that  kind  of  alpine  fcene,  com- 
pofed  almoft  wholly  of  pines  and 
firs,  a  few  birch',  and  ftich  trees 
as  aflimilate  with  a  favage  and 
mountainous  country.  Mr.  Charles 
Hamilton,  at  Pain’s-hill,  in  my 
opinion  has  given  a  perfect  exam¬ 
ple  of  this  mode  in  the  utrnoft 
boundary  of  his  garden.  All  is 
great,  and  foreign,  and  rude;  the 
ivalks  feem  not  defigned,  but  cut 
through  the  wood  of  pines  ;  and 
the  ftyle  of  the  whole  is  fo  grand, 
and  conducted  with  fo  ferious  an 
air  of  wild  and  uncultivated  ex¬ 
tent,  that  when  you  look  down 
on  this  feerning  foreft,  you  are 
amazed  to  Knd  it  contain  a  very 
few  acres.  In  general,  except  as 
a  fcreen  to  conceal  fome  deformi¬ 
ty,  or  as  a  (belter  in  winter,  I  am 
Slot  fond  of  total  plantations  of 
ever- greens.  Firs  in  particular 
form  a  very  ungraceful  fummit,  all 
broken  into  angles. 

Sir  Henry  Englefield  was  one  of 
the  firft  improvers  on  the  new  ftyle, 
and  fele&ed  with  fingular  taftethat 
chief  beauty  of  all  gardens,  pro- 
fpeft  and  fortunate  points  of  view. 
We  tire  of  all  the  painter’s  art 
when  it  wants  thefe  finifhing 
touches.  The  faireft  feenes,  that 
depend  on  themfelves  alone,  weary 
when  often  feen.  The  Doric  por- 
Vol.  XXIII. 


tico,  the  Palladian  bridge,  the 
Gothic  ruin,  the  Chinefe  pagoda, 
that  furprife  the  ftranger,  foon 
lofe  their  charms  to  their  furfeited 
mafter.  The  lake  that  floats  the 
valley  is  ftill  more  lifelefs,  and  its 
lord  ieldom  enjoys  his  expence  but 
when  he  fhews  it  to  a  vifiter.  But 
the  ornament  whole  merit  fooneft 
fades,  is  the  hermitage  or  fcene 
adapted  to  contemplation.  It  is 
almoft  comic  to  let  afide  a  quarter 
of  one’s  garden  to  be  melancholy 
in. 

The  moft  imminent  danger  that 
threatens  the  prefent,  as  it  has 
ever  done  all  tafte,  is  the  purfuit 
of  variety.  A  modern  French 
writer  has  in  a  very  affected  phrafe 
given  a  juft  account  of  this,  I  will 
call  it,  diftemper.  He  fays,  V en¬ 
nui  du  beau  amene  le  gout  du  fin  gu¬ 
tter.  The  noble  fimplicity  of  the 
Auguftanage  wasdriven  out  by  falie 
tafte.  The  gigantic,  the  puerile, the 
quaint,  and  at  lail  the  barbarous 
and  the  menkifh,  had  each  their 
fucceffive  admirers.  Mufic  has 
been  improved,  till  it  is  a  fcience 
of  tricks  and  Height  of  hand:  the 
fober  greatnefs  of  Titian  is  iofi, 
and  painting  ftnee  Carlo  Maratti, 
has  little  more  relief  than  Indian 
paper.  Barromini  twilled  and  curl¬ 
ed  architecture,  as  if  it  was  fub- 
jecl  to  change  of  faftiions  like 
a  head  of  hair.  If  we  once  lofe 
fight  of  the  propriety  of  landfcape 
in  our  gardens,  we  (hall  wander 
into  all  the  fantaftic  ftiarawadgis 
of  the  Chinefe.  We  have  difeo- 
vered  the  point  of  perfection.  We 
have  given  the  true  model  of  gar¬ 
dening  to  the  world:  let  other 
countries  mimic  or  corrupt  voar 
tafte;  but  let  it  reign  hereon  its 
verdant  throne,  original  by  its  ele¬ 
gant  fimplicity,  and  proud  of  no 
N  ©th«r 
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other  art  than  that  of  foftening  na¬ 
ture’s  harftineiTqs  and  copying  her 
graceful  touch. 

The  ingenious  author  of  the 
O’bfervations  on  modern  Garden¬ 
ing  is,  I  think,  too  rigid  when  he 
condemns  fome  deceptions,  be- 
caufe  they  have  been  often  ufed. 
If  thofe  deceptions,  as  a  feigned 
fieeple  of  a  diftant  church,  or  an 
unreal  bridge  to  difguife  the  ter¬ 
mination  of  water,  were  intended 
only  to  furprife.,  they  were  indeed 
tricks  that  would  not  bear  repeti¬ 
tion  ;  but  being;  intended  to  im- 
prove  the  landfcape,  are  no  more 
to  be  condemned  becaufe  common, 
than  they  would  be  if  employed 
1  by  a  painter  in  the  compolition  of 
a  pi&ure.  Ought  one  man’s  gar¬ 
den  to  be  deprived  of  a  happy  ob¬ 
ject,  becaufe  that  objeCt  has  been 
employed  by  another?  The  more 
we  exaCt  novelty,  the  fooner  our 
tafte  will  be  vitiated.  Situations 
are  every  where  fo  various,  that 
there  never  can  be  a  iamenefs, 
while  the  difpolidon  of  the  ground 
is  ftudied  and  followed,  and  every 
incident  of  view  turned  to  advan¬ 
tage. 

In  the  mean  time  how  rich,  how 
gay,  how  pi&urefque  the  face  of 
the  country !  The  demolition  of 
walls  laying  open  each  improve¬ 
ment,  every  journey  is  made 
through  a  fucceiTion  of  pictures  ; 
and  even  where  tahe  is  wanting  in 
the  fp at  improved,  the  general 
view  is  embellished  by  a  variety.  If 
no  relapfe  to  barbarifm,  formality, 
and  feclufiofi,  is  made,  what  land- 
icapes  will  dignify  every  quarter 
of  our  iHand,  when  the  daily  plan¬ 
tations  that  are  making  have  at¬ 
tained  venerable  maturity  1  A  Ipe- 
'  ci men  of  what  our  gardens  will  be, 
si  ay  be  i£en  at  Pet  worthy  where 
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the  portion  of  the  park  neared  thd 
houfe  has  been  allotted  to  the  mo¬ 
dern  ftyle.  It  is  a  garden  of  oaks 
two  hundred  years  old.  If  there 
is  a  fault  in  fo  augult  a  fragment 
of  improved  nature,  it  is,  that  the 
hze  of  the  trees  are  out  of  all  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  fhrubs  and  accompa¬ 
niments. 

It  was  fortunate  for  the  country 
and  Mr.  Kent,  that  he  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  very  able  mailer;  and 
did  living  artills  come  within  my 
plan,  I  Ihould  be  glad  to  do  jullice 
to  Mr.  Brown  ;  but  he  may  be  a 
gainer,  by  being  referved  for  fome 
abler  pen. 

In  general  it  is  probably  true, 
that  the  pofTelTor,  if  he  has  any 
taite,  mult  be  the  bell  deligner  of 
his  own  improvements.  He  fees 
his  lituation  in  all  feafons  of  the 
year,  at  all  times  of  the  day.  He 
knows  where  beauty  will  not  clalh. 
with  convenience,  and  obferves,  in 
his  lifent  walks  or  accidental  rides, 
a  thoufand  hints  that  mull  efcape 
a  perfon  who  in  a  few  days  fketches 
out  a  pretty  picture,  but  has  not 
had  leiuire  to  examine  the  details 
and  relations  of  every  part. 


On  Improving  the  Memory.  From 
a  Treat  if e  on  Education ,  by  Mr « 
Knox. 

AJ-A.HE  great  and  obvious  uti- 
jf  tility  of  the  memory,  has 
urged  the  ingenious  to  devife  arti¬ 
ficial  modes  ©fincrealing  its  power 
of  retention.  The  great  orator  of 
Rome,  whofe  judgment  and  ex¬ 
perience,  as  well  as  his  genius, 
give  great  weight  to  his  opinions 
on  didaftic  fubjeCts,  has  fpoken 
rather  favourably  of  the  memoria 
tecbniea,  or  artificial  memory.  But, 
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Tiotwithftanding  the  authority  of 
him,  and  of  other  truly  ingenious 
writers,  the  art  is  rather  to  be  con- 
iidered  as  a  curious  than  an  ufeful 
contrivance,  and  it  is  rejected  by 
Quintilian.  Few  have  really  avail¬ 
ed  themfelves  of  it  ;  and  many 
who  have  attempted  to  acquire  it, 
have  only  added  to  the  obfeurity  of 
their  conceptions  *. 

That  mode  of  improvement, 
then,  may  be  totally  laid  afide, 
and  may  be  numbered  among  the 
fanciful  inventions,  which  ferves  to 
amufe  the  idle  and  the  fpeculative, 
without  being-  reducible  to  gene- 
ral  and  practical  utility.  The  only 
infallible  method  of  augmenting  its 
powers,  is  frequent,  regular,  and 
weli-direCted  exercife  ;  fuch  exer- 
cife,  indeed,  as  it  is  commonly 
led  to  ufe  in  the  claffical  fchools, 
where  a  night  feldom  paftes  with¬ 
out  a  talk  appointed  for  the  exercife 

of  the  memorv. 

✓ 

In  order  to  improve  the  memo¬ 
ry,  it  is  necefiary  to  acquire  a 
confidence  in  it.  Many  render 
it  treacherous  by  fearing  to  truft 
it  ;  and  a  practice  has  arifen  from 
this  fear,  really  injurious,  though 


apparently  ufeful.  It  is  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  committing  to  writing  every 
thing  which  the  ftudent  remarks, 
and  defires  to  remember.  No¬ 
thing  is  more  common,  and  no¬ 
thing  more  effectually  fruftrates  the 
purpofe  it  means  to  promote  f.  It 
is  better  that  many  things  ihouldL 
be  loft,  than  retained  in  the  table- 
book,  without  confiding  in  the 
memory.  Like  a  generous  friend, 
the  memory  will  repay  habitual 
confidence  with  fidelity. 

There  are  injudicious  and  illi¬ 
terate  perfons,  who  confider  the 
cultivation  of  the  memory  as  the 
firft  objeCl  in  education.  They 
think  it  is  to  be  loaded  with  hilto- 
rical  minutiae,  and  with  chrono¬ 
logical  dates.  They  entertain  a 
mean  opinion  of  the  fcholar,  who 
cannot  recite  matters  of  faCt,  how¬ 
ever  trivial,  and  fpecify  the  year 
of  an  event,  however  doubtful  or 
infignificant.  They  expeCt  to  have 
the  chapter  and  verfe  mentioned 
on  every  citation,  and  are  more 
pleafed  with  that  little  accuracy, 
than  with  a  juft  recolleCtion  cf  a 
beautiful  paftage,  or  a  ftrikingfen- 
timent.  But  to  labour  to  remem- 


*  The  few  following  rules  have  been  given,  and  they  may  poftibly’be  ufe¬ 
ful.  1.  Si  longior  oratio  mandanda  fuerit  memoriae,  proderit,  tota  prius  fe¬ 
me!  leCla  et  intellects,  per  partes  edifeere.  2.  Juvabit,  iifdent,  quibus  ferip- 
leris,  chartis  edifceie.  3.  Tempus  matutinum  ionge  commodiuseftj  tamen 
perquam  utile  erit  pridie  vefperi,  priuiquam  dormitum  concedas,  femel  et  ite- 
rurn  percurrere  ea,  quae  poftridie  funt  edifcenda.  4.  Si  quidpiam  difficilms  ad- 
difeitur,  ill i  loco  non  erit  inutile  aiiquod  lignum  vel  notam  apponere,  cujus  re- 
cordatio  excittt  memoriam.  5.  Praeftat  non  tumultuarie  fed  declamando  fta- 
tim  et  cum  geftu  edifeere.  6.  Maxima  tamen  fabricanda:  et  fervandse  fibi  me- 
moriae  ars  eft  frequens  exercitatio.  See  John  Holmes*  Rhet. 

■f  Ilia,  quae  Icriptls  repofuimus,  velut  cuftodire  definimus,  et  ipfa  fecuritate 
dimittimus.  cThofe  things  which  '-we  have  once  committed  to  writing,  we  ceafe, 
as  it  were,  to  guard,  and  we  lofe  them  by  thinking  them  in  no  danger  of  being  lofa 
Quintilian. 

Miy ipt  <pv>dx.r)  TO  MH  EPA'l'EIN,  aAX1  ty.ypa. jQavssv.  lu  yap  tciv  ?a  ypu<p£tra  fh  owe 
tHTnertTv.  c£he  fur  eft  method  of  keeping  what  we  wifh  to  retain ,  is,  not  to  com¬ 
mit  it  to  writing,  but  to  truft  it  to  the  memory  ;  for  it  is  fcarcely  pojfible  that  written 
memoranda  Jhould  not  flip  from  the  mind . 

N  2  ber 
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ber  unideal  dates,  and  unintereft- 
ing  traftfadlions,  mull  ever  be  an 
Irkfome  ftudy  to  a  lively  genius ; 
and  he  who  ftiall  train  young  per- 
fons  in  this  laborious  track*  will 
give  them  a  difguft  for  literature. 
It  is  to  feed  them  with  the  hulks 
of  learning,  which,  as  they  are 
both  dry  and  hard,  afford  neither 
pleafure  nor  mouriPoment.  Let 
the  reading  be  pleafant  and  link¬ 
ing,  and  the  memory  will  grafp 
and  retain  all  that  is  Sufficient  for 
the  purpofes  of  valuable  improve¬ 
ment. 

There  is  one  circumftance  which 
Jias  had  an  unfavourable  influence 
on  afpiring  at  the  excellence  of  a 
retentive  memory.  An  idea  has 
prevailed,  that  memory  and  ge¬ 
nius  are  feldom  united.  To  be 
poffeifed  of  memory  in  a  great  de¬ 
gree,  has  led  fome  to  conclude, 
that  genius  was  deficient ;  and  all 
pretenfions  to  memory  have  been 
readily  facrificed  for  the  credit  of 
poiTeffing  genius.  Pope’s  famous 
lines,  in  which  he  fays,  that  the 
beams  of  a  warm  imagination  dif- 
fiolve  the  impreffions  on  the  me¬ 
mory,  feem  to  have  induced  thofe 
who  wilhed  to  be  thought  to  poffefs 
a  fine  imagination,  to  negledl  their 
memory,  in  order  to  poffefs  one 
fymptom  of  a  fine  imagination. 
But  I  believe  the  remark  of  the 
anconfiftency  of  great  genius  and 
great  memory,  is  not  univerfally 
true.  There  are  inftances,  among 
the  living*  as  well  as  the  dead, 
which  prove  fomething  againft  its 
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univerfality.  It  is,  however,  ofteii 
true. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that  nature 
has  made  a  difference  in  difpenfing 
the  power  of  retaining  ideas.  If 
we  may  believe  fome  accounts,  fhe 
has  fometimes  formed  prodigies  in 
this  fpecies  of  excellence.  Muret 
relates,  that  he  recited  words  to 
the  number  of  thirty-fix  thoufand, 
fome  of  them  without  meaning, 
to  a  young  man,  who  repeated 
them  all  immediately,  from  th» 
beginning  to  the  end,  and  from 
the  end  to  the  beginning,  in  the 
fame  order,  without  a  moment’s 
hefitation,  or  a  fingle  millake. 
Miraculous,  and  even  incredible, 
as  this  may  appear,  Muret  tells 
us,  there  were  innumerable  wit- 
nefies  to  the  truth  of  the  fadt,  and 
mentions  many  names  of  refpecl- 
able  perfons,  who  were  prefens 
at  the  repetition.  Many  other  in¬ 
fiances  might  be  feledted  from  au¬ 
thors  of  allowed  veracity  5  but 
they  are  fo  different  from  that 
which  falls  within  the  experience 
of  mankind  in  general,  as  fcarce- 
ly  to  gain  credit.  If  they  are  true, 
they  afford  encouraging  motives 
for  the  cultivation  of  a  faculty, 
which  has  fometimes  been  ad¬ 
vanced  to  fo  high  a  degree  of  per® 
fedlion  *. 

In  giving  great  attention  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  memory,  there 
is  danger  left  it  fhould  be  over¬ 
laden  with  minute  objedls ;  a  eir- 
cumftance  highly  injurious,  efpe® 
dally  in  the  courfe  of  education. 


*  Quintilian,  after  mentioning  fome  extraordinary  inftances  of  memory,  con-* 
eludes  with  this  judicious  remark  :  Dicebantur  etiam  effenunequi  facerent,  fed 
mihi  nunquam  lit  ipie  interefiem  contigit  ;  ha’benda  tamen  fides  eft  vel  in  ho 
tit*  qui  crediderit,  et  fperet.  It  is /aid  there  are  fome  who  can  do  fo  now  5  but 
newer  hawe  happened  to  meet  with  them ;  one  would ,  however ,  believe  it ,  if  if 
•were  only  for  this  reafon *  that  he  who  bell  ewes  that  fucb  things  have  been ,  may 
hope  that  they  may  be  again* 


N. 
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Let  it  therefore  be  confidered, 
that  a  good  memory*,  according 
to  a  fimilitude  of  Erafmus,  refem- 
bles  a  net  fo  made  as  to  confine  all 
the  great  filh,  but  to  let  the  little 
ones  efcape. 


On  the  literary  Education  of  Women. 
From  the  fame . 

THERE  are  many  prejudices 
entertained  againft  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  learned  lady  ;  and  per¬ 
haps  if  all  ladies  were  profound¬ 
ly  learned,  fome  inconveniences- 
might  arife  from  it ;  but  I  mult 
Own  it  does  not  appear  to  me, 
that  a  woman  will  be  rendered 
lefs  acceptable  in  the  world,  or 
worfe  qualified  to  perform  any 
part  of  her  duty  in  it,  by  having 
employed  the  time  from  fix  to 
fixteen,  in  the  cultivation  of  her 
mind.  Time  enough  will  remain, 
after  a  lew  hours  every  day  fpent 
in  reading,  for  the  improvement 
of  the  perfon,  and  the  acquifition 
of  the  ufual  accomplishments. 
With  refpeCl  to  thefe  accomplifh- 
ments,  I  will  not  prefume  to  direCt 


the  method  of  purfuing  them.  I 
will  not  fo  far  intrude  on  a  pro¬ 
vince,  which  by  no  means  belongs 
to  me.  The  ladies  themfelves, 
and  their  inftruClors,  want  no  di¬ 
rections  in  matters  of  external  or¬ 
nament,  the  end  of  which  is  to 
pleafe  on  intuition.  However  ar¬ 
rogant  the  men  have  been  in  their 
claims  of  fuperiority,  they  have 
ufually  allowed  the  ladies  the  pof- 
feffion  of  a  delicate  tafte  in  the 
improvement  and  perception  of  all 
kinds  of  beauty. 

The  literary  education  of  women 
ought  indifputably  to  be  varied 
according  to  their  fortunes,  and 
their  expectations.  Much  refine¬ 
ment,  and  a  take  for  books,  will 
injure  her,  whofe  time,  from  pru¬ 
dential  motives,  muft  be  entirely 
engrofied  by  ceconomy.  Few  wo¬ 
men  are  indeed  exempted  from  all 
attention  to  domeftic  care.  But 
yet  the  unmarried,  and  thofe  who 
enjoy  opulence,  find  many  inter¬ 
vals  which  they  often  devote  to 
fome  fpecies  of  reading.  And 
there  is  no  doubt,  but  that  the 
reading  would  be  feleCted  with 
more  judgment,  and  would  afford 
more  pleafure  and  advantage,  if 


*  Some  perfons  feem  to  think,  that  a  good  memory  confifts'  in  retaining 
dates  and  minute  particulars  5  but  I  believe,  that  though  a  reader  remembers 
but  few  dates,  and  few  minute  particulars,  he  may  yet  retain  all  the  neceftary 
general  ideas  and  valuable  conclufons.  He  will  fee  a  wide  and  beautiful  ar¬ 
rangement  of  important  obje&s  ;  while  another  who  (loops  to  pick  up  and 
prel'erve  every  trifle,  will  hav‘e  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground.  It  is  npt  enough 
that  the  mind  can  re-produce  juft  what  it  has  received  from  reading,  and  no 
more  5  it  muft  re-produce  it  digefted,  altered,  improved,  and  refined.  Read¬ 
ing,  like  food,  muft  (hew  its  efteCis  in  promoting  growth  ;  fince,  according 
to  a  ftriking  remark  of  EpiCletus,  tA  irp^ara,  lv  ^opfoy  <fdp$yr«i,  to iq  vroiute-iv 
tmteiHVvu,  tioioa  *£<J>ArEN*  aXXaTW  vopv/'Eia.  IIE¥ANTA,  *  TAAA. 

Sheep  do  not  Jhoyj  the  Jhepherd  how  much  they  have  eaten ,  by  producing  the  grafs 
If  If  \  but  after  they  have  inwardly  digefed  thepafure>  they  produce  outwardly 
wool  and  milk , 

N  3  ths 

V  *  *  '  ^ 
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the  tafle  were  formed  by  early 
culture 

I  will  then  venture  to  recom¬ 
mend,  that  ladies  of  this  defcrip- 
tion  Ihould  have  a  clamcal  edu¬ 
cation.  But  let  not  the  reader  be 
alarmed.  I  mean  not  to  advife, 
that  they  Ihould  be  initiated,  with¬ 
out  exception,  in  Greek  and  Latin  ; 
but  that  they  Ihould  be  well  and 
early  acquainted  with  the  French 
and  the  Englilh  dallies. 

As  ib on  as  they  can  read  with 
fluency,  let  them  begin  to  learn 
Lowth’s  Grammar,  and  to  read 
at  the  fame  time  fome  very  eafy 
and  elegant  author,  with  a  view  to 
exemplify  the  rules.  They  Ihould 
learn  a  part  in  grammar  every 
morning,  and  then  proceed  to  read 
a  lelTon  ;  jufl:  in  the  manner  ob- 
ferved  in  claffical  fchools  in  learn¬ 
ing  Latin.  Aftfer  a  year  fpent  in 
this  method,  if  the  luccefs  is  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  time,  they  Ihould  ad¬ 
vance  to  French,  and  ftudy  that 
language  exactly  in  the  fame  mode. 
In  the  French  grammar,  it  will 
not  be  necefiary  to  go  through 
thofe  particulars  which  are  com¬ 
mon  to  the  grammars  of  all  lan¬ 
guages,  and  which  have  been 
learned  in  ftudying  Englilh. 

Several  years  Ihould  be  fpent  in 
this  elementary  procefs ;  and  when 
the  fcholar  is  perfectly  acquainted 
with  orthography  and  grammar, 
ihe  may  then  proceed  to  the  cul¬ 
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tivation  of  take.  Milton,  Add!- 
fon,  and  Pope,  mull  be  the  Hand¬ 
ing  models  in  Englilh  ;  Boileau, 
Fontenelle  f ,  and  Vertot,  in. 
French  ;  and  I  wifh  thefe  to  be 
attended  to  folely  for  a  consider¬ 
able  time.  Many  inconveniences 
arife  from  engaging  young  minds 
in  the  perufal  of  too  many  books. 
After  thefe  authors  have  been  read 
over  with  attention,  and  with  a 
critical  obfervation  of  their  beau¬ 
ties,  the  fcholar  may  be  permitted 
to  felebt  any  of  the  approved  wri¬ 
ters  of  France  and  England,  f&r 
her  own  improvement.  She  will 
be  able  to  feledl  with  fome  judg¬ 
ment,  and  will  have  laid  a  founda¬ 
tion  which  will  bear  a  good  fuper- 
ftru&ure.  Her  mind,  if  ihe  has 
been  fuccefsful  in  this  courfe,  wfill 
have  imbibed  an  elegance  which 
will  naturally  difFufe  itfelf  over  her 
converfation,  addrefs,  and  beha¬ 
viour.  It  is  well  known,  that 
internal  beauty  contributes  much, 
to  perfect  external  grace.  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  will  alfo  be  favourable  to 
virtue,  and  will  operate  greatly 
in  retraining  from  any  conduct 
grofsly  indelicate,  and  obviouily 
improper.  Much  of  the  profligacy 
of  female  manners  has  proceeded 
from  a  levity  cccafioned  by  a  want 
of  a  proper  education.  She  who 
has  mo  take  for  well  written  books, 
will  often  be  at  a  lofs  how  to  fpend 
her  timej;  and  the  confequenoes 


*  (C  The  girl  is  altogether  kept  from  exercifes  of  good  learning  and  know¬ 
ledge  of  good  letters,  or  die  fne  is  fo  liouleled  in  amorous  bookes,  vaine 
Rories,  and  fonde  trifling  fancies,  &c.”  E.  Hake's  Touchlione  for  the  time 
prefers.  See  the  paflage  quoted  in  the  ingenious  Mr.  T.  Warton’s  Hiflory  of 
Englilh  Poetry. 

■f  Though  Fontenelle  is  accufed  by  the  critics  of  deviating  a  little  from  the 
claflical  ftaodard,  he  is  yet  a  very  pleafing  writer. 

X  How  happy  is  it  t©  know  how  to  live  with  onefelf,  to  find  onefelf 
again  with  pleafure,  to  leave  onefelf  with  regret!  The  world  then  is  lefs  ne- 
e elfary  to  one.  •  Marchioness  tie  Lambert. 
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of  fuch  a  ftate  are  too  frequent  not 
to  be  known,  and  too  fatal  not  to 
be  avoided. 

Whenever  a  young  lady  in  eafy 
circumftances  appears  to  polfefs  a 
genius,  and  an  inclination  for 
learned  purfuits,  I  will  venture  to 
fay,  fhe  ought,  if  her  fituation  and 
connexions  permit,  to  be  early 
inftruXed  in  the  elements  of  Latin 
and  Greek.  Pier  mind  is  certainly 
as  capable  of  improvement,  as 
that  of  the  other  fex.  The  in- 
llances  which  might  be  brought  to 
prove  this,  are  all  too  well  known 
to  admit  of  citation.  And  the 
method  to  be  purfued  mull  be  ex¬ 
actly  the  fame  as  that  which  is 
ufed  in  the  private  tuition  of  boys, 
when  judicioufly  conduced. 

And  here  I  cannot  refrain  from 
adding,  that  though  I  difapprove, 
for  the  moll  part,  of  private  tuition 
for  boys,  yet  I  very  ferioufly  re¬ 
commend  it  to  girls,  with  little 
exception.  All  fenfible  people 
agree  in  thinking,  that  large  fe- 
minaries  of  young  ladies,  though 
managed  with  all  the  vigilance* 
and  caution  which  human  abilities 
can  exert,  are  in  danger  of  great 
corruption.  Vanity  and  vice  will 
be  introduced  by  fome  among  a 


large  number,  and  the  contagion 
foon  fpreads  with  irrefiftible  vio¬ 
lence.  Who  can  be  fo  proper  an 
inftruXor  and  guardian,  as  a  ten¬ 
der  and  a  fenfible  mother  ?  Where 
can  virgin  innocence  and  delicacy 
be  better  protected,  than  under  a 
parent’s  roof,  and  in  a  father’s 
and  a  brother’s  bofom  ?  Certainly 
no  where,  provided  that  the  pa¬ 
rents  are  fenfible  and  virtuous,  and 
that  the  houfe  is  free  from  im¬ 
proper  or  dangerous  connexions. 
But  where  the  parents  are  much, 
engaged  in  pleafure,  or  in  bufn 
nefs  ;  where  they  are  ignorant  or 
vicious ;  where  a  family  is  expofed 
to  the  vifits  or  conftant  company 
of  libertine  young  perfons  ;  there 
it  is  certainly  expedient  to  place  a 
daughter  under  the  care  of  fome 
of  thofe  judicious  matrons,  who 
prefide  over  the  fchools  in  or  near 
the  metropolis.  But  I  believe  it 
often  happens,  that  young  ladies 
are  fent  from  their  parent’s  eye, 
to  thefe  feminaries,  principally 
with  a  view  to  form  connexions. 
I  leave  it  to  the  heart  of  a  feeling 
father  to  determine,  whether  it  is 
not  cruel  *  to  endanger  the  morals 
of  his  offspring  for  the  fake  of 
interelt  f. 

Reflexions 


*  It  mu  ft  be  remembered,  that  only  thofe  parents  can  incur  this  cenfure, 
who  keep  their  daughters  at  fchool  after  a  certain  age. 

f  One  of  the  itrongeft  arguments  in  favour  of  the  literary  education  of 
women,  is,  that  it  enables  them  to  fuperintend  the  domeftic  education  of  their 
children  in  the  earlier  periods,  efpecially  of  daughters.  We  are  told,  in  the 
very  elegant  dialogue  on  the  caufes  of  the  decline  of  eloquence,  that  it  was  the 
glory  of  the  antient  Roman  matrons,  to  devote  themfelves  to  oeconomy,  and 
the  care  of  their  children’s  education.  Jamprimum  filius  ex  cafta  parente 
natus,  non  in  cella  emptce  nutricls  educabatur,  feci  in  gremio  ac  finu  matris, 
cujus  praecipua  laus  erat,  tueri  domum  et  infervire  liberis.  .  .  .  Sic  Corneliam 
Gracchorum,  fie  Aureliam  Julii  Csefaris,  lie  Attiam  Augufti  matrem,  prse- 
fuifie  educationibus  liberofum  accepimus.  As  foon  as  a  fon  was  born  of  a  chafte 
; -parent ,  he  was  not  brought  up  in  the  cottage  of  fome  hireling  nurfe ,  but  in  the 
lap  and  the  bofom  of  his  mother,  wbofe  principal  merit  it  was  to  take  care 
of  the  houfe ,  and  to  devote  h  erf  elf  to  the  fervice  of  ike  children .  •  .  0  Thus  are 
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Refleflions  on  the  Diftrejfes  of  the  P  oor . 

<r~iT's-  H  E  fa£t  which  is  here  re- 
S.  lated,  and  the  reflections  to 
which  it  gave  rife,  are  too  sntereft- 
jing  to  require  any  excufe  for  their 
being  taken  from  one  of  the  moll 
chafte  and  inftru&ive  mifcellanies 
of  the  age 

yERE  there  no  mifery  or  diftrefs 
in  the  worjd,  there  would  be 
few  occalions  for  exercifing  that  be¬ 
nevolence,  which  excites  gratitude 
and  thankfulnefs  on  one  hand,  and 
the  tender  emotions  of  fympathy 
and  humanity  on  the  other.  Con- 
fcious  as  we  are,,  that  no  one  is 
exempt  from  the  painful  vicifli- 
tudes  of  life,  and  that  the  bleffed 
to-day  may  to-morrow  experience 
a  bitter  reverfe  ;  the  child  of  woe 
is  always  an  objedt  of  commifera- 
tipn,  and  fnould,  excite  in  our. 
hearts  that  kind  of  companion, 
and  obtain  that  aid  from  us,  which 
we  lliould  look  for,  were  fuch 
afHi&ions  fuffersd  to  overtake  u,s. 
Various  are  th,e  occalions  tQ 


excite  the  fympathetic  feelings  cf 
the  human  heart,  for  diftrefs  ap¬ 
pears  in  a  thoufand  ftiapes  ;  but 
perhaps  there  are  none  more  de¬ 
serving  of  our  attention,  than  ab- 
je£t  poverty,  particularly  at  this 
time,  when  the  inclemency  of  the 
feafon  requires  additional  ex¬ 
pen  ces,  and  when  families,  who 
have  been  fupported  by  induftry 
and  labour,  are  many  of  them 
robbed  of  this  fupport  by  the  exi¬ 
gences  of  war,  and  compelled  to 
depend  upon  the  fcanty  and  pre¬ 
carious  affiftance  of  the  parifh. 
Many  who  are  permitted  to  con¬ 
tinue  with  their  families  are 
obliged  to  labour  in  all  the  fevere 
changes  of  weather,  and  are  con- 
fe.quently  more  liable  to  violent 
difeafes  and  aggravated  want* 
'l  heir  families  are  often  numerous,, 
their  habitations  clofe  and  con-* 
fined,  and,  when  a  fever  or  any 
infectious  difeafe  is  once  intro¬ 
duced,  it  extends  its  malignity, 
and  augments  defolation  and  mi¬ 
fery  :  for  the  arnx  of  the  father* 


we  tdd,  Comelja ,  the  mother  of  the  Gracchi ,  thus  Aurelia,  of  Julius  Cafzr% 
thus  Attja ,  of  Align f  us,  preftded  o<ver  the  education  of  their  children.  And  with 
refpeft  to  its  not  being  the  cuftotn  to  teach  ladies  Latin,  we  may  fay  in  the 
words  of  the  learned  Matron  in  Erafmus,  Quid  mihi  citas  vulgum,  peffimum 
rei  gerendse  auclorem  i  Quid  mihi  confuetudmem,  omnium  malarum  reruin 
magi  ft  ram  ?  Optimis  afiuefcendum :  ita  fiet  folitum,  quod  erat  infolitum  ;  et 
fuave  fiet,  quod  erat  iniuave  5  fiet  decorum,  quod  videbatur  indecorum.  Why 
do  you  tell  me  of  the  generality  of  people,  the  c very  worft  pattern  of  conduB  J* 
Why  do  you  talk  to  me  op  the  cuftom,  the  teacher  of  all  that  is  bad  P  Jet  us 
ac  cuftom  ourfelves  to  that  which  we  know  is  heft.  So,  that  will  become  ufual 
which  was  unufual  5  and  that  will  become  agreeable  which  was  'dif agreeable , 
and  that  faftnonable  which  appeared  unfajhionable. 

He  of  whom  antiquity  boafts  itfelf  as  of  the  wifeft  of  mortals,  was  inftruCted 
in  many  elegant  and  profound  fubjefts  of  learning  by  a  lady. 

Act cc acrid  fxiv  rci  h  oy<pn  rev  '  XwJtpaTOUC  ch&a,crnaXog  row  pvropsxZv  Xoy&>v,  AftpajlUy 
the  learned  lady,  was  the  preceptrefs  of  Socrates  in  rhetoric .  Athenjeus. 

nxd'TMV  v  lopyyk rr,y  vnzp  avrvg  rd  TroXmxa.  Plato  fays  that 

Socrates  learned  politics  of  her.  H  a rpoc  ration. 

See  fome  excellent  remarks  on  the  fubjedt  of  giving  daughters  a  learned  edu¬ 
cation,  in  Eraf.  Epift.  to  Budaeus,  cited  in  Jortin’s  Eraf.  vol.  ii.  p.  3 66. 
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qppn  which  a  family  of  helplefs 
children  naturally  depend  for  fup- 
port,  is  thus  equally  prollrate 
with  the  babe  at  th^  bread.  Sick- 
nefs  under  every  exterior  comfort 
excites  our  folicitude  and  concern  ; 
but  what  a  pi&ure  of  human  woe 
is  exhibited,  when  want,  penury, 
and  pain,  conftitute  the  pillow  ! 

The  benevolence  of  this  nation 
is  great  beyond  comparifon;  and, 
when  real  diftrefs  is  known,  fome 
tender  bofom  overflows  with  com¬ 
fort  and  fuccour;  but  the  chief 
examples  of  mifery  are  unknown 
and  unrelieved ;  many  there  are 
too  diffident  to  apply  for  aid,  or 
ignorant  how  to  do  it ;  fome  of 
thefe  pine  away  in  folitary  want, 
till  death  ciofes  their  fufferings  : 
numbers,  however,  rather  than 
filently  fuffer  their  hnlbands,  their 
wives,  and  their  children,  utterly 
to  perilh,  fupplicate  our  aid  in 
the  public  fireets  and  private  a- 
venues ;  but,  unfortunately  for 
them,  the  prevalent  opinion,  that 
there  is  fomewhere  abundant  pro- 
vifion  for  the  poor,  and  that  idle- 
nefs,  not  neceffity,  prompts  their 
petitions,  induces  many  to  refufe 
that  pittance,  which  would  prove 
no  lofs  to  themfelves,  and  in  fome 
inftances  might  fave  a  life. 

In  fome  difeafes  the  attack  is 

<  * ,  . 

violent,  and  the  progrefs  rapid ; 
and  before  the  fettlement  of  a 
poor  helplefs  object  can  be  afcer- 
tained,  death  decides  the  con- 
troverfy. 

I  know  that  many  undeserving 
objects  intrude  upon  the  benevo¬ 
lent,  to  the  injury  of  real  diftrefs  ; 
but,  rather  than  thofe  fhould 
fuffer  all  the  pangs  of  mifery  un¬ 
pitied  aud  unaided,  fome  enquiry 
might  be  made,  and  their  cafe 
afceruined :  were  this  tried,  it 

«  •  .  •  * .  *4  >.  <  • 


would  frequently  bring  us  ac¬ 
quainted  with  fituations  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  mifery  which  cannot 
be  defcribed :  acquaintance  with 
fuch  fcenes  of  human  woe  would 
equally  excite  thankfulnefs  for 
ourfelves,  and  companion  for  our 
fellow-creatures,  who  are  vifited 
with  fufferings  and  pangs  from 
which  we  have  hitherto  been  pro¬ 
videntially,  if  not  undefervedly, 
preferved. 

Thefe  fentiments  were  the  re- 
fult  of  a  morning  walk  in  the  me¬ 
tropolis,  which  introduced  the 
writer  into  fome  fituations  of  real 
life,  the  relation  of  which,  he 
trufts,  will  not  be  unacceptable 
to  thofe  benevolent  minds,  who 
think 

To  pity  human  woe 
Is  what  the  happy  to  the  unhappy  owe. 

A  Morning  Walk  in  the  Metropolis . 

<c  About  the  beginning  of  De¬ 
cember,  on  going  out  of  my  houfe- 
door,  I  was  accofted  by  a  tall  thin 
man,  whofe  countenance  exhibited 
fuch  a  pidiure  of  diftrefs  and  po¬ 
verty  as  fixed  my  attention,  and 
induced  me  to  enquire  into  his 
fituation.  He  informed  me  that 
he  was  a  day-labourer,  juft  reco¬ 
vering  from  flcknefs,  and  that  fee¬ 
ble  as  he  then  was,  in  order  to 
procure  fuftenance  for  a  fick  family 
at  home,  he  was  compelled  to  feek 
for  work,  and  to  exert  himfelf 
much  beyond  his  ftrength  ;  and  he 
added,  that  he  lived  in  a  court 
called  Little  Greenwich,  in  Al- 
derfgate-ftreet.  This  poor  obje£l 
feemed  to  feel  diftrefs  too  deeply  to 
be  an  impottor:  and  I  could  not 
avoid  be.ftowing  fome  means  of 
obviating  his  prefent  want,  for 
which  he  retired  bowing,  with 
tears  iu  his’  eyes  $  but  when  he 
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get  out  of  fight,  his  image  was 
prefent  with  me  :  I  was  then  furry 
that  my  generofty  had  not  been 
equal  to  my  feniibility,  and  this 
induced  me  to  attempt  finding  out 
his  family.  He  had  mentioned 
that  his  name  was  Foy,  and  by  the 
information  he  gave  me,  1  difeo- 
yered  his  miferable  habitation  s 
with  difficulty  L  found  my  way  up 
a  dark  paftage  and  fair -cafe  to  a 
little  chamber  furnifhed  with  one 
bedhead  ;  an  old  box  was  the  only 
article  that  anfvvered  the  purpofe 
of  a  chair,  the  furniture  of  the 
bed  confided  of  a  piece  of  old 
ticken,  and  a  worn-out  blanket, 
which  conftituted  the  only  couch, 
except  the  floor,  whereon  this 
affi idled  family  could  .recline  their 
heads  to  red :  and  what  a  feene 
did  they  prefent!  Near  the  centre 
©f  the  bed  lay  the  mother  with 
half  a  fhift,  and  covered  as  high  as 
the  middle  with  the  blanket.  She 
was  incapable  of  telling  her  com¬ 
plaints — The  fpittle,  for  want  of 
some  fluid  to  moiflen  her  mouth, 
bad  dried  upon  her  lips,  which 
were  black,  as  were  likewife  the 
gums,  the  concomitants  of  a  pu¬ 
trid  fever,  the  diforder  under  which 
fee  laboured.  At  another  end  of 
the  blanket  was  extended  a  girl 
about  five  years  old  ;  it  had  rolled 
from  under  this  covering,  and  was 
totally  naked,  except  its  back,  on 
which  a  blider  plader  was  tied  by 
a  piece  of  packthread  eroded  over 
its  bread  5  and,  though  labouring 
under  this  dreadful  fever,  the  poor 
creature  was  afleep.  On  one  fide 
of  its  mother  lay  a  naked  boy, 
about  two  years  old  ;  this  little 
innocent  was  likewife  deeping. 
On  the  other  fide  of  the  mother, 
on  the  floor,  or  rather  on  an  old 
box,  lay  a  girl  about  twelve  years 


old ;  fhe  was  in  part  covered  with 
her  gown  and  petticoat,  but  fhe 
had  no  fhift.  The  fever  had  not 
bereaved  her  of  her  fences :  fhe 
was  perpetually  moaning  out,  “  I 
(hall  die  of  third,  pray  give  me 
feme  water  to  drink. 55  Near  her 
flood  another  girl,  about  four  years 
old,  bare-footed  :  her  whole  co¬ 
vering  was  a  loofe  piece  of  petti¬ 
coat  thrown  over  her  fhouiders  ; 
and  to  this  infant  it  was  that  her 
filler  was  crying  for  water. 

I  now  experienced  how  greatly 
the  fight  of  real  mifery  exceeds 
the  description  of  it.  What  a  con¬ 
trail  did  this  feene  exhibit  to  the 
plenty  and  elegance  which  reigned 
within  the  extent  of  a  few  yards 
only— -for  this  miferable  receptacle 
was  oppofite  to  the  fiately  edifice 
of  an  honourable  alderman,  and 
dill  nearer  were  many  fpacious 
houfes  and  drops. 

I  have obferved,  that  the  daugh¬ 
ter  who  was  dretched  on  the  door 
was  dill  able  to  fpeak.  She  told 
me  that  foinething  was  the  matter 
with  her  mother’s  fide,  and  afked 
me  to  look  at  it.  I  turned  up  an 
edge  of  the  blanket,  and  found 
that  a  very  large  mortification  had 
taken  place,  extending  from  the 
middle  of  her  body  to  the  middle 
of  the  thigh,  and  of  a  hand’s 
breadth  ;  the  length  was  upwards 
of  half  a  yard,  and  to  flop  its 
prog  refs  nothing  had  been  applied. 
It  was  a  painful  fight  to  behold  ; 
and  many  not  lefs  painful  exid  in 
this  metropolis.  I  procured  me¬ 
dical  afiiilance  immediately,  and 
for  a  trifling  gratuity  got  a  neigh¬ 
bour  to  nurfe  the  family.  The 
church- warden,  to  whom  I  made 
application,  heard  their  hifiory 
with  concern,  and  added  his  hu¬ 
mane  aid,  to  refeue  from  death  a 

poor 
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poor  and  almoft  expiring  family. 
I  have,  however,  the  pleafure  to 
conclude  this  relation  of  thpir  un- 
fpeakable  didrefs,  by  communi¬ 
cating  their  total  deliverance  from 
it,  which,  I  think,  may  be  juilly 
attributed  to  the  timely  affiHance 
adminiitered. 

London ,  Jan.  6,  1780. 

J.  C.  Lettsom.” 


Dcfcription  cf  PompeyT  Pillar ,  in 
the  Neighbourhood  of  Alexandria, 
In  Egypt,  and  an  Anecdote  of  fome 
Englifh  Sea  Officers  there.  From 
IrwinV  Voyage  up  the  Red  Sea. 

IN  the  afternoon  a  large  party 
of  us  Tallied  out  to  take  a  view 
of  Pompey’s  Pillar,  the  theme  of 
the  prefent  age,  and  the  admiration 
of  palt  times !  Befides  my  compa¬ 
nions  and  myfelf,  we  were  joined 
by  the  two  Englifh  commanders  of 
the  fhips  in  the  harbour,  and  Mon- 
iieur  Meillon,  and  feme  young 
gentlemen  of  the  French  factory. 
We  mounted  the  firH  affes  that 
prefented  themfelves  for  hire,  and, 
attended  by  our  Janizary,  took  the 
courfe  we  purfued  yeilerday.  We 
left  the  convent  on  our  right,  and 
prefently  came  among  broken 
arches  and  long  pavements,  which 
are  the  remains  of  an  aqueduct. 
Several  towers  reared  up  their  dif- 
inantled  heads  on  each  fide  of  us, 
v/hofe  appearance  pronounces  them 
to  have  been  polls  of  great  im¬ 
portance  and  Hrength.  A  number 
of  Hately  pillars  next  engaged  our 
attention.  They  are  placed  in 
two  parallel  lines,  and  feem  to 
have  formerly  fupported  fome 
magnificent  portico.  The  pillars 
are  of  granite,  or  Thebaic  marble. 
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and  about  thirty  feet  high,  of  a 
fingle  ftone  ;  and  we  counted  no 
lefs  than  thirty  of  them  Hill  Hand¬ 
ing.  But  however  choice  thefe 
columns  might  be  in  any  other 
place,  they  were  but  foils  to  the 
pillar  which  now  appeared  before 
tis.  We  had  been  buried  amid 
the  ruins  and  the  hills  of  fand, 
which  the  winds  have  thrown  up, 
when,  leaving  the  city  by  the  gate 
of  Rofeto,  we  came  unexpectedly 
upon  the  Pillar.  It  is  impoflible 
to  tell  which  is  moll  worthy  of  ad¬ 
miration,  the  height,  the  work- 
manfhip,  or  the  condition  of  this 
pillar.  By  the  bell  accounts  we 
can  obtain,  it  is  an  hundred  and 
ten  feet  high.  The  fhaft,  which  is 
of  a  fingle  Hone  of  granite,  is 
ninety  feet,  and  the  pedeHal  is 
twenty  feet  more.  It  is  of  the 
Corinthian  order,  which  gives  a 
beautiful  dignity  to  its  fimplicity, 
rarely  to  be  met  with  in  modern 
architecture.  It  has  fufiered  little 
or  no  injury  from  time.  The  po¬ 
ll  fh  upon  the  fhaft  has  wonderfully 
withHood  the  buffeting  of  the  tem¬ 
ped  ;  and  it  prornifes  to  hand  down 
a  patriot  name  to  the  late  poHerity 
of  the  ignorant  native,  who  has  no 
other  trace  of  the  fame  of  Pompey ! 
The  pedeHal  has  been  fomewhat 
damaged  by  the  inHruments  of  tra¬ 
vellers,  who  are  curious  to  pofiefs  a 
relic  of  this  antiquity;  and  one  of 
the  volutes  of  the  column  was  im- 
maturely  brought  down  about  four 
years  ago,  by  a  prank  of  fome  Eng- 
lifii  Captains,  which  is  too  ludi¬ 
crous  to  pafs  over. 

Thefe  jolly  fons  of  Neptune  had 
been  pufhing  about  the  cann  on 
board  one  of  the  fhips  in  the  har¬ 
bour,  untii  a  ftrange  freak  entered 
into  one  of  their  brains.  The 
k  -•  eccentricity 
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eccentricity  of  the  thought  occa¬ 
sioned  it  immediately  to  be  adopt¬ 
ed  5  and  its  apparent  impoiTibility 
was  but  a  fpur  for  putting  it  into 
execution.  d  he  boat  was  ordered, 
and,  with  proper  implements  for 
the  ’  attempt,  thefe  enterprizing 
heroes  puihed  aftiore,  to  drink  a 
howl  of  punch  on  the  top  of  Pom- 
p-ey’s  Pillar  !  At  the  fpot  they  ar¬ 
rived  ;  and  many  contrivances 
were  propofed  to  accomplifli  the 
defined  point.  But  their  labour 
was  vain  ;  and  they  began  to  de¬ 
spair  of  fuccefs,  when  the  genius 
who  ftruck  out  the  frolic  happily 
fuggefted  the  means  of  performing 
it.  A  man  was  difpatched  to  the 
city  for  a  paper  kite.  The  inha¬ 
bitants  were  by  this  time  apprized 
of  what  was  going  forward,  and 
flocked  in  crowds  to  be  witneftes  of 
the  addrefs  and  boldnefs  of  the 
Englilh.  The  Governor  of  Alex¬ 
andria  was  told  that  thefe  feamen 
were  about  to  pull  down  Pompey?s 
Pillar.  But  whether  he  gave  them 
creditfor  their  refpedt  to  the  Roman 
warrior,  or  to  the  Turkifh  govern¬ 
ment,  he  left  them  to  themfelves, 
md  politely  anfwered,  that  the 
Englitb  were  too  great  patriots  to 
injure  the  remains  of  Poropey. 
He  knew  little,  however,  of  the 
difpofmon  of  the  people  who  were 
engaged  in  this  undertaking.  Had 
the  Turkifh  empire  n?fe  in  oppo¬ 
sition,  it  would  not,  perhaps,  at 
that  moment  have  deterred  them. 
The  kite  was  brought,  and  Hewn 
fo  directly  over  the  pillar,  that 
when  it  fell  on  the  other  fide,  the 
firing  lodged  upon  the  capital, 
'The  chief  obftacle  was  now  over¬ 
come.  A  two-inch  rope  was  tied 
to  one  end  of  the  firing,  and 
drawn  over  the  pillar  by  the  end 
to  which  the  kite  was  afk^ecL  By 
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this  rope  one  of  the  feamen  afeendr 
ed  to  the  top,  and  in  lefs  than  an. 
hour  a  kind  of  fhroud  was  con- 
ftru&ed,  by  which  the  whole  com¬ 
pany  went  up,  and  drank  their 
punch  amid  the  fhouts  of  the 
&ftomlhed  multitude,  To  the  eye 
below,  the  capital  of  the  pillar 
does  not  appear  capable  of  holding 
more  than  one  man  upon  it;  but 
our  feamen  found  it  could  contain 
no  lefs  than  eight  perfons  very 
conveniently.  It  is  aftonilhing 
that  no  accident  befel  thefe  mad¬ 
caps,  in  a  fituation  fo  elevated, 
that  would  have  turned  a  landman 
giddy  in  his  fober  ienfes.  The 
only  detriment  which  the  pillar 
received,  was  the  lofs  of  the  volute 
before  mentioned  :  which  came 
down  with  a  thundering  found* 
and  was  carried  to  England  by  one 
of  the  captains,  as  a  prefen t  to  a 
lady  who  commiftloned  him  for  a 
piece  of  the  pillar.  The  difeovery 
which  they  made,  amply  com- 
penfated  for  this  rnifehief;  as 
without  their  evidence,  the  world 

'  .  •  \  '  A  •.  1 1 

would  not  have  known  at  this 
hour,  that  there  was  originally  a 
ftatue  on  this  pillar,  one  foot  and, 
ancle  of  which  are  kill  remaining. 
The  ftatue  was,  probably,  of  Pom¬ 
pey  himfelf ;  and  mall  have  been 
of  a  gigantic  fize,  to  have  appeared 
of  a  man?s  proportion  at  fo  great 
an  height. 

There  are  circumftances  in  this 
ftory  which  might  give  it  an  air  of 
fiction,  were  it  not  demonftrated 
beyond  all  doubt.  Befides  the 
teftimonies  of  many  eye- witnefTes, 
the  adventurers  themfelves  have  left 
us  a  token  of  the  fact,  by  the  ini¬ 
tials  of  their  names,  which  are  very 
legible  in  black  paint  j  uft  beneath 
the  capital. 

Hxmplarj 
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Exemplary  Infance  of  'Juflice  in  the 
prefent  King  of  Pruilia. 

ONE  John  Michael  Arnold,  a 
miller,  had  bought  the  leafe 
of  a  mill,  belonging  to  the  eftate 
of  Count  Schmettau  of  Pommerzig, 
fituated  in  the  New  Marche  of 
Brandenburgh,  near  the  city  of 
Cuftrin,  and  known  in  that  pro¬ 
vince  under  the  name  of  the  Pom- 
merziger  Kreb’s  Mill.  This  mill, 
at  the  time  when  Mr.  Arnold 
bought  the  leafe  of  it,  was  plen¬ 
tifully  fupplied  with  water,  by  a 
rivulet  which  empties  itfelf  into 
the  river  Warta.  During  fix  years, 
Mr.  Arnold  had  made  various  im¬ 
provements  in  the  faid  mill,  and, 
by  means  of  his  labour  and  in- 
duftry,  had  been  enabled  to  pay 
his  rent  regularly,  and  to  acquire 
a  fufficiency  for  the  maintenance 
of  his  family.  At  the  end  of  that 
period,  about  four  years  ago,  the 
proprietor  of  the  faid  mill  refolved 
to  enlarge  a  filh-pond  contiguous 
to  his  feat,  and  caufed  a  canal  to 
be  cut  from  the  faid  rivulet,  at  a 
fmall  diftance  above  the  mill,  to 
fupply  his  filh-pond  with  water. 
By  thefe  means  the  current  of  the 
ftream  was  leffened,  and  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  water  fo  much  diminilhed, 
that  the  mill  could  no  longer  do 
the  ufual  work. 

The  miller  had  forefeen  the 
event,  and  from  the  beginning 
had  remonftrated  againft  the  cut¬ 
ting  cf  the  canal.  But  his  re- 
monftrances,  as  well  as  his  foli- 
citations  for  cancelling  the  leafe, 
proving  in  vain,  he  was  at  laft 
forced  to  feek  redrefs  in  a  court  of 
jtdicature  at  Cuftrin,  to  whofe 
cognizance  the  affair  belonged  : 
but  his  lord  being  a  man  of  for¬ 


tune  and  confequence  in  that  pro¬ 
vince,  foon  found  means  to  fruf- 
trate  his  endeavours.  He  con¬ 
tinued  to  enlarge  his  fifh-pond, 
fo  that  the  miller,  inilead  of  find¬ 
ing  redrefs,  found  his  water  daily 
decreafing  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
at  laft  he  could  only  work  during 
two  or  three  weeks  in  fpring,  and 
about  as  many  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  year. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  the 
miller  could  no  longer  procure  his 
livelihood,  and  pay  his  rent,  and 
confequently  became  indebted  to 
his  lord  for  a  confiderable  fum. 
The  latter,  in  order  to  obtain  his 
rent,  entered  a  fuit  again  It  him  in 
the  fame  court  of  law  at  Cuftrin, 
which  had  before  refufed  relief  to 
the  miller,  and  foon  obtained  a 
fentence  againft  the  miller’s  effects - 
which  fentence  being  approved  of 
and  ratified  in  the  High  Court  of 
Appeals  at  Berlin,  was  put  into 
execution.  The  miller’s  leafe, 
utenfils,  goods,  and  chattels,  were 
feized,  and  fold,  in  order  to  pay 
the  arrears  of  rent,  and  the  ex- 
per.ces  of  a  molt  iniquitous  law- 
fuit;  and  thus  poor  Arnold  and  his 
family  were  reduced  to  want  and 
wretchednefs. 

A  glaring  injustice  of  that  kind 
could  not  pal's  unnoticed  by  fome 
friends  to  humanity,  who  well 
knew  the  benevolent  and  equi¬ 
table  intentions  of  their  fovereign. 
They  advifed  and  aftifted  the  mil¬ 
ler  to  lay  his  cafe  before  the  king. 
His  majefty,  ftruck  with  the  lim- 
plicity  of  the  narrative,  and  the 
injuftice  that  had  apparently  been 
committed,  refolved  to  inquire  mi¬ 
nutely  into  this  affair,  and  if  the 
miller’s  alfertions  were  founded  in 
truth,  to  punilh,  in  an  exem* 
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plary  manner,  the  authors  and 
promoters  of  fuch  an  unjuft  fen¬ 
tence. 

The  king  accordingly  made  in¬ 
quiries,  and  the  informations  he 
received  corroborated  the  miller’s 
narrative.  His  majefty  afterwards 
ordered  the  Regifter  of  his  High 
Court  of  Appeals,  as  alfo  all  the 
memorials  and  pleadings  of  the 
faid  law-Aiit,  to  be  laid  before 
him,  which  he  revifed  himfelf, 
aISfted  by  an  eminent  lawyer;  and 
that  nothing  might  be  wanting, 
his  majefty  fent  a  perfon  of  con¬ 
fidence  to  Cuftrin,  with  orders  to 
furvey  the  faid  mill,  the  rivulet, 
and  the  new  canal,  as  alfo  to  in¬ 
quire  into  the  miller’s  character, 
his  former  iituation  in  life,  the 
true  caufe  of  his  failure,  and  all 
other  circumftances  attending  this 
affair.  And  after  being  fully  con¬ 
vinced,  as  well  from  the  report  of 
the  faid  commiffioner,  as  alfo  from 
the  papers  laid  before  him,  that 
thefentence  againft  the  faid  miller 
Arnold  was  an  aft  of  the  moil;  lin¬ 
gular  injuftice  and  oppreffion,  his 
majefty  immediately  diftated  and 
hgned  his  refolutions  thereupon. 

On  the  next  day  the  king  ordered 
his  high  chancellor,  baron  Furft, 
as  alfo  Meffrs.  Chrift.  Em'ari.  Fri- 
edell,  Henry  Lewis  Gradn,  and 
John  Lewis  Ranfleben,  the  three 
counfellors  learned  in  lav/,  who, 
together  with  the  chancellor,  had 
ligned  and  approved  the  faid  len¬ 
ience,  into  his  cabinet,  and  on  their 
arrival  his  majefty  put  the  follow¬ 
ing  queftions  to  them : 

Question  I. 

When  a  lord  takes  from  a  pea- 
fant,  who  rents  a  piece  of  ground 
under  hirn,  his  waggon,  horfe, 
plough,  and  other  utenfils,  by 


which  he  earns  his  living,  and  13 
thereby  prevented  from  paying  his 
rent,  can  a  fentence  of  diftrefs  be 
in  juftice  pronounced  upon  that 

pea  fan  t  ? 

They  all  anfwered  in  the  ne¬ 
gative. 

Question  II. 

Can  a  like  fentence  be  pro¬ 
nounced  upon  a  miller  for  non¬ 
payment  of  rent  for  a  mill,  after 
the  water,  which  ufed  to  turn  his 
mill,  is  wilfully  taken  from  him  by 
the  proprietor  of  the  mill  ? 

They  alfo  anfwered  in  the  ne¬ 
gative. 

et  Then  (faid  the  king)  you 
have  yourfelves  acknowledged  the 
injuftice  you  have  committed. — 
Here  is  the  cafe  : — A  nobleman, 
in  order  to  enlarge  his  hlh-pond, 
has  caufed  a  canal  to  be  cut,  to 
receive  more  water  from  a  rivulet 
which  ufed  to  turn  a  mill.  By 
thefe  means  the  miller  loft  his 
water,  and  could  not  work  his  mill 
above  a  fortnight  in  fpring,  and 
about  as  many  days  in  autumn  ; — » 
notwichftanding,  it  is  expefted 
that  he  ftiall  pay  his  rent  as  before, 
when  his  mill  was  plentifully  fup- 
piied  with  water;  but  as  that  was 
out  of  his  power,  from  the  impofti- 
bility  of  purfuing  his  trade,  the 
court  of  juftice  at  Cuftrin  decreed, 
that  the  miller’s  effefts,  goods,  and 
chattels,  fhould  be  fold,  to  pay  the 
arrears  of  rent  ;  which  fentence 
being  fent  to  the  High  Court  of 
Appeals  here,  is  confirmed  and 
figned  by  you,  and  has  lince  been 
executed.” 

Here  the  king  ordered  the  fen¬ 
tence,  with  their  refpeftive  figna- 
tures,  to  be  laid  before  them,  and 
afterwards  commanded  his  private 
fecretary  to  read  the  refolutions 

which 
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which  his  majefty  had  dictated  to 
him,  and  figned  before,  and  which 
are  as  follow  : 

t(  The  fentence  decreed  againft 
the  miller  Arnold,  of  the  Pomert- 
ziger  Kreb’s  Mill,  in  the  New 
Marche  of  Brandenburgh,  being 
an  a£t  of  the  mod:  lingular  in- 
j  uftice,  and  entirely  oppofite  to 
the  paternal  intentions  of  his  raa- 
jefty,  whofe  defire  it  is  that  im¬ 
partial  juftice  be  fpeedily  admi- 
niftered  to  all  his  fubje&s,  whether 
rich  or  poor,  without  any  regard 
to  their  rank  or  perfons  ;  his  ma¬ 
jefty,  in  order  to  prevent  fimilar 
iniquities  for  the  future,  is  re- 
folved  to  punifh,  in  an  exemplary 
manner,  the  authors  of  that  unjuft 
fentence,  and  to  eftablifti  an  ex¬ 
ample  for  the  future  conduct  of 
judges  and  magiftrates  in  his  do¬ 
minions.  For  they  all  are  to  con- 
fider,  that  the  meaneft  peafant, 
nay,  even  the  beggar,  is  a  man  as 
well  as  the  king,  and  confequently 
eq  ually  entitled  to  impartial  j  uftice ; 
efpecially  as  in  the  prefence  of 
juftice  all  are  equal,  whether  it  be 
a  prince  who  brings  a  complaint 
againll  a  peafant,  or  a  peafant 
who  prefers  one  againft  a  prince  ; 
in  fimilar  cafes  juftice  fhould  a£t 
uniformly,  without  any  retrofpeft 

to  rank  or  perfon. - -This  ought 

to  be  an  univerfal  rule  for  the 
conduct  of  judges  ;  and  if  the 
courts  of  law  in  his  majefty’s  domi¬ 
nions  fhould  ever  deviate  from  this 
principle  of  equity,  they  may  de¬ 
pend  upon  being  feverely  punilhed. 
For  an  unj  uft  magiftrate,  or  a  court 
of  law,  guilty  of  wrong,  and  fub- 
fervient  to  opprefiion,  are  more 
dangerous  than  a  band  of  robbers, 
againft  whom  any  man  may  be  on 
his  guard  ;  but  bad  men  entrufted 
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with  authority,  who  under  the 
cloak  of  juftice  praftife  their  ini¬ 
quities,  are  not  fo  eafily  guarded 
againft  ;  they  are  the  worft  of  vil¬ 
lains,  and  deferve  double  punifh- 
ment. 

“  The  king,  at  the  fame  time, 
hereby  fignifies  to  all  his  courts  of 
law,  that  he  has  appointed  a  new- 
high  chancellor,  and  that  his  ma¬ 
jefty  will  be  very  exa&  for  the, 
future  in  the  examination  of  his, 
and  of  their  proceedings.  They 
are,  moreover,  hereby  ftri&ly  com¬ 
manded, 

“  I.  To  bring  all  law-fuits  to 
the  fpeedieft  conciufion. 

“  IT.  Carefullyto  avoid  that  the 
facred  name  of  juftice  may  never 
be  profaned  by  a£ts  of  opprefiion 
and  inj  uftice  ;  and 

“  III.  To  a£l  with  the  moft 
ahfolute  impartiality  towards  every 
one,  whether  prince  or  peafant, 
without  the  leaft  regard  to  fitua- 
tions  in  life. 

“  And  in  cafe  his  majefty  fhould 
find  their  proceedings  in  any  ways 
contrary  to  the  above  orders,  they 
may  depend  upon  a  rigorous  pu- 
mfhment  ;  the  prefident,  as  well 
as  the  refpe&ive  judges  and  coun- 
fellors,  who  fhall  be  found  guilty 
of,  or  accefiary  to,  any  fentence 
dire&ly  oppofite  to  the  fundamen¬ 
tal  principles  of  juftice.  Where¬ 
of  all  the  courts  of  law  in  all  his 
majefty’s  dominions  are  to  take 
notice. 

(Signed)  Frederick.*5 

Berlin ,  Dec.  II,  1779. 

After  the  reading  of  the  above, 
the  king  told  the  high  chancellor 
that  he  had  no  further  occafion  for 
his  fervices,  and  ordered  them  all 
to  withdraw,  and  the  three  coun- 
fellors,  Friedel,  Graun,  and  Ran- 

fleben. 
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Hsben,  to  be  taken  into  cuftody. 
He  alfo  Tent  immediate  orders  to 
Cuftrin,  for  the  prefident,  judges, 
and  counfellors,  who  had  decreed 
the  unjuft  fentence  in  the  firft  in- 
jftance,  to  be  arrefted  $  and  after¬ 
wards  nominated  a  commiflion, 
under  the  dire&ion  of  Baron  de 
Zedlitz,  minifter  of  ftate,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  againft  them  all  according  to 
law. 

His  majefty,  in  confideratioh  of 
the  faid  injuliice*  has  prefented 


the  miller  Arnold  with  the  fum  of 
fifteen  hundred  rix-dollars.  He 
alfo  ordered,  that  a  fum,  equal  to 
th  produced  by  the  fale  of  the 
miller's  effe&s,  be  flopped  and  paid 
to  him  from  the  falaries  due  to  the 
refpe&ive  judges,  &c.  who  had  any 
fhare  in  that  unjuft  fentence  ;  and 
has,  moreover,  condemned  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  mill  to  reimburfe  to 
the  miller  all  the  rent  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  time  when  he  Jirft 
opened  the  eanaL 
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ObEy^r  fhe New  Year.  Written  by  William  Whitehead,  ijV^* 

Laureat. 
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A  ND  dares  infulting  France  pretend 

JF\  To  grafp  the  Trident  of  the  Main, 

And  hope  the  aftonilh’d  World  fhould  bend 
To  the  mock  pageantry  alfum’d  in  vain  ? 

What,  though  her  fleets  the  billows  load. 

What,  though  her  mimic  thunders  roar. 

She  bears  the  enfigns  of  the  God, 

But  not  his  delegated  power. 

Even  from  the  birth  of  Time,  ’twas  Heaven’s  decree. 
The  Q^ueen  of  Hied  fhould  reign  foie  emprefs  of  the  fe^ 

United  Bourbon’s  giant  pride 

Strains  every  nerve,  each  effort  tries, 

With  all  but  Juftice  on  its  fide. 

That  Strength  can  give,  or  Perfidy  devife. 

Dread  they  not  Him  who  rules  the  Iky, 

Wbofe  nod  diredfs  the  whirlwind’s  fpeed. 

Who  bears  his  red  right  arm  on  high 
For  vengeance  on  the  perjur’d  head  ? 

Th’  Almighty  Power,  by  whofe  augtrfl:  decree 
The  Queen  of  lfles  alone  is  fovereign  of  the  lea? 

Wain-glorious  France  i  deluded  Spain  1 
Whom  ev’n  experience  warns  in  vain. 

Is  there  a  fea,  that  dafhing  podrs 

its  big  waves  round  your  trembling  Ihores; 

Is  there  a  Promontory’s  brow 

That  does  not  Britain’s  vafl  atchievements  kho#  ? 

Aik  Bifcay’s  rolling  flood, 

Aik  the  proud  Celtic  fteep,' 

How  oft  her  navies  rode 

Triumphant  o’er  the  deep? 

A  Ik  Lagos’  fummits  that  beheld  your  fate  ; 

Aik  Calpes’  jutting  front,  fair  caufe  of  endiefs  hate. 

xx  in.  a 
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Yet,  ’roidft  the  loudeft  Wafts  of  Fame, 

When  mod  the  admiring  nations  gaze. 

What  to  herfelf  does  Britain  claim  ? 

—  Not  to  herfelf  Ihe  gives  the  praife. 

But  low  in  dull  her  head  Ihe  bows. 

And  proftrate  pays  her  grateful  vows 
To  Him,  the  Almighty  Pow’r,  by  vvhofe  decree 
She  reigns,  and  dill  fhail  reign,  foie  emprefs  of  the  fea. 

s 

Ode  for  his  Majefiy 's  Birth-Day .  By  the  fame* 

STILL  o’er  the  deep  does  Britain  reign. 

Her  monarch  dill  the  trident  bears: 

Vain-glorious  France,  deluded  Spain, 

Have  found  their  boaded  efforts  vain  ; 

Vain  as  the  fleeting  (hades  when  orient  light  appears. 

As  the  young  eagle  to  the  blaze  of  day 
Undazzled,  and  undaunted  turns  his  eyes  ; 

So  unappall’d,  where  glory  led  the  way, 

’Midd  dorms  of  war,  ’midfl  mingling  feas  and  (kies. 

The  genuine  offspring  of  the  Brunfwick  name 
Prov’d  his  high  birth’s  hereditary  claim. 

And  the  applauding  nation  hail’d  for  joy 
Their  future  hero  in  the  intrepid  boy. 

Prophetic  as  the  flames  that  fpread 
Round  the  young  lulus’  head. 

Be  that  bled  omen  of  fuccefs ;  the  Mufe 
Catches  thence  ecftatic  views. 

Sees  new  laurels  nobly  won. 

As  the  circling  year  rolls  on. 

Sees  that  triumphs  of  its  own 
Each  didinguiflfd  month  fhail  crown  ; 

And,  ere  this  feflive  day  again 
Returns  to  take  the  grateful  drain. 

Sees  ail  that  hod  of  foes. 

Both  to  her  glory  and  repcfe. 

Bend  their  proud  necks  beneath  Britannia’s  yoke. 

And  court  that  peace  which  their  injudice  broke. 

Still  o’er  the  deep  fhail  Britain  reign. 

Her  monarch  dill  the  trident  bear ; 

The  warring  world  is  leagu’d  in  vain 
To  conquer  thofe  who  know  not  fear. 

Grafp’d  be  the  fpear  by  ev’ry  hand. 

Let  ev’ry  heart  united  glow  ; 

Collected,  like  the  Theban  band, 

Can  Britain  dread  a  foe  ? 

No* 
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No,  o’er  the  deep  die  ftiil  (hall  reign. 

Her  monarch  dill  the  trident  bear  ; 

The  warring  world  is  leagu’d  in  vain 
To  conquer  thofe  who  know  not  fear. 


From  an  Elegy  on  the  Death  of  Capt ,  Cook,  hy  Mifs  Seward, 

YE,  who  ’ere  while  for  Cook’s  illuftrious  brow 

Pluck’d  the  green  laurel,  and  the  oaken  bough. 

Hung  the  gay  garlands  on  the  trophied  oars. 

And  pour’d  his  fame  along  a  thouiand  fhores. 

Strike  the  flow  death-bell  1 - weave  the  facred  verfe. 

And  drew  the  cyprefs  o’er  his  honour’d  hearfe  ; 

In  fad  procelfion  wander  round  the  fhrine. 

And  weep  him  mortal,  whom  ye  fung  divine  ! 

Say  firft,  what  Pow’r  infpir’d  his  dauntlefs  bread 
With  fcorn  of  danger,  and  inglorious  red. 

To  quit  imperial  London’s  gorgeous  plains. 

Where,  rob’d  in  thoufand  tints,  bright  Pleafure  reigns; 

In  cups  of  fummer-ice  her  nedar  pours. 

And  twines,  ’mid  wintry  fnows,  her  rofeate  bovv’rs  ? 

Where  Beauty  moves  with  undulating  grace. 

Calls  the  fweet  blufh  to  wanton  o’er  her  face. 

On  each  fond  Youth  her  foft  artillery  tries. 

Aims  her  light  fmile,  and  rolls  her  frolic  eyes  ? 

What  Pow’r  infpir’d  his  dauntlefs  bread  to  brave 
The  fcorch’d  Equator,  and  th’  Antardic  wave  f 
Climes,  where  fierce  funs  with  cloudlefs  ardour  fhine. 

And  pour  the  dazzling  deluge  round  the  Line  ; 

The  realms  of  froft,  where  icy  mountains  rife, 

’Mid  the  pale  fummer  of  the  polar  (kies  ? 

It  was  Humanity!— on  coads  unknown. 

The  fhiv’ring  natives  of  the  frozen  zone. 

And  the  fwart  Indian,  as  he  faintly  drays 
“  Where  Cancer  reddens  in  the  folar  blaze,” 

She  bade  him  feek  ; — on  each  inclement  fhore 
Plant  the  rich  feeds  of  her  exhaudlefs  (lore  j 
Unite  the  favage  hearts,  and  hodile  hands. 

In  the  firm  compad  of  her  gentle  bands  ; 

Strew  her  foft  comforts  o’er  the  barren  plain. 

Sing  her  fweet  lays,  and  confecrate  her  fane. 

It  was  Humanity  !— O  Nymph  divine  ! 

I  fee  thy  light  dep  print  the  burning  Line  ! 

There  thy  bright  eye  the  dubious  pilot  guides. 

The  faint  oar  druggling  with  the  fcalding  tides. — - 
On  as  thou  lead’d  the  bold,  the  glorious  prow. 

Mild,  and  more  mild,  the  doping  fun- beams  glow ; 

O  a 
■>  » 
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Now  weak  and  pale  the  leflen’d  luflres  play. 

As  round  th’  horizon  rolls  die  timid  day  ; 

Barb’d  with  the  fleeted  fncw,  the  driving  hail, 

Rufh  the  fierce  arrows  of  the  polar  gale  ; 

And  thro’  the  dim,  unvaried,  ling’rmg  hours. 

Wide  o’er  the  waves  incumbent  horror  low’rs. 

And  now  antar&ic  Zealand’s  drear  domain 
'Frowns,  and  o’erhangs  th’  inhofpitable  main. 

On  it’s  chill  beach  this  dove  of  human  kind 
For  his  long-wandering  foot  Aiort  red  fhali  find. 

Bear  to  the  coali  the  *  olive-branch  in  vain, 

And  quit  on  wearied  wing  the  hoftile  plain,— 

With  jealous  low’r  the  frowning  natives  view 
The  {lately  veffel,  and  th’  advent’rous  crev/  ; 

Nor  fear  the  brave,  nor  emulate  the  good. 

But  fcowl  with  favage  thirft  of  human  blood  1 
And  yet  there  were,  who  in  this  iron  clime 
Soar’d  o’er  the  herd  on  Virtue’s  wing  fublime  5 
Rever’d  the  firanger-guefl,  and  fmiling  drove 
To  loathe  his  day  with  hofpitable  love  ; 

Fann’d  in  full  confidence  the  friendly  flame, 

join’d  plighted  hands,  and  f  name  exchang’d  for  name. 

To  thefe  the  hero  leads  f  his  living  fiore. 

And  pours  new  wonders  on  th’  uncultur’d  Chore  ; 

The  filky  fleece,  fair  fruit,  and  golden  grain  ; 

And  future  herds  and  harvefls  blefs  the  plain. 

O’er  the  green  foil  his  Kids  exulting  play. 

And  founds  his  clarion  loud  the  Bird  of  day  ; 

The  downy  Goofe  her  ruffled  boforn  laves, 

Trims  her  white  wing,  and  wantons  in  the  waves  ; 

Stern  moves  the  Bull  along  th’  affrighted  Chores, 

And  countlefs  nations  tremble  as  he  roars. 

Now  the  warm  fcliiice  o’er  the  Chining  bay, 

Tarts  from  the  north  its  mild  meridian  ray  ; 

Again  the  Chief  invokes  the  riling  gale. 

And  fp reads  again  in  defart  Teas  the  fail ; 

*  The  olive-branch . — To  carry  a  green  branch  in  the  hand  on  landing, 
is  a  pacific  fignal,  univerfally  iMideiftood  by  all  the  iflanders  in  the  South 
Seas.” 

j  And  name  exchanged.— The  exchange  of  names  is  a  pledge  of  amity 
among  thefe  illanders,  and  was  frequently  propofed  by  them  to  Captain  Cook  and 
his  people  ,  fo  alfo  is  the  joining  nofies. 

J  His  living  Jl ore.  —  Captain  Cook  left  various  kinds  of  animals  upon  this 
coaft,  together  with  garden-feeds,  &c.  The  Zealanders  had  hitherto  fubfified 
upon  fiih,  and  fuch  coarle  vegetables  as  their  climate  produced  5  and  this  want 
of  better  provifion,  it  is  fuppofed,  induced  them  to  the  horrid  practice  of  eating 
human  fiefe. 
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O’er  dangerous  fhoals  his  fteady  Peerage  keeps. 

O’er  *  walls  of  coral,  ambulh’d  in  the  deeps  ; 

Strong  Labour’s  hands  the  crackling  cordage  twine. 

And  f  fleeplefs  Patience  heaves  the  founding-line. 

Dicuvoq  pairoff  ccfivvtaSou  Trsgt 

On  the  Love  of  our  Country,  Spoken  in  the  Theatre  as  the  Prize  Poem 
at  Oxford,  1772,  By  the  Rev,  Chriftopher  Butfon. 

.  *  » 

YE  fouls  illuftrious,  who  in  days  of  yore 

With  peerlefs  might  the  Britifn  target  bore. 

Who  clad  in  wolf-fkin  from  the  fcythed  car. 

Frown’d  on  the  iron  brow  of  mailed  war. 

And  dar’d  your  rudely-painted  limbs  oppofe 
To  Chalybean  It  eel  and  Roman  foes  ! 

And  ye  of  later  age,  tho’  not  lefs  fame 
In  Tilt  and  Tournament,  the  princely  game 
Of  Arthur" s  barons,  wont  by  hardielt  fport 
To  claim  the  faireit  guerdon  of  the  court  ; 

Say,  holy  Shades,  did  e’er  your  generous  blood 
Roll  thro’  your  faithful  fons  in  nobler  flood. 

Than  late,  when  George  bade  gird  on  every  thigh. 

The  myrtle-braided  fword  of  liberty  ? 

Say,  when  the  "high-born  Druids  magic  ftrain. 

Rous’d  on  old  Mona’s  top  a  female  train  v 

To  Madnefs,  and  with  more  than  mortal  rage 
Bade  them,  like  furies,  in  the  fight  engage. 

Frantic  when  each  unbound  her  brill  ling  hair. 

And  fhook  a  flaming  torch,  and  yell’d  in  wild  defpair  ; 

Or  when  on  Crejfy’ s  field  the  fable  might 
Of  Edward  dar’d  four  monarchs  to  the  fight ; 

Say,  holy  Shades,  did  patriotic  heat 
In  your  big  hearts  with  quicker  tranfports  beat  5 
Than  in  your  fons,  when  forth,  like  forms,  they  pour’d 
Jn  Freedom’s  caufe  the  fury  of  the  fword  ; 

Who  rul’d  the  main,  or  gallant  armies  led. 

With  Hawkey  who  conquer’d,  or  with  Wolfe ,  wh.o  bled  ? 

Poor  is  his  triumph,  and  difgrac’d  his  name. 

Who  draws  the  fword  for  empire,  wealth,  or  fame; 

*  Walls  of  coral. — The  coral  rocks  are  defcribed  as  riling  perpendicularly 
fiom  the  greatelt  depths  of  the  ocean,  infomuch  that  the  founding-line  could 
not  reach  their  bottom  ;  and  yet  they  were  but  juft  covered  with  water. — Theie 
rocks  are  now  found  to  be  fabricated  by  fea-infefts. 

-f  Aril  Jleeplefs  Patience. — “  We  had  now  palled  feveral  months  with  a  man 
conitantly  in  the  chains  heaving  the  lead.” 

O  3  F  or 
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For  him  tho’  wealth  be  blown  on  every  wind, 

Tho’  Fame  announce  him  mightieft  of  mankind, 

Tho’  twice  ten  nations  crouch  beneath  his  blade. 

Virtue  difowns  him,  and  his  glories  fade. 

For  him  no  prayers  are  pour’d,  no  paeans  fung. 

No  bleffings  chanted  from  a  nation’s  tongue ; 

Blood  marks  the  path  to  his  untimely  bier: 

The  curfe  of  Orphans,  and  the  Widows  tear. 

Cry  to  high  Heaven  for  vengeance  on  his  head. 

Alive,  deferred,  and  accurfif,  when  dead. 

Indignant  of  his  deeds  the  Mufe,  who  fmgs 
Undaunted  truth,  and  fcorns  to  flatter  kings. 

Shall  fliew  the  moniler  in  his  hideous  form. 

And  mark  him  as  an  earthquake  or  a  ftorm. 

Not  fo  the  patriot  Chief  who  dar’d  withstand 
The  bale  invader  of  his  native  land. 

Who  made  her  weal  his  noblelf,  only  end. 

Rul’d  but  to  ferve  her,  fought  but  to  defend ; 

Her  voice  in  council  and  in  war  her  fvvord, 

Lov’d  as  her  father,  as  her  God,  ador’d ; 

Who  firmly  virtuous  and  feverely  brave. 

Sunk  with  the  freedoin  that  he  could  not  fave  ; 

On  worth  like  his  the  Mufe  delights  to  wait. 

Reveres  alike  in  triumph  and  defeat. 

Crowns  with  true  glory  and  with  fpotlefs  fame. 

And  honours  PaolP s  more  than  Frederick's  name. 

Here  let  the  Mufe  withdraw  the  blood-flain’d  veil. 

And  fhew  the  boldeft  friend  of  public  zeal. 

Lo  !  Sydney  pleading  o’er  the  block-— his  mien. 

His  voice,  his  hand,  unlhaken,  clear,  ferene  : 

Yet  no  harangue  proudly  declaim’d  aloud. 

To  gain  the  plaudit  of  a  wayward  crowd  ; 

No  fpecious  vaunt  Death’s  terrors  to  defy. 

Still  Death  deferring  as  afraid  to  dye  ; 

But  llernly  filent  down  he  bows,  to  prove 
How  firm  his  virtuous,  tho5  mifiaken.  Love. 

IJnconquer’d  Patriot !  form’d  by  antlent  lore. 

The  love  of  antient  Freedom  to  refiore; 

Who  nobly  afted  what  he  boldly  thought. 

And  feaPd  by  Death  the  lefibn  that  he  taught, 

Dear  is  the  tie  that  links  the  anxious  Sire 
To  the  fond  Babe  that  prattles  round  his  fire  : 

Dear  is  the  love  that  prompts  the  generous  youth. 

His  Sire’s  fond  cares  and  drooping  age  to  footh  j 
Dear  is  the  brother,  filler,  huflband,  wife. 

Dear  all  the  charities  of  focial  life: 

Nor  wants  firm  Iriendfhip  holy  wreaths  to  bind 
In  mutual  fympatby  the  faithful  inind  : 

But 
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Bat  not  th’  endearing  fprings  that  fondly  move 
To  filial  duty  or  parental  love. 

Nor  all  the  ties  that  kindred  bofoms  bind, 

Nor  all  in  Friendlhip’s  holy  wreaths  entwin’d. 

Are  half  fo  dear,  fo  poteut  to  controul 
The  generous  working  of  the  patriot  foul. 

As  is  that  holy  voice  that  cancels  all 
Thofe  ties,  that  bids  him  for  his  country  fall. 

At  this  high  fummons  with  undaunted  zeal 
He  bares  his  break  ;  invites  th’  impending  keel; 

Smiles  at  the  hand  that  deals  the  fatal  blow. 

Nor  heaves  one  figh  for  all  he  leaves  below. 

Nor  yet  doth  Glory,  tho’  her  port  be  bold. 

Her  afpeft  radiant  and  her  trefifes  gold. 

Guide  thro’  the  walks  of  Death  alone  her  car. 

Attendant  only  on  the  din  of  war  ; 

She  ne’er  difdains  the  gentle  vale  of  peace. 

Or  olive  fhades  of  philofophic  eafe  ; 

Where  Heaven- taught  minds  to  woo  the  mufe  refort. 

Create  in  colours  or  with  founds  tranfport; 

More  pleas’d  on  Ijis  filent  marge  to  roam. 

Than  bear  in  pomp  the  fpoils  of  Minden  home. 

To  read  with  Newton’s  ken  the  karry  Iky, 

And  God  the  fame  in  ail  his  orbs  defcry  ; 

To  lead  forth  Merit  from  her  humble  fhade  5 
Extend  to  rifing  arts  a  patron’s  aid  ;  » 

Build  the  nice  krudture  of  the  generous  law. 

That  holds  the  free-born  mind  in  willing  awe  ; 

To  fwell  the  fail  of  trade — the  barren  plain  v  * 

To  bid  with  fruitage  bluth,  and  wave  with  grain  j 
O’er  pale  Misfortune  drop  with  anxious  figh 
Pity’s  mild  balm,  and  wipe  alHi&ion’s  eye; 

Thefe,  thefe  are  deeds  Britannia  muk  approve, 

Muk  nurfe  their  growth  with  all  a  parent’s  love; 

Thefe  are  the  deeds  that  public  virtue  owns. 

And,  juk  to  Public  Virtue,  Glory  crowns.— 


The  following  little  Poem  was  wrote  in  a  blank  leaf  before  Thomfon’s 
Seafons,  as  a  complimeut  to  that  ingenious  Author ,  by  his  great  admirer 
and  name  fake ,  the  Renj.  Mr.  William  Thomson,  fome  time  Fellow  of 
Queen’s  College,  in  Oxford. 


HAIL,  Nature’s  Poet  !  whom  (he  taught  alone 
To  fing  her  Works  in  numbers  like  her  own  ; 

Sweet  as  the  thrufh  that  warbles  in  the  dale. 

And  foft  as  Philomela’s  tender  tale, 

Q  4  She 
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She  lent  her  pencil  too,  of  wond’rous  power. 

To  catch  the  rainbow,  and  to  form  the  flower, 

‘Of  many  mingling  hues;  and,  fmiling,  faid, 

(But  fir  ft  with*  laurel  crown’d  her  Favourite’s  head) 

“  Thefe  beauteous  children,  tho’  ftp  fair  they  fhine, 
t(  Fade  in  my  Seasons,  let  them  live  in  thine 
And  live  they  fib  all  the  charm  of  every  eye, 

’Till  Nature  fickens,  .and  the  Seasons  die» 

*  i-  \  o  .  *  -■ 

*j£, 'he following  beautiful  Lines  were  written  by  a  Lady  on  obferving 

white  Hairs  err  her  Lover's  Head. 

H  OXJ,  to  whofe  power  relu&antly  we  bend, 

J  Foe' to  life’s  fairy  dreams,  relentlefs  Time, 

Alike  the  dread  of  lover,  _and  of  friend,  .  / 

Why  itamp  thy  feal  on  manhood’s  rofy  prime  ? 

Already  twining  ’mid  ft  my  Thyrfis’  hair. 

The  fnowy  wreaths  of  age,  the  monuments  of  care0 

Thro’  all  her  forms,  tho’  Nature  own  thy  fway. 

That  boafted  fway  thou’lt  here  exert  in  vain  ; 

To  the  laft  beam  of  life’s  declining  day, 

Thyrfis  fliall  view,  unmov’d,  thy  potent  reign*  s 
Secure  to  pleafe,  whilft  goodnefs  knows-  to  chai-rn, 

Fancy  and  tafte  delight,  or  fenfe  and  truth  inform* 

Tyrant,  when  from  that  lip  of  erimfon  glow. 

Swept  by  thy  chilling  wing,  the  rofe  ih all  fly  ; 

When  thy  rude  feythe  indents  his  polifh’d  brow. 

And  quench’d  is  all  the  luftre  of  his  eye; 

When  ruthlef§  age  difperfes  ev’ry  grace, 

Jiaeh  ftrnile  that  beams  from  that  ingenuous  face— ■* 

Then,  thro’  her  ftores,  fliall  adlive  Mem’ry  rove. 

Teaching  each  various  charm  to  bloom  anew. 

And  ftiil  the  raptur’d  eye  of  faithful  love 
Shall  bend  on  Thyrfis  its  delighted  view  ; 

Still  (hall  he  triumph,  with  refiftlefs  power. 

Still  rule  thq  conquer’d  heart  to  life’s  remote!!  hour* 


Y  E  R  S  E  S  by  Lady  Craven,  on  dreaming  Jhe  Jaw  her  Heart  at  hep. 

Feet. 

J  HEN  Nature,  tir’d  with  thought,  was  funk  to  reft, 

4od  all  my  fenfes  were  by  deep  poffeft; 
vAtet  deep,  that  (oft  and  balmy  comfort  brings 
Alike  to  beg  gars  anddefpotic  kings; 

I  dreamt 

i  ■  t  I  /  *  t  i 
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I  dreamt  of  peace  I  never  felt  before, 

1  dieamt  my  heart  was  lying  on  the  floor. 

I  view’d  it,  ftrange  to  tell  1  with  joyful  eyes. 

And,  dranger  Hill,  without  the  lead:  furprifel 
Elated  with  the  fight,  1  fmiling  fat. 

Exulting  o’er  the  vidtim  at  my  feet; 

But  foon  with  words  of  anguilh  thus  addreft 
Thi  p  inful  fvveet  ditiurber  of  my  bread: — 

?  Say,  bufy,  lively,  trembling,  hoping  thing. 
What  new  difalter  had  thou  now  to  bring. 

To  torture  with  thy  fears  my  tender  frame. 

Who  mud  for  all  her  ills  thee  only  blame  ? 

Speak  now,  and  tell  me  why,  ungrateful  gued. 

For  ten  years  pad  had  thou  deny’d  me  red  ? 

That  in  my  bofom  thou  wad  nurs’d,  ’tis  true. 

And  with  my  life  and  with  my  dature  grew. 

At  fird  fo  fmail  were  all  thy  wants,  that  I 
Vainly  imagin’d  1  could  ne’er  deny 
Whste’er  thy  fancy  afk’d.  —  Alas!  but  now 
I  find  thy  wants  my  ev’ry  fenfe  outgrow  ; 

And  ever  having,  ever  wanting  more, 

A  power  to  pleafe,  to  give,  or  to  adore. 

Say,  why,  like  other  hearts,  thou  dod  not  bear 
With  callous  apathy  each  wordly  care  ? 

Why  dod  thou  (brink  at  Envy’s  horrid  cries  ? 

In  thee  Compalfion  Hatred’s  place  fupplies. 

Why  not  with  malice  treat  malicious  men  ? 

Why  ever  pity,  where  thou  fhould’d  condemn  ? 
Why,  at  the  hearing  of  a  difmal  tale. 

Pod  tfiou  with  forrow  turn  my  beauty  pale? 

Why,  when  didrefs  in  any  fhape  appears. 

Pod  thou  dilTolve  mv  very  foul  in  tears  ? 

Why  in  thy  fecret  folds  is  Friendfhip  bred? 

Jn  other  hearts  its  very  name  is  dead. 

Why,  if  keen  Wit  and  learned  Senfe  draw  nigh. 
Pod  thou  with  emulation  beat  fo  high  ? 

And  while  approving,  wifih  to  be  approv’d. 

And  when  you  love,  wifn  more  to  be  belov’d? 
Why  not,  in  cold  indifference  ever  clad. 

Alike  unmov’d,  regard  the  good  and  bad  ? 

Why  dod  thou  wade  my  youthful  bloom  with  care. 
And  facrifice  myfelf,  that  I  may  (hare 
Didrefs  in  others?  Why  wilt  thou  adorn 
Their  days  with  rofes,  and  leave  me  a  thorn  ?’ 

But  here  1  faw  it  heave  a  heavy  figh, 

*  And  thus  in  fweeted  founds  it  did  reply  : 

*  Ah!  ceafe,  Eliza!  ceafe  thy  fpeech  unjud  ; 
Thy  Heart  has  e’er  fulfill’d  its  facred  trud; 


And 


X  t 


202 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780. 

And  ever  will  its  tender  manfion  ferve. 

Nor  can  it  from  thee  this  reproach  deferve  : 

Again#  my  dictates  murm’ring  have  I  found. 

Which  thus  has  laid  me  bleeding  on  the  ground. 
Compare  thyfelf  in  this  fame  hour  depriv’d 
Of  this  fofr.  Heart,  from  whence  are  all  deriv’d 
The  fame  bewitching  graces  which  adorn 
And  make  thy  face  appear  like  beauteous  morn  : 

With  me  its  brilliant  ornaments  are  fed. 

And  all  thy  features,  like  thy  foul,  are  dead. 

3Tis  I  that  make  thee  other’s  pieafures  (hare. 

And  in  a  lifer’s  joy  forget  thy  care. 

9Tis  by  my  dilates  thou  art  taught  to  find 
A  godlike  pleafure  in  a  godlike  mind  ; 

That  makes  thee  oft  relieve  a  ftranger’s  woes. 

And  often  fix  thofe  friends  that  would  be  foes, 

3Tis  I  that  tremblingly  have  taught  thine  ear 
To  cheriih  Mafic  ;  and  ’tis  I  appear 
In  all  its  fofteft  drefs,  when  to  the  hearts 
Of  all  beholders  my  dear  voice  imparts  - 
Harmonic  frains:  ’tis  not  becaufe  ’tis  fine., 

For  every  note  that’s  felt  is  furely  mine. 

In  fmootheft  numbers  all  that  I  indite. 

For  ’tis  I  taught  thy  fearful  hand  to  write  : 

My  genius  has  with  watchful  care  fupply’d 
What  Education  to  thy  fex  deny’d  ; 

Made  Sentiment  and  Nature' all  combine 
To  melt  the  Reader  in  each  flowing  line. 

Till  they  in  words  this  feeling  truth  impart. 

She  needs  no  more,  who  will  confult  the  Heart.; 

And  own  in  reading  what  is  writ  by  thee. 

No  fudy  ever  could  improve  like  me. 

And  when  thy  bloom  is  gone,  thy  beauty  flown. 

And  laughing  youth  to  wrinkled  age  is  grown. 

Thy  actions,  writings,  friendfhip,  which  I  gave. 

Still  fhall  remain  an  age  beyond  the  grave. 

Then  do  not  thus  difpiac’d  let  me  remain. 

But  take  me  to  thy  tender  bread:  again.’ 
l  *  Yes,  foft  perfuader  (I  return’d)  I  will; 

And  if  I  am  deceiv’d,  deceive  me  Hill  !* 

Seduc’d  1  was  in  hafte ;  then  Hooping  low. 

Soon  re-inftaied  my  fweet,  pleafing  foe  ; 

And  waking,  found  it  had  not  lefs  nor  more 
Than  all  the  joys,  the  pangs  it  had  before  ! 

10  C— 
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PROLOGUE  to  the  CHAPTER  of  ACCIDENTS. 

Written  by  George  Colman,  Efq. 

LONG  has  the  paflive  ftage,  howe’er  abfurd. 

Been  rul’d  by  names,  and  govern’d  by  a  word% 

Some  poor  cant  term ,  like  magic  fpells,  can  awe. 

And  bind  our  realms  like  a  dramatic  law. 

When  Fielding,  Humour’s  fav’rite  child,  appear’d. 

Low  was  the  word — a  word  each  author  fear’d  ! 

’Till  chac’d  at  length,  by  pleafantry’s  bright  ray. 

Nature  and  mirth  refum’d  their  legal  fway  ; 

And  Goldfmith’s  genius  balk’d  in  open  day. 

No  beggar,  howe’er  poor,  a  cur  can  lack  ; 

Poor  bards,  of  critic  curs,  can  keep  a  pack. 

One  yelper  filenc’d,  twenty  barkers  rife. 

And  with  new  howls ,  their  fnarlings  1U11  difguife. 

Low  banilh’d,  the  word  fentiment  lucceeds  ; 

And  at  that  fhrine  the  modern  playwright  bleeds. 

Hard  fate  l  but  let  each  would-be  critic  know. 

That  jentiments  from  genuine  feeling  flow  ! 

Critics  !  in  vain  declaim,  and  write,  and  rail  ; 

Nature,  eternal  nature  !  will  prevail. 

Give  me  the  bard,  who  makes  me  laugh  and  cry; 

Diverts  and  moves,  and  all,  1  fcarce  know  why  J 
Untaught  by  commentators,  French  or  Dutch, 

Paflion  hill  anfwers  to  th’  electric  touch. 

Reafon,  like  FalftafF,  claims,  when  all  is  done. 

The  honours  of  the  held  already  won. 

To-night,  our  author’s  is  a  mixt  intent  — 

Paflion  and  humour — low  and  fentiment : 

Smiling  in  tears — a  ferio-comic  play - 

Sunlhine  and  fhow’r — a  kind  of  April  Day! 

A  lord,  whofe  pride  is  in  his  honour  plac’d  ; 

A  governor,  with  av’rice  not  difgrac’d  ; 

An  humble  pried  !  a  lady,  and  a  lover 
So  full  of  virtue,  fo?ne  of  it  runs  over. 

No  temporary  touches,  no  allufions 
To  camps,  reviews,  and  all  our  late  confuflons : 

No  perfonal  reflections,  no  (harp  fatire, 

But  a  mere  Chapter — from  the  book  of  nature* 

Wrote  by  a  woman  too  1  the  Mufes  now 
Few  liberties  to  naughty  men  allow  ; 

But  like  old  maids  on  earth,  refolv’d  to  vex. 

With  cruel  coynefs  treat  the  other  fex. 
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PROLOGUE  to  the  GENEROUS  IMPOSTOR, 


JT 4$  he  enters  the  Stage  looking  upon  a  Papery  and  addrejjlng  himfelf  t$ 
the  Author  behind,  from  whom  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  received  it,] 

THIS,  Sir,  the  Prologue?  Why  this  piteous  whine. 
Forebodes  a  catcall  in  each  croaking  line. 

*s  The  Author’s  fmt  offence!” — e<r  implore  !” — befeech  I5* 
Zounds!  ’cis  as  difmal  as  a  dying  fpeech— 

.Will  prove,  itfeif,  the  piece’s  fure  damnation. 

And  give,  like  hawkers,  by  anticipation , 
es  Life,  birth,  and  parentage,  and  education.’* 

Do  you  difcover  in  this  ca ft  of  feature 
The  finking  traits  to  fuit  the  doleful  metre  ? 

Give  it  to  Parfons— his  fad-— tragice  face 
Such  plaintive  fentiments  will  aptly  grace. 

The  rueful  meaning  Moody  may  iupply 
E’en  from  the  fruitful  river  of  his  eye; 

Or  with  mute  pathos ,  walk  about  and  figh. 

[7b  the  Audience .] 

Prologues  are  alter’d  Since  that  Gothic  day 
When  only  hungry  playwrights  wrote— for  pay. 

Then  while  the  Bard- — poor  miferable  finner  ! 

Trembled  behind-— uncertain  of  his  dinner— 

Forth  came  in  black— with  folemn  fiep— and  flow. 

The  aftor  to  unfold  the  tale  of  woe. 

But  in  thefe  days,  when  e’en  the  titled  dams 
Glows  noth  the  paffion  of  dramatic  fame. 

When  as  the  fafhicn  gains,  it  may  indite 
The  card'  of  compliments  for  a  third  night. 

With  ftiJe  laconic,  in  the  meafured  drain. 

Lady  Charade  fees  friends  at  Drury-lane”— 

Jn  thole  bright  days— this  literary  age, 

When  ’tis  the  tafie— the  very  thing— the  rage 
To  pen  fome  lively  morceau  for  the  fiage. 

"When  belles  write  comedies,  and  beaux  have  wit. 

The  Prologue  too  the  fprightly  ton  muft  hit ; 

Flippant  and  fmart  in  carelefs  eafy  rhymes. 

Reflect  the  gayeft  colours  of  the  times, 

Camelion-like,  on  fashion’s  air  muft  live. 

And,  like  that  too,  each  varying  tint  muft  give. 

[Returning  to  the  Paper ,  and  fuppofed  again  to  addrefs  th$  Author.'] 
P’his  will  ne’er  do  (paufing) — C an’t  you  contrive  to  iweli 
To  thirty  lines,  feme  airy  bagatelle  ? 

Or  take  your  fubjeft  from  fome  modifh  fc-enes — 
fs  Elections”— “  Camps”—1 Eledlrical  machines  ?” 

Tha 
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That  thought’s  not  bad — Why  then  fuppofe  I  try, 
in  metaphor — the  Houfe  t’  eleftrify. 

Wind  the  conducting  (trains  that  may  difpenfe 
The  mild  effluvia's  genial  influence. 

Or  fill  the  charge,  the  powerful  charge  that  draws. 

From  yon  dread  Gods !  the  thunder  of  applaufe  ; 

Or  if  fuch  potent  virtue  can’t  controul 
The  angry  critic’s  non-elediric  foul. 

The  ladies  court- - The  lightning  of  whole  eyes. 

The  apt  allufion  readily  fupplies. — 

From  thofe  bright  orbs  th*  aethereal  beam  that  plays. 
Will  blall  the  critic  thorn,  but  fpare  the  bays. 

Something  like  this  may  do — — fome  neat  terfe  thing. 
With  a  few  fmirks — and  fmiles — and  bows  from  King. 

[To  the  Audience .] 

Mean  time  the  want  of  form  for  cnce  forgive, 

And  for  this  night  allow  the  piece  to  live. 


EPILOGUE  to  Lady  CravenT  Comedy  of  the  MINI  A« 

TURK  PICTURE. 

Spoken  by  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Hobart,  at  Newbury,  and  ly  Mrs.  Abing-^ 
ton,  at  Drury-lane.  Written  by  Mr.  Jekyll. 

THE  men,  like  tyrants  of  the  Turkifli  kind. 

Have  long  our  fex’s  energy  confin’d  ; 

In  full  drefs  black,  and  bow,  and  folemn  ftalk. 

Have  long  monopoliz’d  the  Prologue’s  walk. 

But  fiill  the  flippant  Epilogue  was  otir’s  ; 

It  afk’d  for  gay  fupport — the  female  pow'rs  ; 

It  alk’d  a  flirting  air,  coquet  and  free  ; 

And  fo  to  murder  it,  they  fix’d  on  me. 

Much  they  miftake  my  talents — I  w'as  born 
To  tell,  in  fobs  and  fighs,  fome  tale  forlorn  ; 

To  wet  my  handkerchief  with  Juliet’s  woes. 

Or  tune  to  Shore’s  defpair  my ( tragic  nofe. 

Yes,  gentlemen,  in  education’s  fpite, 

You  Hill  lhall  find  that  we  can  read  and  write;  / 

Like  you,  can  fwell  a  debt  or  a  debate. 

Can  quit  the  card-table  to  fleer  the  Hate  ; 

Or  bid  our  Belle  AJfembtie'e,  rhet’ric  flow. 

To  drown  your  dull  declaimers  at  Soho. 

Methinks  e’en  now  I  hear  my  fex’s  tongues. 

The  flirill,  fmart  melody  of  female  lungs! 

The  florm  of  queftion,  the  divifion  calm. 

With  “  Hear  her!  Hear  her  !  Mrs,  ipeaker !  Ma’am, 

“  Oh, 
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te  Oh,  order!  Order !”« - Kates  and  Sufans  rife* 

And  Margaret  moves,  and  Tabitha  replies. 

Look  to  the  camp — Coxheath  and  Warley  Common* 
Supply’d  at  lead  for  ev’ry  tent  a  woman. 

The  cartridge-paper  wrapt  the  billet-doux. 

The  rear  and  picquet  form’d  the  rendezvous. 

The  drum’s  Hern  rattle  Ihook  the  nuptial  bed ; 

The  knapfack  pillow’d  lady  Sturgeon’s  head. 

Love  was  the  watch-word,  ’till  the  morning  life 
Rous’d  the  tame  major  and  his  warlike  wife. 

Look  to  the  ftage.  To  night’s  example  draws 
A  female  dramatift  to  grace  the  caufe. 

So  fade  the  triumphs  of  prefumptuous  man  ! 

And  would  you,  ladies,  but  complete  my  plan* 

Here  lhould  ye  fign  fome  Patriot  Petition 
To  mend  our  conftitutional  condition. 

The  men  invade  our  rights— the  mimic  elves 
Lifp  and  nickname  God’s  creatures,  like  ourfelves  g 
Rouge  more  than  v/e  do,  limper,  flounce,  and  fret  5 
And  they  coquet,  good  gods !  how  they  coquet! 

They  too  are  coy  5  and,  monftrous  to  relate  l 
Their’s  is  the  coynefs  in  a  tete-a-tete . 

Yes,  ladies,  yes,  I  could  a  tale  unfold, 

V/ouId  harrow  up  your — —  culhions !  were  it-tpld  % 
Part  your  combined  curls,  and  freeze — —pomatum,, 

At  griefs  and  grievances,  as  I  could  flate  ’em. 

But  fuch  eternal  blazon  muft  not  fpeak— 

Befides,  the  Houfe  adjourns  fome  day  next  week— - 
This  fair  committee  lhall  detail  the  reft. 

Then  let  the  monfters  (if they  dare)  proteft! 


Bxfraft  from  the  Ode  to  John  Howard,  Efq,  Author  of  the  State  of 
Englijh  and  Foreign  Prifons  \  hy  W.  Haley. 

1 

HAIL!  generous  Howard  !  tho’  thou  bear 
A  name  which  Glory’s  hand  fublime 
Has  blazon’d  oft,  with  guardian  care. 

In  characters  that  fear  not  Time ; 

For  thee  Hie  fondly  fpreads  her  wings  ; 

For  thee  from  Paradife  fhe  brings. 

More  verdant  than  her  laurel  bough. 

Such  wreaths  of  facred  Palm,  as  ne’er  till  now 
The  fmiiing  Seraph  twin’d  around  a  mortal  brow. 
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I  fee  the  hallow’d  Ihade  of  Hales  *, 

Who  felt,  like  thee,  for  human  woe. 

And  taught  the  health-diffufing  gales 
Thro’  Horror’s  murky  cells  to  blow. 

As  thy  protecting  angel  wait  ; 

To  fave  thee  from  the  fnares  of  Fate, 

Commiffion’d  from  the  Eternal  Throne: 

I  hear  him  praife,  in  wonder’s  warmed  tone. 

The  virtues  of  thy  heart,  more  adive  than  his  own* 

Thy  foul  fupplies  new  funds  of  health 
That  fail  not  in  the  trying  hour. 

Above  Arabia’s  fpicy  wealth 
And  Pharmacy’s  reviving  power. 

The  tranfports  of  the  generous  mind. 

Feeling  its  bounty  to  mankind, 

Infpirit  every  mortal  part ; 

And,  far  more  potent  than  precarious  art. 

Give  radiance  to  the  eye,  and  vigor  to  the  heart* 

Nature  !  on  thy  maternal  bread  / 

For  ever  be  his  worth  epgrav’d  ! 

Thy  bofom  only  can  atted 

How  many  a  life  his  toil  has  fav’d  2 

Nor  in  thy  refcued  Sons  alone. 

Great  Parent !  this  thy  guardian  own  ! 

His  arm  defends  a  dearer  Have ; 

Woman,  thy  darling  !  ’tis  his  pride  to  fave  f 
From  evils,  that  furpafs  the  horrors  of  the  grave. 

Stephen  Hales,  minider  of  Teddington  :  he  died  at  the  age  of  84,  17615 
and  has  been  judly  called  “  An  ornament  to  his  profedion,  as  a  clergyman, 
and  to  his  country,  as  a  philofopher.”  I  had  the  happinefs  of  knowing  this 
excellent  man,  when  I  was  very  young;  and  well  remember  the  warm  glow 
of  benevolence  which  ufed  to  animate  his  countenance,  in  relating  the  fuccefs 
of  his  various  projects  for  the  benefit  of  mankind.  I  have  frequently  heard 
him  dwell  with  great  pleafure  on  the  fortunate  incident  which  led  him  to  the 
difcovery  of  his  Ventilator,  to  which  I  have  alluded. — He  had  ordered  a  new 
floor  for  one  of  his  rooms  ;  his  carpenter  not  having  prepared  the  work  fo  foot! 
as  he  expelled,  he  thought  the  fealbn  improper  for  laying  down  new  boards, 
when  they  were  brought  to  his  houfe,  and  gave  orders  for  their  being  depofited 
in  his  barn  ; — from  their  accidental  pofition  in  that  place,  he  caught  his  find 
idea  of  this  ufefnl  invention, 

•f-  Mr.  Howard  has  been  the  happy  indrument  of  preferving  female  pri- 
foners  from  an  infamous  and  indecent  outrage. — It  was  formerly  a  cuflom  in  our 
gaols  to  load  their  legs  and  thighs  with  irons,  for  the  deteftable  purpofe  of  ex¬ 
torting  money  from  thefe  injured  fufferers.— -This  circumflance,  unknown  to 
me  when  the  Ode  was  written,  has  tempted  me  to  introduce  the  few  additional 
danzas,  as  it  is  my  ardent  wifh  to  render  this  tribute  to  an  exalted  character  as 
little  unworthy  as  I  can  of  the  very  extenlive  and  fublime  merit  which  it  afpires 
to  celebrate. 
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)  7-  I  .  / 

Ye  fprightly  nymphs,  by  Fortune  nurlt. 

Who  (pore  in  Joy’s  unclouded  air. 

Nor  fee  the  di  ant  ilorms,  that  burfl 
In  ruin  on  the  humble  Fair; 

Ye  know  not  to  what  bitter  fmart 
A  kindred  form,  a  kindred  heart. 

Is  often  doom’d,  tn  life's  low  vale,. 

Where  frantic  fears  the  fimple  mind  afTail, 

And  fierce  afflictions  prefs,  and  friends  and  fortune  fail; 

<*•*>»•  •»  —  v  m 

v  i  J  ■  t  ■ 

FI i s  Care,  exulting  Britain  found 
Here  firft  difplay’d,  not  here  confin’d  I 
No  fingle  trad  of  ea*-th  could  bound 
The  aftive  virtues  of  his  mind. 

To  all  the  lands,  where’er  the  tear. 

That  mourn’d  the  Prifo'her’s  wrongs  fevere. 

Sad  Pity’s  gliil’ning  cheek  ifnpearl’d. 

Eager  he  fleer’d,  with  every  fail  unfurl’d, 

A  friend  to  every  clime  !  a  Patriot  of  the  World  l 

Ye  nations  thro’  whofe  fair  domain 
Our  flying  fons  of  joy  have  pad. 

By  Pleafure  driven  with  loofe  *d  reihj 
Af onifh’d  that  they  flew  fo  faff  ! 

How  did  the  heart  improving  fight 
Awake  your  wonder  and  delight* 

When,  in  her  unexampled  chace. 

Philanthropy  outflript  keen  Pleafure’s  pace. 

When  with  a  warmer  foul  fine  ran  a  nobler  race! 

Sweet  is  the  joy  when  Science  flings 
Her  light  on  philofophic  thought; 

When  Genius,  with  keen  ardor,  fprings 
To  clafp  the  lovely  truth  he  fought: 

Sweet  is  the  joy,  when  Rapture’s  hre 
Flows  from  the  fpirit  of  the  lyre  ; 

When  Liberty  and  Virtue  roll 
Spring-tides  of  fancy  o’er  the  poet’s  foul. 

That  waft  his  dying  bark  thro’  Teas  above  the  poll; 

Sweet  the  delight,* when  the  gall’d  heart 
Feels  Confolation’s  lenient  hand 
Bind  up  the  wound  from  Fortune’s  dart  • 

With  Friendfhip’s  life-fupporting  band! 

And  Tweeter  kill,  and  far 'above 
Thefe  fainter  joys,  when  pureft  Love 
The  foul  his  willing  captive  keeps ! 

When  he  in  blifs  the  melting  fpirit  deeps,1 

Who  drops  delicious  tears',  and  wonders  that  he  weeps ! 

But 
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But  not  the  brig h tefl  joy,  which  Arts, 

In  floods  of  mental  light,  bellow  ; 

Nor  what  firm  Friendihip’s  zeal  imparts, 

Bleft  antidote  of  bittereft  woe  ! 

Nor  thofe  that  Love’s  fweet  hours  difpenfe. 

Can  equal  the  ecllatic  fenfe. 

When,  fvvelling  to  a  fond  excels,. 

The  grateful  praifes  of  reliev’d  diftrefs. 

Re-echoed  thro’  the  heart,  the  foul  of  Bounty  blefs. 

PROLOGUE  to  the  MINIATURE  PICTURE.' 

Written  by  Richard  Brinsley  Sheridan,  Ef$\  Spoken  by 

-  Mr,  King, 

CHILL’D  by  rough  gales,  while  yet  relu&ant  May 
With-holds  the  beauties  of  the  vernal  day  ; 

As  fome  fond  maid,  whom  matron  frowns  reprove, 

Sufpends  the  fmile  her  heart  devotes  to  love  ; 

The  feafon’s  pleafures  too  delay  their  hour. 

And  Winter  revels  with  protradled  pow’r  : 

Then  blame  not.  Critics,  if,  thus  late,  we  bring 
A  Winter’s  drama — but  reproach-- the  Spring. 

What  prudent  cit  dares  yet  the  feafon  trail. 

Balk  in  his  whifky,  and  enjoy  the  dull  ? 

Hors’d  in  Cheapfide,  fcarce  yet  the  gayer  fp&  k 
Atchieves  the  Sunday  triumph  of  the  Park  ; 

Scarce  yet  you  fee  him,  dreading  to  be  late. 

Scour  the  New-road,  and  dafh  through  Grofvenor-gate, 
Anxious — and  fearful  too — his  Heed  to  fhcvv. 

The  hack’d  Bucephalus  of  Rotten-row  i 
Carelefs  he  feems,  yet,  vigilantly  fly, 

Woos  the  ftray  glance  of  Ladies  pafling  by. 

While  his  off  heel,  infidioufly  afl.de, 

Provokes  the  caper  which  he  feems  to  chide: 

,  Scarce  rural  Kenflngton  due  honour  gains,  . 

The  vulgar  verdure  of  her  walk  remains, 

O  # 

Where  white- rob’d  Mifles  amble  two  by  two. 

Nodding  to  booted  beaux— c  How  do,  how  do?5 
With  generous  queflions  that  no  anfvver  wait, 
c  How  vaflly  full !  a’n’t  you  come  vaflly  late? 

‘  Isn’t  it  quite  charming?  When  do  you  leave  town  ? 

*  A’n’t  you  quite  tir’d?  Pray,  can  we  fet  you  down?* 

Thefe  fuperb  pleafures  of  a  London  May 
Imperfect  yet,  we  hail  the  cold  delay  ; 

But  if  this  plea’s  denied,  in  our  excufe 
Another  ftiil  remains  you  can’t  refufe  ; 

It  is  a  Lady  writes— and  hark— a  noble  Mufc 
Vol.  XXIII.  P 
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But  fee  a  Critic  ftarting  from  his  bench— 
s  A  noble  Author  ?’  Yes,  Sir;  but  the  Play’s  not  French : 
Yet  if  it  were,  no  blame  on  us  could  fall ; 

For  we,  you  know,  muft  follow  Fafhion’s  call; 

And  true  it  is  things  lately  were  en  train 
To  woo  the  Gallic  Mufe  at  Drury-lane; 

Not  to  import  a  troop  of  foreign  elves. 

But  treat  you  with  French  a£iors — in  ourfelves : 

A  friend  we  had,  who  vow’d  he’d  make  us  fpeak 
Pure  flippant  French,— by  contrad — in  a  week; 

Told  us  ’twas  time  to  ftudy  what  was  good, 

Polifli,  and  leave  off  being  underflood. 

That  crouded  audiences  we  thus  might  bring 
To  Monfleur  Parfons  and  Chevalier  King: 

Or  fhould  the  vulgars  grumble  now  and  then. 

The  prompter  might  tranflate — for  country  gentlemen. 

Strait  all  fubferib’d — Kings,  Gods,  Mutes,  Singer,  A&or,—* 
A  Flanders  figure-dancer  our  contrador. 

But  here,  I  grieve  to  own,  tho’t  it  be  to  you. 

He  aded — e’en  as  moft  contradors  do ; 

Sold  what  he  never  dealt  in,  and  th’  amount 
Being  firft  difeharg’d,  fubmitted  his  account: 

And  what  th’  event  ?  Their  induftry  was  fuch, 

Dodd  fpoke  good  Flemifh,  Bannifter  bad  Dutch* 

Then  the  rogue  told  us,  with  infulting  eafe. 

So  it  was  foreign,  it  was  fure  to  pleafe  : 

Beaux,  wits,  applaud,  as  fafliion  fhould  command. 

And  Mifles  laugh — to  feem  to  underhand— 

So  from  each  clime  our  foil  rnay  fomething  gain  ; 

Manhood  from  Rome,  and  fprightlinefs  from  Spain  ; 

Some  Ruffian  Rofcius  next  delight  the  age. 

And  a  Dutch  Heinel  fkate  along  the  ftage. 

Exotic  fopperies,  hail !  whofe  flatt’ring  fmile 
Supplants  the  flerner  virtues  of  our  i  fie  l 
Thus,  while  with  Chinefe  firs  and  Indian  pines 
Our  nurs’ries  fwarm,  the  Britifh  oak  declines : 

Yet,  vain  our  Mufes  fear- — no  foreign  laws 
We  dread,  while  native  beauty  pleads  our  caufe  : 

While  you’re  to  judge,  whofe  fmiles  are  honours  higher 
Than  verfe  fhould  gain,  but  where  thofe  eyes  infpire. 

But  if  the  men  presume  your  pow’r  to  awe,  1 

Retort  their  churlifh  feeatorial  law  ;  > 

This  is  your  houfe — and  move— the  gentlemen  withdraw  :  j 
Then  you  may  voce,  with  envy  never  ceaflng. 

Your  influence  has  increas’d,  and  is  increaflng; 

But  there,  I  trufl,  the  refolution’s  flnifh’d  ; 

Sure  none  will  fay— it  ought  to  be  diminifh’d. 
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Charafters  of  Sallust  and  Livy.  From  Hayley’s  EJfay  on  Hijiory • 

IJUT  Rome’s  proud  Genius,  with  exulting  claim* 
j  Points  to  her  rivals  of  the  Grecian  name  ! 

Sententious  Sallust  leads  her  lofty  train  ; 

Clear,  tho’  conoife,  elaborately  plain, 

Poifi  ng  his  fcale  of  words  with  frugal  care. 

Nor  leaving  one  fuperfiuous  atom  there  ! 

Yet  well  difplaying,  in  a  narrow  fpace. 

Truth’s  native  firength,  and  Nature’s  eafy  grace  ; 

Skill’d  to  detedt,  in  tracing  Action’s  courfe. 

The  hidden  motive,  and  the  human  fourcc. 

His  lucid  brevity  the  palm  has  won. 

By  Rome’s  decifion,  from  Olorus’  Son. 

Of  mightier  lpirit,  of  majeltic  frame. 

With  powers  proportion’d  to  the  Roman  fame. 

When  Rome’s  fierce  Eagle  his  broad  wings  unfurl’d^ 

And  fhadow’d  with  his  plumes  the  fubjeCt  world. 

In  bright  pre-eminence,  that  Greece  might  own, 

Sublimer  Livy  claims  th’  Hiftoric  throne  ; 

With  that  rich  Eloquence,  whofe  golden  light 
Brings  the  full  fcene  diftinCtly  to  the  fight ; 

That  Zeal  for  Truth,  which  Xntereil  cannot  bend. 

That  Fire,  which  Freedom  ever  gives  her  friend. 

Immortal  artift  of  a  work  fupreme  ! 

Delighted  Rome  beheld,  witffproud  efteem. 

Her  own  bright  image,  of  coloffai  fize. 

From  thy  long  toils  in  purefi:  marble  rife. 

But  envious  Time,  with  a  malignant  firoke, 

Th  is  facred  ftatue  into  fragments  broke  ; 

In  Lethe’s  firearm  its  nobler  portions  funk. 

And  left  Futurity  the  wounded  trunk. 

Yet,  like  the  matchlefs,  mutilated  frame. 

To  which  great  Angelo  bequeath’d  his  name* 

This  glorious  ruin,  in  whofe  ftrength  we  find 
The  fplendid  vigour  of  the  Sculptor’s  mind. 

In  the  fond  eye  of  Admiration  ltill 
Rivals  the  finilh’d  forms  of  modern  fkill. 


Qn  Biography  and  the  Char  after  of  Plutarch.  From  the  fame* 

O  BLEST  Biography!  thy  charms  of  yore 
Hiftoric  Truth  to  firong  Affection  bore. 

And  foft’ring  Virtue  gave  thee  as  thy  dower. 

Of  both  thy  parents  the  attractive  powers 
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To  win  the  heart,  the  wavering  thought  to  fix. 

And  fond  delight  with  wife  inftrudtion  mix. 

Firft  of  thy  votaries,  peerlefs,  and  alone. 

Thy  Plutarch  fhines,  by  moral  beauty  known: 

Enchanting  Sage  1  vvhofe  living  leffons  teach. 

What  heights  of  Virtue  human  efforts  reach. 

Tho’  oft  thy  Pen,  eccentrically  wild, 

Ramble,  in  Learning’s  various  maze  beguil’d; 

Tho1  in  thy  Style  no  brilliant  graces  fhine. 

Nor  the  clear  condudl  of  correct  Defign, 

Thy  every  page  is  uniformly  bright 
With  mild  Philanthropy’s  diviner  light. 

Of  gentled:  manners,  as  of  mind  elate. 

Thy  happy  Genius  had  the  glorious  fate 
To  regulate,  with  Wifdom’s  foft  controuf. 

The  ftrong  ambition  of  a  Trajan’s  foul. 

But  O  !  how  rare  benignant  Virtue  fprings. 

In  the  blank  bofom  of  defpotic  kings  S 

Character  of  Froissart.  From  the  fame . 

YET  Courtefy,  with  generous  Valour  join’d. 

Fair  Twins  of  Chivalry  !  rejoic’d  to  find 
A  faithful  Chronicler  in  plain  Froissart  ; 

As  rich  in  hcnefiy  as  void  of  art. 

As  the  young  Peafant,  led  by  fpirits  keen 
To  fbme  great  city’s  gay  and  gorgeous  fcene, 

Returning,  with  increafe  of  proud  delight. 

Dwells  on  the  various  fplendor  of  the  fight ; 

And  gives  his  tale,  tho’  told  in  terms  uncouth. 

The  charm  of  Nature,  and  the  force  of  Truth, 

Tho’  rude  engaging;  fuch  thy  fimple  page 
Seems,  O  Froissart  1  to  this  enlighten’d  age. 

Protld  of  their  fpirit,  in  thy  writings  ihewn. 

Fair  Faith  and  Honour  mark  thee  for  their  own  ; 

Tho’  oft  the  dupe  of  thofe  delufive  times, 

'Thy  Genius,  fofler’d  with  romantic  rhymes. 

Appears  to  play  the  legendary  Bard, 

And  trefpafs  on  the  truth  it  meant  to  guard. 

Still  (hall  thy  name,  with  lailing  glory,  hand 
High  on  the  lid  of  that  advent’rous  band. 

Who,  bidding  Hiftory  fpeak  a  modern  tongue. 

From  her  cramp’d  hand  the  Monkifii  fetters  flung. 

While  yet  deprefs’d  in  Gothic  night  fhe  lay. 

Nor  faw  th’  approaching  dawn  of  Attic  day. 

Char  after 
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Char  after  c/Father  Paul.  From  the  fame. 

SARP  I,  bleft  name  !  from  every  foible  clear, 

Not  more  to  Science  than  to  Virtue  dear. 

Thy  pen,  thy  life,  of  equal  praife  fecure  ! 

Roth  wifely  bold,  and  both  fublimely  pure  ! 

That  Freedom  bids  me  on  thy  merits  dwell, 

Whofe  radiant  form  illum’d  thy  letter’d  cell ; 

Who  to  thy  hand  the  nobleft  talk  affign’d. 

That  earth  can  offer  to  a  heavenly  mind: 

With  Reafon’s  arms  to  guard  invaded  laws. 

And  guide  the  pen  of  Truth  in  Freedom’s  caufe. 

Too  firm  of  heart  at  Danger’s  cry  to  Hoop, 

Nor  Lucre’s  Have,  nor  vain  Ambition’s  dupe. 

Thro’  length  of  days  invariably  the  fame. 

Thy  country’s  liberty  thy  conftant  aim  ! 

For  this  thy  fpirit  dar’d  th’  Affaffin’s  knife. 

That  with  repeated  guilt  purfu’d  thy  life ; 

For  this  thy  fervent  and  unweary’d  care 
Form’d,  ev’n  in  death,  thy  patriotic  prayer. 

And,  while  his  (hadows  on  thine  eye-lids  hung, 

€t  Re  it  immortal !”  trembled  on  thy  tongue. 


Char  after  of  Voltaire.  From  the  fame. 

T^HQ’  Pontiffs  execrate,  and  Kings  betray. 

Let  not  this  fate  your  generous  warmth  allay. 
Ye  kindred  Worthies !  who  Hill  dare  to  wield 
Reafon’s  keen  fword,  and  Toleration’s  fhield. 

In  climes  where  Perfecution’s  iron  mace 
Is  rais’d  to  maffacre  the  human  race  ! 

The  heart  of  Nature  will  your  virtue  feel. 

And  her  immortal  voice  reward  your  zeal 
Firff  in  her  praife  her  feariefs  champions  live. 
Crown’d  with  the  nobleft  palms  that  earth  can  give, 
Firm  in  this  band,  who  to  her  aid  advance. 

And  high  amid  th’  Hiftoric  fons  of  France, 
Delighted  Nature  faw,  with  partial  care. 

The  lively  vigour  of  the  gay  Voltaire  ; 

And  fondly  gave  him,  with  Anacreon’s  fire 
To  throw  the  hand  of  Age  acrofs  the  lyre: 

But  mute  that  vary’d  voice,  which  pleas’d  fo  long  ! 
Th’  Hiftorian’s  tale  is  clos’d,  the  Poet’s  fong  1 
Within  the  narrow  tomb  behold  him  lie. 

Who  fill’d  fo  large  a  fpace  in  Learning’s  eye  \ 
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Thou  Mind  unweary’d  !  thy  long  toils  are  o’er ; 

Cenfure  and  Praife  can  touch  thy  ear  no  more  : 

Still  let  me  breathe  with  juft  regret  thy  name. 

Lament  thy  foibles,  and  thy  powers  proclaim  l 
On  the  wide  fea  of  Letters  ’twas  thy  boaft 
To  croud  each  fail,  and  touch  at  every  coaft: 

From  that  rich  deep  how  often  haft  thou  brought 
The  pure  and  precious  pearls  of  fplendid  Thought ! 

How  didft  thou  triumph  on  that  fubjedl-tide. 

Till  Vanity’s  wild  guft,  and  ftormy  Pride, 

Drove  thy  ftrong  bark,  in  evil  hour,  to  fplit 
Upon  the  fatal  rock  of  impious  Wit ! 

But  be  thy  failings  cover’d  by  thy  tomb ! 

And  guardian  laurels  o’er  thy  allies  bloom  ! 

From  the  long  annals  of  the  world  thy  art. 

With  chemic  procefs,  drew  the  richer  part ; 

To  Hift’ry  gave  a  philosophic  air, 

And  made  the  intereft  of  mankind  her  care  ; 

Fleas’d  her  grave  brow  with  garlands  to  adorn, 

And  from  the  rofe  of  Knowledge  llrip  the  thoriu 
Thy  lively  Eloquence,  in  profe,  in  verfe. 

Still  keenly  bright,  and  elegantly  terfe. 

Flames  with  bold  fpirit ;  yet  is  idly  rafh  : 

Thy  promis’d  light  is  oft  a  dazzling  flaih ; 

Thy  wifdom  verges  to  farcaftic  fport. 

Satire  thy  joy  !  and  ridicule  thy  fort  ! 

But  the  gay  Genius  of  the  Gallic  foil. 

Shrinking  from  folemn  talks  of  fericus  toil. 

Thro’  every  fcene  his  playful  air  maintains. 

And  in  the  light  Memoir  unrival’d  reigns. 

Thy  Wits,  Q  France  !  (as  e’en  thy  Critics  own) 

Support  not  Hiftory’s  majeftic  tone  ; 

They,  like  thy  Soldiers,  want,  in  feats  of  length. 

The  perfevering  foul  of  Britilh  ftrength. 

Ch&raffers  of  Camden,  Rawleigh,  Clarendon,  Burnet* 
Rapin,  Hume,  Lyttelton.  From  the  fame, 

HAIL  to  thee,  Britain  !  hail !  delightful  land  ! 

I  fpring  with  filial  joy  to  reach  thy  ftrand  : 

And  thou  !  bleft  nourilher  of  Souls,  jfublime 
As  e’er  immortaliz’d  their  native  clime, 

Rich  in  Poetic  treafures,  yet  excufe 
The  trivial  offering  of  an  humble  Mufe, 

Who  pants  to  add,  with  fears  by  love  o’ercome. 

Her  mite  of  Glory  to  thy  countlefs  fum  ! 

With  vary’d  colours,  of  the  richeft  die, 

Tame’s  brilliant  banners  o’er  thy  Offspring  fly : 
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In  native  Vigour  bold,  by  Freedom  led. 

No  path  of  honour  have  they  fail’d  to  tread  : 

But  while  they  wifely  plan,  and  bravely  dare. 

Their  own  atchievements  are  their  lateil  care. 

Tho’  Camden,  rich  in  Learning’s  various  ftore. 

Sought  in  Tradition’s  mine  Truth’s  genuine  ore. 

The  wafte  of  Hift’ry  lay  in  lifelefs  fhade, 

Tho’  Rawleigh’s  piercing  eye  that  world  furvey’d. 

Tho’  mightier  names  there  call  a  cafual  glance, 

They  feem’d  to  faunter  round  the  held  by  chance. 

Till  Clarendon  arofe,  and  in  the  hour 
When  civil  Difcord  wait’d  each  mental  Power, 

With  brave  defire  to  reach  this  d i flan t  goal. 

Strain’d  all  the  vigour  of  his  manly  foul. 

Nor  Truth,  nor  Freedom’s  injur’d  Powers,  allow 
A  wreath  unfpotted  to  his  haughty  brow  : 

Friendfhip’s  firm  fpirit  flill  his  fame  exalts. 

With  fweet  atonement  for  his  leffer  faults. 

His  pomp  of  phrafe,  his  period  of  a  mile. 

And  all  the  maze  of  his  bewilder’d  flyle. 

Illum’d  by  warmth  of  heart,  no  more  offend  : 

What  cannot  Talle  forgive,  in  Falkland’s  friend  ? 

Nor  flow  his  praifes  from  this  Angle  fource  ; 

One  province  of  his  art  aifplays  his  force  : 

His  Portraits  boafl,  with  features  ftrongly  like. 

The  foft  preciflon  of  the  clear  Vandyke  : 

Tho’,  like  the  Painter,  his  faint  talents  yield. 

And  fink  embarrafs’d  in  the  Epic  field. 

Yet  fhall  his  labours  long  adorn  our  idle. 

Like  the  proud  glories  of  fome  Gothic  pile  : 

They,  tho’  conftruded  by  a  Bigot’s  hand,  v 

Nor  nicely  finifh’d,  nor  corredly  plan’d. 

With  folemn  Majefly,  and  pious  Gloom, 

An  awful  influence  o’er  the  mind  affume  ; 

And  from  the  alien  eyes  of  every  fed. 

Attrad  obfervance,  and  command  refped. 

In  following  years,  when  thy  great  name,  NaSsavI 
S'tampt  the  bleft  deed  of  Liberty  and  Law  ; 

When  clear,  and  guiltlefs  of  Oppreflion’s  rage. 

There  rofe  in  Britain  an  Auguitan  age. 

And  clufler’d  Wits,  by  emulation  bright. 

Diffus’d  o’er  Anna’s  reign  their  mental  light; 

That  conflellation  feem’d,  tho’  ftrong  its  flame. 

To  want  the  fplendor  of  Hiftoric  fame  : 

Yet  Burnet’s  page  may  Jailing  glory  hope. 

Howe’er  infulted  by  the  fpleen  of  Pope. 

Tho’  his  rough  language  hafle  and  warmth  denote. 

With  ardent  Honeity  of  foul  he  wrote  ; 
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Tho*  critic  cenfures  on  his  work  may  {bower. 

Like  Faith,  his  freedom  has  a  having  power. 

Nor  (halt  thou  want,  Rapin  !  thy  well-earn’d  praife. 
The  fage  Polybius  thou  of  modern  days ! 

Thy  fword,  thy  pen,  have  both  thy  name  endear’d  5 
This  join’d  our  arms,  and  that  our  ftory  clear’d  : 

Thy  foreign  hand  difcharg’d  th’  Hiftorian’s  truft, 
XJnfway’d  by  Party,  and  to  Freedom  juft. 

To  letter’d  Fame  we  own  thy  fair  pretence. 

From  patient  Labour,  and  from  candid  Senfe. 

Yet  public  Favour,  ever  hard  to  fix, 

Flew  from  thy  page,  as  heavy  and  prolix. 

For  foon,  emerging  from  the  Soph  ill’s  fchool. 

With  Spirit  eager,  yet  with  Judgment  cool. 

With  fubtle  {kill  to  fteal  upon  applaufe, 

And  give  falfe  vigour  to  the  weaker  caufe  ; 

To  paint  a  fpecious  fcene  with  niceft  art. 

Retouch  the  whole,  and  varniih  every  part ; 

Graceful  in  Style,  in  Argument  acute; 

Mafter  of  every  trick  in  keen  Difpute  l 

With  thefe  ftrong  powers  to  form  a  winning  tale. 

And  hide  Deceit  in  Moderation’s  veil. 

High  on  the  pinnacle  of  Faftiion  plac’d,, 

Hume  {hone  the  idol  of  Hiftoric  Tafte. 

Already,  pierc’d  by  Freedom’s  fearching  rays. 

The  waxen  fabric  of  his  fame  decays.— 

Think  not,  keen  Spirit!  that  thefe  hands  prefume 
To  tear  each  leaf  of  laurel  from  thy  tomb  ! 

Thefe  hands !  which,  if  a,  heart  of  human  frame 
Could  ftoop  to  harbour  that  ungenerous  aim. 

Would  ftiield  thy  grave,  and  give,  with  guardian  care. 
Each  type  of  Eloquence  to  fiourifti  there  ! 

But  public  Love  commands  the  painful  talk, 

(  .  From  the  pretended  Sage  to  ftrip  the  mafk. 

When  his  falfe  tongue,  averfe  to  Freedom’s  caufe. 
Profanes  tne  fpirit  of  her  ancient  laws. 

As  Afia’s  Toothing  opiate  drugs,  by  ftealth. 

Shake  every  ftacken’d  nerve,  and  fap  the  health  ; 

T  hy  writings  thus,  with  noxious  charms  refin’d. 
Seeming  to  foothe  its  ills,  unnerve  the  mind. 

While  the  keen  cunning  of  thy  hand  pretends 
To  ftrike  alone  at  Party’s  abjedt  ends. 

Our  hearts  more  free  from  Faction’s  weeds  we  feel. 
But  they  have  loft  the  flower  of  Patriot  zeal. 

Wild  as  thy  feeble  Metaphyftc  page. 

Thy  Hift’ry  rambles  into  Sceptic  rage ; 

Whofe  giddy  and  fantaftic  dreams  abufe 
A  Hampden’s  Virtue,  and  a  Shakespeare’s  Mufe. 


With 
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With  purer  fpirit,  free  from  party  drife. 

To  foothe  his  evening  hour  of  honour'd  life. 

See  candid  Lyttelton  at  length  unfold 
The  deeds  of  liberty  in  days  of  old  ! 

Fond  of  the  theme,  and  narrative  with  age. 

He  winds  the  lengthen’d  tale  thro’  many  a  page  ; 

But  there  the  beams  of  Patriot  Virtue  fhine  ; 

There  Truth  and  Freedom  fanttify  the  line. 

And  laurels,  due  to  Civil  Wifdom,  fhield 
This  noble  Nedorof  th’  Hidoric  field. 

The  living  names,  who  there  difplay  their  power. 

And  give  its  glory  to  the  prefent  hour, 

I  pafs  with  mute  regard  ;  in  fear  to  fail. 

Weighing  their  worth  in  a  fufpe&ed  fcale  : 

Thy  right,  Poderity  !  I  facred  hold. 

To  fix  the  damp  on  literary  gold  ; 

Bled  !  if  this  lighter  ore,  which  Iprepare 
For  thy  fupreme  Aflay,  with  anxious  care. 

Thy  current  fan&ion  unimpeach’d  enjoy. 

As  only  tin&ur’d  with  a  flight  alloy  1 

RONDEAU.  Sung  by  Mrs.  Barthelemon,  at  Ranelagh. 


IGHT  and  day  the  anxious  lover 
Is  attentive  to  the  fair. 


Till  the  doubtful  courtfhip’s  over : 

Is  (he  then  fo  much  his  care  ? 

"Warm  as  Summer  his  addrefles, 

Hope  and  ardour’s  in  his  eyes  ; 
Cool  as  Winter  his  carefles. 

When  fhe  yields  his  captive  prize. 

Now  the  owner  of  her  beauty. 

Sees  no  more  an  Angel  face  ; 

Half  is  love,  the  red  is  duty  : 

Pleafure  fure  is  in  the  chace. 


.  / 
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Account  of  Books  for  1780. 


Anecdotes  of  Painting  in  England ; 
with  fome  Account  of  the  principal 
Ariifts ,  and  incidental  Notes  on 
other  Arts ;  collected  by  the  late 
Mr.  George  Vertue  ;  and  now 
digefed  and  publijhed  from  his 
original  MSS.  by  Mr.  Horace 
Walpole.  Vol.  3 d.  and  qtb. 

WE  are  Indebted  to  our  read¬ 
ers  a  long  arrear  on  the 
account  of  the  honourable  editor 
of  thefe  memoirs.  The  two  fir  ft 
volumes  were  publiihed  in  the  year 
1762  :  and  a  Ihort  view  of  the 
compiler’s  plan,  together  with  our 
opinion  of  the  judicious  and  live-* 
Jy  manner  in  which  it  was  exe¬ 
cuted,  were  given  in  the  Annual 
IRegifter  of  that  date.  The  third 
volume  came  out  the  following 
year;  but  the  account  of  it  was 
deferred  till  the  publication  of  the 
fourth  and  laft,  which  was  then 
promifed,  and  for  which  we  have 
waited  with  all  the  impatience, 
that  the  fingular  merit  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  parts  had,  we  believe,  very 
generally  excited. 

But,  how  much  foever  we  may 
have  fullered  from  this  delay  in  the 
gratification  of  our  curiofity,  the 
motives  that  occafioned  it  cannot 
be  fufficiently  commended.  Mr. 
Walpole,  whofe  humanity  and  be¬ 
nevolence  are  as  much  admired  in 
private  life,  as  his  fine  genius  and 


lively  talents  are  by  the  public, 
was  unwilling,  as  he  hi  rule  if  in» 
forms  us,  fc  to  utter  even  gentle 
cenfures,  which  might  wound  the 
affe&ions,  or  offend  the  prejudices, 
of  thofe  related  to  perfons,  whom 
truth  forbad  him  to  commend 
beyond  their  merits. — —As  he 
could  not  therefore  refolve,  like 
moil  biographifis,  to  difpenfe  uni- 
verfal  panegyric,  the  publication  of 
this  laft  volume,  which  contains 
the  lives  of  ar tills  in  the  two  late 
reigns,  though  it  had  been  long 
written,  and  even  printed,  was 
deferred,  from  motives  of  tender- 
nefs  towards  their  furviving  friends 
and  relations.”  To  rifle  the  tide 
of  popular  curiofity  would  have 
been  a  dangerous  experiment  in  an 
author  of  doubtful  reputation.  On 
the  other  hand,  to  facrifice  a  long 
period  of  certain  fame  to  the  gra¬ 
tification  of  a  private  fatisfa&ion, 
was  ftill  lefs  to  be  expected  from 
the  vanity  of  an  applauded  fa¬ 
vourite.  But  Mr.  Walpole’s  ge¬ 
nius  and  virtues  make  him  fupe- 
rior  to  both  thefe  considerations ; 
and  he  knows  that  men  of  true 
tafte  will  not  lefs  admire  the  be¬ 
neficent  exertions  of  the  one,  than 
the  moft  brilliant  productions  of  the 
other. 

The  firft  of  the  volumes  now 
before  us  commences  with  the 
reign  of  Charles  thelecond.  **  The 

arts. 


ACCOUNT  OF  BOOKS. 


arts,  fays  this  fpiritea  writer,  were 
in  a  manner  expelled  with  the 
royal  family  from  Britain.  The 
anecdotes  of  a  civil  war  are  the 
hiftoryof  deftru&ion.  In  all  ages, 
the  mob  have  vented  their  hatred 
to  tyrants,  on  the  pomp  of  tyran¬ 
ny.  1  he  magnificence,  the  people 
have  envied,  they  grow  to  deteif ; 
and  miftaking  confequences  for 
caufes,  the  firffc  objects  of  their 
fury  are  the  palaces  of  their  maf- 
ters.  If  religion  is  thrown  into 
the  quarrel,  the  moil  innocent  arts 
are  catalogued  with  fins.  This 
was  the  cafe  in  the  contefts  be¬ 
tween  Charles  and  his  parliament. 
As  he  had  blended  affection  to  the 
fciences  with  a  luitof  power,  non- 
fenfe  and  ignorance  were  adopted 
into  the  liberties  of  the  fubject. 
Painting  became  idolatry,  monu¬ 
ments  were  deemed  carnal  pride, 
and  a  venerable  cathedral  feemed 
equally  contradictory  to  Magna 
Charta  and  the  Bible.  Learning 
and  wit  were  conftrued  to  be  fo 
heathen,  that  one  would  have 
thought  the  Holy  Ghoft  could  en¬ 
dure  nothing  above  a  pun.  What 
the  fury  of  Henry  the  Vlllth  had 
fpared,  was  condemned  by  the 
Puritans  :  Ruin  was  their  harveft, 
and  they  gleaned  after  the  refor¬ 
mers.  Had  they  countenanced 
any  of  the  fofter  arts,  what  could 
thofe  arts  have  reprefentea  ?  How 
pidlurefque  was  the  figure  of  an 
Anabaptifl:  r  but  feftaries  have  no 
oftenfible  enjoyments ;  their  plea- 
fures  are  private,  comfortable,  and 
grofs.  The  arts  that  civilize  fo- 
ciety,  are  not  calculated  for  men 
who  mean  to  rife  on  the  ruins  of 
eftablifhed  order.  Jargon  and  au¬ 
sterities  are  the  weapons  that  belt 
icrve  the  purpofes  of  herefiarcs  and 
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innovators.  The  fciences  have  been 
excommunicated,  from  the  Gnof- 
tics  to  Mr.  Whitfield. 

ft  The  restoration  of  royalty 
brought  back  the  arts,  not  take. 
Charles  the  lid  had  a  turn  to  me¬ 
chanics,  but  to  none  of  the  politer 
fciences.  He  had  learned  to  draw 
in  his  youth.  In  the  imperial  li¬ 
brary  at  Vienna  is  a  view  of  the 
Ifie  of  jerfey,  defigned  by  him. 
But  he  was  too  indolent  to  amufe 
himfelf.  He  introduced  the  fa- 
ihions  of  the  court  of  France, 
without  its  elegance.  He  had  feen 
Louis  the  XIVth  countenance  Cor¬ 
neille,  Moliere,  and  Boileau,  who 
forming  themfelves  on  the  models 
of  the  ancients,  feemed  by  the  pu¬ 
rity  of  their  writings  to  have  iiu- 
died  in  Sparta.  Charles  found  as 
much  genius  at  home,  but  how 
licentious,  how  indelicate  was  the 
ftile  he  permitted  or  demanded! 
Drvden’s  tragedies  are  a  compound 
of  bombaft  and  heroic  obfcenity, 
inclofed  in  the  mod  beautiful  num¬ 
bers.  If  Wycherley  had  nature,  it 
is  nature  ftark  naked.  The  pain¬ 
ters  of  that  age  veiled  it  but  little 
more.  Sir  Peter  Lely  fcarce  laves 
appearances  but  by  a  bit  of  fringe 
or  embroidery.  His  nymphs,  ge¬ 
nerally  repofed  on  the  turf,  are  too 
wanton  and  too  magnificent  to  be 
taken  for  any  thing  but  maids  of 
honour.  Yet  fantaliic  as  his  com- 
pofitions  feem,  they  were  pretty 
much  in  the  drefs  of  the  times,  as 
it  is  evident  by  a  Puritan  traffc 
publifhed  in  r 678,  and  intituled 
“  Juft  and  Reafonable  Reprebenfions 
of  Naked  Breajts  and  Shoulders 
'i  he  court  had  gone  a  good  way 
beyond  the  fafiiion  of  the  preccd- 
ing  reign,  when  the  gallantry  in 
vogue  was  to  wear  a  lock  of  fome 

favourite 
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favourite  objefl ;  and  yet  Prynne 
]iad  thought  that  mode  fo  damn¬ 
able,  that  he  publifhed  an  abfurd 
piece  againftit,  called  The  Unlove- 
linefs  of  Lave- locks  *. 

ee  The  fectaries  in  oppofition  to 
the  king,  had  run  into  the  ex¬ 
treme  again  ft  poll  ten  efs :  The  new 
court,  to  indemnify  themfelves  and 
mark  averfion  to  their  rigid  adver- 
faries,  took  the  other  extreme : 
Elegance  and  delicacy  were  the 
point  from  which  both  lides  ftarted 
different  ways ;  and  tafte  was  as 
little  fought  by  the  men  of  wit, 
as  by  thofe  who  called  themfelves 
the  men  of  Go d.  The  latter 
thought  that  to  demolifh  was  to 
reform  ;  the  others,  that  ridicule 
was  the  only  rational  corrective ; 
and  thus,  while  one  party  deftroyed 
all  order,  and  the  other  gave  a 
loose  to  diforder,  no  wonder  the 
age  produced  no  work  of  art,  that 
was  worthy  of  being  prefer ved  by 
pofterity.  Yet  in  a  hiftory  of  the 
arts.,  as  in  other  hiftories,  the  times 
of  confufion  and  barbarifm  muft 
have  their  place,  to  preferve  the 
conne6tion,and  to  afcertain  the  ebb 
and  flow  of  genius.  One  likes  to 
fee  through  what  clouds  broke  forth 
the  age  of  Auguftus  — 

— The  fhort  and  tempeftuous 
reign  of  James,  fays  our  author, 
though  he  himfelf  feemstohavehad 
much  inclination  to  them,  afforded 
fmall  encouragement  to  the  arts. 
His  religion  was  not  of  a  complexion 
to  exclude  decoration  ;  but  four 
years,  crouded  with  infurreClions, 
profecutions,  innovations,  were  not 


likely  to  make  a  figure  in  a  hiftory 
of  painting.” — —  ^ 

King  William  follows  next 
in  order.  <£  This  prince,  he  ob- 
ferves,  like  moft  of  thofe  in  our 
annals,  contributed  nothing  to 
the  advancement  of  arts.  He  was 
born  in  a  country  where  tafte  never 
flourifhed,  and  nature  had  not 
given  it  him  as  an  embellifhment 
of  his  great  qualities.  lie  courted 
fame,  but  none  of  her  minifters. 
Holland  owed  its  prefervation  to 
his  heroic  virtue;  England  its  li¬ 
berty  to  his  ambition  ;  Europe  its 
independence  to  his  competition 
with  Louis  tho  XIVth  ;  for  how¬ 
ever  unfuccefsful  in  the  conteft, 
the  very  ftruggle  was  falutary.  Be¬ 
ing  obliged  to  draw  all  his  re- 
fources  from  himfelf,  and  not  con¬ 
tent  to  acquire  glory  by  proxy,  he 
had  no  leifure,  like  his  rival,  to 
prefide  over  the  regifters  of  his 
fame.  He  fought  his  own  battles, 
inftead  of  choofing  mottoes  for  the 
medals  that  recorded  them ;  and 
although  my  Lord  Hallifax  pro- 
mi  fed  him  that  his  wound,  in  the 
battle  of  the  Boyne, 

Should  run  for  ever  purple  in  our  looms, 

his  majefty  certainly  did  not  be- 
fpeak  a  fingle  fuit  of  tapeftry  in 
memory  of  the  adlion.  In  Eng¬ 
land  he  met  with  nothing  but  dif- 
gufts.  He  underftood  little  of  the 
nation,  and  feems  to  have  afled 
too  much  upon  a  plan  formed  be¬ 
fore  he  carne  over ;  and,  however 
neceffary  to  his  early  fituation, 
little  adapted  to  fo  peculiar  a  peo- 


*  “  At  the  fale  of  the  late  Lady  Worfely,  about  ftven  or  eight  years  ago, 
was  the  portrait  of  the  Duchefs  of  Somerfet,  daughter  to  Robert  Earl  of  Eflex 
(Q^Elizabeth’s  favourite),  with  a  lock  of  her  father’s  hair  hanging  on  her  neck, 
and  the  lock  itfelf  was  in  the  fame  audion.” 
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pie  as  the  Englifh.  He  thought 
that  valour  and  taciturnity  would 
conquer  or  govern  the  world,  and 
vainly  imagining  his  new  fubje&s 
loved  liberty  better  than  party,  he 
trulled  to  their  feeling  gratitude 
for  a  bleffing,  which  they  could 
not  help  feeing  was  conferred  a 
little  for  his  own  fake.  Referved, 
unfociable,  ill  in  his  health,  and 
foured  by  his  fituation,  he  fought 
none  of  thofe  amufements  that 
make  the  hours  of  the  happy  much 
happier.  If  we  mud  except  the 
palace  at  Hampton  Court,  at  lead 
it  is  no  monument  of  his  tafte  ;  it 
feems  erebted  in  emulation  of  what 
it  certainly  was  meant  to  imitate, 
the  pompous  edifices  of  the  French 
monarch.  We  are  told  that 

——Great  Naflau  to  Kneller’s  i\anh 
decreed 

To  fix;  him  graceful  on  the  bounding 
fleed. 

In  general  I  believe  his  majedy 
patronized  neither  painters  nor  * 
poets,  though  he  was  happy  in  the 
latter — but  the  cafe  is  different ;  a 
great  prince  may  have  a  Garth,  a 
Prior,  a  Montagu,  and  want  Titi¬ 
ans  and  Vandycks,  if  he  encou¬ 
rages  neither — You  mull  addrefs 
yourfelf  to  a  painter  if  you  wifh 
to  be  flattered — A  poet  brings  his 
incenfe  to  you.  Mary  feems  to 
have  had  little  more  propenfity  to 
the  arts  than  the  king  :  the  good 
queen  loved  to  work  and  talk,  and 
contented  herfelf  with  praying  to 
God  that  her  hufband  might  be  a 
great  hero,  fince  he  did  not  choofe 
to  be  a  fond  hufbancj. - 

— Of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne 
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fo  illuflrated  by  heroes,  he  obferves, 
that  it  “  was  not  equally  fortu¬ 
nate  in  artids.  Except  Kneller, 
fcarce  a  painter  of  note.  Wed- 
miniter- Abbey  teftifies  there  was 
no  eminent  datuaries.  One  man 
there  was  who  difgraced  this  period 
by  his  architecture  as  much  as  he 
enlivened  it  by  his  wit;  formed  to 
pleafe  both  Augudus  and  an 
Egyptian  monarch,  who  thought 
nothing  preferved  fame  like  a  folid 
mafs  of  done,  he  produced  a  Re- 
lapfe  and  Blenheim.  Party,  that 
fharpened  the  genius  of  the  age, 
difhonoured  it  too,  A  halfpenny 
print  of  Sacheverel  would  have 
been  preferred  to  a  fketch  of  Ra¬ 
phael.  Lord  Sunderland  and  Lord 
Oxford  collected  books,  the  Duke 
of  Devonfhire  and  Lord  Pembroke, 
pictures,  medals,  flatues :  The 
performance  of  the  time  had  little 
pretentions  to  be  admitted  into 
fuch  cabinets. — - 

— The  fourth  volume  opens  with 

L 

George  the  firlt.  “  We  are  now 
arrived,”  fays  Mr.  Walpole,  at 
the  period,  in  which  the  arts  were 
funk  to  the  lowed  ebb  in,  Britain. 
From  the  diffnefs  introduced  by 
Holbein  and  the  Flemifh  maders, 
who  not  only  laboured  under  the 
timidity  of  the  new  art,  but  who 
faw  nothing  but  the  ftarch  and  un- 
pliant  habits  of  the  times,  we  were 
fallen  into  a  loofe,  and,  if  I  may 
ufe  the  word,  a  dijfolute  kind  of 
painting,  which  was  not  lefs  bar¬ 
barous  than  the  oppofite  extreme, 
and  yet  had  not  the  merit  of  re- 
prefenting  even  the  drefles  of  the 
age.  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller  dill 
lived,  but  only  in  name,  which  he 


*  King  William  had  fo  little  leifure  to  attend  to,  or  fo  little  difpofition  to 
men  of  wit,  that  when  St.  Evremcnt  was  introduc  d  to  him,  the  king  laid 
coldly,  “  I  think  you  was  a  major-general  in  the  French  feivice,” 

proflituted 
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profKtuted  by  fufFerlng  the  moil 
wretched  aaubings  of  hired  fubfti- 
tutes  to  pafs  for  his  works,  while 
at  moli  he  gave  hinrifelf  the  trouble 
of  taking  the  likenefs  of  the  per- 
fon  who  fat  to  him.  His  bold  and 
free  manner  was  the  foie  admira¬ 
tion  of  his  fucceffors,  who  thought 
they  had  caught  his  ftyle,  when 
they  neglected  drawing,  probabi¬ 
lity,  and  hniihing.  Kneller  had 
exasperated  the  curls  of  full-bot- 

00  ... 

tomed  wigs  and  the  tiaras  of  rib¬ 
bands,  lace  and  hair,  till  he  had 
flruck  out  a  graceful  kind  of  un¬ 
natural  grandeur  ;  but  the  Succeed¬ 
ing  inodes  were  Hill  lefs  favour¬ 
able  to  pi&urefque  imagination. 
The  habits  of  the  time  were  ftirunk 
to  awkward  coats  and  waiftcoats 
for  the  men;  and  for  the  women, 
to  tight-laced  gowns,  round  hoops, 
and  half  a  dozen  fqueezed  plaits 
of  linen,  to  which  dangled  behind 
two  unmeaning  pendants,  called 
lappets,  not  half  covering  their 
ffrait-drawn  hair.  Dahl,  Dagar, 
Richardfon,  jervas,  and  others, 
rebuffed  with  fuch  barbarous  forms, 
and  not  poffeffing  genius  enough 
to  deviate  from  what  they  faw  into 
graceful  variations,  cloathed  all 
their  perfonages  with  a  loofe  dra¬ 
pery  and  airy  mantles,  which  not 
only  were  not,  but  could  not  be 
the  drefs  of  any  age  or  nation,  fo 
little  were  they  adapted  to  cover 
the  limbs,  to  exhibit  any  form,  or 
to  adhere  to  the  perfon,  which 
they  fcarce  enveloped,  and  from 
which  they  mull  fall  on  the  lead; 
motion.  As  thofe  cafual  lappings 
and  flowing  ftreamers  were  imitated 
from  nothing,  they  feldom  have 
any  folds  or  chiaro  Tcuro ;  ana¬ 
tomy  and  colouring  being  equally 
forgotten.  Linen,  from  what  ceco- 
nomy  I  know  not,  is  feldom  allowed 


in  thofe  portraits,  even  to  the  la¬ 
dies,  who  lean  carelefly  on  a  bank, 
and  play  with  a  parrot  they  do  not 
look  at,  under  a  tranquillity  which 
ill  accords  with  their  Teeming  fttu- 
ation,  the  flightnefs  of  their  veft- 
ment  and  the  lanknefs  of  their  hair 
having  the  appearance  of  their 
being  juft  rifen  from  the  bath,  and 
of  having  found  none  of  their 
cloaths  to  put  on,  but  a  loofe 
gown.  Architecture  was  perverted 
to  meer  houfe-building,  where  it 
retained  not  a  little  of  Vanbrugh  ; 
and  if  employed  on  churches,  pro¬ 
duced  at  be  ft  but  corrupt  and  taw¬ 
dry  imitations  of  Sir  Chriftopher 
Wren.  Statuary  ftill  lefs  deferved 
the  name  of  an  art. 

The  new  monarch  was  void  of 
tafte,  and  not  likely  at  an  advanced 
age  to  encourage  the  embellifh- 
ment  of  a  country,  to  which  he 
had  little  partiality,  and  with  the 
face  of  which  he  had  few  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  getting  acquainted  ; 
though  had  he  been  better  known, 
he  mu  ft  have  grown  the  delight  of 
it,  poffeffing  all  that  plain  good- 
humoured  flmplicity  and  focial  in¬ 
tegrity,  which  peculiarly  diftin- 
guifties  the  honejl  Englijh  private 
gentleman .  Like  thofe  patriots,  it 
was  more  natural  to  George  the 
firft  to  be  content  with,  or  even 
partial  to  whatever  he  found  eftab- 
liffeed,  than  to  feek  for  improve¬ 
ment  and  foreign  ornament.  But 
the  arts,  when  neglefted,  always 
degenerate.  Encouragement  mu  ft 
keep  them  up,  or  a  genius  revivify 
them.  Neither  happened  under  the 
firft  of  the  houfe  of  Brunfwic.” 

Having  finilhed  the  reign  of 
George  the  firft,  it  is  with 
complacency,  fays  the  author,  I 
enter  upon  a  more  fhining  period 
in  the  hiftory  of  arts,  upon  a  new 
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asra ;  for  though  painting  made 
but  feeble  efforts  towards  advance¬ 
ment,  yet  it  was  in  the  reign  of 
George  the  fecond  that  architecture 
revived  in  antique  purity;  and 
that  an  art  unknown  to  every  age 
and  climate  not  only  ftarted  into 
being,  but  advanced  with  malter- 
fteps  to  vigorous  perfection  ;  I 
mean,  the  art  of  gardening,  or  as 
I  fhould  chufe  to  call  it,  the  art  of 
creating,  landfcape.  Rylbrack  and 
Roubiliac  redeemed  katuary  from 
reproach,  and  engraving  began  to 
demand  better  painters,  whofe 
works  it  might  imitate.  The  king, 
it  is  true,  had  little  propenfity  to 
refined  pleafures ;  but  queen  Ca¬ 
roline  was  ever  ready  to  reward 
merit,  and  wifhed  to  have  their 
reign  illuftrated  by  monuments  of 
genius.  She  enkirined  Newton, 
Boyle,  and  Locke  :  fhe  employed 
•Kent,  and  fat  to  Zincke.  Pope 
might  have  enjoyed  her  favour, 
and  Swift  had  it  at  firll,  till  info- 
lent  under  the  ma£k  of  indepen¬ 
dence  ;  and  not  content  without 
domineering  over  her  politics,  fhe 
abandoned  him  to  his  ill-humour, 
and  to  the  vexation  of  that  mif- 
guided  and  difappointed  ambition, 
that  perverted  and  preyed  on  his 
excellent  genius. 

To  have  an  exaCt  view  of  fo 
long  a  reign  as  that  of  George  the 
fecond,  it  mull  be  remembered 
that  many  of  the  artirts  already 
recorded  lived  pak  the  beginning 
of  it,  and  were  principal  perfor¬ 
mers.  Thus  the  ftyle  that  had 
predominated  both  in  painting  and 
architecture  in  the  two  preceding 
reigns,  kill  exiked  during  the  firll 
years  of  the  late  king,  and  may  be 
confidered  as  the  remains  of  the 
fchools  of  Dahl  and  Sir  Godfrey 
Kneller,  and  of  Sir  Chrikopher' 
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Wren.  Richardfon  and  Jervas, 
Gibbs  and  Campbell,  were  Hill  at 
the  head  of  their  refpeClive  pro- 
feliions.  Each  art  improved,  be¬ 
fore  the  old  profeffors  left  the  ffage. 
Vanloo  introduced  a  better  ftyle 
of  draperies,  which  by  the  help  of 
Vanaken,  became  common  to  and 
indeed  the  fame  in  the  works  of 
al  1110ft  all  our  painters  ;  and  Leoni, 
by  publilhing  and  imitating  Pal¬ 
ladio,  difencumbered  architecture 
from  fome  of  the  weight  with 
which  it  had  been  overloaded. 
Kent,  Lord  Burlington,  and  Lord 
Pembroke,  though  the  two  firit 
were  no  foes  to  heavy  ornaments, 
reftored  every  other  grace  to  that 
impofmg  fcience,  and  left  the  art 
in  poffeftion  of  all  its  rights — yec 
Hill  Mr.  Adam  and  Mr.  Chambers 
were  wanting  to  give  it  perfeCt  de¬ 
licacy.  The  reign  was  not  clofed, 
when  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  ran- 
forned  portrait-painting  from  insi¬ 
pidity,  and  would  have  excelled 
the  greateil  makers  in  that  branch, 
if  his  colouring  were  as  lafting,  as 
his  tafte  and  imagination  are  in» 
exhauftible.” 

We  cannot  clofe  thefe  extrafts 
without  adding  one  more,  in  which 
Mr.  W.  has  done  juftice  to  the 
merits  of  our  living  arti Its,  with 
the  fame  tafte  and  difcernment, 
that  he  has  appreciated  the  value 
of  their  predeceffors — In  an  adver- 
tifement  prefixed  to  the  1  aft  vo¬ 
lume,  he  acquaints  us  that  “  The 
work  is  carried  as  far  as  the  author 
intended  to  go,  though  he  is  fen- 
fible  he  could  continue  it  with 
more  fatisfaClion  to  himfelf,  as  the 
ai  ts,  at  leak  thole  of  painting  and 
architecture,  are  emerging  from 
the  wretched  Hate  in  which  they 
lay  at  the  acceflion  of  George  the 
firk.  To  architecture,  take  and 
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vigour  were  given  by  lord  Burling¬ 
ton'  and  Kent- — -They  have  fuc- 
ceffors  worthy  of  the  tone  they  gave ; 
if,  as  refinement  generally  verges 
to  extreme  contrarieties,  'Kent’s 
ponderofity  does  not  degenerate  in¬ 
to  filligraine— -But  the  modern  Pan¬ 
theon,  uniting  grandeur  and  light- 
nefs,  fimplicity  and  ornament, feems 
to  have  marked  the  medium,  where 
tafte  mud  ftop.  The  architect  who 
fhali  endeavour  to  refine  on  Mr. 
Wyat,  will  perhaps  give  date  to 
the  age  of  embroidery.  Virgil, 
Longinus  and  Vitruvius  afford  no 
rules,  no  examples,  of  fcattering 
finery. 

This  delicate  redundance  of  or¬ 
nament  growing  into  our  archi¬ 
tecture  might  perhaps  be  checked, 
if  our  artids  would  dudy  the  fob- 
lime  dreams  of  Piranefi,  who  feems 
to  have  conceived  vifions  of  Rome 
beyond  what  it  boaded  even  in  the 
meridian  of  its  fplendor.  Savage 
as  Salyator  Rofa,  fierce  as  Michael 
Angelo,  and  exuberant  as  Rubens, 
he  has  imagined  fcenes  that  w'ould 
dartle  geometry,  and  ex-hauft  the 
Indies  to  realize.  He  piles  palaces 
on  bridges,  and  temples  on  palaces, 
and  Rales  Heaven  with  mountains 


of  edifices.  Yet  what  tada  in  bis 
boldnefs  !  what  grandeur  in  his 
wildnefs !  what  labour  and  thought 
both  in  his  radinefs  and  details! 
Architecture,  indeed,  has  in  a 
manner  two  fexes ;  its  mafculine 
dignity  can  only  exert  its  muffles 
in  public  works  and  at  public  ex¬ 
pence  ;  its  fofter  beauties  come  bet¬ 
ter  within  the  compafs  of  private 
refidence  and  enjoyment. 

How  painting  has  rekindled 
from  its  embers,  the  works  of 
many  living  artids  ^demondrate. 
The  prints  after  tne  works  of  Sir 
Jofhua  Reynolds  have  fpread  his 
fame  to  Italy,  where  they  have  not 
at  prefent  a  fingle  painter  that  can 
pretend  to  rival  an  imagination  fo 
fertile,  that  the  attitudes  of  his 
portraits  are  as  *  various  as  thofe 
of  hidory.  In  what  age  were  pa¬ 
ternal  defpair  and  the  horrors  of 
death  pronounced  with  more  ex- 
preffive  accents  than  in  his  picture 
of  Count  Ugolino  f  When  was  in* 
famine  lovelinefs,  or  embrio-paf- 
fions,  touched  with  Tweeter  truth 
than  in  his  portraits  of  Mifs  Price 
and  the  baby  Jupiter ?  Whatfrank- 
nefs  of  nature  in  Mr.  Gainfbo- 
rough’s  landfcapes ;  which  may 


*  Sir  J.  Reynolds  has  been  accufed  of  plaglarifm  for  having  borrowed  atti¬ 
tudes  from  ancient  mailers.  Not  only  candour  but  criticilm  mud  deny  the  force 
of  the  charge.  When  a  fingle  pollute  is  imitated  from  an  hidoric  piClure,  and 
applied  to  a  portrait  in  a  different  drefs  and  with  new  attributes,  This  is  not 
plagiarifm,  but  quotation  :  and  a  quotation  from  a  great  author,  with  a  novel 
application  of  the  fenfe,  has  always  been  allowed  to  be  an  indance  of  parts  and 
tade  ;  and  may  have  more  merit  than  the  original.  When  the  fons  of  Jacob 
impofed  on  their  father  by  a  faife  coat  of  Jofeph,  faying,  “  Know  now  whether 
This  be  thy  ion’s  coat  or  not,”  they  only  a  Iked  a  deceitful  quedion— — -but  that 
interrogation  became  wit,  when  Richard  id.  on  the  pope  reclaiming  a  bifhop 
whom  the  king  had  taken  priioner  in  battle,  lent  him  the  prelate’s  coat  of  mail, 
and  in  the  words  of  fcripture  afked  his  holineis,  whether  that  was  the  coat  of 
his  fon  or  not  ?  Is  not  there  humour  and  latire  in  Sir  Jofhua’s  reducing  Holbein’s 
fwaggering  and  coloffal  haughtinefs  of  Henry  8th.  to  the  boyifh  jollity  of  mader 
Crewe  ?— One  prophecy  1  will  venture  to  make  ;  Sir  Jofhua  is  not  a  plagiary,  but 
will  beget  a  thoufand.  The  exuberance  of  his  invention  will  be  the  grammar  of 
future  painters  of  portrait. 
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entitle  them  to  rank  in  the  noble 
colle&ions!  What  genuine  humour 
in  Zafianii’s  comic  feenes  ;  which 
do  not,  like  the  works  of  Dutch 
and  Flemilh  painters,  invite  laugh¬ 
ter  to  divert  itfelf  with  the  naiiielt 
indelicacy  of  boors  i 

Such  topics  would  pleafe  a  pen 
that  delights  to  do  juftice  to  its 
country — but  the  author  has  for¬ 
bidden  himfelf  to  treat  of  living 
profelfors.  Pofterity  appreciates 
impartially  the  works  of  the  dead. 
To  poiterity  he  leaves  the  continu¬ 
ation  of  thefe  volumes ;  and  re¬ 
commends  to  the  lovers  of  arts  the 
indullry  of  Mr.  Vertue,  who  pre- 
ferved  notices  of  all  his  cotempo¬ 
raries,  as  he  had  collected  of  pall 
ages,  and  thence  gave  birth  to  this 
work.  In  that  fupplement  will 
not  be  forgotten  the  wonderful  pro- 
grefs  in  miniature  of  Lady  Lucan, 
v/ho  has  arrived  at  copying  the 
moll  exquifite  works  of  Ifaac  and 
Peter  Oliver,  Holkins  and  Cooper, 
with  a  genius  that  almolt  depre¬ 
ciates  thofe  mailers,  when  we  con- 
fider  that  they  fpent  their  lives  in 
attaining  perfe&ion ;  and  who, 
foaring  above  their  modelt  timi¬ 
dity,  has  transferred  the  vigour  of 
Raphael  to  her  copies  in  water¬ 
colours.  There  will  be  recorded 
the  living  etchings  of  Mr.  H.  Bun- 
bury,  the  fecond  Hogarth,  and 
firlt  imitator  who  ever  fully  equal¬ 
led  his  original  ;  and  who,  like 
Hogarth,  has  more  humour  when 
he  invents,  than  when  he  ill u- 
ltrates* - probably  be«iufe  ge¬ 

nius  can  draw  from  the  fources  of 
nature  with  more  fpirit  than  from 
the  ideas  of  another.  Has  any 
painter  ever  executed  a  feene,  a 
charadler  of  Shakefpear,  that  ap- 
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proached  to  the  prototype  fo  near 
as  Shakefpear  himfelf  attained  to 
nature  f  Yet  is  there  a  pencil  in  a 
living  hand  as  capable  of  pro¬ 
nouncing  the  palfions  as  our  un¬ 
equalled  poet;  a  pencil  not  only 
infpired  by  his  infight  into  nature, 
but  by  the  graces  and  talle  of 
Grecian  artiils — but  it  is  not  fair 
to  excite  the  curiofity  of  the  public, 
when  both  the  rank  and  balhful 
merit  of  the  pofleffor,  and  a  too 
rare  exertion  of  fuperior  talents, 
confine  the  proofs  to  a  narrow 
circle.  Whoever  has  feen  the 
drawings,  and  bafreliefs,  defigned 
and  executed  by  Lady  Diana  Beau- 
clerc,  is  fenfible  that  thefe  imper¬ 
fect  encomiums  are  far  Ihort  of  the 
excellence  of  her  works.  Her  por¬ 
trait  of  the  Duchefs  of  Devonfhire, 
in  feveral  hands,  confirms  the 
truth  of  part  of  thefe  afiertions. 
The  nymph-like  fimplicity  of  the 
figure,  is  equal  to  what  a  Grecian 
ftatuary  would  have  formed  for  a 
dryad  or  goddefs  of  a  river.  Bar- 
tolozzi’s  print  of  her  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  after  the  drawing  of  the  fame 
lady,  is  another  fpecimen  of  her 
fingular  genius  and  talle.  The 
gay  and  fportive  innocence  of  the 
younger  daughter,  and  the  demure 
application  of  the  elder,  are  as 
charaCteriftically  contrafted  as  Mil¬ 
ton’s  Allegro  and  Penferofo. 

The  hilloric  compofitions  offered 
for  St.  Paul’s  by  fome  of  our  firft 
artiils  feemed  to  difclofe  a  vifion 
of  future  improvement — a  period 
the  more  to  be  wilhed,  as  the 
wound  given  to  painting  through 
the  fides  of  the  Romilh  religion 
menaces  the  arts  as  well  as  idolatry 
—  unlefs  the  Methodifts,  whofe  ri¬ 
gour  feems  to  foften  and  adopt  the 


*  For  inftance,  in  his  prints  to  Triftram  Shandy; 
Vol.  XXIII. 
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Artifices  of  the  Catholics,  [for  our 
1tinerant  mountebanks  already  are 
^ond  of  being  fainted  in  roezzo- 
sinto,  as  well  as  their  St.  Bridgets 
and  Threfas]  fhould  borrow  the 
Paraphernalia  of  enthufiafm  now 
waning  in  Italy,  and  fuperadd  the 
witchery  of  painting  to  that  ofmu- 
iic.  Whitfield's  temples  encircled 
with  glory  may  convert  ruftics, 
who  have  never  heard  of  his  or 
Ignatius  Loyola’s  peregrinations. 
If  enthufiafm  is  to  revive,  and  ta¬ 
bernacles  to  rife  as  convents  are 
demoliftied,  may  we  not  hope  at 
lead:  to  fee  them  painted?  Le 
Sueur’s  cloyfter  at  Paris  makes 
fome  little  amends  for  the  impri- 
fonment  of  the  Carthufians.  The 
abfurdity  of  the  legend  of  the  re¬ 
viving  canon  is  loft  in  the  amazing 
art  of  the  painter ;  and  the  laft 
fcene  of  St.  Bruno  expiring,  in 
which  are  expreffed  all  the  ftages 
of  devotion  from  the  youngeft 
mind  Impreffed  with  fear  to  the 
compofed  refignation  of  the  prior, 
is  perhaps  inferior  to  no  fingle  pic¬ 
ture  of  the  greateft  mailer.  If 
Raphael  died  young,  fo  did  Le 
Sueur;  the  former  had  feen  the 
antique,  the  latter  only  prints 
from  Raphael :  yet  in  the  Char- 
treufe,  what  airs  of  heads  1  what 
harmony  of  colouring  1  what  aerial 
perfpedive !  How  Grecian  the 
iimplicity  of  architedore  and  dra¬ 
pery!  How  diversified  a  fingle 
quadrangle,  though  the  life  of  a 
hermit  be  the  only  fubjed,  and 
devotion  the  only  pathetic  !  In 
fhort,  till  we  have  other  pidures 
than  portraits,  and  painting  has 
ampler  fields  to  range  in  than  pri¬ 
vate  apartments,  it  is  in  vain  to 
exped  the  art  fhould  recover  its 
genuine  luftre.  Statuary  has  Rill 
iefs  encouragement.  Sepulchral 


G  IS  TER,  1780. 

decorations  are  almoft  difufed  ;  and 
though  the  rage  for  portraits  is  at 
its  higheft  tide  both  in  pidures  and 
prints,  bulls  and  ftatues  are  never 
demanded.  We  feem  to  wifti  no 
longer  duration  to  the  monuments 
of  our  expence,  than  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Peru  and  Rufiia,  where 
edifices  are  calculated  to  laft  but  to 
the  next  earthquake  or  conflagra¬ 
tion.” 

From  thefe  extrads  our  readers 
will  perceive  that  Mr.  Walpole  has 
loft  nothing  of  that  lively  and 
fpirited  manner,  which  fo  ftrongly 
mark  all  his  writings.  The  EBay 
on  Gardening,  which  we  have 
giyen  at  large  in  the  former  part  of 
this  volume,  will  afford  a  lafting 
proof  of  his  tafte  and  judgment. 

Befides  the  four  volumes  which 
vve  have  now  gone  through,  Mr. 
Walpole  published  fome  time  ago 
a  fupplemental  volume  on  engrav¬ 
ing,  of  which,  as  it  compleats  the 
author’s  plan,  it  may  be  neceffary 
to  infert  here  a  fhort  account.  It 
is  entitled — A  Catalogue  of  Engra¬ 
vers  who  have  been  born  or  rejided  in 
England  ;  digefled  by  Mr.  Horace 
Walpole,  from  the  MSS.  of  Mr . 
George  Vertue  ;  to  which  is  added , 
an  Account  of  the  Life  and  Works  of 
the  latter.  4 ta¬ 
bs  Mr.  Vertue  was  of  this  pro- 
feffion  himfelf,  we  may  have  the 
greater  confidence  in  the  induftry 
and  fidelity  with  which  thefe  ma¬ 
terials  have  been  colleded.  Such 
particulars  of  the  lives  of  the  fe- 
veral  artifts,  as  their  general  ob- 
feurity  has  fuffered  to  remain,  are 
recorded ;  and  as  accurate  lifts  of 
their  works,  whenever  they  could 
be  obtained,  together  with  an  ac¬ 
count  of  their  merits,  are  added, 
this  work  muft  be  of  fingular  ufe 
to  the  colledors  of  this  fpecies  of 

Virtu. 
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Virtu.  We  (hall  now  take  leave  of 
our  author  with  the  following  ac¬ 
count  of  the  origin  of  the  art  of 
engraving,  and  of  its  introduction 
into  England. 

When  the  monarchs  of  Egypt 
ereCted  thofe  flupendous  mafles, 
the  pyramids,  for  no  other  ufe  but 
to  record  their  names,  they  little 
fufpeCted  that  a  weed  growing  by 
the  Nile  would  one  day  be  con¬ 
verted  into  more  durable  regifters 
of  fame  than  quarries  of  marble 
and  granite.  Yet  when  paper  had 
been  invented,  what  ages  rolled 
away  before  it  was  defined  to  its 
belt  fervice.  It  is  equally  amufing 
to  obferve  what  obvious  arts  efcape 
our  touch,  and  how  quickly  various 
channels  are  deduced  from  a  fource 
when  once  opened.  This  was  the 
cafe  of  the  prefs  :  Printing  was  not 
difcovered  till  about  the  year  1430: 
In  thirty  years  more  it  was  applied 
to  the  multiplication  of  drawings. 
Authors  had  fcarce  feen  that  faci¬ 
lity  of  difperfing  their  works,  be¬ 
fore  painters  received  an  almoft 
equal  advantage.  To  each  was 
endlefs  fame  in  a  manner  infured, 
if  they  had  merit  to  challenge  it. 
With  regard  to  prints,  the  new 
difcovery  aflociated  the  profeflors 
in  fome  degree  with  the  great  maf- 
ters  whofe  works  they  copied. 
This  intimate  connexion  between 
printers  and  engravers  makes  fome 
account  of  the  latter  a  necefl’ary 
fupplement  to  the  hiftory  of  the 
former.  But  if  this  country  has 
not  produced  many  men  of  genius 
in  the  nobler  branch,  it  has  been 
fill  more  deficient  in  excellent  en¬ 
gravers.  Mr.  Vertue  had  been 
alike  indullrious  in  hunting  after 
monuments  of  the  latter  profeflion  ; 
he  was  of  it  himfelf;  but  as  the 
artifts  were  lef  illuftrious,  his  la¬ 


bour  was  by  far  more  unfuccefsful. 
Till  the  arrival  of  Flollar  the  art 
of  engraving  was  in  England  al- 
moft  confined  to  portraits.  Vertue 
thought  what  was  produced  here, 
before  the  reign  of  King  James, 
of  fo  little  confequence,  that  in  a 
fketch  which  he  had  made  for  a 
beginning,  he  profefledly  dates  his 
account  from  the  year  1600.  If  I 
take  it  up  earlier,  it  is  merely  to 
give  a  compleat  hiftory,  which, 
will  be  comprehended  in  a  few 
lines,  and  the  materials  for  which. 
I  have  chiefly  gathered  from  his 
papers,  and  from  the  Typographi¬ 
cal  Antiquities  of  Mr.  Ames. 

**  Mr.  Evelyn  fays  the  art  of  en¬ 
graving,  and  working  off  from, 
plates  of  copper,  did  not  appear 
till  about  the  year  1490;  that  is, 
it  was  not  brought  to  perfection 
from  the  hints  gathered  from  topo¬ 
graphy  :  yet  it  is  certain,  that  in. 
1460  Mafo  Finiguerra,  a  gold- 
fmith  of  Florence,  by  an  accident 
that  might  have  given  birth  to  the 
rolling-prefs,  without  the  antece¬ 
dent  difcovery  of  printing,  did 
actually  light  upon  the  method  of 
taking  ofF  damps  from  an  engraved 
plate.  Calling  a  piece  of  fuch. 
plate  into  melted  brimftone,  he 
obferved  that  the  exaCt  impreflion 
of  the  engraving  was  left  upon  the 
furface  of  the  cold  brimflone 
marked  by  lines  of  black.  Fie 
repeated  the  experiment  on  moift- 
ened  paper,  rolling  it  gently  with 
a  roller.  It  fucceeded.  He  com¬ 
municated  the  difcovery  to  Baccio 
Baidini,  of  his  own  profeflion  and 
city.  The  latter  purfued  the  in¬ 
vention  with  fuccefs,  and  engraved 
feveral  plates  from  drawings  of 
Sandro  Botticello,  which  being 
feen  by  Andrea  Mantegna,  he  not 
only  aflifted  Baidini  with  deugns. 
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It  had  not  been  long  in  vogue  be¬ 
fore  Hugh  da  Carpi  tried  the  fame 
experiment  with  wood,  and  even 
added  a  variety  of  tints  by  uiing 
different  ft  amps,  for  the  gradua¬ 
tions  of  lights  and  (hades;  a  me¬ 
thod  revived  here  fome  years  ago 
with  much  fucceis  by  Ivirkall,  and 
iineeat  Venice  by  Jackfon,  though 
very  dm  perfectly. 

«  From  Italy  engraving  foon 
travelled  into  Flanders,  where  it 
was  firft  pra&ifed  by  one  Martin 
of  Antwerp,  fie  was  followed  by 
Albert  Durer,  who  carried  the  art 
to  a  great  height  confrdering  how 
bad  the  tafte  was  of  the  age  and 
country  in  which  he  lived.  His 
fidelity  to  what  he  faw,  was  at 
once  his  fame  and  misfortune  ;  he 
was  happy  in  copying  nature,  but 
it  was  nature  difguifed  and  hid 
under  ungraceful  forms.  With 
neither  choice  of  fubje&s  or  beau- 
ty>  his  induftry  gave  merit  even 
to  uglinefs  and  abfurdity.  Con¬ 
fining  his  labours  aimed  wholly  to 
religious  and  legendary  hiftories, 
he  turned  the  Teftament  into 
the  Hiftory  of  a  Flemifh  Village  ; 
the  habits  of  Herod,  Pilate,  Jo- 
feph,  &c.  their  dwellings,  their 
utenfils,  and  their  cuftoms,  were 
all  Gothic  and  European  ;  his 
Virgin  Mary  was  the  heroine  of  a 
Kermis.  Lucas  of  Leyden  imi¬ 
tated  him  in  all  his  faults,  and 
was  dill  more  burlefque  in  his  re- 
prefentations.  It  was  not  till  Ra¬ 
phael  had  formed  Marc.  Antonio, 
that  engraving  placed  itfelf  with 
dignity  by  the  fide  of  painting. 

<c  When  the  art  reached  Eng¬ 
land  does  not  appear.  It  is  a  no¬ 
torious  blunder  in  Chambers  to 
fay  it  was  drd  brought  from  Ant¬ 
werp  by  Speed  in  the  reign  of 


James  the  Id.  In  fome  degree  we 
had  it  aimed  as  foon  as  printing  ; 
the  printers  themfelves  udng  fmall 
plates  for  their  devices  and  rebufes. 
Caxton’s  Golden  Legend  has  in 
the  beginning  a  group  of  faints, 
and  many  other  cuts  difperfed 
through  the  body  of  the  work.  It 
was  printed  in  1483,  The  fecond 
edition  of  his  Game  at  Chefs  had 
cuts  too :  So  has  his  Le  Morte  de 
Arthur.  Wynkyn  de  Worde, 
Caxton’s  fucceffor,  prefixed  to  his 
title  of  the  Statutes,  in  the  fixth 
year  of  Henry  VII.  a  plate  with 
the  king’s  arms,  creds,  &c.  a  copy 
of  which  is  given  in  the  Life  of 
Wynkyn,  by  Ames  in  his  Typo¬ 
graphical  Antiquities,  p.  79.  The 
fame  printer  exhibited  feveral 
books  adorned  with  cuts,  fome  of 
which  are  particularly  deferibed 
by  his  biographer,  in  pages  By, 
88,  89.  &  fequentihus. 

“  The  fublequent  printers  con¬ 
tinued  to  ornament  their  books 
with  wooden  cuts.  One  condder- 
able  work,  publifhed  by  John 
Raftell,  was  didinguifhed  by  prints 
of  uncommon  merit  for  that  age. 
It  was  called  The  Pajiyme  of  the 
People ,  and  by  Bidiop  Nicholfon, 
in  his  Hidorical  Library,  RafelPs 
Chronicle ,  This  fcarce  book,  of  a 
very  large  fize,  I  faw  at  the  auc¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Ames’s  library  ;  it  had 
many  cuts,  eighteen  of  which  were 
in  great  folio,  reprefenting  the 
kings  of  England,  fo  well  defign- 
ed  and  boldly  executed  as  to  be 
attributed  to  Holbein,  though  I 
think  they  were  not  of  his  hand. 
I  (hall  mention  one  more  book 
with  wooden  cuts,  (though  feveral 
are  recorded  by  Ames)  ;  it  is 
Grafton’s  Chronicle,  printed  in 
1569,  and  containing  many  heads, 
as  of  William  the  Conqueror,  Henry 

VIII, 
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but  cultivated  the  new  art  himfelf. 
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VII T,  and  Queen  Elizabeth,  Sec. 
Yec  even  though  portraits  were 
ufed  in  books,  I  find  no  trace  of 
Angle  prints  being  wrought  off  in 
that  age.  Thofe  I  have  mentioned 
in  a  former  volume  as  compofing 
part  of  the  collection  of  Henry 
VIII,  were  probably  the  produc¬ 
tions  of  foreign  artiils.  The  firft 
book  that  appeared  with  cuts  from 
copper-plates,  at  leail  the  fir  ft  that 
fo  indullrious  an  enquirer  as  Mr. 
Ames  had  obferved,  was,  “  The 
Birth  of  Mankind,  otherwife 
called.  The  Womans  Book,” 
dedicated  to  Queen  Catharine, 
and  publifhed  by  Thomas  Rolands 
in  1540,  with  many  fmall  copper 
cuts,  but  to  thefe  no  name  was 
affixed.” 


An  E/fay  on  Hijlory ,  in  three  Epijiles 
to  Edward  Gibbon,  E/q ;  with 
Notes .  By  William  Hayley,  E/q. 

IT  has  been  the  fortune  of  few 
poeis  to  begin  their  career 
with  fuch  univerfal,  and,  we  may 
add,  undivided  applaufe,  as  the 
author  of  the  eflay  now  before  us. 
It  is  no  fmall  part  of  his  merit, 
that  in  times,  not  perhaps  fo  very 
deficient  in  poetical  abilities,  as 
remarkable  for  countenancing  the 
moil;  frivolous  and  licentious  abufe 
of  them,  he  has  made  choice  of 
fubjeCts  which  the  Englifh  mufe 
need  not  blufh  to  decorate.  The 
Effay  on  Painting  is  a  convincing 
proof  of  his  talents  in  that  mixed 
kind  of  poetry,  which  is  partly 
didaCtic,  partly  deferiptive  ;  and 
his  Epifile  on  the  Death  of  Mr. 
Thornton,  and  the  Ode  to  Mr. 
Howard,  ffiew  that  he  is  no  weak 
mailer  of  the  pathetic. 

His  poetical  talents, 'without  be- 
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ing  marked  by  any  flrong  call  of 
original  genius,  are  of  that  fort, 
which  is  well  qualified  to  adorn 
philofophy,  and  illuminate  the 
dictates  of  reafon  and  good  fenfe. 
He  pofleffes  a  confiderable  com¬ 
mand  of  figurative  language  :  his 
verification,  though  it  has  no 
great  compafs  or  variety,  is  eafy, 
flowing,  and  harmonious :  his  in¬ 
vention  is  qmick  and  fertile  :  his 
imagery  new  and  various:  his  fi- 
milies  are  novel,  frequent,  and 
happily  applied. 

The  poem  now  before  us  is  di¬ 
vided  into  three  parts.  In  the 
firft,  after  fome  general  reflections 
on  his  fubjeCt,  the  author  traces 
the  progrefs  of  hiflory  from 

—the  rude  fymbol  on  the  artlefs  ftone— > 

to  thofe  models  of  hiflorical  com- 
pofition  which  we  owe  to  the  ge¬ 
nius  of  Athens.  The  following 
reflections  on  the  fcarcity  of  great 
hiflorians,  and  the  impoffibility  of 
attaining  to  perfection,  areequal- 
Jyjuitand  beautiful. 

Pure,  faultlefs  writing1,  like  tranfmuted 
gold, 

Mortals  may  wifh,  but  never  fhall  behold  : 
Let  genius  ftill  this  glorious  objedt  own. 
And  feek  Perfection's  philofophic  ftone  ! 
For  while  the  mind,  in  ftudy’s  toilfome 
hours, 

Tries  on  the  long  refearch  her  latent 

powers, 

Newr  wonders  rife,  to  pay  her  patient 
thought, 

Inferior  only  to  the  prize  fhe  fought. 

Nor  are  thofe  lines  lefs  poetical, 
in  which  he  introduces  Herodotus 
at  the  head  of  his  hiftoric  wor¬ 
thies. 

- Biehold  the  hiftoric  fire  ! 

Ionic  rofes  mark  his  foft  attire  ; 

Bold  in  hi air,  but  graceful  in  his  mien, 

As  the  fail-  figure  of  his  favour’d  queen, 

3  -  When 
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When  her  proud  galley  (ham’dthe  Perfian. 
van. 

And  grateful  Xerxes  own’d  hcrmore  than 
man ! 

The  charadlers  of  Thucydides, 
Xenophon,  Polybius,  Salluft,  Li¬ 
vy,  and  Tacitus,  are  afterwards 
drawn  with  great  fpirit  and  judg¬ 
ment. 

The  poet  next  addrefles  himfelf 
to  Biography,  of  which  he  feems 
to  confider  Plutarch  as  the  father. 
This  mull  be  done  rather  on  the 
account  of  his  excellency,  than  the 
priority  of  his  claim ;  fince  Dio¬ 
genes  Laertius  has  left  us  a  valua¬ 
ble  work  of  the  fame  kind.  But 
probably  the  author  has  omitted 
this  latter  writer,  as  having  com¬ 
piled  rather  the  hiftory  of  philofo- 
phicai  opinions,  than  of  the  actions 
of  mankind.—The  characters  of 
Marcellinus  and  Anna  Comnena 
Conclude  this  part. 

The  fecond  epiftle  commences 
with  the  Monkilh  hiiiorians,  to 
whofe  merits  and  defeats  the  au¬ 
thor  has  done  juftice  in  a  manner 
much  to  the  credit  both  of  his  can¬ 
dour  and  difcernment.— The  prin¬ 
cipal  Italian,  Spanilh,  and  French 
writers  follow,  and  thefe  are  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  later  hiftorians  of 
our  own  country.  The  numerous 
extracts  we  have  already  given 
from  this  part  of  the  poem,  in  our 
poetical  article,  makes  it  unnecef- 
fary  to  add  more  here,  and  will  in 
a  great  meafure  enable  our  read¬ 
ers  to  judge  for  themfelves  of  our 
author’s  abilities  both  as  a  poet  and 
a  critic. 

The  fources  of  the  principal  de¬ 
feats  in  hiftory,  and  its  general 
laws,  are  the  fubjedls  of  the  third 
epiftle, —This,  as  our  author  feems 
|o  have  been  well  a\vare,  is  the 


moft  important  and  difficult  part  of 
his  deftgn. 

It  ha9  been  well  obferved  of  the 
EJJay  on  tranjlated  Verfe,  “  that  Rof- 
common  has  indeed  deferved  his 
praifes,  had  they  been  given  with 
difcernment,  and  bellowed  not  on 
the  rules  themfelves,  but  the  art 
with  which  they  are  introduced, 
and  the  decorations  with  which 
they  are  adorned.”  As  to  Mr, 
Hayley,  though  we  cannot  allow 
that  he  deferves  no  praife  as  the 
legiflator  of  hiftory,  yet  we  mult 
confefs  that  he  is  very  far  from 
having  given  us  a  complete  code. 
In  enumerating  the  defedls  of  hif- 
torians,  he  has  confined  himfelf  to 
what  relates  to  the  fubjedl-matter 
of  hiftory,  and  has  not  entered  at 
all  into  thofe  which  arife  from 
faults  in  the  ftyle  and  manner. 
The  rules  which  he  afterwards  lays 
down  on  that  fubjeft,  are  too  ge¬ 
neral  and  indefinite  to  be  capable 
of  tifeful  application. 

Vanity,  national  and  private, 
flattery,  party-fpirit,  fuperflition, 
andfalfe  philofophy,  are  the  fources 
from  which  he  derives  the  princi¬ 
pal  faults  in  hiftory.  Thefe  topics 
he  h  as  touched  with  great  fpirit, 
and  illuftrated  with  a  variety  of 
poetical  images.  Speaking  of  flat¬ 
tery,  he  fays  : 

But  arts  of  deeper  guile,  and  bafer  wrong*, 
To  Adulation’s  fubtle  fcribes  belong : 

They  oft,  their  prelent  idols  to  exalt, 
Profanely  burl!  the  confecrated  vault ; 
Steal  from  the  buried  Chief  bright  Ho¬ 
nour’s  plume, 

Or  ftain  with  Slander’s  gall  the  Statefman’s 
tomb  : 

Stay,  facrilegious  ftaves !  with  reverence 
tread 

O’er  the  blefl  afhes  of  the  worthy  dead  ! 
See  !  where,  uninjur’d  by  the  charnel’s 
damp, 

The  Veftal,  Virtue,  with  undying  lamp, 

Fend 
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Fond  of  her  toil,  and  jealous  of  her  truft, 
Sits  the  keen  Guardian  of  their  facred 
duft, 

And  thus  indignant,  from  the  depth  of 
earth, 

Checks  your  vile  aim,  and  vindicates  their 
worth  : 

^  Hence  ye  !  who  buried  excellence  be- 
i(  lied, 

iC  To  footh  the  fordid  fpleen  of  living 
“  Pride  ; 

“  Go!  gild  with  Adulation’s  feeble  ray 
ft  Th’  imperial  pageant  of  your  palling 
“  day  !  * 

ii  Nor  hope  to  {lain,  on  bafe  Detradlion’s 
u  fcroll, 

A  Tullv’s  morals,  or  a  Sidney’s 
“  foul  I” — 

Juft  Nature  will  abhor,  and  Virtue  fcorn, 
That  Pen,  tho’  eloquence  its  page  adorn, 
Which,  brib’d  by  Intereft,  or  from  vain 
pretence 

To  fubtler  Wit,  and  deep-difcerning 
Senfe,  \ 

Would  blot  the  praife  on  public  toils  be¬ 
llow’d, 

And  Patriot  paffions,  as  a  jell,  explode. 

The  character  of  an  accomplifh- 
ed  hi  dorian  is  drawn  with  great 
force  and  boldnefs. 

Far  other  views  the  liberal  Genius  fire, 
Whofe  toils  to  pure  Hifloric  praife  afpire ; 
Nor  Moderation’s  dupe,  nor  Faction’s 
brave, 

Nor  Guilt’s  apologifl,  nor  Flattery’s  flave : 
Wife,  but  not  cunning ;  temperate,  not 
cold  ; 

Servant  of  Truth,  and  in  that  fervice 
bold  ; 

Free  from  all  biafs,  fave  that  juft  controul 
By  which  mild  Nature  fways  the  manly 
foul, 

And  Reafon's  philanthropic  fpirit  draws 
To  Virtue’s  intereft,  and  Freedom’s  caufe  ; 
Thofe  great  ennoblers  of  the  human  name, 
Pure  fprings  of  power,  of  happiaefs,  and 
fame  ! 

The  neceffity  of  chufing  a  fub- 
jedl  that  is  important  and  intereft- 
ing,  is  judicioufly  {hewn  from  the 
failure  of  Knolles ;  and  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  dwelling  on  the  diftant  and 
minute  parts  of  a  fubjedl  really 
interefting,  is  pointed  out  in  the 
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example  of  Milton.  But  the  worft 
defedl  in  an  hiftorian  our  author 
lays  down  to  be,  his  fupporting 
any  fyilem  of  tyranny.  With  his 
warm  and  animated  expoftulations 
on  this  fubjedt,  we  {hall  conclude 
our  extradls. 

Negle6l  alone  repays  their  flight  offence, 
Whofe  wand’ring  wearies  our  bewilder’d 
fenfe  : 

But  juft  Abhorrence  brands  his  guilty 
name, 

Who  dares  to  vilify  his  Country’s  fame  ; 
With  Slander’s  rage  the  pen  of  Hiftory 
grafp, 

And  pour  from  thence  the  poifon  of  the 
Afp  ; 

The  murd’rous  falfehood,  {lifting  Ho¬ 
nour’s  breath  ! 

The  flavifh  tenet,  Public  Virtue’s  death  ! 
With  all  that  undermines  a  Nation's 
health, 

And  robs  the  People  of  their  richeft 
wealth  ! 

Ye  tools  of  Tyranny  !  whofe  fervile  guile 
Would  thus  pollute  the  records  of  our  ifle. 
Behold  your  Leader  curft  with  public 
hate, 

And  read  your  juft  reward  in  Brady’s 
fate  ! 


Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  David  Gar¬ 
rick,  Efq ;  interfperfed  <voith  Cha¬ 
racters  and  Anecdotes  of  his  Thea¬ 
trical  Contemporaries .  By  Tho¬ 
mas  Davies.  2  Vol,  %vo, 

?  I  ^ HE  life  of  Mr.  Garrick  is 
j[  fo  intimately  connedled  with 
the  hiftory  of  the  ftage,  of  which 
he  was  the  unrivalled  ornament 
and  a  fuccefsful  manager  for  up¬ 
wards  of  thirty  years,  that  his  bio¬ 
grapher  has  judicioufly  chofen  to 
join  them  in  thefe  volumes.  The 
lovers  of  theatrical  anecdotes  will 
find  them  a  valuable  continuation 
of  the  Apology  of  Colley  Cibber ,  and 
both  thole  who  adt,  and  thofe  who 
go  to  fee  plays,  will  meet  with 

hints 
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hints  for  improvement,  or  fubje&s 
for  comparifon. — The  author  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  every  way  well  quali¬ 
fied  for  the  talk  he  has  under¬ 
taken.  A  long  acquaintance  with 
the  ftage,  as  he  himfelf  informs 
us,  and  an  earned  inclination  to 
excel  in  the  profeffion  of  a&ing, 
to  which  he  was  for  many  years  at¬ 
tached,  afforded  him  an  opportunity 
to  know  much  of  plays  and  theatri¬ 
cal  hiffory.  To  this  account  of 
himfelf  we  muffin  juftice  add,  that 
the  many  proofs  of  candour  and 
good  fenfe,  which  he  has  given 
throughout  his  performance,  leave 
no  room  to  fufped,  that  he  has 
wilfully  mifreprefented  either  fads 
or  characters. 

As  we  have  already  given  our 
readers  an  account  of  the  Life  of 
Mr.  Garrick,  which  we  do  not  find 
to  differ  materially  from  what  is  re¬ 
lated  of  him  in  thefe  memoirs,  we 
fhall  feled,  for  their  entertainment, 
fuch  parts  of  the  work  before  us,  as 
relate  to  the  moff  celebrated  of  his 
cotemporaries. 

Of  Mr.  Fleetwood,  the  patentee, 
and  the  revolt  of  the  comedians  of 
Drury  lane  in  1743,  he  gives  the 
following  account. 

ef  Charles  Fleetwood,  Efq;  was 
a  gentleman  of  an  ancient  and  re- 
fpedable  family,  poffefTed  of  a 
large  paternal  effate.  His  perfon 
was  genteel,  and  his  manner  ele¬ 
gant.  His  acquaintance,  in  the 
early  part  of  life,  with  certain 
perfons  of  rank  and  diffindion, 
proved  fatal  to  him  ;  they  drew 
him  into  many  falhionable  irregu¬ 
larities  and  exceffes ;  they  gave 
him  an  unlucky  and  extravagant 
habit  for  play.  Amongft  thofe  who 
are  addided  to  gaming,  there  are 
many  young  men  of  family  and 
fortune,  who  are  imprudent  and 


undefigning  ;  they  generally  fall  a 
prey  to  the  artful,  the  avaricious, 
and  fraudulent:  the  betrayed,  in 
their  turns,  become  the  betrayers ; 
nor  from  this  cenfure  was  Mr. 
Fleetwood  exempted. 

With  the  remains  of  his  fortune 
he  was  perfuaded,  by  fome  of  his 
acquaintance,  to  purchafe  the 
greateft  part  of  Drury-lane  pa¬ 
tent.  He  fortunately  bought  at  a 
time  when  the  proprietors,  by  a 
run  of  ill  fuccefs,  were  become 
weary  of  their  bargain,  and  wil¬ 
ling  to  fell  cheap  what  they  had 
bought  at  a  high  price.  They 
had  weakly  fallen  out  with  the 
moff  effeemed  of  their  players,  on 
account  of  a  fmall  advance  in  fa- 
lary,  which  they  had  demanded  ; 
the  fum  in  difpute  did  not,  1  be¬ 
lieve,  much  exceed  400 1.  per  an¬ 
num.  The  adc-rs  revolted,  and 
opened  the  little  theatre  in  the 
Hay-market  with  fome  appearance 
of  fuccefs. 

Fleetwood  brought  back  the  fe- 
ceders,  and  united  the  two  com¬ 
panies  of  Drury-lane  and  the 
Flay- market.  When  this  was  ac¬ 
compli  fned,  he  tried  all  methods 
to  ftrengthen  his  troop,  by  gain¬ 
ing  fome  adors  of  merit  from  Co¬ 
ven  1  -  garden  theatre,  with  large 
and  unufuai  offers.  Mr.  Quin 
was  perfuaded  to  leave  his  old 
maffer  Rich,  under  whofe  thea¬ 
trical  banners  he  had  fought 
twenty  years,  for  the  advantageous 
income  of  500I.  a  falary  till  then, 
unknown  in  any  Englifh  theatre. 
This  was,  indeed,  to  him  an  an¬ 
nual'  increafe  of  200I.  but  it  muff 
be  confeiTed  that  Quin  offered  to 
remain  in  his  old  ffation  for  a  lefs 
fum  than  that  which  Fleetwood 
offered  to  give  him  ;  but  Rich  re- 
fufed  the  propofal,  and  declared 
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that  no  actor  was  worth  more  than 
300I.  per  annum. 

For  Tome  years,  by  the  prudent 
advice  of  the  principal  players, 
more  efpecially,  I  believe,  of  Mr. 
Charles  Macklin,  who  was  the 
only  player  I  ever  heard  of,  that 
made  adting  a  fcience  ;  and  the 
unremitted  labours  of  this  actor. 
Quin,  Clive,  Pritchard,  and  fome 
others,  the  theatre  at  Drury-lane 
was  in  a  hate  of  confiderable  cre¬ 
dit,  and  generally  filled  with  the 
choiceft  company.  But  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  retrain  fo  irregular  and 
expenfive  a  man  as  the  patentee 
within  the  bounds  of  prudence 
and  oeconomy.  After  he  had  hap¬ 
pily  been  obliged  to  forfake  the 
practice  of  high  play,  and  had 
deferted  Arthur’s  *,  he  was  feized 
with  an  unaccountable  paffion  for 
low  diverfion,  and  took  a  ftrange 
delight  in  the  company  of  the 
meaneft  of  the  human  fpecies. 
This  man  of  genteel  addrefs  and 
polite  manners  conceived  a  pecu¬ 
liar  fondnefs  for  the  profeffors  of 
the  art  of  boxing  ;  his  time  was 
divided  between  durdy  athletics 
and  ridiculous  buffoons ;  between 
Broughton,  James,  and  Taylor, 
the  mod  eminent  of  our  boxers, 
and  the  tumblers  of  Sadler’s*  Wells ; 
the  heroic  combatants  of  Hockley 
in  the  Hole  and  the  Bear-Garden 
graced  the  patentee’s  levee  almoll 
every  morning. 

Some  time  before  Mr.  Garrick’s 
engagement  with  this  manager, 
he  had  brought  all  the  inmates  of 
Sadler’s-Wells  upon  his  ftage,  and 
entertained  the  public  with  fights 
of  tall  monflers  and  contemptible 
rope-dancers, - 

The  theatre  was  farmed  to  one 
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Pierfon,  his  treafurer,  who  had 
lent  large  fums  of  money  to  the 
manager.  This  fellow  confidered 
the  merits  of  che  beft  actors  in  no 
other  view  than  as  they  contributed 
to  the  payment  of  his  loan  ;  the 
j u lb  and  1  :gal  demands  of  the  abtors 
were  treated  by  him  with  info- 
lence  and  contempt:  he  was  civil 
to  Mr.  Garrick,  indeed,  becaufe 
he  hoped,  by  his  adding,  to  get 
back  the  money  he  had  rifqued 
upon  the  patent. 

in  this  diftrabted  date  of  Fleet¬ 
wood’s  management,  the  ill  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  players  feemed  to  call 
aloud  for  redrefs.  Bailiffs  were 
often  in  poffefiion  of  the  theatre  ; 
and  the  properties,  cloaths,  and 
other  dage  ornaments  of  the  co¬ 
medians,  were  fometimes  feized 
upon  by  thefe  low  implements  of 
the  law.  Many  ridiculous  con- 
teds  and  foolifh  fquabbles  between' 
the  adtors  and  thefe  liqenfed  har¬ 
pies  might  here  be  recorded  for 
the  reader’s  amufement;  I  fhali 
content  myfelf  with  relating  one 
of  them.  The  hat  of  king  Rich¬ 
ard  the  Third,  by  being  adorned 
with  jewels  of  pade,  feathers,  and 
other  ornaments,  feemed,  to  the 
fneriff’s  officers,  a  prey  worthy  of 
their  feizure ;  but  honeit  Davy, 
Mr.  Garrick’s  Welch  lervant,  told 
them,  they  did  not  know  what 
they  were  about ;  “  For,  look  you,’* 
faid  Davy,  “  that  hat  belongs  to 
the  king.”  The  fellows  imagin¬ 
ing  that  what  was  meant  of  Rich¬ 
ard  the  Third  was  fpoken  of  George 
the  fecond,  refigned  their  prey, 
though  with  fome  relubtance. 

Repeated,  but  ineffectual  ap¬ 
plications,  were  made  to  the  pa¬ 
tentee,  for  removal  of  grievances. 
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by  Garrick,  Macklin,  Pritchard, 
and  others.  It  is  true,  he  did  not 
treat  their  remondrances  with 
haughtinefs  as  his  treafurer  did  ; 
he  liftened  to  their  addreffes  with 
great  calmnefs,  as  well  as  affabi¬ 
lity;  he  owned  the  judice  of  their 
reprefentations,  and  the  reCtitude 
of  their  demands ;  he  was  mod 
heartily  lorry,  he  protefted,  for 
what  was  pad,  and  promifed  very 
folemnly  to  reform  every  thing 
that  was  amifs.— - — Fair  promifes 
frequently  made,  and  as  often 
broken,  will  tire  out  the  mod  pa¬ 
tient  tempers ;  the  clamours  of 
the  aCtors,  but  efpecially  thofe 
who  had  no  means  of  fublidence 
but  their  weekly  income,  were 
mow  fo  loud  and  urgent,  that  it 
became  neceffary  to  look  about  in 
earned  for  fome  means  of  fubdan- 
tial  redrefs. 

About  the  end  of  the  fummer 
3743,  the  aCtors  found  leifure  to 
diged  a  plan  for  removing  the 
grievances  under  which  they  had 
fo  long  patiently  differed.  About 
a  dozen  of  them,  the  chief  of 
whom  were  Garrick,  Macklin, 
Havard,  Berry,  Blakes,  Mrs. 
Pritchard  and  Mrs.  Clive,  with 
Mills,  and  his  wife,  entered  into 
an  affociation,  to  which  others 
were  invited.  A  formal  agree¬ 
ment  was  ligned,  by  which  they 
obliged  themfelves  not  to  accede 
to  any  terms  which  might  be  pro- 
pofed  to  them  by  the  patentee, 
without  the  confent  of  all  the  fub- 
icribers. 

The  players  were  in  hopes  that 
the  lord  chamberlain  would  be  in¬ 
duced  to  grant  them  his  favour 
and  protection  ;  and,  in  imitation 
of  one  of  his  predecefibrs,  the 
witty  and  benevblent  earl  of  Dor¬ 
set,  who  refcued  Betterton,  Mrs. 


Barry,  and  other  aggrieved  aCtors, 
from  the  tyranny  and  oppreffion 
of  Chridopher  Rich,  the  old  pa¬ 
tentee  of  Drury-lane  playhoufe, 
grant  them  a  licence  or  patent 
for  afting  plays  at  the  Opera-houfe 
or  elfe where.  They  drew  up  a 
petition,  in  which  they  dated  their 
grievances  very  exaCtly,  and  fup- 
ported  their  claim  tos  redrefs  from 
a  variety  of  faCts  which  they  of¬ 
fered  to  prove. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton,  who  was 
then  ,  chamberlain,  received  the 
petition  of  the  players  with  cold- 
nefs ;  indead  of  examining  into 
the  merits  of  their  complaints,  he 
defired  to  know  the  amount  of 
their  annual  dipends.  He  was 
much  furprized  to  be  informed, 
that  a  man  could  gain,  merely  by 
playing,  the  yearly  falary  of  500I. 
His  grace  obferved,  that  a  near 
relation  of  his,  who  was  then  an 
inferior  officer  in  the  navy,  ex¬ 
po  fed  his  life  in  behalf  of  his 
king  and  country  for  lefs  than 
half  that  funi.  All  attempts  to 
convince  the  duke  that  judice  and 
right  were  on  the  fide  of  the  peti¬ 
tioners,  were  to  no  purpofe. 

It  requires  but  little  art  of  rea- 
foning  to  confute  the  duke’s  argu¬ 
ment:  his  attempt  to  compare  a 
principal  aCtor’s  income  with  that 
of  a  fubaltern  officer,  was  very  ill 
founded  :  every  gentleman  that 
would  wifh  to  rife  in  the  fleet  or 
the  army,  is  obliged  to  go  through 
the  feveral  gradations  of  prefer¬ 
ment  ;  but  the  midfhipman  and 
the  cadet  both  hope  to  rife  to  the 
highed  office  which  they  can  pof- 
fibly  attain.  Befides,  genius  deps 
beyond  the  tedious  formalities  of 
progreffive  fervice  and  limited 
practice.  Hawke,  Howe,  and 
Keppel,  were  forced  to  ferve  in 
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the  navy  Tome  time  before  they 
attained  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant ; 
Garrick,  Clive,  and  Cibber,  from 
the  firft  trial  of  their  abilities, 
proved  themfelves  accomplifhed 
comedians. - 

Whilft  the  players  were  bufy  in 
gaining  friends  to  their  caufe,  and 
to  promote  their  fuccefs  with  the 
lord  chamberlain,  the  patentee  was 
not  idle  ;  he  endeavoured  to  raife 
recruits  amongft  all  the  itinerant 
aCtors  in  England.  Before  they 
proceeded  to  greater  hoftilities, 
each  party  drove  to  j uftify  their 
caufe  by  appealing  to  the  public 
from  the  prefs.  Paul  Whitehead, 
it  is  faid,  drew  his  pen  for  the 
manager;  and  William  Guthrie, 
the  hiftorian,  was  the  champion 
for  Mr.  Garrick  and  his  party. 

Towards  the  middle  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  the  manager  was  determined 
to  open  his  theatre  ;  but,  on  muf- 
tering  his  forces,  he  found  him- 
felf  fo  weak,  that  he  could  fcarce 
aCt  any  play  whatever.  But  upon 
being  joined  by  Mrs.  Bennet,  an 
ufeful  aCtrefs,  whom  he  fufpeCted 
to  be  gone  over  to  the  revolters, 
and  by  the  afiiftance  of  fome  new- 
raifed  forces,  he  announced  in  his 
play-bills  the  Confcious  Lovers, 
for  September  the  20th,  the  ufual 
time  of  beginning  to  aCt  plays  in 
the  metropolis. 

The  compaflion  of  the  public, 
the  efforts  of  friends,  and  motives 
of  curiofity,  concurred  to  bring 
together  a  pretty  full  audience; 
and  the  play,  though  but  tolera¬ 
bly  acted,  palled  with  applaufe. 
The  conteft  between  the  manager 
and  the  feceders  became  foon  very 
unequal.  The  latter  found  all 
applications  for  a  new  patent  in¬ 
effectual.  There  was  now  no  re¬ 
medy  left,  but  to  agree  with  the 
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manager  upon  the  belt  terms  that 
could  be  obtained.  The  matter 
ended,  as  it  might  have  been  fore- 
feen,  from  the  moment  the  cham¬ 
berlain  turned  his  back  upon  the 
players.  Some  of  the  principal 
aCtors,  and  fuch  as  were  abfolute- 
ly  neceffary  to  the  conducting  of 
the  theatrical  machine,  were  ad¬ 
mitted  to  favour  upon  reafonable 
terms,  and  were  allowed  the  fame 
annual  ftipends  which  they  enjoy¬ 
ed  before  the  feceffion  ;  others  of 
lefs  confequence  were  abridged  of 
half  their  income.” - - 

Mr.  Lacy  fucceeded  Fleetwood 
as  manager  of  Drury-lane  ;  at  the 
fame  time  Rich,  the  inventor  of 
our  modern  pantomime,  govern¬ 
ed  the  theatre  at  Covent-garden. 
The  characters  of  thefe  two  lead¬ 
ers,  and  the  important  event  of 
the  campaign  of  1747,  are  thus 
deferibed. 

“  John  Rich,  the  fon  of  Chrilto- 
pher  Rich,  formerly  patentee  of 
Drury-lane  theatre,  feems  to  have 
imbibed,  from  his  very  early 
years,  a  diflike  of  the  people  with 
whom  he  was  deltined  to  live  and 
daily  converfe.  We  are  told,  that 
his  father  wilhed  rather  to  acquire 
wealth  by  French  dancers,  Italian, 
fingers,  and  every  other  exotic  ex¬ 
hibition,  than  by  the  united  fkill 
of  the  moll  accomplilhcd  come¬ 
dians.  The  fon  inherited  the  fame 
odd  talfe ;  for  being  left  by  his 
father  in  the  joint  pofTeliion  of  the 
patent  with  his  brother  Chrifto- 
pher,  and  after  having  ineffectu¬ 
ally  tried  his  talent  for  aCting  in. 
the  part  of  the  Earl  of  Effex,  and 
fome  other  important  character* 
he  applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of 
pantomimical  reprefentation.  In 
this  he  was  happily  very  fortunate. 
He  formed  a  kind  of  harlequinade, 

unknown 
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unknown  to  this,  and,  I  believe, 
to  any  other  country,  which  he 
called  a  pantomime  :  it  conlifted 
of  two  parts,  one  ferious  and  the 
other  comic.  By  the  help  of  gay 
fcenes,  hne  habits,  grand  dances, 
appropriated  mode,  and  other  de¬ 
corations,  he  exhibited  a  dory 
from  Ovid’s  Metamorphofes,  or 
fome  other  fabulous  writer :  be¬ 
tween  the  paufes  or  adls  of  this 
ferious  reprefentation,  he  inter¬ 
wove  a  comic  fable,  con  filling 
chiefly  of  the  courtlhip  of  Harle¬ 
quin  and  Columbine,  with  a  va¬ 
riety  of  furprifing  adventures  and 
Hidden  transformations,  which 
were  produced  by  the  magic  wand 
of  Harlequin.  — - 

It  is  a  very  Angular  circum- 
Hance,  that  of  all  the  pantomimes 
which  Rich  brought  on  the  Hage, 
from  the  Harlequin  Sorcerer,  in 
the  year  1717,  to  the  lad  which 
was  exhibited  a  year  before  his 
death,  which  fell  out  in  1761, 
there  was  fcarce  one  which  failed 
to  pleafe  the  public,  who  teflified 
their  approbation  of  them  forty  or 
Jifty  nights  fuccefflvely.*----- 

Mr.  Lacy,  the  rival  of  Mr. 
Rich,  was  a  man  of  good  under- 
Handing,  uncultivated  by  educa¬ 
tion.- — By  a  fucceflion  of  fchemes 
he  endeavoured  to  attain  affluence 
and  independence.  The  frit  dawn 
of  his  profperity  he  owed  to  his 
proje&ing  the  rotunda  of  Rane- 
lagh,  about  forty  years  fmee, 
which  gained  him  the  fum  of 
4000I.  This  building  is  a  Hand¬ 
ing  monument  of  his  take  and  in¬ 
genuity.  His  being  appointed 
manager  for  the  bankers,  who 
purchafed  the  remainder  of  Mr. 
Fleetwood’s  patent,  with  a  third 
of  his  own,  advanced  him  Hill 
higher  to  public  notice  $  and  the 


misfortunes  of  thefe  men,  owing 
perhaps  to  an  utter  deferdon  of 
theatrical  entertainments,  in  the 
year  of  the  Scotch  rebellion  in 
1745,  were, occasionally  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  his  fortune  ;  for  having, 
during  the  time  he  was  a  mana¬ 
ger,  frequently  attended  the  duke 
of  Grafton,  then  lord  chamber- 
lain;  in  his  hunting  parties,  he  fo 
far  ingratiated  himfelf  in  his 
grace’s  favour,  that  he  afterwards, 
at  the  expiration  of  the  old  pa¬ 
tent,  obtained  on  very  reafonable 
terms  a  new  one,  the  half  of  which 
Mr.  Garrick  purchafed. 

Mr.  Lacy  was  adtive  and  enter- 
prifing.  He  brought  Barry  from 
Ireland  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
fecured  Macklin,  Yates,  Berry, 
Beard,  Neale,  Tafwell,  Mrs.  Clive, 
Mrs.  Wellington,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Giffard,  and  others.  He  appeared 
fo  formidable  to  Rich,  that,  by 
the  adyice  of  his  counfellors,  he 
immediately  entered  into  a  treaty 
with  Mr.  Garrick,  Mr.  Quin,  and 
Mrs.  Cibber.  Mrs.  Pritchard, 
Meflfrs.  Woodward,  Chapman, 
Hippifley,  and  Mrs.  Green,  he 
had  already  bound  to  himfelf  by 
articles. 

It  is  not,  perhaps,  more  dim- 
cult  to  fettle  the  covenants  of  a 
league  between  mighty  monarchs, 
than  to  adjuH  the  preliminaries  of 
a  treaty  in  which  the  high  and 
potent  princes  and  princefles  of  a 
theatre  are  the  parties.  Mr.  Gar¬ 
rick  and  Mr.  Quin  had  too  much 
fenfe  and  temper  to  fquabble  about 
trifles.  After  one  or  two  previous 
and  friendly  meetings,  they  fe- 
ledted  fuch  charadlers  as  they  in¬ 
tended  to  adt  without  being  oblig® 
ed  to  join  in  the  fame  play.  Some 
parts  were  to  be  added  by  them  al¬ 
ternately,  particularly  Richard  the 

Third 
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Third  and  Othello.  The  great 
difficulty  lay  in  chufing  fuch  plays 
as  they  might  both  appear  in  to 
advantage.  The  following  parts 
they  confented,  as  far  as  I  can 
recollect,  to  a£t  together:  Lotha¬ 
rio  and  Horatio  in  the  Fair  Pe¬ 
nitent  ;  in  Jane  Shore,  Haflings 
and  Gloller  ;  in  Henry  the  Fourth, 
(firft  part)  Hotfpur  and  Falftaff ; 
in  the  Diftreffed  Mother,  Oreftes, 
Garrick  ;  Pyrrhus,  Quin  ;  and,  I 
believe,  Brutus  and  Caffius  in  Ju¬ 
lius  Caffar.  I  have  feen  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  Caffius  accurately  deli¬ 
neated  in  Mr.  Garrick’s  own  hand¬ 
writing,  which  he  had  extracted 
from  Bayle  ;  and  it  is  very  proba¬ 
ble  that  he  had  given  his  confent 
to  act  the  part,  but  that,  on  fe- 
rious  reflection,  he  had  renounced 
his  intention,  as  the  weight  of  ap- 
plaufe,  in  the  much-admired  fcene 
between  thefe  great  men  in  the 
fourth  aCt  of  the  play,  mult  have 
fallen  to  the  fhare  of  Brutus. 
There  was  another  reafon  for  re¬ 
jecting  Caffius,  which,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability,  had  its  force  with  him  ; 
he  would  never  willingly  put  on 
the  Roman  habit. 

Mr.  Quin  foon  found,  that  his 
competition  with  Mr.  Garrick, 
vvhofe  reputation  was  hourly  in- 
creafing,  whilft  his  own  was  on 
the  decline,  would  foon  become 
ineffectual.  His  P.ichard  the 
Third  could  fcarce  draw  together 
a  decent  appearance  of  company 
in  the  boxes ;  and  he  was,  with 
fome  difficulty,  tolerated  in  the 
part,  when  Garrick  aCted  the  fame 
character  to  crowded  houfes,  and 
with  very  great  applaufe. 

The  town  had  often  wiffied  to 
fee  thefe  great  aCtors  fairly  match¬ 
ed  in  two  characters  of  almoft 
equal  importance.  The  Fair  Pe- 
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nitent  prefented  an  opportunity  to 
difplay  their  feveral  merits;  though 
it  mult  be  owned,  that  the  ba¬ 
lance  was  as  much  in  favour  of 
Quin,  as  the  advocate  of  virtue  is 
fuperior  in  argument  to  the  de¬ 
fender  of  libertinifm. 

The  fliouts  of  applaufe,  when 
Horatio  and  Lothario  met  on  the 
ftage  together  in  the  fecond  aCl, 
were  fo  loud,  and  fo  often  repeat¬ 
ed,  before  the  audience  permitted 
them  to  fpeak,  that  the  comba¬ 
tants  feemed  to  be  difconcerted. 
It  was  obferved  that  Quin  chang¬ 
ed  colour,  and  Garrick  feemed  to 
be  embarraffed  ;  and,  it  mull  be 
owned,  that  thefe  aCtors  were  ne¬ 
ver  lefs  mailers  of  themfelves, 
than  on  the  firft  night  of  the  con- 
teft  for  pre-eminence.—— 

Notwithftanding  the  evident  dis¬ 
parity  arifing  from  one  aClor’s 
pleading  the  caufe  of  truth  and 
virtue,  and  the  other  being  en¬ 
gaged  on  the  fide  of  licentioufnefs 
and  profligacy,  Mr.  Quin  was,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  beft  judges, 
fairly  defeated  ;  by  ftriving  to  do 
too  much,  he  miffed  the  mark  at 
which  he  aimed.  The  character 
of  Horatio  is  compounded  of  de¬ 
liberate  courage,  warm  friendfhip, 
and  cool  contempt  of  vice.  The 
laft  Quin  had  in  a  fuperior  de¬ 
gree,  but  could  not  rife  to  an  equal 
expreffion  of  the  other  two.  The 
ftrong  emphafis  which  he  ftamped 
on  almoft  every  word  in  a  line, 
robbed  the  whole  of  that  eale  and 
graceful  familiarity  which  fhould 
have  accompanied  the  elocution 
and  aClion  of  a  man  who  is  calmuy 
chaftifing  a  vain  and  audacious 
boafter. 

When  Lothario  gave  Horatio 
the  challenge.  Quin,  inftead  of 
accepting  it  inftantaneoufly,  with 
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the  determined  and  unembarraffed 
brow  of  fuperior  bravery,  made  a 
long  paufe,  and  dragged  out  the 
words, 

{i  I’ll  meet  thee  there  !” 

in.  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  it 
appear  abfolutely  ludicrous.  He 
paufed  fo  long  before  he  fpoke, 
that  fomebody,  it  was  faid,  call¬ 
ed  out  from  the  gallery,  “  Why 
don’t  you  tell  the  gentleman 
whether  you  will  meet  him  or 
not — 

The  fuccefs  of  the  Lying  Valet 
and  Lethe  induced  Mr.  Garrick  to 
trv  his  fortune  once  more  as  a 
writer;  and  Mifs  in  her  Teens 
was  the  produce  of  his  mufe;  a 
farce,  in  which  cowardice  and 
effeminacy  are  fo  happily  con- 
fraded,  and  ftrongly  ridiculed, 
that  it  will  for  a  long  time  main¬ 
tain  its  ground  in  the  theatre. 
This  petit-piece  was  afted  a  great 
number  of  nights.  Mr.  Quin  was 
called  upon  to  play  feme  of  his 
charafters  during  its  reprefen ta- 
tion.  He  complied  at  find,  but 
icon  after  repented:  he  furlily 
fwore  he  would  not  hold  up  the 
tail  of  any  farce.  Nor  fhall  he,” 
faid  Mr.  Garrick,  when  he  was 
told  what  Quin  had  faid  ;  Cf  I 
will  give  him  a  month’s  holidays.” 
He  picked  out  of  the  prompter’s 
lid  of  plays  ail  fuch  as  could  be 
afted  without  Quin,  and  were  not 
fuppofed  to  have  any  internal 
ffrength  to  draw  company  of  them- 
felves.  To  thefe  Mifs  in  her 
Teens  was  tacked  every  night  for 
above  a  month,  or  five  weeks. 
Quin  would  fcmetimes,  during 
the  rim  of  the  farce,  pay  a  vifit  to 
the  theatre;  but  on  being  told 
that  the  houfe  was  crowded,  he 


would  give  a  fignificant  growl, 
and  withdraw..--— 

The  great  run  of  company  to 
Covent-garden  left  Drury-lane  in 
a  date  of  inferiority  and  defpon- 
dency. — Lacy  having  about  this 
time,  prevailed  on  the  duke  of 
Grafton  to  promife  a  renewal  of 
the  Drury-lane  patent,  he  wifely 
thought,  the  bed  way  to  fecure  fo 
valuable  an  acquifition  as  Mr. 
Garrick,  would  be  to  offer  him, 
the  moiety  of  it.— — 

The  tender  of  fo  confiderable 
and  valuable  a  thing  as  the  half 
of  a  patent,  was  by  no  means  un¬ 
plea  ling  to  Mr.  Garrick  f  he  con¬ 
futed  his  friends,  who  all  advifi* 
ed  him  to  purchafe  it  on  reafona- 
b!e  terms.  By  paying  the  mode¬ 
rate  fum  of  eight  thoufand  pounds, 
he  became  joint-patentee  of  Drury- 
lane  theatre  with  Mr.  Lacy.  This 
tranfaftion  was  fmifhed  ’to  the  fa- 
tisfaftion  of  both  parties,  about 
the  end  of  March,  or  beginning 
of  April,  1  747. 

Mr.  Rich,  though  he  was  vifi- 
bly  acquiring  very  large  property 
by  fuch  a  condant  fuccedion  of 
good  houfes,  and  principally  by 
the  means  of  his  afters,  did  not 
feem  to  enjoy  or  underdand  the 
happinefs  of  his  fituation.  It  was 
imagined,  by  thofe  who  knew  his 
humour  bed,  that  he  would  have 
been  better  pleafed  to  fee  his  great 
comedians  fliew  away  to  empty 
benches,  that  he  might  have  had 
an  opportunity  to  mortify  their 
pride,  by  bringing  out  a  new 
pantomime,  and  drawing  the  town 
after  his  raree-fhow.  Often  would 
he  take  a  peep  at  the  houfe  through 
the  curtain,  and  as  often,  from 
difappointment  and  difguft,  ari- 
fing  from  the  view  of  a  full  audi¬ 
ence. 
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ence,  break  out  into  the  follow¬ 
ing  expreffions,  **  What,  are  you 
there  !  Well,  much  good  may  it 
do  you.” 

Though  he  might  have  ealily 
fixed  Mr.  Garrick  in  his  fervice, 
long  before  he  had  bargained  for 
a  iliare  of  Drury-lane  patent,  he 
gave  himfelf  no  concern,  when 
he  was  told  of  a  matter  fo  fatal  to 
his  intereft;  he  rather  feemed  to 
confider  it  as  a  releafe  from  a  dif- 
agreeable  engagement,  and  con- 
foled  himfelf  with  mimicking  the 
great  a£lor.  It  was  a  ridiculous 
fight  to  fee  the  old  man  upon  his 
knees,  repeating  Lear’s  curfe  to 
his  daughter,  after  Garrick’s  man¬ 
ner,  as  he  termed  it ;  while  fome 
of  the  players,  who  flood  round 
him,  gave  him  loud  applaufes ; 
and  others,  though  they  were 
obliged  to  join  in  the  general  ap¬ 
probation,  heartily  pitied  his  fol¬ 
ly,  and  defpifed  his  ignorance. 

I  am  authorifed  to  aflert,  that 
the  profits  arifing  from  plays  at 
Covent-garden  theatre,  from  Sep¬ 
tember  1746,  to  the  end  of  May, 
1747,  amounted  to  eight  thoufand 
five  hundred  pounds.  And  let  no 
man  think  this  an  exorbitant  fum, 
which  was  earned  by  a  Garrick,  in 
conjunction  with  many  excellent 
comedians,  when  it  can  be  prov¬ 
ed,  that  in  one  year,  after  pay¬ 
ing  all  expences,  eleven  thouland 
pounds  were  the  produce  of  Mr. 
Maddock’s  (the  ilraw-man’s)  agi¬ 
lity,  added  to  the  inferior  talents 
of  the  players,  at  the  fame  houfe, 
fome  few  years  afterwards.” - 

His  fhort  fketch  of  an  a&refs  fo 
celebrated  for  beauty  of  counte¬ 
nance  and  elegance  of  form,  as 
well  as  merit  in  her  profaflion,  as 
Mrs.  Woffington,  cannot  but  be 
acceptable  to  our  readers. 
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“  Mrs.  Margaret  Woffington  was 
born  at  Dublin  in  1718.  For  her 
education,  in  the  very  early  part 
of  life,  fhe  was  indebted  to  Ma¬ 
dame  Violante,  a  French  woman 
of  good  reputation,  and  famous 
for  feats  of  agility.  She  is  occa- 
fionally  mentioned  in  Swift’s  De¬ 
fence  of  Lord  Carteret.  From 
her  inllrutflions  little  Woffington 
learned  that  eafy  aCtion  and  grace¬ 
ful  deportment,  which  flie  after¬ 
wards  endeavoured,  with  unre¬ 
mitting  application,  to  improve. 
When  the  Beggar’s  Opera  was 
iirffc  adled  at  Dublin,  it  was  fo 
much  applauded  and  admired, 
that  all  ranks  of  people  flocked  to 
fee  it.  A  company  of  children, 
under  the  title  of  Lilliputians, 
were  encouraged  to  represent  this 
favourite  piece  at  the  Theatre 
Royal ;  and  Mils  Woffington, 
then  in  the  tenth  year  of  her  age, 
made  a  very  diftinguifhed  figure 
am'ongft  thefe  pigmy  comedians. 

She  appeared,  for  the  firft  time 
in  London,  at  the  theatre  in  Co¬ 
vent-garden,  in  1738.  Her  choice 
of  charafter  excited  the  curiofity 
of  the  public:  Sir  Harry  Wild- 
air,  a£ted  by  a  woman,  was  a 
novelty :  this  gay,  diffipated, 

good-humoured  rake,  fhe  repre- 
fented  with  fo  much  eafe,  ele¬ 
gance,  and  propriety  of  deport¬ 
ment,  that  no  male  a£lor  has 
fince  equalled  her  in  that  part  : 
fhe  acquitted  herfelf  fo  much  to 
the  general  fatisfa£lion,  that  ic 
became  falhionable  to  fee  Mrs. 
Woffington  perfonate  Sir  Harry 
Wildair.  The  managers  foon 
found  it  to  be  their  intereft  to  an¬ 
nounce  her  frequently  for  that 
favourite  character;  it  proved 
a  conilant  charm  to  fill  their 
houfes. 
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In  Dublin  fhe  tried  her  powers 
of  a£ling  a  tragedy  rake,  for  Lo« 
thario  is  certainly  of  that  cad ; 
but  whether  Hie  was  as  greatly  ac- 
compliffied  in  the  manly  tread  of 
the  bufkin’d  libertine,  as  fhe  was 
in  the  genteel  walk  of  the  gay 
gentleman  in  comedy,  1  know 
not ;  but  it  is  certain  that  fhe  did 
not  meet  with  the  fame  approba¬ 
tion  in  the  part  of  Lothario,  as  in 
that  of  Wildair. 

Her  chief  merit  in  adding,  i 
think,  confided  in  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  females  in  high -rank,  and 
of  dignified  elegance,  whole  graces 
in  deportment,  as  well  as  foibles, 
fhe  underftood,  and  difplayed  in  a 
very  lively  and  pleafing  manner. 
The  fafhionable  irregularities  and 
fprightly  coquetry  of  a  Millamant, 
a  Lady  Townly,  Lady  Betty  Mo- 
difh,  and-  Maria  in  the  Non- 
Juror,  were  exhibited  by  Woffing¬ 
ton  with  that  happy  eafe  and 
gaiety,  and  with  fuch  powerful 
attraction,  that  the  exceffes  of 
thefe  characters  appeared  not  only 
pardonable,  but  agreeable. 

But  this  aCtrefs  did  not  confine 
berfelf  to  parts  of  fuperior  ele- 
gance ;  fhe  loved  to  wanton  with 
ignorance  when  combined  with 
abfurdity,  and  to  play  with  petu¬ 
lance  and  folly,  with  peevifhnefs 
and  vulgarity  :  thofe  who  remem¬ 
ber  her  Lady  Pliant  in  Congreve’s 
Double  Dealer,  will  recoiled  with 
great  pleafure  her  whim  ileal  dif- 
covery  of  paffion,  and  her  auk- 
wardly  affumed  prudery :  in  Mrs. 
Day,  in  the  Committee,  fhe  made 
no  fcruple  to  difguife  her  beautiful 
countenance,  by  drawing  on  it 
the  lines  of  deformity,  and  the 
wrinkles  of  old  age  ;  and  to  put 
on  the  tawdry  habiliments  -and 


vulgar  manners  of  an  old  hypo¬ 
critical  city  vixen. 

As,  in  her  profefiion,  fhe  aimed 
at  attaining  general  excellence, 
fhe  ftudied  feveral  parts  of  the 
mod  pathetic,  as  well  as  lofty 
clafs  in  tragedy  ;  and  was  refolved 
to  perfedl  herfelf  in  the  grace  and 
grandeur  of  the  French  theatre. 
With  this  view  fhe  vifited  Paris  ; 
here  fhe  was  introduced  to  Ma- 
detnoifelle  Dumefnil,  an  a&refs 
celebrated  for  natural  elocution 
and  dignified  adtion.  Colley 
Cibber,  at  the  age  of  feventy, 
profeffed  himfelf  Mrs.  Woffing¬ 
ton’s  humble  admirer  ;  he  thought 
himfelf  happy  to  be  her  Cicifbeo 
and  inttruftor  ;  his  great  delight 
was  to  play  Nykin,  or  Fondle- 
wife  in  the  Old  Batchelor,  to  her 
Cocky,  or  Letitia,  in  the  fame 
play. 

On  her  return  from  Paris,  fhe 
added  with  approbation  fome  parts 
in  tragedy,  particularly  Andro¬ 
mache  and  Hermione  in  the  Dif- 
treffed  Mother,  which,  to  ffiew 
her  proficiency,  fhe  played  alter¬ 
nately  ;  but  fhe  never  could  attain 
to  that  happy  art  of  fpeaking, 
nor  reach  that  fkill  of  touching 
the  paffiens,  fo  jufily  admired  in 
Cibber  and  Pritchard.  Old  Col¬ 
ley,  her  matter,  was  himfelf  a 
mean  aPcor  in  tragedy,  though  he 
was  extremely  fond- of  the  bufkin  j 
he  taught  her  to  recite  fo  pom- 
poufly^  that  nature  and  paffion 
were  not  feldom  facrificed  to  a 
falfe  glare  of  eloquence.  The 
teacher  infilled  upon  a  particular 
tone,  as  he  called  it,  in  the  de¬ 
clamation  of  his  pupils. 

Mr.  Garrick’s  acquaintance  with 
Mrs.  Woffington  commenced,  I 
believe,  in  Ireland,  when  he  firft 
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vifited  that  kingdom,  in  1742  ; 
(he  aCted  Cordelia  and  Ophelia  to 
his  Lear  and  Hamlet.  When  he 
commenced  patentee,  in  1747, 
he  found  her  one  of  the  articled 
comedians  of  Mr.  Lacy;  but,  as 
he  brought  with  him  from  Covent- 
garden  Mrs.  Cibber  and  Mrs. 
Pritchard,  Ihe  thought  her  conti¬ 
nuing  at  Drury-lane  would  be  at¬ 
tended  with  many  difagreeable 
contentions  for  characters.  Be¬ 
fore  that  time,  Clive  and  Wof¬ 
fington  had  claihed  on  various 
occafions,  which  brought  forth 
fquabbles,  diverting  enough  to 
their  feveral  partizans  amongit  the 
aCtors.  Woffington  was  well- 
bred,  feemingly  difpaffionate,  and 
at  all  times  miftrefs  of  herfelf. 
Clive  was  frank,  open,  and  im¬ 
petuous  ;  what  came  uppermoit  in 
her  mind,  ihe  fpoke  without  re¬ 
fer  ve :  the  other  blunted  the  (harp 
fpeeches  of  Ciive  by  her  appa¬ 
rently  civil,  but  keen  and  farcaf- 
tic  replies;  thus  (he  often  threw 
Clive  off  her  guard  by  an  arch  fe- 
verity,  which  the  warmth  of  the 
other  could  not  eafily  parry. 

No  two  women  of  high  rank 
ever  hated  one  another  more  ua- 
refervediy  than  thefe  great  dames 
of  the  theatre.  But  though  the 
paffions  of  each  were  as  lefty  as 
thofe  of  a  firft  dutchefs,  yet  they 
wanted  the  courtiy  art  of  conceal¬ 
ing  them ;  and  this  occasioned 
now  and  then  a  very  grotefque 
feene  in  the  Green-room. 

Mrs.  Woffington,  after  afting  a 
few  years  with  Mr.  Rich,  engag¬ 
ed  herfelf,  in  1751,  to  Mr.  She- 
jidan,  the  manager  of  the  Dublin 
theatre.  Here  (lie  continued  three 
years,  and  was  the  admiration  of 
the  public  in  a  variety  of  parts, 
tragic  and  comic.  Her  company 
Vol.  XXlil. 
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was  fought  after  by  men  of  the 
firft  rank  and  diltin&ion  ;  perfons 
of  the  graved  character,  and  moll 
eminent  for  learning,  were  proud 
of  her  acquaintance,  and  charmed 
with  her  conversion.  She  was, 

I  think,  chofen  prefidenc  of  a  fe- 
ledt  fcciety  of  beaux  efprits,  call¬ 
ed  the  Beef  Steak  Club,  and  was 
the  only  woman  in  the  company. 

She  frankly  declared,  that  (he 
preferred  the  company  of  men  to 
that  of  women :  the  latter,  (he 
faid,  talked  of  nothing  but  filks 
and  fcandaL  Whether  this  parti¬ 
cular  preference  of  the  converfa- 
tion  of  males  might  not  take  its 
rife  from  her  not  being  admitted 
to  vifit  certain  ladies  of  quality,  I 
will  not  take  upon  me  to  fay  ;  but 
(he  certainly  had  not  that  free  ac~ 
cefs  to  women  of  rank  and  virtue 
which  was  permitted  to  Oldfield 
an  d  Cibber. 

Mrs.  Woffington  was  miftrefs  of 
a  good  underitanding,  which  was 
much  improved  by  company  and 
books.  She  had  a  molt  attractive 
fprightlinefs  in  her  manner,  and 
dearly  loved  to  purfue  the  baga¬ 
telle  of  vivacity  and  humour:  (he 
was  affable,  good-natured,  and 
charitable.  When  (he  returned 
to  London,  in  1756,  (lie  once 
more  engaged  herfelf  to  Mr.  Rich  ; 
and  died,  about  a  year  before  his 
death,  of  a  gradual  decay.’7 

Mr.  Malloch  or  Mallet,  the  au¬ 
thor  of  Elvira,  and  feveral  other 
dramatic  compofitions,  makes  too 
confpicuous  a  figure  in  thefe  me¬ 
moirs  to  be  omitted. 

**  This  author,  fays  Mr.  Davies, 
was,  when  very  young,  janitor  of 
the  High  School  of  Edinburgh. 
His  real  name  was  Macgregor,  a 
member  of  a  Scotch  clan,  which 
R  had 
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had  rendered  themfelves  fo  noto¬ 
rious,  as  well  as  obnoxious  to  the 
laws,  for  afts  of  violence  and  rob¬ 
bery,  that  they  were  obliged,  by 
an  aft  of  parliament,  to  change 
the  name  of  Macgregor  for  ano¬ 
ther.  Our  author  chofe  that  of 
Malloch  ;  but  after  having  ufed  it 
fome  time,  and  figned  it  to  a  de¬ 
dication,  he  thought  it  founded  fo 
impolitely  and  was  fo  unharmo- 
nious,  that  he  afterwards  foftened 
it  into  Mallet,  The  firlt  pro¬ 
duction  of  his  mufe,  and  when  he 
was  very  young,  was  a  fweet  and 
plaintive  ballad  called  William  and 
Margaret.  Captain  Thompfon, 
the  editor  of  Andrew  Marvell’s 
works,  declares  that  he  found  this 
poetical  nofegay  among  many  other 
produftions  of  the  fame  author  in 
a  folio  MS.  of  his  works,  and 
with  feveral  poems  publifhed  by 
Mr.  Addifon  in  the  Speftator. 

The  Englifh  poetry,  in  Mar¬ 
vell’s  time,  was  certainly  not  ar¬ 
rived  ati  that  elegance  and  har¬ 
mony  fo  vifible  in  the  fong  of 
Willi  am  and  Margaret,  and  the 
hymns  and  verfions  of  pfalms  in 
the  Speftator;  which  latter  bear 
evident  marks  of  their  being  Mr. 
Adaifon’s  own  compofition.  Nor 
can  I  prefume  to  rob  Mr.  Mallet 
©f  the  merit  of  writing  William 
and  Margaret,  on  fo  {lender  a 
proof  as  that  of  its  being  found 
in  a  volume  of  manufcript  poems 
attributed  to  Mr.  Marvell,  a 
name  which  deferves  to  be  revered 
by  every  lincere  lover  of  his  coun¬ 
try.  -  Mr.  Mallet  having  diflin- 
guilhed  himfelf  as  a  man  of  learn¬ 
ing  and  capacity,  was  appointed 
private  tutor  to  his  grace  the 
Duke  of  Montr  ofe,  and  his  bro¬ 
ther,  Lord  George  Graham.  Soon 
after*  he  went  abroad  with  Mr. 


Craggs ;  and  after  he  returned  to 
England,  he  wrote  his  tragedy  of 
Eurydice,  which  was  afted  at  the 
theatre  in  Drury-lane  in  1731* 
Aaron  Hill  wrote  the  prologue  and 
epilogue,  and  was  enthuhafticaliy 
warm  in  his  praifes  of  the  play, 
though  he  found  great  fault  with, 
the  afting  of  it.  Eurydice  is  not 
written  to  the  heart ;  the  language 
is  not  original  in  many  places, 
but  borrowed  from  other  plays  ; 
nor  are  the  fituations  in  which  the 
characters  are  placed  interelting, 
any  more  than  the  characters 
themfelves  are  juftly  or  power¬ 
fully  drawn  ;  Periander  and  Pro- 
eles  are  Tamerlane  and  Bajazet, 
only  in  diffimilar  fituations  of  for¬ 
tune. 

We  have  in  this  play  rage  with¬ 
out  producing  terror,  and  grief 
that  caufes  no  commiferation. 
Eurydice  was  confiderably  altered 
and  revived  almoffc  thirty  years  af¬ 
ter  its  firlt  reprefentation.  The 
principal  characters  were  perfonat- 
ed  by  Mr.  Garrick  and  Mrs. 
Cibber,  but  to  no  effeft.  The 
pafiions  of  love  and  jealoufy  are, 
of  all  others,  the  molt  capable  of 
affefting  the  minds  of  the  fjpefta- 
tors;  but  all  the  rage  of  a  Gar¬ 
rick,  and  pathos  of  a  Cibber, 
could  not  extort  a  tear  from  the 
audience.  But  the  author  would 
not  take  the  blame  upon  himfelf; 
he  fat  in  the  orcheftra,  and  be¬ 
llowed  his  execrations  plentifully 
upon  the  players,  to  whom  he 
attributed  the  cold  reception  of 
his  tragedy. 

Soon  after  the  lirlt  afting  of 
Eurydice  he  publifhed  his  poem 
of  Verbal  Criticifm  ;  a  trite  fa- 
tire  on  pedants  and  pedantry* 
compofed  of  fuch  common-place 
raillery  as  that  with  which  fmall 
3  wits 
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wits  ufually  attack  great  and  emi¬ 
nent  fcholars.  Bentley’s  Paradife 
Loft  was  indeed  a  fair  mark  for 
cenfure;  and  we  muft,  I  am 
afraid,  reckon  it  amongft  the  do¬ 
tages  of  that  learned  man,  who 
publilhed  his  edition  of  Milton  in 
a  very  advanced  age.  But  Mal¬ 
let’s  attack  upon  Theobald  was 
equally  ignorant  and  illiberal  ; 
for  the  Shakfpeare  Reftored  of  this 
writer  laid  the  foundation  of  juft 
criticifm  upon  our  great  poet. 
However,  the  poem  was  written 
with  a  defign  to  ingratiate  the 
author  with  Mr.  Pope,  who  foon 
after  introduced  him  to  Lord  Bo- 
lingbroke. 

Thomfon  and  Mallet  were  re- 
comm- nded  to  the  patronage  of 
Frederick  Prince  of  Wales,  who 
appointed  them  both  his  fecreta- 
ries.  The  politicks  of  St.  James’s 
and  of  Leicefter  Houfe  being  very 
oppofite,  thefe  writers  were  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  friends  of  the  prince 
to  juftify  his  conduct,  and  vindi¬ 
cate  his  caufe,  by  attacking  the 
adminiftration  of  Sir  Robert  Wal¬ 
pole. 

The  two  poets  did  not  pretend 
to  underftand  political  argument, 
but  were  fuppofed  capable  of  in- 
terefting  the  public  in  favour  of 
their  mafter’s  caufe  by  the  art  of 
working  up  a  fable  in  a  tragedy, 
and  in  the  drawing  characters, 
and  giving  them  fuch  language, 
as  an  audience  could  not  fail  pro¬ 
perly  to  apply.  Thomfon,  under 
the  aufpices  of  his  great  patron, 
brought  his  Agamemnon  on 
Drury-lane  ftage.  I  remember 
the  following  fpeech  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  character  in  the  play,  which 
was  fpoken  to  ^Flgifthus,  was 
greatly  applauded  : 
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- But  the  moft  fruitful  fource 

Of  every  evil-— O  !  that  I  in  thunder 

Could  found  it  o’er  the  lift’ning  world 
to  kings, 

Is  delegating  power  to  wicked  hands . 

Agamemnon,  though  well  aft- 
ed,  for  Mrs.  Porter  in  advanced 
age  and  lame  was  prevailed  on  to 
perform  Clytemnellra,  was  not 
written  agreeably  to  the  tafte  of 
the  critics,  who  very  juftly  ob- 
ferved,  that  he  had  not  entirely 
preferved  ancient  manners  and 
characters;  Cly'emneftra  did  not 
refemble  the  portrait  drawn  of  her 
by  ^Lfchylus,  which  is  more  con¬ 
fident  and  agreeable  to  hiftory. 
The  dilpleafure  of  the  audience 
(hovvn  to  certain  fcenes  produced 
a  whimfical  effeCl  upon  the  au¬ 
thor  ;  he  had  promifed  to  meet 
fome  f  iends  at  a  tavern  as  foon 
as  the  play  was  ended,  but  he  was 
obliged  to  defer  his  attending 
them  to  a  very  late  hour.  Wheia 
he  came,  they  afked  him  the  reafon 
of  his  ftay  ;  he  told  them,  that  the 
criticks  had  fweated  him  fo  terri¬ 
bly,  by  their  fevere  treatment  of 
certain  parts  of  his  tragedy,  that 
the  perfpiration  was  fo  violent,  as 
to  render  his  wig  unfit  to  wear; 
and  that  he  had  fpent  a  great  deal 
of  time  amongft  the  peruke-mak¬ 
ers  in  procuring  a  proper  cover 
for  his  head. 

Though  Thcmfon’s  Edward  and 
Eleonora  was  excluded  the  ftage, 
becapfe  the  licenfer  faw,  as  he 
imagined,  a  formidable  attack 
upon  the  minifter ;  Mallet’s  Muf- 
tapha,  which  was  faid  to  glance 
at  the  king  and  Sir  Robert  Wal¬ 
pole,  in  the  characters  of  Soly- 
man  the  Magnificent  and  Ruftan 
his  vifier,  was  afted  with  great 
applaufe. 

R  2  Qq 
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On  the  firft  night  of  its  exhibi¬ 
tion  were  affembled  all  the  chiefs 
in  oppofition  to  the  court ;  and 
many  fpeeches  were  applied  by  the 
audience  to  the  fuppofed  grievan¬ 
ces  of  the  times,  and  to  perfons 
and  characters.  The  play  was  in 
general  well  aCted  ;  more  particu¬ 
larly  the  parts  of  Solyman  and 
Multapha,  by  Quin  and  Mil- 
ward.  Mr.  Pope  was  prefent,  in 
the  boxes  ;  and  at  the  end  of  the 
play  went  behind  the  fcenes,  a 
place  which  he  had  not  vilited  for 
fome  years.  He  exprefled  him- 
felf  to  be  well  pleafed  with  his  en¬ 
tertainment  ;  and  particularly  ad- 
drefled  himielf  to  Quin,  who  was 
greatly  flattered  with  the  dillinc- 
tion  paid  him  by  fo  great  a  man  ; 
and  when  Pope’s  fervant  brought 
his  mailer’s  fcarlet  cloke.  Quin 
infilled  upon  the  honour  of  put- 
ting  it  on  him. 

Thomfon  and  Mallet  were  foon 
after  commanded  by  the  Prince 
of  Wales  to  write  the  mafque  of 
Alfred,  to  celebrate  the  birth¬ 
day  of  Lady  Augufta,  his  eldeft 
daughter,  which  was  twice  afted, 
in  the  gardens  of  Ciifden,  by 
Quin,  Milward,  Mrs.  Clive,  Mrs. 
Horton,  and  other  players.  The 
accommodations  for  the  company, 
I  was  told,  were  but  fcanty,  and 
ill  managed  ;  and  the  players 
were  not  treated  as  perfons  ought 
to  be  who  are  employed  by  a 
prince.  Quin,  I  believe,  was  ad¬ 
mitted  among  thofe  of  the  higher 
otder  ;  and  Mrs.  Clive  might  be 
fafely  trufted  to  take  care  of  her- 
felf  any  where. 

Mr.  Mallet’s  reputation  was 
now  fo  highly  advanced,  that  the 
Duchefs  of  Marlborough  left 
1000  1.  by  legacy  to  him  and  Mr. 
Glover,  as  a  reward  for  writing 


the  life  of  the  Duke  of  Marlbo¬ 
rough.  The  latter  declining  the 
talk,  the  whole  fum  became  the 
property  of  the  former. 

Mr.  Mallet,  aLer  the  death  of 
his  friend  Thomfon,  which  hap¬ 
pened  in  1748,  refumed  the  flory 
of  Alfred,  on  which  they  had 
written  in  conjunction.  He  ob« 
ferved  that  in  the  fir  It  fketch,  Al¬ 
fred  was  but  the  fecond  character 
in  his  own  piece ;  and  this,  I 
imagine,  was  owing  to  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  Quin,  whofe  manner  of 
fpeaking  and  figure  were  better 
adapted  to  the  part  of  the  hermit 
than  Alfred.  He  found  himfelf 
obliged  to  make  great  alterations, 
more  agreeable  to  the  dignity  of 
the  principal  part,  and  more  Suit¬ 
ed  to  Mr.  Garrick’s  powers,  who 
undertook  to  aft  it.  Abundance 
of  fongs,  and  fome  odes,  were 
added,  and  many  new  incidents 
and  characters  ;  fo  that  little  of 
the  old  mafque  remained.  In  de¬ 
corations  of  magnificent  triumphal 
arches,  dances  of  furies,  various 
harmony  of  mufick  and  incanta¬ 
tions,  fine  fcenes  and  dreffes,  this 
mafque  exceeded  every  thing 
which  had  before  made  its  ap¬ 
pearance  on  the  Englilh  ltage. 

Mr.  Mallet,  in  the  end  of  the 
year  1748,  was  employed  by  hie 
patron,  Bolingbroke,  in  a  bufi- 
nefs  which,  if  he  had  any  feeling, 
mult  have  been  very  difagreeable 
to  him,  the  writing  the  preface  to 
an  edition  of  the  Patriot  King,  in 
which  he  was  obliged  to  cenfure 
the  conduCl  of  his  friend  Mr. 
Pope.  This  great  man  had  been 
entrufted  with  feveral  printed  co¬ 
pies  of  the  book,  and  enjoined  to 
communicate  the  knowledge  of  it 
to  a  few  feleft  perfons  only ;  but 
he  had,  unknown  to  the  author, 

printed 
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printed  an  edition  privately  of  1500 
copies. 

Lord  Bolingbroke  died  in  De¬ 
cember  1 75  1 ,  and  left  all  his  writ¬ 
ings,  publifhed  and  unpublifhed, 
to  Mr.  Mallet  ;  but  with  refpeCt 
to  thofe  political  works  printed  in 
his  life-time,  he  expreffed  him- 
felf  cautioully,  as  if  he  forefaw 
that  fomebody  would  lay  claim  to 
them  ;  and  therefore  he  left  them 
to  his  legatee,  as  far  as  he  lawfully 
could. 

When  Mallet  had  prepared 
Lord  Bolingbroke’s  works  for  the 
prefs,  he  was  fuprifed  with  a 
claim  of  Mr.  Richard  Francklin, 
the  printer,  who  had,  in  1726, 
published  Lord  Bolingbroke’s  Po¬ 
litical  TraCts ;  and  in  1735-6  re¬ 
tailed  in  the  Craftfman  his  Re¬ 
marks  upon  the  Hiftory  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  his  DiiTertation  on  Par¬ 
ties  ;  and  afterwards,  by  the  con- 
fent,  or  at  lead:  connivance,  of  the 
author,  printed  them  in  feparate 
volumes.  He  and  Mr,  Mallet 
were  advifed,  by  Mr.  Garrick 
and  other  friends,  to  leave  the 
matter  in  difpute  to  the  arbitra¬ 
tion  of  two  perfons  who  were  fup- 
pofed  by  them  to  be  competent 
judges  of  the  queftion.  Mallet 
named  Mr.  Garrick’s  friend,  Mr. 
Draper,  a  partner  of  Jacob  Ton- 
fon  ;  and  Francklin  chofe  Mr. 
Thomas  Wotton,  an  eminent 
bookfeller,  who  had  retired  from 
bufinefs,  A  writing  was  drawn, 
wherein  the  queftion  was  ftated, 
and  a  power  given  to  the  umpires 
to  decide  upon  it,  ligned  by  the 
parties. 

After  mature  deliberation,  the 
arbitrators  gave  their  decree  in 
writing,  as  follows  :  That  Mr, 
Mallet  fhould  pay  Mr.  Francklin 
the  fum  of  two  hundred  pounds 
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for  leave  to  print  the  political 
works  of  Lord  Bolingbroke,  which 
had  been  publifhed  in  his  lord- 
fhip’s  life-time,  in  a  complete 
collection  of  the  faid  nobleman’s 
writings,  and  in  any  form  which 
he  thought  proper,  and  as  often 
as  he  pleafed  ;  with  this  provifo, 
that  Mr.  Francklin  fhould  be  at 
liberty  to  print  the  books  in 
queftion  in  feparate  volumes,  as 
ufual. 

Mr.  Mallet  did  by  no  means 
approve  the  decifion  ;  and  Franck¬ 
lin,  by  trufting  to  his  honour,  in 
not  having  infifted  upon  bonds  of 
arbitration,  was  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  the  award. 

The  fum  of  two  hundred  pounds, 
for  leave  to  print  two  or  three  old 
volumes,  will  doubtlefs  appear  at 
prefent  too  large  a  gratification  ; 
but,  at  that  time,  the  right  of 
copy  was  efteemed  a  valuable  per¬ 
petuity  ;  and  we  cannot  now  con¬ 
demn  two  very  intelligent  and 
honeft  men  for  a  decifion  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  that  property  which  was 
fo  differently  rated  above  fix  and 
twenty  years  ago.  Mr.  Mallet’s 
conduCt  will  not  bear  j unification. 
But  though  we  cannot  defend  his 
behaviour,  we  may  perhaps  al¬ 
ledge  fomething  by  way  of  ex- 
cufe.  Mr.  Mallet  and  his  lady 
appeared  to  all  the  worid  to  be  the 
happieft  couple  in  it,  and  1  de¬ 
fire  to  have  no  doubt  that  they 
really  were  what  they  wifhed  the 
world  fhould  think  them.  How¬ 
ever,  Mrs.  Mallet,  to  her  excef- 
five  love,  joined  the  moft  con- 
fummate  prudence.  Every  (hil¬ 
ling  of  her  fortune,  which  amount¬ 
ed  to  feven  or  eight  thoufand 
pounds,  fhe  fettled  upon  herfelf ; 
but  then  fhe  took  all  imaginable 
care  that  Mr.  Mallet  fhould  ap- 
R  3  pear 
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pear  like  a  gentleman  of  di  Pci  ac¬ 
tion,  and,  from  her  great  kindnefs, 
ihe  always  purchafed  every  thing 
that  he  wore  ;  hat,  ftockings,  coat, 
waiflcoat,  &c.  were  all  of  her  own 
choice,  as  well  as  at  her  own  ccft; 
and  fuch  was  the  warmth  of  her 
fondnefs,  that  fhe  took  care  all 
the  world  fhould  know  the  pains 
Ihe  befcowed  on.  her  hufband’s 
drefs  *.  • 

Mallet  dreamt  of  getting  golden 
mountains  by  Bolingbroke’s  lega¬ 
cy ;  he  was  fo  fanguine  in  his  ex¬ 
pectations,  that  he  rejeded  the 
offer  of  three  thoufand  pounds, 
tendered  to  him  by  Mr.  Millar 
the  bookfeller,  for  the  copy- right 
of  that  nobleman’s  works  ;  at  the 
fame  time  he  was  fo  diftreffed  for 
cafh,  that  he  was  forced  to  borrow 
money  of  the  fame  Mr.  Millar,  to 
pay  his  fiationer  and  printer. 

Mallet  heartily  repented  his  re- 
fufal  of  the  Bookfeller’s  offer,  for 
the  hr  if  impreffion  of  his  edition  of 
Boiingbroke’s  works  was  not  fold 
off  in  twenty  years. 

Mr.  Mallet’s  mafque  of  Britan¬ 
nia  was  aded  in  1755.  Mr.  Gar~ 
rick  fpoke  a  humourous  epilogue 
to  it  in  the  character  of  a  drunken 
Bailor,  part  of  which  he  compofed 
himfelf.  Britannia  was  reprefent- 
ed  by  Mrs.  jefferfon,  the  molt 
complete  figure  in  beauty  of  coun¬ 
tenance  and  fymmetry  of  form  I 
ever  beheld.  'This  good  woman 
(for  fhe  was  as  virtuous  as  fair) 
was  fo  unaffeded  and  hmple  in  her 
behaviour,  that  fhe  knew  not  her 
power  of  charming,  Ker  beauti¬ 
ful  figure  and  majeflick  hep  in  the 
charader  of  Anna  Bullen,  drew 
the  admiration  of  all  who  faw  her. 
She  was  very  tall ;  and,  had  fhe 


been  happy  in  abilities  to  ad  cha- 
raders  of  confequence,  fhe  would 
have  been  an  excellent  partner  in 
tragedy  for  Mr.  Barry.  In  the  vi- 
ciffitudes  of  itinerant  ading,  fhe 
had  been  often  reduced,  from  the 
fmall  number  of  players  in  the 
company  fhe  belonged  to,  to  dif- 
guife  her  lovely  form,  and  to  affume 
parts  very  unfuitable  to  fo  delicate 
a  creature. 

When  fhe  was  afked  what  cha¬ 
racters  fhe  excelled  in  moil,  fhe  in¬ 
nocently  replied.  Old  men  in  comedy  j 
meaning  fuch  parts  as  Fondlewife 
in  the  Old  Bachelor,  and  Sir  Jea¬ 
lous  Traflick  in  the  Bufy  Body. 
She  died  fuddenly  at  Plymouth,  as 
fhe  was  looking  at  a  dance  that 
was  pradifing  for  the  night’s  re- 
prefentation. 

Mr,  Mallet  obtained  a  penfion 
from  the  miniftry  in  1757,  and 
was  employed  to  write  a  vindica¬ 
tion  of  their  meafures,  and  more 
particularly  refpeding  their  fend¬ 
ing  a  fleet  into  the  Mediterranean, 
under  Byng  ;  this  he  effeded  in 
a  letter,  written,  as  it  is  faid  in 
the  title,  by  a  plain  man,  which 
was  publifhed  in  a  large  fheet  of 
paper  %  the  miniflers  were  foon 
after  changed :  however,  his  old 
friends  had  the  intereft  to  procure 
him  a  very  confiderable  place  in 
the  cuftomus,  which  he  enjoyed  till 
his  death. 

'Till  the  year  1763,  we  hear 
nothing  of  Mallet,  except  a  dedi¬ 
cation  of  his  poems  to  the  late 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  in  which 
he  promifes  himfelf  fpeedily  the 
honour  of  dedicating  to  him  the 
life  of  his  great  relation.  In  the 
preface  to  his  Alfred,  publifhed 
with  his  other  works  in  1759,  he 


Mr.  Mallet’s  favourite  drefs  was  a  fuit  of  black  velvet. 
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had  there  fupprefied  what  he  had 
laid  in  a  former  advertifement  to 
that  mafque,  publilhed  in  1751, 
that  it  was  written  to  amufe  him- 
felf,  amidit  the  fatigues  of  his 
great  work,  the  life  of  the  Puke  of 
Marlborough. 

However,  this  life,  of  which  he 
never  wrote  one  line,  ferved  him  as 
a  kind  of  Italkir.g-horfe,  to  reach 
at  any  game  which  he  had  in 
profped. 

When  he  had  finilhed  his  El¬ 
vira,  he  call  about  in  what  man¬ 
ner  he  could  bell  prevail  upon 
Mr.  Garrick  to  ad  it.  He  knew 
that  his  revived  Eurydice,  and  his 
mafque  of  Britannia,  had  done 
nothing  for  the  managers,  though 
he  had  gained  fomething  by  them 
himfelf.  He  waited  on  Mr.  Gar¬ 
rick,  in  the  ufual  intercourfe  of 
friendship,  with  Elvira  in  his 
pocket. 

After  the  common  falute,  Mr. 
Garrick  afked  him,  what  it  was 
that  employed  his  ftudies.  “  Why, 
upon  my  w'ord,  faid  Mallet.  I  am 
eternally  fatigued  with  preparing 
and  arranging  materials  for  the 
life  of  the  great  Duke  of  Marl¬ 
borough  ;  all  my  nights  and  days 
are  occupied  with  that  hi  dory  ; 
and  you  know,  Mr.  Garrick,  that 
it  is  a  very  bright  and  interefting 
period  in  the  Britilh  annals.  But 
hark  you,  my  friend !  do  you 
know  that  I  have  found  out  a  pret¬ 
ty  fnug  nich  in  it  for  you  - 

“  Heh  !  how’s  that  !  a  nich  for 
me  !  (faid  the  manager,  turning 
quickly  upon  him,  his  eyes  fpark- 
ling  with  unufual  hre.)  How  the 
devil  could  you  bring  me  into  the 
hiflory  of  John  Churchill  Duke  of 

*  Dr.  Johnfon,  in  his  life  of  Mallet, 
Alfred, 


Marlborough  ?”  —  tc  I  hat  s  my 
bufinefs,  my  dear  friend  (rejoined 
Mallet;)  but  I  tell  you,  I  have 
done  it.” — "  Well,  faith.  Mal¬ 
let,  you  have  the  art  of  furprifmg 
your  friends  in  the  molt  unex¬ 
pected  and  the  politell  manner: 
but  why  won’t  you,  now,  who  are 
fo  well  qualified,  write  fomething 
for  the  ltage  ?  You  Ihould  relax. 
Interpone  tuis — ha  ?  you  know  !  for 
[  am  fure  the  theatre  is  a  mere 
matter  of  diverfion,  a  pleafure  to 
you.” 

**  Why  faith  (faid  the  other)  to 
tell  you  the  truth,  I  have,  when¬ 
ever  I  could  rob  the  duke  of  an. 
hour  or  fo,  employed  myfelf  in 
adapting  La  Motte’s  Ines  de 
Caftro  to  the  Englilh  ltage,  and 
here  it  is.”  The  manager  em¬ 
braced  Elvira  with  rapture,  and 
brought  it  forward  with  all  expe¬ 
dition  *. 

A  gentleman  of  the  law,  who 
could  not  mifs  fuch  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  laughing  at  Mr.  Garrick’s 
vanity,  met  him  one  day,  and  told 
him  he  had  been  applied  to  by  the 
bookfellers  to  publilh  an  edition  of 
the  Statutes  at  Large,  and  he  hoped 
he  Ihould  find  a  fnug  nich  in  them 
to  introduce  him. 

The  llory  of  Elvira  is  exceed* 
ingly  affeding,  and  Mrs.  Cibber 
would  excite  tears,  if  poffible, 
from  infenfibility  ;  but  the  ltyle 
of  Mallet  is  not  dramatick  ;  it  is 
laboured  and  afteded,  void  of 
nature  and  fimplicity.  The  play 
was  well  aded,  but  I  believe  it 
was  Hopped  at  the  ninth  night. 
Some  application  made  by  the  pit 
to  an  unpopular  nobleman  did  no 
manner  of  fervice  to  it.  Mallet, 

places  this  anecdote  to  the  Mafque  of 
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alarmed  at  the  difcontinumg  the 
nin  of  his  laft  and  favourite  oif- 
fpring,  acquainted  Mr.  Garrick  by 
a  note,  that  he  had  received  forty 
cards  from  perfonsof  diftindtion,  all 
of  whom  delired  to  know  the  rea- 
fon  why  his  play  was  flopped  ;  and 
for  anfwer,  he  had  referred  them  to 
him,  the  proper  judge. 

Mr.  Garrick  had  no  ftomach  to 
repeat  the  adting  of  a  tragedy  that 
was  not  approved  by  the  public, 
and  in  which  he  had  received  fuch 
hgnal  mortification.  The  part  of 
Ton  Pedro  in  Elvira  was  the  laft 
new  character  he  ever  added. 

I  have  faid  a  great  deal  of  this 
gentleman,  and  yet  there  was  a 
itriking  peculiarity  in  his  conduct 
that  I  ought  not  to  omit,  as  it  may 
very  probably  convey  fome  ufeful 
advice  to  others.  He  was  a  great 
free-thinker,  and  a  very  free - 
fpeaker  of  his  free-thoughts ;  he 
made  no  fcruple  to  difteminate  his 
fceptical  opinions  wherever  he 
could  with  any  propriety  introduce 
them. 

At  his  own  table  indeed,  the 
lady  of  the  houfe  (who  was  a 
ftaunch  advocate  for  her  huiband’s 
opinions)  would  often,  in  the 
warmth  of  argument,  fay  <(  Sir, 
five  deijis 

She  once  made  ufe  of  this  ex- 
preflion  in  a  mixed  company  to 
Tavid  Hume,  who  refufed  the  in¬ 
tended  Compliment,  by  aflerting 
that  he  was  a  very  good  Chrifliar. ; 
for  the  truth  of  which  he  appeal¬ 
ed  to  a  worthy  clergyman  prefent  ; 
and  this  occafioned  a  laugh,  which 
a  little  difconcerted  the  lady  and 
Mr  Mallet. 

The  le&ure  upon  the  non  eve - 
dencla  of  the  free-thinkers  was  re¬ 
peated  lo  often,  and  urged  with 
i<s>  ^Bach  earnefliiefs,  that  the  infe- 
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rior  dotnellicks  became  foon  as  ta¬ 
ble  dilputants  as  the  heads  of  the 
family.  The  fellow  who  waited 
at  table  being  thoroughly  convinc¬ 
ed,  that  for  any  of  his  mifdeeds 
he  fhould  have  no  after-account  to 
make,  was  refolved  to  profit  by  the 
do&rine,  and  made  off  with  many 
things  of  value,  particularly  the 
plate.  Luckily  he  was  fo  clofely 
purfued,  that  he  was  brought  back 
with  his  prey  to  his  maker’s  houfe, 
who  examined  him  before  fome 
feleft  friends.  Ac  firft,  the  man 
was  fulien,  and  would  anfwer  no 
queftions  put  to  him  ;  but  being 
urged  to  give  a  reafon  for  his  in¬ 
famous  behaviour,  he  refolutely 
fajd,  “  Sir,  I  had  heard  you  fo 
often  talk  of  the  impoffibility  of  a 
future  ftate,  and  that  after  death 
there  was  no  reward  for  virtue,  or 
punifhment  for  vice,  that  I  was 
tempted  to  commit  the  robbery.’ 
“  Well ;  but  you  rafcai  (replied 
Mallet)  had  you  no  fear  of  the 
gallows  f”  ‘  Sir,  faid  the  fellow 
(looking  fiernly  at  his  mailer) 
what  is  that  to  you,  if  I  had  a 
mind  to  venture  that?  you  had 
removed  my  greateft  terror ;  why 
fhould  I  fear  the  leffer  ?’  Mr. 
Mallet  died  April  21,  1765.” 

We  fb all  conclude  our  extracts 
from  this  entertaining  ipifcellany 
with  the  following  anecdotes  of 
two  celebrated  and  much  admired 
theatrical  perfonages,  Mrs.  Clive, 
and  Mr.  Foote. 

f<  About  a  vear  after  Mrs.Pritch* 

j 

ard  had  withdrawn  from  the  thea¬ 
tre,  her  conftant  companion  and 
friend,  Mrs.  Clive,  determined  to 
follow  her  example;  had  (he 
thought  proper,  fhe  could  have 
continued  feveral  years  longer  to 
delight  the  public  in  various  cha¬ 
racters 
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rafters  adapted  to  her  figure  and 
time  of  life;  for  to  the  laft  fhe 
was  admirable  and  unrivalled. 

Mr  Garrick  fent  Mr.  Hopkins, 
the  prompter,  to  her,  to  know 
whether  lhe  was  in  earned  in  her 
intention  of  leaving  the  ftage. 
To  fuch  a  meffenger  Mrs.  Clive 
difdained  to  give  an  anfwer.  To 
Mr.  George  Garrick,  whom  he 
afterward  deputed  to  wait  on  her 
upon  the  fame  errand,  this  high- 
fpiritcd  aftrefs  was  not  much  more 
civil;  however,  ihe  condefcended 
to  tell  him,  that,  if  his  brother 
wiihed  to  know  her  mind,  he 
fhouid  have  called  upon  her  him- 
felf.  When  the  manager  and 
Mr>.  C'ive  met,  their  interview 
was  fhoit,  and  their  difeourfe  cu¬ 
rious.  After  fome  compliments 
on  her  great  merit,  Mr.  Garrick 
wifheb,  he  faid,  that  fhe  would 
continue,  for  her  own  fake,  fome 
yearo  longer  on  the  ftage.  This 
civil  fuggeftion  (he  anfwered  by  a 
look  of  contempt,  and  a  decifive 
negative.  He  afked  how  much 
fhe  was  worth  ;  fhe  replied  brifkly, 
as  much  as  himfelf.  Upon  his 
fmiling  at  her  fuppofed  ignorance 
or  mifinformation,  fhe  explained 
herfelf,  by  telling  him,  that  Jhe 
knew  when  fhe  had  enough, 
though  he  never  would.  He  then 
entreated  her  to  renew  her  agree¬ 
ment  for  three  or  four  years  ;  fhe 
peremptorily  refufed.  Upon  re¬ 
peating  his  regret  at  her  leaving 
the  ftage,  fhe  abruptly  told  him, 
that  fhe  hated  hypocrify  ;  for  fhe 
was  fure  that  he  would  light  up 
candles  for  joy  of  her  leaving  him, 
but  that  it  would  be  attended  with 
fome  expence. —  Every  body  will 
fee  there  was  an  unneceftary  fmart- 
nefs  in  the  lady’s  language,  ap¬ 
proaching  to  rudenefs  ;  but  how- 
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ever  it  was  her  way,  as  her  friend 
Mrs.  Pritchard  ufed  to  exprefsit. 

The  other  anecdote  relates  to 
tranfaftions  between  Mr.  Garrick 
and  Mr.  Foote,  which,  if  the 
whole  of  them  be  true,  place  the 
profligacy  of  the  one,  arifing  from 
his  irregularities,  and  the  timi¬ 
dity  of  the  other,  arifing  from  his 
vanity,  in  a  finking  point  of  view. 

Thefe  rivals  would  often  meet 
at  the  houfes  of  perfons  of  fafhion, 
who  were  glad  to  have  two  fuch 
guefts  at  their  table;  though  they 
certainly  fhouid  have  entertained 
their  friends  feparately  ;  for  Mr. 
Garrick  was  a  7nuta  perfona  in  the 
prefence  of  Foote :  he  was  all 
admiration  when  this  great  genius 
entertained  the  company,  and  no 
man  laughed  more  heartily  at  his 
lively  falliesthan  he  did.  It  muft 
be  owned  that  he  tried  all  methods 
to  conciliate  Foote’s  mind,  fo  far 
at  leafl:  as  to  prevail  upon  him  to 
forbear  his  illiberal  attacks  upon 
him  when  abfent ;  and  this  he 
ought  to  have  done  for  his  own 
fake,  for  Foote  often  rendered  his 
converfation  difgufting  by  his 
naufeous  abufe  of  Mr.  Garrick ; 
but,  the  more  fenfibility  the  latter 
difeovered,  the  greater  price  the 
former  put  upon  his  ceafing  from 
hoftili  ties. 

The  great  fuccefs  of  the  Strat¬ 
ford  Jubilee,  when  exhibited,  in 
the  winter  of  1770,  at  Drury-lane, 
infpired  this  envious  man  with 
the  defign  of  producing  a  mock 
procefiion  in  imitation  of  it,  and 
of  introducing  Mr.  Garrick  upon 
his  fiage.  He  confidered  him  as 
fit  goods  to  bring  to  his  market; 
a  man  fo  rich,  fo  meritorious,  fo 
well  known,  fo  much  admired, 
and  fo  envied,  was  a  prey  too 
valuable  not  to  be  feized  on  for 
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his  own  ufe  ;  the  foregoing  it,  he 
thought,  would  be  loiing  a  ftaple 
commodity,  which  would  fill  his 
houfe  forty  nights  fucceffively,  or 
perhaps  for  the  whole  fummer.  in 
this  mock  proceffion,  a  fellow  was 
to  be  drelfed  up,  and  made  as 
much  like  Mr.  Garrick  as  polfi- 
ble  ;  it  was  intended  that  fome  ra¬ 
gamuffin  in  the  proceffion  (hould 
addrefs  Rofcius  in  the  well-known, 
lines  of  the  poet  laureat, 

A  nation’s  tike  depends  cn  you  5 

Perhaps  a  nation’s  virtue  too. 

The  reprefenter  of  Mr.  Garrick 
was  to  make  no  anfwer,  but  to  cry 
««  Cock  a  doodle  do  1” 

While  this  fcheme  wa^s  in  em¬ 
bryo,  Foote’s  neceffities,  which 
were  brought  on  by  a  ridiculous 
parade  of  fplendid  living,  by  hir¬ 
ing  a  number  of  ufelefs  fervants, 
and  by  treating  with  magnificent 
dinners  thofe  who  laughed  at  his 
wit,  drank  his  claret,  and  won  his 
money  at  cards,  (for  he  was  a 
great  dupe  at  play,)  reduced  him 
to  the  humiliating  fu nation  of 
borrowing  money  of  the  man  whom 
be  intended  to  ex  pole  to  public 
ridicule.  Five  hundred  pounds 
were  lent  to  hirn  by  Mr.  Garrick  ; 
and  this  fura,  after  a  fuccefsful 
run  of  a  new  piece,  was  paid  back 
in  a  pettifn  refentment,  becaufe 
it  was  pretended  that  Mr,  Gar¬ 
rick’s  creatures  had  circulated  a 
report  that  Mr.  Foote  was  under 
obligations  to  him.  By  this  time 
he  had  formed  his  plan,  and  had 
refolved,  or  at  leak  fo  he  gave 
out,  to  put  it  in  execution.  He 
was  at  no  pains  to  conceal  his  de- 
iign  from  Mr.  Garrick,  who  had 
early  intelligence  of  the  whole 
fcheme.  The  uneafinefs  he  felt 
upon  the  occafion  could  not  be 


diffembled  ;  he  dreaded  public  ri¬ 
dicule  as  the  work  of  all  misfor¬ 
tunes,  and  apprehended  the  ruin 
of  that  reputation  which  he  had 
been  railing  fo  many  years,  lo 
relent  an  affront  perfonaily  to  a 
man  with  a  wooden  leg  would  only 
have  expofed  him  to  laughter. 

It  was  pleafant  enough,  during 
the  fufpenkon  of  hokilities,  to  fee 
them  meet  on  a  vilit,  at  a  noble** 
man’s  door,  and  alighting  from 
their  chariots.  Significant  looks 
were  exchanged  before  they  fpoke  ; 
Mr.  Garrick  broke  lilence  firk : 
te  What  is  it,  war  or  peace  ?;? 

Oh !  peace,  by  all  means, s? 
faid  Foote,  with  much  apparent 
glee;  and  the  day  was  fpent  in 
great  feeming  cordiality.  Much 
about  this  time,  Mr.  Garrick  paid 
this  levelling  fatirik  a  vifit,  and 
was  fnrprifed  to  fee  a  buk  of  him- 
felf  placed  on  his  bureau.  Is  this 
intended  as  a  compliment  to  me  ? 
faid  Rofcius,  —  Certainly.  And 
can  you  truk  me  fo  near  your  cafh 
and  your  bank-notes? — Yes,  very 
well,  faid  Foote  ;  for  you  are 
without  hands. 

What  put  an  end  to  this  project 
1  could  never  learn  :  whether  a 
well-timed  gratification,  or  Gar¬ 
rick’s  threats  of  ferving  him  in 
kind.  But  of  this  lak  i  never  heard 
the  leak  hint,  though  I  am  well 
perfuaded  that  fuch  a  menace 
might  probably  have  had  its  ef- 
fe£t;  for  no  man  threatened  more 
than  Foote,  nor  was  any  man  more 
timorous.  At  the  time  when  he 
was  dealing  out  his  fcandal  at  the 
Hay-market,  and  levelling  all 
characters  for  his  private  emolu¬ 
ment,  he  was  heard  to  declare,  in 
a  kind  of  agony,  that  he  was  a- 
fraid  to  take  a  news-paper  in  his 
hand,  for  fear  of  reading  fome 
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outrageous  abufe  upon  himfelf  or 
his  friends. 

But,  although  the  project  of  a 
mock  proceflion  was  given  up, 
Foote  thought  the  ridiculing  Gar¬ 
rick  on  the  ftage  was  a  morfel  too 
delicious  to  relign.  At  the  very 
time  when  the  mind  of  Mr.  Gar¬ 
rick  was  difturbed  by  a  fcanda- 
lous  and  faife  infmuation,  which 
the  author  of  it  publickly  and  fo- 
lemnly  afterwards  difavowed,  Mr. 
Foote,  from  a  ridiculous  pretence 
that  Mr.  Garrick  kept  his  play- 
houfe  open  purpofely  to  diftrefs 
him,  by  acting  feveral  of  his  moft 
favourite  characters,  and  by  thefe 
means  drawing  all  the  play-going 
people  to  Drury-lane»  refolved  to 
fhew  his  refentment  in  a  manner 
the  moft  profitable  to  himfelf  and 
offenfive  to  Mr.  Garrick. 

He  firft  attacked  him  with  much 
vehemence  in  the  news-papers,  in 
the  form  of  letters,  fables,  and 
dialogues.  This  was  preparatory 
to  his  grand  defign  of  regaling 
the  public  with  a  feaft  ofRofcius. 
The  new  fcheme  was  to  introduce 
him  in  his  puppet-fhew  :  to  this 
end,  a  mafk  was  made,  that  bore 
as  near  a  refemblance  as  poftible 
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to  the  countenance  of  Mr.  Gar¬ 
rick,  and  this  he  fhewed  to  all  his 
vihcors  ;  a  pafte- board  figure  of  a 
body  was  prepared,  to  be  joined 
to  the  head  ;  a  man  wds  to  be 
concealed  under  this  ftrange  fhell, 
who  was,  every  now  and  then,  to 
utter  fomething  which  the  author 
was  to  convey  to  him.  But  fo 
fond  was  Foote  of  his  favourite 
Cock  a  doodle  do  !  that,  as  foon  as 
the  figure  was  introduced  on  the 
ftage,  he  was  ordered  to  clap  his 
fides,  and  crow  as  loud  as  the 
cock  in  Hamlet. 

This  mock  reprefentation  of  Mr* 
Garrick  was  talked  of  for  a  lon^ 

o 

time,  though  not  announced  in 
the  news-papers.  Foote  laboured 
to  raife  his  fears  and  apprehen- 
fions,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
create  an  appetite  in  the  public 
for  fo  extraordinary  a  difh.  That 
this  project,  too,  was  afterwards 
laid  afide,  it  was  generally  fup- 
pofed,  was  owing  to  a  fum  of  mo¬ 
ney  which  was  borrowed  never  to 
be  repaid  ;  or  perhaps  to  a  grati¬ 
fication,  the  accepting  of  which 
was  ftill  more  difhonourable  ;  how« 
ever,  this  is  only  conjecture.35 
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fiderahle  debates ,  rejelled  upon  a  divifion.  Minfter  opens  his  propoji - 
* tions ,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  affording  relief  to  Ireland.  Agreed 
to  voithout  opposition .  T vso  bills  accordingly  brought  in,  and  pajfed 

before  the  recefs.  Fhird  bill  to  lie  open  till  after  the  holidays.  Earl 
of  Shelburne's  motion  relative  to  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army  ;  and 
introductory  to  a  farther  reform  in  the  public  expenditure .  Motion  re¬ 
jelled  on  a  divfton.  Notice  given  of  a  fecond  intended  motion,  and  the 
lords  fummoned  for  the  %th  of  February.  Letters  of  thanks  from  the 
city  of  London  to  'the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne , 
for  their  attempts  to  introduce  a  reform  in  the  public  expenditure  ;  and 
fimilar  letters  J'ent  to  his  royal  highnefs  ihe  Duke  oj  Cumberland ,  and  to 
all  the  other  lords  vsho  fupported  the  tvso  late  motions.  Mr.  Burke 
gives  notice  of  his  plan  of  public  reform  and  aconomy ,  vshich  he  propofes 
bringing  forvsard  after  the  recefs *  [57 

/  '  CHAP.  V. 

County  meetings ,  petitions,  and  ajjociations .  Fork  leads  the  vsay.  Great 
meeting  at  that  city.  Committee  appointed.  Some  account  of  the  peti _ 
tion  from  that  county ,  vshich  becomes  a  tnodel  to  others .  Sir  George  Sa , 

will 
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grille  prefects  the  petition  from  the  county  of  York.  Debates  on  that  fub - 
jeci.  Jamaica  petition  prefented.  Mr.  Burke's  plan  of  (economical  re¬ 
form.  Bills  brought  in  upon  that  Jyfi  m.  Earl  of  Shelburne's  motion 
( purfuant  to  the  notice  given  before  the  recejs )  for  a  committee  of  both 
houfesy  to  enquire  into  the  public  expenditure.  Motion  feconded  by  the 
Earl  of  Coventry.  Oppofed.  Debates.  Strictures  with  re,  bed  to  the 
county  meetings  and  petitions.  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  explains  the  caufes 
of  his  refignation.  Strictures  on  the  condutt  of  a  noble  lord  at  the  head 
of  a  great  department.  Motion  rejected  upon  a  divifon.  Jjnufual Jirength 
/hewn  by  the  oppoftion  on  this  divifon.  ~  f  gr 


C  H  A  P.  VL 

Colonel  Barre  gives  notice  of  his  intended  propejitions  relative  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  accounts.  Scheme  approved  of  by  the  minifer.  Sir  George 
Saville's  motion ,  for  an  account  of  patent  places  and  falaries,  agreed  to. 
Second  motion ,  for  an  account  of  p&nfons,  during  pleafure  or  otherwife9 
oppofed.  Debate  broken  off  by  the  illnefs  of  the  fpeaker.  Refumed  in  the 
following  week.  Amendment ,  moved  by  the  minifer.  Long  debates . 
Minifer' s  amendment  carried,  on  an  exceedingly  cloje  divifon.  Jamaica 
petition  prefented  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  the  fibjeft  frongly  enforc¬ 
ed,  by  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham.  Thanks  of  the  lords  and  commons 
to  Admiral  Sir  George  Rodney,  for  his  late  eminent  fervices.  Attempt  by 
the  oppoftion,  in  both  hoifes,  to  obtain  fome  mark  of  royal  favour  far 
that  commander.  Scheme,  for  a  commijfon  of  accounts,  announced  by 
the  minifer,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Strictures  on  that  bufnejs. 
Mr.  Burke's  efiabl foment  bill  reaj  a  firft  and  fccond  time  without  op - 
pofetion  ;  debate  and  divifon ,  relative  only  to  time,  on  its  committal 
Motion  by  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Carmarthen,  and  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  from  the  lieutenancy  of 
their  refpettive  counties.  fuff  ion,  much  agitated.  Motion  rejeded  on 
a  divifon. 


CHAP.  VII. 

Order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a  committee  on  Mr.  Burke's  efablifhmeHt 
bill,  fueflion  of  competency  farted.  Debated .  Oppoftion  infifi,  that 
the  decifion  of  that  quef  ion  Jhould  take  place  of  the  order  of  the  day . 
-  fuff  ion  for  the  order  of  the  day,  carried,  upon  a  very  clofe  divifon . 
Debates  in  the  committee  on  the  firfi  claufe  of  the  eftablijhment  bill,. for 
abolijhing  the  office  of  third  Jecretary  of  fate.  Claufe  rejetted ,  after 
very  long  debates,  upon  a  divifon ,  by  a  very  fmall  majority.  Lona-  de¬ 
bates  in  the  committee ,  on  a  fubfequent  day,  upon  that  claufe  of  the  efa- 
bli foment  bill,  for  abolijhing  tbe  board  of  trade,  fuff  ion  for  abolijhing 
that  board,  carried  upon  a  divifon.  Difference  between  the  fpeaker  and 
the  minifer.  Mr.  F ullarton' s  complaint  of  the  Earl  of  Shelburne.  Iffue 
of  that  affair  in  Hyde  Park.  Notice  given  by  Sir  James  Lowther,  of  an 
intended  motion,  for  preferving  the  freedom  of  debate  in  parliament . 
Subject  confder ably  agitated.  Warmly  refented  without  doors.  Ad- 

drejfes 


CONTENTS. 

drejjes  of  congratulation  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  on  his  recovery.  Dan¬ 
ger  to  which  Mr .  Fox  and  he  had  been  expofed ,  attributed  to  their  zeal  in 
the  Jervice  of  their  country.  Contractors  bill  brought  in  by  Sir  Philip 
pfennings  Gierke ,  and  carried  through  the  Houfe  of  Commons  without  a 
divifion.  Great  debates  on  the  claufe  in  Mr.  Burked  ejl ablijh?ncnt  bill, 
for  abolijhing  the  offices  of  treafurer  of  the  chamber,  a?id  others.  Spuef- 
tion ,  071  the  fir Ji  member  of  the  claufe,  loft  upon  a  divifion .  Succeeding 
queflions  rejected.  Debates  on  the  minified s  motion  for  giving  notice  to 
the  Eaji  India  company,  of  the  paying  of  their  capital  fiock  at  the  end  of 
three  years .  Previous  quefiion  moved ,  and  loft  on  a  divifion.  Motion 
againjl  receiving  the  report  of  the  new  taxes,  until  the  petitions  of  the 
people  were  confidered,  rejected  upon  a  divifion  by  a  great  majority ,  Earl 
of  Effingham'  s  ?notion  in  the  Houj'e  of  Lords,  for  a  lift  of  places,  pen - 
fions,  &c.  Held  by  members  of  that  houfe,  rejected  upon  a  divifion.  [134* 

CHAP.  Vi  II. 

Army  efiimates.  Debates  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  nevj  corps.  Divifion . 

Efueftion  carried »  Confederation  of  the  petitions.  Great  debates  in  the 
committee.  Part  taken  by  the  Speaker.  Amendment  to  the  motion,  pro- 
pofed  and  agreed  to.  Mr.  Dunning's  amended  motion,  carried,  upon 
a  divifion,  in  a  very  full  houfe.  Second  motion,  agreed  to.  I' bird 

motion ,  by  Mr.  7.  Pitt,  agreed  to.  Houfe  refumed.  Mr.  Fox's  mo¬ 
tion,  for  immediately  receiving  the  report  from  the  committee,  oppofed, 
but  carried.  Refolutions ,  reported,  received,  and  confirmed  by  the  Houfe. 
Mr.  Dunning' s  motion  ( on  a  following  day )  in  the  committee,  for  fecur- 
ing  the  independence  of  parliament ,  agreed  to.  Second  motion,  for  difi 
qualifying  perjons  holding  certain  offices ,  from  fitting  in  that  houfe,  car¬ 
ried,  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  two  only.  Mr.  Crewe's  bill,  for 
excluding  revenue  officers  from  voting  on  the  election  of  members  of  par-. 
Lament,  rejected,  on  a  divifion.  Great  debates  in  the  Houj'e  of  Lords , 
upon  the  fecond  reading  of  the  contractors  bill.  9  he  bill  rejected,  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  confiderable  majority.  Protefi.  Confequences  of  the 

Speaker's  illnefs.  Pofiponed  motion  of  Mr.  Dunning' s ,  for  an  adddrefs ,  to 
prevent  diffiolving  the  parliament ,  or  proroguing  the  prefeht  fejfion,  until 
proper  meafures  jhould  be  taken  for  correcting  the  evils  complained  of  in 
the  petitions  of  the  people,  brings  out  long  debates  ;  but  is  rejected  by  a 
confiderable  majority ,  in  a,n  exceedingly  full  houfe.  Dif order  upon 
Mr.  Fox's  rifing  to  [peak,  after  the  divifion.  Nature  of  his  fpeech. 
Reply,  by  the  minfier.  Great  debates  upon  the  claufe  in  Mr  Burke's 
eft abli foment  bill,  for  abolijhing  the  office  ojc  the  Great  Wardrobe,  Gf c. 
Claufe  rejected  upon  a  divifion.  Succeeding  claufe,  for  abolifhing  the 
Board  of  Works ,  rejected  upon  a  divifion.  Debates  upon  the  minfier' s 
bill  for  a  ccmmijfion  of  accounts.  CloJ'e  divifion  upon  a  quejtion  in  the 
committee.  Bill  at  length  puffed.  Debates  on  Colonel  Barrs' s  motions , 
relative  to  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army.  Fiifi  motion  rejected,  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  great  majority.  Succeeding  rejolutions  rejected.  General 
Conway's  bill ,  for  refit oring  peace  with  America,  dij'poj'cd  of,  upon  a 

divifion. 
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divifon,  by  a  motion  for  the  order  of  the  day .  Motion  tending  to  an  en¬ 
quiry,  into  any  requijition  made  by  the  civil  magifirate ,  for  the  attend¬ 
ance  of  the  military ,  upon  the  late  meeting  of  the  electors  of  Weftminflcr • 
Various  claufes  of  Mr.  Burke's  eflablijhment  bill,  rejected,  upon ,  or  'with¬ 
out  divijions.  Recorder  of  London  s  motion  in  behalf  of  the  petitioners , 
rejected  upon  a  divijion.  Mr.  Dunning' s  motion ,  in  the  committee  oj  the 
'whole  houfe  on  the  conflderation  of  the  petitions,  for  reporting  their  oven 
two  refolutions  of  the  I  oth  of  April,  ft  ajide,  by  a  motion  for  the  chairman 
to  quit  the  chair,  which  was  carried  upon  a  divijion.  Meeting  of  the 
Protefiant  ajfociation  in  St.  George' s  Fields.  Subfequent  riots ,  mifchiefs9 
and  conflagrations.  Refolutions ,  conduct,  and  adjournment  of  both  houfes . 
Lord  George  Gordon  committed  to  the  Power.  Speech  from  the  throne ,  on 
the  meeting  of  parliament  after  the  late  diforders.  Addreffes.  Refolutions 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ,  for  quieting  the  minds  of  well-meaning,  but  ill- 
informed  perfons.  Bill  paffes  the  Houfe  of  Commons ,  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
Proteflant  religion.  Is  laid,  by  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Speech  from  the 
throne .  Prorogation ,  [*,39 

CHAP.  IX. 

Sir  George  Rodney  proceeds  to  Gibraltar,  in  his  way  to  the  Weft  Indies . 
i fakes  a  valuable  Spanijh  Convoy .  Falls  in  with  a  fquadron,  under 

the  command  of  Don  Juan  de  Langara.  Fakes  the  Admiral ,  with  J'eve- 
ral  men  of  war,  and  deftroys  others.  Relieves  Gibraltar ,  flip  plies  Minorca , 
and  proceeds  on  his  def  ined  voyage.  Prothee,  French  man  of  war , 
taken  by  Admiral  Digby,  on  his  return  from  Gibraltar.  Dutch  convoy , 
under  the  conduct  of  Count  Byland,  flopped,  and  examined  by  Commo¬ 
dore  Fielding .  Count  Byland  comes  to  Spithead,  with  his  fquadron , 

and  convoy.  Confequences  of  that ,  and  of  other  precedent  and  fubfe - 
quent  meafures.  Ruffian  manifefto.  Northern  neutrality .  Royal  pro¬ 
clamation  in  London,  fufpending  certain  ftipulations  in  favour  of  the 
fubjecls  of  the  States  General.  Retrofpeliive  view  of  affairs  in  Ame¬ 
rica  and  the  Weft  Indies,  in  the  year  1779*  Advantages  derived  by 
the  Spanijh  commanders ,  from  their  early  knowledge  of  the  intended  rup¬ 
ture.  Don  Bernardo  de  Galvez,  fubdues  the  Britijh  fettlements  on  the 
Mijfjjippi.  Sullivan's  fuccefsful  expedition  againfl  the  Indians  of  ibe  fix 
nations.  Some  obfervations  on  the  policy  of  that  people,  and  on  the  Ji  ate 
of  culture  and  improvement ,  which  the  Americans  difeovered  in  their 
country.  Expeditions  from  Jamaica  to  the  Bay  of  Honduras ,  and  the 
Mofquito  Jhore.  Fortrefs  of  Omoa  and  Spanijh  regift er  Jhips  taken . 
Vigilant  and  fuccefsful  conduit  of  Admiral  Hyde  Parker,  on  the  leeward 
.  ifland flation.  ■  [#20i 

CHAP.  X. 

Rhode  Ifland  evacuated.  Deflgn  againfl  New  York  fruft rated  by  D' Eflaing's 
failure  at  Savannah.  Expedition  againfl  Charles  Town.  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  lands  with  the  army  in  South  Carolina ;  takes  pojfejjion  of  the 
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(/lands  of  John  and  James  ;  pajfes  AJhley  River  to  Charles  Town  Neck  ; 
fiege  of  that  city.  Admiral  Arbuthnot  pajfes  the  Bar  with  difficulty. 
American  and  French  marine  force  abandon  their  fat  ion,  and  retire  t$ 
the  town,  where  mcfi  of  the  former  are  funk  to  bar  a  paffage.  The  ad¬ 
miral  pajfes  the  heavy  fire  of  the  fort  on  Sullivan  s  Ifiand,  and  takes 
pojfejfion  of  the  harbour.  General  Lincoln  fummoned  without  effeCl. 
State  of  the  defences  on  Charles  Town  Neck.  Colonel  Tarleton  cuts  off  a 
party  of  the  rebels.  Col.  Webfier  pajfes  Cooper  River  with  a  detach¬ 
ment,  by  which  the  city  is  clojely  invefied.  Lord  Cornwallis  takes  the 
command  on  that  fide.  Siege  preffed  with  great  vigour.  Admiral  Ar¬ 
buthnot  takes  Mount  P  leaf  ant,  and  reduces  Fort  Moultrie.  Tarleton  de¬ 
feats  and  defrays  the  rebel  cavalry .  Capitulation  of  Charles  Town. 
Garrifon,  artillery,  frigates,  &c.  Rebels  again  defeated  by  tarleton, 
at  Waxaw.  Regulations  by  Sir  Fienry  Clinton  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
province.  Depasture  for  New  York.  Earl  Cornwallis  reduces  the  whole 
colony.  Unexpected  danger  to  which  the  feverity  of  the  winter  had  ex~  . 
pofed  New  York .  Gallant  defence  made  by  Capi.  Cornwallis ,  againji  a 
French  faperior  naval  force.  Three  naval  actions  between  Sir  George 
Rodney ,  and  M.  de  Guichen,  productive  of  no  decifive  confluences.  Infur- 
reCtions  of  the  loyalifs  in  North  Carolina  quelled.  Baron  de  Kcdbe  marches 
into  that  province  with  a  continental  force .  Is  followed  by  Gen.  Gates , 
who  takes  the  chief  command.  State  of'  affairs  in  the  two  Carolina* s . 
Battle  of  Camden.  Complete  victory  gained  by  Lord  Cornwallis.  Sumpter 
routed  by  Tarleton.  [*216 

CHRONICLE.  [193— 241] 

General  bill  of  the  chriflenings  and  burials  for  the  year  17  Bo 
Births  for  the  year  1780  —  — -  — 

Marriages  —  —  —  — - 

Principal  Promotions  - —  ■ — 
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APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE. 

An  account  of  the  late  riots  in  the  cities  of  London  and  TVefminfier  [354 
Copies  of  letters  which  pa  fed  between  the  fcretaries  of  fate,  the  lord  pre - 
tide  fit  of  the  council,  the  commander  in  chief,  and  the  lord-mayor  and  aider- 
men  of  the  city  of  London,  and  alfo  of'  the  king* s  proclamation ,  and  the  gene¬ 
ral  orders  iffued ,  relative  to  the  late  riots  —  —  [264 

Proceedings  at  the  Old  Bailey ,  and  of  the  fpecial  ccmmijfion  at  St.  Margaret* s- 
hill,  for  the  trial  of  the  rioters  — .  — -  —  [271 

Remarkable  actions  at  fea,  viz. 

Between  his  majefiy* s  jhip  La  Prudente,  commanded  by  the  Hon.  Capt. 

VY aids  grave,  and  La  Capricieufe,  a  French  frigate  —  [  2S7 

Between  his  majefiy'' s  Jhip  Flora,  commanded  by  Capt.  Peer  W illiams , 
and  a  French  frigate  called  La  Nymphe  — -  —  [289 

Between 
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Between  his  mflefly's  Jhip  Bi'enfaifant ,  commanded  ly  Capt.  Mac 
Bride ,  and  the  Comte  d’ Artois,  a  French  private  Jhip  of  war  of 

64  guns  —  —  —  ^  [29° 

Between  the  Fame ,  a  private  Jhip  of  war  of  Dublin ,  commanded  by 
Copt .  and  fve  French  vejfels ,  ^//  of  marque  [291  \ 

.S-W/  account  of  the  deflation  made  in  Jeveral  of  the  IV ef  India  iflands 
by  the  late  hurricanes  —  —  —  —  [292 

Journal  of  vs  hat  pajfcd  at  Barbadoes  from  the  fh  of  Oflober  until  the  i6th, 
during  which  time  another  violent  tempeft  happened  —  [295 

Authentic  accounts  of  the  fame  from  other  iflands  —  —  297 

Copies  of  letters  between  the  Earl  of  Hilljborough  and  the  Earl  of  Pembroke , 
on  the  difmijjicn  of  the  latter  jrom  the  office  of  lord-lieutenant  of  the  county 
of  Wilts  —  —  —  —  —  [298 

Proceedings  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Pizzoni,  the  Venetian  refident  —  [299 

Breviate  of  Mr.  Burke's  bill  for  *  the  better  regulation  of  his  majejiy's 
civil  efl ablijhment ,  and  of  certain  public  offices  ;  for  the  limitation  of 
penJionSy  and  the  fupprejflon  of  f undry  u fiefs ,  expen  Jive,  and  inconve¬ 
nient  places ;  and  for  applying  the  monies  faved  thereby  to  the  public 

jerviced  —  "  ““  — ~  —  [3°° 

Extract  from  two  edicts  lately  publijhed  by  the  King  of  France  on  the  fib je  hi 

of  national  ceconomy  —  —  —  ““  [302 

An  account  of  the  quantities  of  all  corn  and  grain  exported  from ,  and  im¬ 
ported  into,  Enfland  and  Scotland,  with  the  bounties  and  drawbacks 
paid ,  and  the  duties  received  thereon ,  for  one  year  ended  the  $th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1781  —  *  L  3°5 

Prices  of  Stocks  for  the  year  1780  —  —  —  [3°7 

Supplies  granted  by  parliament  for  the  year  1780  — *  — -  [3°^ 

Ways  and  means  for  raifing  the  above  fup plies  —  ,  — ,  [313 


STATE  PAPERS. 

f[is  majejiy's  mojl  gracious  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of  parliament ,  on  Thurfday 
tie  xfb  of  November,  1779  —  —  [32* 

The  humble  addrefs  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal ,  in  parliament  af 
fembled  ;  with  his  majejiy's  anfwer  —  —  ~  [322 

The  humble  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  the  King  «  1 —  [32'3 

Addrefs  of  the  archbijhop ,  bijhops ,  and  clergy,  of  the  province  of  Canterbury , 
in  convocation  ajfemblid,  prefented  to  his  majefly  on  the  17  th  of  November 
1780;  with  his  majejiy' s  anfwer  —  —  —  [ 3 24 

P  rot  efts  of  the  Lords  —  — -  —  [32^>  33°»  332 

His  majejiy's  mojl  gracious  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of  parliament ,  June  19* 

1780  —  —  —  " —  “■  [333 

The  humble  addrefs  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal ,  in  parliament  af- 
fembled  ;  with  his  majefly' s  anfwer  —  —  ■—  [334 

The  humble  addrefs  of  the  Houje  of  Commons  - —  —  [335 

His  majejiy's  anjwer  to  the  addrejs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ibid. 

Ilis  majejiy's  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of  parliament  on  July  8,  1 780  [336 

2  A  pro* 
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A  proclamation  for  diffiolving  this  prefent  parliament,  and  declaring  the  call¬ 
ing  of  another  —  —  ■ —  —  [337 

"The  fpeech  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  to  loth  houjes  of 

parliament  —  ~~  " —  jbsci . 

The  petition  of  the  gentlemen ,  clergy ,  and  freeholders  of  the  county  of  York % 
to  the  honourable  ILoufe  of  Commons  * —  —  [338 
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